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HISTORY 


OF 

MEDLEY AL CHRISTIANITY 

FROM A.D.590 TO 1517. 


CHAPTER L 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO MEDIEVAL CHURCH HISTORY. 
§ 1. Sources and Literature. 

August Potthast : Bibliotheca IRstorica Medii Aoevi . Wegweiser durch 
die Geschichtswerke dee Europaischcn Mittelalters von 375-1500. Ber- 
lin, 1862. Supplement, 1868. 

The mediaeval literature embraces four distinct branches. 

1. The Romano-Germanic or Western Christian; 

2. The Graeco-Byzantine or Eastern Christian; 

3. The Talmudic and Rabbinical; 

4. The Arabic and Mohammedan. 

We notice here only the first and second ; the other two will be mentioned 
in subdivisions as far as they are connected with church history. 

The Christian literature consists partly of documentary sources, partly of 
historical works. We confine ourselves here to the most important 
works of a more general character. Books referring to particular 
countries and sections of church history will be noticed in the 
progress of the narrative. 

I. Doctjmeotaey Sottboes. 

They are mostly in Latin— -the official language of the Western Church,— 
and in Greek,— the official language of the Eastern Church. 


1 
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MEDL^VAL CHURCH HISTORY. 


(1) For the history of missions: the letters and biographies of mis- 
sionaries. 

(2) For church polity and government: the official letters of popes, 
patriarchs, and bishops. 

The documents of the papal court embrace (a) Regcsta (regwtra), the 
transactions of the various branches of the papal government from 
A. D. 111)8-1572, deposited in the Vatican library, and difficult of 
access, (b) Epktolm decretals, which constitute the basis of the 
Corpus juris eanonici, brought to a close in 1813. (o) The bull* 

(bulla, a seal or stamp of globular form, though some derive it from 
(3ovM/ 9 will , decree) and briefs (breve, a short, concise summary), i. e., 
the official letters since the conclusion of the canon law. They are 
of equal authority, but the bulls differ from the briefs by their more 
solemn form. The bulls are written on parchment, and sealed with 
a seal of load or gold, which is stamped on one side with the effigies 
of Peter and Paul, and on the other with the name of the reigning 
pope, and attached to the instrument by a string ; while the briefs are 
written on paper, sealed with red wax, and impressed with the seal 
of the fisherman or Peter in a boat. 

(3) For the history of Christian life: the biographies of saints, the 
disciplinary canons of synods, the ascetic literature. 

(4) For worship and ceremonies : liturgies, liynms, homilies, works of 
architecture, sculpture, painting, poetry, music. The Gothic cathe- 
drals are as striking embodiments of mediaeval Christianity as the 
Egyptian pyramids are of the civilization of the Pharaohs. 

(5) For theology and Christian learning: the works of the latex fathers 
(beginning with Gregory L), schoolmen, xnystics, and the forerunners 
of the lie formation. 

II. Documentary Collections. Works ov Medieval Writers. 

(1) For the Oriental Church. 

Corpus Scriptorum Jlistorim Byzantince, opera Niebuhrii, Bbkkeri, ct al. 
Bonnse, 1828-78, 50 vols. 8vo. Contains a complete history of the 
East-Roman Empire from the sixth century to its fall. The chief 
writers are Zonarab, from the Creation to A.JD. 1118 ; Nicetas, from 
1118 to 1206; Geeoorab, from 1204 to 1350; Laonioub, from 1208 
to 1463; Dxtoab, from 1341 to 1462; Piirantzeh, from 1401 to 1477. 

J. A. Fabrichus (d. 1736) : Bibliotheca Qrceca me Notitia Scriptorum 
veterum Grcecorum, 4th ed., by G> Chr . ITwrlm, with additions. 
Hamburg, 1790-1811, 12 vols. A supplement by S. F. W. How» 
MANN: Bibliographisches Lexicon hr gesammtm LUeratur der 
Griechen. Leipzig, 1838-45, 3 vols. 

(2) For the Western Church, 

Bibliotheca Maxima JPatrum. Lugduni, 1677, 27 vols. fol. 

Martens (d. 1789) and Durand (d. 1773) : Thesaurus Anecdotorum 
Nome, seu CollecHo Monumentonm, etc. Paris, 1717, 5 vote, fot 
By the same : Veterum Scriptorum et Monumentonm CollecHo empliss* 
Paris, 1724- , SS, 9 vols. fol. 
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J. A. Fabricius : Bibliotheca Latina Medics et Infimee jSStatis, Hamb. 
1734, and with supplem. 1754, 6 vols. 4to. 

Abbe Migne : Patralogics Cursus Completus , sive Bibliotheca Universalis . . . 
Batrum , etc. Paris, 1844-’66. The Latin series (1844-’55) has 221 
vols. (4 vols. indices) ; the Greek series (1857-’66) has 166 vols. The 
Latin series, from tom. 80-217, contains the writers from Gregory 
the Great to Innocent III. Reprints of older editions, and most 
valuable for completeness and convenience, though lacking in 
critical accuracy. 

Abbe Horay : Medii JEvi Bibliotheca Patristica ab anno MCC2LVI usque 
ad Concilii Tridentini Tempora. Paris, 1879 sqq. A continuation of 
Migne in the same style. The first 4 vols. contain the Opera 
Honorii ILL 

Joan. Domin. Mansi (archbishop of Lucca, d- 1769) : Sacrorum Con- 
ciliorum nova et amplissima Collectio. Florence and Venice 1759- 
1798, 31 vols. fol. The best collection down to 1509. A new ed. 
(fac-simile) publ. by Victor Palme, Paris and Berlin 1884 sqq. 
Earlier collections of Councils by Labb£ and Cossart (1671-72, 
18 vols), Colet (with the supplements of Mansi, 1728-52, 29 vols. 
fol.), and Hardouin (1715, 12 vols. fol.). 

C. COCQUELINES : Magnum Bullarmm Romanum. Bullarum, Brivilegio- 
rum ac Diplomatum Bomanorum Pontificum usque ad Clementem XII. 
amplissima Collectio . Rom. 1738-58. 14 Tom. fol. in 28 Partes; 
new ed. 1847-72, in 24 vols. 

A. A. BARBERI : Magni BuUarii Rom . Continuatio a Clemente XLU. ad 
Mum VIIL (1758-1830). Rom. 1835- , 57, 18 vols. fol. The bulls 
of Gregory XVI. appeared 1857 in 1 vol. 

G. H. Pertz (d. 1876) : Monumenta Germanics Historica. Hannov. 1826- 
1879. 24 vols. fol. Continued by G. Waitz. 

III. Documentary Histories. 

Acta Sanctorum Bollandistarum. Antw. Bruxellis et Tongerlose, 1643- 
1794; Brux. 1845 sqq., new ed. Paris, 1863-75, in 61 vols. fol. (with 
supplement). See a list of contents in the seventh volume for June 
or the first volume for October ; also in the second part of Potthast, 
sub “Vita,” pp. 575 sqq. 

This monumental work of John Bolland (a learned Jesuit, 1596- 
1665), Godefr . Hemchen (fl681), J Dan. Papebroch (fl714), and their as- 
sociates and followers, called Bollandists , contains biographies of all 
the saints of the Catholic Church in the order of the calendar, and 
divided into months. They are not critical histories, but compila- 
tions of an immense material of facts and fiction, which illustrate 
the life and manners of the ancient and mediaeval church. Potthast 
justly calls it a u riesenhaftes Denhmal vmsenschqftUchen SbrebemP It 
was carried on with the aid of the Belgic government, which con- 
tributed (since 1837) 6,000 francs annually. 
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Cabs. Baronius (d. 1607) : Annates ecclesiastid a Christo nato ad annum 
1198. Rom. 1588-1593, 12 vols. Continued by Ra.yna.lm (from 
1198 to 1565), Laderchi (from 1566-1571), and A. Thkinkr (1572- 
1584). Beat ed. by Maud, with the continuations of Raynaldi, 
and the Critica of Pagi, Lucca, 1738-59, 35 vols. foi. text, and 3 vols, 
of index universalis. A now cd. by A. Theiner ( d. 1874), Bar-lc-I)uc, 
1864 sqq. Likewise a work of herculean industry, but to bo used 
with critical caution, as it contains many spurious documents, legends 
and fictions, and is written in the interest and defence of the papacy. 

IY. Modern Histories of the Middle Ages. 

J. M. F. Frantin: Annates du moyen age. Dijon, 1825, 8 vols. 8vo. 

F. Rehm: Qcschichte des Mittetatters. Marbg, 1821-38, 4 vols. 8vo. 

Heinrich Leo: Oeschichte des Mittetatters. Halle, 1830, 2 vols. 

Charpentier : Histoire liter aire du moyen age. Par. 1833. 

R. Hampson: MediiJEvi Calendarium, or Dates, Charters , and Customs 
of the Middle Ages, with Calenders from the Xt.h to the JCVth century. 
London, 1841, 2 vds. 8vo. 

Henry Hallam (d. 1859) : View of the State of Europe during the Middle 
Ages. London, 1818, 3d cd. 1848, Boston ed. 1864 in 3 vols. By the 
same: Introduction to the Literature of Europe in the U)th, 1 CM, and 
17 th centuries. Several cd., Engl, and Am. Boston cd. 1864 in 4 
vols.; N. York, 1880, in 4 vols. 

Charles Hardwick (fl859) : A History of the Christian Church. Middle 
Age. 3d ed. by Stubbs, London, 1872. 

Henry Hart Milman (fl868): History of Latin Christianity ; includ- 
ing that of the Popes to the Pontificate of Nicholas V. London and N. 
York, 1854, 8 vols., now od., N. York (A. C. Armstrong & Hon), 1880. 

Richard Cheneyix Trench (Archbishop of Dublin): Lectures on 
Mediaeval Church History. London, 1877, repubL NT. York, 1878. 

V. The Medieval Sections op the General Church Histories. 

(a) Roman Catholic: Baronies (see above), Fleury, Moiiler, Alzog, 
Dollinger (before 1870), HergenrOther. 

(b) Protestant: Mosheim, Sohrockh, Gieseler, Neander, Batjr, 
Hagenbach, Robertson. Also Gibbon's Decline and Fall qf the 
Rom. Empire (Wm. Smith's ed.), from ch. 45 to the close. 

VI. Auxiliary. 

Domin. Du Cange (Charles du Fresne, d. 1688) : Olossarium ad Scriptores 
medics et infirm LatmitaMs, Paris, 1678; new cd. by Hemchel, Par. 
1840-'60, in 7 vols. 4to ; and again by Favre, 1883 sqq.— By the 
same: Olossarium ad Scriptores medics et infirm GrcecitaMs, Par, 
1682, and Lugd. Batav. 1688, 2 vols. fol. These two works are the 
philological keys to the knowledge of medieval church history. 

An English ed. of the Latin glossary has been announced by John 
Murray, of London: Mediaeval LaMn-English Dictionary , based upon 
the great work of Du Cange. With additions and corrections by E. A* 
Dayman. 
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§ 2. The Middle Age. Limits and General Charcuster. 

The Meddle Age, as the term implies, is the period which 
intervenes between ancient and modern times, and connects them, 
by continuing the one, and preparing for the other. It forms 
the transition from the Graeco-Roman civilization to the Romano- 
Germanic civilization, which gradually arose out of the inter- 
vening chaos of barbarism. The connecting link is Christianity, 
which saved the best elements of the old, and directed and 
moulded the new order of things. 

Politically, the middle age dates from the great migration of 
nations and the downfall of the western Roman Empire in the 
fifth century; but for ecclesiastical history it begins with Gre- 
gory the Great, the last of the fathers and the first of the popes, 
at the close of the sixth century. Its termination, both for secu- 
lar and ecclesiastical history, is the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century (1517), which introduces the modern age of the Chris- 
tian era. Some date modem history from the invention of the 
art of printing, or from the discovery of America, which pre- 
sided the Reformation ; but these events were only preparatory 
to a great reform movement and extension of the Christian 
world. 

The theatre of mediaeval Christianity is mainly Europe. In 
Western Asia and North Africa, the Cross was supplanted 
by the Crescent; and America, which opened a new field for 
the ever-expanding energies of history, was not discovered 
until the close of the fifteenth century. 

Europe was peopled by a warlike emigration of heathen bar- 
barians from Asia, as America is peopled by a peaceful emigra- 
tion from civilized and Christian Europe. 

The great migration of nations marks a turning point in the 
history of religion and civilization. It was destructive in its 
first effects, and appeared like the doom of the judgment-day; 
but it proved the harbinger of a new creation, the chaos pre- 
ceding the cosmos. The change was brought about gradually. 
The forces of the old Greek and Roman world continued to 
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work for centuries alongside of the new elements. The barbarian 
irruption came not like a single torrent which passes by, but as 
the tide which advances and retires, returns and at last becomes 
master of the flooded soil. The savages of the north swept 
down the valley of the Danube to the borders of the Greek 
Empire, and southward over the Rhine and the Vosges into 
Gaul, across the Alps into Italy, and across the Pyrenees into 
Spain. They were not a single people, but many independent 
tribes; not an organized army of a conqueror, but irregular 
hordes of wild warriors ruled by intrepid kings ; not directed 
by the ambition of one controlling genius, like Alexander or 
Csesar, but prompted by the irresistible impulse of an historical 
instinct, and unconsciously bearing in their rear the future des- 
tinies of Europe and America. They brought with them fire 
and sword, destruction and desolation, but also life and vigor, 
respect for woman, sense of honor, love of liberty — noble in- 
stincts, which, being purified and developed by Christianity, 
became the governing principles of a higher civilization than 
that of Greece and Rome. The Christian monk Salvian, who 
lived in the midst of the barbarian flood, in the middle of the 
fifth century, draws a most gloomy and appalling picture of the 
vices of the orthodox Romans of his time, arid docs not hesitate 
to give preference to the heretical (Arian) and heathen barba- 
rians, “whose chastity purifies the earth, deep stained with the 
Roman debauches.” St. Augustin (d. 430), who took a more 
sober and comprehensive view, intimates, in his great work on 
the City of God, the possibility of the rise of a new and better 
civilization from the ruins of the old Roman empire; and his 
pupil, Orosius, clearly expresses this hopeful view. “Men 
assert,” he says, “ that the barbarians are enemies of the State. 
1 reply that all the East thought the same of tho great Alexan- 
der; the Romans also seemed no better than tho enemies of all 
society to the nations afar off, whose repose they troubled. But 
the Greeks, you say, established empires; the Germans overthrow 
them. Well, the Macedonians began by subduing the nations 
which afterwards they civilized. The Germans are now upset- 
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ting all this world ; but if, which Heaven avert, they finish by 
continuing to be its masters, peradventure some day posterity 
will salute with the title of great princes those in whom we at 
this day can see nothing but enemies.” 

§ 3. The Nations of Mediaeval Christianity. The Kelt, the 
Teuton ., and the Slav. 

The new national forces which now enter upon the arena of 
church-history may be divided into four groups : 

1. The Bomanic or Latin nations of Southern Europe, in- 
cluding the Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese and French. They 
are the natural descendants and heirs of the old Boman nation- 
ality and Latin Christianity, yet mixed with the new Keltic 
and Germanic forces. Their languages are all derived from the 
Latin ; they inherited Boman laws and customs, and adhered to 
the Boman See as the centre of their ecclesiastical organization ; 
they carried Christianity to the advancing barbarians, and by 
their superior civilization gave laws to the conquerors. They 
still adhere, with their descendants in Central and South Ame- 
rica, to the Boman Catholic Church. 

2. The Keltic race, embracing the Gauls, old Britons, the 
Piets and Scots, the Welsh and Irish with their numerous emi- 
grants in all the large cities of Great Britain and the United 
States, appear in history several hundred years before Christ, as 
the first light wave of the vast Aryan migration from the mys- 
terious bowels of Asia, which swept to the borders of the extreme 
West. 1 The Gauls were conquered by Caesar, but afterwards 

1 Ke/.roi or KlXrat, CteUce, Taldrai, Ocdatce or Oalati, Qatti, Qad. Some 
derive it from cdt, a cover, shelter; others from celu (Lat. cdo) to conceal. Hero- 
dotus first mentions them, as dwelling in the extreme northwest of Europe. On 
these terms see Diefenbach, Cdtica, Brandes, Kelten und Qermanen, Thierry, His- 
toire dec Omdois, the art. Oalli in Pauly’s Bealencyclopiidie, and the introductions 
to the critical Commentaries on the Galatians by Wieeeler and Lightfoot (and 
Lightfoofs Excursus I.). The Galatians in Asia Minor, to whom Paul addressed 
his epistle, were a branch of the Keltic race, which either separated from the 
main current of the westward migration, or, being obstructed by the ocean, 
retraced their steps, and turned eastward. Wieseler (in his Cbm. and in several 
articles in the “Studien und Kritiken,” and in the “Zeitschrift fur Kirchen- 
geschichte,” 1877 No. 1) tries to make them Germans, a view first hinted at 
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commingled with the Teutonic Francs, who founded the French 
monarchy. The Britons were likewise subdued by the Homans, 
and afterwards driven to Wales and Cornwall by the Anglo- 
Saxons. The Scotch in the highlands (Gaels) remained Keltic, 
while in the lowlands they mixed with Saxons and Normans. 

The mental characteristics of the Kelts remain unchanged for 
two thousand years: quick wit, fluent speech, vivacity, spright- 
liness, impressibility, personal bravery and daring, loyalty to the 
chief or the clan, but also levity, fickleness, quarrelsomeness and 
incapacity for self-government. “They shook all empires, but 
founded none." The elder Cato says of them : “ To two things 
are the Kelts most attent: to fighting ( ars mUitariii), and to 
adroitness of speech (argute logui)” Caesar censures their love 
of levity and change. The apostle Paul complains of the 
same weakness. Thierry, their historian, well describes them 
thus: “Their prominent attributes arc personal valor, in which 
they excel all nations; a frank, impetuous spirit open to every 
impression ; great intelligence, but joined with extreme mobility, 
deficient perseverance, restlessness under discipline and order, 
boastfulness and eternal discord, resulting from boundless vanity.” 
Mommsen quotes this passage, and adds that the Kelts make 
good soldiers, but bad citizens; that the only order to which 
ihey submit is the military, because the severe general discipline 
relieves them of the heavy burden of individual self-control . 1 

Keltic Christianity was at first independent of Home, and 
even antagonistic to it in certain subordinate rites ; but after the 
Saxon and Norman conquests, it was brought into conformity, 
and since the Reformation, the Irish have been more attached to 
the Roman Church than even the Latin races. The French for- 
merly inclined likewise to a liberal Catholicism (called Gallican- 
ism) ; but they sacrificed the Gallican liberties to the Ultramontan- 
ism of the Vatican Council. The Welsh and Scotch, on the con- 
trary, with the exception of a portion of the Highlanders in the 

by Luther. But the fickleness of the Galatian Christians is characteristic of 
the ancient Gauls and modem French. 

1 Bimische QesdMUe, Vol. I., p. 329, 5th ed., Berlin, 1868. 
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North of Scotland, embraced the Protestant Reformation in its 
Calvinistic rigor, and are among its sternest and most vigorous 
advocates. The course of the Keltic nations had been anticipated 
by the Galatians, who first embraced with great readiness and 
heartiness the independent gospel of St. Paul, but were soon 
turned away to a Judaizing legalism by false teachers, and then 
brought back again by Paul to the right path. 

3. The Germanic 1 or Teutonic 2 nations followed the Keltic 
migration in successive westward and southward waves, before 
and after Christ, and spread over Germany, Switzerland, Hol- 
land, Scandinavia, the Baltic provinces of Russia, and, since the 
Anglo-Saxon invasion, also over England and Scotland and the 
northern (non-Keltic) part of Ireland. In modern times their 
descendants peacefully settled the British Provinces and the 
greater part of North America. The Germanic nations are the 
fresh, vigorous, promising and advancing races of the middle 
age and modern times. Their Christianization began in the 
fourth century, and went on in wholesale style till it was com- 
pleted in the tenth. The Germans, under their leader Odoacer 
in 476, deposed Romulus Augustulus — the shadow of old Romu- 
lus and Augustus — and overthrew the West Roman Empire, 
thus fulfilling the old augury of the twelve birds of fate, that 
Rome was to grow six centuries and to decline six centuries. 
Wherever they went, they brought destruction to decaying insti- 
tutions. But with few exceptions, they readily embraced the 
religion of the conquered Latin provinces, and with childlike 
docility submitted to its educational power. They were predes- 
tinated for Christianity, and Christianity for them. It curbed 
their warlike passions, regulated their wild force, and developed 

1 The word is of uncertain origin. Some derive it from a Keltic root, garm or 
gairm, i* e. noise; some from the old German gere (guerre), a pointed weapon, 
spear or javelin (so that German would mean an armed man, or war-man, WeJir- 
maim); others, from the Persian irman, erman, i. e. guest 

1 From the Gothic thiudisco, gmtUis, popvforis; hence the Latin teitionicus, 
and the German deutsck or teutsch (which may also be connected with diutan, 
deuten, deutMeh), In the English usage, the term German is confined to the 
Germans proper, and Dutch to the Hollanders; but Germanic and Teutonic 
apply to all cognate races. 
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their nobler instincts, their devotion and fidelity, their respect 
for woman, their reverence for all family-relations, their love of 
personal liberty and independence. The Latin church was to 
them only a school of discipline to prepare them for an age of 
Christian manhood and independence, which dawned in the six- 
teenth century. The Protestant Reformation was the emancipa- 
tion of the Germanic races from the pupilage of mediaeval and 
legalistic Catholicism. 

Tacitus, the great heathen historian, no doubt idealized the 
barbarous Germans in contrast with the degenerate Romans of 
his day (as Montaigne and Rousseau painted the savages “in a 
fit of ill humor against their country ”) ; but he unconsciously 
prophesied their future greatness, and his prophecy has been 
more than fulfilled. 

4. The Slavonic or Slavic races, of Slavs 1 in the East and 
North of Europe, including the Bulgarians, Bohemians (Czcclis), 
Moravians, Slovaks, Servians, Croatians, Wends, Poles, and 
Russians, were mainly converted through Eastern missionaries 
since the ninth and tenth century. The Eastern SlavH, who are 
the vast majority, were incorporated with the Greek Church, 
which became the national religion of Russia, and through this 
empire acquired a territory almost equal to that of the Roman 
Church. The western Slavs, the Bohemians and Poles, became 
subject to the Papacy. 

The SlavB, who number in all nearly 80,000,000, occupy a 
very subordinate position in the history of the middle ages, and 

1 The term Slav or Slavonian is derived by some from slovo t word / by others, 
from 8lava t glory . From it are derived the words slave and slavery (Sclave, 
esda ve), because many Slavs wore reduced to a state of slavery or serfdom by 
their German masters. Webster spells slave instead of slav, and Edward A. 
Freeman, in his Historical Essays (third series, 1879), defends this spelling on 
three grounds : 1) No English word ends in v. But many Russian words do, as 
Kiev, Yaroslav, and some Hebrew grammars use Tav and Vav for Taw and Van. 
2) Analogy, We write Dane, Swede, Pole, not Dan, etc. Bat the a in Slav has 
the continental sound, and the tendency is to get rid of mute vowels. 3) The 
form Slave perpetuates the etymology. But the etymology (slave»wdov^of) is 
uncertain, and it is well to distinguish the national name from the ordinary 
slaves, and thus avoid offence. The Germans also distinguish between Sloven, 
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are isolated from the main current; but recently they have begun 
to develop their resources, and seem to have a great future before 
them through the commanding political power of Russia in 
Europe and in Asia. Russia is the bearer of the destinies of 
Panslavism and of the Eastern Church. 

5. The Greek nationality, which figured so conspicuously in 
ancient Christianity, maintained its independence down to the 
fall of the Byzantine Empire in 1453 ; but it was mixed with 
Slavonic elements. The Greek Church was much weakened by 
the inroads of Mohammedanism, and lost the possession of the 
territories of primitive Christianity, but secured a new and vast 
missionary field in Russia. 

§ 4. Genius of Mediaeval Christianity. 

Mediaeval Christianity is, on the one hand, a legitimate con- 
tinuation and further development of ancient Catholicism ; on 
the other hand, a preparation for Protestantism. 

Its leading forces are the papacy, monasticism, and scholasti- 
cism, which were developed to their height, and then assailed by 
growing opposition from within. 

Christianity, at its first introduction, had to do with highly 
civilized nations ; but now it had to lay the foundation of a new 
civilization among barbarians. The apostles planted churches 
in the cities of the Jews, Greeks, and Romans, and the word 
“pagan,” i. e. villager, backwoodsman, gradually came to de- 
note an idolater. They spoke and wrote in a language which 
had already a large and immortal literature ; their progress was 
paved by the high roads of the Roman legions; they found 
everywhere an established order of society and government; and 
their mission was to infuse into the ancient civilization a new 
spiritual life and to make it subservient to higher moral ends. 
But the missionaries of the dark ages had to visit wild woods and 
untilled fields, to teach rude nations the alphabet, and to lay the 
foundation for society, literature and art. 

Hence Christianity assumed the character of a strong discipli- 
nary institution, a training school for nations in their infancy, 
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which had to ho treated as children. Hence the legalistic, hier- 
archical, ritualistic and romantic character of mediaeval Catholi- 
cism. Yet in proportion as the nations were trained in the 
school of the church, they began to assert their independence of 
the hierarchy and to develop a national literature in their own 
language. Compared with our times, in which thought and 
reflection have become the highest arbiter of human life, the 
middle ago was an ago of passion. The written law, such as it 
was developed in Roman society, the barbarian could not under- 
stand and would not obey. But ho was easily impressed by the 
spoken law, the living word, and found a kind of charm in 
bending his will absolutely before another will. Thus the teach- 
ing church became the law in the land, and formed the very 
foundation of all social and political organization. 

The middle ages are often called “the dark ages:” truly, if 
we compare them with ancient Christianity, which preceded, 
and with modem Christianity, which followed j falsely and un- 
justly, if the chnrch is made responsible for the darkness. 
Christianity was the light that shone in the darkness of sur- 
rounding barbarism and heathenism, and gradually dispelled it. 
Industrious priests and monks saved from the wreck of the 
Roman Empire the treasures of classical literature, together with 
the Holy Scriptures and patristic writings, and transmitted them 
to bettor times. The mediaeval light was indeed the borrowed 
star and moon-light of ecclesiastical tradition, rather tlian the 
clear sun-light from the inspired pages of the New Testament; 
but it was such light as the eyes of nations in their ignorance 
could bear, and it never ceased to shine till it disappeared in 
the day-light of the great Reformation. Christ had his witnesses 
in all ages and countries, and those shine all the brighter who 
were surrounded by midnight darkness. 

“Pause There we may upon the desert-road, 

Some shelter is in sight, some sacred safe abode.” 

On the other hand, the middle ages are often called, especially 
by Roman Catholic writers, “the ages of faith.” They abound 
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tn legends of saints, which had the charm of religious novels. 
All men believed in the supernatural and miraculous as readily 
as children do now. Heaven and hell were as real to the mind 
as the kingdom of France and the republic of Venice. Skep- 
ticism and infidelity were almost unknown, or at least suppressed 
and concealed. But with faith was connected a vast deal of super- 
stition and an entire absence of critical investigation and judg- 
ment. Faith was blind and unreasoning, like the faith of children. 
The most incredible and absurd legends were accepted without a 
question. And yet the morality was not a whit better, but in many 
respects ruder, coarser and more passionate, than in modem times. 

The church as a visible organization never had greater power 
over the m i nds of men. She controlled all departments of life 
from the cradle to the grave. She monopolized all the learning 
and made sciences and arts tributary to her. She took the lead 
in every progressive movement. She founded universities, built 
lofty cathedrals, stirred up the crusades, made and unmade kings, 
dispensed blessings and curses to whole nations. The mediaeval 
hierarchy centering in Borne re-enacted the Jewish theocracy on 
a more comprehensive scale. It was a carnal anticipation of the 
millennial reign of Christ. It took centuries to rear up this 
imposing structure, and centuries to take it down again. 

The opposition came partly from the anti-Catholic sects, which, 
in spite of cruel persecution, never ceased to protest against the 
corruptions and tyranny of the papacy; partly from the spirit 
of nationality which arose in opposition to an all-absorbing hie- 
rarchical centralization; partly from the revival of classical and 
biblical learning, which undermined the reign of superstition 
and tradition; and partly from the inner and deeper life of the 
Catholic Church itself, which loudly called for a reformation, 
and struggled through the severe discipline of the law to the 
light and freedom of the gospel. The mediaeval Church was a 
schoolmaster to lead men to Christ. The Beformation was an 
emancipation of Western Christendom from the bondage of the 
law, and a re-conquest of that liberty "wherewith Christ hath 
made us free” (Gal. v. 1). 



14 


MEDIAEVAL CHURCH niSTORY. 


§ 5. Periods of the Middle Age. 

The Middle Age may bo divided into throe periods : 

1. The missionary period from Gregory X. to Hildebrand or 
Gregory VIL, A. D. 590-1073. The conversion of the northern 
barbarians. The dawn of a new civilization. The origin and 
progress of Islam. The separation of the West from the blast. 
Some subdivide this period by Charlemagne (800), the founder 
of the German-Roman Empire. 

2. The palmy period of the papal theocracy from Gregory 
VII. to Boniface VIII., A. D. 1073-12!) 1. The height of the 
papacy, monasticism and scholasticism. The Crusades. The 
conflict between the Pope and the Emperor. If we go batik to 
the rise of Hildebrand, this period begins in 1049. 

3. The decline of mediaeval Catholicism and preparation for 
modern Christianity, from Boniface VI II. to the Reformation, 
A.D. 1294-1517. The papal exile and schism; the reformatory 
councils; the decay of scholasticism; the growth of mysticism; 
the revival of letters, and the art of printing; the discsovery 
of America; forerunners of Protestantism; the dawn of the 
Reformation. 

These three periods are related to each other as the wild youth, 
the ripe manhood, and the declining old age. But the gradual 
dissolution of medievalism was only the preparation for a new 
life, a destruction looking to a reconstruction. 

The three periods may be treated separately, or as a continuous 
whole. Both methods have their advantages: the first for a 
minute study; the second for a connected survey of the great 
movements. 

According to our division laid down in the introduction to 
the first volume, the three periods of the middle ages are the 
fourth, fifth and sixth periods of the general history of Chris- 
tianity. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONVERSION OF THE NORTHERN AND WESTERN BARBARIANS 
§ 6. Character of Mediaeval Missions. 

The conversion of the new and savage races which enter the 
theatre of history at the threshold of the middle ages, was the 
great work of the Christian church from the sixth to the tenth 
century. Already in the second or third century, Christianity 
was carried to the Gauls, the Britons and the Germans on the 
borders of the Rhine. But these were sporadic efforts with tran- 
sient results. The work did not begin in earnest till the sixth 
century, and then it went vigorously forward to the tenth and 
twelfth, though with many checks and temporary relapses caused 
by civil wars and foreign invasions. 

The Christianization of the Kelts, Teutons, and Slavonians was 
at the same time a process of civilization, and differed in this 
respect entirely from the conversion of the Jews, Greeks, and 
Romans in the preceding age. Christian missionaries laid the 
foundation for the alphabet, literature, agriculture, laws, and arts 
of the nations of Northern and Western Europe, as they now do 

17 
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among the heathen nations in Asia and Africa. “ The science 
of language,” says a competent judge, 1 “ owes more than its first 
impulse to Christianity. The pioneers of our science were those 
very apostles who were commanded to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature; and their true successors, 
the missionaries of the whole Christian church.” The same may 
he said of every branch of knowledge and art of peace. The 
missionaries, in aiming at piety and the salvation of souls, inci- 
dentally promoted mental culture and temporal prosperity. The 
feeling of brotherhood inspired by Christianity broke down the 
partition walls between race and race, and created a brotherhood 
of nations. 

The mediaeval Christianization was a wholesale conversion, or 
a conversion of nations under the command of their leaders. 1 1, 
was carried on not only by missionaries and by spiritual means, 
but also by political influence, alliances of heathen princes with 
Christian wives, and in some eases (as the baptism of the Saxons 
under Charlemagne) by military force. It was a conversion not to 
the primary Christianity of inspired apostles, as laid down in the 
New Testament, but to the secondary Christianity of cockisiastioal 
tradition, as taught by the fathers, monks and popes. It was a 
baptism by water, rather than by fire and the Holy Spirit. The 
preceding instruction amounted to little or nothing; even the 
baptismal formula, mechanically recited in Latin, was scarcely 
understood. The rude barbarians, owing to the weakness of 
their heathen religion, readily submitted to the new religion ; but 
some tribes yielded only to the sword of the conqueror. 

This superficial, wholesale conversion to a nominal Christianity 
must be regarded in the light of a national infant-baptism. It 
furnished the basis for a long process of Christian education. 
The barbarians were children in knowledge, and had to be treated 
like children. Christianity assumed the form of a new law lead- 
ing them, as a schoolmaster, to the manhood of Christ. 

The missionaries of the middle ages were nearly all monks. 


1 Max Muller, Science of Language, 1. 121. 
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They were generally men of limited education and narrow views, 
but devoted zeal and heroic self-denial. Accustomed to primi- 
tive simplicity of life, detached from all earthly ties, trained to 
all sorts of privations, ready for any amount of labor, and com- 
manding attention and veneration by their unusual habits, their 
celibacy, fastings and constant devotions, they were upon the 
whole the best pioneers of Christianity and civilization among 
the savage races of Northern and Western Europe. The lives of 
these missionaries are surrounded by their biographers with such 
a halo of legends and miracles, that it is almost impossible to sift 
fact from fiction. Many of these miracles no doubt were pro- 
ducts of fancy or fraud ; but it would be rash to deny them all. 
The same reason which made miracles necessary in the first 
introduction of Christianity, may have demanded them among 
barbarians before they were capable of appreciating the higher 
moral evidences. 


L THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND SCOTLAND. 

§ 7. Literature. 

I. SOURCES. 

Gild AS (Abbot of Bangor in Wales, the oldest British historian, in the 
sixth cent.) : Be excidio Britannia conquestus , etc. A picture of 
the evils of Britain at the time. Best ed. by Joseph Stevenson, Lond., 
1838. (English Historical Society’s publications.} 

NENNIUS (Abbot of Bangor about 620) : Eulogium Britannia, sive Histo- 
ria Britonum . Ed. Stevenson, 1838. 

The Works of Gildas and Nennius transl. from the Latin by J. A. 
Giles, London, 1841. 

*Beda Venerabilis (d. 734) : JBRstoria Ecclesiastica genMs Anglorum; in 
the sixth vol. of Migne’s ed. of Bed® Opera Omnia, also often sepa- 
rately published and translated into English. Best ed. by Stevenson, 
Lond., 1838; and by Giles, Lond., 1849. It is the only reliable 
church-history of the Anglo-Saxon period. 

The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, from the time of Caesar to 1154. A work 
of several successive hands, ed. by Gibson with an Engl, translation, 
1823, and by Giles, 1849 (in one vol. with Bede’s Eccles History). 

See the Six Old English Chronicles, in Bohn’s Antiquarian Library 
(1848); and Church Historians of England trans. by Jos. iStevenson, 
Lond. 1852-’56, 6 vols. 
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Sib Henry Spelman (d. 1641): Concilia, decreta, leges, constitutiones in 
re ecclesiarum orbis Britannid, etc. Load., 2 vols. fol. 

(Yol. I. reaches to the Norman conquest; vol. ii. to Henry VIII ). 

David Wilkins (d. 1745) : Concilia Magnoe Britannia} et JEbemim (from 
446 to 1717), Load,, 1737, 4 yds. fol. (Vol. I. from 446 to 1265). 

♦Arthur West Haddan and William Stubbs: Councils and Ecclesi- 
astical Documents reletting to Great Britain and Ireland: edited after 
Spelman and Wilkins . Oxford (Clarendon Press), 1869 to 78. So 
iar 3 vols. To be continued down to the Reformation. 

The Penitcntials of the Irish and Anglo-Saxon Churches are col- 
lected and edited by F. Kunstmann ( Die Lot. Ponitentialbiicher der 
Angehachsen , 1844); Wasserschleben ( Die Bussordnungen der 
abendland . Kirche, 1851) ; Schmitz (Die Bussbiicher u. d. Bussdis - 
ciplin d. Kirche, 1883). 

II. Historical Works . 

(a) The Christianization of England. 

*J. TJssher (d. 1655) : Britannicarum Eccles. Antiquitates . Dublin, 1639; 
London, 1687; Works ed. by Elrington, 1847, Vols. V. and VI. 

E. Stilling-fleet (d. 1699) : Origenes Britannicae; or, the Antiqu . of the 
British Churches. London, 1710; Oxford, 1842 ; 2 vols. 

J. LlNGARD (R. C., d. 1851) : The History and Antiquities of the Anglo- 
Saxon Church. London, 1806, new ed., 1845. 

Karl Schrodl (R. C.): Das erste Jahrhundert der englischen Kirche . 
Passau & Wien, 1840. 

Edward Churton (Rector of Crayko, Durham): The Early English 
Church , London, 1841 (new ed. unchanged, 1878). 

James Yeowell: Chronicles of the Ancient British Church anterior to the 
Saxon era. London, 1846. 

Francis Thackeray (Episcop.) : Researches into the Eccles . and Political 
State of Ancient Britain under the Roman Emperors . London, 1843, 
2 vols. 

♦Count de Montalembert (R. C., d. 1870): The Monks of the West 
Edinburgh and London, 1861-79, 7 vols. (Authorized rransl. from 
the French ) The third vol. treats of the British Isles. 

Reinhold Pauli: Bidder aus Alt- England* Gotha, 1860. 

W F. Hook: Lives of the Archbishops of Canterbury . London, 2nd ed., 
1861 sqq. 

G. F. Maolear (D.D.. Head-master of King’s College School) : Conver- 
sion of the West The English, London, 1878. By the same: The 
Kelts , 1878. (Popular.) 

William Bright (Dr. and Prof, of Eccles. Hist., Oxford) : Chapters an 
Early English Church History Oxford, 1878 (460 pages). 

John Pryce: History of the Ancient British Church . Oxiurd, 1878. 

Edward L. Cutts: Turning Paints of English CJrnrch- History. London, 
1878. 
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Dugald MacColl : Early British Church. The Arthurian Legends. In 
“The Catholic Presbyterian,” London and New York, for 1880, 
No, 8, pp. 176 sqq. 

(6) The Christianization of Ireland, Wales, and Scotland. 

Dr. Lanigan (R. C.) : 1 Ecclesiastical History of Ireland* Dublin, 1829. 

William G. Todd (Episc., Trinity Coll., Dublin) : The Church of St, 
Patrick: An Historical Inquiry into the Independence of the Ancient 
Church of Ireland. London, 1844. By the same: A History of the 
Ancient Church of Ireland. London, 1845. By the same: Book of 
Hymns of the Ancient Church of Ireland. Dublin, 1855. 

Ferdinand Walter: Das alte Wales. Bonn, 1859. 

John Cunningham (Presbyterian) : The Church History of Scotland from 
the CommenceTnent of the Christian Era to the Present Day. Edinburgh, 
1859, 2 vols. (Yol. L, chs. 1-6). 

C. Innes: Sketches of Early Scotch History , and Social Progress. Edinb., 
1861. (Refers to the history of local churches, the university and 
home-life in the mediaeval period.) 

Thomas McLAUCHLAN (Presbyt.): The Early Scottish Church: the Ec- 
clesiastical History of Scotland from the First to the Twelfth Century. 
Edinburgh, 1865. 

*Dr. J. H. A. Ebrard: Die iroschottische Missionskirche des 6, 7 und 8 
ten Jahrh ., und ihre Verbreitung auf dem Festland. Gutersloh, 1873. 

Comp. Ebrard's articles Die culdeische Kirche des 6, 7 und Sten 
Jahrh, in Niedner’s “Zeitschriffc fur hist. Theologie” for 1862 and 
1863. 

Ebrard and McLauchlan are the ablest advocates of the anti- 
Romish and alleged semi-Protestant character of the old Keltic 
church of Ireland and Scotland; but they present it in a more favor- 
able light than the facts warrant. 

*Dr. W. D. Killen (Presbyt.) : The Ecclesiastical History of Ireland from 
the Earliest Period to the Present Times. London, 1875, 2 vols. 

*Alex. Penrose Forbes (Bishop of Brechin, d. 1875): Kalendars of 
Scottish Saints. With Personal Notices of those of Alba , Laudonia and 
Stratchclyde. Edinburgh (Edmonston & Douglas), 1872. By the 
same: Lives of S. Ninian and S. Kentigem. Compiled in the twelfth 
century. Ed. from the best MSS. Edinburgh, 1874. 

^William Reeves (Canon of Armagh) : Life of St. Columba, Founder of 
Hy. Written by Adamnrn , ninth Abbot of that monastery. Edinburgh, 
1874 

* William F. Skene: Keltic Scotland. Edinburgh, 2 vols., 1876, 1877. 

*F. E. Warren (Fellow of' St. John's Coll., Oxford): The. Liturgy and 
Ritual of the Celtic Church. Oxford 1881 (291 pp.). 

F. Loops: Antiques Britonum Scotonirnque ecclesix moves , ratio eredmdi, 
vivendi , etc. Lips., 1882. 
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Comp, also the relevant sections in the Histories of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, by Httmb (Ch. I -III.), Lingaup (Oh. I. VIII.), 
Lappenbekg (Vol. I.), Gkeen (Vol. L), Hilt. Bueton (Hist., of 
Scotland, Vol. I.) ; Milman’S Latin Christianity (Book IV., Ch. 3-5); 
Macleab’s Apostles of Mediaeval Europe (Lond. 1869), Thomas 
Smith’s Mediaeval Missions (Edinb. 1880). 

§ 8. The Britons. 

Literature: The works of Bede, Gildas, Nennius, Usshee, Bbight, 
Pit Y oe, quoted in $ 7. 

Britain made its first appearance in secular history half a cen- 
tury before the Christian era, when Julius Caesar, the conqueror 
of Gaul, sailed with a Roman army from Calais across the chan- 
nel, and added the British island to the dominion of the eternal 
city, though it was not fully subdued till the reign of Claudius 
(A. D. 41-54). It figures in ecclesiastical history from the con- 
version of the Britons in the second century. Its missionary 
history is divided into two periods, the Keltic and the Anglo- 
Saxon, both catholic in doctrine, as far :is developed at that time, 
slightly differing in discipline, yet bitterly hostile under the 
influence of the antagonism of race, which was ultimately over- 
come in England and Scotland but is still burning in Ireland, 
the proper homo of the Kelts. The Norman conquest nuide both 
races better Romanists than they were before. 

The oldest inhabitants of Britain, like the Irish, the Scots, and 
the Gauls, were of Keltic origin, half naked and painted barba- 
rians, quarrelsome, rapacious, revengeful, torn by intestine fac- 
tions, which facilitated their conquest. They had adopted, under 
different appellations, the gods of the Greeks and Romans, and 
worshipped a multitude of local deities, the genii of the woods, 
rivers, and mountains; they paid special homage to the oak, tho 
king of the forest. They offered the fruits of tiro earth, tho 
spoils of the enemy, and, in the hour of danger, human lives. 
Thar priests, called druids, 1 dwelt in huts or caverns, amid the 

1 The word I>ruid or Druidh is not from the Greek oak (as the elder 
Pliny thought), but a Keltic term draiod, meaning sage, priest, and is equivalent 
to the magi in the ancient East. In the Irish Scriptures draiod is used for 
magi, Matt. 2 : 1. 
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silence and gloom of the forest, were in possession of all educa- 
tion and spiritual power, professed to know the secrets of nature, 
medicine and astrology, and practised the arts of divination. 
They taught, as the three principles of wisdom: “obedience to 
the laws of God, concern for the good of man, and fortitude 
under the accidents of life.” They also taught the immortality 
of the soul and the fiction of metempsychosis. One class of the 
druids, who delivered their instructions in verse, were distin- 
guished by the title of bards, who as poets and musicians accom- 
panied the chieftain to the battle-field, and enlivened the feasts 
of peace by the sound of the harp. There are still remains of 
druidical temples — the most remarkable at Stonehenge on Salis- 
bury Plain, and at Stennis in the Orkney Islands — that is, cir- 
cles of huge stones standing in some cases twenty feet above the 
earth, and near them large mounds supposed to be ancient burial- 
places; for men desire to be buried near a place of worship. 

The first introduction of Christianity into Britain is involved 
in obscurity. The legendary history ascribes it at least to ten 
different agencies, namely, 1) Bran, a British prince, and his son 
Caradog, who is said to have become acquainted with St. Paul in 
Rome, A.D. 51 to 58, and to have introduced the gospel into 
his native country on his return. 2) St. Paul. 3) St. Peter. 
4) St. Simon Zelotes. 5) St. Philip. 6) St. James the Great. 
7) St. John. 8) Aristobulus (Rom. xvi. 10). 9) Joseph of 
Arimathsea, who figures largely in the post-Norman legends of 
Glastonbury Abbey, and is said to have brought the holy Graal 
— the vessel or platter of the Lord's Supper— containing the 
blood of Christ, to England. 10) Missionaries of Pope Eleu- 
therus from Rome to King Lucius of Britain. 1 

1 See Haddan & Stubbs, Come, and Eccles. Doc. I. 22-26, and Pryce, 31 sqq. 
Haddan says, that “statements respecting (a) British Christians at Rome, (5) 
British Christians in Britain, (c) Apostles or apostolic men preaching in Bri- 
tain, in the first century — rest upon either guess, mistake or fable;” and that 
“evidence alleged for fixe existence of a Christian church in Britain during the 
second century is simply unhistorical.” Bryce calls these early agencies “gratui- 
tous assumptions, plausible guesses, or legendary fables.” Eusebius, D/m. Ev. 
UL 5, speaks as if some of the Twelve or of the Seventy had “crossed the 



24 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590 TO 1049. 


But these legends cannot be traced beyond the sixth century, 
and are therefore destitute of all historic value. A visit of St. 
Paul to Britain between A.D. 63 and 67 is indeed in itself not 
impossible (on the assumption of a second Roman captivity), and 
has been advocated even by such scholars as Ussher and Stilling- 
fleet, but is intrinsically improbable, and destitute of all evidence. 1 

The conversion of King Lucius in the second century through 
correspondence with the Roman bishop Elcutherus (176 to 190), 
is related by Bede, in connection with several errors, and is a 
legend rather than an established fact. 1 Ircnseus of Lyons, who 
enumerates all the churches one by one, knows of none in Britain. 
Yet the connection of Britain with Rome and with Gaul must 

ocean to the isles called British;” but the passage is rhetorical and indefinite. 
In his Church History he omits Britain from the apostolic mission-fioldL 

1 It is merely an inference from the well-known passage of Clement of Rome, 
JEjp. ad Corinth . c. 5, that Paul carried the gospel “to the end of the West ” 
(h d rb ripfia rrjg dbutoq). But this is far more naturally understood of a visit to 
Spain which Paul intended (Rom. xv. 28), and which seems confirmed by a 
passage in the Muxatorian Fragment about 170 ( a JProfectionem Pauli ah uric 
ad Spaniam profiewentis”) ; while there is no trace whatever of an intended or 
actual visit to Britain. Canon Bright calls this merely a “pious fancy” (p. 1) ; 
and Bishop Iightfoot remarks: “For the patriotic belief of some English 
writers, who have included Britain in the Apostiete travels, there is neither 
evidence nor probability” (&L Clement of Borne, p. 50). It is barely possible* 
however, that some Galatian converts of Paul, visiting the for West to barter 
the hair-cloths of their native land for the useful metal of Britain, may have 
first made known the gospel to the Britons in their kindred Keltic tongue. See 
Lightfoot, Com. on Gal., p. 246. 

* Book I., ch. 4: “Lucius, king of the Britons, sent a letter to Eleutherus, 
entreating that by his command he might be made a Christian. He soon ob- 
tained his pious request, and the Britons preserved the frith, which they had 
received, unoormpt ed and entire, in peace and tranqnillity,until the time of the 
Emperor Diocletian.” Comp, the foot-note of Giles in loe. Haddan sayB (L 25) : 
“The story of Lucius rests solely upon the later form of the Catalogue Pontifcum 
Bomamrum which was written c. A. D. 530, and which adds to the Vita Eleutheri 
(A.D. 171-186) that (^Wem) accepit epktolom a Ludo Britamm Bege, 
td CkrMamm efficerebur pair ejus mmdaJbwmJ Bat these words are not in the 
original Catalogue , written shortly after A.D. 353.” Beda copies the Roman 
account Gildas knows nothing of Lucius. According to other accounts, Lu- 
cius (Lever Maur, or the Great light) sent Fagan and Dervan to Rome, who 
were ordained by Evaristus or Eleutherus, and on their return established the 
British church. See Iingard, History of England, L 46. 
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have brought it early into contact with Christianity. About 
A. D. 208 Tertullian exultingly declared “that places in Britain 
not yet visited by Romans were subject to Christ.” 1 St. Alban, 
probably a Roman soldier, died as the British proto-martyr in 
the Diocletian persecution (303), and left the impress of his 
name on English history. 3 Constantine, the first Christian em- 
peror, was bom in Britain, and his mother, St Helena, was 
probably a native of the country. In the Council of Arles, 
A. D. 314, which condemned the Donatists, we meet with three 
British bishops, Eborius of York (Eboracum), Restitutus of 
London (Londinum), and Adelfius of Lincoln (Colonia Londi- 
nensium), or Cserleon in Wales, besides a presbyter and deacon. 3 
In the Arian controversy the British churches sided with Atha- 
nasius and the Nicene Creed, though hesitating about the term 
homo<m$ios.* A notorious heretic, Pelagius (Morgan), was from 
the same island; his abler, though less influential associate, Ce- 
lestius, was probably an Irishman; but their doctrines were con- 
demned (429), and the Catholic faith reestablished with the 
assistance of two Gallic bishops. 5 

Monumental remains of the British church during the Roman 
period are recorded or still exist at Canterbury (St. Martin’s), 
Cserleon, Bangor, Glastonbury, Dover, Richborough (Kent), 
Reculver, Lyminge, Brixworth, and other places.* 

The Roman dominion in Britain ceased about A. D. 410; the 

1 Adv. Judceos 7 : “Britannorum inaccma Romanis loco, Christo vero subdita.” 
Bishop Kaye ( Tertvtt. , p. 94) understands this passage as referring to the far- 
thest extremities of Britain. So Burton (II. 207): “Parts of the island which 
had not been visited by the Romans.” See Bright, p. 5. 

* Bede L 7. The story of St Alban is first narrated by Gildas in the sixth 
century. Milman and Bright (p. 6) admit his historic reality. 

8 Wiltsch, Handhuch der kirchl Geogr. und Statistik 1. 42 and 238, Mansi, Cone. 
II. 467, Haddan and Stubbs, l c., 1. 7. Haddan identifies Colonia Londinensium 
with Col. Legionensium, £ e. Caerleon-on-Usk. 

4 See Haddan and Stubbs, L 7*10. 

4 Bede L 21 ascribes the triumph of the Catholic faith over the Pelagian 
heresy to the miraculous healing of a lame youth by Germanus (St Germain), 
Bishop of Auxerre. Comp, also Haddan and Stubbs, L 15*17. 

9 See Haddan and Stubbs, L 36*40. 
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troops were withdrawn, and the country left to govern itself. The 
result was a partial relapse into barbarism and a demoralization 
of the church. The intercourse with the Continent was cut off, 
and the barbarians of the North pressed heavily upon the Britons. 
For a century and a half we hear nothing of the British churches 
till the silence is broken by the querulous voice of Gildas, who 
informs us of the degeneracy of the clergy, the decay of religion, 
the introduction and suppression of the Pelagian heresy, and the 
mission of Palladius to the Scots in Ireland. This long isolation 
accounts in part for the trifling differences and the bitter antago- 
nism between the remnant of the old British church and the new 
church imported from Rome among the hated Anglo-Saxons. 

The difference was not doctrinal, but ritualistic and discipli- 
nary. The British as well as the Irish and Scotch Christians of 
the sixth and seventh centuries kept Easter on the very day of 
the full moon in March when it was Sunday, or on the next 
Sunday following. They adhered to the older cycle of eighty- 
four years in opposition to the later Dionysian cycle of ninety-five 
years, which came into use on the Continent since the middle of 
the sixth century . 1 They shaved the fore-part of their head from 
car to ear in the form of a crescent, allowing the hair to grow 
behind, in imitation of the aureola, instead of shaving, like the 
Romans, the crown of the head in a circular form, and leaving a 
circle of hair, which was to represent the Saviour’s crown of 
thorns. They had, moreover — and this was the most important 
and most irritating difference — become practically independent 
of Rome, and transacted their business in councils without 
referring to the pope, who began to be regarded on the Continent 
as the righteous ruler and judge of all Christendom. 

1 The British and Irish Christians were stigmatized by their Roman oppo- 
nents as heretical Qmrtodecimana (Bede HL 4) ; but the Eastern Quartodecimana 
invariably celebrated Easter on the fourteenth day of the month (hence their 
designation), whether it fell on a Sunday or not ; while the Britons and Irish 
celebrated it always on a Sunday between the 14th and the 20th of the month; 
the Romans between the 15th and 21st Comp. Skene, 1. c. IL 9 sq. ; the elabo- 
rate discussion of Ebrard, Die iro-schotL Mimcmkirche, 19-77, and Sullen, 
Dccles. Hitt, of Ireland, L 57 sqq. 
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From these facts some historians have inferred the Eastern or 
Greek origin of the old British church. But there is no evidence 
whatever of any such connection, unless it be perhaps through 
the medium of the neighboring church of Gaul, which was partly 
planted or moulded by Irenseus of Lyons, a pupil of St. Poly- 
carp of Smyrna, and which always maintained a sort of inde- 
pendence of Some. 

But in the points of dispute just mentioned, the Galliean 
church at that time agreed with Pome. Consequently, the 
peculiarities of the British Christians must be traced to their 
insular isolation and long separation from Rome. The Western 
church on the Continent passed through some changes in the 
development of the authority of the papal see, and in the mode 
of calculating Easter, until the computation was finally fixed 
through Dionysius Exiguus in 525. The British, unacquainted 
with these changes, adhered to the older independence and to the 
older customs. They continued to keep Easter from the 14th of 
the moon to the 20th. This difference involved a difference in 
all the moveable festivals, and created great confusion in Eng- 
land after the conversion of the Saxons to the Roman rite. 

§ 9. The Anglo-Saxons . 

LITER ATTIRE. 

I. The sources for the planting of Roman Christianity among the 
Anglo-Saxons are several Letters of Pope Gregory I. (Epp-, Lib. 
VI. 7, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59; IX. 11, 108; XI. 28, 29, 64, 65, 
66, 76; in Migne’s ed. of Gregory’s Opera, Vol. III.; also in Haddan 
and Stubbs, HI. 5 sqq.) ; the first and second boohs of Bede’s Eccles. 
JHUst; GosOELIN’s Life of St- Augustin , written in the 11th century, 
and contained in the Acta Sanctorum of May 26th; and Thorne’s 
Chronicles of St- Augustinus Abbey - See also Haddan and Stubbs, 
Councils , etc., the 3d vol., which comes down to A. D. 840. 

H. Of modem lives of St. Augustin, we mention Montalembert, 
Monks of the West, Vol. HI. ; Dean Hook, Archbishops of Canterbury, 
Vol. I., and Dean Stanley, Memorials of Canterbury, 1st ed., 1855, 
9th ed. 1880. Comp. Lit- in Sec. 7. 

British Christianity was always a feeble plant, and suffered 
greatly from the Anglo-Saxon conquest and the devastating wars 
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which followed it. With the decline of the Roman power, the 
Britons, weakened by the vices of Roman civilization, and unable 
to resist the aggressions of the wild Piets and Scots from the 
North, called Hengist and Horsa, two brother-princes and 
reputed descendants of Wodan, the god of war, from Germany 
to their aid, A. D. 449. 1 

From this time begins the emigration of Saxons, Angles or 
Anglians, Jutes, and Frisians to Britain. They gave to it a new 
nationality and a new language, the Anglo-Saxon, which forms 
the base and trunk of the present people and language of Eng- 
land (Angle-land). They belonged to the great Teutonic race, 
and came from the Western and Northern parts of Germany, 
from the districts North of the Elbe, the Weser, and the Eyder, 
especially from Holstein, Schleswig, and Jutland. They could 
never be subdued by the Romans, and the emperor Julian pro- 
nounced them the most formidable of all the nations that dwelt 
beyond the Rhine on the shores of the Western ocean. They 
were tall and handsome, with blue eyes and fair skin, strong and 
enduring, given to pillage by land, and piracy by sea, having 
the cultivation of the soil, with the care of their flocks, to women 
and slaves. They were the fiercest among the Germans. They 
sacrificed a tenth of their chief captives on the altars of their 
gods. They used the spear, the sword, and the battle-axe with 
terrible effect. “We have not,” says Sidonius, bishop of Cler- 
mont,* “a more cruel and more dangerous enemy than the Sax- 
ons. They overcome all who have the courage to oppose them. 
.... When they pursue, they infallibly overtake; when they 
are pursued, their escape is certain. They despise danger; they 
are inured to shipwreck; they are eager to purchase booty with 
the peril of their lives. Tempests, which to others are so dread- 
ful, to them are subjects of joy. The storm is their protection 
when they are pressed by the enemy, and a cover for their ope- 

1 The chronology is somewhat uncertain. See Lappenberg’s QttehvMe von 
J&ngUmd, Bd. L, p. 73 sqq. 

1 Quoted by Lingard, L 62. The picture here given corresponds closely with 
that given in Beowulf’s Drapa, from the 9th century. 
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rations when they meditate an attack.” Like the Bedouins in 
the East, and the Indians of America, they were divided in 
tribes, each with a chieftain. In times of danger, they selected a 
supreme commander under the name of Konyng or King, but 
only for a period. 

These strangers from the Continent successfully repelled the 
Northern invaders; but being well pleased with the fertility and 
climate of the country, and reinforced by frequent accessions 
from their countrymen, they turned upon the confederate Britons, 
drove them to the mountains of Wales and the borders of Scot- 
land, or reduced them to slavery, and within a century and a 
half they made themselves masters of England. From invaders 
they became settlers, and established an octarchy or eight inde- 
pendent kingdoms, Kent, Sussex, Wessex, Essex, Northumbria, 
Mercia, Bemicia, and Deira. The last two were often united 
under the same head; hence we generally speak of but seven 
kingdoms or the Anglo-Saxon heptarchy. 

From this period of the conflict between the two races dates 
the Keltic form of the Arthurian legends, which afterwards un- 
derwent a radical telescopic transformation in France. They 
have no historical value except in connection with the romantic 
poetry of mediaeval religion. 1 

1 King Arthur (or Arte), the hero of Wales, of the Chronicles of Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, and the romances of the Bound Table, if not entirely mythical, was 
one of the last Keltic chiefs, who struggled against the Saxon invaders in the 
sixth century. He redded in great state at Cserleon in Wales, surrounded by 
valorous knights, seated with him at a round table, gained twelve victories over 
the Saxons, and died in the battle of Mount Badon or Badon Hill near Bath 
(A D. 520). The legend was afterwards christianized, transferred to French 
soil, and blended with the Carlovingian Knights of the Bound Table, which 
never existed. Arthur’s name was also connected since the Crusades with the 
quest of the Holy Grail or Graal (Keltic grid, old French son greed or greet), 
i e. the wonderful howl-shaped vessel of the Lord’s Supper (used for the Paschal 
Lamb, or, according to another view, for the cup of blessing), in which Joseph 
of Arimathsea caught the blood of the Saviour at the cross, and which appears 
in the Arthurian romances as the token of the visible presence of Christ, or the 
symbolic embodiment of the doctrine of transubstantiation. Hence the deriva- 
tion of Grail from tangv.it reatit, real blood, or tang royal, the Lord’s blood. 
Others derive it from the Bomanic great, cup or dish; still others from the 
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§ 10. The Mission of Gregory and Augustin. Conversion of Kent. 

A.B. 595-604. 

With the conquest of the Anglo-Saxons, who were heathen 
harharianfij Christianity was nearly extirpated in Britain. Priests 
were cruelly massacred, churches and monasteries were destroyed, 
together with the vestiges of a weak Roman civilization. The 
hatred and weakness of the Britons prevented them from offer- 
ing the gospel to the conquerors, who in turn would have rejected 
it from contempt of the conquered. 1 

But fortunately Christianity was re-introduced from a remote 
country, and by persons who had nothing to do with the quar- 
rels of the two races. To Rome, aided by the influence of 
France, belongs the credit of reclaiming England to Christianity 
and civilization. In England the first, and, we may say, the 
only purely national church in the West was founded, but in 
close union with the papacy. “The English church,” says 
Freeman, “reverencing Rome, but not slavishly bowing down 
to her, grew up with a distinctly national character, and gra- 
dually infused its influence into all the feelings and habits of the 
English people. By the end of the seventh century, the inde- 
pendent, insular, Teutonic church had become one of the bright- 
est lights of the Christian firmament. In short, the introduction 

Latin graduate. See Gemffbey of Monmouth, Chronieon me ISstoria Bri- 
tonum (1130 and 1147, translated into English by Aaron Thomson, London, 
1718); Six T. Maxoby, History of Prince Arthur (1480-1485, new ed. by 
Southey, 1817) ; Wolfbam von Eschenbacw, Parcival and Ttiwd (about 1205, 
transL by K. Simrock, Stuttg, 1842); Laohmann, Wolfram, von Etehmbaali 
(Berlin, 1833, 2nd ed, 1854) ; GBschbl, Die Sage von Parcival md mm Oral 
meh Wolfram von Eschenbach (Berlin, 1868) ; Paulin Pabis, Let Homans de la 
Table Sonde (Paris, 1860) ; Tennyson, The Idylls of the King (1859), and The 
Holy GraU (1869); Skene, Four Ancient Books op Wales (1868); HtUART- 
Gxennie, Arthurian Localities (1869) ; Bibch-Hjbsootklt), Die Sage vom Oral, 
(Leipz., 1877); and an article of GCschex, Oral, in the first od. of Horace's 
Emyykl. V. 312 (omitted in the second ed.). 

1 Bede (L 22) counts it among the most wicked acts or neglects, r ather , of 
the Britons mentioned even by their own historian Gildaa, that they never 
preached the faith to the Saxons who dwelt among them 
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of Christianity completely changed the position of the English 
nation, both within its own island and towards the rest of the 
world” 1 

The origin of the Anglo-Saxon mission reads like a beautiful 
romance. Pope Gregory I., when abbot of a Benedictine con- 
vent, saw in the slave-market of Rome three Anglo-Saxon boys 
offered for sale. He was impressed with their fine appearance, 
fair complexion, sweet faces and light flaxen hair; and learning, 
to his grief, that they were idolaters, he asked the name of their 
nation, their country, and their king. When he heard that they 
were Angles, he said: “Right, for they have angelic faces, and 
are worthy to be fellow-heirs with angels in heaven.” They were 
from the province Deira. “Truly,” he replied, “are they He- 
ira-m, that is, plucked from the ire of God, and called to the 
mercy of Christ.” He asked the name of their king, which was 
iElla or Ella (who reigned from 559 to 588). “Hallelujah,” 
he exclaimed, “the praise of God the Creator must be sung in 
those parts.” He proceeded at once from the slave market to 
the pope, and entreated him to send missionaries to England, 
offering himself for this noble work. He actually started for the 
spiritual conquest of the distant island. But the Romans would 
not part with him, called him back, and shortly afterwards 
elected him pope (590). What he could not do in person, he 
carried out through others.’ 

In the year 596, Gregory, remembering his interview with the 
sweet-faced and fair-haired Anglo-Saxon slave-boys, and hearing 
of a favorable opportunity for a mission, sent the Benedictine 
abbot Augustin (Austin), thirty other monks, and a priest, Lau- 
rentins, with instructions, letters of recommendation to the Frank 

1 History of the Norman conquest of England, VoL L, p. 22 (Oxford ed. of 1873). 

* Beda (B. II., ch. 1 at the dose) received this account “from the ancients » 
{ah anKqms, or traditions majorum), bat gives it as an episode, not as a part o. 
the English mission (which is related I. 53). The elaborate play on words 
excites critical suspicion of the troth of the story, which, though well told, is 
probably invented or embellished, like so many legends about Gregory. “Se 
non vero, e ben trovato.” 
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kings and several bishops of Gaul, and a few books, to England . 1 
The missionaries, accompanied by some interpreters from France, 
landed on the isle of Thanet in Kent, near the mouth of the 
Thames . 1 King Ethelbert, by his marriage to Bertha, a Christian 
princess from Paris, who had brought a bishop with her, was 
already prepared for a change of religion. He went to meet the 
btrangers and received them in the open air; being afraid of 
some magic if he were to see them under roof. They bore a 
silver cross for their banner, and the image of Christ painted 
on a board; and after singing the litany and offering prayers 
for themselves and the people whom they had come to convert, 
they preached the gospel through their Frank interpreters. The 
king was pleased with the ritualistic and oratorical display of 
the new religion from distant, mighty Rome, and said: “Your 
words and promises are very fair; but as they are new to us and 
of uncertain import, I cannot forsake the religion I have so long 
followed with the whole English nation. Yet as you are come 
from far, and are desirous to benefit us, I will supply you with 
the necessary sustenance, and not forbid you to preach and to 
convert as many as you can to your religion . 118 Accordingly, 
he allowed them to reside in the City of Canterbury (Dorovcrn, 
Durovemum), which was the metropolis of his kingdom, and 
was soon to become the metropolis of the Church of England. 
They preached and led a severe monastic life. Several believed 
and were baptized, “admiring , 11 as Bede says, “the simplicity of 
their innocent life, and the sweetness of their heavenly doctrine . 11 
He also mentions miracles. Gregory warned Augustin not to 
be puffed up by miracles, but to rejoice with fear, and to tremble 

1 Among these books were a Bible in 2 vols., a Psalter, a book of the Gospels, 
a Martyrology, Apocryphal Lives of the Apostles, and some Commentaries. 
"These are the foundation or beginning of the library of the whole English 
church.” 

* The first journey of Augustin, in 595, was a failure. He started finally for 
Eng la n d July 23d, 596, wintered in Gaul, and landed in England the following 
year with about forty persons, including Gallic priests and interpreters. Had* 
dan and Stubbs, JSL 4. 

* Bede L 25. 
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in rejoicing, remembering what the Lord said to his disciples 
when they boasted that even the devils were subject to them. 
For not all the elect work miracles, and yet the names of all are 
written in heaven. 1 

King Ethelbert was converted and baptized (probably June 
2, 597), and drew gradually his whole nation after him, though 
he was taught by the missionaries not to use compulsion, since 
the service of Christ ought to be voluntary. 

Augustin, by order of pope Gregory, was ordained archbishop 
of the English nation by Vergilius, 2 archbishop of Arles, Nov. 
16, 597, and became the first primate of England, with a long 
line of successors even to this day. On his return, at Christmas, 
he baptized more than ten thousand English. His talents and 
character did not rise above mediocrity, and he bears no compa- 
rison whatever with his great namesake, the theologian and 
bishop of Hippo; but he was, upon the whole, well fitted for his 
missionary work, and his permanent success lends to his name the 
halo of a borrowed greatness. He built a church and monastery 
at Canterbury, the mother-church of Anglo-Saxon Christendom. 
He sent the priest Lauren tius to Rome to inform the pope of his 
progress and to ask an answer to a number of questions concern- 
ing the conduct of bishops towards their clergy, the ritualistic 
differences between the Roman and the Gallican churches, the 
marriage of two brothers to two sisters, the marriage of relations, 
whether a bishop may be ordained without other bishops being 
present, whether a woman with child ought to be baptized, how 
long after the birth of an infant carnal intercourse of married 
people should be delayed, etc. Gregory answered these ques- 
tions very fully in the legalistic and ascetic spirit of the 

1 “Non mtm omnes deed miracula faciunt, sed tamen eorrni omnium nomina in 
<j ado sunt asmipta” Greg*} Ad Augusdnum Anghrum Episcopum, Epp. lib. 
XL 28, and Bede 1. 31. 

* Not jEtherius, as Bede has it, L 27, and in other places. JEtherius was the 
contemporary archbishop of Lyons. 
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age, yet, upon the whole, with much good sense and pastoral 
wisdom . 1 

It is remarkable that this pope, unlike his successors, did not 
insist on absolute conformity to the Roman church, but advises 
Augustin, who thought that the different customs of the Gallican 
church were inconsistent with the unify of faith, “to choose from 
every church those things that are pious, religious and upright;” 
for “things are not to be loved for the sake of places, but 
places for the sake of good things ” 2 In other respects, the 
advice falls in with the papal system and practice. lie directs 
the missionaries not to destroy the heathen temples, but to 
convert them into Christian churches, to substitute the wor- 
ship of relics for the worship of idols, and to allow the new 
converts, on the day of dedication and other festivities, to 
kill cattle according to their ancient custom, yet no more to 
the devils, but to the praise of God; for it is impossible, he 
thought, to efface everything at once from their obdurate minds; 
and he who endeavors to ascend to the highest place, must rise 
by degrees or steps, and not by leaps . 3 This method was faith- 
fully followed by his missionaries. It no doubt facilitated the 

1 Bede I. 27 sqq. gives extracts from Gregory's answers. Tt is curious how 
the pope handles such delicate subjects as the monthly courses and the carnal 
intercourse between married people. A husband, he says, should not approach 
his wife after the birth of an infant, till the infant be woanod. Mothers should 
not give their children to other women to suckle. A man who has approached 
his wife is not to enter the church unless washed with water and till after sun- 
set. We see here the genius of Romanism wliich aims to control by its legisla- 
tion all the ramifications of human life, and to shackle the conscience by a 
subtle and minute casuistry. Barbarians, however, must be treated like children. 

* “Non enim pro locis res, sed pro bonis rebus loca amemda stmt. Me singulis 
ergo qmJbvsdam ecdesiis, quoepm, quee rdigiosa, qm recta sunt, digs, et hose quad in 
fascMvim coUecta, cupud Anglorum merries in consuetudinem depone” Gr. JEtespons , 
ad interrogate Aug., Ep. XL 64, and Bede L 27. 

* “ Is qm locum srnmum ascendere nititur, gradibus vd pcmJbus , nan emtem 
saltibus devoriur” Ep. lib. XL 76 (and Bede L 80). This epistle of the year 601 
is addressed to Mellitus on his way to England, but is intended for Augustin ad 
faeriiorem Anglorum conversionem. In Sardinia, where Christianity already pre- 
vailed, Gregory advised Bishop Januarius to suppress the remaining heathen- 
ism by imprisonment and corporal punishment. 
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nominal conversion of England, but swept a vast amount of 
heathenism into the Christian church, which it took centuries to 
eradicate. 

Gregory sent to Augustin, June 22, 601, the metropolitan 
pall (paUivm), several priests (Mellitus, Justus, Paulinus, and 
others), many books, sacred vessels and vestments, and relics 
of apostles and martyrs. He directed him to ordain twelve 
bishops in the archiepiscopal diocese of Canterbury, and to ap- 
point an archbishop for York, who was also to ordain twelve 
bishops, if the country adjoining should receive the word of God. 
Mellitus was consecrated the first bishop of London; Justus, 
bishop of Rochester, both in 604 by Augustin (without assist- 
ants); Paulinus, the first archbishop of York, 625, after the 
death of Gregory and Augustin. 1 The pope sent also letters 
and presents to king Ethelbert, “his most excellent son,” ex- 
horting him to persevere in the faith, to commend it by good 
works among his subjects, to suppress the worship of idols, and 
to follow the instructions of Augustin. 

§ 11. Antagonism of the Saxon and British Clergy. 

Bede, II. 2; Haddad and Stubbs, III. 38-41. 

Augustin, with the aid of king Ethelbert, arranged (in 602 or 
603) a conference with the British bishops, at a place in Sussex 
near the banks of the Severn under an oak, called “Augustin’s 
Oak.” * He admonished them to conform to the Roman ceremo- 
nial in the observance of Easter Sunday, and the mode of admi- 
nistering baptism, and to unite with their Saxon brethren in 
converting the Gentiles. Augustin had neither wisdom nor 
charity enough to sacrifice even the most trifling ceremonies on 
the altar of peace. He was a pedantic and contracted churchman. 
He met the Britons, who represented at all events an older and 
native Christianity, with the haughty spirit of Rome, which is 

1 York and London had been the iirst metropolitan sees among the Britons. 
London was even then, as Bede (XI. 3) remarks, a mart of many nations resort- 
ing to it by sea and land. 

2 On the time and place of the two conferences see the notes in Haddan and 
Stubbs, XIL 40 and 41. 
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■willing to compromise with heathen customs, but demands abso- 
lute submission from all other forms of Christianity, and hates 
independence as the worst of heresies. 

The Britons preferred their own traditions. After much use- 
less contention, Augustin proposed, and the Britons reluctantly 
accepted, an appeal to the miraculous interposition of God. A 
blind man of the Saxon race was brought forward and restored 
to sight by his prayer. The Britons still refused to give up 
their ancient customs without the consent of their people, and 
demanded a second and larger synod. 

At the second Conference, seven bishops of the Britons, with 
a number of learned men from the Convent of Bangor, appeared, 
and were advised by a venerated hermit to submit the Saxon 
archbishop to the moral test of meekness and humility as required 
by Christ from his followers. If Augustin, at the meeting, 
shall rise before them, they should hoar him submissively; 
but if he shall not rise, they should despise him as a proud 
man. As they drew near, the Roman dignitary remained 
seated in his chair. He demanded of them three things, viz. 
compliance with the Roman observance of the time of Easter, 
the Roman form of baptism, and aid in efforts to convert the 
English nation; and then he would readily tolerate their other 
peculiarities. They refused, reasoning among themselves, if he 
will not rise up before us now, how much more will he despise 
us when we shall be subject to his authority? Augustin in- 
dignantly rebuked them and threatened the divine vengeance 
by the arms of the Saxons. "All which,” adds Bede, "through 
the dispensation of the 'divine judgment, fell out exactly as he 
had predicted.” For, a few years afterwards (613), Ethelfrith 
the Wild, the pagan King of Northumbria, attacked the Britons 
at Chester, and destroyed not only their army, but slaughtered 
several hundred 1 priests and monks, who accompanied tire sol- 
diers to aid them with their prayers. The massacre was followed 

1 Bede mentions twelve hundred, but the Saxon chronicle (A.D. 607) only 
two hundred. 
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by the destruction of the flourishing monastery of Bangor, 
where more than two thousand monks lived by the labor of 
their hands. 

This is a sad picture of the fierce animosity of the two races 
and rival forms of Christianity. Unhappily, it continues to the 
present day, but with a remarkable difference: the Keltic Irish 
who, like the Britons, once represented a more independent type 
of Catholicism, have, since the Norman conquest, and still more 
since the Reformation, become intense Romanists; while the 
English, once the dutiful subjects of Rome, have broken with 
that foreign power altogether, and have vainly endeavored to 
force Protestantism upon the conquered race. The Irish pro- 
blem will not be solved until the double curse of national and 
religious antagonism is removed. 

§ 12. Conversion of the Other Kingdoms of the Heptarchy. 

Augustin, the apostle of the Anglo-Saxons, died A. D. 604, 
and lies buried, with many of his successors, in the venerable 
cathedral of Canterbury. On his tomb was written this epitaph: 
"Here rests the Lord Augustin, first archbishop of Canterbury, 
who being formerly sent hither by the blessed Gregory, bishop 
of the city of Rome, and by God’s assistance supported with 
miracles, reduced king Ethelbert and his nation from the wor- 
ship of idols to the faith of Christ, and having ended the days 
of his office in peace, died on the 26th day of May, in the reign 
of the same king.” 1 

He was not a great man; but he did a great work in laying 
the foundations of English Christianity and civilization. 

Laurentius (604-619), and afterwards Mellitus (619-624) suc- 
ceeded him in his office. 

Other priests and monks were sent from Italy, and brought 
with them books and such culture as remained after the irrup- 
tion of the barbarians. The first archbishops of Canterbury and 
York, and the bishops of most of the Southern sees were foreign- 

1 Bede II., c. 3 ; Haddan and Stubbs, HI 63. 
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ers, if not consecrated, at least commissioned by the pope, and 
kept up a constant correspondence with Borne. Gradually a 
native clergy arose in England. 

The work of Christianization went on among the other king- 
doms of the heptarchy, and was aided by the marriage of kings 
with Christian wives, but was more than once interrupted by 
relapse into heathenism. Northumbria was converted chiefly 
through the labors of the sainted Aidan (d. Aug. 31, 651), a 
monk from the island Iona or Hii, and the first bishop of Lin- 
djsfame, who is even lauded by Bede for his zeal, piety and 
good works, although he differed from him on the Easter ques- 
tion . 1 Sussex was the last part of the Heptarchy which re- 
nounced paganism. It took nearly a hundred years before 
England was nominally converted to the Christian religion.* 

To this conversion England owes her national unity and the 
best elements of her civilization . 5 

The Anglo-Saxon Christianity was and continued to be till 
the Beformation, the Christianity of Borne, with its excellences 
and faults. It included the Latin mass, the worship of saints, 
images and relics, monastic virtues and vices, pilgrimages to the 
holy city, and much credulity and superstition. Even kings 
abdicated their crown to show their profound reverence for the 
supreme pontiff and to secure from him a passport to heaven. 
Chapels, churches and cathedrals were erected in the towns; 
convents founded in the country by the bank of the river or 
under the shelter of a hill, and became rich by pious donations 
of land. The lofty cathedrals and ivy-clad ruins of old abbeys 

1 Bede HX,c. 14-17; Y.24. 

3 See the details of the missionary labors in the seven kingdoms in Bede; 
also in Milman 1 c.; and the documents in Haddan and Stubbs, vol. III* 

* "The conversion of the heptarchic kingdom,” says Professor Stubbs (Covr 
stibutvoml History of England, Vol. I., p. 217), "during the seventh century not 
only revealed to Europe and Christendom the existence of a new nation, but 
may be said to have rendered the new nation conscious of its unity in a way in 
which, under the influence of heathenism, community of language and custom 
had failed to do.” 
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and cloisters in England and Scotland still remain to testify in 
solemn silence to the power of mediaeval Catholicism. 

§ 13. Conformity to Home Established. Wilfrid, Theodore , Bede. 

The dispute between the Anglo-Saxon or R omm, and the 
British ritual was renewed in the middle of the seventh century, 
but ended with the triumph of the former in England proper. 
The spirit of independence had to take refuge in Ireland and 
Scotland till the time of the Norman conquest, which crushed 
it out also in Ireland. 

Wilfrid, afterwards bishop of York, the first distinguished 
native prelate who combined clerical habits with haughty mag- 
nificence, acquired celebrity by expelling “the quartodeciman 
heresy and schism,” as it was improperly called, from Northum- 
bria, where the Scots had introduced it through St. Aidan. The 
controversy was decided in a Synod held at Whitby in 664 in 
the presence of King Oswy or Oswio and his son Alfrid. Col- 
man, the second successor of Aidan, defended the Scottish obser- 
vance of Easter by the authority of St. Columba and the apostle 
John. Wilfrid rested the Roman observance on the authority 
of Peter, who had introduced it in Rome, and on the universal 
custom of Christendom. When he mentioned, that to Peter 
were intrusted the keys of the kingdom of heaven, the king said: 
“I will not contradict the door-keeper, lest when I come to the 
gates of the kingdom of heaven, there should be none to open 
them.” By this irresistible argument the opposition was broken, 
and conformity to the Roman observance established. The 
Scottish semi-circular tonsure also, which was ascribed to Simon 
Magus, gave way to the circular, which was derived from St Peter. 
Colman, being worsted, returned with his sympathizers to Scot- 
land, where he built two monasteries. Tuda was made bishop in 
his place. 1 

Soon afterwards, a dreadful pestilence raged through England 

1 See a full account of this controversy in Bede, UL, c. 25, 26, and in Hadden 
and Stubbs, HL 100-106. 
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and Ireland, while Caledonia was saved, as the pious inhabitants 
believed, by the intercession of St. Columba. 

The fusion of English Christians was completed in the age of 
Theodoras, archbishop of Canterbury (669 to 690), and Beda 
Yenerabilis (b. 673, d. 735), presbyter and monk of Weaxmouth. 
About the same time Anglo-Saxon literature was bom, and laid 
the foundation for the development of the national genius which 
ultimately broke loose from Rome. 

Theodore was a native of Tarsus, where Paul was born, edu- 
cated in Athens, and, of course, acquainted with Greek and Latin 
learning. He received his appointment and consecration to the 
primacy of England from Pope Yitalian. He arrived at Can- 
terbury May 27, 669, visited the whole of England, established 
the Roman rule of Easter, and settled bishops in all the sees 
except London. He unjustly deposed bishop Wilfrid of York, 
who was equally devoted to Rome, but in his later years be- 
came involved in sacerdotal jealousies and strifes. He intro- 
duced order into the distracted church and some degree of 
education among the clergy. He was a man of autocratic tem- 
per, great executive ability, and, having been directly sent from 
Rome, he carried with him double authority. “He was the 
first archbishop,” says Bede, “to whom the whole church of 
England submitted.” During his administration the first Anglo- 
Saxon mission to the mother-country of the Saxons and E ricsians 
was attempted by Egbert, Yictberet, and Willibrord (689 to 
692). His chief work is a “ Penitential ” with minute directions 
for a moral and religious life, and punishments for drunkenness, 
licentiousness, and other prevalent vices. 1 

The Yenerable Bede was the first native En glish scholar, 
the father of English theology and church history. He spent his 
humble and peaceful life in the acquisition and cultivation of 

1 The works of Theodore (Pcmitmtiak, etc.) in Migne’s Patrol., Tom. 99, p. 
902. Comp, also Bede, IV. % Bright, p. 223, and especially Haddan and Stubbs, 
ML 114-227, where his Penitential is given in foil It was probably no direct 
work of Theodore, but drawn up under his eye and published by his authority. 

It presupposes a very bad state of morals among the clergy of age. 
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ecclesiastical and secular learning, wrote Latin in prose and 
verse, and translated portions of the Bible into Anglo-Saxon. 
His chief work is his — the only reliable — Church History of old 
England. He guides us with a gentle hand and in truly Chris- 
tian spirit, though colored by Roman views, from court to court, 
from monastery to monastery, and bishopric to bishopric, through 
the missionary labyrinth of the miniature kingdoms of his native 
island. He takes the Roman side in the controversies with the 
British churches. 1 

Before Bede cultivated Saxon prose, Caedmon (about 680), 
first a swine-herd, then a monk at Whitby, sung, as by inspira- 
tion, the wonders of creation and redemption, and became the 
father of Saxon (and Christian German) poetry. His poetry 
brought the Bible history home to the imagination of the Saxon 
people, and was a faint prophecy of the “ Divina Comedia” and 
the “Paradise Lost.” 2 We have a remarkable parallel to this 
association of Bede and Gedmon in the association of Wiclif, 
the first translator of the whole Bible into English (1380), and 
the contemporary of Chaucer, the father of English poetry, both 
forerunners of the British Reformation, and sustaining a relation 
to Protestant England somewhat similar to the relation which 
Bede and Caedmon sustain to mediaeval Catholic England. 

The conversion of England was nominal and ritual, rather 
than intellectual and moral. Education was confined to the 
clergy and monies, and consisted in the knowledge of the Deca- 
logue, the Creed and the Pater Noster, a little Latin without 
any Greek or Hebrew. The Anglo-Saxon clergy were only less 
ignorant than the British. The ultimate triumph of the Roman 

1 See Karl Werner (R. C.), Beda und seine Zeit, 1875. Bright, l c., pp. 326 sqq. 

8 JBeda, Hist. Bod. Angl IV. 24. Ooedmonis monachi Paraphrasis poetica Oene- 
sm ac prmciptiarum sacrcs paginoe Historiarum, ed. F. Junius, Amst, 1655; mo- 
dem editions by B. Thorpe, Lond., 1832, and 0. W. M. Grein, Gotting., 1857. 
Bouterwek, Caedmon's dee Angdsachen bihlische Dichtungen, Elberfeld, 1849-54, 
2 Parts. F. Hammerich, JEltcsto christliche EpHc der Angdsacteen, JDmtschm und 
Nordldnd&r. Transl. from the Danish by Michelsen, 1874. Comp, also the 
literature on the German Heliand, \ 27. 
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church was due chiefly to her superior organization, her direct 
apostolic descent, and the prestige of the Roman empire, ft 
made the Christianity of England independent of politics and 
court-intrigues, and kept it in close contact with the Chrisl canity 
of the Continent. The advantages of this connection were g roater 
than the dangers and evils of insular isolation. Among 1 11 the 
Teutonic tribes, the English became the most devoted subjects of 
the Pope. They sent more pilgrims to Rome and more money 
into the papal treasury than any other natiou. They invented 
the Peter’s Pence. At least thirty of their kings and queens, and 
an innumerable army of nobles ended their days in cloistral 
retreats. Nearly all of the public lands were deeded to churches 
and monasteries. But the exuberance of monasticism weakened 
the military and physical force of the nation, and facilitated the 
Danish and the Norman conquests. The power and riches of 
the church secularized the clergy, and necessitated in due time a 
reformation. Wealth always tends to vice, and vice to decay. 
The Norman conquest did not change the ecclesiastical relations 
of England, but infused new blood and vigor into the Saxon 
race, which is all the better for its mixed character. 

We add a list of the early archbishops and bishops of the four 
principal English sees, in the order of their foundation: 1 


Canterbury. London. Rochester. York 


Augustin.... 

....597 Mellitus 

,...604 Justus 

....604 PaulinuB 

....625 

Laurentius... 

.....604 [Cedd in Essex 654] Romanus.... 

....624 Chad 

,...665 

Mellitus 

.....619 Wind. 

...666 Paulinus .... 

633 Wilfrid, — conse- 

Justus. 

....624 Erconwald.. . 

...675 Ithamar 

.*..644 crated 665, 

in 

Honoring..., 

,...627 Waidhere... 

...693 Damian 

....656 possession..., 

.....669 

Deusdedit.. 

....655 Ingwald 

...704 Putta 

..*,669 Bosa 

....678 

Theodore... 

....668 

Cwichelm... 

...,676 Wilfrid again.. 

....686 

Brihtwald.., 

....693 

Gebmund... 

....678 Bosa agsin 

....691 

Tatwin — .... 

....731 

Tobias 

....693 John 

....706 
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§ 14. The Conversion of Ireland. St. Patrick and St. Bridget . 

LITERATURE. 

L The writings of St. Patrick are printed in the Vita Sanctorum of 
the Bollandists, sub March 17th; in Patriot Opuseula, ed. Waraeus 
(Sir James Ware, Lond., 1656) ; in Migne’s Patrolog., Tom. LIII. 
790-839, and with critical notes in Haddan and Stubbs, Councils , 
etc., Vol. II, Part II, (1878), pp. 296-323. 

H. The Life of St. Patrick in the Acta Sanctorum, Mart., Tom. II. 
517 sqq. 

Tillemont: M&moires, Tom. XVI. 452, 781. 

Ussher: Brit Eccl. Antiqu. 

J. H. Todd: St. Patrick, Apostle of Ireland. Dublin, 1864. 

C. Joh. Greith (R. C.) : Geschichte der altirischen Hirche und Hirer Ver- 
bindung mit Bom., Gallien und Alemannien, als Einleitung in die Ge- 
schichte des Stifts St. Gallen. Freiburg i. B. 1867. 

DANIEL DE Vinne: History of the Irish Primitive Church, together with 
the Life of St Patrick. N. York, 1870. 

J. Francis Sherman (R. C.): Loca Patridana: an Identification of 
Localities, chiefly in Leinster, visited by St Patrick. Dublin, 1879. 

F. E. WARREN (Epise.) : The Manuscript Irish Missal at Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford. London, 1879 .Ritual of the Celtic Church. Oxf.1881. 

Comp, also the works of Todd, McLauchlan, Ebrard, Killen, 
and Skene, quoted in l 7, and Forbes, Calendars of Scottish Saints , 
p. 431. 

The church-history of Ireland is peculiar. It began with an 
independent catholicity (or a sort of semi-Protestantism), and 
ended with Romanism, while other Western countries passed 
through the reverse order. Lying outside of the bounds of the 
Roman empire, and never invaded by Roman legions, 1 that vir- 
gin island was Christianized without bloodshed and independently 
of Rome and of the canons of the oecumenical synods. The early 
Irish church differed from the Continental churches in minor 
points of polity and worship, and yet excelled them all during 
the sixth and seventh centuries in spiritual purity and missionary 
zeal. After the Norman conquest, it became closely allied to 
Rome. In the sixteenth century the light of the Reformation 

1 Agricola thought of invading Ireland, and holding it by a single legion, in 
order to remove from Britain the dangerous sight of freedom. Tacitus, Agric * 
c. 24. 
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did not penetrate into the native population; but Queen Eliza* 
beth and the Stuarts set up by force a Protestant state-religion 
in antagonism to the prevailing faith of the people. lienee, by 
the law of re-action, the Keltic portion of Ireland became more 
intensely Roman Catholic, being filled with double hatred of 
England on the ground of difference of race and religion. This 
glaring anomaly of a Protestant state church in a Roman Catholic 
country has been removed at last after three centuries of oppres- 
sion and misrule, by the Irish Church Disestablishment Act in 
1869 under the ministry of Gladstone. 

The early history of Ireland (Hibernia) is buried in obscurity. 
The ancient Hibernians were a mixed race, but prevailingly 
Keltic. They were ruled by petty tyrants, proud, rapacious 
and warlike, who kept the country in perpetual strife. They 
were devoted to their religion of Druidism. Their island, even 
before the introduction of Christianity, was called the Sacred 
Island. It was also called Scotia or Scotland down to the elev- 
enth century. 1 The Romans made no attempt at subjugation, as 
they did not succeed in establishing their authority in Caledonia. 

The first traces of Irish Christianity are found at the end of 
the fourth or the beginning of the fifth century. 

As Pelagius, the father of the famous heresy, which bears his 
name, was a Briton, so Cselestius, his chief ally and champion, 
was a Hibernian; but we do not know whether he was a Chris- 
tian before he left Ireland. Mansuetus, first bishop of Toul, 
was an Irish Scot (A. D. "SO). Pope Gelcstinc, in 431, ordained 
and sent Palladius, a Roman deacon, and probably a native 
Briton, “to the Scots believing in Christ,” as their first bishop.* 
This notice by Prosper of France implies the previous existence 
of Christianity in Ireland. But Palladius was so discouraged • 

1 Isidore of Seville in 580 ( Origimes XIV. 6) was the first to call Hibernia by 
the name of Scotia: “Scotia eadm el Ibemia, proximo, Britannia irmda.” 

* Prosper Aquitan. (A. D. 455-468), Chron. ad an. 431 : “Ad Scotos in Qhristum 
eredentes ordinatm a Papa Chdeatino Palladius primus Episcopus mittitur.” Comp. 
Vita S. Palladia in the Book of Armagh, and the notes by Haddan and Stubbs, 
VoL II., Part II, pp. 290, 291. 
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that he soon abandoned the field, with his assistants, for North 
Britain, where he died among the Piets. 1 For nearly two cen- 
turies after this date, we have no authentic record of papal inter- 
course with Ireland ; and yet during that period it took its place 
among the Christian countries. It was converted by two humble 
individuals, who probably never saw Borne, St. Patrick, once a 
slave, and St. Bridget, the daughter of a slave-mother. 2 The 
Koman tradition that St. Patrick was sent by Pope Cselestine is 
too late to have any claim upon our acceptance, and is set aside 
by the entire silence of St. Patrick himself in his genuine works. 
It arose from confounding Patrick with Palladius. The Koman 
mission of Palladius failed; the independent mission of Patrick 
succeeded. He is the true Apostle of Ireland, and has impressed 
his memory in indelible characters upon the Irish race at home 
and abroad. 

St. Patrick or Patricius (died March 17, 465 or 493) was the 
son of a deacon, and grandson of a priest, as he confesses him- 
self without an intimation of the unlawfulness of clerical mar- 
riages. 3 He was in his youth carried captive into Ireland, with 
many others, and served his master six years as a shepherd. 
While tending his flock in the lonesome fields, the teachings of 
his childhood awakened to new life in his heart without any 
particular external agency. He escaped to France or Britain, 
was again enslaved for a short period, and had a remarkable 

1 He is said to have left in Ireland, when he withdrew, some relics of St. 
Peter and Paid, and a copy of the Old and New Testaments, which the Pope 
had given him, together with the tablets on which he himself used to write. 
Haddan & Stubbs, p. 291. 

2 Hence Montalembert says (H. 393): "The Christian faith dawned upon 
Ireland by means of two slaves” The slave-trade between Ireland and Eng- 
land flourished for many centuries. 

8 This fact is usually omitted by Roman Catholic writers. Butler says sim- 
ply: "His father was of a good family.” Even Montalembert conceals it by 
calling "the Gallo-Roman (?) Patrick, son of a relative of the great St. Mar- 
tin of Tours” (II. 390). He also repeats, without a shadow of proof, the legend 
that St Patrick was consecrated and commissioned by Pope St Celestine (p. 
391), though he admits that "legend and history have vied in taking possession 
of the life of St Patrick.” 
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dream, which decided his calling. He saw a man, Vietoricius, 
who handed him innumerable letters from Ireland, begging him 
to come over and help them. He obeyed the divine monition, 
and devoted the remainder of his life to the conversion of Ire- 
land (from A.D. 440 to 493). 1 

“I am,” he says, “greatly a debtor to God, who has bestowed 
his grace so largely upon me, that multitudes were born again 
to God through me. The Irish, who never had the knowledge 
of God and worshipped only idols and unclean tilings, have 
lately become the people of the Lord, and are called sons of 
God.” He speaks of having baptized many thousands of men. 
Armagh, seems to have been for some time the centre of his mis- 
sionary operations, and is to this day the scat of the primacy of 
Ireland, both Koman Catholic and Protestant. He died in 
peace, and was buried in Downpatrick (or Gabhul), where he 
began his mission, gained his first converts and spent his de- 
clining years. 3 

His Roman Catholic biographers have surrounded his life 
with marvelous achievements, while some modern Protestant 
hypercritics have questioned even his existence, as there is no 
certain mention of his name before 634; unless it be “the 
Hymn of St. Sechnall (Secundinm) in praise of St. Patrick,” 
which is assigned to 448. But if we accept his own writings, 
“there can be no reasonable doubt” (wc say with a Pres- 
byterian historian of Ireland) “that he preached the gosjHil in 
Hibernia in the fifth century; that he was a most zealous and 
efficient evangelist, and that he is eminently entitled to the 
honorable designation of the Apostte of Ireland.” * 

1 The dates are merely conjectural. Haddan & Stubbs (p. 295) solect A.D. 
440 for St. Patrick’s mission (as did Tillemont & Todd), and 493 as the year of 
his death. According to other accounts, his mission began much earlier, and 
lasted sixty years. The alleged date of the foundation of Armagh is A. D. 445. 

* Afterwards Armagh disputed the claims of Downpatrick. See Killen 1. 71-73. 

* Killen, YoL 1. 12. Patrick describes himself as “ Uiberimic constitutm epiaoopus.” 
Afterwards he was called “Episcopm Scotorwm," then “ Archiapostolim Scotonm,” 
then “ Abba* of all Ireland," and “Archbishop, First Primate, and Chief Apos- 
tle of Ireland.” See Haddan & Stubbs, p. 295. 
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The Christianity of Patrick -was substantially that of Gaul 
and old Britain, i. e. Catholic, orthodox, monastic, ascetic, but 
independent of the Pope, and differing from Borne in the age of 
Gregory I. in minor matters of polity and ritual. In his Con- 
fession he never mentions Borne or the Pope; he never appeals 
to tradition, and seems to recognize the Scriptures (including the 
Apocrypha) as the only authority in matters of faith. He quotes 
from the canonical Scriptures twenty-five times; three times 
from the Apocrypha. It has been conjectured that the failure 
and withdrawal of Palladius was due to Patrick, who had 
already monopolized this mission-field; but, according to the 
more probable chronology, the mission of Patrick began about 
nine years after that of Palladius. Prom the end of the 
seventh century, the two persons were confounded, and a part 
of the history of Palladius, especially his connection with Pope 
Caelestine, was transferred to Patrick. 1 

With St. Patrick there is inseparably connected the most 
renowned female saint of Ireland, St. Bridget (or Brigid, Bri- 
gida, Bride), who prepared his winding sheet and survived him 
many years. She died Feb. 1, 523 (or 525). She is “the Mary 
of Ireland,” and gave her name to innumerable Irish daughters, 
churches, and convents. She is not to be confounded with her 
name-sake, the widow-saint of Sweden. Her life is surrounded 
even by a still thicker cloud of legendary fiction than that of St. 
Patrick, so that it is impossible to separate the facts from the ac- 
cretions of a credulous posterity. She was an illegitimate child of 
a chieftain or bard, and a slave-mother, received holy orders, be- 
came deformed in answer to her own prayer, founded the famous 
nunnery of Kildare (i. e. the Church of the Oak),’ foretold the 
birth of Columba, and performed all sorts of signs and wonders. 

1 Haddan & Stubbs, p. 294, note : “The language of the Hymns of S. Sechnall 
and of S. Fiacc, and of S. Patrick’s own Confess io, and the silence of Prosper, 
besides chronological difficulties, disprove, upon purely historical grounds, the 
supposed mission from Rome of S. Patrick himself; which first appears in the 
Sdwlia on S. Fiactfs Hymn.” 

* The probable date of foundation is A. D. 480. Haddan & Stubbs, p. 295. 
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Upon her tomb in Kildare arose the inextinguishable flame 
called “the Light of St. Bridget,” which her nuns (like the 
Vestal Virgins of Borne) kept 

“Through long ages of darkness and storm” (Moore). 

Six lives of her were published by Colgan in his Trias Thau- 
mcztwrgus, and five by the Bollandists in the Acta Sanctorum. 

Critical Note on St. Patricb. 

We have only one or two genuine documents from Patrick, both writ- 
ten in semi-barbarous (early Irish) Latin, but breathing an humble, devout 
and fervent missionary spirit without anything specifically Eoman, viz. 
his autobiographical Confession (in 25 chapters), written shortly before 
his death (493?), and his Letter of remonstrance to Coroticus (or Cercdig), 
a British chieftain (nominally Christian), probably of Ceredigion or 
Cardigan, who had made a raid into Ireland, and sold several of 
Patrick's converts into slavery (10 chapters). The Confession, as con- 
tained in the “Book of Armagh,” is alleged to have been transcribed 
before A. D. 807 from Patrick's original autograph, which was then 
partly illegible. There are four other MSS. of tho eleventh century, 
with sundry additions towards the close, which seem to be independent 
copies of the same original. See Haddan & Stubbs, note on p. 296. 
The Epistle to Coroticus is much shorter, and not so generally accepted. 
Both documents were first printed in 1656, then in 1668 in the Acta 
Sanctorum , also in Migne's Patrologia (Vol. 53), in Miss Cusack's Life 
of St. Patrick , in the work of Ebrard (l. c. 482 sqq.), and in Haddan 
& Stubbs, Councils (Yol. II., P. II., 296 sqq.). 

There is a difference of opinion about Patrick's nationality, whether ho 
was of Scotch, or British, or French extraction. He begins his Confession : 
“I, Patrick, a sinner, the rudest and the least of all tho faithful, and the 
most contemptible with the multitude (Ego Patricius , peccator , rustiemi- 
mus et minimus omnium fidelium et contemptibilissimus apud plurimos f or, 
according to another reading, contemptibilis sum apud plurimos ), had for 
my father Calpomus (or Calphurnius), a deacon (diacomm, or dlaconem), 
fhe son of Potitus (al. Photius), a presbyter (filium quondam Potiti pres - 
tyteri), who lived in the village of Bannavem (or Banaven) of Tabernia; 
for he had a cottage in the neighborhood where I was captured. I was 
then about sixteen years old; but I was ignorant of the true God, and 
was led away into captivity to Hibernia.” Bannavem of Tabernia is 
perhaps Banavie in Lochaber in Scotland (SlcLauchlau) ; others fix the 
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place of his birth in Kilpatrick (i. e. the cell or church of Patrick), near 
Dunbarton on the Clyde (Ussher, Butler, Maclear) ; others, somewhere 
in Britain, and thus explain his epithet “Brito” or “Briton” (Joceline 
and Skene); still others seek it in Armoric Gaul, in Boulogne (from 
Bononia), and derive Brito from Brittany (Lanigan, Moore, Killen, De 
Vinne). 

He does not state the instrumentality of his conversion. Being 
the son of a clergyman, he must have received some Christian instruc- 
tion; but he neglected it till he was made to feel the power of reli- 
gion in communion with God while in slavery. “After I arrived in 
Ireland,” he says (ch. 6), “every day I fed cattle, and frequently during 
the day I prayed; more and more the love and fear of God burned, and 
my faith and my spirit were strengthened, so that in one day I said as 
many as a hundred prayers, and nearly as many in the night.” He rep- 
resents his call and commission as coming directly from God through a 
vision, and alludes to no intervening ecclesiastical authority or episcopal 
consecration. In one of the oldest Irish MSS., the Book of Durrow, he 
is styled a presbyter. In the Epistle to Coroticus, he appears more 
churchly and invested with episcopal power and jurisdiction. It begins : 
“ PatriciuSy peccator indoctus , EUberione (or Hyberione) constilutm episcopus, 
certissvme reor, a Deo accepi id quad mm; inter barbaras utique gentes pro- 
eelytus etprofuga , ob amorem Dei” (So according to the text of Haddan 
& Stubbs, p. 314; somewhat different in Migne, Patrol . LIH. 814; and 
in Ebrard, p. 605.) But the letter does not state where or by whom he 
was consecrated. 

The “Book of Armagh” contains also an Irish hymn (the oldest monu- 
ment of the Irish Keltic language), called S. Patridi Caniicum Scotticum, 
which Patrick is said to have written when he was about to convert the 
chief monarch of the island (Laoghaire or Loegaire). 1 The hymn is a 
prayer for the special aid of Almighty God for so important a work; it 
contains the principal doctrines of orthodox Christianity, with a dread 
of magical influences of aged women and blacksmiths, such as still 
prevails in some parts of Ireland, but without an invocation of Mary 
and the saints, such as we might expect from the Patrick of tradition 
and in a composition intended as a breast-plate or corselet against spirit- 
ual foes. The following is the principal portion: 

1 The Irish was first published by Dr. Petrie, and translated by Dr. Todd. 
TTaddAn & Stubbs (320-323) give the Irish and English in parallel columns. 
Some parts of this hymn are said to be still remembered by the Irish peasantry 
and repeated at bed-time as a protection from evil, or “as a religious armor to 
protect body and soul against demons and men and vices.” 
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"5. I bind to myself to-day,— 

The Power of God to guide me, 

The Might of God to uphold me, 

The Wisdom of God to teach me, 

The Eye of God to watch over me, 

The Ear of God to hear me, 

The Word of God to give me speech, 

The Hand of God to protect me, 

The Way of God to go before me, 

The Shield of God to shelter me, 

The Host of God to defend me, 

Against the snares of demons, 

Against the temptations of vices, 

Against the lusts of nature, 

Against every man who meditates injury to me. 
Whether far or near, 

With few or with many. 


6. I have set around me all these powers, 
Against every hostile savage power, 
Directed against my body and my soul, 
Against the incantations of false prophets, 
Against the black laws of heathenism, 


Against the deceits of idolatry, 

Against the spells of women, and smiths, and druids, 
Against all knowledge which blinds the soul of man. 


7. Christ protect me to-day 

Against poison, against burning, 
Against drowning, against wound, 
That I may receive abundant reward. 


8. Christ with me, Christ before me, 

Christ behind me, Christ within me, 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 

Christ at my right, Christ at my left, 

Christ in the fort [i. e. at home], 

Christ in the chariot-seat [travelling by land], 
Christ in the poop [travelling by water]. 

9. Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks to me^ 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 

Christ in every ear that hears me. 
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10. I bind to myself to-day 

The strong power of an invocation of the Trinity, 

The faith of the Trinity in Unity, 

The Creator of [the elements]. 

11. Salvation is of the Lord, 

Salvation is of the Lord, 

Salvation is of Christ; 

May thy salvation, 0 Lord, be ever with us.” 

The fourth and last document which has been claimed as authentic 
and contemporary, is a Latin " Hymn in praise of St. Patrick” (. Hymnus 
Sancti Patridi, JEpiscopi Scotorum) by St. Sechnall (Secundinus) which 
begins thus: 

" Audite i, omnes amantes Deum , sancta merita 
Vvri in Christo beati Patridi Episcopi: 

Quomodo bonum ob actum dmulatur angelis , 

Perfectamque propter uitam cequatur Apostolis” 

The poem is given in full by Haddan & Stubbs, 324-327, and assigned 
to "before A. D. 448 (? ),” in which year Sechnall died. But how could 
he anticipate the work of Patrick, when his mission, according to the 
same writers, began only eight years earlier (440), and lasted till 493? 
The hymn is first mentioned by Tyrechanus in the "Book of Armagh.” 

The next oldest document is the Irish hymn of St. FiacconSt. Patrick, 
which is assigned to the latter part of the sixth century, (L c . 356-361). 
The Senchm Mor is attributed to the age of St. Patrick; but it is a code 
of Irish laws, derived from Pagan times, and gradually modified by 
Christian ecclesiastics in favor of the church. The Canons attributed to 
St. Patrick are of later date (Haddan & Stubbs, 328 sqq.). 

It is strange that St. Patrick is not mentioned by Bede in his Church 
History, although he often refers to Hibernia and its church, and is barely 
named as a presbyter in his Martyrology. He is also ignored by Columba 
and by the Roman Catholic writers, until his mediaeval biographers from 
the eighth to the twelfth century Romanized him, appealing not to his 
genuine Confession, but to spurious documents and vague traditions. 
He is said to have converted all the Irish chieftains and bards, even 
Ossian, the blind Homer of Scotland, who sang to him his long epic of 
Keltic heroes and battles. He founded 365 or, according to others, 700 
churches, and consecrated as many bishops, and 3,000 priests (when the 
whole island had probably not more than two or three hundred thousand 
inhabitants ; for even in the reign of Elizabeth it did not exceed 600, 000). 1 

1 See Fallen, L 76, note. Montalembert says, HL 118, note: "Irish narra- 
tives know scarcely any numerals but those of three hundred and three thousand. 
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He changed the laws of the kingdom, healed the blind, raised nine per- 
sons from death to life, and expelled all the snakes and frogs from Ire- 
land. 1 His memory is celebrated March 17, and is a day of great public 
processions with the Irish Catholics in all parts of the world. His death 
is variously put in the year 455 (Tillemont), 464 or 465 (Butler, Fallen), 
493 (Ussher, Skene, Forbes, Haddan & Stubbs). Forbes ( Kalmdars , p. 
433) and Skene {Keltic Scotland , II. 427 sqq.) come to the conclusion that 
the legend of St. Patrick in its present shape is not older than the ninth 
century, and dissolves into three personages: Sek-Patbick, whose day 
in the Kalendar is the 24th of August; Palladius, “qui est Patricius” 
to whom the mission in 431 properly belongs, and Patricio'S, whose 
day is the 17th of March, and who died in 493. “ From the acts of these 
three saints, the subsequent legend of the great ApostLe of Ireland was 
compiled, and an arbitrary chronology applied to it.” 

§ 15. The Irish Chureh after St. Patrick. 

THE MISSIONARY PERIOD. 

The labors of St. Patrick were carried on by his pupils and 
by many British priests and monks who were driven from Eng- 
land by the Anglo-Saxon invasion in the 5th and 6th centuries.* 
There was an intimate intercourse between Ireland and Wales, 
where British Christianity sought refuge, and between Ireland 
and Scotland, where the seed of Christianity had been planted 
by Ninian and Kentigem. In less than a century after St. 
Patrick’s death Ireland was covered with churches and convents 
for men and women. The monastic institutions were training 
schools of clergymen and missionaries, and workshops for trans- 
scribing sacred books. Prominent among these are the monas- 

1 A witty Irishman, who rowed me (in 1875) over Lake Killamey, told me 
that St. Patrick put the last snake into an iron box, and sunk it to the bottom 
of the lake, although he had solemnly promised to let the creature out. [ 
asked him whether it was not a sin to cheat a snake? “Not at all,” was lus 
quick reply, “he only paid him in the same coin; for the first snake cheated 
the whole world.” The same guide told me that Cromwell killed all the good 
people in Ireland, and let the bad ones live; and when I objected that he must 
have made an exception with his ancestors, he politely replied: “No, my 
parents came from America.” 

1 Petrie {Bound Towers, p. 137, quoted by Killen I. 26) speaks of crowds of 
foreign ecclesiastics — Roman, Egyptian, French, British, Saxon — who flocked 
into Ireland as a place of refuge in the fifth and sixth centuries. 
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teries of A rmagh, Banchor or Bangor (558), Clonaxd (500), 
Clonmacnois (528), Derry (555), Glendolough (618). 

Daring the sixth and seventh centuries Ireland excelled all 
other countries in Christian piety, and acquired the name of 
“the Island of Saints.” We must understand this in a compa- 
rative sense, and remember that at that lime England was just 
beginning to emerge from Anglo-Saxon heathenism, Germany 
was nearly all heathen, and the French kings — the eldest sons 
of the Church — were “monsters of iniquity.” Ireland itself 
was distracted by civil wars between the petty kings and chief- 
tains; and the monks and clergy, even the women, marched to 
the conflict. Adamnan with difficulty secured a law exempting 
women from warfare, and it was not till the ninth century that 
the clergy in Ireland were exempted from “expeditions and 
hostings ” (battles). The slave-trade was in full vigor between 
Ireland and England in the tenth century, with the port of 
Bristol for its centre. The Irish piety was largely based on 
childish superstition. But the missionary zeal of that country 
is nevertheless most praiseworthy. Ireland dreamed the dream 
of converting heathen Europe. Its apostles went forth to Scot- 
land, North Britain, France, Germany, Switzerland, and North 
Italy. “They covered the land and seas of the West. Unwea- 
ried navigators, they landed on the most desert islands; they 
overflowed the Continent with their successive immigrations. 
They saw in incessant visions a world known and^ unknown to 
be conquered for Christ. The poem of the Pilgrimage of St. 
Brandan, that monkish Odyssey so celebrated in the middle 
ages, that popular prelude of the Bivina Commedia, shows us 
the Irish monks in close contact with all the dreams and won- 
ders of the Keltic ideal.” 1 

The missionaries left Ireland usually in companies of twelve, 
with a thirteenth as their leader. This duodecimal economy 
was to represent Christ and the twelve apostles. The following 
are the most prominent of these missionary bands: 1 

i Montalembert, IX 397. 1 See Reeves, & Oolumba, Introd., p. Lad. 
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St. Columba, with twelve brethren, to Hy in Scotland, 
A.D. 563. 

St. Mohonna (or Macarius, Mauricius), sent by Columba, with 
twelve companions, to the Piets. 

St. Columbanus, with twelve brethren, whose names are on 
record, to France and Germany, A.D. 612. 

St. Kilian, with twelve, to Franconia and Wurzburg, 
A.D. 680. 

St. Eloquius, with twelve, to Belgium, A.D. 680. 

St. Rudbert or Rupert, with twelve, to Bavaria, A. D. 700. 

St. Willibrord (who studied twelve years in Ireland), with 
twelve, to Friesland, A. D. 692. 

St. Forannan, with twelve, to the Belgian frontier, A.D. 970. 

It is remarkable that this missionary activity of the Irish 
Church is confined to the period of her independence of the 
Church of Rome. We hear no more of it after the Norman 
conquest. 

The Irish Church during this missionary period of the sixth 
and seventh centuries had a peculiar character, which we learn 
chiefly from two documents of the eighth century, namely, the 
Catalogue of the Saints of Ireland, 1 and the Litany of Angus 
the Culdee.* 

The Catalogue distinguishes three periods and three orders of 
saints: secular, monastic, and eremitical. 

The saints of the time of St. Patrick were all bishops full of 
the Holy Ghost, three hundred and fifty in number, founders 
of churches; they had one head, Christ, and one leader, Patrick, 
observed one mass and one tonsure from ear to ear, and kept 
Easter on the fourteenth moon after the vernal equinox; they 
excluded neither laymen nor women; because, founded on the 
Rock of Christ, they feared not the blast of temptation. They 
sprung from the Romans, Franks, Britons and Soots. Thi« 

1 Chialogus Sanctorum Wbermte, first published by Ussher from two MBS, 
and in Haddan & Stubbs, 292-294. 

1 Contained in the Leabhar Breac; and in the Book of Leinster. 
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order of saints continued for four reigns, from about A. D. 440 
till 543. 

The second order, likewise of four reigns, till A.D. 599, was 
of Catholic Presbyters, three hundred in number, with few 
bishops; they had one head, Christ, one Easter, one tonsure, as 
before; but different masses and different rules, and they refused 
the services of women, separating them from the monasteries. 

The third order of saints consisted of one hundred holy pres- 
byters and a few bishops, living in desert places on herbs and 
water and the alms of the faithful ; they had different tonsures 
and Easters, some celebrating the resurrection on the 14th, 
some on the 16th moon; they continued through four reigns 
till 665. 

The first period may be called episcopal, though in a rather 
non-episcopal or undiocesan sense. Angus, in his Litany, in- 
vokes “seven times fifty [350] holy cleric bishops,” whom “the 
saint [Patrick] ordained,” and “ three hundred pure presbyters, 
upon whom he conferred orders.” In Nennius the number of 
presbyters is increased to three thousand, and in the tripartite 
Life of Patrick to five thousand. These bishops, even if we 
greatly reduce the number as we must, had no higher rank 
than the ancient chorepiscopi or country-bishops in the Eastern 
Church, of whom there were once in Asia Minor alone upwards 
of four hundred. Angus the Culdee gives us even one hundred 
and fifty-three groups of seven bishops, each group serving in 
the same church. Patrick, regarding himself as the chief bishop 
of the whole Irish people, planted a church wherever he made a 
few converts and could obtain a grant from the chief of a dan, 
and placed a bishop ordained by himself over it. “It was a 
congregational and tribal episcopacy, united by a federal rather 
than a territorial tie under regular jurisdiction. During Patrick’s 
life, he no doubt exercised a superintendence over the whole; 
but we do not see any trace of the metropolitan jurisdiction of 
the church of Armagh over the rest.” 1 


1 Skene EL 22. 
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The second period was monastic and missionary. All the 
presbyters and deacons were monks. Monastic life was conge- 
nial to the soil, and had its antecedents in the brotherhoods and 
sisterhoods of the Druids. 1 * * * It was imported into Ireland pro- 
bably from France, either directly through Patrick, or from 
the monastery of St. Ninian at Galloway, who himself derives it 
from St. Martin of Tours.* Prominent among these presbyter- 
monks are the twelve apostles of Ireland headed by St. Columba, 
who carried Christianity to Scotland in 563, and the twelve 
companions of Columbanus, who departed from Ireland to the 
Continent about 612. The most famous monastery was that of 
Bennchar, or Bangor , founded A. D. 558 by Comgall in the 
county of Down, on the south side of Belfast Lough. Comgall 
had four thousand monks under his care. 5 From Bangor pro- 
ceeded Columbanus and other evangelists. 

By a primitive Keltic monastery we must not understand an 
elaborate stone structure, but a rude village of wooden huts or 
bothies (botha) on a river, with a church (eodais), a common 
eating-hall, a mill, a hospice, the whole surrounded by a wall 
of earth or stone. The senior monks gave themselves entirely 
to devotion and the transcribing of the Scriptures. The younger 
were occupied in the field and in mechanical labor, or the train- 
ing of the rising generation. These monastic communities 
formed a federal union, with Christ as their invisible head. 
They were training schools of the clergy. They attracted con- 
verts from the surrounding heathen population, and offered 
them a refuge from danger and violence. They were resorted 

1 Ammiun na MarceUinus (XV. 9) describes the Droids as "bound together 
in brotherhoods and corporations, according to the precepts of Pythagoras.” 
See Kitten, L 29. 

* See next section. St. Patrick also is said to have been one of St. Martin’s 
disciples ; bat St Martin lived nearly one hundred yean earlier. 

* Angus the Culdee, in his Litany, invokes “forty thousand monks, with the 

blessing of God, under the rule of Comgall of Bangor.” But this is no doubt a 

slip of the pen for "four thousand.” Skene II. 56. Bangor on the north- 
eastern coast of Ireland must not be confounded with Bangor on the western 
coast of 'Wales. 
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to by English noblemen, ■who, according to Bede, were hospita- 
bly received, furnished with books, and instructed. Some Irish 
clergymen could read the Greek Testament at a time when 
Pope Gregory I. was ignorant of Greek. There are traces of 
an original Latin version of the Scriptures di ffering from the 
Itala and Vulgate, especially in Patrick’s writings. 1 But “there 
is no trace anywhere of any Keltic version of the Bible or any 
part of it. St. Chrysostom’s words have been misunderstood to 
support such a supposition, but without ground.”* If there had 
been such a translation, it would have been of little use, as the 
people could not read it, and depended for their scanty know- 
ledge of the word of God on the public lessons in the church. 

The “Book of Armagh,” compiled by Ferdomnach, a scribe 
or learned monk of Armagh, in 807, gives us some idea of the 
literary state of the Irish Church at that time. 3 It contains the 
oldest extant memoirs of St. Patrick, the Confession of St. Pat- 
rick, the Preface of Jerome to the New Testament, the Gospels, 
Epistles, Apocalypse and Acts, with some prefaces chiefly taken 
from the works of Pelagius, and the Life of St. Martin of Tours 
by Sulpicius Severus, with a short litany on behalf of the writer. 

In the ninth century John Scotus Erigena, who died in France, 
874, startled the Church with his rare, but eccentric, genius and 
pantheistic speculations. He had that power of quick repartee 
for which Irishmen are distinguished to this day. When asked 
by Charles the Bald at the dinner-table, what was the difference 
between a Scot and a Sot {quid dieted inter Scottum et Sottumf), 
Join*! replied : “Nothing at all but the table, please your Majesty.” 

1 Biddan & Stubbs, Yol. L, 170-198, give a collection of Latin Scripture 
quotations of British or Irish writers from the fifth to the ninth century (Fasti- 
dius- St. Patrick, Hildas, Oolumbanus, Adarananus, Nennius, Asser, etc.), and 
cone to the conclusion that the Vulgate, though known to Fastidins in Britain 
about A.D. 420, was probably unknown to St. Patrick, writing balf a century 
later in Ireland, but that from the seventh century on, the Vulgate gradually 
superseded the Irish Latin version formerly in use. 

* Haddan & Stubbs, L 192; comp. p. 10. Ebrard and other writers state the 
contrary, bat without proof 

* First published in the Swords Parish Magazine, 1861. 
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§ 16. Subjection of Ireland to English and Roman Rule. 

The success of the Roman mission of Augustin among the 
Anglo-Saxons encouraged attempts to bring the Irish Church 
under the papal jurisdiction and to force upon it the ritual 
observances of Rome. England owes a good deal of her Chris- 
tianity to independent Irish and Scotch missionaries from Ban- 
gor and Iona; but Ireland (as well as Germany) owes her 
Romanism, in great measure, to England. Pope Honorius (who 
was afterwards condemned by the sixth oecumenical council for 
holding the Monothelite heresy) addressed to the Irish clergy in 
629 an exhortation — not, however, in the tone of authoritative 
dictation, but of superior wisdom and experience — to conform 
to the Roman mode of keeping Easter. This is the first known 
papal encyclical addressed to that country. A Synod was held 
at Magh-Lene, and a deputation sent to the Pope (and the three 
Eastern patriarchs) to ascertain the foreign usages on Easter. The 
deputation was treated with distinguished consideration in Rome, 
and, after three years’ absence, reported in favor of the Roman 
cycle, which indeed rested on a better system of calculation. 
It was accordingly adopted in the South of Ireland, under the 
influence of the learned Irish ecclesiastic Cummian, who devoted 
a whole year to the study of the controversy. A few years 
afterwards, Thomian, archbishop and abbot of Armagh (from 
628 to 661), and the best Irish scholar of his age, introduced, 
after correspondence with the Pope, the Roman custom in the 
North, and thereby promoted his authority in opposition to the 
power of the abbot of Iona, which extended over a portion of 
Ireland, and strongly favored the old custom. But at last 
Abbot Adamnan likewise yielded to the Roman practice before 
his death (T04). 

The Norman conquest under William I., with the sanction of 
the Pope, united the Irish Church still more closely to Rome 
(1066). Gregory VII., in an encyclical letter to the king, 
clergy and laity of Ireland (1084), boldly challenged their obe- 
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dience to the Vicar of the blessed Peter, and invited them to 
appeal to him in all matters requiring arbitration. 

The archbishops of Canterbury, Lanfranc and Anselm, claimed 
and exercised a sort of supervision over the three most important 
sea-ports, Dublin, Waterford, and Limerick, on the ground that 
the Norman settlers applied to them for bishops and priests. 
Their influence was exerted in favor of conformity to Borne, 
Clerical celibacy was more generally introduced, uniformity in 
ritual established, and the large number of bishoprics reduced to 
twenty-three under two archbishops, Armagh for the North and 
Cashel for the South; while the bishop of Dublin was permitted 
to remain under the care of the archbishop of Canterbury. This 
reorganization of the polity in the interest of the aggrandizement 
of the hierarchy was effected about 1112 at the synod of Bath- 
breasail, which was attended by 58 bishops, 317 priests, a large 
number of monks, and King Murtogh O’Brien with his nobles. 1 

At last Ireland was invaded and conquered by England under 
Henry II., with the effectual aid of Pope Adrian IV. — the 
only Englishman that sat on the papal throne. In a curious bull 
of 1155, he justified and encouraged the intended invasion in 
the interest of the papacy, and sent the king the ring of investi- 
ture as Lord of Ireland, calling upon that licentious monarch to 
“extirpate the nurseries of vice” in Ireland, to “enlarge the 
borders of the (Boman) Church,” and to secure to St. Peter 
from each house “the annual pension of one penny” (equal in 
value in the twelfth century to at least two or three shillings of 
our present currency). 2 Henry carried out his design in 1171, 

1 See details in Lanigan and Killen (ch vii.). 

* This papal-Irish bull is not found in the BvManum Bomanum, the editors of 
which were ashamed of it, and is denounced by some Irish Romanists as a mon- 
strous and outrageous forgery, but it is given by Matthew Paris (1155), was con- 
firmed by Pope Alexander III. in a letter to Henry II. (A.D. 1172), published 
in Ireland in 1175, printed in Baxonius, Annate ad A.D. 1159, who took his 
copy from a Codex Vaticanus, and is acknowledged as undoubtedly genuine by 
Dr. Lanigan, the Roman Catholic historian of Ireland (IV. 64), and other au- 
thorities; comp. Killen I. 211 sqq. It is as follows: 

"Adrian, Bishop, Servant of the servants of God, to his dearest son in Christ, 
Ahe illustrious King of England, greeting and apostolic benediction. 
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and with a strong military force easily subdued the whole Irish 
nation, weakened and distracted by civil wars, to British rule, 
which has been maintained ever since. A Synod at Armagh 
regarded the subjugation as a righteous judgment for the sins of 
the people, and especially for the slave trade. The bishops 

*FuU laudably and profitably baa your magnificence conceived the design of 
propagating your glorious renown on earth, and of completing your reward of 
eternal happiness in heaven, whilst as a Catholic prince you are intent on 
enlarging the borders of the Church, teaching the truth of the Christian faith 
to the ignorant and rude, extirpating the nurseries of iniquity from the field of 
the Lord, and for the more convenient execution of this purpose, requiring the 
counsel and favor of the Apostolic See. In which the maturer your deliberation 
and the greater the discretion of your procedure, by so much the happier, we 
trust, will be your progress, with the assistance of the Lord; because whatever 
has its origin in ardent faith and in love of religion always has a prosperous 
end and issue. 

"There is indeed no doubt but that Ireland and all the islands on which 
Christ the Sun of Righteousness has shone, and which have received the doc- 
trines of the Christian faith, belong to the jurisdiction of St Peter and of the 
holy Roman Church, as your Excellency also acknowledges. And therefore 
we are the more solicitous to propagate a frithful plantation among them, and 
a seed pleasing to the Lord, as we have the secret conviction of conscience that 
a very rigorous account must be rendered of them. 

"You then, most dear son in Christ, have signified to us your desire to enter 
into the island of Ireland that you may reduce the people to obedience to laws, 
and extirpate the nurseries of vice, and that you are willing to pay from each 
house a yearly pension of one penny to St. Peter, and that you will preserve 
the rights of the churches of this land whole and inviolate. We, therefore, 
with that grace and acceptance suited to your pious and laudable design, and 
favorably assenting to your petition, hold it good and acceptable that, for ex* 
tending the borders of the church, restraining the progress of vice, for the cor- 
rection of manners, the planting of virtue, and the increase of the Christian 
religion, you enter that island, and execute therein whatever shall pertain to 
the honor of God and welfare of the land; and that the people of that land 
receive you honorably, and reverence you as their lord— the rights of their 
churches still remaining sacred and inviolate, and saving to St. Peter the annual 
pension of one penny from every house. 

" If then you are resolved to carry the design you have conceived into effect- 
ual execution, study to train that nation to virtuous manners, and labor by 
yourself and others whom you shall judge meet fbr this work, in frith, word, 
and life, that the church may be there adorned; that the religion of the Chris- 
tian frith may be planted and grow up, and that all things pertaining to the 
honor of God and the salvation of souls be so ordered that you may be entitled 
to the ftlness of eternal reward in God, and obtain a glorious renown on earth 
throughout all ages.” 
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were the first to acknowledge Henry, hoping to derive benefit 
from a foreign regime, which freed them from petty tyrants at 
home. A Synod of Cashel in 1172, among other regulations, 
ordered that all offices of the church should hereafter in all parts 
of Ireland be conformed to the observances of the Church of 
England. A papal legate henceforward was constantly residing 
in Ireland. Pope Alexander III. was extremely gratified with 
this extension of his dominion, and in September, 1172, in the 
same tone of sanctimonious arrogance, issued a brief confirming 
the bull of Adrian, and expressing a hope that “the barbarous 
nation” would attain under the government of Henry “to some 
decency of manners;” he also wrote three epistles — one to Henry 
H., one to the kings and nobles of Ireland, and one to its hier- 
archy — enjoining obedience of Ireland to England, and of both 
to the see of St. Peter. 1 

§ 17. The Conversion of Scotland. St. Ninian and St. Kentigem. 

See the works of Skene (the second vol.), Beeves, McLauchlan, 
Ebbabd, Conothuham, mentioned in 2 7. 

Also Db. Beeves: The Quldees of the British Islands cut they appear 
in History, 1864. 

Db. Jos. Bobebtson : Statutes Ecclesice Scoticance, 1866, 2 vols. 
Bishop Fobbes: The Calendars of Scottish Saints, Edinb., 1872; Lives 
of S. Ninian and S. Kentigem, compiled in the 12 th century, Edinb., 
1874. 

Haddan & Stubbs: Councils and JEcclesiast. Locum., Vol- H., Fart L 
(Ox£, 1873), pp. 103 sqq. 

Scotland (Scotia) before the tenth century was comprised in 
the general appellation of Britain (Britannia), as distinct from 
Ireland (Hibernia). It was known to the Romans as Caledo- 
nia, 1 to the Kelts as Alban; but the name of Scotia was exclu- 
sively appropriated to Ireland till the tenth century. The inde- 
pendent history of Scotland begins with the establishment of 
the Scottish monarchy in the ninth century. At first it was a 
purely Keltic kingdom; but in the course of time the Saxon 

1 Kfllen, 1. 226 eq. 

1 ha Gaelic, Otdyddom, land of forests, or, according to others, from KaUd, 
i . «. hard and wild. 
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race and feudal institutions spread oyer the country, and the 
Keltic tribes retreated to the mountains and western islands. 
The names of Scot and Scotch passed over to the English-speak- 
ing people and their language; while die Keltic language, for- 
merly known as Scotch, became known as Irish. 

The Keltic history of Scotland is full of fable, and a battle- 
field of Romanists and Protestants, Episcopalians and Presby- 
terians, who have claimed it for their respective systems of doc- 
trine and church-polity. It must be disentangled from the 
sectarian issues of the Culdean controversy. , The historian is 
neither a polemic nor an apologist, and should aim at nothing 
but the truth. 

Tertullian says, that certain places in Britain which the Ro- 
mans could not conquer were made subject to Christ. It is 
quite likely that the first knowledge of Christianity reached the 
Scots and Piets from England ; but the constant wars between 
them and the Britons and the decline of the Roman power were 
unfavorable to any mission work. 

The mission of Palladius to Scotland by Pope Cselestius is as 
vague and uncertain as his mission to Ireland by the same Pope, 
and is strongly mixed up with the mission of Patrick. An Irish 
colony from the North-Eastern part of Ulster, which had been 
Christianized by Patrick, settled in Scotland towards the dose 
of the fifth century, and continued to spread along the coasts of 
Argylc and as far as the islands of Mull and Iona, until its 
progress was checked by the Northern Piets. 

The first distinct fact in the church history of Scotland is the 
apostolate of St. Niniajst at the close of the fourth century, 
during the reign of Theodosius in the East. We have little 
reliable information of him. The son of a British king, he 
devoted himself early to the ministry of Christ. He spent some 
time in Rome, where the Pope commissioned him to the aposto- 
late among the heathen in Caledonia, and in Gaul with Bishop 
Martin of Tours, who deserves special praise for his protest 
against the capital punishment of heretics in the case of the 
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Priscillianists. He began the evangelization of the Southern 
Piets in the Eastern districts of modern Scotland. He built 
a white stone church called “Candida Casa,” at Whittern (Q,u- 
hithern, Witerna) in Galloway, on the South-Western border 
of Scotland by the sea side, and dedicated it to the memory of 
St. Martin, who had died in that year (397). 1 This was the 
beginning of “the Great Monastery” (“Magnum Monasterium”) 
or monastery of Rosnat, which exerted a civilizing and human- 
izing influence on the surrounding country, and annually at- 
tracted pilgrims from England and Scotland to the shrine of 
St. Ninian. His life has been romanized and embellished with 
legends. He made a new-born infant indicate its true father, 
and vindicate the innocence of a presbyter who had been charged 
by the mother with the crime of violation; he caused leeks and 
herbs to grow in the garden before their season; he subdued 
with his staff the winds and the waves of the sea; and even his 
relics cured the sick, cleansed the lepers, and terrified the wicked, 
“by all which things,” says Ailred, his biographer, “the faith 
of believers is confirmed to the praise and glory of Christ.” 

St. Kentigern (d. Nov. 13, 603), also called St. Mungo 
(the gracious one),’ the first bishop of Glasgow, labored in the 
sixth century for the conversion of the people in Cumberland, 
Wales, and on the Clyde, and re-converted the Piets, who had 
apostatized from the faith. He was the grandson of a heathen 
king in Cumbria or Strathclyde, the son of a Christian, though 
unbaptized mother. He founded a college of Culdees or secular 
monks, and several churches. He wore a hair shirt and garment 
of goat-skin, lived on bread and vegetables, slept on a rocky 
couch and a stony pillow, like Jacob, rose in the night to sing 
psalms, recited in the morning the whole psalter in a cold 
stream, retired to desert places during Lent, living on roots, 
was con-crucified with Christ on Good Friday, watched before 

1 On, Whittern and the Candida Casa, see Nicholson, JEstory of Oallawaiy, 1 
115; Forbes, 8. JSfimim and 8. Kemtigam, 268, and Skene, II. 46. 

* la Welsh, Oyndeym means chie^ Mwnghu dear, amiable. See Skene, IL 183. 
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the tomb, and spent Easter in hilarity and joy. He converted 
more by his silence than his speech, caused a wolf and a stag to 
drag the plough, raised grain from a field sown with sand, kept 
the rain from wetting his garments, and performed other marvels 
which prove the faith or superstition of his biographers in the 
twelfth century. Jocelyn relates also, that Kentigem went 
seven times to Rome, and received sundry privileges and copies 
of the Bible from the Pope. There is, however, no trace of 
such visits in the works of Gregory L, who was more interested 
in the Saxon mission than the Scotch. Kentigern first estab- 
lished his episcopal chair in Holdelm (now Hoddam), afterwards 
in Glasghu (Glasgow). He met St. Columba, and exchanged 
with him his pastoral stave. 1 He attained to the age of one 
hundred and eighty-five years, and died between A.D. 601 and 
612 (probably 603). 1 He is buried in the crypt of the cathedral 
of St Mungo in Glasgow, the best preserved of mediaeval cathe- 
drals in Scotland. 

St. Cuthbert (d. March 20, 687), whose life has been writ- 
ten by Bede, prior of the famous monastery of Mailros (Mel- 
rose), afterwards bishop of Lindisfame, and last a hermit, is 
another legendary saint of Scotland, and a number of churches 
are traced to him or bear his name. 1 

§ 18. St. Colwmba and the Monastery of Iona. 

John Jamieson (D.D.) : An Historical Account of the Ancient Ckldees of 
Iona, and of their Settlements in Scotland, England and Ireland. 
Edinb., 1811 (p. 417). 

Montalembebt : Lee Moines d’ Occident, Yol. HI., pp. 99-332 (Paris, 
1868). 

The Duke of Argyll : Iona. Second ed., London, 1871 (149 pp.). 

* Ad AM NAN: life of St. Columba, Founder of Hy, ed. by William Beeves 
(Canon of Armagh), Edinburgh, 1874 (Originally printed for the 
Irish Archceolog. Society and for the Bannatyne Club, Dublin, 1856). 

1 The meeting of the two saints, as recorded by Jocelyn, reminds one of the 
meeting of St. Antony with the fabulous Paul of Thebes. 

* See Forbes, KaJUmdars, p. 372, and Skene, II. 197. 

* Forbes (p. 319) gives a list of 26. 



2 18. ST. COLUMBA AND THE MONASTERY OF IONA 65 


* Skene: Celtic Scotland, IL 52 sqq. (Edinb., 1877). 

Comp, the Lit. in | 7. 

Saint Columba or Coltjmbcille (died June 9, 597) is the 
real apostle of Scotland. He is better known to us than Ninian 
and Kentigem. The account of Adamnan (624-704), the ninth 
abbot of Hy, was written a century after Columba’s death from 
authentic records and oral traditions, although it is a panegyric 
rather than a history. Later biographers have romanized him 
like St Patrick. He was descended from one of the reigning 
families of Ireland and British Dalriada, and was bom at Gar- 
tan in the county of Donegal about A.D. 521. He received in 
baptism the symbolical name Colum, or in Latin Columba (Dove, 
as the symbol of the Holy Ghost), to which was afterwards 
added title (or hill), i. e. “ of the church,” or “the dove of the 
cells,” on account of his frequent attendance at public worship, 
or, more probably, for his being the founder of many churches. 1 
He entered the monastic seminary of Clonard, founded by St. 
Unman, and afterwards another monastery near Dublin, and 
was ordained a priest. He planted the church at Derry in 545, 
the monastery of Durrow in 553, and other churches. He 
seems to have fondly clung all his life to his native Ireland, 
and to the convent of Deny. In one of his elegies, which were 
probably retouched by the patriotism of some later Irish bard, 
he sings: 

“Were all the tributes of Scotia [£. e. Ireland] mine, 

From its midland to its borders, 

I would give all for one little cell 
In my beautiful Derry. 

For its peace and for its purity. 

For the white angels that go 
In crowds from one end to the other, 

I love my beautiful Derry. 

1 In the Irish calendar there are twenty saints of the name Columba, or 
Columbanus, Columbus, Columb. The most distinguished next to Columbcille 
is Columbanus, the Continental missionary, who has often been confounded 
with Columba. In the Continental hagiology, the name is used for female 
saints- See Reeves, p. 248. 



66 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590 TO 1049. 


For its quietness and purity, 

For heaven’s angels that come and go 
Under every leaf of the oaks, 

I love my beautiful Derry. 

My Derry, my fair oak grove, 

My dear little cell and dwelling, 

O God, in the heavens above ! 

Let him who profanes it be cursed. 

Beloved are Durrow and Derry, 

Beloved is llaplioe the pure, 

Beloved the fertile Drumhomo, 

Beloved are Sords and Kells I 
But sweeter and fairer to me 
The salt sea where the sea-gulls cry 
When I come to Derry from far, 

It is sweeter and dearer to me — 

Sweeter to me.” 1 

In 563, the forty-second year of his age, Columba, prompted 
by a passion for travelling and a zeal for the spread of Chris- 
tianity/ sailed with twelve fellow-apostles to the West of Scot- 
land, possibly on invitation of the provincial king, to whom ho 
was related by blood. lie was presented with the island of 
By, commonly called Iona, 3 near the Western coast of Scotland, 
about fifty miles West from Oban. It is an inhospitable island, 
three miles and a half long and a mile and a half broad, partly 
cultivated, partly covered with hill pasture, retired dells, morass 

1 Montalombcrt, lit. 112. This poem strikes the key-note of father Front’s 
more musical “Bells of Abandon which sound so grand on the river Lee/’ 

8 “Pro Chrixto peregrinare wlm,” says Adamnan (p. 108), who knows nothing 
of his excommunication and exile from Ireland in consequence of a groat bat- 
tle. And yet it is difficult to account for this tradition. In one of the Irish 
Keltie poems ascribed to (Jolumba, he laments to have been driven from Erin 
by his own fault and in consequence of the blood shed in his battles. See 
Montalcmbert, III. 145. 

8 This is not an adaptation to Columba’s Hebrew name (Neander), but a 
corruption of Ii-shona, i. e, the Holy Island (from Ti, the Keltic name for island, 
and luma or fshona, sacred). So Dr. Lindsay Alexander and Cunningham. 
But Reeves (l c. Introd., p. exxx.) regards lorn as the genuine form, which is 
the feminine adjective of lou (to be pronounced like the English Teo). The 
island has borne no fewer than thirty names. 
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and rocks, now in possession of the Duke of Argyll, numbering 
about three hundred Protestant inhabitants, an Established 
Presbyterian Church, and a Free Church. The neighboring 
island of Staffa, though smaller and uninhabited, is more inter- 
esting to the ordinary tourist, and its Fingal’s Cave is one of 
the most wonderful specimens of the architectural skill of na- 
ture; it looks like a Gothic cathedral, 66 feet high, 42 feet 
broad, and 227 feet long, consisting of majestic basalt columns, 
an arched roof, and an open portal towards the ocean, which 
dashes in and out in a constant succession of waves, sounding 
solemn anthems in this unique temple of nature. Columba 
and his fellow-monks must have passed it on their missionary 
wanderings; but they were too much taken up with heaven to 
look upon the wonders of the earth, and the cave remained 
comparatively unknown to the world till 1772. Those islands 
wore the same aspect in the sixth century as now, with the 
exception of the woods, which have disappeared. Walter Scott 
(in the “Lord of the Isles”) has thrown the charm of his poetry 
over the Hebridean archipelago, from which proceeded the 
Christianization of Scotland. 1 

By the labors of Columba and his successors, Iona has become 
one of the most venerable and interesting spots in the history of 
Christian missions. It was a light-house in the darkness of 
heathenism. We can form no adequate conception of the self- 
denying zeal of those heroic missionaries of the extreme North, 
who, in a forbidding climate and exposed to robbers and wild 
beasts, devoted their lives to the conversion of savages. Columba 
and his friends left no monuments of stone and wood ; nothing 
is shown but the spot on the South of the island where he landed, 

1 “No two objects of interest,” says the Duke of Argyll ( Iona, p. 1) “could 
be more absolutely dissimilar in kind than the two neighboring islands, Staffa 
and Iona:— Iona dear to Christendom for more than a thousand years ; — Staffa 
known to the scientific and the curious only since the close of the last century. 
Nothing but an accident of geography could unite their names. The number 
of those who can thoroughly understand and enjoy them both is probably very 
small.” 
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and the empty stone coffin where his body was laid together with 
that of his servant; his bones were removed afterwards to Dun- 
keld. The old convent was destroyed and the monks were 
killed by the wild Danes and Norsemen in the tenth century. The 
remaining ruins of Iona — a cathedral, a chapel, a nunnery, a 
graveyard with the tombstones of a number of Scottish and Nor- 
wegian and Irish kings, and three remarkable carved crosses, 
which were left of three hundred and sixty that (according to a 
vague tradition) were thrown into the sea by the iconoclastic 
zeal of the Reformation — are all of the Roman Catholic period 
which succeeded the original Keltic Christianity, and which 
lived on its fame. During the middle ages Iona was a sort of 
Jerusalem of the North, where pilgrims loved to worship, and 
kings and noblemen desired to be buried. When the celebrated 
Dr. Johnson, in his Tour to the Hebrides, approached Iona, he 
felt his piety grow warmer. No friend of missions can visit 
that lonely spot, shrouded in almost perpetual fog, without 
catching new inspiration and hope for the ultimate triumph of 
the gospel over all obstacles . 1 

1 “Hither came holy men from Erin to take counsel with the Saint on the 
troubles of dons and monasteries which were still dear to him. Hither came 
also bad men red-handed from blood and sacrilege to make confession and do 
penance at Columba’s feet Hither, too, came chieftains to be blessed, and even 
kings to he ordained— for it is curious that on this lonely spot, so far distant 
from the ancient centres of Christendom, took place the first recorded case of a 
temporal sovereign seeking from a minister of the Church what appears to have 
been very like formal consecration. Adamnan, as usual, connects his narrative 
of this event, which took place in 547, with miraculous circumstances, and with 
Divine direction to Columba, in his selection of Aldan, one of the early kings 
of the Irish Dalriadic colony in Scotland. 

“The feme of Columba’s supernatural powers attracted many and strange visi- 
tors to the shores on which we are now looking. Nor can we foil to remember, 
with, the Reilig Odhrain at our feet, how often the beautiful galleys of that 
olden time came up the sound laden with the dead, — * their dark freight a van- 
ished life.’ A grassy mound not fax from the present landing-place is known as 
the spot on which bodies were laid when they were first carried to the shore. 
We know from the account of Columba’s own burial that the custom was to 
wake the body with the singing of psalms during three days and nights before 
laying it to its final rest It was then borne in solemn procession to the grave. 
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The arrival of Columba at Iona was the beginning of the 
Keltic church in Scotland. The island was at that timp on the 
confines of the Picric and Scotie jurisdiction, and formed a con- 
venient base for missionary labors among the Scots, who were 
already Christian in name, but needed confirmation, and among 
the Piets, who were still pagan, and had their name from paint- 
ing their bodies and fighting naked. Columba directed his zeal 
first to the Piets; he visited King Brude in his fortress, and 
won his esteem and co-operation in planting Christianity among 
his people. “He converted them by example as well as by 
word” (Bede). He founded a large number of churches and 
monasteries in Ireland and Scotland directly or through his dis- 
ciples . 1 He was involved in the wars so frequent in those days, 
when even women were required to aid in battle, and he availed 
himself of military force for the overthrow of paganism. He 
used excommunication very freely, and once pursued a plunderer 
with maledictions into the sea until the water reached to his 
knees. But these rough usages did not interfere with the vene- 
ration for his name. He was only a fair type of his countrymen. 
“He had,” says Montalembert, “the vagabond inclination, the 
ardent, agitated, even quarrelsome character of the race.” He 
had the “j oerfervidum ingenium Scotorum.” He was manly, tall 

How many of such processions must have wound along the path that leads to 
the Reilig Odhrain ! How many fleets of galleys must have ridden at anchor 
on that bay below us, with all those expressive signs of mourning which belong 
to ships, when kings and chiefs who had died in distant lands were carried 
hither to be buried in this holy Isle! Prom Ireland, from Scotland, and from 
distant Norway, there came, during many centuries, many royal funerals to its 
shores. And at this day by far the most interesting remains upon the Island 
are the curious and beautiful tomb-stones and crosses which lie in the Reilig 
Odhrain. They belong, indeed, even the most ancient of them, to an age 
removed by many hundred years from Oolumba’s time. But thev represent the 
lasting reverence which his name has inspired during .so manv generations and 
the desire of a long succession of chiefs and warriors through the Middle Ages 
and down almost to our own time, to be buried in the soil he trod.” The Duke 
of Argyll, L e., pp. 95-98. 

1 See a list of churches in Reeves, p. xlix.-lxxL, and Forbes, Kalendar, etc, 
p. 806, 307 ; comp, also Skene, II. 127 sqq. 
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and handsome, incessantly active, and had a sonorous and far- 
reaching voice, rolling forth the Psalms of David, every syllable 
distinctly uttered. He could discern the signs of the weather. 
Adamnan ascribes to him an angelic countenance, a prophetic 
fore-knowledge and miracles as great as those performed by 
Christ, such as changing water into wine for the celebration of 
the eucharist, when no wine could be obtained, changing bitter 
fruit into sweet, drawing water from a rock, calming the storm 
at sea, and curing many diseases. His biography, instead of 
giving solid facts, teems with fabulous legends, which arc told 
with childlike credulity. O’Donnell’s biography goes still fur- 
ther. Even the pastoral staff of Columba, left accidentally upon 
the shore of Iona, was transported across the sea by his prayers 
to meet its disconsolate owner when he landed somewhere in 
Ireland . 1 

Columba died beside the altar in the church while engaged in 
his midnight devotions. Several poems are ascribed to him — 
one in praise of the natural beauties of his chosen island, and a 
monastic rule similar to that of St. Benedict; but the “ regula ao 
prcecepta” of Columba, of which Wilfrid spoke at the synod of 
Whitby, probably mean discipline or observance rather than a 
written rule.* 

The church establishment of Columba at Iona belongs to the 
second or monastic period of the Irish church, of which it 
formed an integral part. It consisted of one hundred and fifty 
persons under the monastic rule. At the head of it stood a 
presbyter-abbot, who ruled over the whole province, and even 
the bishops, although the episcopal function of ordination was 
recognized . 1 The monks were a family of brethren living in 
fommon. They were divided into three classes: the seniors, 
who attended to the religious services, instruction, and the tran- 

1 Montalembert’s delineation of Columba’s character assumes, apparently, the 
truth of these biographies, and is more eloquent than true. See Skene, II. 145. 

* On the reqtda Columbmi, see Ebrard, 147 sqq. 

• Bede, H. R, III 4; V. 9. 
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scribing of the Scriptures; the middle-aged, who were the work- 
ing brethren, devoted to agriculture, the tending of the cattle, 
and domestic labor; and the youth, who were al umni under in- 
struction. The dress consisted of a white tunica or under gar- 
ment, and a Camilla or outer garment and hood made of wool. 
Their food was bread, milk, eggs, fish, and on Sundays and fes- 
tivals mutton or beef. The doctrinal views and ecclesiastical 
customs as to the observance of Easter and the tonsure were the 
same as among the Britons and the Irish in distinction from the 
Boman system introduced by Augustin among the Saxons. 1 

The monastery of Iona, says Bede, held for a long time the 
pre-eminence over the monasteries and churches of the Piets and 
Northern Scots. Columba’s successors, he adds, were distin- 
guished for their continency, their love of God, and strict atten- 
tion to their rules of discipline, although they followed “ uncer- 
tain cycles in their computation of the great festival (Easter), 
because they were so far away from the rest of the world, and 
had none to supply them with the synodical decrees on the pas- 
chal observance; wherefore they only practised such works of 
piety and chastity as they could learn from the prophetical, 
evangelical, and apostolical writings. This manner of keeping 
Easter continued among them for a hundred and fifty years, till 
the year of our Lord’s incarnation 715.” 1 

Adamnan (d. 704), the ninth successor of Columba, in conse- 
quence of a visit to the Saxons, conformed his observance of 
Easter to the Roman Church; but his brethren refused to follow 
him in this change. After his death, the community of Iona 
became divided on the Easter question, until the Columban 
monks, who adhered to the old custom, were by royal command 
expelled (715). With this expulsion terminates the primacy of 
Iona in the kingdom of the Piets. 

The monastic church was broken up or subordinated to the 
hierarchy of the secular clergy. 

1 For a very fall account of the economy and constitution of Iona, see Reeves; 
Introduction to Life of Saint Columba, pp. c.-cxixiL 5 H. E. III. 4. 
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§ 19. The Culdees. 

After the expulsion of the Columban monks from the king- 
dom of the Piets in the eighth century, the term Ouldee or Cette 
De, or Kaledei, first appears in history, and has given rise to 
much controversy and untenable theories. 1 It is of doubtful 
origin, but probably means servants or worshippers of God.* It 
was applied to anchorites, who, in entire seclusion from society, 
sought the perfection of sanctity. They succeeded the Columban 
monks. They afterwards associated themselves into communi- 
ties of hermits, and were finally brought under canonical rule 
along with the secular clergy, until at length the name of Ouldee 
became almost synonymous with that of secular canon. 

The term Culdee has been improperly applied to the whole 
Keltic church, and a superior purity has been claimed for it. 

There is no doubt that the Columban or the Keltic church of 
Scotland, as well as the early Irish and the early British churches, 
differed in many points from the mediaeval and modern church 
of Rome, and represent a simpler and yet a very active mission- 
ary type of Christianity. 

The leading peculiarities of the ancient Keltic church, as dis- 
tinct from the Roman, are: 

1 To Adamnan and to Bede, the name was entirely unknown. Skene (H. 
226) says: “In the whole range of ecclesiastical history there is nothing more 
entirely destitute of authority than the application of this name to the Columban 
monks of the sixth and seventh centuries, or more utterly baseless than the 
fabric which has been raised upon that assumption.” The most learned and 
ingenious construction of an imaginary Protestant Culdee Church was furnished 
by Ebrard and McLauchlan. 

* The word Ciddee is variously derived from the Gaelic Qfflt De, servant of 
God ; from the Keltic OuU or Ced, retreat, recess, and GuMieh, men of the recesa 
(Jamieson, McLauchlan, Cunningham); from the Irish Oe tie De, the spouse of 
God (Ebrard), or the servants of God (Reeves); from the Irish Cutta, cowl, i.e. 
the black monk; from the Latin Dticola, cultoree Del (Oolidei), worshippers of 
God the Father, in distinction from ChrMcdke {Odechrist in Irish), or ordinary 
Christians (Skene); from the Greek rat, men of the cells (Goodall). 
The earliest Latin form is Kaledei. In Irish Keile as a substantive means 
sotiut maritvus, also terms. On the name, see Braun, De Cutdew, Bonn, 1840, 
McLauchlan, pp. 175 sq. ; Ebrard, pp. 2 sq, and Skene, IL 238. 
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1. Independence of the Pope. Iona was its Eome, and the 
Abbot of Iona, and afterwards of Dunkeld, though a mere Pres- 
byter, ruled all Scotland. 

2. Monasticism ruling supreme, but mixed with secular life, 
and not bound by vows of celibacy; while in the Koman church 
the monastic system was subordinated to the hierarchy of the 
secular clergy. 

3. Bishops without dioceses and jurisdiction and succession. 

4. Celebration of the time of Easter. 

5. Form of the tonsure. 

It has also been asserted, that the Kelts or Culdees were 
opposed to auricular confession, the worship of saints and images, 
purgatory, transubstantiation, the seven sacraments, and that for 
this reason they were the forerunners of Protestantism. 

But this inference is not warranted. Ignorance is one thing, 
and rejection of an error from superior knowledge is quite ano- 
ther thing. The difference is one of form rather than of spirit. 
Owing to its distance and isolation from the Continent, the Keltic 
church, while superior to the churches in Gaul and Italy — at 
least during the sixth and seventh centuries — in missionary zeal 
and success, was left behind them in other things, and adhered 
to a previous stage of development in truth and error. But the 
general character and tendency of both during that period were 
essentially different from the genius of Protestant Christianity. 
We find among the Kelts the same or even greater love for mo- 
nasticism and asceticism, the same superstitious belief in incredi- 
ble miracles, the same veneration for relics (as the bones of 
Columba and Aidan, which for centuries were carried from place 
to place), the same scrupulous and narrow zeal for outward forms 
and ceremonies (as the observance of the mere time of Easter, and 
the mode of monastic tonsure), with the only difference that the 
Keltic church adhered to an older and more defective calendar, 
and to the semi-circular instead of the circular tonsure. There 
is not the least evidence that the Keltic church had a higher 
conception of Christian freedom, or of any positive distinctive 
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principle of Protestantism, such as the absolute supremacy of the 
Bible in opposition to tradition, or justification by faith without 
works, or the universal priesthood of all believers . 1 

Considering, then, that the peculiarities of the Keltic church 
arose simply from its isolation of the main current of Christian 
history, the ultimate triumph of Rome, with all its incidental 
evils, was upon the whole a progress in the onward direction. 
Moreover, the Culdees degenerated into a state of indolence and 
stagnation during the darkness of the ninth and tenth centuries, 
and the Danish invasion, with its devastating and disorganizing 
influences. We still find them in the eleventh century, and fre- 
quently at war with the Roman clergy about landed property, 
tithes and other matters of self-interest, but not on matters 
of doctrine, or Christian life. The old Culdee convents of 
St. Andrews, Dunkeld, Dunblane and Brechin were turned 
into the bishop’s chapter with the right of electing the bishop. 
Married Culdees were gradually supplanted by Canons-Regu- 
lar. They lingered longest in Brechin, but disappeared in 
the thirteenth century. The decline of the Culdees was the 
opportunity of Rome. The Saxon priests and monks, connected 
with the more civilized countries, were very active and aggres- 
sive, building cathedrals, monasteries, hospitals, and getting 
possession of the land. 

1 The Duke of Argyll, who is a Scotch Presbyterian, remarks (L e. p. 41) * 
"It is vain to look, in the peculiarities of the Scoto-Irish Church, for the model 
either of primitive practioe, or of any particular system. As regards the theol- 
ogy of Columba’s time, although it was not what we now understand as Roman, 
neither assuredly was it what we understand as Protestant. Moulalembert 
boasts, and I think with truth, that in Columba’s Life we have proof of the 
practioe of the auricular confession, of the invocation of saints, of confidence in 
their protection, of belief in transubstantiation [?], of the practices of tasting 
and of penance, of prayers for the dead, of the sign of the cross in fiuniliar— and 
it must be added— in most superstitious use. On the other hand there is no 
symptom of the worship or ‘cultus’ of the Virgin, and not even an allusion to 
such an idea as the universal bishopric of Rome^ or to any special authority as 
seated then." 
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§ 20. Extinction of the Keltic Church, and Triumph of Borne 
under King David I. 

The turning-point in the history of the Scotch churrh is the reign 
of the devout Saxon queen St. Margaret, one of the best queens of 
Scotland (107 0-1093). She exerted unbounded influence over her 
illiterate husband, Malcolm III., and her sous. She was very 
benevolent, self-denying, well versed in the Scriptures, zealous 
in reforming abuses, and given to excessive fasting, which under- 
mined her constitution and hastened her death. “In St. Mar- 
garet we have an embodiment of the spirit of her age. What 
ostentatious humility, what almsgiving, what prayers! What 
piety, had it only been freed from the taint of superstition! The 
Culdees were listless and lazy, while she was unwearied in doing 
good. The Culdees met her in disputation, but, being ignorant, 
they were foiled. Death could not contend with life. The 
Indian disappears before the advance of the white man. The 
Keltic Culdee disappeared before the footsteps of the Saxon 
priest.” 1 

The change was effected by the same policy as that of the 
Norman kings towards Ireland. The church was placed upon 
a territorial in the place of a tribal basis, and a parochial system 
and a diocesan episcopacy was substituted for the old tribal 
churches with their monastic jurisdiction and functional episco- 
pacy. Moreover the great religious orders of the Roman Church 
were introduced and founded great monasteries as centres of 
counter- influence. And lastly, the Culdees were converted from 
secular into regular canons and thus absorbed into the Roman 
system. When Turgot was appointed bishop of St Andrews, 
A.D. 1107, “the whole rights of the Keledei over the whole 
kingdom of Scotland passed to the bishopric of St. Andrews.” 

From the time of Queen Margaret a stream of Saxons and 
Normans poured into Scotland, not as conquerors but as settlers, 
and acquired rapidly, sometimes by royal grant, sometimes by 

1 Cunningham, Church Mist of Scotland, p. 100. 
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marriage, the most fertile districts from the Tweed to the Pent- 
land Firth. From these settlers almost every noble family of 
Scotland traces its descent. They brought with them English 
civilization and religion. 

The sons and successors of Margaret enriched the church by 
magnificent endowments. Alexander I. founded the bishoprics 
of Moray and Dunkeld. His younger brother, David 1., the 
sixth son of Malcolm III., who married Maud, a grand-niece of 
William the Conqueror (1110) and ruled Scotland from 1124 to 
1153, founded the bishoprics of Ross, Aberdeen, Caithness, 
■and Brechin, and several monasteries and religious houses. 
The nobility followed his example of liberality to the church 
and the hierarchy so that in the course of a few centuries one 
half of the national wealth passed into the hands of the clergy, 
who were at the same time in possession of all the learning. 

In the latter part of David’s reign an active crusade com- 
menced against the Culdee establishments from St. Andrews to 
Iona, until the very name gradually disappeared; the last men- 
tion being of the year 1332, when the usual formula of their 
exclusion in the election of a bishop was repeated. 

“ Thus the old Keltic Church came to an end, leaving no ves- 
tiges behind it, save here and there the roofless walls of what 
had been a church, and the numerous old burying-grounds to 
the use of which the people still cling with tenacity, and where 
occasionally an ancient Keltic cross tells of its former state. All 
else has disappeared; and the only records we have of their his- 
tory are the names of the saints by whom they were founded 
preserved in old calendars, the fountains near the old churches 
bearing their name, the village fairs of immemorial antiquity 
held on their day, and here and there a few lay families holding 
a small portion of land, as hereditary custodiers of the pastoral 
staff, or other relic of the reputed founder of the church, with 
some small remains of its jurisdiction.” 1 


1 Skene, IL 418. 
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IL THE CONVERSION OF FRANCE, GERMANY, AND AD JACENT 

COUNTRIES. 

General Literature . 

I. Germany before Christianity. 

Tacitus: Germania (cap. 2, 9, 11, 27, 39-45) ; Annal. (XIII. 57); Hist 
(IV. 64). 

Jac. Grimm: Deutsche Mythologie. Gottingen, 2nd ed. 1854, 2 vols. 

A. F. OzANAM : Les Germains avant le christ ianisme. Par. 1847. 

X. SlMROCK: Deutsche Mythologie . Bonn, 2nd ed. 1864. 

A. Planck: Die Gotter und der Gottesglaube der Deutschen. In “ Jahrb. 
far Deutsche Thcol.,” 1866, No. 1. 

II. The Christianization of Germany. 

F- W. Rettberg: Kirchengesckichte Deutschlands . Gottingen, 1846-48* 
2 vols. 

C. J. Hefele (R. C.) : Geschichte der Einfuhrung des Christenthums im 
sudwesfl. Deutschland. Tubingen 1837. 

H. Rucfert : Gulturgeschichte des deutschen Volkes in der Zeit des Uebcr* 

gangs aus dem Heidenthum . Leipz. 1853, 2 vols. 

W. . Krafft : Kirchengesckichte der German. Yolker. Berlin 1854 
(first vol.) 

HlEMER (R- C-) : Einfuhrung des Christenthums in Deutschen Landen. 
Schaffhausen 1857 sqq. 4 vols. 

Count de Montalembert (R. C.) : The Monks of the West from St L 
Benedict to St. Bernard. Edinb. and Lond. 1861 sqq. 7 vols. 

I. Friedrich (R. C., since 1870 Old Cath.) : Kirchengesckichte Deutsch- 

lands. Regensb. 1866, 1869, 2 vols. 

Charles Meri vale: Conversion of the West. The Continental Teutons. 
London 1878. (Popular). 

G. KorbeR: Die Ausbreitung des Christenthums im sudlichen Baden . 
Heidelb. 1878. 

R. CRUEL: Geschichte der deutschen Bredigt im Mittelalter. Detmold 
1879. (Ohs. I. and II.) 

§ 21 . Avian Christianity ammg the Goths and other German Tribes. 

X Editions of the remains of the Gothic Bible Version of Wulfila: by 
H.C. VON DER Gabelenz and J. Loebe, Leipz. 1836-46; Mass- 
mann, 1855-57; E. Bernhardt, 1875 (with the Greek text and 
notes) ; and Stamm, 7th ed. 1878, and in fae-simile by Uppstrom, 
1854-1868. See also Ulphilzb Opera, and Schaff, Compan. to 
Gr. Test., p. 150. 

Ulphilje Opera ( Versio Bibliorum Gothica), in Migne’s JPatrolog., Tom. 

XVIII. pp. 462-1559 (with a Gothic glossary). 

TT G. Waitz: Veber das Leben und die Lehre des TJlfila . Hanover 1840. 
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W. Bessel: Das Leben des Ulfilas und die Bekehrung der Oothen gum 
Christenthum. Gutting. 1860. 

W. Krafet : l. e. I. 213-326; and De Fontibus TJlfilce Arianismi. 1860. 
A. Helfferich; Der west-gothische Arianismus und die spanischc Bei- 
sergeschichte . Berlin I860. 

We now proceed to the conversion of the Continental Teutons, 
especially those of France and Germany. 

The first wholesale conversions of the Germanic or Teutonic 
race to the Christian religion took place among the Goths in the 
time when Arianism was at the height of power in the East 
Roman empire. The chief agents were clerical and other cap- 
tives of war whom the Goths in their raids carried with them 
from the provinces of the Roman empire and whom they learned 
to admire and love for their virtue and supposed miraculous 
power. Constantine the Great entered into friendly relations 
with them, and is reported by Eusebius and Socrates to have 
subjected them to the cross of Christ. It is certain that some 
ecclesiastical organization was effected at that time. Theophilus, 
a bishop of the Goths, is mentioned among the fathers of the 
council of Nicsea, 325. 

The real apostle of the Goths is Ulfilas, 1 who was consecrated 
bishop in 348 at Constantinople, and died there in 381, aged 
seventy years. He invented the Gothic alphabet, and translated 
the Bible into Gothic, but was an Arian, or rather a semi-Arian, 
who regarded Christ as a secondary God and the Holy Spirit 
merely as a sanctifying power. 2 

Arianism spread with great rapidity among the Visigoths, 
Ostrogoths, Burgundians, and Vandals. This heretical form of 
Christianity, however, was more a matter of accident than pref- 
erence and conviction among the Germans, and soon gave way 
to orthodoxy when they became acquainted with it. When 
Alarie, the famous king of the Visigoths, captured Rome (410), 

1 The usual spelling. Better: WvJfla, i. e. Wolfiein, Little Wolf. 

* In his testamentary creed, which he always held (semper «ie eredidi), he con- 
fesses faith “in God the Father and in his only begotten Son our Lord and God. 
and in the Holy Spirit as virtutem iUvminmtem, et samtificantem, nee Derm nee 
Domirmn, sed ministrum Christi.” Comp. Krafft, 1. e. 328 sqq. 
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He treated the city with marked leniency, which Augustin justly 
traced to the influence of the Christian faith even in heretical 
form. The Vandals, the rudest among the Teutonic tribes, 
made an exception; they fiercely persecuted the orthodox Chris- 
tians in North Africa (since 430) and desolated this once flou- 
rishing field of the Catholic Church, the scene of the immortal 
labors of St. Augustin. Their kingdom was destroyed under 
Justinian (534), but the Catholic Church never rose from its 
ruins, and the weak remnant was conquered by the sword of 
Islam (670). 

Chrysostom made a noble effort to convert the Eastern Goths 
from Arianism to Catholicity, but his mission ceased after his 
death (407). 

The conversion of the Franks to Catholic Christianity and 
various political circumstances led to the abandonment of Arian- 
ism among the other Germanic tribes. The Burgundians who 
spread from the Rhine to the Rhone and Saone, embraced Cath- 
olic Christianity in 517, and were incorporated into the French 
kingdom in 534. The Suevi who spread from Eastern Germany 
into France and Spain, embraced the Catholic faith in 550. The 
Visigoths in Spain, through their king, Reccared the Catholic, 
subscribed an orthodox creed at the third Council of Toledo, A. 
D. 589, but the last of the Gothic kings, Roderic, was conquered 
by the Saracens, breaking into Spain from Africa, in the bloody 
battle of Xeros do la Frontera, A. D. 711. 

The last stronghold of Arianism were the Longobards or 
Lombards, who conquered Northern Italy (still called Lombardy) 
and at first persecuted the Catholics. They were converted to 
the orthodox faith by the wise influence of Pope Gregory I. (590- 
616), and the Catholic queen Theodelinde (d. 625) whose hus- 
band Agilulf (590-616) remained Arian, but allowed his son 
Adelwald to be baptized and brought up in the Catholic Church. 
An Arian reaction followed, but Catholicism triumphed under 
Grimoald (662-671), and Liutprand (773-774). Towards the 
close of the eighth century, Pepin and Charlemagne, in the interest 
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Upon her tomb in Kildare arose the inextinguishable flame 
called “the Light of St. Bridget,” which her nuns (like the 
Vestal Virgins of Rome) kept 

“Through long ages of darkness and storm” (Moore). 

Six lives of her were published by Colgan in his Trias Thau- 
maturgus, and five by the Bollandists in the Acta Sanctorum . 

Critical Note on St. Patrick. 

We have only one or two genuine documents from Patrick, both writ- 
ten in semi-barbarous (early Irish) Latin, but breathing an humble, devout 
and fervent missionary spirit without anything specifically Eoman, viz. 
his autobiographical Confession (in 25 chapters), written shortly before 
his death (493?), and his Letter of remonstrance to Corotiem (or Cercdig), 
a British chieftain (nominally Christian), probably of Ceredigion or 
Cardigan, who had made a raid into Ireland, and sold several of 
Patrick's converts into slavery (10 chapters). The Confession, as con- 
tained in the “Book of Armagh,” is alleged to have been transcribed 
before A. D. 807 from Patrick's original autograph, which was then 
partly illegible. There are four other MSS. of tho eleventh century, 
with sundry additions towards the close, which seem to be independent 
copies of the same original. See Haddan & Stubbs, note on p. 296. 
The Epistle to Coroticus is much shorter, and not so generally accepted. 
Both documents were first printed in 1656, then in 1668 in the Acta 
Sanctorum , also in Migne's Patrologia (Vol. 53), in Miss Cusack's Life 
of St , . Patrick, in the work of Ebrard (L c. 482 sqq.), and in Haddan 
& Stubbs, Councils (Vol. H., P. II., 296 sqq.). 

There is a difference of opinion about Patrick's nationality, whether ho 
was of Scotch, or British, or French extraction. He begins his Confession : 
“I, Patrick, a sinner, the rudest and the least of all tho faithful, and the 
most contemptible with the multitude {Ego Patricius, peccator, rustiemi - 
mus et minimus omnium fidelium et contemptibilissimus apud plurimos , or, 
according to another reading, contemptibUis sum apud plurimos), had for 
my father Calpomus (or Calphurnius), a deacon ( diaconum , or diaconm), 
fhe son of Potitus (al. Photius), a presbyter (filium quondam Potiti pres - 
byteri), who lived in the village of Bannavem (or Banaven) of Tabernia; 
for he had a cottage in the neighborhood where I was captured. I was 
then about sixteen years old; but I was ignorant of the true God, and 
was led away into captivity to Hibernia.” Bannavem of Tabernia is 
perhaps Banavie in Lochaber in Scotland (SlcLauchlan) ; others fix the 
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leaving desolation behind them, but the Franks settled there 
and changed Gaul into France, as the Anglo-Saxons changed 
Britain into England. They conquered the Gallo-Romans, cru- 
elly spoiled and almost exterminated them in the North-Eastern 
districts. Before they accepted the Christianity of the conquered 
race, they learned their vices. “ The greatest evil of barbarian 
government,” says Henri Martin, 1 “ was perhaps the influence 
of the greedy and corrupt Romans who insinuat ed themselves 
into the confidence of their new masters.” To these degenerate 
Christians Montalembert traces the arts of oppression and the 
refinements of debauchery and perfidy which the heathen Ger- 
mans added to their native brutality. “ The barbarians derived 
no advantage from their contact with the Roman world, depraved 
as it was under the empire. They brought with them manly 
virtues of which the conquered race had lost even the recollec- 
tion ; but they borrowed, at the same time, abject and contagious 
vices, of which the Germanic world had no conception. They 
found Christianity there; but before they yielded to its benefi- 
cent influence, they had time to plunge into all the baseness and 
debauchery of a civilization corrupted long before it was van- 
quished. The patriarchal system of government which charac- 
terized the ancient Germans, in their relations with their children 
and slaves as well as with their chiefs, fell into ruin in contact 
with that contagious depravity.” 2 

The conversion of the Salian Franks took place under the lead 
of their victorious king Chlodwig or Clovis (Ludovicos, 
Louis), the son of Childeric and grandson of Merovig (hence 
the name of Merovingians). He ruled from the year 481 to his 
death in 511. With him begins the historynot only of the French 
empire, its government and laws, but also of the French nation, 
its religion and moral habits. He married a Christian princess, 
Chlotilda, a daughter of the king of the Burgundians (493), and 
allowed his child to be baptized. Before the critical battle at 

1 VoL I. p. 394, quoted by Montalembert 

* Montalembert, VoL IL p. 230. 
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Tolbiac 1 near Cologne against the invasion of the Allcmanni, he 
prayed to Jesus Christ for aid after having first called upon his 
own gods, and promised, in case of victory, to submit to baptism 
together with his warriors. After the victory ho was instructed 
by Bishop Remigius of Rhcims. When he heard tire story of 
the crucifixion of Christ, he exclaimed: “Would I had been 
there with my valiant Franks to avenge him !” On Christmas, 
in the year 496, he descended before the cathedral of Rheims into 
the baptismal basin, and three thousand of his warriors followed 
him as into the joys of paradise. “ When they arose from the 
waters, as Christian disciples, one might have seen fourteen cen- 
turies of empire rising with them; the whole array of chivalry, 
the long series of the crusades, the deep philosophy of the schools, 
in one word all the heroism, all the liberty, all the learning of 
the later ages. A great nation was commencing its career in the 
world — that nation was the Franks.” 2 * * 

But the change of religion had little or no effect on the charac- 
ter of Clovis and his descendants, whose history is tarnished with 
atrocious crimes. The Merovingians, half tigers, half lambs, 
passed with astonishing rapidity from horrible massacres to pas- 
sionate demonstrations of contrition, and from the confessional 
back again to the excesses of their native cruelty. The crimes 
of Clovis are honestly told by such saintly biographers as Gre- 
gory of Tours and Hincmar, who feel no need of any excuse for 
him in view of his services to religion. St. Remigius even 
advised the war of conquest against the Visigoths, because they 
were Arians. 

“The Franks,” says a distinguished Catholic Fren chman , 8 
“were sad Christians. While they respected the freedom of the 
Catholic faith, and made external profession of it, they violated 
without scruple all its precepts, and at the same time the simplest 

1 Tolbiacum, Zulpich. * Ozanam, Etudes Qemumigues, JL 54. 

8 Montalembert, H. 235. Comp, also the graphic description of the Mero- 

vingian house in Dean Milman’s Lot. Christy BL HI., ch. 2 (Yol. L, p. 395, 

Am. ecL). 
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laws of humanity. After having prostrated themselves before 
the tomb of some holy martyr or confessor; after having distin- 
guished themselves by the choice of an irreproachable bishop; 
after having listened respectfully to the voice of a pontiff or 
monk, we see them, sometimes in outbreaks of fury, sometimes 
by cold-blooded cruelties, give full course to the evil instincts of 
their savage nature. Their incredible perversity was most appa- 
rent in the domestic tragedies, the fratricidal executions and 
assassinations, of which Clovis gave the first example, and which 
marked the history of his son and grandson with an ineffaceable 
stain. Polygamy and perjury mingled in their daily life with a 
semi-pagan superstition, and in reading these bloody biographies, 
scarcely lightened by some transient gleams of faith or humility, 
it is difficult to believe that, in embracing Christianity, they gave 
up a single pagan vice or adopted a single Christian virtue. 

“ It was against this barbarity of the soul, far more alarming 
than grossness and violence of manners, that the Church trium- 
phantly struggled. From the midst of these frightful disorders, 
of this double current of corruption and ferocity, the pure and 
resplendent light of Christian sanctity was about to rise. But 
the secular clergy, itself tainted by the general demoralization of 
the two races, was not sufficient for this task. They needed the 
powerful and soon preponderating assistance of the monastic 
jtrmy. It did not fail: the church and France owe to it the 
decisive victory of Christian civilization over a race much more 
difficult to subdue than the degenerate subjects of Borne or By- 
zantium. While the Franks, coming from the North, completed 
the subjugation of Gaul, the Benedictines were about to approach 
from the South, and super-impose a pacific and beneficent domi- 
nion upon the Germanic barbarian’ conquest. The junction and 
union of these forces, so unequal in their civilizing power, were 
destined to exercise a sovereign influence over the fixture of our 
country.” 

Among these Benedictine monks, St. Matjrtjs occupies the 
most prominent place. He left Monte Casino before the death 
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of St. Benedict (about 540), with four companions, crossed the 
Alps,' founded Glanfeuil on the Loire, the first Benedictine mo- 
nastery in France, and gave his name to that noble band of 
scholars who, more than a thousand years after, enriched the 
church with the best editions of the fathers and other works of 
sacred learning. 1 He had an interview with King Theodebert 
(the grandson of Clovis), was treated with great reverence and 
received from him a large donation of crown lands. Monastic 
establishments soon multiplied and contributed greatly to the 
civilization of France.* 

§ 23. Columbanus and the Irish Missionaries on die Continent. 

I. Sources. 

The works of Columbanus in Patrick Fleming’s Collectanea 
sacra (Lovanii, 1667), and in MlGNE: Patrolog., Tom. 87, pp. 1013- 
1055. His life by Jonas in the Acta Sand. Ord. Boned., Tom. EL, 
Sec. II., 2-26. (Also in Fleming’s Coll.) 

II. Works. 

Lanigan (R. K.) : Eccles. JBist. of Ireland (1829), II. 263 sqq. 
Montalembert: Monies of the West, II. 397 sqq. 

Ph. Heber: Die vorharolingischen Qlaubenshelden am Rhein, 1867. 
Lutolf (R. C.): Die Olaubensboten dor Schweiz vor St. Callus. Luzern, 
1871. 

Ebrard: Die iroschottische MissionsMrche (1873), pp. 25-31; 284-340. 
KlLLEN: Ecdesiast. Hist, of Ireland (1875), 1. 41 sqq. 

W. Smith and H. Wace : Did. Christ. Biography (1877), I. 605-607. 

G. HerteL: Ueher des hell. Coluniba Leben und Wirhen, besonders seine 
Klosterregel In the “ Zeitschriffc fur hist. Theol.,” 1875, p.396; 
and another article in Brieger’s “Zeitschrift fBr Kirchengesch.,” 
1879, p. 145. 

"While the Latin Benedictine monks worked their way up 
from the South towards the heart of France, Keltic missionaries 
carried their independent Christianity from the West to the 
North of France, the banks of the Rhine, Switzerland and Lom- 

1 The brotherhood of St. Maur was founded in 1618, and numbered such 
scholars as Mabillon, Montfaucon, and Ruinart. 

* The legendary history of monasticism under the Merovingians is well told 
by Montalembert, II. 236-386. 
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bardy ; but they were counteracted by Roman missionaries, who 
at last secured the control over France and Germany as well as 
over the British Isles. 

St. Columbanus 1 * 3 is the pioneer of the Irish missionaries to 
the Continent. His life has been written with great minuteness 
by Jonas, a monk of his monastery at Bobbio. He was born in 
Leinster, A.D. 543, in which year St. Benedict, his celebrated 
monastic predecessor, died at Monte Casino, and was trained in 
the monastery of Bangor, on the coast of Down, under the direc- 
tion of St. Comgall. Filled with missionary zeal, he left his 
native land with twelve companions, and crossed over the sea to 
Gaul in 590,* or in 585/ several years before Augustin landed 
in England. He found the country desolated by war; Christian 
virtue and discipline were almost extinct. He travelled for 
several years, preaching and giving an example of humility and 
charity. He lived for whole weeks without other food than 
herbs and wild berries. He liked best the solitude of the woods 
and caves, where even the animals obeyed his voice and received 
his caresses. In Burgundy he was kindly received by King 
Gontran, one of the grandsons of Clovis; refused the offer of 
wealth, and chose a quiet retreat in the Vosges mountains, first 
in a ruined Roman fort at Annegray, and afterwards at Luxeuil 
(Luxovium). Here he established a celebrated monastery on the 
confines of Burgundy and Austrasia. A similar institution he 
founded at Fontaines. Several hundred disciples gathered 
around him. Luxeuil became the monastic capital of Gaul, a 
nursery of bishops and saints, and the mother of similar insti- 
tutions. 

1 Also called Columba the younger, to distinguish him from the Scotch Co- 
lumba. There is a second St Columbanus, an abbot of St Trudo (St Troud) 
in France, and a poet, who died about the middle of the ninth century. 

1 The date assigned by Hertel, L e., and Meyer von Knonau, in “AUg. Deutsche 
Biographic,” IV. 424 (1876). 

3 The date according to the Bollandists and Smith’s Diet, of Ohr. Biogr. 
Ebrard puts the emigration of Columbanus to Gaul in the year 594. 
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Columbanus drew up a monastic rule, which in all essential 
points resembles the more famous rule of St. Benedict, but is 
shorter and more severe. It divides the time of the monks be- 
tween ascetic exercises and useful agricultural labor, and enjoins 
absolute obedience on severe penalties. It was afterwards super- 
seded by the Benedictine rule, which had the advantage of the 
papal sanction and patronage. 1 

The life of Columbanus in France was embittered and his 
authority weakened by his controversy with the French clergy 
and the court of Burgundy. He adhered tenaciously to the 
Irish usage of computing Easter, the Irish tonsure and costume. 
Besides, his extreme severity of life was a standing rebuke of 
the worldly priesthood and dissolute court. He was summoned 
before a synod in 602 or 603, and defended himself in a letter 
with great freedom and eloquence, and with a singular mixture 
of humility and pride. He calls himself (like St. Patrick) 
"Columbanus, a sinner,” but speaks with an air of authority. 
He pleads that he is not the originator of those ritual differences, 
that he came to France, a poor stranger, for the cause of Christ, 
and asks nothing but to be permitted to live in silence in the 
depth of the forests near the 'bones of his seventeen brethren, 
whom he had already seen die. "Ah! let us live with you in 
this Gaul, where we now are, since we are destined to live with 
each other in heaven, if we are found worthy to enter there.” 
The letter is mixed with rebukes of the bishops, calculations of 
Easter and an array of Scripture quotations. At the same time 
he wrote several letters to Pope Gregory I., one of which only 
is preserved in the writings of Columbanus. There is no record 
of the action of the Synod on this controversy, nor of any answer 
of the Pope. 

1 There is a considerable difference between his Regvfo Monastica, in ten 
chapters, and his JRegvla CosnobiaMs Prabrum, me Liber de quotidimis Pcmitentm 
Monachonm, in fifteen chapters. The latter is unreasonably rigorous, and im- 
poses corporal punishments for the slightest offences, even speaking at table, 
or coughing at chanting. Ebrard (1. c., p. 148 sqq.) contends that the Bequla 
QmobkMs, which is found only in two codices, is of later origin. Comp. Her* 
tel, L e. 
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The conflict with the court of Burgundy is highly honorable 
to Columbanus, and resulted in his banishment. He reproved 
by word and writing the tyranny of queen Brunehild (or Brune- 
hauld) and the profligacy of her grandson Theodoric (or Thierry 
II.); he refused to bless his illegitimate children and even threat- 
ened to excommunicate the young king. He could not be 
silenced by flattery and gifts, and was first sent as a prisoner to 
Besau$on, and then expelled from the kingdom in 610. 1 

But this persecution extended his usefulness. We find him 
next, with his Irish friends who accompanied him, on the lake 
of Zurich, then in Bregenz (Bregentium) on the lake of Con- 
stance, planting the seeds of Christianity in those charming 
regions of German Switzerland. His preaching was accompanied 
by burning the heathen idols. Leaving his disciple St. Gall at 
Bregenz, he crossed the Alps to Lombardy, and founded a famous 
monastery at Bobbio. He manfully fought there the Arian 
heresy, but in a letter to Boniface IY. he defended the cause of 
Nestorius, as condemned by the Fifth General Council of 553, 
and called upon the Pope to vindicate the church of Rome against 
the charge of heresy. He speaks very boldly to the Pope, but 
acknowledges Rome to be “ the head of the churches of the whole 
world, excepting only the singular prerogative of the place of 
the Lord’s resurrection ” (Jerusalem).* He died in Bobbio, Nov. 
21, 615. The poetry of grateful love and superstitious faith has 
adorned his simple life with various miracles. 

Columbanus was a man of considerable learning for his age. 
He seems to have had even some knowledge of Greek and He- 
brew. His chief works are his Regula Monastica, in ten short 
chapters; seventeen Discourses; his Epistles to the Gallic Synod 
on the paschal controversy, to Gregory I., and to Boniface IV.; 
and a few poems. The following characteristic specimen of his 
ascetic view of life is from one of the discourses: “O mortal 

1 For a full account of this quarrel see Montalembert, H. 411 sqq. 

9 “ Soma orbis terrarum caput tit eccledarum, saka loci Dominica remrrectumis 
singulari prarogatim " 
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life! how many hast thou deceived, seduced, and blinded ! Thou 
fliest and art nothing; thou appearest and art but a shade; thou 
risest and art but a vapor; thou fliest every day, and every day 
thou comest; thou fliest in coming, and comest in flying, the 
same at the point of departure, different at the end; sweet to the 
foolish, bitter to the wise. . Those who love thee know thee not, 
and those only know thee who despise thee. What art thou, 
then, O human life? Thou art the way of mortals, and not their 
life. Thou beginnest in sin and endest in death. Thou art 
then the way of life and not life itself. Thou art only a road, 
and an unequal road, long for some, short for others; wide for 
these, narrow for those; joyous for some, sad for others, but for 
all equally rapid and without return. It is necessary, then, O 
miserable human life! to fathom thee, to question thee, but not 
to trust in thee. We must traverse thee without dwelling in 
thee — no one dwells upon a great road; we but march over it, 
to reach the country beyond.” 1 

Several of the disciples of Columbanus labored in eastern Hel- 
vetia and Rhaetia. 

Sigisbekt separated from him at the foot of the St. Gothard, 
crossed eastward over the Oberalp to the source of the Rhine, 
and laid the foundation of the monastery of Dissentis in the 
Grisons, which lasts to this day. 

St. Gael (Gallus), the most celebrated of the pupils of Co- 
lumbanus, remained in Switzerland, and became the father of 
the monastery and city called after him, on the hanks of the 
river Steinach. He declined the bishopric of Constanz. His 
double struggle against the forces of nature and the gods of hea- 
thenism has been embellished with marvelous traits by the legen- 
dary poetry of the middle ages.* When he died, ninety-five 

1 Montalembert, EL 436. 

1 See the anonymous Vita S. Gotti in Pertz, Monwnenta, JL 193, and in the 
Aeta Someth Tom. VII. Octobris. Also Greith, Gexhichtederdtirmhen, Kirche . . 
ah Einleitung in die GexA. des Stifte St. Gotten (1857), the chapter on Gallus, pp. 
333 sqq. 
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years old, A. D. 640, the whole surrounding country of the 
Allemanni was nominally christianized. The monastery of St» 
Gall became one of the most celebrated schools of learning in 
Switzerland and Germany, where Irish and other missionaries 
learned German and prepared themselves for evangelistic work 
in Switzerland and Southern Germany. There Notker Balbu- 
lus, die abbot (died 912), gave a lasting impulse to sacred 
poetry and music, as the inventor or chief promoter of the mediae- 
val Laudes or Prosee, among which the famous “ Media vita in 
morte sumus ” still repeats in various tongues its solemn funeral 
warning throughout Christendom. 

Fridold or Fridolin, who probably came from Scotland, 
preached the gospel to the Allemanni in South Germany. But 
his life is involved in great obscurity, and assigned by some to 
the time of Clovis I. (481-511), by others more probably to 
that of Clovis H. (638-656). 

TCtt.tak or Kyllina, of a noble Irish family, is said to have 
been the apostle of Franconia and the first bishop of ‘Wurzburg 
in the seventh centuiy. 

§ 24. German Missionaries before Boniface. 

En gland derived its Anglo-Saxon population from Germany 
in the fifth centuiy, and in return gave to Germany in the 
eighth centuiy the Christian religion with a strong infusion of 
popery. Germany afterwards shook off the yoke of popery, and 
gave to England the Protestant Reformation. In the seventeenth 
centuiy, England produced Deism, which was the first act of 
modem unbelief, and the forerunner of German Rationalism. 
The revival of evangelical theology and religion which followed 
in both countries, established new points of contact between 
these cognate races, which meet again on common ground in the 
Western hemisphere to commingle in the American nationality. 

The convention of Germany to Christianity and to Romanism 
was, like that of England, the slow work of several centuries. 
It was accomplished by missionaries of different nationalities, 
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French, Scotch-Irish, English, and Greek. It began at the 
dose of the second century, when Irenseus spoke of Christian 
congregations in the two Germanies, 1 i. e. Germania prima and 
secunda, on the upper and lower Rhine; and it was substantially 
completed in the age of Charlemagne in the eighth century. 
But nearly the entire North-Eastern part of Germany, which was 
inhabited mostly by Slavonic tribes, remained heathen till the 
eleventh and thirteenth centuries. 

We must distinguish especially three stages: 1) the prepara- 
tory labors of Italian, French, and Scotch-Irish missionaries; 2) 
the consolidating romanizing work of Boniface of England and 
his successors; 3) the forcible military conversion of the Saxons 
under Charlemagne. The fourth and last missionary stage, the 
conversion of the Prussians and Slavonic races in North-Eastern 
Germany, belongs to the next period. 

The light of Christianity came to Germany first from the 
Roman empire in the Roman colonies on the Rhine. At the 
council of Arles in 314, there was a bishop Matemus of Cologne 
with his deacon, Macrinus, and a bishop of Treves by the name 
of Agrocius. 

In the fifth century the mysterious Severinus from the 
East appeared among the savages on the banks of the Danube in 
Bavaria as an angel of mercy, walking bare-footed in mid-winter, 
redeeming prisoners of war, bringing food and clothing with the 
comfort of the Gospel to the poor and unfortunate, and won by 
his self-denying labors universal esteem. French monks and 
hermits left traces of their work at St. Goar, St. Elig, Wul- 
fach, and other places on the charming banks of the Rhine. 
The efficient labors of Columbanus and his Irish companions 
and pupils extended from the Vosges to South Germany and 
Eastern Switzerland. Wiixebbokd, an Anglo-Saxon, brought 
up in an Dish convent, left with twelve brethren for Holland 
(690), became the Apostle of the Friesians, and was consecrated 


1 alb rwt Tep/utviaK lipvpbai hudriaiai. Adv. hair. L 10, 2. 



? 24 GERMAN MISSIONARIES BEFORE BONIFACE. 91 


by the Pope the first bishop of Utrecht (Trajectum), under the 
name of Clemens. He developed an extensive activity of nearly 
fifty years till his death (739). 

When Boniface arrived in Germany he found nearly in all 
parts which he visited, especially in Bavaria and Thuringia, 
missionaries and bishops independent of Borne, and his object 
was fully as much to romanize this earlier Christianity as to 
convert the heathen. He transferred the conflict between the 
Anglo-Saxon mission of Borne and the older Keltic Christianity 
of Patrick and Columba and their successors from England to 
German soil, and repeated the role of Augustin of Canterbury. 
The old Easter controversy disappears after Columbanus, and 
the chief objects of dispute were freedom from popery and cleri- 
cal marriage. In both respects, Boniface succeeded, after a hard 
struggle, in romanizing Germany. 

The leaders of the opposition to Borne and to Bonifacius 
among his predecessors and contemporaries were Adelbert and 
Clemens. We know them only from the letters of Boniface, 
which represent them in a very unfavorable light. Adelbert, 
or Aldebert (Eldebert), was a Gaul by nation, and perhaps 
bishop of Soissons ; at all events he labored on the French side 
of the Bhine, had received episcopal ordination, and enjoyed 
great popularity from his preaching, being regarded as an apostle, 
a patron, and a worker of miracles. According to Boniface, he 
was a second Simon Magus, or immoral impostor, who deceived 
the people by false miracles and relics, claimed equal rank with 
the apostles, set up crosses and oratories in the fields, consecrated 
buildings in his own name, led women astray, and boasted to 
have relics better than those of Borne, and brought to him by 
an angel from the ends of the earth. Clemens was a Scotchman 
(Irishman), and labored in East Franconia. He opposed eccle- 
siastical traditions and clerical celibacy, and had two sons. He 
held marriage with a brother's widow to be valid, and had pecu- 
liar views of divine predestination and Christ’s descent into 
Hadea. Aldebert and Clemens were condemned without a 
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hearing, and excommunicated as heretics and seducers of the 
people, by a provincial Synod of Soissons, A. D. 744, and 
again in a Synod of Rome, 745, by Pope Zacharias, who con- 
firmed the decision of Boniface. Aldebert was at last imprisoned 
in the monastery of Fulda, and killed by shepherds after 
escaping from prison. Clemens disappeared. 1 

§ 25. Boniface, the Apostle of Germany. 

I. Bonifacius : Epistolce et Sermones, first ed. by Serrarius, Mogunt. 1605, 

then by Wiirdtwein, 1790, by Giles, 1842, and in Migne’s Patrol. Tom. 
89, pp. 598-801 (together with Vita, etc.). Jaffe: Monumenta Mo- 
guntina. Berol. 1866. 

II. Biographies of Bonifitcius. The oldest by Willibald, his pupil 
and companion (in Pertz, Monum. H- 33, and in Migne, l. c. p. 603) ; 
by Othlo, a German Benedictine monk of the eleventh cent, (in 
Migne, p. 634) ; Letzneb (1602) ; Loffler (1812); Seiteks (1845); 
Cox (1853) ; J. P. Muller (1870) ; Hope (1872) ; Am Werner 
Bonifacius un d die Bomanhirung von Mitteleuropa. Lcipz., 1875 ; 
PFAHLER(Regensb. 1880); Otto Fischer (Leipz. 1881); Ebrard: 
Bonif. der Zerstorer dee cohmbanischen Kirchenthwm auf dem Fest- 
lande (Gutersloh, 1882 ; against Fischer and very unjust to B.; see 
against itZflpFFELin the“ Theol. Lit. Zeitg,’’ 1882, No. 22). Cf, the 
respective sections in Neander, Gfrorer, Rettberq (II. 307 
sqq.) 

On the councils of Bonif. see Hefele : Cmciliengeschichtc, III* 458. 

Boniface or Winfried 2 surpassed all his predecessors on 
the German mission-field by the extent and result of his labors, 
and acquired the name of the Apostle of Germany. He was 
born about 680 from a noble family at Kirton in "Wessex, 
the last stronghold of paganism among the Anglo-Saxon king- 
doms. He was brought up in the convent of Nutsal near Win- 
chester, and ordained priest at the age of thirty. He felt it his 
duty to christianize those countries from which his Anglo-Saxon 

1 Comp, besides the Letters of Boniface, the works of Neander, Rettberg, 
Ebrard, Werner and Fischer, quoted below. 

1 One that wins peace. His Latin name Bonifacius, Benefactor, was probably 
his monastic name, or given to him by the Pope on his second visit to 
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forefathers had emigrated. It was a formidable task, requiring 
a heroic courage and indomitable perseverance. 

He sacrificed his splendid prospects at home, crossed the chan- 
nel, and began his missionary career with two or three compa- 
nions among the Friesians in the neighborhood of Utrecht in 
Holland (715). His first attempt was a failure. Batbod, the 
king of Friesland, was at war with Charles Martel, and devas- 
tated the churches and monasteries which had been founded by 
the Franks, and by Willibrord. 

But far from being discouraged, he was only stimulated to 
greater exertion. After a brief sojourn in England, where he 
was offered the dignity of abbot of his convent, he left again his 
native land, and this time forever. He made a pilgrimage to 
Borne, was cordially welcomed by Pope Gregory II. and received 
a general commission to chris tianiz e and romanize central Europe 
(718). Becrossing the Alps, he visited Bavaria and Thuringia, 
which had been evangelized in part by the disciples of Columban, 
but he was coldly received because he represented their Chris- 
tianity as insufficient, and required submission to Borne. He 
turned his steps again to Friesland where order had been restored, 
and assisted Willibrord, archbishop of Utrecht' for three years. 
In 722 he returned to Thuringia in the wake of Charles Martel’s 
victorious army and preached to the heathen in Hesse who lived 
between the Franks and the Saxons, between the middle Rhine 
and the Elbe. He founded a convent at Amanaburg (Amone- 
burg) on the river Ohm. 

In 723 he paid, on invitation, a second visit to Borne, and was 
consecrated by Gregory II. as a missionary bishop without a dio- 
cese (episcopus regionarius). He bound himself on the grave of 
St. Peter with the most stringent oath of fealty to the Pope similar 
to that which was imposed on the Italian or suburban bishops. 1 

1 The juramentum of Boniface, which he ever afterwards remembered and 
observed with painful conscientiousness, deserves to be quoted in foil, as it con- 
tains Ms whole missionary policy (see Migne, L c, p. 803): 

“In nomine Domini Dei Sodecioris nootri Jem Christi, imperante domino Leone 
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From this time his work assumed a more systematic character 
in the closest contact with Rome as the centre of Christendom. 
Fortified with letters of commendation, he attached himself for a 
short time to the court of Charles Martel, who pushed his schemes 
of conquest towards the Hessians. Aided by this secular help 
and the Pope’s spiritual authority, he made rapid progress. By 
a master stroke of missionary policy he laid the axe to the root 
of Teutonic heathenism; with his own hand, in the presence of 
a vast assembly, he cut down the sacred and inviolable oak of' 
the Thunder-God at Geismar (not far from Fritzlar), and built 
with the planks an oratory or church of St. Peter. His biog- 
rapher, Willibald, adds that a sudden storm from heaven came 
to his aid and split the oak in four pieces of equal length. This 
practical sermon was the death and burial of German mythology. 
He received from time to time supplies of books, monks and 
nuns from England. The whole church of England took a deep 

Magno imperatore, anno 7 post cormdatum ejus, sed et Constantini Magni impcratoris 
ejus JUii anno 4, indictione 6. Promitto ego Bonifaeim, Pei gratia episcopus, tibi, 
beaie Petre, apostohrum princeps, mcarioque tuo beato Gregorio papce, et successo- 
nbus ejus, per Pabrem et Fdium, et Spiritnm Sanctum, Trinitatem inseparabilem, et 
hoc sacratistimum corpus tuum, me omnem film et puritatm sanctce fidei catholicce 
exMbere, et in unitate ejusdem fidei, Peo operantc, pcrsistere in gw omnis Christian- 
orum solus esse tine dubio c omprobatur, nutto modo me contra unitatem communis ct 
universalis Ecdesm, suadente quopiam, consentire, sed, ut dni,fidem et puritatm mcam 
atque concursum, tibi et utilitatibus tuce Ecclesice, cui a Pomino Peo potestas Hgandi 
solvmdique data est, et prxdicto vicario tuo atque succmoribus qus, per omnia ezKi- 
here . Sed et ti cognovero antistitcs contra instituta cuitiqua sanctorum Patrum con- 
versari, cum eis nvMam habere communionem aut cmjumtionem ; sed magis, si 
valuero prohibere, prohibeam ; si minus, hoc fiddiier statim Pomino meo apostolico 
rmuntiabo . Quod ti, quod absit, contra hujus profmionis mm seriem diquid facere 
quolibet modo, sea ingenio, vd occatione, tentawero, reus invmiar in ceterno judicio, 
uttionem, Ananias et Sapfvirce inmrram, qui verbis etiam de rebus propriis fraudem 
facere prossumpsit : hoc autem indiculwm sacramcnti ego Bonifadus exiguus episco- 
pus manu propria scripti, atque ponens supra saoratissmum corpus sanctii Petri, ita 
ut proescripbum, Peo teste et judice, feci sacramentum, quod et c onservare promitto” 
With all his devotion to the Roman See, Boniface was manly and independent 
enough to complain in a letter to Pope Zacharias of the scandalous heathen 
practices in Rome which were reported by travellers and filled the German 
Christians with prejudice and disobedience to Rome, See the letter in Migne, 
l c. p. 746 sqq. 
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interest in his work, as we learn from his correspondence. He 
founded monastic colonies near Erfurt, Fritzlar, Ohrdruf, Bisch- 
ofsheim, and Homburg. The victory of Charles Martel over the 
Saracens at Tours (732) checked the westward progress of Tala™ 
and insured the triumph of Christianity in central Europe. 

Boniface was raised to the dignity of archbishop (without a 
see) and papal legate by the new Pope Gregory III. (732), and 
thus enabled to coerce the refractory bishops. 

In 738 he made his third and last pilgrimage to Home with a 
great retinue of monks and converts, and received authority to 
call a synod of bishops in Bavaria and Allemannia. On his return 
he founded, in concert with Duke Odilo, four Bavarian bishop- 
rics at Salzburg, Freising, Passau, and Ratisbon or Regensburg 
(739). To these he added in central Germany the sees of Wurz- 
burg, Buraburg (near Fritzlar), Erfurt, Eichstadt (742). He 
held several synods in Mainz and elsewhere for the organization 
of the churches and the exercise of discipline. The number of 
his baptized converts till 739 is said to have amounted to many 
thousands. 

In 743 he was installed Archbishop of Mainz or Mayence 
(Moguntum) in the place of bishop Gervillius (Gewielieb) who 
was deposed for indulging in sporting propensities and for homi- 
cide in battle. His diocese extended from Cologne to Strasburg 
and even to Coire. He would have preferred Cologne, but the 
clergy there feared his disciplinary severity. He aided the sons 
of Charles Martel in reducing the Gallic clergy to obedience, 
exterminating the Keltic element, and consolidating the union 
with Rome. 

In 744, in a council at Soissons, where twenty-three bishops 
were present, his most energetic opponents were condemned. 
In the same year, in the very heart of Germany, he laid the 
foundation of Fulda, the greatest of his monasteries, which be- 
came the Monte Casino of Germany. 

In 753 he named Lull or Lullus his successor at Mainz. 
Lay ing aside his dignities, he became once more an humble 
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missionary, and returned with about fifty devoted followers to 
the field of the baffled labors of his youth among the Friesians, 
where a reaction in favor of heathenism had taken place since 
the death of Willibrord. He planted his tents on the banks of 
the river Borne near Dockum (between Franecker and Gronin- 
gen), waiting for a large number of converts to be confirmed. 
But, instead of that, he was assailed and slain, with his compa- 
nions, by armed pagans. He met the martyr’s death with calm- 
ness and resignation, June 5, 754 or 755. His bones were 
deposited first at Utrecht, then at Mainz, and at last in Fulda. 
Soon after his death, an English synod chose him, together with 
Pope Gregory and Augustin, patron of the English church. 
In 1875 Pope Pius IX. directed the Catholics of Germany and 
England to invoke especially the aid of St. Boniface in the dis- 
tress of modem times. 

The works of Boniface are epistles and sermons. The former 
refer to his missionary labors and policy, the latter exhibit his 
theological views and practical piety. Fifteen short sermons 
are preserved, addressed not to heathen, but to Christian con- 
verts; they reveal therefore not so much his missionary as his 
edifying activity. They are without Scripture text, and are 
either festal discourses explaining the history of salvation, espe- 
cially the fall and redemption of man, or catechetical expositions 
of Christian doctrine and duty. We give as a characteristic 
specimen of the latter, the fifteenth sermon, on the renunciation 
of the devil in baptism: 


SEBMOXT XV. 

“I. listen, my brethren, and consider well what yon have solemnly 
renounced in your baptism. You have renounced the devil and all his 
works, and all his pomp. But what are the works of the devil? They 
are pride, idolatry, envy, murder, calumny, lying, pegury, hatred, forni- 
cation, adultery, every kind of lewdness, theft, fblse witness, robbery, 
gluttony, drunkenness, slander, fight, malice, philters, incantations, lots, 
belief in witches and were-wolves, abortion, disobedience to the Master, 
amulets. These and other such evil things are the works of the devil, 
all of which yon have forsworn by your baptism, as the apostle says: 
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Whosoever doeth such things deserves death, and shall not inherit the king- 
dom of heaven. But as we believe that, by the mercy of God, you will 
renounce all these things, with heart and hand, in order to become fit for 
grace, I admonish you, my dearest brethren, to remember what you have 
promised Almighty God. 

II. For, first, you have promised to believe in Almighty God, and in 
his Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, one almighty God in perfect 
trinity. 

III. And these are the commandments which you shall keep and ful- 
fil: to love God, whom you profess, with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourselves ; for on 
these commandments hang the whole law and the prophets. Be pa- 
tient, have mercy, be benevolent, chaste, pure. Teach your sons to fear 
God; teach your whole family to do so. Make peace where you go, and 
let him who sits in court, give a just verdict and take no presents, for 
presents make even a wise man blind. 

IY. Keep the Sabbath and go to church— to pray, but not to prattle. 
Give alms according to your power, for alms extinguish sins as water 
does fire. Show hospitality to travelers, visit the sick, take care of 
widows and orphans, pay your tithes to the church, and do to nobody 
what you would not have done to yourself Fear God above alL Let 
the servants be obedient to their masters, and the masters just to their 
servants. Cling to the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed, and communicate 
them to your own children and to those whose baptismal sponsors you 
are. Keep the fast, love what is right, stand up against the devil, and 
partake from time to time of the Lord’s Supper. Such are the works 
which God commands you to do and fulfiL 

Y. Believe in the advent of Christ, the resurrection of the body, 
and the judgment of all men. For then the impious shall be sepa- 
rated from the just, the one for the everlasting fire, the others for the 
eternal life. Then begins a life with God without death, a light without 
shadows, a health without sickness, a plenty without hunger, a happiness 
without fear, a joy with no misgivings. Then comes the eternal glory, 
in which the just shall shine like suns, for no eye has ever seen, no ear 
has ever heard, no heart has ever dreamed, of all that which God has 
prepared for those whom he loves. 

VI. I also remind you, my beloved brethren, that the birth-day of our 
Lord is approaching, in order that you may abstain from all that is 
worldly or lewd or impure or bad. Spit out all malice and hatred and 
envy; it is poison to your heart. Keep chaste even with respect to your 
own wives. Clothe yourselves with good works. Give alms to the poor who 
belong to Christ; invite them often to your feasts. Keep peace with all, 
and make peace between those who are at discord. If, with the aid of 
Christ, you will truly fulfil these commands, then in this life you can 
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with confidence approach the altar of God, and in the next you shall 
partake of the everlasting bliss.” 1 

Bonifacius combined the zeal and devotion of a missionary 
with worldly prudence and a fare genius for organization and 
administration. He was no profound scholar, but a practical 
statesman and a strict disciplinarian. He was not a theologian, 
but an ecclesiastic, and would have made a good Pope. He 
selected the best situations for his bishoprics and monasteries, 
and his far-sighted policy has been confirmed by history. He 
was a man of unblemished character and untiring energy. He 
was incessantly active, preaching, traveling, presiding over 
Synods, deciding perplexing questions about heathen customs 
and trivial ceremonies. He wrought no miracles, such as were 
usually expected from a missionary in those days. His disciple 
and biographer apologizes for this defect, and appeals as an off- 
set to the invisible cures of souls which he performed . 2 

The weak spot in his character is the bigotry and intolerance 
which he displayed in his controversy with the independent 
missionaries of the French and Scotch-Irish schools who had 
done the pioneer work before him. He reaped the fruits of their 
labors, and destroyed their further usefulness, which he might 
have secured by a liberal Christian policy. He hated every 
feature of individuality and national independence in matters of 
the church. To him true Christianity was identical with 
Romanism, and he made Germany as loyal to the Pope as was 
his native England. He served under four Popes, Gregory II., 
Gregory III., Zacharias, and Stephen, and they could not have 
had a more devoted and faithful agent. Those who labored with- 
out papal authority were to him dangerous hirelings, thieves and 
robbers who climbed up some other way. He denounced them 
as false prophets, seducers of the people, idolaters and adulterers 

1 In Migne, 1 p. 870. A German translation in Cruel, Oeaehichte der 
deuteehen Prtdigt «m Mittdolter (1879), p. 14. 

2 Otblo, Vita Bonif., c. 26 (Migne, l. e. fol. 664). 
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(because they were married and defended clerical marriage). 1 He 
encountered from them a most determined opposition, especially 
in Bavaria. In connection with his servile Romanism is his 
pedantic legalism and ceremonialism. His epistles and sermons 
show a considerable knowledge of the Bible, but also a contracted 
legalistic spirit. He has much to say about matters of outward 
conformity to Roman authority and usages and about small ques- 
tions of casuistry such as whether it was right to eat horse flesh, 
rabbits, storks, meat offered to idols, to marxy a widow after 
standing god-father to her son, how often the sign of the cross 
should be made in preaching. In his strength and his weak- 
ness, his loyalty to Rome, and in the importance of the work 
he accomplished, he resembled Augustin, the Roman apostle of 
his Anglo-Saxon ancestors. 

Boniface succeeded by indomitable perseverance, and his •work 
survived him. This must be his vindication. In judging of 
him we should remember that the controversy between him and 
his French and Scotch-Irish opponents was not a controversy 
between Catholicism and evangelical Protestantism (which was 
not yet bom), but between organized Catholicism or Romanism 
and independent Catholicism. Mediaeval Christianity was very 
weak, and required for its self-preservation a strong central power 
and legal discipline. It is doubtful whether in the barbarous 
condition of those times, and amid the commotions of almost 
constant civil wars, the independent and scattered labors of the 
anti-Roman missionaries could have survived as well and made 
as strong an impression upon the German nation as a consoli- 
dated Christianity with a common centre of unity and authority. 

1 The description he gives of their immorality must be taken with considerable 
deduction. In Ep. 49 to Pope Zacharias (A. D. 742) in Migne, l. c., p. 745, 
he speaks of deacons, priests and bishops hostile to Kome, as being guilty of 
habitual drunkenness, concubinage, and even polygamy. I will only quote 
what he says of the bishops •. “Et inveniuntur quidam inter eos episcopi, qn i, licet 
dicant sefornicarios vd advlteros non esse, sed sunt ebriosi, et injwwsi, v d venatores, 
et qui pugnamt in exercibu airmati, et effumdvnt propria menu sangmnem horntniun, 
the pagcmorum, rive ChrihwrnnmP 
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Roman unity 'was better than undisciplined independency, but it 
■was itself only a preparatory school for the self-governing free- 
dom of manhood. 

After Boniface had nearly completed his work, a political 
revolution took place in France which gave it outward support. 
Pepin, the major domus of the corrupt Merovingian dynasty, 
overthrew it with the aid of Pope Zacharias, who for his conquest 
of the troublesome Lombards rewarded him with the royal crown 
of France (753). Fifiy years afterwards this political alliance 
of France and Germany with the Italian papacy was completed 
by Charlemagne and Leo III., and lasted for many centuries. 
Rome had the enchantment of distance, the prestige of power 
and culture, and promised to furnish the strongest support to 
new and weak churches. Rome was also the connecting link 
between mediaeval and ancient civilization, and transmitted to 
the barbarian races the treasures of classical literature which in 
due time led to the revival of letters and to the Protestant Refor- 
mation. 


§ 26. The Pupils of Boniface. 

Willibald, Gregory of Utrecht, Sturm of Fulda. 

Boniface left behind him a number of devoted disciples who 
carried on his work. 

Among these we mention St. Willibald, the first bishop of 
Eichstadt. He was bom about A.D. 700 from a noble Anglo-Saxon 
family and a near relative of Boniface. In his early manhood 
he made a pilgrimage to Rome and to the Holy Land as far as 
Damascus, spent several years among the Benedictines in Monte 
Casino, met Boniface in Rome, joined him in Germany (A. D. 
740) and became bishop of Eichstadt in Bavaria in 742. He 
directed his attention chiefly to the founding of monasteries after 
the Benedictine rule. He called to his side his brother Wunne- 
bald, his sister Walpurgis, and other helpers from England. He 
died July 7, 781 or 787. He is considered by some as the author 
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of the biography of Boniface; but it was probably the work 
of another Willibald, a presbyter of Mainz. 

Gregory, Abbot of Utrecht, was related to the royal house of 
the Merovingians, educated at the court, converted in his fifteenth 
year by a sermon of Boniface, and accompanied him on his jour- 
neys. After the death of Boniface he superintended the mission 
among the Friesians, but declined the episcopal dignity. In his old 
age he became lame, and was carried by his pupils to wherever 
his presence was desired. He died in 781, seventy-three years old. 

Sturm, the first Abbot of Fulda (710 to Dec. 17, 779), was of 
a noble Bavarian family and educated by Boniface. With his 
approval he passed with two companions through the dense beech 
forests of Hesse in pursuit of a proper place for a monastery. 
Singing psalms, he rode on an ass, cutting a way through the 
thicket inhabited by wild beasts; at night after saying his 
prayers and making the sign of the cross he slept on the bare 
ground under the canopy of heaven till sunrise. He met no 
human being except a troupe of heathen slaves who bathed in 
the river Fulda, and afterwards a man with a horse who was 
well acquainted with the country. He found at last a suitable 
place, and took solemn possession of it in 744, after it was pre- 
sented to him for a monastery by Karloman at the request of 
Boniface, who joined him there with a large number of monks, 
and often resorted to this his favorite monastery. "In a vast 
solitude,” he wrote to Pope Zacharias in 751, “ among the tribes 
entrusted to my preaching, there is a place where I erected a 
convent and peopled it with monks who live according to the 
role of St. Benedict in strict abstinence, without flesh and wine, 
without intoxicating drink and slaves, earning their living with 
their own hands. This spot I have rightfully secured from 
pious men, especially from Karloman, the late prince of the 
Franks, and dedicated to the Saviour. There I will occasionally 
rest my weary limbs, and repose in death, continuing faithful to 
the Roman Church and to the people to which I was sent?” 1 

1 Condensed translation from Epixt. 75 in Migne, M. 778. 
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Fulda received special privileges from Pope Zacharias and his 
successors, 1 and became a centre of German Christianity and 
civilization from which proceeded the clearing of the forests, the 
cultivation of the soil, and the education of youths. The number 
of Benedictine monks was increased by large re-enforcements 
from Monte Casino, after an Italian journey of Sturm in 747. 
The later years of his life were disturbed by a controversy with 
Lullus of Mainz about the bones of Boniface after his martyrdom 
(755) and by cal umn iations of three monks who brought upon 
him the displeasure of King Pepin. He was, however, reinstated 
in his dignity and received the remains of his beloved teacher 
which repose in Fulda. Charlemagne employed him as mis- 
sionary among the Saxons. His bones were deposited in the 
convent church. Pope Innocent II. canonized him, A. D. 
1139. 1 

§ 27. The Conversion of the Saxons. Charlemagne and Alcuin. 
The Hdiand, and the Gospel-Harmony. 

Funk: Die TJhterwerfwng der Sachsen unter Earl dem Or. 1833. 

A. Schauma NN : Geschichte des niedersachs. Volkes. Gotting. 1889. 
Bottgeb : Die Einfuhrung des Ghristenthums in Sachsen. Hann. 1859. 
W. Giesebbecht ; Geschichte der deutschen Kaiserzeit, Vol. I. (1863), pp. 
110 sqq. 

Of all the German tribes the fierce and warlike Saxons were 
the last to accept the Christian religion. They differed in this 
respect very much from their kinsmen who had invaded and 
conquered England. But the means employed were also as 
different: rude force in one case, moral suasion in the other. 
The Saxons inhabited the districts of modem Hanover, Olden- 
burg, Brunswick, and Westphalia, which were covered with dense 
forests. They had driven the Franks beyond the Weser and the 
Rhine, and they were now driven back in turn by Charles Mar- 

1 See “Fulda und seine Privilegien” in JuL Harttong, Diplcmatisch-Mstorische 
Forschwngen, Gotha, 1879, pp. 193 sqq. 

* The chief source ie the VUa Sturmi by his pupil EigD, abbot of Fulda, 818 
to 822, in Mabillon, "Acta Samt. Ord. Bened” Saec. VlUL Tom. 242-259. 
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tel, Pepin, and Charlemagne. They hated the foreign yoke o 
the Franks, and far-off Rome; they hated the tithe which w t 
imposed upon them for the support of the church. They looke 
upon Christianity as the enemy of their wild liberty and inde 
pendenee. The first efforts of Ewald, Suidbert, and other mis 
sionaries were fruitless. Their conversion was at last brougl 
about by the sword from political as well as religious motive 
and was at first merely nominal, but resulted finally in a res 
change under the silent influence of the moral forces of the Chris 
tian religion. 

Charlemagne, who became master of the French kingdom i 
768, had the noble ambition to unite the German tribes in on 
great empire and one religion in filial communion with Rom< 
but he mistook the means. He employed material force, believin 
that people become Christians by water-baptism, though baptize 
against their wall. He thought that the Saxons, who were th 
most dangerous enemies of his kingdom, must be either subdue 
and christianized, or killed. He pursued the same policy tow 
ards them as the squatter sovereigns would have the Unite 
States government pursue towards the wild Indians in the West 
era. territories. Treaties were broken, and shocking crueltie 
were committed on both sides, by the Saxons from revenge an< 
for independence, by Christians for punishment in the name oi 
religion and civilization. Prominent among these atrocities i 
the massacre of four thousand five hundred captives at Verde 
in one day. As soon as the French army was gone, the Saxon 
destroyed the churches and murdered the priests, for which the; 
were in turn put to death. 

Their subjugation was a work of thirty-three years, from 77' 
to 805. Widukind (Wittekind) and Albio (Abbio), the tw 
most powerful Saxon chiefs, seeing the fruitlessness of the resist 
ance, submitted to baptism in 785, with Charlemagne as sponsor. 

1 ‘‘Jetzt war Sachsen besiegi,” says Giesebrecht (l. e., p. 117), “und mil BUm 
gaetssen warden das Christenthum vnd das Komgthum zugldch den Sachsen aufgt 
drmgen. MU Todessfrafen vntrde die Taufe erzmimgen, die hetdnisehen Qdrraoch 
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But the Saxons were not entirely defeated till 804, when 10,000 
families were driven from house and home and scattered in other 
provinces. Bloody laws prohibited the relapse into heathenism. 
The spirit of national independence was defeated, but not entirely 
crushed, and broke out seven centuries afterwards in another 
form against the Babylonian tyranny of Borne under the lead of 
the Saxon monk, Martin Luther. 

The war of Charlemagne against the Saxons was the first omi- 
nous example of a bloody crusade for the overthrow of heathenism 
and the extension of the church. It was a radical departure from 
the apostolic method, and diametrically opposed to the spirit of 
the gospel. This was felt even in that age by the more enlight- 
ened divines. Alcuin, who represents the English school of mis- 
sionaries, and who expresses in his letters great respect and 
admiration for Charlemagne, modestly protested, though without 
effect, against this wholesale conversion by force, and asked him 
rather to make peace with the "abominable ” people of the Sax- 
ons. He properly held that the heathen should first be instructed 
before they are required to be baptized and to pay tithes ; that 
water-baptism without faith was of no use; that baptism implies 
three visible things, namely, the priest, the body, and the water, 
and three invisible things, namely, the Spirit, the soul, and faith; 
that the Holy Spirit regenerates the soul by faith; that faith is a 
free act which cannot be enforced; that instruction, persuasion, 
love and self-denial are the only proper means for converting the 
heathen. 1 

bedroht; jede Verleizung dues christlichen Priesters t uurde, vrU der Aufru.hr gegen 
dm Koniy und der Ungehorsam gegen seine JBefehle, zu. einem todeswurdigen Ver- 
hreehen gestempeU.” 

1 Neauder III. 152 sqq. (Germ. ed. ; Toney’s transl. IIL 76). It seems to me, 
from looking over Alcuin’s numerous epistles to the emperor, he might have used 
his influence much more freely with his pupil. Merivale says (p. 131) : "Alcuin 
of York, exerted his influence upon those Northern missions from the centre of 
France, in which he had planted himself. The purity and simplicity of the 
English school of teachers contrasted favorably with the worldly character of 
the Frankish priesthood, and Charlemagne himself was impressed with the 
importance of intrusting the establishment of the Church throughout his North- 
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Charlemagne relaxed somewhat the severity of his laws or 
capitularies after the year 797. He founded eight bishoprics 
among the Saxons: Osnabruck, Munster, Minden, Paderbom, 
Verden, Bremen, Hildesheim, and Halberstadt. From these 
bishoprics and the parochial churches grouped around them, and 
from monasteries such as Fulda, proceeded those hi gW and 
nobler influences which acted on the mind and heart. 

The first monument of real Christianity among the Saxons is 
the “ Heliand ” (Heiland, i. e., Healer, Saviour) or a harmony 
of the Gospels. It is a religious epos strongly res emb ling the 
older work of the Anglo-Saxon Caedmon on the Passion and 
Resurrection. From this it no doubt derived its inspiration. 
For since Bonifacius there was a lively intercourse between the 
church of England and the church in Germany, and the language 
of the two countries was at that time essentially the same. In 
both works Christ appears as the youthful hero of the human 
race, the divine conqueror of the world and the devil, and the 
Christians as his faithful knights and warriors. The Heliand 
was composed in the ninth century by one or more poets whose 
language points to Westphalia as their home. The doctrine is 
free from the worship of saints, the glorification of Peter, and 
from ascetic excesses, but mixed somewhat with mythological 

ern conquests to these foreigners rather than to his own subjects. He appointed 
the Anglo-Saxon Willibrord to preside over the district of Estphalia, and Liud- 
ger, a Friesian by birth, but an Englishman by his training at York, to organize 
the church in Westphalia; while he left to the earlier foundation of Fulda, 
which had also received its first Christian traditions from the English Boniface 
and his pupil Sturm, the charge of Engem or Angaria. From the teaching of 
these strangers there sprang up a crop of Saxon priests and missionaries; from 
among the youths of noble family whom the conqueror had carried off from 
their homes as hostages, many were selected to be trained in the monasteries for 
the life of monks and preachers. Eventually the Abbey of Corbie, near Ami- 
ens, was founded by one of the Saxon converts, and became an important centre 
of Christian teaching. From hence sprang the daughter-foundation of the Hew 
Corbie, or Corby, on tbe banks of the Weser, in the diocese of Paderborn. This 
abbey received its charter from Louis le Debonnaire in 823, and became no less 
important an institution for the propagation of the faith in the north of Ger- 
many, than Fulda still continued to be in the centre, and St. Gall in the South.” 
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reminiscences. Vihnar calls it the only real Christian epos, and 
a wonderful creation of the German genius. 1 

A little later (about 870) Otfried, a Franconian, educated at 
Fulda and St. Gall, produced another poetic harmony of the 
Gospels, which is one of the chief monuments of old high Ger- 
man literature. It is a life of Christ from his birth to the ascen- 
sion, and ends with a description of the judgment. It consists 
of fifteen thousand rhymed lines in strophes of four lines. 

Thus the victory of Christianity in Germany as well as in 
England, was the beginning of poetry and literature, and of true 
civilization. 

The Christianization of North-Eastern Germany, among the 
Slavonic races, along the Baltic shores in Prussia, Livonia, and 
Courland, went on in the next period, chiefly through Bishop 
Otto of Bamberg, the apostle of Pomerania, and the Knights of 
the Teutonic order, and was completed in the twelfth and thir- 
teenth centuries. 


III. THE CONVERSION OF SCANDINAVIA. 

General Literature. 

I. Scandinavia before Christianity. 

The Eddas, edit. Bask (Copenhagen, 1818); A. Munch (Christiania, 
1847) ; Mobius (Leipzig, 1860). 

N. M. Petersen : JDanmarks Histone i Hedenold. Copenhagen, 1834-87, 
3 vols.; Ben Nordislce Mythologie, Copenhagen, 1889. 

N. P. S. Grttndtvig : Nordens Mythologie. Copenhagen, 1839. 

B. Thorpe: Northern Mythology. London, 1852, 8 vote. 

Rasmus B. Anderson : Norse Mythology; Myths of the Eddas systematised 
and interpreted. Chicago, 1875. 

II. The Christianization of Scandinavia. 

Claudius (Ernhjalm : Historia Sueonum Oothorumgue Ecclesice. Stock- 
holm, 1689, 4 vote. 

E. Pontoppidan: Anndes Eeeledoe Drnicce. Copenhagen, 1741. 

P. M&nter: j Kirchengeschichte von Danemark u/nd Norwegen. Copen- 
hagen and Leipzig, 1828-33, 8 vote. 

1 See Ed. Sievers, Hdiand. Halle, 1878. 
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H. ReuterdAhl : SvemJca hyrkans historia. Lund, 1883, 3 yols., first 
volume translated into German by E. T. Mayerhof, under the title: 
Leben Ansgars. 

Feed. JEelweg- : Den Danske Kirkes Histone. Copenhagen, 1862. 

A. Joegensen: Den nordiske Kirkes Grundlceggelse. Copenhagen, 1874. 
NeANDEE : Qeschichte der christlichen Kirohe, Vol. IV., pp. 1-150. 

§ 28. Scandinavian Heathenism . 

Wheaton: History of the Northmen. London, 1831. 

Deeping: Histoire des expeditions maritimes des Normands. Paris, 1843. 
2 vols. 

F. WoBSAAE: Account of the Danes in England, Ireland, and Scotland. 
London, 1852; The Danish Conquest of England and Normandy. 
London, 1863. These works are translated from the Danish. 

Scandinavia was inhabited by one of the wildest and fiercest, 
but also one of the strongest and most valiant branches of the 
Teutonic race, a people of robbers which grew into a people of 
conquerors. Speaking the same language — that which is still 
spoken in Iceland — and worshipping the same gods, they were 
split into a number of small kingdoms covering the present 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. Every spring, when the ice 
broke in the fjords, they launched their boats or skiffs, and 
swept, each swarm under the leadership of its own king, down 
upon the coasts of the neighboring countries. By the rivers 
they penetrated far into the countries, burning and destroying 
what they could not carry away with them. When autumn 
came, they returned home, loaded with spoil, and they spent the 
winter round the open hearth, devouring their prey. But in 
course of time, the swarms congregated and formed large armies, 
and the robber-campaigns became organized expeditions for 
conquest; kingdoms were founded in Russia, England, France, 
and Sicily. In their new homes, however, the Northern vikings 
soon forgot both their native language and their old gods, and 
became the strong bearers of new departures of civilization and 
the valiant knights of Christianity. 

In the Scandinavian mythology, there were not a few ideas 
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which the Christian missionary could use as connecting links. 
It was not absolutely necessary for him to begin with a mere 
negation; here, too, there was an "unknown God,” and many 
traits indicate that, during the eighth and ninth centuries, people 
throughout Scandinavia became more and more anxious to hear 
something about him. When a man died, he went to Walhall, 
if he had been brave, and to Niflheim, if he had been a coward. 
In Walhall he lived together with the gods, in great brightness 
and joy, fighting all the day, feasting all the night. In Niflheim 
ho sat alone, a shadow, surrounded with everything disgusting 
and degrading. But Walliall and Niflheim wore not to last 
forever. A deep darkness, Ragnarolcr, shall fall over the uni- 
verse; Walliall and Niflheim shall be destroyed by fire; the 
gods, the heroes, the shadows, shall perish. Then a now heaven 
and a new earth shall be created by the All-Father, and he shall 
judge men not according as they have been brave or cowardly, but 
according as they have been good or bad. From the Eddas them- 
selves, it appears that, throughout Scandinavian heathendom, 
there now and then arose characters who, though they would 
not cease to be brave, longed to be good. The representative of 
this goodness, this dim fore-shadowing of the Christian idea of 
holiness, was Baldur, the young god standing on the rainbow 
and watching the worlds, and he was also the link which held 
together the whole chain of the Walhall gods; when he died, 
Ragnarolcr came. 

A transition from the myth of Baldur to the gospel of Christ 
cannot have been very difficult to the Scandinavian imagination; 
and, indeed, it is apparent that the first ideas which the Scandi- 
navian heathens formed of the “White Christ” were influenced 
by their ideas of Baldur. It is a question, however, not yet set- 
tled, whether certain parts of the Scandinavian mythology, as, 
for instance, the above myths of Ragnarokr and Baldur, are 
not a reflex of Christian ideas; and it is quite probable that 
when the Scandinavians in the ninth century began to look 
at Christ under the image of Baldur, they had long before 
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unconsciously remodeled their idea of Baldur after the image of 
Christ. 

Another point, of considerable importance to the Christian 
missionary, was that, in Scandinavian heathendom, he had no 
priesthood to encounter. Scandinavian paganism never became 
an institution. There were temples, or at least altars, at Leire, 
near Boeskilde, in Den m ark; at Sigtuna, near Upsall, in Swe- 
den, and at Moere, near Drontheim, in Norway; and huge sacri- 
fices of ninety-nine horses, ninety-nine cocks, and ninety-nine 
slaves were offered up there every Juul-time. But every man 
was his own priest. At the time when Christianity first appeared 
in Scandinavia, the old religion was evidently losing its hold on 
the individuals, and for the very reason, that it had never suc- 
ceeded in laying hold on the nation. People continued to swear 
by the gods, and drink in their honor; but they ceased to pray 
to them. They continued to sacrifice before taking the field or 
after the victory, and to make the sign of the cross, meaning 
Thor’s hammer, over a child when it was named; but there 
was really nothing in their life, national or individual, public or 
private, which demanded religious consecration. As, on the one 
side, characters developed which actually went beyond the estab- 
lished religion, longing for something higher and deeper, it was, 
on the other side, still more frequent to meet with characters 
which passed by the established religion with utter indifference, 
believing in nothing but their own strength. 

The principal obstacle which Christianity had to encounter in 
Scandinavia was moral rather than religious. In his passions, 
the old Scandinavian was sometimes worse than a beast. Glut- 
tony and drunkenness he considered as accomplishments. But 
he was chaste. A dishonored woman was very seldom heard of, 
adultery never. In his energy, he was sometimes fiercer than a 
demon. He destroyed for the sake of destruction, and there 
were no indignities or cruelties which he would not inflict upon 
a vanquished enemy. But for his friend, his king, his wife, his 
child, he would sacrifice everything, even life itself; and he 
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would do it without a doubt, without a pang, in pure and noble 
enthusiasm. Such, however, as his morals were, they had abso- 
lute sway over him. The gods he could forget, but not his 
duties. The evil one, among gods and men, was he who saw 
the duty, but stole away from it. The highest spiritual power 
among the old Scandinavians, their only enthusiasm, was their 
feeling of duty; but the direction which had boon given to this 
feeling was so absolutely opposed to that pointed out by the 
Christian morality, that no reconciliation was possible. Revenge 
was the noblest sentiment and passion of man; forgiveness was 
a sin. The battle-field reeking with blood and fire was the 
highest beauty the earth could show; patient and peaceful labor 
was an abomination. It was quite natural, therefore, that the 
actual conflict between Christianity and Scandinavian paganism 
should take place in the field of morals. The pagans slew the 
missionaries, and burnt their schools and churches, not because 
they preached new gods, but because they “corrupted the morals 
of the people” (by averting them from their warlike pursuits), 
and when, after a contest of more than a century, it became 
apparent that Christianity would be victorious, the pagan heroes 
left the country in great swarms, as if they were flying from 
some awful plague. The first and hardest work which Chris- 
tianity had to do in Scandinavia was generally humanitarian 
rather than specifically religious. 

§ 29. The Christianization of Denmark. St. Ansgar. 

Ansgakius: Pigmenta, ed. Lappenberg. Hamburg, 1844. Vita WUe- 
hadi, in Pertz : MonvmntaTL.) and in Migne: Patrol. Tom. 118, pp. 
1014-1051. 

Rimbeettis : Vita Ansgarii, in Pertz: Mmummta II., and in Migne, l. o. 
pp. 961-1011. 

Adamus Bkemensis (d. 1076) : Gesta JSamenburgensit Heel, Pontifioum 
(embracing the history of the archbishopric of Hamburg, of Scandi- 
navia, Denmark, and Northwestern Germany, from 788-1072); 
reprinted in Pertz:- Monwnmta, VII. ; separate edition by Lappen- 
berg. Hanover, 1846. 

Laubent: Leben der Erzb. Antgar tend Simbert. 1856. 

A. Tafpehokn: Leben d. h. Ansgar. 1868. 
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G. Dehio: Oeschichte d. Erzb . Hamburg-Bremen. 1877. 

H. N. A. Jensen - : Srhleswig-JBolsteinische Kirchengesehickte, edit. A. Jj. 

J. Michelsen (1879). 

During the sixth and seventh centuries the Danes first came 
in contact with Christianity, partly through their commercial 
intercourse with Duerstede in Holland, partly through their per- 
petual raids on Ireland; and tales of the “White Christ” were 
frequently told among them, though probably with no other 
effect than that of wonder. The first Christian missionary who 
visited them and worked among them was Willebrord. Born 
in Northumbria and educated within the pale of the Keltic 
Kirk he went out, in 690, as a missionary to the Frises. Expel- 
led by them he came, about 700, to Denmark, was well received 
by king Yngrin (Ogendus), formed a congregation and bought 
thirty Danish boys, whom he educated in the Christian religion, 
and of whom one, Sigwald, is still remembered as the patron 
saint of Nuremberg, St. Sebaldus. But his work seems to have 
been of merely temporary effect. 

Soon, however, the tremendous activity which Charlemagne 
developed as a political organizer, was felt even on the Danish 
frontier. His realm touched the Eyder. Political relations 
sprang up between the Roman empire and Denmark, and they 
opened a freer and broader entrance to the Christian missionaries. 
In Essehoe, in Holstein, Charlemagne built a chapel for the use 
of the garrison ; in Hamburg he settled Heridock as the head of 
a Christian congregation; and from a passage in one of Alenin’s 
letters 1 it appears that a conversion of the Danes did not lie alto- 
gether outside of his plans. Under his successor, Lewis the 
Pious, Harald Klak, one of the many petty kings among whom 
Denmark was then divided, sought the emperor’s support and 
decision in a family feud, and Lewis sent archbishop Ebo of 
Rheims, celebrated both as a political negotiator and as a zeal- 
ous missionary, to Denmark. In 822 Ebo crossed the Eyder, 

1 Epist-lZ, in Mmimenta Alcwnima, Ed. Jajfe. 
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accompanied by bishop Halitgar of Cambray. In the following 
years he made several journeys to Denmark, preached, baptized, 
and established a station of the Danish mission at Celia Wellana, 
the present Welnau, near Essehoe. But he was loo much occu- 
pied with the internal affairs of the empire and the opportunity 
which now opened for the Danish mission, demanded the whole 
and undivided energy of a great man. In 826 Ilarald Klak was 
expelled and sought refuge with the emperor, Ebo acting as a 
mediator. At Ingelheim, near Mcntz, the king, the queen, their 
son and their whole retinue, were solemnly baptized, and when 
Harald shortly after returned to Denmark with support from 
the emperor, he was accompanied by that man who was destined 
to become the Apostle of the North, Ansgar. 

Ansgar was born about 800 (according to general acceptation 
Sept. 9, 801) in the diocese of Amiens, of Frankish parents, and 
educated in the abbey of Corbie, under the guidance of Adalhard. 
Pasehasius Radbertus was among his teachers. In 822 a mis- 
sionary colony was planted by Corbie in Westphalia, and the 
German monastery of Corwey or New Corwey was founded. 
Hither Ansgar was removed, as teacher in the new school, and 
he soon acquired great fame both on account of his powers as a 
preacher and on account of his ardent piety. When still a 
boy he had holy visions, and was deeply impressed with the 
vanity of all earthly greatness. The crown of the martyr seemed 
to him the highest grace which human life could attain, and he 
ardently prayed that it might he given to him. The proposition 
to follow king Harald as a missionary among the heathen Danes 
he immediately accepted, in spite of the remonstrances of his 
friends, and accompanied by Autbert he repaired, in 827, to 
Denmark, where he immediately established a missionary station 
at Hedeby, in the province of Schleswig. The task was difficult, 
but the beginning was not without success. Twelve young boys 
were bought to he educated as teachers, and not a few people were 
converted and baptized. His kindness to the poor, the sick, to 
all who were in distress, attracted attention; his fervor as a 
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preacher and teacher produced sympathy without, as yet, pro- 
voking resistance. But in 829 king Harald was again expelled 
and retired to Riustri, a possession on the mouth of the Weser, 
which the emperor had given to him as a fief. Ansgar was com- 
pelled to follow him and the prospects of the Danish miss ion 
became very dark, the more so as Autbert had to give up any 
further participation in the work on account of ill health, and 
return to New Corwey. At this time an invitation from the 
Swedish king, Bjorn, gave Ansgar an opportunity to visit Swe- 
den, and he stayed there till 831, when the establishment of an 
episcopal see at Hamburg, determined upon by the diet of Aix- 
le-chapelle in 831, promised to give the Danish mission a new 
impulse. All Scandinavia was laid under the new see, and Ans- 
gar was consecrated its first bishop by bishop Drago of Metz, a 
brother of the emperor, with the solemn assistance of three arch- 
bishops, Ebo of Rheims, Hetti of Treves and Obgar of Mentz. 
A bull of Gregory IV. 1 confirmed the whole arrangement, and 
Ansgar received personally the pallium from the hands of the 
Pope. In 834 the emperor endowed the see with the rich mon- 
astery of Thorout, in West Flanders, south of Bruges, and the 
work of the Danish mission could now be pushed with vigor. 
Enabled to treat with the petty kings of Denmark on terms of 
equality, and possessed of means to impress them with the import- 
ance of the cause, Ansgar made rapid progress, but, as was to be 
expected, the progress soon awakened opposition. In 834 a 
swarm of heathen Danes penetrated with a fleet of six hundred 
small vessels into the Elb under the command of king Horich I., 
and laid siege to Hamburg. The city was taken, sacked and 
burnt; the church which Ansgar had built, the monastery in 
which he lived, his library containing a copy of the Bible which 
the emperor had presented to him, etc., were destroyed and the 
Christians were driven away from the place. For many days 
Ansgar fled from hiding-place to hiding-place in imminent danger 
of his life. He sought refuge with the bishop of Bremen, but 
1 Mabillon : Act. Sanet. Bened. Ord. IV. 2, p. 124. 
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the bishop of Bremen was jealous, because Scandinavia had not 
been laid under his see, and refused to give any assistance. The 
revenues of Thorout he lost, as the emperor, Charles the Bald, 
gave the fief to one of his favorites. Even his own pupils 
deserted him. 

In this great emergency his character shone forth in all its 
strength and splendor; he bore what God laid upon him in 
silence and made no complaint. Meanwhile Lewis the German 
came to his support. In 846 the see of Bremen became vacant. 
The sec of Hamburg was then united to that of Bremen, and to 
this new sec, which Ansgar was called to fill, a papal bull of May 
31, 864, gave arehiepiscopal rank. Installed in Bremen, Ansgar 
immediately took up again the Danish mission and again with 
success. He won even king Horieh himself for the Christian 
cause, and obtained permission from him to build a church in 
Hedeby, the first Christian church in Denmark, dedicated to Our 
Lady. Under king Horich’s son this church was allowed to 
have bells, a particular horror to the heathens, and a new and 
larger church was commenced in Kibe. By Ansgar's activity 
Christianity became an established and acknowledged institution 
in Denmark, aud not only in Denmark but also in Sweden, which 
he visited once more, 848-850. 

The principal feature of his spiritual character was ascetic 
severity; ho wore a coarse hair-shirt close to the skin, fasted 
much and spent most of his time in prayer. But with this asceti- 
cism he connected a great deal of practical energy; he rebuked 
the idleness of the monks, demanded of his pupils that they 
should have some actual work at hand, and was often occupied 
in knitting, while praying. His enthusiasm and holy raptures 
were also singularly well-tempered by good common sense. 
To those who wished to extol his greatness and goodness by 
ascribing miracles to him, he said that the greatest miracle in 
his life would be, if God ever made a thoroughly pious man out 
of him. 1 Most prominent, however, among the spiritual features 

1 u Si dignus mem apvd Deum mmm, rogarem. quatmut untun m ihi conoec ieret 
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of his character shines forth his unwavering faith in the final 
success of his cause and the never-failing patience with which 
this faith fortified his soul. In spite of apparent failure he never 
gave up his work; overwhelmed with disaster, he still continued 
it. From his death-bed he "wrote a letter to king Lewis to recom- 
mend to him the Scandinavian mission. Other missionaries may 
have excelled him in sagacity and organizing talent, but none 
in heroic patience and humility. He died at Bremen, Feb. 3, 
865, and lies buried there in the church dedicated to him. He 
was canonized by Nicholas I. 

Ansgar’s successor in the archiepiscopal see of Hamburg- 
Bremen was his friend and biographer, Rimbert, 865-888. 
In his time all the petty kingdoms into which Denmark was 
divided, were gathered together under one sceptre by King 
Gorm the Old; but this event, in one respect very favorable to 
the rapid spread of Christianity, was in other respects a real 
obstacle to the Christian cause as it placed Denmark, politically, 
in opposition to Germany, which was the basis and only support 
of the Christian mission to Denmark. King Gorm himself was 
a grim heathen; but his queen, Thyra Danabod, had embraced 
Christianity, and both under Rimbert and his successor, Adal- 
gar, 888-909, the Christian missionaries were allowed to work 
undisturbed. A new church, the third in Denmark, was built 
at Aarhus. But under Adalgar’s successor, Unni, 909-936, 
King Gorm’s fury, half political and half religious, sud- 
denly burst forth. The churches were burnt, the missionaries 
were killed or expelled, and nothing but the decisive victory of 
Henry the Fowler, king of Germany, over the Danish king 
saved the Christians in Denmark from complete extermination. 
By the peace it was agreed that King Gorm should allow the 
preaching of Christianity in his realm, and Unni took up the 
cause again with great energy. Between Unni’s successor, 
Adaldag, 936-988, and King Harald Blue Tooth, a son of 

sitfmm, videlicet vt dementia gratia faeeret bemtm hcmvnmP Vita by Rimbert, 
c. 67 (Migne 118, p. 1008). 
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Gorm the Old, there grew up a relation which almost might 
be called a co-operation. Around the three churches in Jut- 
land: Schleswig, Ribe and Aarhus, and a fourth in Funen: 
Odense, bishoprics were formed, and Adaldag consecrated four 
native bishops. The church obtained right to accept and hold 
donations, and instances of very large endowments occurred. 

The war between King Harald and the German king, Otto II., 
arose from merely political causes, but led to the baptism of the 
former, and soon after the royal residence was moved from 
Leire, one of the chief centres of Scandinavian heathendom, to 
Roeskilde, where a Christian church was built. Among the 
Danes, however, there was a large parly which was very ill- 
pleased at this turn of affairs. They were heathens because 
heathenism was the only religion which suited their passions. 
They clung to Thor, not from conviction, but from pride. 
They looked down with indignation and dismay upon the trans- 
formation which Christianity everywhere effected both of the 
character and the life of the people. Finally they left the coun- 
try and settled under the leadership of Palnatoke, at the mouth 
of the Oder, where they founded a kind of republic, Jomsborg. 

From this place they waged a continuous war upon Christianity 
in Denmark for more than a decade, and with dreadful effect. 
The names of the martyrs would fill a whole volume, says Adam 
of Bremen. The church in Roeskilde was burnt The bishopric 
of Funen was abolished. The king’s own son, Swen, was one 
of the leaders, and the king himself was finally shot by Palna- 
toke, 991. Swen, however, soon fell out with the Joms vikings, 
and his invasion of England gave the warlike passions of the 
nation another direction. 

From the conquest of that country and its union with Den- 
mark, the Danish mission received a vigorous impulse. King 
Swen himself was converted, and showed great zeal for Chris- 
tianity. He rebuilt the church in Roeskilde, erected a new 
church at Lund, in Skaane, placed the sign of the cross on 
his coins, and exhorted, on his death-bed, his son Canute to 
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work for the Christianization of Denmark. The ardor of the 
Hambnrg-Bremen archbishops for the Danish mission seemed 
at this time to have cooled, or perhaps the growing difference 
between the language spoken to the north of the Eyder and that 
spoken to the south of that river made missionary work in Den- 
mark very difficult for a German preacher. Ansgar had not 
felt this difference; but two centuries later it had probably be- 
come necessary for the German missionary to learn a foreign 
language before entering on his work in Denmark. 

Between England and Denmark there existed no such difference 
of language. King Canute the Great, during whose reign (1019- 
1035) the conversion of Denmark was completed, could employ 
English priests and monks in Denmark without the least em- 
barrassment. He re-established the bishopric of Fiinen, and 
founded two new bishoprics in Sealand and Skaane; and these 
three sees were filled with Englishmen consecrated by the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. He invited a number of English monks 
to Denmark, and settled them partly as ecclesiastics at the 
churches, partly in small missionary stations, scattered all around 
in the country; and everywhere, in the style of the church- 
building and in the character of the service, the English influ- 
ence was predominating. This circumstance, however, did in 
no way affect the ecclesiastical relation between Denmark and 
the archiepiscopal see of Hamburg-Bremen. The authority of 
the archbishop, though not altogether unassailed, was neverthe- 
less generally submitted to with good grace, and until in the 
twelfth century an independent Scandinavian archbishopric was 
established at Lund, with the exception of the above cases, he 
always appointed and consecrated the Danish bishops. Also the 
relation to the Pope was very cordial. Canute made a pilgrim- 
age to Borne, and founded several HbspUia Danorum there. He 
refused, however, to permit the introduction of the Peter’s pence 
in Denmark, and the tribute which, up to the fourteenth cen- 
tury, was annually sent from that country to Borne, was con- 
sidered a voluntary gift. 
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The last part of Denmark which was converted was the island 
of Bornholm. It was christianized in 1060 by Bishop Egius 
of Lund. It is noticeable, however, that in Denmark Chris- 
tianity was not made a part of the law of the land, such as was 
the case in England and in Norway. 

§ 30. The Christianization of Sweden. 

Rimbertus : Vita Ansgarii, in Pertz: Monumenta II. 

Adamtjs Bremensis: Oesta Ham. Eccl. Pont., in Pertz: Monumenta VII. ; 

separate edition by Lappenberg. Hanover, 1846. 

Historia S. Sigfridi, in Seriptt. Her. Suee. Medii-cevi, T. II. 

Just when the expulsion of Harald Klak compelled Ansgar to 
give up the Danish mission, at least for the time being, an em- 
bassy was sent by the Swedish king, Bjorn, to the emperor, 
Lewis the Pious, asking him to send Christian missionaries to 
Sweden. Like the Danes, the Swedes had become acquainted 
with Christianity through their wars and commercial connections 
with foreign countries, and with many this acquaintance appears 
to have awakened an actual desire to become Christians. Ac- 
cordingly Ansgar went to Sweden in 829, accompanied by Wit- 
mar. While crossing the Baltic, the vessel was overtaken and 
plundered by pirates, and he arrived empty handed, not to 
say destitute, at Bjorko or Birka, the residence of King Bjorn, 
situated on an island in the Mselarn. Although poverty and 
misery were very poor introduction to a heathen king in ancient 
Scandinavia, he was well received by the king; and in Hergeir, 
one of the most prominent, uien at the court of Birka, he found 
a warm and reliable friend. Hergeir built the first Christian 
chapel in Sweden, and during his whole life he proved an un- 
failing and powerful support of the Christian cause. After two 
years’ successful labor, Ansgar returned to Germany; but he 
did not forget the work begun. As soon as he was well estab- 
lished as bishop in Hamburg, he sent, in 834, Gautbert, a 
nephew of Ebo, to Sweden, accompanied by Nithard and a 
number of other Christian priests, and well provided with every- 
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thing necessary for the work. Gautbert labored with great suc- 
cess. In Birka he built a church, and thus it became possible 
for the Christians, scattered all over Sweden, to celebrate service 
and partake of the Lord’s Supper in their own country without 
going to Duerstede or some other foreign place. But here, as 
in Denmark, the success of the Christian mission aroused the 
jealousy and hatred of the heathen, and, at last, even Hergeir 
was not able to keep them within bounds. An infuriated swarm 
broke into the house of Gautbert. The house was plundered; 
Nithard was murdered; the church was burnt, and Gautbert 
himself was sent in chains beyond the frontier. He never re- 
turned to Sweden, but died as bishop of Osnabriick, shortly 
before Ansgar. When Ansgar first heard of the outbreak in 
Sweden, he was himself flying before the fury of the Danish 
heathen, and for several years he was unable to do anything 
for the Swedish mission. Ardgar, a former hermit, now a priest, 
went to Sweden, and in Birka he found that Hergeir had suc- 
ceeded in keeping together and defending the Christian congre- 
gation; but Hergeir died shortly after, and with him fell the 
last defence against the attacks of the heathen and barbarians. 

Meanwhile Ansgar had been established in the archiepiscopal 
sec of Hamburg-Bremen. In 848, he determined to go him- 
self to Sweden. The costly presents he gave to king Olaf, the 
urgent letters he brought from the emperor, and the king of Den- 
mark, the magnificence and solemnity of the appearance of the 
mission made a deep impression. The king promised that the 
question should be laid before the assembled people, whether or 
not they would allow Christianity to be preached again in the 
country. In the assembly it was the address of an old Swede, 
proving that the god of the Christians was stronger even than 
Thor, and that it was poor policy for a nation not to have the 
strongest god, which finally turned the scales, and once more 
the Christian missionaries were allowed to preach undisturbed 
in the country. Before Ansgar left, in 850, the church was rebuilt 
in Birka, and, for a number of years, the missionary labor was 
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continued with great zeal by Erimbert, a nephew of Gautbert, 
by Ansfrid, bom a Dane, and by Rimbert, also a Dane. 

Nevertheless, although the persecutions ceased, Christianity 
made little progress, and when, in 935, Archbishop Unni himself 
visited Birka, his principal labor consisted in bringing back to 
the Christian fold such members as had strayed away among 
the heathen, and forgotten their faith. Half a century later, 
however, during the reign of Olaf Skotkonge, the mission re- 
ceived a vigorous impulse. The king himself and his sons were 
won for the Christian cause, and from Denmark a number of 
English missionaries entered the country. The most prominent 
among these was Sigfrid, who has been mentioned beside Ans- 
gar as the apostle of the North. By his exertions many were 
converted, and Christianity became a legally recognized religion 
in the country beside the old heathenism. In the Southern part 
of Sweden, heathen sacrifices ceased, and heathen altars disap- 
peared. In the Northern part, however, the old faith still con- 
tinued to live on, partly because it was difficult for the mission- 
aries to penetrate into those wild and forbidding regions, partly 
because there existed a difference of tribe between the Northern 
and Southern Swedes, which again gave rise to political differ- 
ences. 

The Christianization of Sweden was not completed until the 
middle of the twelfth century. 

§ 31. The Christianization of Norway and Iceland. 

Snobre Sturlesoh (d. 1241) : Heimshnngla (i. e. Circle of Home, writ- 
ten first in Icelandic), seu Historic Regum Sep tmtrwnatium, etc. 
Stockholm, 1697, 2 vols. The same in Icelandic, Danish, and Latin. 
Ha vn., 1777-1826; in German by Mohnike, 1885; in English, transl. 
by Sam. Laing. London, 1844, 3 vols. This history of the Norwe- 
gian kings reaches from the mythological age to A.D. 1177. 

N. P. Sibbebn: Bibliotheca Mstorica Dano-Nonegica. Hamburg, 1716. 

Fornmanna-Sogw seu Scripta Hist Islandorum. Hafnite, 1828. 

K. Maurer: Behehrung des Norwegischen Stammes mm Ohristenthum. 
Munchen, 1855-56, 2 vols. 

Thomas Carlyle : Early Rings of Norway. London and N. York, 1875. 
G. F. Macleab : The Conversion of the Northmen. London, 1879. 
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Christianity was introduced in Norway almost exclusively by 
the exertions of the kings, and the means employed were chiefly 
violence and tricks. The people accepted Christianity not because 
they had become acquainted with it and felt a craving for it, but 
because they were compelled to accept it, and the result was that 
heathen customs and heathen Ideas lived on in Christian Norway 
for centuries after they had disappeared from the rest of Scandi- 
navia. 

The first attempt to introduce Christianity in the country 
was made in the middle of the tenth century by Hakon the Good. 
Norway was gathered into one state in the latter part of the ninth 
century by Harald Haarfagr, but internal wars broke out again 
under Harald’s son and successor, Eric. These troubles in- 
duced Hakon, an illegitimate son of Harald Haarfagr and edu- 
cated in England at the court of king Athelstan, to return to 
Norway and lay claim to the crown. He succeeded in gaining 
a party in his favor, expelled Eric and conquered all Norway, 
where he soon became exceedingly popular, partly on account of 
his valor and military ability, partly also on account of the refine- 
ment and suavity of his manners. Hakon was a Christian, and 
the Christianization of Norway seems to have been his highest 
goal from the very first days of his reign. But he was prudent. 
Without attracting any great attention to the matter, he won over 
to Christianity a number of those who stood nearest to him, 
called Christian priests from England, and built a church at 
Drontheim. Meanwhile he began to think that the time had come 
for a more public and more decisive step, and at the great Frost- 
ething, where all the most prominent men of the country were 
assembled, he addressed the people on the matter and exhorted 
them to become Christians. The answer he received was very 
characteristic. They had no objection to Christianity itself, for 
they did not know what it meant, but they suspected the king’s 
proposition, as if it were a political stratagem by means of which 
he intended to defraud them of their political rights and liber- 
ties. Thus they not only refused to become Christians them- 
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selves, but even compelled the king to partake in their heathen 
festivals and offer sacrifices to their heathen gods. The king was 
very indignant and determined to take revenge, but just as he 
had got an army together, the sons of the expelled Eric landed 
in Norway and in the battle against them, 961, he received a 
deadly wound. 

The sons of Eric, who had lived in England during their 
exile, were likewise Christians, and they took up the cause 
of Christianity in a very high-handed manner, overthrowing 
the heathen altars and forbidding sacrifices. But the impres- 
sion they made was merely odious, and their successor, Hakon 
Jarl, was a rank heathen. The first time Christianity really 
gained a footing in Norway, was under Olaf Trygveson. De- 
scended from Harald Haarfagr, but sold, while a child, as a slave 
in Esthonia, he was ransomed by a relative who incidentally met 
him and recognized his own kin in the beauty of the boy, and 
was educated at Moscow. Afterwards he roved about much in 
Denmark, Wendland, England and Ireland, living as a sea- 
king. In England he became acquainted with Christianity and 
immediately embraced it, but he carried his viking-nature almost 
unchanged over into Christianity, and a fiercer knight of the 
cross was probably never seen. Invited to Norway by a party 
which had grown impatient of the tyranny of Hakon Jarl, he easily 
made himself master of the country, in 995, and immediately 
set about making Christianity its religion, “ punishing severely,” 
as Snorre says, “all who opposed him, killing some, mutilating 
others, and driving the rest into banishment.” In the Southern 
part there still lingered a remembrance of Christianity from the 
days of Hakon the Good, and things went on here somewhat 
more smoothly, though Olaf more than once gave the people 
assembled in council with him the choice between fighting him 
or accepting baptism forthwith. But in the Northern part 
all the craft and all the energy of the king were needed in order 
to overcome the opposition. Once, at a great heathen festival at 
Moere, he told the assembled people that, if he should return to 
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the heathen gods it would be necessary for him to make some 
great and awful sacrifice, and accordingly he seized twelve of the 
most prominent men present and prepared to sacrifice them to 
Thor. They were rescued, however, when the whole assembly 
accepted Christianity and were baptized. In the year 1000, he 
fell in a battle against the united Danish and Swedish kings, but 
though he reigned only five years, he nevertheless succeeded in 
establishing Christianity as the religion of Norway and, what is 
still more remarkable, no general relapse into heathenism seems to 
have taken place after his death. 

During the reign of Olaf the Saint, who ruled from A. D. 
1014-’30, the Christianization of the country was completed. 
His task it was to uproot heathenism wherever it was still found 
lurking, and to give the Christian religion an ecclesiastical orga- 
nization. Like his predecessors, he used craft and violence to 
reach his goal. Heathen idols and altars disappeared, heathen 
customs and festivals were suppressed, the civil laws were brought 
into conformity with the rules of Christian morals. The country 
was divided into dioceses and parishes, churches were built, and 
regular revenues were raised for the sustenance of the clergy. 
For the most part he employed English monks and priests, but 
with the consent of the archbishop of Hamburg-Bremen, under 
whose authority he placed the Norwegian church. After his 
death, in the battle of Stiklestad, July 29, 1030, he was canonized 
and became the patron saint of Norway. 

To Norway belonged, at that time, Iceland. From Icelandic 
tradition as well as from the “ De Mensura Orbis ” by Dicuilus, 
an Irish monk in the beginning of the ninth century, it ap- 
pears that Culdee anchorites used to retire to Iceland as early 
as the beginning of the eighth century, while the island was st il l 
uninhab ited. These anchorites, however, seem to have had no 
influence whatever on the Norwegian settlers who, flying from 
the tyranny of Harald Haarfagr, came to Iceland in the latter 
part of the ninth century and began to people the country. The 
new-comers were heathen, and they looked with amazement at 
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Auda the Rich, the widow of Olaf the White, king of Dublin, 
who in 892 took up her abode in Iceland and reared a lofty cross 
in front of her house. But the Icelanders were great travellers, 
and one of them, Thorvald Kodranson, who in Saxony had 
embraced Christianity, brought bishop Frederic home to Iceland. 
Frederic stayed there for four years, and his preaching found 
easy access among the people. The mission of Thangbrand in 
the latter part of the tenth century failed, but when Norway, or 
at least the Norwegian coast, became Christian, the intimate 
relation between Iceland and Norway soon brought the germs 
which Frederic had planted, into rapid growth, and in the year 
1000 the Icelandic Althing declared Christianity to be the 
established religion of the country. The first church was built 
shortly after from timber sent by Olaf the Saint from Norway 
to the treeless island. 


IV. THE CHRISTIANIZATION OF THE SLAVS. 

§ 32. General Survey. 

A- REGENYOiscruB: Systema histchronol. JEcclesiarum Slavonic. Traj. 
ad Rhen., 1652. 

A. Wengoerscius: Hist, ecclesiast. JEcclesiarum Slavonic. Amst., 1689. 
Kohuoos : Introductio in Hist. Slavorum imprimis sacram. Altona, 1704. 
J. Ch. Jobdajst: Origines Slavicce. Vindob., 1745. 

S. DE BOHTJSZ: Becherches hist, sur l’ origins des Sarmates, dec Esclavons, 
et des Slaves, et sur lea epoques de la conversion de ces peoples. St. 
Petersburg and London, 1812. 

P. J- Schafabik: Slavische Alterthumer. Leipzig, 1844, 2 vols. 
Hobvat: Urgeschichte der Sloven. Pest, 1844. 

W. A. Macdejowsky: Essai hist, sur Veglise ehrtt. primitive de deux rites 
ekes les Slaves. Translated from Polish, into French by L. F. Sauvet, 
Paris, 1846. 

At what time the Slavs first made their appearance in Europe 
is not known. Latin and Greek writers of the second half 
of the sixth century, such as Procopius, Jomandes, Agathias, 
the emperor Mauritius and others, knew only those Slavs who 
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lived along the frontiers of die Roman empire. In the era of 
Charlemagne the Slavs occupied the whole of Eastern Europe 
from the Baltic to the Balkan ; the Obotrites and Wends be- 
tween the Elbe and the Vistula; the Poles around the Vistula, 
and behind them the Russians; the Czechs in Bohemia. Fur- 
ther to the South the compact mass of Slavs was split by the in- 
vasion of various Finnish or Turanian tribes; the Huns in the 
fifth century, the Avars in the sixth, the Bulgarians in the 
seventh, the Magyars in the ninth. The Avars penetrated to 
the Adriatic, but were thrown back in 640 by the Bulgarians; 
they then settled in Panonia, were subdued and converted by 
Charlemagne, 791-796, and disappeared altogether from history 
in the ninth century. The Bulgarians adopted the Slavic lan- 
guage and became Slavs, not only in language, but also in cus- 
toms and habits. Only the Magyars, who settled around the 
Theiss and the Danube, and are the ruling race in Hungary, 
vindicated themselves as a distinct nationality. 

The great mass of Slavs had no common political organization, 
but formed a number of kingdoms, which flourished, some for 
a shorter, and others for a longer period, such as Moravia, Bul- 
garia, Bohemia, Poland, and Russia. In a religious respect also 
great differences existed among them. They were agricultu- 
rists, and their gods were representatives of natural forces; but 
while Radigost and Sviatovit, worshipped by the Obotrites and 
Wends, were cruel gods, in whose temples, especially at Aroona 
in the island of Rugen, human beings were sacrificed, Svarog 
worshipped by the Poles, and Dazhbog, worshipped by the 
Bohemians, were mild gods, who demanded love and prayer. 
Common to all Slavs, however, was a very elaborate belief in 
fairies and trolls; and polygamy, sometimes connected with sufc- 
teeism, widely prevailed among them. Their conversion was 
attempted both by Constantinople and by Rome; but the cha- 
otic and ever-shifting political conditions under which they lived, 
the rising difference and jealousy between the Eastern and West- 
ern churches, and the great difficulty which the missionaries 
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experienced in learning their language, presented formidable 
obstacles, and at the close of the period the work was not yet 
completed. 

§ 33. Christian Missions among the Wends. 

At>am of Bremen (d. 1067) : Gesta Edmmenb. ( JSimburgensis ) East. Pont., 
in Ports : Monumenta Germ., VIZ 

Helmoldtjs (d. 1147) and Arnoldtjs Ltjbecensis: Chronicon Slavorum 
give Annates Slavorum, from Charlemagne to 1170, ed. H. Bangert. 
Lubecse, 1659. German translation by Laurent. Berlin, 1852. 
Spieker : Kirchengeschichte der Mark Brandenburg. Berlin, 1889. 
WlGGERS: Kirchengeschichte Mecklmburgs. Paxchim, 1840. 
Geesebeecht : Wendische Geschichten. Berlin, 1843. 

Charlemagne was the first who attempted to introduce Chris- 
tianity among the Slavic tribes which, under the collective name 
of Wends, occupied the Northern part of Germany, along the 
coast of the Baltic, from the mouth of the Elbe to the Vistula: 
Wagrians in Holstein, Obotrites in Mecklenburg, Sorbians on 
the Saxon boundary, Wilzians in Brandenburg, do. But in the 
hands of Charlemagne, the Christian mission was a political 
weapon; and to the Slavs, acceptation of Christianity became 
synonymous with political and national subjugation. Hence 
their fury against Christianity which, time after time, broke 
forth, volcano-like, and completely destroyed the work of the 
missionaries. The decisive victories which Otto I. gained over 
the Wends, gave him an opportunity to attempt, on a large scale, 
the establishment of the Christian church among them. Episcopal 
sees were founded at Havelberg in 946, at Altenburg or Olden- 
burg in 948, at Meissen, Merseburg, and Zeitz in 968, and in 
the last year an archiepiscopal see was founded ai Magdeburg. 
Boso, a monk from St. Emmeran, at Regensburg, who first had 
translated the formulas of the liturgy into the language of the 
natives, became bishop of Merseburg, and Adalbert, who first 
had-preached Christianity in the island of Rugen, became arch- 
bishop. 

Bat again the Christian church was used as a means for poll- 
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tical purposes, and, in the reign of Otto II., a fearful rising 
took place among the Wends under the leadership of Prince 
Mistiwoi. He had become a Christian himself ; but, indignant 
at the suppression which was practiced in the name of the Chris- 
tian religion, he returned to heathenism, assembled the tribes at 
Rethre, one of the chief centres of Wendish heathendom, and 
began, in 983, a war which spread devastation all over Northern 
Germany. The churches and monasteries were burnt, and the 
Christian priests were expelled. Afterwards Mistiwoi was 
seized with remorse, and tried to cure the evil he had done in 
an outburst of passion. But then his subjects abandoned him ; 
he left the country, and spent the last days of his life in a Chris- 
tian monastery at Bardewick. His grandson, Gottschalk, whose 
Slavic name is unknown, was educated in the Christian faith in 
the monastery of St. Michael, near Liineburg; but when he 
heard that his father, Uto, had been murdered, 1032, the old 
heathen instincts of revenge at once awakened within him. He 
left the monastery, abandoned Christianity, and raised a storm 
of persecution against the Christians, which swept over all Bran- 
denburg, Mecklenburg, and Holstein. Defeated and taken 
prisoner by Bernard of Lower Saxony, he returned to Chris- 
tianity; lived afterwards at the court of Canute the Great in 
Denmark and England; married a Danish princess, and was 
made ruler of the Obotrites. A great warrior, he conquered 
Holstein and Pommerania, and formed a powerful Wendish 
empire; and on this solid political foundation, he attempted, 
with considerable success, to build up the Christian church. 
The old bishoprics were re-established, and new ones were 
founded at Razzcburg and Mecklenburg ; monasteries were built 
at Leuzen, Oldenburg, Razzeburg, Lubeck, and Mecklenburg; 
missionaries were provided by Adalbert, archbishop of Ham- 
burg-Bremen ; the liturgy was translated into the native tongue, 
and revenues were raised for the support of the clergy, the 
churches, and the service. 

: But, as might have been expected, the deeper Christianity 
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penetrated into the mass of the people, the fiercer became the 
resistance of the heathen. Gottschalk -was murdered at Lentz, 
June 7, 1066, together with his old teacher, Abbot Uppo, and a 
general rising now took place. The churches and schools were 
destroyed ; the priests and monks were stoned or killed as sacri- 
fices on the heathen altars; and Christianity was literally swept 
out of the country. It took several decades before a new begin- 
ning could be made, and the final Christianization of the Wends 
was not achieved until the middle of the twelfth century. 

§ 34. CyriEus and Methodius, the Apostles of the Slavs. Chris- 
tianization of Moravia, Bohemia and Poland. 

F. M. Pelzel et J. Dobkowsky : Berrum Bohemic. Scriptores. Prague. 
Fbiese : Kirchaigesehiehte d. Konigreichs Polen. Breslau, 1786. 

Fkanz. Palacky: GeschicMe von Bohmen. Prague, 3d ed., 1864 sqq., 5 
vols. (down to 1520). 

Wattenbach : Geschichte d. christt. Exrche in Bohmen und Mahren. 
Wien, 1849. 

A. Fexud : Die Birchengesch. Bohmens. Prague, 1863 sqq. 

Biographies of Cykilltjs and Methodius, by J. Dobkowsky (Prague, 
1823, and 1826) ; J. A. Gtstzel ( Geschichte der Slawenapostel und 
der Slawischen Liturgie. Leitmeritz, 1857) ; Philaket (in the Rus- 
sian, German translation, Mitau, 1847) ; J. E. Biley (Prague, 1863) ; 
Dummlek and F. Milkosisch (Wien, 1870). 

The Moravian Slavs were subjugated by Charlemagne, and 
the bishop of Passau was charged with the establishment of a 
Christian mission among them. Moymir, their chief, was con- 
verted and bishoprics were founded at Olmutz and Nitra. But 
Lewis the German suspected Moymir of striving after indepen- 
dence and supplanted him by Rastislaw or Radislaw. Rastis- 
law, however, accomplished what Moymir had only been sus- 
pected of. He formed an independent Moravian kingdom and 
defeated Lewis the German, and with the political he also broke 
the ecclesiastical connections with Germany, requesting the Byzan- 
tine emperor, Michael III., to send him some Greek miflaionarioa . 
Cyrix.IiTJS and Methodius became the apostles of the Slavs. 
Cyrillus, whose original name was Constantinus, was bom at 
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Thessalonica, in the first half of the ninth century, and studied 
philosophy in Constantinople, whence his by-name: the philo- 
sopher. Afterwards he devoted himself to the study of theology, 
and went to live, together with his brother Methodius, in a 
monastery. A strong ascetic, he became a zealous missionary. 
In 860 he visited the Chazares, a Tartar tribe settled on the 
North-Eastern shore of the Black Sea, and planted a Christian 
church there. He afterward labored among the Bulgarians and 
finally went, in company with his brother, to Moravia, on the 
invitation of Rastislaw, in 863. 

Cyrillus understood the Slavic language, and succeeded in 
making it available for literary purposes by inventing a suitable 
alphabet. He used Greek letters, with some Arm enian and 
Hebrew, and some original letters. His Slavonic alphabet is 
still used with alterations in Russia, Wallachia, Moldavia, Bul- 
garia, and Servia. He translated the liturgy and the pericopes 
into Slavic, and his ability to preach and celebrate service in 
the native language soon brought hundreds of converts into 
his fold. A national Slavic church rapidly arose; the German 
priests with the Latin liturgy left the country. It corres- 
ponded well with the political plans of Rastislaw, to have a 
church establishment entirely independent of the German prelates, 
but in the difference which now developed between the Eastern 
and Western churches, it was quite natural for the young Slavic 
church to connect itself with Rome and not with Constantinople, 
partly because Cyrillus always had shown a kind of partiality to 
Rome, partly because the prudence and discrimination with which 
Pope Nicholas I. recently had interfered in the Bulgarian church, 
must have made a good impression. 

In 868 Cyrillus and Methodius went to Rome, and a perfect 
agreement was arrived at between them and Pope Adrian II., 
both with respect to the use of the Slavic language in religious 
service and with respect to the independent position of the Slavic 
church, subject only to the authority of the Pope. Cyrillus 
died in Rome, Feb. 14, 869, but Methodius returned to Mo* 
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ravia, having been consecrated archbishop of the Pannonian 
diocese. 

The organization of this new diocese of Pannonia was, to some 
extent, an encroachment on the dioceses of Passau and Salzburg, 
and such an encroachment must have been so much the more 
irritating to the German prelates, as they really had been the first 
to sow the seed of Christianity among the Slavs. The growing 
difference between the Eastern and Western churches also had 
its effect The German clergy considered the use of the Slavic 
language in the mas s an unwarranted innovation, and the Greek 
doctrine of the single procession of the Holy Spirit, still ad- 
hered to by Methodius and the Slavic church, they considered 
as a heresy. Their attacks, however, had at first no practical 
consequences, but when Rastislaw was succeeded in 870 by Swa- 
topluk, and Adrian II. in 872 by John YIII., the position of 
Methodius became difficult. Once more, in 879, he was sum- 
moned to Rome, and although, this time too, a perfect agreement 
was arrived at, by which the independence of the Slavic church 
was confirmed, and all her natural peculiarities were acknow- 
ledged, neither the energy of Methodius, nor the support of the 
Pope was able to defend her against the attacks which now were 
made upon her both from without and from within. Swatopluk 
inclined towards the German-Roman views, and Wichin one of 
Methodius’s bishops, became their powerful champion. 

After the death of Swatopluk, the Moravian kingdom fell to 
pieces and was divided between the Germans, the Czechs of Bohe- 
mia, and the Magyars of Hungary; and thereby the Slavic church 
lost, so to speak, its very foundation. Methodius died between 
881 and 910. At the opening of the tenth century the Slavic 
church had entirely lost its national character. The Slavic priests 
were expelled and the Slavic liturgy abolished, German priests 
and the Latin liturgy taking their place. The expelled priests 
fled to Bulgaria, whither they brought the Slavic <Ta.nsla*innq of 
the Bible and the liturgy. 

Neither Charlemagne nor Lewis the Pious succeeded in subju- 
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gating Bohemia, and although the country was added to the dio- 
cese of Regensburg, the inhabitants remained pagans. But when 
Bohemia became a dependency of the Moravian empire and Swa- 
topluk married a daughter of the Bohemian duke, Borziwai, a 
door was opened to Christianity. Borziwai and his wife, Lud- 
milla, were baptized, and their children were educated in the 
Christian faith. Nevertheless, when W ratislav, Borziwai’s son 
and successor, died in 925, a violent reaction took place. He 
left two sons, Wenzeslav and Boleslav, who were placed under 
the tutelage of their grandmother, Ludmilla. But their mother, 
Drabomira, was an inveterate heathen, and she caused the mur- 
der first of Ludmilla, and then of Wenzeslav, 938. Boleslav, 
surnamed the Cruel, had his mother’s nature and also her faith, 
and he almost succeeded in sweeping Christianity out of Bohemia. 
But in 950 he was utterly defeated by the emperor, Otto I., and 
compelled not only to admit the Christian priests into the country, 
but also to rebuild the churches which had been destroyed, and 
this misfortune seems actually to have changed his mind. He 
now became, if not friendly, at least forbearing to his Christian 
subjects, and, during the reign of his son and successor, Boleslav 
the Mild, the Christian Church progressed so far in Bohemia 
that an independent archbishopric was founded in Prague. The 
mass of the people, however, still remained barbarous, and hea- 
thenish customs and ideas lingered among them for more than a 
century. Adalbert, archbishop of Prague, from 983 to 997, 1 
preached against polygamy, the trade in Christian slaves, chiefly 
carried on by the Jews, but in vain. Twice he left his see, 
disgusted and discouraged; finally he was martyred by the Prus- 
sian Wends. Not until 1038 archbishop Severus succeeded in 
enforcing laws concerning marriage, the celebration of the Lord’s 
Day, and other points of Christian morals. About the contest 
between the Romano-Slavic and the Romano-Germanic churches 
in Bohemia, nothing is known. Legend tells that Methodius 

1 Passio S. AddCberti, in Seriptores Rerum Pruaaicarwn I., and VitaS. Adalbert i 
in Monumenta German. IV. 
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himself baptized Borziwai and Ludmilla, and the first missionary 
work was, no doubt, done by Slavic priests, but at the time of 
Adalbert the Ge rmanic tendency was prevailing. 

Also among the Poles the Gospel was first preached by Slavic 
missionaries, and Cyrillus and Methodius are celebrated in the 
Polish liturgy 1 as the apostles of the country. As the Moravian 
empire under Rastislaw comprised vast regions which afterward 
belonged to the kingdom of Poland, it is only natural that the 
movement started by. Cyrillus and Methodius should have reached 
also these regions, and the name of at least one Slavic missionary 
among the Poles, Wiznaeh, is known to history. 

After the breaking up of the Moravian kingdom, Moravian 
nobles and priests sought refuge in Poland, and during the reign 
of duke Semovit Christianity had become so powerful among the 
Poles, that it began to excite the jealousy of the pagans, and a 
violent contest took place. By the marriage between Duke 
Mieczyslav and the Bohemian princess Dombrowka, a sister of 
Boleslav the Mild, the influence of Christianity became still 
stronger. Dombrowka brought a number of Bohemian priests 
with her to Poland, 965, and in the following year Mieczyslav 
himself was converted and baptized. With characteristic arro- 
gance he simply demanded that all his subjects should follow his 
example, and the pagan idols were now burnt or thrown into the 
river, pagan sacrifices were forbidden and severely punished, and 
Christian churches were built. So far the introduction of Chris- 
tianity among the Poles was entirely due to Slavic influences, 
but at this time the dose political connection between Duke 
Mieczyslav and Otto I. opened the way for a powerful German 
influence. Mieczyslav borrowed the whole organization of the 
Polish church from Germany. It was on the advice of Otto I. 
that he founded the first Polish bishopric at Posen and placed it 
under die authority of the archbishop of Magdeburg. German 
priests, representing Roman doctrines and rites, and using the 

1 Missale proprmm regum Polonies, Venefc, 1629 ; Officio, propria paironorum 
regni Polonies, Antwerp, 1627. 
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Latin language, began to work beside the Slavic priests who rep- 
resented Greek doctrines and rites and used the native language, 
and when finally the Polish church was placed wholly under the 
authority of Rome, this was not due to any spontaneous move- 
ment within the church itself, such as Polish chroniclers like to 
represent it, but to the influence of the German emperor and the 
German church. Under Mieezyslav’s son, Boleslav Chrobry, the 
first king of Poland and one of the most brilliant heroes of Polish 
history, Poland, although christianized only on the surface, became 
itself the basis for missionary labor among other Slavic tribes. 

It was Boleslav who sent Adalbert of Prague among the 
Wends, and when Adalbert here was pitifully martyred, Boles- 
lav ransomed his remains, had them buried at Gnesen (whence 
they afterwards were carried to Prague), and founded here an 
archiepiscopal see, around which the Polish church was finally 
consolidated. The Christian mission, however, was in the hands 
of Boleslav, just as it often had been in the hands of the German 
emperors, and sometimes even in the hands of the Pope himself, 
nothing but a political weapon. The mass of the population of 
his own realm was still pagan in their very hearts. A nnually 
the Poles assembled on the day on which their idols had been 
thrown into the rivers or burnt, and celebrated the memory of 
their gods by dismal dirges, 1 and the simplest rules of Christian 
morals could be enforced only by the application of the most 
barbarous punishments. Yea, under the political disturbances 
which occurred after the death of Mieczyslav II., 1034, a general 
outburst of heathenism took place throughout the Polish kingdom, 
and it took a long time before it was fully put down. 


1 Grimm: Deutsche Mythologie, JL 733. 
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§ 35. The Conversion of the Bulgarians. 

CoKBTAKTnrcrs Poephyeogenitus : Life of Basilius Macedo, in Hist. 

Byzant. Continuatores post Theophanem. Greek and Latin, Paris, 1685. 
Photh Epistola, ed. Bichard. Montaeutius. London, 1647. 

Nicholas I.: Besponsaad ContultaBulgarorwm, in Mansi : Coll. Condi., 
Tom. XV., pp. 401-434; and in Habdhdj: CoU. Condi., V., pp. 
353-386. 

A. PlCHLEB: Qeschichte der hirchlichen Tremung zwischm dem Orient und 
Occident. Munchen, 1864, L, pp. 192 sqq. 

Comp, the biographies of Cybillus and Methodius, mentioned in g 34, 

p. 128. 

The Bulgarians were of Turanian descent, but, having lived 
for centuries among Slavic nations, they had adopted Slavic 
language, religion, customs and habits. Occupying the plains 
between the Danube and the Balkan range, they made frequent 
inroads into the territory of the Byzantine empire. In 813 they 
conquered Adrianople and carried a number of Christians, among 
whom was the bishop himself, as prisoners to Bulgaria. Here 
these Christian prisoners formed a congregation and began to 
labor for the conversion of their captors, though not with any 
great success, as it would seem, since the bishop was martyred. 
But in 861 a sister of the Bulgarian prince, Bogoris, who had 
been carried as a prisoner to Constantinople, and educated there 
in the Christian faith, returned to her native country, and her 
exertions for the conversion of her brother at last succeeded. 

Methodius was sent to her aid, and a picture he painted of the 
last judgment is said to have made an overwhelming impression 
on Bogoris, and determined him to embrace Christianiiy. He 
was baptized in 863, and entered immediately in correspondence 
with Photius, the patriarch of Constantinople. His baptism, 
however, occasioned a revolt among his subjects, and the hor- 
rible punishment, which he inflicted upon the rebels, shows how 
little as yet he had understood the teachings of Christianity. 

Meanwhile Greek missionaries, mostly monks, had entered the 
country, but they were intriguing, arrogant, and produced nothing 
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but confusion among the people. In 865 Bogoris addressed him- 
self to Pope Nicolas I., asking for Roman missionaries, and 
laying before the Pope one hundred and six questions con- 
cerning Christian doctrines, morals and ritual, which he wished 
to have answered. The Pope sent two bishops to Bulgaria, 
and gave Bogoris very elaborate and sensible answers to his 
questions. 

Nevertheless, the Roman mission did not succeed either. 
The Bulgarians disliked to submit to any foreign authority. 
They desired the establishment of an independent national 
church, but this was not to be gained either from Rome or 
from Constantinople. Finally the Byzantine emperor, Basi- 
lius Macedo, succeeded in establishing Greek bishops and a Greek 
archbishop in the country, and thus the Bulgarian church came 
under the authority of the patriarch of Constantinople, but its 
history up to this very day has been a continuous struggle 
against this authority. The church is now ruled by a Holy 
Synod, with an independent exarch. 

Fearful atrocities of the Turks against the Christians gave 
rise to the Russo-Turkish war in 1877, and resulted in the in- 
dependence of Bulgaria, which by the Treaty of Berlin in 1878 
was constituted into "an autonomous and tributary principality 
under the suzerainty of the Sultan,” but with a Christian 
government and a national militia. Religious proselytism is 
prohibited, and religious school-books must be previously exam- 
ined by the Holy Synod. But Protestant missionaries are at 
work among the people, and practically enjoy full liberty. 

§ 36. The Conversion of the Magyars. 

Joh. de Thwbocz : Chronica Hungarorvm, in Schwandtner: Scriptures 

Berunt Hungaricarum, I. Vienna, 1746-8. 

Vxta S. Stephasi, in Act. Sander. September. 

Vita S. Adalberti, in Monument. German. IV. 

Horvath: History of Hungary. Pest, 1842-46. 

Aug. Theener : Monvmenta vetera hUtorica Hungarian sacram Uluttran. 

Ha. Rom., 1859, 1860, 2 Tom. foL 
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The Magyars, belonging to the Turanian family of nations, 
and allied to the Finns and the Turks, penetrated into Europe 
in the ninth century, and settled, in 884, in the plains between 
the Bug and the Sereth, near the mouth of the Danube. On 
the instigation of the Byzantine emperor, Leo the Wise, they 
attacked the Bulgarians, and completely defeated them. The 
military renown they thus acquired gave them a new opportunity. 
The Frankish king Amulf invoked their aid against Swatopluk, 
the ruler of the Moravian empire. Swatopluk, too, was defeated, 
and his realm was divided between the victors. The Magyars, 
retracing their steps across the Carpathian range, settled in the 
plains around the Theiss and the Danube, the country which 
their forefathers, the Huns, once had ruled over, the present 
Hungary. They were a wild and fierce race, worshipping one 
supreme god under the guise of various natural phenomena: 
the sky, the river, ete. They had no temples and no priesthood, 
and their sacrifices consisted of animals only, mostly horses. 
But the oath was kept sacred among them, and their marriages 
were monogamous, and inaugurated with religious rites. 

The first acquaintance with Christianity the Maygars made 
through their connections with the Byzantine court, without any 
further consequences. But after settling in Hungary, where they 
were surrounded on all sides by Christian nations, they were 
compelled, in 950, by the emperor, Otto I., to allow the bishop 
of Fassau to send missionaries into their country; and various 
circumstances contributed to make this mission a rapid and com- 
plete success. Their prince, Geyza, had married a daughter of 
the Transylvanian prince, Gyula, and this princess, Savolta, had 
been educated in the Christian faith. Thus Geyza felt friendly 
towards the Christians; and as soon as this became known, 
Christianity broke forth from the mass of the population like 
flowers from the earth when spring has come. The people which 
the Magyars had subdued when settling in Hungary, and the 
captives whom they had carried along with them from Bulgaria 
and Moravia, were Christians. Hitherto these Christians had 
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concealed their religion from fear of their rulers, and their chil- 
dren had been baptized clandestinely; but now they assembled 
in great multitudes around the missionaries, and the entrance of 
Christianity into Hungary looked like a triumphal march. 1 

Political disturbances afterwards interrupted this progress, but 
only for a short time. Adalbert of Prague visited the country, 
and made a great impression. He baptized Geyza’s son, "Voik, 
bom in 961, and gave him the name of Stephanus, 994. Adal- 
bert’s pupil, Podia, remained for a longer period in the country, 
and was held in so high esteem by the people, that they after- 
wards would not let him go. "When Stephanus ascended the 
throne in 997, he determined at once to establish Christianity as 
the sole religion of his realm, and ordered that all Magyars 
should be baptized, and that all Christian slaves should be 
set free. This, however, caused a rising of the pagan party- 
under the head of Kuppa, a relative of Stephanus; but Kuppa 
was defeated at Veszprim, and the order had to be obeyed. 

Stephanus’ marriage with Gisela, a relative of the emperor, 
Otto III., brought him in still closer contact with the German 
empire, and he, like Mieczyslav of Poland, borrowed the whole 
ecclesiastical organization from the German church. Ten bish- 
oprics were formed, and placed under the authority of the arch- 
bishop of Gran on the Danube (which is still the seat of the 
primate of Hungary); churches were built, schools and monaste- 
ries were founded, and rich revenues were procured for their sup- 
port; the clergy was declared the first order in rank, and the Latin 
language was made the official language not only in ecclesiastical, 
but also in secular matters. As a reward for his zeal, Stephanus 
was presented by Pope Silvester II. with a golden crown, and, 
in the year 1000, he was solemnly crowned king by the arch- 
bishop of Gran, while a papal bull conferred on him the title of 
“His Apostolic Majesty.” And, indeed, Stephanus was the 
apostle of the Magyars. As most of the priests and monks, 

1 See tihe letter from Bishop Filgrin of Passau to Pope Benedict VL in 
Mansi, Coned. L 
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called from Germany, did not understand the language of the 
people, the king himself travelled about from town to town, 
preached, prayed, and exhorted all to keep the Lord’s Day, the 
fast, and other Christian duties. Nevertheless, it took a long 
tim e before Christ ia n i ty really took hold of the Magyars, chiefly 
on account of the deep gulf created between the priests and 
their flocks, partly by the difference of language, partly by the 
exceptional position which Stephanus had given the clergy in 
the co mmunit y, and which the clergy soon learned to utilize 
for selfish purposes. Twice during the eleventh century there 
occurred heavy relapses into paganism; in 1045, under King 
Andreas, and in 1060, under King Bela. 

§ 37. The Christianizati on of Russia. 

Nestor (monk of Kieff, the oldest Russian annalist, d. 5116) : Annates, 
or Chronicon (from the building of the Babylonian tower to 1093). 
Continued by Niphontes (Nifon) from 1116-1157, and by others 
to 1676. Complete ed. in Russ by Pogodin , 1841, and with a Latin 
version and glossary by Fr. Miklosisch. , Yindobon, 1860. German 
translation by Schlozer, Gottingen, 1802— , 9, 5 vols. (incomplete). 

J. G. Stritter : Memorice populorum olim ad Danubium , etc., incolentium 
ex Byzant Script Petropoli, 1771. 4 vols. A collection of the 
Byzantine sources. 

N. M. Karamsin: History of Russia, 12 vols. St. Petersburg, 1816-29, 
translated into German and French. 

Bh. Strahl: Beitrdge zwr russ. Kirchen-Geschichte (vol. I.). Halle, 1827; 

and Geschichte d. russ Kirche (vol. I.). Halle, 1830 (incomplete). 

A. N. Mouravieff (late chamberlain to the Czar and Under-Procurator 
of the Most Holy Synod) : A History of the Church of Russia (to the 
founding of the Holy Synod in 1721). St. Petersburg, 1840, translated 
into English by Rev. R. W. Blackmore. Oxford, 1862. 

A P. Stanley: Lectures on the Eastern Church . Lee. LK.-XII. Lon- 
don, 1862. , 

L. Boissard: Heglise de Rvme. Paris, 1867, 2 vols. 

The legend traces Christianity in Russia back to the Apostle 
St. Andrew, who is especially revered by the Russians. Mou- 
ravieff commences his history of the Russian church with these 
words: “ The Russian church, like the other Orthodox churches 
of the East, had an apostle for its founder. St. Andrew, the 
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first called of the Twelve, hailed with his blessing long before- 
hand the destined introduction of Christianity into our country. 
Ascending up and penetrating by the Dniepr into the deserfs of 
Scythia, he planted the first cross on the hills of Kiefij and ‘See 
you/ said he to his disciples, ‘ those hills ? On those bills shall 
shine the light of divine grace. There shall be here a great city, 
and God shall have in it many churches to His name.’ Such 
are the words of the holy Nestor that point from whence Chris- 
tian Russia has sprung.” 

This tradition is an expansion of the report that Andrew 
labored and died a martyr in Scythia, 1 and nothing more. 

In the ninth century the Russian tribes, inhabiting the Eastern 
part of Europe, were gathered together under the rule of Ruric, 
a Varangian prince, 2 who from the coasts of the Baltic penetrated 
into the centre of the present Russia, and was voluntarily accepted, 
if not actually chosen.by the tribes as their chief. He is regarded 
as the founder of the Russian empire, A. D. 862, which in 1862 
celebrated its millennial anniversary. About the same time or 
a little later the Russians became somewhat acquainted with 
Christianity through their connections with the Byzantine em- 
pire. The Eastern church, however, never developed any 
great missionary activity, and when Photius, the patriarch of 
Constantinople, in his circular letter against the Roman see, 
speaks of the Russians as already converted at his time (867), a 
few years after the founding of the empire, he certainly exagge- 
rates. When, in 945, peace was concluded between the Russian 
grand-duke, Igor, and the Byzantine emperor, some of the Rus- 
sian soldiers took the oath in the name of Christ, but by far the 
greatest number swore by Perun, the old Russian god. In Kieff, 
on the Dniepr, the capital of the Russian realm, there was at that 
time a Christian church, dedicated to Elijah, and in 955 the 
grand-duchess, Olga, went to Constantinople and was baptized. 

1 Euseb. m. 1. 

1 The Varangians were a tribe of piratical Northmen who made the Slays 
and Finns tributary. 
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She did not succeed, however, in persuading her son, Svatoslav, 
to embrace the Christian faith. 

The progress of Christianity among the Russians was slow 
until the grand-duke Vladimir (980-1015), a grandson of Olga, 
and revered as Isapostolos (“ Equal to an Apostle ”) with one 
sweep established it as the religion of the country. The narra- 
tive of this event by Nestor is very dramatic. Envoys from the 
Greek and the Roman churches, from the Mohammedans and 
the Jews (settled among the Chazares) came to Vladimir to per- 
suade him to leave his old gods. He hesitated and did not know 
which of the new religions he should choose. Finally he deter- 
mined to send wise men from among his own people to the vari- 
ous places to investigate the matter. The envoys were so power- 
fully impressed by a picture of the last judgment and by the 
service in the church of St. Sophia in Constantinople, that the 
question at once was settled in favor of the religion of the By- 
zantine court. 

Vladimir, however, would not introduce it without compensa- 
tion. He was staying at Cherson in the Crimea, which he had 
just taken and sacked, and thence he sent word to the emperor 
Basil, that he had determined either to adopt Christianity and 
receive the emperor’s sister, Anne, in marriage, or to go to Con- 
stantinople and do to that city as he had done to Cherson. He 
married Anne, and was baptized on the day of his wedding, 
A.D. 988. 

As soon as he was baptized preparations were made for the 
baptism of his people. The wooden image of Perun was dragged 
at a horse’s tail through the country, soundly flogged by all 
passers-by, and finally thrown into the Dniepr. Next, at a given 
hour, all the people of Kieff, men, women and children, descended 
into the river, while the grand Duke kneeled, and the Christian 
priests read the prayers from the top of the cliffs on the shore. 
Nestor, the Russian monk and annalist, thus describes the scene: 
“Some stood in the water up to their necks, others up to their 
breasts, holding their young children in their arms; the priests 
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read the prayers from the shore, naming at once whole compa- 
nies by the same name. It was a sight wonderfully curious and 
beautiful to behold ; and when the people were baptized, each 
returned to his own home.” 

Thus the Russian nation was converted in wholesale style to 
Christianity by despotic power. It is characteristic of the su- 
preme influence of the ruler and the slavish submission of 
the subjects in that country. Nevertheless, at its first entrance 
in Russia, Christianity penetrated deeper into the life of the 
people than it did in any other country, without, however, 
bringing about a corresponding thorough moral transformation. 
Only a comparatively short period elapsed, before a complete 
union of the forms of religion and the nationality took place. 
Every event in the history of the nation, yea, every event in 
the life of the individual was looked upon from a religious point 
of view, and referred to some distinctly religious idea. The 
explanation of this striking phenomenon is due in part to CyrilFs 
translation of the Bible into the Slavic language, which had 
been driven out from Moravia and Bohemia by the Roman 
priests, and was now brought from Bulgaria into Russia, where 
it took root While the Roman church always insisted upon the 
exclusive use of the Latin translation of the Bible and the Latin 
language in divine service, the Greek church always allowed the 
use of the vernacular. Under its auspices there were produced 
translations into the Coptic, Syriac, Armenian, and Slavic lan- 
guages, and the effects of this principle were, at least in Russia, 
most beneficial. During the reign of Vladimir’s successor, Ja- 
roslaff, 1019—1054, not only were churches and monasteries and 
schools built all over the country, but Greek theological books 
were translated, and the Russian church had, at an early date, a 
religious literature in the native tongue of the people. Jaroslaff, 
by his celebrated code of laws, became the Justinian of Russia. 

The Czars and people of Russia have ever since fmthfully 
adhered to the Oriental church which grew with the growth of 
the empire all along the Northern line of two Continents. As 
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in the West, so in Russia, monasticism was the chief institution 
for the spread of Christianity among heathen savages. Hilarion 
(afterwards Metropolitan), Anthony, Theodosius, Sergius, Laza- 
rus, are prominent names in the early history of Russian monas- 
ticism. 

The subsequent history of the Russian church is isolated from 
the main current of history, and almost barren of events till the 
age of Nikon and Peter the Great. At first she was dependent 
on the patriarch of Constantinople. In 1325 Moscow was 
founded, and became, in the place of Kieff, the Russian Rome, 
with a metropolitan, who after the fall of Constantinople became 
independent (1461), and a century later was raised to the dig- 
nity of one of the five patriarchs of the Eastern Church (1587). 
But Peter the Great made the Northern city of his own found- 
ing the ecclesiastical as well as the political metropolis, and 
transferred the authority of the patriarchate of Moscow to the 
“Holy Synod” (1721), which permanently resides in St. Peters- 
burg and constitutes the highest ecclesiastical judicatory of 
Russia under the csesaropapal rule of the Czar, the most power- 
ful rival of the Roman Pope. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

MOHAMMEDANISM IN ITS RELATION TO CHRISTIANITY. 1 

u There is no God but God, and Mobammed is Ms apostle .” — Tfu 
Koran . 

“There is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all.”— 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. 

§ 38. Literature . 

See A. Sprenger’s Bibliotheca Orientalis Sprengenana. Giessen, 1857, 
W. Muir: Life of Mahomet, Vol. I., ch. I. Muir discusses especially the 
value of Mohammedan traditions. 

Cel Friedrici: Bibliotheca Orientalis . London (Triibner & Co.) 1875 sqq. 

i. sources. 

L The Koran or Al-koran. The chief source. The Mohammedan 
Bible, claiming to be given by inspiration to Mohammed during the 
course of twenty years. About twice as large as the New Testament 
The best Arabic MSS., often most beautifully written, are in the 
Mosques of Cairo, Damascus, Constantinople, and Paris ; the largest 
collection in the library of the Khedive in Cairo. Printed editions in 
Arabic by Hinkelmann (Hamburg, 1694) ; Molla Osman Ismael 
(St. Petersburg, 1787 and 1803) ; G. Flugel (Leipz., 1834) ; revised 
by Redslob (1837, 1842, 1858). Arabice et Laiine, ed. L. Maraccius, 
Patav., 1698, 2 vols., fol. ( Alcorani textus universus, with notes and 
refutation). A lithographed edition of the Arabic text appeared at 
Lucknow in India, 1878 (A. H. 1296). 

The standard English translations : in prose by Geo. Sale (first publ., 
Lond., 1734, also 1801, 1825, PMlad., 1833, etc.), with a learned and 
valuable preliminary discourse and notes ; in the metre, but without the 

1 Mahomet and Mahornetanim, is the usual, but Mohammad, Muhammad, or 
Mohammed, Mohammedanism, is the more correct spelling in English. Sale, 
Deutsch, B. Smith, Khan Bahador, and others, spell Mohammed; Sprenger, 
Mohammad; Noldeke, Muhmmed; Gibbon, Carlyle and Muir, retain Mahomet. 
The word means: the Praised, the Glorified, tike IUustrious; but according to 
Sprenger and Deutsch, the Dedred, perhaps with reference to the Messianic 
interpretation of "the Desire of all nations,” Hagg. 2: 7. See on the namei 
Sprenger, 1. 155 sqq., and Deutsch, p. 68 note. 
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rhyme, of the original by J. M. Bopwell (Lond., 1861, 2d ed. 1876, 
the Suras arranged in chronological order). A new transl. in prose by 
E. H. Palmes (Oxford, 1880, 2 vols.) in M. Muller’s “ Sacred Books 
of the East.” Parts <*re admirably translated by Edwarp W. Lane, 
French translation by Sayary, Paris, 1783, 2 vols.; enlarged edition 
by Garcin pe Tassy, 1829, in 3 vols. ; another by M. Kasimirski, 
Paris, 1847, and 1873. 

German translations by Wahl (Halle, 1828), L. Ullmann (Bielefeld, 
i840, 4th ed. 1857), and parts by Hammeb yon Purgstall (in the 
Fundgruben des Orients ), and Sprenger (in Das Lebm und die Lehre des 
Mohammad ). 

2. Secondary sources on the Life of Moh. and the origin of Isl&m are 
the numerous poems of contemporaries, especially in Ibn Ishac, 
and the collections of the sayings of Moh., especially the Sahih 
(i. e. The True, the Genuine) of Albuch&ri (d. 871). Also the early 
Commentaries on the Koran, which explain difficult passages, recon- 
cile the contradictions, and insert traditional sayings and legends. 
See Sprenger, HI. CIVsqq. 

n. WORKS ON THE KORAN. 

Th. Holpeke: Geschichte des Quorans, [Si story of the Koran), Gottingen, 
1860 ; and his art. in the u Encycl. Brit.,” 9th ed. XVI. 597-606. 
Garcin PE Tassy : DIslamisme d’apres le Coran Fenseignement doctrinal 
et la pratique, 3d ed. Paris, 1874. 

Gustav Weil: Hist. hrUische Einleitung in den Koran . Bielefeld und 
Leipz., 1844, 2d ed., 1878. 

Sir William Muir: The Coran . Its Composition and Teaching; and 
the Testimony it bears to the Holy Scriptures . (Allahabad, 1860), 
3d ed, Lond., 1878. 

Sprenger, l . a m., pp. xviii.-cxx. 


m. biographies op mohammed. 

1. Mohammedan biographers. 

Zohri (the oldest, died after the Hegira 124). 

Ibn IshAc (or Ibni Ishak, d. A. H. 151, or A. D. 773), ed. in Arabic 
from MSS. by Wustenfeld, Gott., 1858-60, translated by Weil, Stuttg., 
1864. 

Ibn (Ibni) HishAm (d. A. H. 213, A. D. 835), also ed. by Wustenfeld, 
and translated by Weil, 1864 

Katib al Waquipi (or Wackepee, Wackipi, d. at Bagdad A. H. 207, 
A. D. 829), a man of prodigious learning, who collected the tradi- 
tions, and left six hundred chests of books (Sprenger, IIL, LXXL), 
and his secretary, Muhammap Ibn SAap (d A. H. 230, A. D. 852), 
who arranged, abridged, and completed the biographical works of 
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Ills master in twelve or fifteen for. vols. ; the first vol. contains the biog- 
raphy of Moh., and is preferred by Muir and Sprenger to all others. 
German transl. by Wellhausen : Muhammed in Medina . From 
the Arabic of Vahidi. Berlin, 1882. 

Tabari (or Tibree, d. A. H, 310, A. D. 932), called by Gibbon “the 
Livy of the Arabians.” 

Muir says (L, CIII.) : “To the three biographies by Ibn Hisham, by 
WAckidi, and his secretary, and by Tabari, the judicious historian of 
Mahomet will, as his original authorities, confine himself. He will also 
receive, with a similar respect, such traditions in the general collections 
of the earliest traditionists — Bokhari, Muslim, Tirmidzi, efc.,— as may 
bear upon his subject. But he will reject as evidence all later authors.” 
Abulfeda (or Abulfida, d. 1331), once considered the chief authority, 
now set aside by much older sources. 

*Syed Ahmed Khan Bahador (member of the Royal Asiatic Society) : 
A Series of Essays on the Life of Mohammed. London (Trubner & 
Co.), 1870. He wrote also a a Mohammedan Commentary on the 
Holy Bible.” He begins with the sentence: “Li nomine Dei Mseri- 
cordis Miseratoris. Of all the innumerable wonders of the universe, 
the most marvellous is religion” 

Syed Ameer Ali, Moulve (a Mohammedan lawyer, and brother of 
the former) : A Critical Examination of the Life and Teachings of 
Mohammed. London 1873. A defense of Moh. chiefly drawn from 
Ibn-HisMm (and Ibn-al Athir (1160-1223). 

2. Christian Biographies. 

Dean Prideaux (d. 1724) s Life of Mahomet, 1697, 7th ed. Lond., 1718. 
Very unfavorable. 

Count Bottlinvilliers : The Life of Mahomet Transl. from the French. 
Lond., 1731. 

Jean Gaunter (d. 1740) i Lame de Mahomet , 1732, 2 vols., etc. Am- 
sterd. 1748, 3 vols. Chiefly from Abulfeda and the Sonna. He also 
translated Abulfeda. 

♦Gibbon : Decline and Fall , etc. (1788), chs. 50-52. Although not an 
Arabic scholar, Gibbon made the best use of the sources then acces- 
sible in Latin, French, and English, and gives a brilliant and, npon 
the whole, impartial picture. 

♦Gtjstav Weil; Mohammed d&r Prophet f sdn Lebrn md seine Lehre. 
Stuttgart, 1843. Comp, also his translation of Iln Ishac, and Ibn 
Hish&m , Stuttgart, 1864, 2 vols.; and his JBiblische Legenden der 
Muselmdnner aus ardbischen Quellen und mil jud. Sagen verglichen. 
Frcf., 1845. The last is also transl. into English. 

Th. Carl y le : The Hero as Prophet, , in his Heroes Hero - Worship and 
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the Heroic in History . London, 1840. A mere sketch, but full of 
genius and stimulating bints. He says : tl We have chosen Mahomet 
not as the most eminent prophet, but as the one we are freest to 
speak of. He is by no means the truest of prophets, but 1 esteem 
him a true one. Farther, as there is no danger of our becoming, 
any of us, Mahometans, I mean to say all the good of him I justly 
can. It is the way to get at his secret. 7 ' 

Washington Irving : Mahomet and His Followers . N. Y., 1850. 2 vola, 

George Bush: The Life of Mohammed. New York (Harpers J. 

♦Sir William Muir (of the Bengal Civil Service) : The Life of Mahomet 
With introductory chapters on the original sources for the biography of 
Mahomet , and on the pre-Islamite history of Arabia. Lond., 1858-1861, 
4 vols. Learned, able, and fair. Abridgement in 1 vol. Lond., 1877. 

♦A. Sprenger: First an English biography printed at Allahabad, 1851, 
and then a more complete one in German, Das Leben und die Lehre 
des Mohammad. Nach bisher grossteutheils unbenutzten Quellen. Ber- 
lin, 1861-65, 2d ed. 1869, 3 vols. This work is based on original 
and Arabic sources, and long personal intercourse with Mohamme- 
dans in India, but is not a well digested philosophical biography. 

*Theod. Noldeke: Das Leben Muhammeds. Hanover, 1863. Comp, his 
elaborate art. in Vol. XVIII. of Herzog’s Real-Encycl., first ed. 

E. Renan: Mahomet , et les origines de Fislamisme, in his “ Etudes de This- 
toire relig 7th ed. Par., 1864. 

Barthelemy Saint-Hilaire: Mahomet et le Coran. Paris, 1865. Based 
on Sprenger and Muir. 

Ch. Scholl : I? Islam et son Fondateur. Paris, 1874. 

R. Bosworth Smith (Assistant Master in Harrow School) : Mohammed 
and Mohammedanism . Lond. 1874, reprinted New York, 1875. 

J. W. H. Stobart: Islam and its Founder. London, 1876. 

J. Wellhausen: Art. Moh. in the “ Encycl. Brit.” 9th ed. vol. XVI. 
545-565. 

IV. HISTORY OP THE ARABS AND TURKS. 

*Jos. von Hammer-Purgstall: Geschichte des omanischen Reiches. 
Pesth, 1827-34, 10 vols. A smaller ed. in 4 vols. This standard work 
is the result of thirty years 7 labor, and brings the history down to 1774 
By the same: Literaturgeschichte der Araber. Wien, 1850-57, 7 vols. 

*G. Weil : Qesch. der Chalifen . Mannheim, 1846-51, 3 vols. 

*Caussin de Perceval: Essai sur Vhistoire des Arabes . Paris, 1848, 3 vols. 

^Edward A. Freeman (D.C.L., LL.D.) : History and Conquests of the 
Saracens. Lond., 1856, 3d ed. 1876. 

Robert Durie Osborn (Major of the Bengal Staff Corps) : Islam under 
the Arabs. London., 1876 ; Islam under the Khalifs of Baghdad . 
London, 1877. 

Sir Edward S. Creasy : History of the Ottoman Turks from the Begin? 



I 38. MOHAMMEDANISM. LITERATURE. 147 

ning of their Empire to the, present Time . Lond., 2d ed. 1877. Chiefly 
founded on von Hammer. 

Th. Noldeke: Oeschichte der Perser und Araber zur Zeit der JSasaniden . 

Aus der arabischen Chronih des Tabari ubersetzt. Leyden, 1879. 

Sir Wm. Muib: Annals of the Early Caliphate. London 1883. 

V. MARKERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE MOHAMMEDANS. 

Joh. Ludwig Burckhardt : Travels in Nubia, 1819 ; Travels in Syria 
and Palestine , 1823 ; Notes on the Bedouins, 1830. 

*Edw. W. Lane: Modem Egyptians. Lond., 1836, 5th ed. 1871, in 2 vols. 
*Rich. F. Burton : Personal narrative of a Pilgrimage to El Medinah and 
Meccah , Lond. 1856, 3 vols. 

C. B. Klunzinger: Upper Egypt: its People and its Products . A de- 
scriptive Account of the Manners, Customs, Superstitions, and Occupa- 
tions of the People of the Nile Valley, the Desert, and the Bed Sea Coast . 
New York, 1878. A valuable supplement to Lane. 

Books of Eastern Travel, especially on Egypt and Turkey. Bahrdt’s 
Travels in Central Africa (1857), Palgrave’s Arabia (1867), etc. 

VI. RELATION OF MOHAMMEDANISM TO JUDAISM. 

* Abraham Geiger: Was hat Mohammed aus dm Judenthum aufgenom- 
men t Bonn, 1833. 

Hartwig Hirschfeld : Judische Elemente im Koran. Berlin, 1878. 

VII. MOHAMMEDANISM AS A RELIGION, AND IN ITS RELATION TO 
CHRISTIANITY. 

L. Maracci: Prodromus ad refutationem Aleorani. Rom., 1691, 4 vols. 

S. Lee: Controversial Tracts on Christianity and Mahometanism. 1824. 

J. DOLLINGER (R. 0.) . Muhammed's Beligion nach ikrer innem Entwick- 
lung u. ihrem Einfluss auf das Leben der Volker . Regensb. 1838. 

A. MOHLER (R. C.) : Das Verhaltniss des Islam zum Christenthum (in his 
“ Gesammelte Schriffcen ” ) . Regensb., 1839. 

C. F. Gerock : Versuch einer Darstellung der Christologie des Koran . 
Hamburg und Gotha, 1839. 

J. H. Newman (R. C.) : The Turks in their relation to Europe (written in 
1853), in his “ Historical Sketches.” London, 1872, pp. 1-237. 

Dean Arthur P. Stanley : Mahometanism and its relations to the East- 
ern Church (in Lectures on the “ History of the Eastern Church.” 
London and New York, 1862, pp. 360-387). A picturesque sketch. 
Dean Milman: History of Latin Christianity , Book IV., chs. 1 and 2. 
(Vol. H. p. 109). 

Theod. NSldeke: Art. Muhammedund der Islam, in Herzog’s “ Real- 
Encyclop.” Vol. XVIII. (1864), pp. 767-820. 

»Eman . Dbutsch: Islam, in his "liter. Remains.” Lond. and N. York, 
1874, pp. 50-134. The article originally appeared in the London 
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“ Quarterly Review ” for Oct. 1869, and is also printed at the end of 
the New York (Harper) ed. of R. Bosworth Smith's Mohammed. 

Reports of the General Missionary Conference at Allahabad, 1873. 

J. Muhleisen Arnold (formerly chaplain at Batavia) : Islam: its Bis - 
tory, Character, and Relation to Christianity . Lond., 1874, 3d ed. 

Gustav. Bosch: Die Jesusmythen des Islam , in the “ Studien und Kriti- 
ken ” Gotha, 1876. (No. HI. pp. 409-454). 

Marcus Dods : Mohammed, Buddha, and Christ Lond. 2d ed. 1878. 

Ch. A. Aiken : Mohammedanism as a Missionary Religion. In the “ Bib- 
liotheca Sacra,” of Andover for 1879, p. 157. 

Archbishop Trench: Lectures on Mediaeval Church History (Lect. IV. 
45-58). London, 1877. 

Henry H. Jessup ( Amer. Presbyt. missionary at Beirut) : The Moham- 
medan Missionary Problem. Philadelphia, 1879. 

Edouard Sayous : Jesus ' Christ dJaprls Mahomet. Paris 1880. 

G. P. Badger: Muhdmmed in Smith and Wace, III. 951-998. 

§ 39. Statistics and Chronological Table . 

ESTIMATE op the Mohammedan population (According to Keith Johnston), 

In Asia^ 112,739,000 

In Africa, 50,416,000 

In Europe, 5,974,000 

Total, . 169,129,000 


MOHAMMEDANS UNDER CH fcttSTXAN GOVERNMENTS. 


England in India roles over 41,000,000 

Russia in Central Asia rules over 6,000,000 

France in Africa rules over . 2,000,000 

Holland in Java and Celebes rules over 1,000,000 

Total, 50,000,000 

A. D. CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

570. Birth of Mohammed, at Mecca. 


610. Mohammed received the visions of Gabriel and began his career as a 
prophet. (Conversion of the Anglo-Saxons). 

622. The Hegira, or the flight of Mohammed from Mecca to Medina. Begin- 
ning of the Mohammedan era. 

632. (June 8) Death of Mohammed at Medina. 

632. Abii Bekr, first Caliph or successor of Mohammed 
636. Capture of Jerusalem by the Caliph Omar. 

640. Capture of Alexandria by Omar. 

711. Tharyk crosses the Straits from Africa to Europe, and calls the mountain 
Jebel Tharyk (Gibraltar). 

732. Battle of Poitiers and Tours; Abd-er-Rahman defeated by Charles Martel; 
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786-309. Haroun al Rashid, Caliph of Bagdad. Golden era of Mohammed- 
anism. (Correspondence with Charlemagne). 

1063. Allp Arslan, Seljukian Turkish prince. 

1096. The First Crusade. Capture of Jerusalem by Godfrey of Bouillon. 

1187. Saladin, the Sultan of Egypt and scourge of the Crusaders, conquers at 
Tiberias and takes Jerusalem, (1187) ; is defeated by Richard Cceur 
de Lion at Askelon, and dies 1193. Decline of the Crusades. 

1288-1326. Reign of Othman, founder of the Ottoman (Turkish) dynasty. 

1453. Capture of Constantinople by Mohammed IL, "the Conqueror,” and 
founder of the greatness of Turkey. (Exodus of Greek scholars to 
Southern Europe; the Greek Testament brought to the West; the 
revival of letters.) 

1492. J uly 2. Boabdil (or Abou Abdallah) defeated by Ferdinand at Granada ; 
end of Moslem rule in Spain. (Discovery of America by Columbus). 

1517. Ottoman Sultan Selim I. conquers Egypt, wrests the caliphate from the 
Arab line of the Koreish through Motawekkel Billak, and transfers it 
to the Ottoman Sultans ; Ottoman caliphate never acknowledged by 
Persian or Moorish Moslems. (The Reformation.) 

1521-1566. Solyman II , "the Magnificent,” marks the zenith of the military 
power of the Turks; takes Belgrade (1521), defeats the Hungarians 
(1526), but is repulsed from Vienna (1529 and 1532). 

1571. Defeat of Selim n. at the naval battle of Lepanto by the Christian powers 
under Don John of Austria. Beginning of the decline of the Turkish 
power. 

1683. Final repulse of the Turks at the gates of Vienna by John Sobieski, 
king of Poland, Sept. 12 ; Eastern Europe saved from Moslem rule. 

1792. Peace at Jassy in Moldavia, which made the Dniester the frontier between 
Russia and Turkey. 

1827. Annihilation of the Turko-Egyptian fleet by the combined squadrons of 
England, France, and Russia, in the battle of Navarino, October 20. 
Treaty of Adrianople, 1829. Independence of the kingdom of Greece, 
1832. 

1856. End of Crimean War ; Turkey saved by England and France aiding the 
Sultan against the aggression of Russia; Treaty of Paris; European 
agreement not to interfere in the domestic affairs of Turkey. 

1878. Defeat of the Turks by Russia ; but checked by the interference of England 
under the lead of Lord Beaconsfield. Congress of the European pow- 
ers, and Treaty of Berlin ; independence of Bulgaria secured ; Anglo- 
Turkish Treaty; England occupies Cyprus— agrees to defend the fron- 
tier of Asiatic Turkey against Russia^ on condition that the Sultan 
execute fundamental reforms in Asiatic Turkey. 

1880. Supplementary Conference at Berlin. Rectification and enlargement of 
the boundary of Montenegro and Greece. 
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§ 40. Position of Mohammedanism in Church History. 

While new races and countries in Northern and Western 
Europe, unknown to the apostles, were added to the Christian 
Church, we behold in Asia and Africa the opposite spectacle of 
the rise and progress of a rival religion which is now acknow- 
ledged by more than one-tenth of the inhabitants of the globe. 
It is called “Mohammedanism” from its founder, or “ Isl&m,” 
from its chief virtue, which is absolute surrender to the one true 
God. Like Christianity, it had its birth in the Shemitic race, the 
parent of the three monotheistic religions, but in an obscure and 
even desert district, and had a more rapid, though less enduring 
success. 

But what a difference in the means employed and the results 
reached ! Christianity made its conquest by peaceful missiona- 
ries and the power of persuasion, and carried with it the blessings 
of home, freedom and civilisation. Mohammedanism conquered 
the fairest portions of the earth by the sword and cursed them 
by polygamy, slavery, despotism and desolation. The moving 
power of Christian missions was love to God and man; the 
moving power of Islam was fanaticism and brute force. Chris- 
tianity has found a home among all nations and climes ; Moham- 
medanism, although it made a most vigorous effort to conquer 
the world, is after all a religion of the desert, of the tent and the 
caravan, and confined to nomad and savage or half-civilized 
nations, chiefly Arabs, Persians, and Turks. It never made an 
impression on Europe except by brute force ; it is only encamped, 
not really domesticated, in Constantinople, and when it must 
withdraw from Europe it will leave no trace behind. 

Isl&m in its conquering inarch took forcible possession of the 
lands of the Bible, and the Greek church, seized the throne of 
Constantine, overran Spain, crossed the Pyrenees, and for a long 
time threatened even the church of Borne and the German empire, 
until it was finally repulsed beneath the walls of Vienna. The 
Crusades which figure so prominently in the history of mediaeval 
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Christianity, originated in the desire to wrest the holy land from 
the followers of “ the false prophet,” and brought the East in 
contact with the West. The monarchy and the church of Spain, 
with their architecture, chivalry, bigotry, and inquisition, emerged 
from a fierce conflict with the Moors. Even the Reformation in 
the sixteenth century was complicated with the Tu rkish question, 
which occupied the attention of the diet of Augsburg as much as 
the Confession of the Evangelical princes and divines. Luther, 
in one of his most popular hymns, prays for deliverance from 
“the murdering Pope and Turk,” as the two chief mpnn'ps 0 f 
the gospel 1 ; and the Anglican Prayer Book, in the collect for 
Good Friday, invokes God “ to have mercy upon all Turks,” 
as well as upon “Jews, Infidels, and Heretics .” 2 

The danger for Western Christendom from that quarter has 
long since passed away; the “ unspeakable” Turk has ceased to 
be unconquerable, but the Asiatic and a part of the East Euro- 
pean portion of the Greek church are still subject to the despotic 
rule of the Sultan, whose throne in Constantinople has been for 
more than four hundred years a standing insult to Christendom. 

Mohammedanism then figures as a hostile force, as a real Ish- 
maelite in church history; it is the only formidable rival which 
Christianity ever had, the only religion which for a while at least 
aspired to universal empire. 

And yet it is not hostile only. It has not been without bene- 
ficial effect upon Western civilization. It aided in the develop- 
ment of chivalry; it influenced Christian architecture; it stimu- 
lated the study of mathematics, chemistry, medicine (as is indicated 
by the technical terms: algebra, chemistry, alchemy); and the 
Arabic translations and commentaries on Aristotle by the Spanish 

1 “JEJrkdltu7i8 , Herr, lei demerit Wort, 

Und stmt* des Papstfs wnd Ttirkem Mord.” 

* The words “all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretics,” were inserted by the 
framers of the Prayer Book in the first edition (1547) ; the rest of the collect is 
translated from the old Latin service. In the middle ages the word “infidel” 
denoted a Mohammedan. The Mohammedans in turn call Christians, Jews, 
and all other religionists, “infidels” and “dogs.” 
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Moors laid the philosophical foundation of scholasticism. Even 
the conquest of Constantinople by the Turks brought an in- 
estimable blessing to the West by driving Greek scholars with 
the Greek Testament to Italy to inaugurate there the revival 
of letters which prepared the way for the Protestant Reformation. 

Yiewed in its relation to the Eastern Church which it robbed 
of the fairest dominions, Mohammedanism was a well-deserved 
divine punishment for the unfruitful speculations, bitter conten- 
tions, empiy ceremonialism and virtual idolatry which degraded 
and disgraced the Christianity of the East after the fifth century. 
The essence of true religion, love to God and to man, was eaten 
out by rancor and strife, and there was left no power of ultimate 
resistance to the foreign conqueror. The hatred between the 
orthodox Eastern church and the Eastern schismatics driven 
from her communion, and the jealousy between the Greek 
and Latin churches prevented them from aiding each other in 
efforts to arrest the progress of the common foe. The Greeks 
detested the Latin Filioque as a heresy more deadly than Islam ; 
while the Latins cared more for the supremacy of the Pope than the 
triumph of Christianity, and set up during the Crusades a rival 
hierarchy in the East. Even now Greek and Latin monks in 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem are apt to fight at Christmas and Eas- 
ter over the cradle and the grave of their common Lord and 
Redeemer, unless Turkish soldiers keep them in order I 1 

But viewed in relation to the heathenism from which it arose 
or which it converted, Mahommedanism is a vast progress, and 

1 Archbishop Trench, L c. p. 54 : “We can regard Mohammedanism in no 
other light than as a scourge of God upon a guilty church. He will not give 
his glory to another. He will not suffer the Creator and the creature to be 
confounded ; and if those who should have been witnesses for the truth, who 
had been appointed thereunto, forsake^ forget, or deny it, He will raise up wit- 
nesses from quarters the most unlooked for, and will strengthen their hands and 
give victory to their arms even against those who bear his name, but have for- 
gotten his truth.” Similarly Dr. Jessup, L a p. 14: “The Mohammedan reli- 
gion arose, in the providence of God, as a scourge to the idolatrous Christianity, 
and the pagan systems of Asia and Africa — a protest against polytheism, and a 
preparation for the future conversion to a pure Christianity of the multitude 
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may ultimately be a stepping-stone to Christianity, like the law 
of Moses which served as a schoolmaster to lead men to the gos- 
pel. It has destroyed the power of idolatry in Arabia and a large 
part of Asia and Africa, and raised Tartars and Negroes from the 
rudest forms of superstition to the belief and worship of the one 
true God, and to a certain degree of civilization. 

It should be mentioned, however, that, according to the testi- 
mony of missionaries and African travelers, Mohammedanism 
has inflamed the simple minded African tribes with the impure 
fire of fanaticism and given them greater power of resistance to 
Christianity. Sir William Muir, a very competent judge, thinks 
that Mohammedanism by the poisoning influence of polygamy 
and slavery, and by crushing all freedom of judgment in r elig ion 
has interposed the most effectual barrier against the reception of 
Christianity. “ No system,” he says, “ could have been devised 
with more consummate skill for shutting out the nations over 
which it has sway, from the light of truth. Idolatrous Arabs 
might have been aroused to spiritual life and to the adoption of 
the frith of Jesus; Mahometan Arabia is, to the human eye, 
sealed against the benign influences of the gospel. . . . The sword 
of Mahomet and the Coran are the most fatal enemies of civiliza- 
tion, liberty, and truth.” 1 

This is no doubt true of the past. But we have not yet seen 
the end of this historical problem. It is not impossible that Isl&m 
may yet prove to be a necessary condition for the revival of a 
pure Scriptural religion in the East. Protestant missionaries 
from England and America enjoy greater liberty under the Mo- 
hammedan rule than they would under a Greek or Russian 

who have Mien under its extraordinary power.” Carlyle calls the creed of Mo- 
hammed “a kind of Christianity better than that of those miserable Syrian 
Sects with the head foil of worthless noise, the heart empty and dead. The 
truth of it is imbedded in portentous error and falsehood ; but the truth makes 
it to be believed, not the falsehood : it succeeded by its truth. A bastard kind 
of Christianity, but a living kind ; with a heart-life in it ; not dead, chopping, 
barren logic merely.” 

1 Life of Mahomet, IV. 321, 322. 
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government. The Mohammedan abhorrence of idolatry and 
image worship, Mohammedan simplicity and temperance are 
points of contact with the evangelical type of Christianity, which 
from the extreme West has established flourishing missions in the 
most important parts of Turkey. The Greek Church can do 
little or nothing with the Mohammedans ; if they are to be con- 
verted it must be done by a Christianity which is free from all 
appearance of idolatry, more simple in worship, and more vigorous 
in life than that which they have so easily conquered and learned 
to despise. It is an encouraging fact that Mohammedans have 
great respect for the Anglo-Saxon race. They now swear by the 
word of an Englishman as much as by the beard of Mohammed. 

IsMm is still a great religious power in the East. It rules 
supreme in Syria, Palestine, Asia Minor, Egypt, North Africa, 
and makes progress among the savage tribes in the interior of the 
Dark Continent. It is by no means simply, as Schlegel charac- 
terized the system, “a prophet without miracles, a faith without 
mysteries, and a morality without love.” It has tenacity, aggres- 
sive vitality and intense enthusiasm. Every traveller in the Ori- 
ent must be struck with the power of its simple monotheism upon 
its followers. A visit to the Moslem University in the Mosque 
El Azhar at Cairo is very instructive. It dates from the tenth 
century (975), and numbers (or numbered in 1877, when I visited 
it) no less than ten thousand students who come from all parts 
of the Mohammedan world and present the appearance of a huge 
Sunday School, seated in small groups on the floor, studying the 
Koran as the beginning and end of all wisdom, and then at the 
stated hours for prayer rising to perform their devotions under 
the lead of their teachers. They live in primitive simplicity, 
studying, eating and sleeping on a blanket or straw mat in the 
same mosque, but the expression of their faces betrays the fanatic- 
al devotion to their creed. They support themselves, or are 
aided by the alms of the faithful. The teachers (over three hun- 
dred) receive no salary and live by private instruction or presents 
from rich scholars. 
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Nevertheless the power of Isl&m, like its symbol, the moon, 
is disappearing before the sun of Christianity which is rising once 
more over the Eastern horizon. Nearly one-third of its follow- 
ers are under Christian (mostly English) rule. It is essentially 
a poZifeo-religious system, and Turkey is its stronghold. The 
Sultan has long been a “ sick man,” and owes his life to the for- 
bearance and jealousy of the Christian powers. Sooner or later 
he will be driven out of Europe, to Brusa or Mecca. The colos- 
sal empire of Russia is the hereditary enemy of Turkey, and 
would have destroyed her in the wars of 1854 and 1877, if Cath- 
olic France and Protestant England had not come to her aid. 
In the mea ntim e the silent influences of European civ ilizat ion 
and Christian missions are undermining the foundations of Tur- 
key, and preparing the way for a religious, moral and social 
regeneration and transformation of the East. “ God’s mills grind 
slowly, but surely and wonderfully fine.” A thousand years 
before Him are as one day, and one day may do the work of a 
thousand years. 

§ 41. The Home , and the Antecedents of Islhm. 

On the Aborigines of Arabia and its religious condition before Mam, 
compare the preliminary discourse of S-&UE, Sect. 1 and 2; Mura, 
Vol. L ch. 2d; Spebnger, 1. 13-02, and Stobabt, ch. 1. 

The fatherland of Isl4m is Arabia, a peninsula between the 
Red Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf. It is covered 
with sandy deserts, barren hills, rock-bound coasts, fertile wadies, 
and rich pastures. It is inhabited by nomadic tribes and traders 
who claim descent from five patriarchal stocks, Cush, Shem, 
Ishmael, Keturah, and Esau. It was divided by the ancients 
into Arabia Deserta, Arabia Petraea (the Sinai district with Petra 
as the capital), and Arabia Felix (El-Yemen, i. e. the land on 
the right hand, or of the South). Most of its rivers are swelled 
by periodical rains and then lose themselves in the sandy plains; 
few reach the ocean ; none of them is navigable. It is a land of 
grim deserts and strips of green verdure, of drought and barren- 
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ness, violent rains, clear skies, tropical heat, date palms, aromatic 
herbs, coffee, balsam, myrrh, frankincense, and dhurra (which 
takes the place of grain). Its chief animals are the camel, "the 
ship of the desert,” an excellent breed of horses, sheep, and goats. 
The desert, like the ocean, is not without its grandeur. It cre- 
ates the impression of infinitude, it fosters silence and meditation 
on God and eternity. Man is there alone with God. The Ara- 
bian desert gave birth to some of the sublimest compositions, the 
ode of liberty by Miriam, the ninetieth Psalm by Moses, the 
book of Job, which Carlyle calls "the grandest poem written by 
the pen of man.” 

The Arabs love a roaming life, are simple and temperate, cour- 
teous, respectful, hospitable, imaginative, fond of poetry and 
eloquence, careless of human life, revengeful, sensual, and fanatic- 
al. Arabia, protected by its deserts, was never properly con- 
quered by a foreign nation. 

The religious capital of Isl&m, and the birthplace of its founder 
— its Jerusalem and Eome — is Mecca (or Mekka), one of the 
oldest cities of Arabia. It is situated sixty-five miles East of 
Jiddah on the Red Sea, two hundred and forty-five miles South 
of Medina}, in a narrow and sterile valley and shut in by bare 
hills. It numbered in its days of prosperity over one hundred 
thousand inhabitants, now only about forty-five thousand. It 
stands under the immediate control of the Sultan. The streets 
are broad, but unpaved, dusty in summer, muddy in winter. 
The houses are built of brick or stone, three or four stories high ; 
the rooms better furnished than is usual in the East. They are 
a chief source of revenue by being let to the pilgrims. There is 
scarcely a garden or cultivated field in and around Mecca, and 
only here and there a thorny acacia and stunted brushwood 
relieves the eye. The city derives all its fruit — watermelons, 
dates, cucumbers, limes, grapes, apricots, figs, almonds — from 
T&if and Wady Fatima, which during the pilgrimage season 
send more than one hundred camels daily to the capital. The 
inhabitants are indolent, though avaricious, and make their living 
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chiefly of the pilgrims who annually flock fhither by thousands 
and tens of thousands from all parte of the Mohammedan world. 
None but Moslems are allowed to enter Mecca, but a few Chris- 
tian travellers — Ali Bey (the assumed name of the Sp aniar d, 
Domingo Badia y Leblich, d. 1818), Burckhardt in 1814, Bur- 
ton in 1852, Maltzan in 1862, Keane in 1880 — have visited it in 
Mussulman disguise, and at the risk of their lives. To them we 
owe our knowledge of the place. 1 

The most holy place in Mecca is Al-Kaaba, a small ob- 
long temple, so called from its cubic form. 2 To it the faces 
of millions of Moslems are devoutly turned in prayer five times 
a day. It is inclosed by the great mosque, which corresponds in 
importance to the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem and St Peter’s 
cathedral in Borne, and can hold about thirty-five thousand per- 
sons. It is surrounded by colonnades, chambers, domes and 
minarets. Near it is the bubbling well Zemzem, from which 
Hagar and Ishmael are said to have quenched their burning thirst: 
The Kaaba is much older than Mecca. Diodorus Siculus men- 
tions it as the oldest and most honored temple in his time. It 
is supposed to have been first built by angels in the shape of a 
tent and to have been let down from heaven; there Adam wor- 
shipped after his expulsion from Paradise; Seth substituted a 
structure of day and stone for a tent; after the destruction by 
the deluge Abraham and Ishmael reconstructed it, and their 
footsteps are shown. 3 It was entirely rebuilt in 1627. It con- 

1 See Ali Bey’s Travels in Asia and Africa, 1803-1807 (1814, 3 vols.) ; the 
works of Burckhardt, and Burton mentioned before; and Muir, 1. 1-9. 

1 The Cube-house or Square house, Maiscm carree. It is also called Beit TJU 
la h, ( Beth-d ), i. e. House of God. It is covered with doth. See a description 
in Burckhardt, Travels, Loud., 1829, p. 136, Burton H. 154, Sprenger IL 340, 
and Khan Bahador’s Essay on the Exstory of the Eoly Mecca (a part of the work 
above quoted). Burckhardt gives the size: 18 paces long, 14 broad, 35 to 40 
feet high. Burton : 22 paces (= 55 English feet) long, 18 paces (45 feet) broad. 

* Bahadur says, L c. : “The most ancient and authentic of all the local tradi- 
tions of Arabia ... represent the temple of the Kaaba as having been constructed 
in the 42d century A. M, or 19th century B. C, by Abraham, who was assisted 
in his work by his son Ishmael.” Ha quotes Gen. xii. 7 ; Tin. 18 in proof that 
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tains the famous Black Stoke , 1 in the North-Eastern comer 
near the door. This is probably a meteoric stone, or of volcanic 
origin, and served originally as an altar. The Arabs believe 
that it fell from Paradise with. Adam, and was as white as 
milk, but turned black on account of man’s sins . 2 It is semi- 
circular in shape, measures about six inches in height, and 
eight inches in breadth, is four or five feet from the ground, 
of reddish black color, polished by innumerable kisses (like the 
foot of the Peter-statue in St. Peter’s at Rome), encased in silver, 
and covered with black silk and inscriptions from the Koran. 
It was an object of veneration from time immemorial, and is 
still devoutly kissed or touched by the Moslem pilgrims on each 
of their seven circuits around the temple . 3 

Mohammed subsequently cleared the Kaaba of all relics of 
idolatry, and made it the place of pilgrimage for his followers. 
He invented or revived the legend that Abraham by divine 
command sent his son Ishmael with Hagar to Mecca to establish 
there the true worship and the pilgrim festival. He says in the 
Koran: “God hath appointed the Kaaba, the sacred house, to 
be a station for mankind,” and, “ Remember when we appointed 
the sanctuary as man’s resort and safe retreat, and said, ‘Take 
ye the station of Abraham for a place of prayer.’ And we com- 
manded Abraham and Ishmael, ‘Purify my house for those who 
shall go in procession round it, and those who shall bow down 
and prostrate themselves .’” 1 

Abraham raised "altars for God’s worship on every spot where he himself had 
adored Him,” But the Bible nowhere says that he ever was in Mecca. 

1 It is called in Arabic Hhajera el-Assou&d, the Heavenly Stone, Muir 
II. 35. 

3 Bahador discredits this and other foolish traditions, and tbinTra that the 
Black Stone was a piece of rock from the neighboring Abba Kobais mountain, 
and put in its present place by Ishmael at the desire of Abraham. 

3 See pictures of the Kaaba and the Black Stone, in Bahador, and also in 
Muir, H. 18, and description, II. 34 sqq. 

4 BodwelPs translation, pp. 446 and 648. Sprenger, II. 279, regards the 
Moslem legend of the Abrahamic origin of the Kaaba worship as a pure inven 
tion of Mohammed, of which there is no previous trace. 
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Arabia had at the time when Mohammed appeared, all the 
elements for a wild, warlike, eclectic religion like the one which 
he established. It was inhabited by heathen star-worshippers, 
Jews, and Christians. 

The heathen were the ruling race, descended from Tab-mac l, 
the bastard son of Abraham (Ibrahim), the real sons of the 
desert, full of animal life and energy. They had their sanctuary 
in the Kaaba at Mecca, which attracted annually large numbers 
of pilgrims long before Mohammed. 

The Jews, after the destruction of Jerusalem, were scattered 
in Arabia, especially in the district of Medina, and exerted con- 
siderable influence by their higher culture and rabbinical tra- 
ditions. 

The Christians belonged mostly to the various heretical sects 
which were expelled from the Roman empire during the violent 
doctrinal controversies of the fourth and fifth centuries. We 
find there traces of Arians, Sabellians, Ebionites, Nestorians, 
Eutychians, Monophysites, Marianites, and Collyridians or wor- 
shippers of Mary. Anchorets and monks settled in large num- 
bers in Wady Feiran around Mount Serbal, and Justinian laid 
the foundation of the Convent of St. Catharine at the foot of 
Mount Sinai, which till the year 1859 harbored the oldest 
and most complete uncial manuscript of the Greek Scriptures of 
both Testaments from the age of Constantine. But it was a 
very superficial and corrupt Christianity which had found a 
home in those desert regions, where even the apostle Paul spent 
three years after his conversion in silent preparation for his great 
mission. 

These three races and religions, though deadly hostile to each 
other, alike revered Abraham, the father of the faithful, as their 
common ancestor. This fact might suggest to a great m i nd the 
idea to unite them by a national religion monotheistio in princi- 
ple and eclectic in its character. This seems to have been the 
original project of the founder of Isl&m. 

It is made certain by recent research that there were at the 
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time and before the call of Mohammed a considerable number 
of inquirers at Mecca and Medina, who had intercourse with 
Eastern Christians in Syria and Abyssinia, were dissatisfied with 
the idolatry around them, and inclined to monotheism, which 
they traced to Abraham. They called themselves Hanyfs , i. e. 
Converts , Puritans. One of them, Omayah of Taif, we know to 
have been under Christian influence; others seem to have de- 
rived their monotheistic ideas from Judaism. Some of the early 
converts of Mohammed as, Zayd (his favorite slave), Omayah, 
or Umaijah (a popular poet), and Waraka (a cousin of Chadijah 
and a student' of the Holy Scriptures of the Jews and Christians) 
belonged to this sect, and even Mohammed acknowledged him- 
self at first a Hanyf. 1 Waraka, it is said, believed in him, as 
long as he was a Hanyf, but then forsook him, and died a Chris- 
tian or a Jew. 2 

Mohammed consolidated and energized this reform-movement, 
and gave it a world-wide significance, under the new name of 
IsUtm, i. e. resignation to God; whence Moslem, (or Muslim ), 
one who resigns himself to God. 

§ 42. Life and Character of Mohammed. 

Mohammed, an unschooled, self-taught, semi-barbarous son of 
nature, of noble birth, handsome person, imaginative, energetic, 
brave, the ideal of a Bedouin chief, was destined to become the 
political and religious reformer, the poet, prophet, priest, and 
king of Arabia. 

He was born about A.D. 570 at Mecca, the only child of a 

1 Sprenger L 45: “Die bisher unbekannt gebliebenen Hanyfm warm die Vor- 
laufer des Mohammad. Er timid sick sdbst einen Hanyf, und wdhrend der ersten 
Periode seines Lehramtes hat er wenig anderes gethan, als ihre Lekre bestatigt” 

2 According to Sprenger, I. 91 sqq., he died a Christian ; but Deutsch, L e p. 
77, says: “Whatever Waraka was originally, he certainly lived and died a 
J ew.” He infers this from the fret that when asked by Chadijah for his opinion 
concerning Mohammed's revelations, he cried out: “Koddusf Koddusl (i. e., 
Kadosh, Holy). Verily this is the Namus (l e., vdfiog, Law) which came to 
Moses. He will be the prophet of his people.” 
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young widow named Amina. 1 His father Abdallah had died a 
few months before in his twenty-fifth year on a merremtilA jour- 
ney in Medina, and left to his orphan five eame1g > some sheep 
and a slave girl. 2 He belonged to the heathen family of the 
Hashim, which was not wealthy, but claimed lineal descent from 
Ishmael, and was connected with the Koreish or Korashites, the 
leading tribe of the Arabs and the hereditary g uardians of the 
sacred Kaaba. 3 Tradition surrounds his advent in the world 
with a halo of marvellous legends : he was bom circumcised 
and with his navel cut, with the seal of prophecy written on his 
back in letters of light; he prostrated himself at once on the 
ground, and, raising his hands, prayed for the pardon of his 
people; three persons, brilliant as the sun, one holding a silver 
goblet, the second an emerald tray, the third a silken towel, ap- 
peared from heaven, washed him seven times, then blessed and 
saluted him as the “Prince of Mankind.” He was nursed by a 
healthy Bedouin woman of the desert. When a boy of four 
years he was seized with something like a fit of epilepsy, which 

1 We know accurately the date of Mohammed’s death (June 8, 632), but the 
year of his birth only by reckoning backwards ; and as his age is variously 
stated from sixty-one to sixty-five, there is a corresponding difference in the 
statements of the year of his birth. De Sacy fixes it April 20, 571, von Ham- 
mer 569, Muir Aug. 20, 570, Sprenger between May 13, 567, and April 13, 571, 
but afterwards (1. 138), April 20, 571, as most in accordance with early tra- 
dition. 

3 According to Ibn Ishak and W&ckidi. Babador adopts this tradition, in 
the last of his essays which treats of “ the Birth and Childhood of Mohammed.” 
But according to other accounts, Abdallah died several months (seven or 
eighteen) after Mohammed’s birth. Muir, 1. 11; Sprenger, 1. 138, 

5 On the pedigree of Mohammed, see an essay in the work of Syed Ahmed 
Khan Bahador, and Muir I. 242-271. The Koreish were not exactly priests, 
but watched the temple, kept the keys, led the processions, and provided for 
the pilgrims. H&sliim, Mohammed’s great-grandfather (b. A. D. 442), thus 
addressed the Koreish: “Ye are the neighbors of God and the keepers of his 
house. The pilgrims who come honoring the sanctity of his temple^ are his 
guests; and it is meet that ye should entertain them above all other guests. 
Ye are especially chosen of God and exalted unto this high dignity; wherefore 
honor his guests and refresh them.” He himself set an example of munificent 
hospitality, and each of the Koreish contributed according to his ability. Muir 
L CCXLVTL 
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W&ckidi and other historians transformed into a miraculous 
occurrence. He was often subject to severe headaches and fever- 
ish conv ulsi ons, in which he fell on the ground like a drunken 
man, and snored like a camel. 1 In his sixth year he lost his 
mother on the return from Medina, whither she had taken him 
on camel’s back to visit the maternal relations of his father, and 
was carried back to Mecca by his nurse, a faithful slave girl. 
He was taken care of by his aged grandfather, Abd al Motkalib, 
and after his death in 578 by his uncle Abu T&lib, who had two 
wives and ten children, and, though poor and no believer in his 
nephew’s mission, generously protected him to the end. 

He accompanied his uncle on a commercial journey to Syria, 
passing through the desert, ruined cities of old, and Jewish and 
Christian settlements, which must have made a deep impression 
on his youthful imagination. 

Mohammed made a scanty living as an attendant on caravans 
and by watching sheep and goats. The latter is rather a disre- 
putable occupation among the Arabs, and left to unmarried 
women and slaves; but he afterwards gloried in it by appealing 
to the example of Moses and David, and said that God never 
calls a prophet who has not been a shepherd before. According 
to tradition — for, owing to the strict prohibition of images, we 
have no likeness of the prophet — he was of medium size, rather 
slender, but broad-shouldered and of strong muscles, had black 
eyes and hair, an oval-shaped face, white teeth, a long nose, a 
patriarchal beard, and a commanding look. His step was quick 
and firm. He wore white cotton stuff, but on festive occa- 
sions fine linen striped or dyed in red. He did everything 
for himself; to the last he mended his own clothes, and cobbled 
his sandals, and aided his wives in sewing and cooking. He 
laughed and smiled often. He had a most fertile imagination 
and a genius for poetry and religion, but no learning. He was 
an “illiterate prophet,” in this respect resembling some of the 

1 Sprenger has a long chapter on this disease of Mohammed, which he calls 
with Schonlein, hysteria, muscularis, L 207-268. 
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prophets of Israel and the fishermen of Galilee. It is a dis- 
puted question among Moslem and Christian scholars whether 
he could even read and write . 1 Probably he could not. He 
dictated the Koran from inspiration to his disciples and ftWka , 
What knowledge he possessed, he picked up on the way from 
intercourse with men, from hearing books read, and especially 
from his travels. 

In his twenty-fifth year he married a rich widow, Chadijah 
(or Chadldsha), who was fifteen years older than himself, and 
who had previously hired him to carry on the mercantile busi- 
ness of her former husband. Her father was opposed to the 
match; but she made and kept him drunk until the ceremony 
was completed. He took charge of her caravans with great suc- 
cess, and made several journeys. The marriage was happy and 
fruitful of six children, two sons and four daughters; but all 
died except little FMma, who became the mother of innumera- 
ble legitimate and illegitimate descendants of the prophet. He 
also adopted Ali, whose close connection with him became so 
important in the history of Isl&m. He was faithful to Chadi- 
jah, and held her in grateful remembrance after her death . 2 He 
used to say, “Chadijah believed in me when nobody else did.” 
He married afterwards a number of wives, who caused him 
much trouble and scandal. His favorite wife, Ayesha, was more 
jealous of the dead Chadijah than any of her twelve or more 


1 Sprenger discusses the question, and answers it in the affirmative, YoL II. 
398 sqq. The Koran (29) says: “Formerly [before I sent down the book, i. e. 
the Koran] thou didst not read any book nor write one with thy right hand” 
From this, some Moslems infer that after the reception of the Koran, he was 
supernaturally taught to read and write ; but others hold that he was ignorant 
of both. Syed Ahmed Khan Bahador says : “Not the least doubt now exists 
that the Prophet was wholly unacquainted with the art of writing, being also, 
as a matter of course (?), unable to read the hand-writing of others ; for which rea- 
son, and for this only, he was called Ummee” (illiterate). 

* Sprenger attributes his faithfulness to Chadyga (as he spells the name) not 
to his merit, but to his dependence. She kept her fortune under her own con- 
trol* «nd gave him only as much as he needed. 
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living rivals, for he constantly held up the toothless old woman 
as the model of a wife. 

On his commercial journeys to Syria, he became acquainted 
with Jews and Christians, and acquired an imperfect knowledge 
of their traditions. He spent much of his time in retirement, 
prayer, fasting, and meditation. He had violent convulsions 
and epileptic fits, which his enemies, and at first he himself, 
traced to demoniacal possessions, but afterwards to the over- 
powering presence of God. His soul was fired with the idea of 
the divine unity, which became his ruling passion; and then he 
awoke to the bold thought that he was a messenger of God, 
called to warn his countrymen to escape the judgment and the 
damnation of hell by forsaking idolatry and worshipping the 
only true God. His monotheistic enthusiasm was disturbed, 
though not weakened, by his ignorance and his imperfect sense 
of the difference between right and wrong. 

In his fortieth year (A.D. 610), he received the call of Ga- 
briel, the archangel at the right hand of God, who announced 
the birth of the Saviour to the Virgin Mary. The first revela- 
tion was made to him in a trance in the wild solitude of Mount 
Hira, an hour’s walk from Mecca. He was directed “ to cry in 
the name of the Lord.” He trembled, as if something dreadful 
had happened to him, and hastened home to his wife, who told 
him to rejoice, for he would be the prophet of his people. He 
waited for other visions; but none came. He went up to Mount 
Hir& again — this time to commit suicide. But as often as he 
approached the precipice, he beheld Gabriel at the end of the 
horizon saying to him : “I am Gabriel, and thou art Moham- 
med, the prophet of God. Fear not!” He then commenced 
his career of a prophet and founder of a new religion, which 
combined various elements of the three religions represented 
in Arabia, but was animated and controlled by the faith in 
Allah, as an almighty, ever-present and working will. From 
this time on, his life was enacted before the eyes of the world, 
and is embodied in his deeds and in the Koran. 
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The revelations continued from time to time for more than 
twenty years. When asked how they were delivered to him, 
he replied (as reported by Ayesha): “Sometimes like the sound 
of a bell — a kind of communication which was very severe for 
me ; and when the sounds ceased, I found myself aware of the 
instructions. And sometimes the angel would come in the form 
of a man, and converse with me, and all his words I remem- 
bered.” 

After his call, Mohammed labored first for three years among 
his family and friends, under great discouragements, making 
about forty converts, of whom his wife Chadijah was the first, 
his father-in-law, Abu Bakr, and the young, energetic Omar 
the most important. His daughter Fatima, his adopted son Alt, 
and his slave Zayd likewise believed in his divine missi on. 
Then he publicly announced his determination to assume by 
command of God the office of prophet and lawgiver, preached 
to the pilgrims flocking to Mecca, attacked Meccan idolatry, 
reasoned with his opponents, answered their demand for mira- 
cles by producing the Koran “ leaf by leaf,” as occasion de- 
manded, and provoked persecution and civil commotion. He 
was forced in the year 622 to flee for his life with his followers 
from Mecca to Medina (El-Medina an-Nabi, the City of the Pro- 
phet), a distance of two hundred and fifty miles North, or ten 
days’ journey over the sands and rocks of the desert. 

This flight or emigration, called Hegira or Hidshra, marks 
the beginning of his wonderful success, and of the Mohammedan 
era (July 15, 622). He was recognized in Medina as prophet 
and lawgiver. At first he proclaimed toleration: “Let there 
be no compulsion in religion;” but afterwards he revealed* the 
opposite principle that all unbelievers must be summoned to 
Isl&m, tribute, or the sword. With an increasing army of his 
enthusiastic followers, he took the field against his enemies, 
gained in 624 his first victory over the Koreish with an army 
of 305 (mostly citizens of Medina) against a force twice as 
large, conquered several Jewish and Christian tribes, ordered 
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and watched in person the massacre of six hundred Jews In one 
day, 1 while their wives and children were sold into slavery 
(627), triumphantly entered Mecca (630), demolished the three 
hundred and sixty idols of the Kaaba, and became master of 
Arabia. The Koreish were overawed by his success, and now 
shouted: “There is but one God, and Mohammed is his prophet.” 
The various tribes were melted into a nation, and their old 
hereditary feuds changed into a common fanatical hatred of the 
infidels, as the followers of all other religions were called. The 
last chapter of the Koran commands the remorseless extermina- 
tion of all idolaters in Arabia, unless they submit within four 
months. 

In the tenth year of the Hegira, the prophet made his last 
pilgrimage to Mecca at the head of forty thousand Moslems, 
instructed them in all important ordinances, and exhorted them 
to protect the weak, the poor, and the women, and to abstain 
from usury. He planned a large campaign against the Greeks. 

But soon after his return to Medina, he died of a violent fever 
in the house and the arms of Ayesha, June 8, 632, in the sixty- 
third year of his age, and was buried on the spot where he died, 
which is now enclosed by a mosque. He suffered great pain, 
cried and wailed, turned on his couch in despair, and said to his 
wives when they expressed their surprise at his conduct: “Do 
ye not know that prophets have to suffer more than all others? 
One was eaten up by vermin; another died so poor that he 
had nothing but rags to cover his shame; but their reward 
will be all the greater in the life beyond.” Among his last 
utterances were: “The Lord destroy the Jews and Christians! 
Let “his anger be kindled against those that turn the tombs 
of their prophets into places of worship! 0 Lord, let not 
my tomb be an object of worship ! Let there not remain any 
faith but that of Isl&m throughout the whole of Arabia. . . . 
Gabriel, come dose to me! Lord, grant me pardon and join 

1 So Sprenger, m. 221. Others give seven hundred and ninety as the nnm - 
ber of Jews who were beheaded in a ditch* 
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me to thy companionship on high! Eternity in paradise! 
Pardon! Yes, the blessed companionship on high !” 1 

Omar would not believe that Mohammed was dead, and pro- 
claimed in the mosque of Medina: "The prophet has only 
swooned away; he shall not die until he have rooted out every 
hypocrite and unbeliever.” But Abu Bakr silenced him and 
said: "Whosoever worships Mohammed, let him know that 
Mohammed is dead; but whosoever worships God, let him 
know that the Lord liveth, and will never die.” Abu Bakr, 
whom he had loved most, was chosen Calif, or Successor of 
Mohammed. 

Later tradition, and even the earliest biography, ascribe to the 
prophet of Mecca strange miracles, and surround his name with 
a mythical halo of glory. He was saluted by walking trees 
and stones; he often made by a simple touch the udders of dry 
goats distend with milk; he caused floods of water to well up 
from the parched ground, or gush forth from empty vessels, or 
issue from betwixt the fingers; he raised the dead; he made a 
night journey on his steed Borak through the air from Mecca to 
Jerusalem, from Jerusalem to paradise and the mansions of the 
prophets and angels, and back again to Mecca . 2 But he himself, 
in several passages of the Koran, expressly disclaims the power 
of miracles; he appeals to the internal proofs of his doctrine, 
and shields himself behind the providence of God, who refuses 
those signs which might diminish the merit of faith and aggra- 
vate the guilt of unbelief.* 

1 See Sprenger, HI. 552 sqq., Muir, IV. 270 sqq. 

* This absurd story, circumstantially described by Abnlfeda, is probably based 
on a dream which Mohammed himself relates in the Koran, Sura 17, entitled 
The Night Journey: "Glory be to Him who carried his servant by night from 
the sacred temple of Mecca to the temple that is remote” [i. e. in Jerusalem]. 
In the Dome of the Rock on Mount Moriah, the hand-prints of the angel Gar 
briel are shown in the mysterious rock which attempted to follow Mohammed 
to its native quarry in Paradise, but was kept back by the angel! 

*See an interesting essay on the “Miracles of Mohammed” in Tholuck’s 
Miscellaneous Essays (1839), VoL L, pp. 1-27. Also Muir, I., pp. 65 sqq.; 
Sprenger, II. 413 sqq. 
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Character of Mohammed. 

The Koran, if chronologically arranged, must be regarded as 
the best commentary on his character. While his followers re- 
gard him to this day as the greatest prophet of God, he was long 
abhorred in Christendom as a wicked impostor, as the antichrist, 
or the false prophet, predicted in the Bible, and inspired by the 
father of lies. 

The calmer judgment of recent historians inclines to the be- 
lief that he combined the good and bad qualities of an Oriental 
chief, and that in the earlier part of his life he was a sincere 
reformer and enthusiast, but after the establishment of his king- 
dom a slave of ambition for conquest. He was a better man in 
the period of his adversity and persecution at Mecca, than during 
his prosperity and triumph at Medina. History records many 
examples of characters rising from poverty and obscurity to 
greatness, and then decaying under the sunshine of wealth and 
power. He degenerated, like Solomon, but did not repent, like 
the preacher of “vanity of vanities.” He had a melancholic 
and nervous temperament, liable to fantastic hallucinations and 
alternations of high excitement and deep depression, bordering 
at times on despair and suicide. The story of his early and fre- 
quent epileptic fits throws some light on his revelations, during 
which he sometimes growled like a camel, foamed at his mouth, 
and streamed with perspiration. He believed in evil spirits, 
omens, charms, and dreams. His mind was neither clear nor 
sharp, but strong and fervent, and under the influence of an exu- 
berant imagination. He was a poet of high order, and the Koran 
is the first classic in Arabic literature. He believed himself 
to be a prophet, irresistibly impelled by supernatural influence 
to teach and warn his fellow-men. He started with the over- 
powering conviction of the unity of God and a horror of idola- 
try, and wished to rescue his countrymen from this sin of sins 
and from the terrors of the judgment to come ; but gradually he 
rose above the office of a national reformer to that of the founder 
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of a universal religion, which was to absorb the other religions, 
and to be propagated by violence. It is difficult to draw the 
line in such a character between honest zeal and selfish ambition, 
the fear of God and the love of power and glory. 

He despised a throne and a diadem, lived with his wives in 
a row of low and homely cottages of unbaked bricks, and aided 
them in their household duties; he was strictly temperate in eat- 
ing and drinking, his chief diet being dates and water; he was 
not ashamed to milk his goats, to mend his clothes and to cobble 
his shoes; his personal property at his death amounted to some 
confiscated lands, fourteen or fifteen slaves, a few camels and 
mules, a hundred sheep, and a rooster. This simplicity of a 
Bedouin Sheikh of the desert contrasts most favorably with the 
luxurious style and gorgeous display of Mo hamm ed’s successors, 
the Califs and Sultans, who have dozens of palaces and harems 
filled with eunuchs and women that know nothing beyond the 
vanities of dress and etiquette and a little music. He was 
easy of access to visitors who approached him with faith and 
reverence; patient, generous, and (according to Ayesha) as 
modest and bashful “as a veiled virgin.” But towards his 
enemies he was cruel and revengeful. He did not shrink from 
perfidy. He believed in the use of the sword as the best mis- 
sionary, and was utterly unscrupulous as to the means of success. 
He had great moral, but little physical courage; he braved for 
thirteen years the taunts and threats of the people, but never 
exposed himself to danger in battle, although he always accom- 
panied his forces. 

Mohammed was a slave of sensual passion. Ayesha, who knew 
him best in his private character and habits, used to say: “The 
prophet loved three things, women, perfumes and food; he had 
his heart’s desire of the two first, but not of the last.” The mo- 
tives of his excess in polygamy were his sensuality which grew 
with his years, and his desire for male offspring. His followers 
excused or justified him by the examples of Abraham, David 
and Solomon, and by the difficulties of his prophetic office, which 
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were so great that God gave him a compensation in sexual en- 
joyment, and endowed him with greater capacity than thirty 
ordinary men. For twenty-four years he had but one wife, his 
beloved Chadijah, who died in 619, aged sixty-five, but only two 
months after her death he married a widow named Sawda (April 
619), and gradually increased his harem, especially during the 
last two years of his life. When he heard of a pretty woman, 
says Sprenger, he asked her hand, but was occasionally refused. 
He had at least fourteen legal wives, and a number of slave con- 
cubines besides. At his death he left nine widows. He claimed 
special revelations which gave him greater liberty of sexual indul- 
gence than ordinary Moslems (who are restricted to four wives), 
and exempted him from the prohibition of marrying near rela- 
tives. 1 He married by divine command, as he alleged, Zeynab, 
the wife of Zayd, his adopted son and bosom-friend. His wives 
were all widows except Ayesha. One of them was a beautiful 
and rich Jewess ; she was despised by her sisters, who sneeringly 
said: "Pshaw, a Jewess!” He told her to reply: “Aaron is my 
father and Moses my uncle !” Ayesha, the daughter of Abft 
Bakr, was his especial favorite. He married her when she was 
a girl of nine years, and he fifty-three years old. She brought 
her doll-babies with her, and amused and charmed the prophet 
by her playfulness, vivacity and wit. She could read, had a copy 
of the Koran, and knew more about theology, genealogy and 
poetry than all the other widows of Mohammed. He announced 
that she would be his wife also in Paradise. Yet she was not 
free from suspicion of unfaithfulness until he received a revela- 

1 He speaks freely of this subject in the Koran, Sur. 4, and 33. In the latter 
(Rodman’s transL, p. 568) this scandalous passage occurs: “O Prophet 1 we 
allow thee thy wives whom thou hast dowered, and the slaves whom thy right 
hand possesseth out of the booty which God hath granted thee, and the daugh- 
ters of thy unde, and of thy paternal and maternal aunts who fled with thee to 
Medina, and any believing woman who hath given herself up to the Prophet, 
if the Prophet desired to wed her, a privilege for thee above the rest of the faith- 
ful.” Afterwards in the same Sura (p. 569) he says : “ Ye must not trouble the 
Apostle of God, nor marry his wives after him forever. This would be a grave 
offence with God.” 
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tion of her innocence. After his death she was the most sacred 
person among the Moslems and the highest authority on religions 
and legal questions. She survived her husband forty-seven 
years and died at Medina, July 13, 678, aged sixty-seven years. 1 

In his ambition for a hereditary dynasty, Mohammed was 
sadly disappointed : he lost his two sons by Chadijah, and a third 
one by Mary the Egyptian, his favorite concubine. 

To compare such a man with Jesus, is preposterous and even 
blasphemous. J esus was the sinless Saviour of sinners ; Moham- 
med was a sinner, and he knew and confessed it He falls far 
below Moses, or Elijah, or any of the prophets and apostles in 
moral purity. But outside of the sphere of revelation, he ranks 
with Confucius, and Cakya Muni the Buddha, among the 
greatest founders of religions and lawgivers of nations. 

§ 43. The Conquests of Islkm. 

“ The sword,” says Mohammed, “ is the key of heaven and 
hell; a drop of blood shed in the cause of Allah, a night spent 
in arms, is of more avail than two months of fasting or prayer : 
whosoever falls in battle, his sins are forgiven, and at the day of 
judgment his limbs shall be supplied by the wings of angels and 
cherubim.” This is the secret of his success. Idolaters had to 
choose between Isl&m, slavery, and death; Jews and Christians 
were allowed to purchase a limited toleration by the payment of 
tribute, but were otherwise kept in degrading bondage. History 

1 Sprenger, HL 61-87, gives a full account of fourteen wives of Mohammed, 
and especially of Ayesha, according to the list of Zohry and Ibn Saad. Sprenger 
says, p. 37 : 11 Ber Prophet hatte kerne Wohnung fur sichsdbsL Sein Hauptquartier 
war in der Hutte der Ayischa und die offendichen Geschafte verrichtete er in der 
Moschee, aber er brachte jede Nacht bei einer seiner Frauen m und war , wie es 
scheint, auch %hr Gast beim Essen* Er ging aber tdglich, wenn er bei guter Laune 
war } bei alien seinen Frauen umher, gab jeder einen Kuss, spmch einige Worte und 
spielte mit i hr . Wir haben gesehen , doss seine FamHie nem Hiitten besass; dies 
war auch die AnmM der Frauen, welche er bei seinem Tode Mnterliess . Both gab 
es Zeiten, m denen sein Harem starker war. Er brachte dann einige seiner Schonen 
in den Hausem von Nachbam unter. Es kam auch vor, doss ewei Frauen eine 
Hutte bewohnten . Stiefkinder wohnten, so lange siejwng waren, bei ihren MuUernP 
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records no soldiers of greater bravery inspired by religion than 
the Moslem conquerors, except Cromwell’s Ironsides, and the 
Scotch Covenanters, who fought with purer motives for a nobler 
cause. 

The Califs, Mohammed’s successors, who like him united the 
priestly and kingly dignity; carried on his conquests with the 
battle-cry: “Before you is paradise, behind you are death and 
hell.” Inspired by an intense fanaticism, and aided by the weak- 
ness of the Byzantine empire and the internal distractions of the 
Greek Church, the wild sons of the desert, who were content with 
the plainest food, and disciplined in the school of war, hardship 
and recklessness of life, subdued Palestine, Syria, and Egypt, 
embracing the classical soil of primitive Christianity. Thousands 
of Christian churches in the patriarchal dioceses of Jerusalem, 
Antioch and Alexandria, were ruthlessly destroyed, or converted 
into mosques. Twenty-one years after the death of Mohammed the 
Crescent ruled over a realm as large as the Roman Empire. Even 
Constantinople was besieged twice (668 and 717), although in 
vain. The terrible efficacy of the newly invented “Greek fire,” 
and the unusual severity of a long winter defeated the enemy, 
and saved Eastern and Northern Europe from the blight of 
the Koran. A large number of nominal Christians who had so 
fiercely quarreled with each other about unfruitful subtleties of 
their creeds, surrendered their faith to the conqueror. In 707 
the North African provinces, where ouce St. Augustin had 
directed the attention of the church to the highest problems of 
theology and religion, fell into the hands of the Arabs. 

In 711 they crossed from Africa to Spain and established an 
independent Califate at Cordova. The moral degeneracy and 
dis sensions of the "Western Goths facilitated their subjugation. 
Encouraged by such success, the Arabs crossed the Pyrenees and 
boasted that they would soon stable their horses in St. Peter’s 
cathedral in Rome, but the defeat of Abd-er Rahman by Charles 
Martel between Poitiers and Tours in 782 — one hundred and ten 
years after the Hegira — checked their progress in the West, and 
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in 1492 — the same year in which Columbus discovered a new 
Continent — Ferdinand defeated the last Moslem army in Spain 
at the gates of Granada and drove them back to Africa. The 
palace and citadel of the Alhambra, with its court of lions, its 
delicate arabesques and fretwork, and its aromatic gardens and 
groves, still remains, a gorgeous ruin of the power of the Moor- 
ish kings. 

In the East the Moslems made new conquests. In the ninth 
century they subdued Persia, Afghanistan, and a large part of 
India. They reduced the followers of Zoroaster to a few scattered 
communities, and conquered a vast territory of B rahmin is m and 
Buddhism even beyond the Granges. The Seliuk Turks in the 
eleventh century, and the Mongols in the thirteenth, adopted the 
religion of the Califs whom they conquered. Constantinople 
fell at last into the hands of the Turks in 1453, and the magni- 
ficent church of St. Sophia, the glory of Justinian’s reign, was 
turned into a mosque where the Koran is read instead of the 
Gospel, the reader holding the drawn scimetar in his hand. From 
Constantinople the Turks threatened the German empire, and it 
was not till 1683 that they were finally defeated by Sobieski at 
the gates of Vienna and driven back across the Danube. 

With the senseless fury of fanaticism and pillage the Tartar 
Turks have reduced the fairest portions of Eastern Europe to 
desolation and ruin. With sovereign contempt for all other 
religions, they subjected the Christians to a condition of virtual 
servitude, treating them like “ dogs,” as they call them. They did 
not intermeddle with their internal affairs, but made merchandise 
of ecclesiastical offices. The death penalty was suspended over 
every attempt to convert a Mussulman. Apostasy from the feith 
is also treason to the state, and merits the severest punishment in 
this world, as well as everlasting damnation in the world to come. 

After the Crimean war in 1856, the death penally for apostasy 
was nominally abolished in the dominions of the Sultan, and in 
the Berlin Treaty of 1878 liberty of religion (more than mere 
toleration) was guaranteed to all existing sects in the Turkish 
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empire, but the old fanaticism will yield only to superior force , 
and the guarantee of liberty is not understood to imply the liberty 
of propaganda among Moslems. Christian sects have liberty to 
prey on each other, but woe to them if they invade the sacred 
province of Islam. 1 

A Mohammedan tradition contains a curious prophecy that 
Christ, the son of Mary, will return as the last Calif to judge 
the world. 2 The impression is gaining ground among the Mos- 
lems that they will be unable ultimately to withstand the steady 
progress of Christianity and Western civilization. The Sultan, 
the successor of the Califs, is a mere shadow on the throne 
trembling for his life. The dissolution of the Turkish empire? 
which may be looked for at no distant future, will break the 
backbone of Isl4m, and open the way for the true solution of 
the Eastern question — the moral regeneration of the Lands of 
the Bible by the Christianity of the Bible. 


§ 44. The Koran, and the Bible. 

“Mohammed’s truth lay in a sacred Boot, 

Christ’s in a holy Life ” — Milnes (Palm-Leaves). 

The Koran 3 is the sacred book, the Bible of the Mohamme- 
dans. It is their creed, their code of laws, their liturgy. It 
claims to be the product of divine inspiration by the arch- 

1 If Protestant missionaries enjoy more toleration and liberty in Turkey than 
in Roman Catholic Austria and in Greek Catholic Russia, it must be understood 
with the above limitation. Turkish toleration springs from proud contempt of 
Christianity in all its forms; Russian and Austrian intolerance, from despotism 
and bigoted devotion to a particular form of Christianity. 

2 Among the traditional sayings of Mohammed is this (Gerock, l. e., p. 132) : 
“I am nearest to Jesus, both as to the beginning and the end; for there is no 
prophet between me and Jesus; and at the aid of time he will be my repre- 
sentative and my successor. The prophets are all brethren, as they have one 
father, though their mothers are different The origin of all their religions is 
the same, and between me and Jesus there is no other prophet” 

2 Arabic quran, £ e. the reading or that which should be read, the book. It 
is read over and over again in all the mosques and schools. 
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angel Gabriel, wlio performed the function assigned to the 
Holy Spirit in the Scriptures. 1 The Mohammedans distinguish 
two kinds of revelations: those which were literally delivered as 
spoken by the angel (called Wahee Matloo , or the word of God), 
and those which give the sense of the inspired instruction in the 
prophet's own words (called Wahee Ghair Matloo , or Hadees). 
The prophet is named only five times, but is addressed by 
Gabriel all through the book with the w r ord /Say, as the reci- 
pient and sacred penman of the revelations. It consists of 114 
Suras 2 and 6,225 verses. Each Sura (except the ninth) begins 
with the formula (of Jewish origin) : “ In the name of Allah, 
the God of Mercy, the Merciful." 3 

1 Sura 53 (Rodwell, p. 64) : 

"The Koran is no other than a revelation revealed to him: 

One terrible in power [Gabriel, %. e. the Strong one of God] taught it him. 

Endued with wisdom, with even balance stood he 

In the highest part of the horizon. 

Ht, came nearer and approached, 

And was at the distance of two bows, or even closer,— 

And he revealed to his servant what he revealed.” 

1 add the view of a learned modem Mohammedan, Syed Ahmed Khan Ba- 
li ador, who says (1. e., Essay on the Holy Koran ) : "The Holy Koran was deli- 
vered to Mohammed neither in the form of graven tablets of stone, nor in that 
of cloven tongues of fire; nor was it necessary that the followers of Mohammed, 
like those of Moses, should be furnished with a copy or counterpart, in case the 
original should be lost. No mystery attended the delivery of it, for it was on 
Mohammed's heart that it was engraven, and it was with his tongue that it was 
communicated to all Arabia. The heart of Mohammed was the Sinai where he 
received the revelation, and his tablets of stone were the hearts of true believers.” 

2 Sura means either revelation, or chapter, or part of a chapter. The Mo- 
hammedan commentators refer it primarily to the succession of subjects or parts, 
like the rows of bricks in a wall. The titles of the Suras are generally taken 
from some leading topic or word in each, as "The Sun,” "The Star,” “The 
Charges,” "The Scattering,” "The Adoration,” "The Spider,” "Women,” 
"Hypocrites,” "Light,” "Jonas,” "The Cave,” "The Night Journey,” "The 
Cow,” " The Battle,” “The Victory” 

3 “Bismillahi 7 rrahonani ’rrahim” According to the Ulama (the professors 
of religion and law), "God of mercy” means merciful in great things; "the 
Merciful” means merciful in small things. But, according to E. W. Lane, 
"the first expresses an occasional sensation, the second a constant quality.” In 
other words, the one refers to acts, the other to a permanent attribute. 
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The Koran is composed in imperfect metre and rhyme (which 
is as natural and easy in the Arabic as in the Italian language). 
Its language is considered the purest Arabic. Its poetry some- 
what resembles Hebrew poetry in Oriental imagery and a sort 
of parallelism or correspondence of clauses, but it loses its charm 
in a translation; while the Psalms and Prophets can be repro- 
duced in any language without losing their original force and 
beauty. The Koran is held in superstitious veneration, and was 
regarded till recently as too sacred to be translated and to be 
sold like a common book . 1 

Mohammed prepared and dictated the Koran from time to 
time as he received the revelations and progressed in his career, 
not for readers, but for hearers, leaving much to the suggestive 
action of the public recital, either from memory or from copies 
taken down by his friends. Hence its occasional, fragmentary 
character. About a year after his death, at the direction of 
Abu-Bakr, his father-in-law and immediate successor, Zayd, 
the chief ansar or amanuensis of the Prophet, collected the 
scattered fragments of the Koran “from palm-leaves, and tab- 
lets of white stone, and from the breasts of men,” but without 
any regard to chronological order or continuity of subjects. 
Abu-Bakr committed this copy to the custody of Haphsa, one 
of Mohammed’s widows. It remained the standard during the 
ten years of Omar’s califate. As the different readings of 
copies occasioned serious disputes, Zayd, with several Koreish, 
was commissioned to secure the purify of the text in the Meccan 
dialect, and all previous copies were called in and burned. The 
recension of Zayd has been handed down with scrupulous care 
unaltered to this day, and various readings are almost unknown ; 
the differences being confined to the vowel-points, which were 

1 These samples are gradually giving way, at least in India, whom “printed 
copies, with inter-lineal versions in Persian and Urdoo — too literal to be intel- 
ligible — are commonly used.” Muir, The Cor&n, p. 48. The manuscript copies 
in the mosques, in the library of the Khedive in Cairo, and in many European 
libraries, are equal in caligraphic beauty to the finest mediaeval manuscripts of 
the Bible. 
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invented at a later period. The Koran contains many inconsis- 
tencies and contradictions; but the expositors hold that the later 
command supersedes the earlier. 

The restoration of the chronological order of the Suras is neces- 
sary for a proper understanding of the gradual development of 
Isl&m in the mind and character of its author . 1 There is a con- 
siderable difference between the Suras of the earlier, middle, and 
later periods. In the earlier, the poetic, wild, and rhapsodical ele- 
ment predominates; in the middle, the prosaic, narrative, and 
missionary; in the later, the official and legislative. Mohammed 
began with descriptions of natural objects, of judgment, of heaven 
and hell, impassioned, fragmentary utterances, mostly in brief 
sentences ; he went on to dogmatic assertions, historical statements 
from Jewish and Christian sources, missionary appeals and per- 
suasions; and he ended with the dictatorial commands of a 
legislator and warrior. u He who at Mecca is the admonisher 
and persuader, at Medina is the legislator and the warrior, wbe 
dictates obedience, and uses other weapons than the pen of the 
poet and the scribe. When business pressed, as at Medina, 
poetry makes way for prose , 2 and although touches of the poeti- 
cal element occasionally break forth, and he has to defend him- 
self up to a very late period against the charge of being merely 
a poet, yet this is rarely the case in the Medina Suras; and we 
are startled by finding obedience to God and the Apostle, God’s 
gifts and the Apostlds, God’s pleasure and the Aposttfs, spoken 
of in the same breath, and epithets, and attributes, applied to 
Allah, openly applied to Mohammed, as in Sura IX .” 3 

1 The present order, says Muir (Coran, p. 41), is almost a direct inversion of 
the natural chronological order; the longest which mostly belong to the later 
period of Mohammed, being placed first, and the shortest last. Weil, Sprenger, 
and Muir have paid much attention to the chronological arrangement. N61- 
deke also, in his GeeehidUe des QSrans, has fixed the order of the Suras, with a 
reasonable degree of certainty on the basis of Mohammedan traditions and a 
s earching analysis of the teat; and he has been mainly followed by Bodwell in 
his English version. 

* The ornament of metre and rhyme, however, is preserved throughout. 

* Eodwell, p. X. Comp. Deutsch, 1. &, p. 12L 
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The materials of the Koran, as far as they are not productions 
of the author’s own imagination, were derived from the floating 
traditions of Arabia and Syria, from rabbinical Judaism, and a 
corrupt Christianity, and adjusted to his purposes. 

Mohammed had, in his travels, come in contact with profes- 
sors of different religions, and on his first journey with camel- 
drivers he fell in with a Nestorian monk of Bostra, who goes 
by different names (Bohari, Bahyra, Sergius, George), and wel- 
comed the youthful prophet with a presage of his future great- 
ness . 1 His wife Chadijah and her cousin Waraka (a reputed 
convert to Christianity, or more probably a Jew) are said to 
have been well acquainted with the sacred books of the Jews 
and the Christians. 

The Koran, especially in the earlier Suras, speaks often and 
highly of the Scriptures; calls them “the Book of God,” “the 
Word of God,” “the Tour&t” (Thora, the Pentateuch), “the 
Gospel” (Ynyil), and describes the Jews and Christians as “the 
people of the Book,” or “of the Scripture,” or “of the Gospel.” 
It finds in the Scriptures prophecies of Mohammed and his suc- 
cess, and contains narratives of the fall of Adam and Eve, Noah 
and the Deluge, Abraham and Lot, the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, Moses and Joseph, John the Baptist, the Virgin 
Maiy and Jesus, sometimes in the words of the Bible, but mostly 
distorted and interspersed with rabbinical and apocryphal fables . 2 

It is quite probable that portions of the Bible were read to Mo- 
hammed; but it is very improbable that he read it himself; for 
according to the prevailing Moslem tradition he could not read 
at all, and there were no Arabic translations before the Moham- 
medan conquests, which spread the Arabic language in the con- 
quered countries. Besides, if he had read the Bible with any 
degree of care, he could not have made such egregious blunders. 

1 Muir, Life of Mob, 1 . 35; Stanley, p. 365. 

a See a collection of these correspondences in the original Arabic and in 
English in Sir William Muir's Coran, pp. 66 sqq. Muir concludes that Mo- 
hammed knew the Bible, and believed in its divine origin and authority. 
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The few allusions to Scripture phraseology — as "giving alms to 
be seen of men,” "none forgiveth sins but God only'’ — may 
be derived from personal intercourse and popular traditions. 
Jesus (Isa) is spoken of as “the Son of Mary, strengthened 
by the Holy Spirit.” Noah (Nuh), Abraham (Ibrahym), Moses 
(Musa), Aaron (Harm), are often honorably mentioned, but 
apparently always from imperfect traditional or apocryphal 
sources of information . 1 

The Koran is unquestionably one of the great books of the 
world. It is not only a book, but an institution, a code of civil 
and religious laws, claiming divine origin and authority. It 
has left its impress upon ages. It feeds to this day the devo- 
tions, and regulates the private and public life, of more than a 
hundred millions of human beings. It has many passages of 
poetic beauty, religious fervor, and wise counsel, but mixed with 
absurdities, bombast, unmeaning images, low sensuality. It 
abounds in repetitions and contradictions, which are not removed 
by the convenient theory of abrogation. It alternately attracts 
and repels, and is a most wearisome book to read. Gibbon calls 
the Koran “a glorious testimony to the unity of God,” but also, 
very properly, an “endless, incoherent rhapsody of fable and 
precept and declamation, which seldom excites a sentiment or 
idea, which sometimes crawls in the dust, and is sometimes lost 

1 Muir (Life, II. 313, 278) and Stanley (p. 366) adduce, as traces of a taint 
knowledge of the Canonical Gospels, the account of the birth of John the Bap- 
tist in the Koran, and the assumption by Mohammed of the name of Paradeha 
under the distorted form of Peridytus, the Illustrious. But the former does not 
strike me as being taken from St. Luke, else he could not have made such a 
glaring chronological mistake as to identify Mary with Miriam, the sister of 
Moses. And as to the promise of the Paraclete, which only occurs in St. John, 
it certainly must have passed into popular tradition, for the word occurs also 
in the Talmud. If Mohammed had read St. J ohn, he must have seen that the 
Paraclete is the Holy Spirit, and would have identified him with Gabriel, 
rather than with himself Palmer’s opinion is that Mohammed could neither 
read nor write, but acquired his knowledge from the traditions which were 
then current in Arabia among Jewish and Christian tribes. The Qupdn, L, 
p. xlvii. 
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in the clouds.” 1 Reiske* denounces it as the most absurd book 
and a scourge to a reader of sound common sense. Goethe, one 
of the best judges of literary and poetic merit, characterizes the 
style as severe, great, terrible, and at times truly sublime. 
“ Detailed injunctions,” he says, “ of things allowed and forbid- 
den, legendary stories of Jewish and Christian religion, amplifi- 
cations of all kinds, boundless tautologies and repetitions, form 
the body of this sacred volume,’ which to us, as often as we 
approach it, is repellent anew, next attracts us ever anew, and 
fills us with admiration, and finally forces us into veneration.” 
He finds the kernel of IsMm in the second Sura, where belief 
and unbelief with heaven and hell, as their sure reward, are 
contrasted. Carlyle calls the Koran “the confused ferment of 
a great rude human soul; rude, untutored, that cannot even 
read, but fervent, earnest, struggling vehemently to utter itself 
in words ;” and says of Mohammedanism : “ Call it not false, 
look not at the falsehood of it; look at the truth of it For 
these twelve centuries it has been the religion and life-guidance 
of the fifth part of the whole kindred of mankind. Above 
all, it has been a religion heartily believed.” But with all his 
admiration, Carlyle confesses that the reading of the Koran in 
English is “as toilsome a task” as he ever undertook. “A 
wearisome, confused jumble, crude, incondite; endless iterations, 
long-windedness, entanglement ; insupportable stupidity, in 
short, nothing but a sense of duty could carry any European 
through the Koran. We read it, as we might in the State-Paper 
Office, unreadable masses of lumber, that we may get some 
glimpses of a remarkable man.” And yet there are Mohamme- 
dan doctors who are reported to have read the Koran seventy 
thousand times! What a difference of national and religious 
taste ! Emanuel Deutsch finds the grandeur of the Koran chiefly 
in its Arabic diction, “the peculiarly dignified, impressive, sono- 
rous nature of Semitic sound and parlance; its sesgwipedaMa 

1 Decline and Fall of the B.F., Ch. 50. 

2 As quoted by Tholuck. 
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verba, with their crowd of prefixes and affixes, each of them 
affirming its own position, while consciously bearing upon and 
influencing the central root, which they envelop like a garment 
of many folds, or as chosen courtiers move round the anointed 
person of the king.” E. H. Palmer says that the claim of the 
Koran to miraculous eloquence, however absurd it may sound 
to Western ears, was and is to the Arab incontrovertible, and he 
accounts for the immense influence which it has always exercised 
upon the Arab mind, by the fact, “that it consists not merely 
of the enthusiastic utterances of an individual, but of the popu- 
lar sayings, choice pieces of eloquence, and favorite legends cur- 
rent among the desert tribes for ages before this time. Arabic 
authors speak frequently of the celebrity attained by the ancient 
Arabic orators, such as Sh&ib&n W&il ; but unfortunately no 
specimens of their works have come down to us. The Qur’&n, 
however, enables us to judge of the speeches which took so 
strong a hold upon their countrymen .” 1 

Of all books, not excluding the Vedas, the Koran is the most 
powerful rival of the Bible, but falls infinitely below it in con- 
tents and form. 

Both contain the moral and religious code of the nations 
which own it; the Koran, like the Old Testament, is also a 
civil and political code. Both are oriental in style and imagery. 
Both have the fresh character of occasional composition growing 
out of a definite historical situation and specific wants. But the 
Bible is the genuine revelation of the only true God in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself; the Koran is a mock-revela- 
tion without Christ and without atonement. Whatever is true 
in the Koran is borrowed from the Bible; what is original, is 
false or frivolous. The Bible is historical and embodies the 
noblest aspirations of the human race in all ages to the final 
consummation ; the Koran begins and stops with Mohammed. 
The Bible combines endless variety with unity, universal appli- 


1 The Qur’an, Introd. L, p. 1. 
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cabillty with local adaptation; the Koran is uniform and mono- 
tonous, confined to one country, one state of society, and one 
class of minds. The Bible is the book of the world, and is 
constantly travelling to the ends of the earth, carrying spiritual 
food to all races and to all classes of society; the Koran stays 
in the Orient, and is insipid to all who have once tasted the 
true word of the living God . 1 Even the poetry of the Koran 
never rises to the grandeur and sublimity of Job or Isaiah, the 
lyric beauty of the Psalms, the sweetness and loveliness of the 
Song of Solomon, the sententious wisdom of the Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes. 

A few instances must suffice for illustration. 

The first Sura, called “the Sura of Praise and Prayer,” which 
is recited by the Mussulmans several times in each of the five 
daily devotions, fills for them the place of the Lord's Prayer, and 
contains the same number of petitions. We give it in a rhymed, 
and in a more literal translation : 

“In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate! 

Praise be to Allah, who the three worlds made. 

The Merciful, the Compassionate, 

The King of the day of Fate, 

Thee alone do we worship, and of Thee alone do we ask aid. 
Guide us to the path that is straight — 

The path of those to whom Thy love is great, 

Not those on whom is hate. 

Nor they that deviate ! Amen.” 8 

“In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds ! 

The Compassionate, the Merciful ! 

King on the day of judgment ! 

Thee only do we worship, and to Thee do we cry for help. 

Guide Thou us on the right path, 

The path of those to whom Thou art gracious ; 

Not of those with whom Thou art angered, 

Nor of those who go astray.” s 

1 On this difference Ewald makes some good remarks in the first volume of 
his Biblical Theology (1871), p. 418. 

8 Translated by Lieut. Burton. 

3 Rodwell, The Koran (2nd ed., 1876), p. 10. 
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We add the most recent version in prose : 

“ In the name of the merciful and compassionate God. 

Praise belongs to God, the Lord of the worlds, the merciful, the 
compassionate, the ruler of the day of judgment ! Thee we serve and 
Thee we ask for aid. Guide us in the right path, the path of those Thou 
art gracious to; not of those Thou art wroth with ; nor of those who err 991 

As this Sura invites a comparison with the Lord’s Prayer infi- 
nitely to the advantage of the latter, so do the Koran’s descrip- 
tions of Paradise when contrasted with St. John’s vision of the 
heavenly Jerusalem : 

“Joyous on that day shall be the inmates of Paradise in their employ; 

In shades, on bridal couches reclining, they and their spouses : 

Therein shall they have fruits, and whatever they require — 

‘ Peace F shall be the word on the part of a merciful Lord. 

But be ye separated this day, 0 ye sinners!” 1 2 

* * * * * * 

“The sincere servants of God 
A stated banquet shall they have 
Of fruits ; and honored shall they be 
In the gardens of delight, 

Upon couches face to face. 

A cup shall be borne round among them from a fountain. 

Limpid, delicious to those who drink ; 

It shall not oppress the sense, nor shall they therewith be drunken, 
And with them are the large-eyed ones with modest refraining glances, 
fair like the sheltered egg.” 3 

§ 45. The Mohammedan Religion . 

Isl&m is not a new religion, nor can we expect a new one after 
the appearance of that religion which is perfect and intended for 
all nations and ages. It is a compound or mosaic of preexisting 
elements, a rude attempt to combine heathenism, Judaism and 
Christianity, which Mohammed found in Arabia, but in a very 

1 E. H. Palmer, The Qur'an, Oxford, 1880, Part L, p. 1. 

2 Sura 36 (in Rodwell, p. 128). 

8 The ostrich egg carefully protected from dust. Sura 37 (in Rodwell, p 
69). Brides and wives always figure in the Mohammedan Paradise. 
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imperfect form . 1 It is professedly a restoration of the faith of 
Abraham, the common father of Isaac and of Ishmael. But it 
is not the genuine faith of Abraham with its Messianic hopes 
and aspirations looking directly to the gospel dispensation as its 
goal and fulfilment, but a bastard Judaism of Ishmael, and the 
post-Christian and anti-Christian Judaism of the Talmud. Still 
less did Mohammed know the pure religion of Jesus as laid down 
in the New Testament, but only a perversion and caricature of 
it, such as we find in the wretched apocryphal and heretical 
Gospels. This ignorance of the Bible and the corruptions of 
Eastern Christianity with which the Mohammedans came in con- 
tact, furnish some excuse for their misbelief and stubborn preju- 
dices. And yet even the poor pseudo-Jewish and pseudo-Chris- 
tian elements of the Koran were strong enough to reform the 
old heathenism of Arabia and Africa and to lift it to a much 
higher level. The great and unquestionable merit of Isl&m is 
the breaking up of idolatry and the difiusion of monotheism. 

The creed of Islam is simple, and consists of six articles : God, 
predestination, the angels (good and bad), the books, the pro- 
phets, the resurrection and judgment with eternal reward and 
eternal punishment. 

GOD. 

Monotheism is the corner-stone of the system. It is expressed 
in the ever-repeated sentence: “ There is no god but God (All&h, 

1 Luther said of the religion of the Turks : “Also isfs tin Olaiib zusammen- 
gefiickt out der Juden, Christen und Heiden Ohube.” Milman (EL 139) calls 
Mohammedanism “ the republication of a more comprehensive Judaism with 
some depraved forms of Christianity.” Renan describes it as “the least ori- 
ginal ” of the religious creations of humanity. Geiger and Deutsch (both He- 
brews) give prominence to the Jewish element. “ It is not merely parallelisms,” 
says Deutsch, “reminiscences, allusions, technical terms, and the like, of Juda- 
ism, its lore and dogma and ceremony, its Halacha and Haggadah (which may 
most briefly be rendered by ‘Law’ and ‘Legend ’), which we find in the 
Koran ; but we think IslAm neither more nor less than Judaism as adapted to 
Arabia— plus the apostleship of Jesus and Mohammed. Hay, we verily believe 
that a great deal of such Christianity as has found its way into the Koran, has 
found it through Jewish channels ” (L c. p. 64). 
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*. e., the true, the only God), and Mohammed is his prophet (or 
apostle).” 1 Gibbon calls this a “ compound of an eternal truth 
and a necessary fiction.” The first clause certainly is a great and 
mighty truth borrowed from the Old Testament (Deut. 6:4); 
and is the religious strength of the system. But the Moham- 
medan (like the later Jewish, the Sodnian, and the Unitarian) 
monotheism is abstract, monotonous, divested of inner life and 
fulness, anti-trinitarian, and" so far anti-Christian. One of the 
last things which a Mohammedan will admit, is the divinity of 
Christ. Many of the divine attributes are vividly apprehended, 
emphasized and repeated in prayer. But Allah is a God of infi- 
nite power and wisdom, not a God of redeeming love to all 
mankind; a despotic sovereign of trembling subjects and slaves, 
not a loving Father of trustful children. He is an object of 
reverence and fear rather than of love and gratitude. He is the 
God of fate who has unalterably foreordained all things evil as 
well as good ; hence unconditional resignation to him (this is the 
meaning of IslAm) is true wisdom and piety. He is not a hid- 
den, unknowable being, but a God who has revealed himself 
through chosen messengers, angelic and human. Adam, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, and Jesus are his chief prophets. 2 But Mo- 
hammed is the last and the greatest. 

CHRIST. 

The Ghristology of the Koran is a curious mixture of fads 
and apocryphal fictions, of reverence for the man Jesus and 
denial of his divine character. He is called “ the Messiah Jesui 
Son of Miuy,” or "the blessed Son of Mary.” * He was a ser- 
vant and apostle of the one true God, and strengthened by 

1 La U&ha UP AllAh, wa Muhammeda rrasuSt ’lldk. AllAh is composed 
of the article al, u the," and t l&h, “a god,” and is equivalent to the Hebrew Ei 
and Etohim. He was known to the Arabs before Mohammed, and regarded as 
the chief god in their pantheon. 

1 A Mmilar idea is presented in the pseudo-Clementine Homilies. 

* Metieh Ha ben Mariam. 
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the Holy Spirit, i. e., the angel Gabriel (Dshebril), who after- 
wards conveyed the divine revelations to Mohammed. But he 
is not the Son of God ; for as God has no wife, he can have no 
son. 1 He is ever alone, and it is monstrous and blasphemous to 
associate another being with Allah. 

Some of the Mohammedan divines exempt Jesus and even his 
mother from sin, and first proclaimed the dogma of the immacu- 
late conception of Maty, for which the apocryphal Gospels pre- 
pared the way. 2 By a singular anachronism, the Koran confounds 
the Virgin Mary with Miriam, “ the sister of Aaron ” (Harun), 
and Moses (Ex. xv. 20 ; Num. xxi. 1). Possibly Mohammed 
may have meant another Aaron (since he calls Mary “the sister 
of Aaron,” but not “ of Moses ”) ; some of his commentators, 
however, assume that the sister of Moses was miraculously pre- 
served to give birth to Jesus. 3 4 

According to the Koran Jesus was conceived by the Virgin 
Mary at the appearance of Gabriel and born under a palm tree 
beneath which a fountain opened. This story is of Ebionite 
origin. 1 Jesus preached in the cradle and performed miracles 


1 In rude misconception or wilful perversion, Mohammed seems to have 
understood the Christian doctrine of the trinity to be a trinity of Father, Mary, 

and Jesus. The Holy Spirit is identified with Gabriel. u God is only one 
God 1 Far he it from his glory that he should have a son !” Sura 4, ver. 169 ; 
comp. 5, ver. 77- The designation and worship of Mary as "the mother of 
God” may have occasioned this strange mistake. There was in Arabia in the 
fourth century a sect of fanatical women called Collyridians (K oMvpidec), who 
rendered divine worship to Mary. Epiphanius, Baer . 79. 

3 As the Protemngdium Jacobi, the JEvang. de Nativitate Maries, the JEvang . 
Infantis Servatoris, etc. Gibbon (ch. 50) and Stanley (p. 367) trace the doctrine 
of the immaculate conception directly to the Koran. It is said of Mary : “ Ke- 
member when the angel said: *0 Mary! verily hath God chosen thee, and 
purified thee, and chosen thee above the women of the worlds.*” But this 
does not necessarily mean more than Luke i. 28. The Koran knows nothing 
of original sin in the Christian sense. 

9 Gerok, l c. pp. 22-28. This would be a modification of the rabbinical fable 
that ordinary death and corruption had as little power over Miriam as over 
Moses, and that both died by the breath of Jehovah. 

4 Bosch (Z. c., p. 439) : u Die Geburtegeschichte Jem im Koran ist nichts anderes 
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in His infancy (as in the apocryphal Gospels), and during His 
public ministry, or rather Allah wrought miracles through Him. 
Mohammed disclaims the miraculous power, and relied upon the 
stronger testimony of the truth of his doctrine. Jesus proclaimed 
the pure doctrine of the unity of God and disclaimed divine 
honors. 

The crucifixion of Jesus is denied. He was delivered by a 
miracle from the death intended for Him, and taken up by God 
into Paradise with His mother. The Jews slew one like Him, 
by mistake. This absurd docetic idea is supposed to be the com- 
mon belief of Christians. 1 

Jesus predicted the coming of Mohammed, when he said : “O 
children of Israel ! of a truth I am God’s apostle to you to con- 
firm the law which was given before me, and to announce an 
apostle that shall come after me whose name shall be Ahmed!” 2 
Thus the promise of the Holy Ghost, “ the other Paraclete,” 
(John xiv. 16) was applied by Mohammed to himself by a sin- 
gular confusion of Paradetos (napdxfojTOs) with Peridytos (itept- 
xloroc, heard all round, famous) or Ahmed (the glorified, the illus- 
trious), one of the prophet’s names. 3 

Owing to this partial recognition of Christianity Mohammed 

n Is ein mythologischer Mythus aus Ezech. 47 mit eingewobenen judischen Zugen, der 
seme Heimath im Ebionismus hat” 

1 Sura 4. This view of the crucifixion is no doubt derived from apocryphal 
sources. The Gnostic sect of Basilides supposed Simon of Cyrene, the Evangel. 
Barrabce, Judas, to have been that other person who was crucified instead of 
Jesus. Maui (Epist. Fund.) says that the prince of darkness was nailed to 
the cross, and wore the crown of thorns, 

* Sura 61. 

* The Moslems refer also some other passages of Scripture to Mohammed 
and his religion, e. g. Gen. xvi. 10; xvii. 20; xxi. 12, 13; xxvii. 20 (the pro- 
mise of God to bless Hagar and Ishmael) ; Deut. xviii. 15, 18 (the promise to 
raise up a prophet like Moses) ; Isa. xxi. 67 (where Mohammed is supposed 
to be meant by the ‘‘rider on the camel, as distinct from Jesus, “the rider on 
the ass ”); John iv. 21 ; 1 John iv. 23 (where he is the spirit that is of God, 
because he proclaimed that Jesus was a true man, not God) ; Deut. xxxii* 2 
(where Sinai is said to mean the Jewish, Seir the Christian, and Paran the 
Mohammedan revelation). 
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■was originally regarded not as the founder of a new religion, but 
as one of the chief heretics . 1 The same opinion is expressed by 
several modern writers, Catholic and Protestant. Dollinger says : 
“ Islam must be considered at bottom a Christian heresy, the 
bastard offspring of a Christian father and a Jewish mother, and 
is indeed more closely allied to Christianity than Manichseism, 
which is reckoned a Christian sect .” 2 Stanley calls Islam an 
“ eccentric heretical form of Eastern Christianity,” and Ewald 
more correctly, “ the last and most powerful oflshoot of Gnosti- 
cism”* 

THE ETHICS OP ISLAM. 

Resignation (Islam) to the omnipotent will of Allah is the 
chief virtue. It is the most powerful motive both in action and 
suffering, and is carried to the excess of fatalism and apathy. 

The use of pork and wine is strictly forbidden; prayer, fast- 
ing (especially during the whole month of Ramadhan), and alms- 
giving are enjoined. Prayer carries man half-way to God, fasting 
brings him to the door of God’s palace, alms secure admittance. 
The total abstinence from strong drink by the whole people, 
even in countries where the vine grows in abundance, reveals a 
remarkable power of self-control, which puts many Christian 
nations to shame. Mohammedanism is a great temperance society. 
Herein lies its greatest moral force. 

POLYGAMY. 

But on the other hand the heathen vice of polygamy and con- 
cubinage is perpetuated and encouraged by the example of the 
prophet. He restrained and regulated an existing practice, and 
gave it the sanction of religion. Ordinaiy believers are restricted 
to four wives (exclusive of slaves), and generally have only one 

1 So by John of Damascus and the medieval writers against M&m. Peter 
of Clugny speaks of ‘‘‘harms Sttraemonm woe ImodiUmim.” Comp. Cass, 
Genmadbu ten d Ptetho, p. 109. 

* Lecture s on the Bwnim of Churches, p. 7 (transL by Oxenham, 1872). 

* Die Lehre dor Libel vm Gott, Yol. I. (1871), p. 418. 
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or two. Bat Califs may fill their harems to the extent of their 
wealth and lust. Concubinage with female slaves is allowed to 
all without limitation. The violation of captive women of the 
enemy is the legitimate reward of the conqueror. The laws of 
divorce and prohibited degrees are mostly borrowed from the 
Jews, but divorce is facilitated and practiced to an extent that 
utterly demoralizes married life. 

Polygamy and servile concubinage destroy the dignity of wo- 
man, and the beauty and peace of home. In all Mohammedan 
countries woman is ignorant and degraded ; she is concealed from 
public sight by a veil (a sign of degradation as well as protec- 
tion) ; she is not commanded to pray, and is rarely seen in the 
mosques; it is even an open question whether she has a soul, but 
she is necessary even in paradise for the gratification of man’s 
passion. A Moslem would feel insulted by an inquiry after the 
health of his wife or wives. Polygamy affords no protection 
against unnatural vices, which are said to prevail to a fearful 
extent among Mohammedans, as they did among the ancient 
heathen . 1 

In nothing is the infinite superiority of Christianity over 
Isl&m so manifest as in the condition of woman and family life. 
Woman owes everything to the religion of the gospel. 

The sensual element pollutes even the Mohammedan picture 
of heaven from which chastity is excluded. The believers are 
promised the joys of a luxuriant paradise amid blooming gardens, 
fresh fountains, and beautiful virgins. Seventy-two Houris, or 
black-eyed girls of blooming youth will be created for the enjoy- 
ment of the meanest believer; a moment of pleasure will be pro- 
longed to a thousand years; and his faculties will be increased 
a hundred fold. Saints and martyrs will be admitted to the 
spiritual joys of the divine vision. But infidels and those who 
refuse to fight for their faith will be cast into hell. 

The Koran distinguishes seven heavens, and seven hells (for 


*Bam. i. 24 sqg, See the statements of Dr. Jessup of Beirftt, £ c., p- 47. 
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wicked or apostate Mohammedans, Christians, Jews, Sabians, 
Magians, idolaters, hypocrites). Hell (Jahennem=Gehenna) is 
beneath the lowest earth and seas of darkness; the bridge over 
it is finer than a hair and sharper than the edge of a sword; 
the pious pass over it in a moment, the wicked fall from it into 
the abyss. 


SLAVERY. 

Slavery is recognized and sanctioned as a normal condition of 
society, and no hint is given in the Koran, nor any effort made 
by M ohamm edan rulers for its final extinction. It is the twin- 
sister of polygamy; every harem is a slave-pen or a slave-palace. 
"The Koran, as a universal revelation, would have been a per- 
petual edict of servitude.” Mohammed, by ameliorating the 
condition of slaves, and enjoining kind treatment upon the mas- 
ters, did not pave the way for its abolition, but rather riveted 
its fetters. The barbarous slave-trade is still carried on in all 
its horrors by Moslems among the negroes in Central Africa. 

WAR. 

War against unbelievers is legalized by the Koran. The 
fighting men are to be slain, the women and children reduced to 
slavery. Jews and Christians are dealt with more leniently than 
idolaters; but they too must be thoroughly humbled and forced 
to pay tribute. 


"A simple, unpartitioned room, 
Surmounted by an ample dome, 

Or, in some lands that favored lie, 

"With centre open to the sky, 

But roofed with arched cloisters round, 
That mark the consecrated bound, 

And shade the niche to Mecca turned, 

By which two massive lights are burned ; 
With pulpit whence the sacred word 
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Expounded on great days heard; 

With fountains fresh, where, ere they pray. 

Men wash the soil of earth away ; 

With shining minaret, thin and high. 

From whose fine trellised balcony, 

Announcement of the hour of prayer 
Is uttered to the silent air: 

Such is the Mosque— the holy place, 

Where faithful men of every race 
Meet at their ease and face to face.” 

(From Milkes, “ Palm Leaves”) 

In worship the prominent feature of Islam is its extreme icon- 
oclasm and puritauism. In this respeet, it resembles the ser- 
vice of the synagogue. The second commandment is literally 
understood as a prohibition of all representations of living crea- 
tures, whether in churches or elsewhere. The only ornament 
allowed is the “Arabesque/’ which is always taken from inani- 
mate nature . 1 

The ceremonial is very simple. The mosques, like Catholic 
churches, are always open and frequented by worshippers, who 
perform their devotions either alone or in groups with covered 
head and bare feet. In entering, one must take off the shoes 
according to the command: “Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, 
for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.” Slippers 
or sa.nda.ls of straw are usually provided for strangers, and must 
be paid for. There are always half a dozen claimants for 
“backsheesh” — the first and the last word which greets the tra- 
veller in Egypt and Syria. Much importance is attached to 
preaching.* 

Circumcision is retained from the Jews, although it is not 
me-ntinned in the Koran. Friday is substituted for the Jewish 
Sabbath as the sacred day (perhaps because it was previously a 

1 The lions in the court of the Alhambra form an exception. 

* For an interesting description of a sermon from the pulpit of Mecca, see 
Burton’s Pilgrimage, TL 314; HX 117, quoted by Stanley, p. 379. Burton 
says, he had never and nowhere seen so solemn, so impressive a religious spec* 
tacle. Perhaps he has not heard many Christian sermons. 
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day for religious assemblage). It is called the prince of days, 
the most excellent day on which man was created, and on which 
the last judgment will take place; but the observance is less 
strict than that of the Jewish Sabbath. On solemn occasions 
sacrifice, mostly in the nature of a thank-offering, is offered and 
combined with an act of benevolence to the poor. But there is 
no room in Isl&m for the idea of atonement; God forgives 
sins directly and arbitrarily, without a satisfaction of justice. 
Hence there is no priesthood in the sense of a hereditary or 
perpetual caste, offering sacrifices and mediating between God 
and the people . 1 Yet there are Mufties and Dervishes, who 
are as powerful as any class of priests and monks. The Mus- 
sulmans have their saints, and pray at their white tombs. In 
this respect, they approach the Greeks and Roman Catholics; 
yet they abhor the worship of saints as idolatry. They also 
make much account of religious processions and pilgrimages. 
Their chief place of pilgrimage is Mecca. Many thousands of 
Moslems from Egypt and all parts of Turkey pass annually 
through the Arabian desert to worship at the holy Eaaba, and 
are received in triumph on their return. The supposed tomb 
of Moses, also, which is transferred to the Western shore of 
the Dead Sea, is visited by the Moslems of Jerusalem and the 
neighboring country in the month of April 
Prayer with prostrations is reduced to a mechanical act which 
is performed with the regularity of clock work. Washing of 
hands is enjoined before prayer, but in the desert, sand is per- 
mitted as a substitute for water. There are five stated seasons 
for prayer: at day-break, near noon, in the afternoon, a little 
after sunset (to avoid the appearance of sun-worship), and at 
night-fall, besides two night prayers for extra devotion. The 
mueddin or muezzin (crier) announces the time of devotion from 
the minaret of the mosque by chanting the “Adan” or call to 
prayer, in these words : 

1 Gibbon’s statement that "the Mohammedan religion has no priest and no 
sacrifice,” is substantially correct. 
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“ God is great!** (four times). “1 bear witness that there is no god 
but God ** (twice). “I bear witness that Mohammed is the Apostle of 
God*’ (twice). “Come hither to prayers I* * (twice). “Come hither to 
salvation I” (twice). “God is great! There is no other God!*’ And 
in the early morning the crier adds : “ Prayer is better than sleep !** 

A devout Mussulman is never ashamed to perform his devo- 
tion in public, whether in the mosque, or in the street, or on 
board the ship. Regardless of the surroundings, feeling alone 
with God in the midst of the crowd, his face turned to Mecca, 
his hands now raised to heaven, then laid on the lap, his fore- 
head touching the ground, he goes through his genuflexions and 
prostrations, and repeats the first Sura of the Koran and the 
ninety-nine beautiful names of Allah, which form his rosary . 1 
The mosques are as well filled with men, as many Christian 
churches are with women. Islam is a religion for men ; women 
are of no account; the education and elevation of the female 
sex would destroy the system. 

With all its simplicity and gravity, the Mohammedan wor- 
ship has also its frantic excitement of the Dervishes. On the 
celebration of the birthday of their prophet and other festivals, 
they work themselves, by the constant repetition of “ A llah, 
Allah,” into a state of unconscious ecstacy, “ in which they plant 
swords in their breasts, tear live serpents with their teeth, eat 
bottles of glass, and finally He prostrate on the ground for the 
chief of their order to ride on horseback over their bodies.” 2 

1 They are given in Arabic and English by Palmer, L c. L, Intr., p. lxviL sq. 
The following are the first ten : 

1. ar-Ra’hmftn, the Merciful. 

2. ar-Ra’him, the Compassionate. 

3. al-M&lik, the Ruler. 

4. al-Quaddfis, the Holy. 

3. as-SalAm, Peace. 

6. al-Mfi’min, the Faithful. 

7. al-Muh&mmn, the Protector. 

8. al-Haziz, the Mighty. 

9. al-Gabb&r, the Repairer. 

10. al-Mutakabhir, the Great. 

* Description of Dean Stanley from his own observation in Cairo, L p.385. 
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I will add a brief description of the ascetic exercises of the 
"Dancing” and "Howling” Dervishes which I witnessed in 
their convents at Constantinople and Cairo in 1877. 

The Dancing or Turning Dervishes in Pera, thirteen in num- 
ber, some looking ignorant and stupid, others devout and in- 
tensely fanatical, went first through prayers and prostrations, 
then threw off their outer garments, and in white flowing gowns, 
with high hats of stiff woolen stuff, they began to dance to the 
sound of strange music, whirling gracefully and skilfully on their 
toes, ring within ring, without touching each other or moving out 
of their circle, performing, in four different acts, from forty to 
fifty turnings in one minute, their arms stretched out or raised to 
heaven, their eyes half shut, their mind apparently lost in a sort 
of Nirwana or pantheistic absorption in Allah. A few hours 
afterward I witnessed the rare spectacle of one of these very 
Dervishes reeling to and fro in a state of intoxication on the 
street and the lower bridge of the Golden Horn. 

The Howling Dervishes in Scutari present a still more extra- 
ordinary sight, and a higher degree of ascetic exertion, but des- 
titute of all grace and beauty. The performance took place in a 
small, plain, square room, and lasted nearly two hours. As the 
monks came in, they kissed the hand of their leader and repeated 
with him long prayers from the Koran. One recited with melo- 
dious voice an Arabic song in praise of Mohammed. Then, 
standing in a row, bowing, and raising their heads, they con- 
tinued to howl the fundamental dogma of Mohammedanism, La 
ilaha HP Allah, for nearly an hour. Some were utterly exhausted 
and wet with perspiration. The exercises I saw in Cairo were 
less protracted, but more dramatic, as the Dervishes had long 
hair and stood in a circle, swinging their bodies backward and 
forward in constant succession, and nearly touching the ground 
with their flowing hair. In astounding feats of asceticism the 
Moslems are fully equal to the ancient Christian anchorites and 
the fakirs of India. 
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§ 47. Christian Polemics against Mohammedanism. Note on 

Mormonism. 

See the modem Lit. in g 38, p. 143. 

For a list of earlier works against Mohammedanism, see J. Alb. Fabbi- 
dus: j Delectus argumentorum et syllabus scriptorum, qui verUatem 
Christ, adv. Atheos , . . . Judceos et Muhammedanos . . . asseruerunt . 
Hamb., 1725, pp. 119 sqq., 735 sqq. J. G. Walch : Bibliotheca The- 
olog. Selecta (Jenae, 1757), Tom. I. 611 sqq. Appendix to Pbi- 
deaux’s Life of Mahomet . 

Theod. Bibliandeb, edited at Basle, in 1543, and again in 1550, with 
the Latin version of the Koran, a collection of the more important 
works against Mohammed under the title : Mackumetis Saracenorum 
prindpis ejusque successorum vitce, doctrines, ac ipse Alcoran ., 1 vol. fol. 
Richabdus (about 1300) : Confutatio Alcorani, first publ. in Paris, 1511. 
Joh. DE Tukbecbemata: Tractatus contra prindpales errores perfidi 
Mahometis et Turcorum. Rom., 1606. 

Ltjd. Mabaccius (Mabacci) : Frodromus ad refuMionem Alcorani; in quo , 
per IV. preedpuas verce religionis notas, mahumetance seeks falsitas 
ostenditur, Christiana religionis veritas comprobatur. Rom. (typis 
Congreg. de Propaganda Fide), 1691. 4 vols., small oet.; also Pref. 
to his Alcorani textus universus, Petav., 1698, 2 vols. fol. 

Hadb. Relate : De Religione Mohammedica. Utrecht, 1705 ; 2nd ed. 
1717 ; French transl., Hague, 1721. 

W. Gass : Cennadius und Fletho . Breslau, 1844, Part I., pp. 106-181. 
(Die Bestrdtung des Islam im Mittelalter.) 

The argument of Mohammedanism against other religions was 
the sword. Christian Europe replied with the sword in the 
crusades, but failed. Greek and Latin divines refuted the false 
prophet with superior learning, but without rising to a higher 
providential view, and without any perceptible effect. Christian 
polemics against Mohammed and the Koran began in the eighth 
century, and continued with interruptions to the sixteenth and 
seventeenth. 

John of Damascus, who lived among the Saracens (about 
A.D. 750), headed the line of champions of the cross against the 
crescent. He was followed, in the Greek Church, by Theodor 
of Abukara, who debated a good deal with Mohammedans in 
Mesopotamia, by Samonas, bishop of Gaza, Bartholomew of 
Edessa, John Kantakuzenus (or rather a monk Meletius, for- 
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merly a Mohammedan, who justified his conversion, with the aid 
of the emperor, in four apologies and four orations), Eutkymius 
Zigabenus, Gennadius, patriarch of Constantinople.^ Prominent 
in the Latin church were Peter, Abbot of Clugny (twelfth 
century), Thomas Aquinas, Alanus ab Insulis, Raimundus Lul- 
lus, Nicolaus of Cusa, Ricold or Richard (a Dominican monk 
who lived long in the East), Savonarola, Joh. de Turrecremata. 

The mediaeval writers, both Greek and Latin, represent Mo- 
hammed as an impostor and arch-heretic, who wove his false 
religion chiefly from Jewish (Talmudic) fables and Christian 
heresies. They find him foretold in the Little Horn of Daniel, 
and the False Prophet of the Apocalypse. They bring him in 
connection with a Nestorian monk, Sergius, or according to 
others, with the Jacobite Bahira, who instructed Mohammed, 
and might have converted him to the Christian religion, if ma- 
lignant Jews had not interposed with their slanders. Thus he 
became the shrewd and selfish prophet of a pseudo-gospel, 
which is a mixture of apostate Judaism and apostate Christianity 
with a considerable remnant of his native Arabian heathenism. 
Dante places him, disgustingly tom and mutilated, among the 
chief heretics and schismatics in the ninth gulf of Hell, 

M Where is paid the fee 

By those who sowing discord win their burden.** 1 

1 Inferno, Canto XXVIII. 22 sqq. (Longfellow’s translation) : 

“A cask by losing centre-piece or cant 
Was never shattered so, as I saw one 
Rent from the chin to where one breaketh wind. 

Between his legs were hanging down his entrails; 

His heart was visible, and the dismal sack 
That maketh excrement of what is eaten. 

While I was all absorbed in seeing him, 

He looked at me, and opened with his hands 
His bosom, saying: ‘See now how I rend me; 

How mutilated, see, is Mahomet; 

In front of me doth Ali weeping go, 
deft in the free from forelock unto chin ; 

And all the others whom thou here beholdest, 

Sowers of scandal and of schism have been 
While living, and therefore are thus cleft asunder.** 
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This mediaeval view was based in part upon an entire igno- 
rance or perversion of facts. It was then believed that Moham- 
medans were pagans and idolaters, and cursed the name of 
Christ, while it is now known, that they abhor idolatry, and 
esteem Christ as the highest prophet next to Mohammed. 

The Reformers and older Protestant divines took substantially 
the same view, and condemn the Koran and its author without 
qualification. We must remember that down to the latter part 
of the seventeenth century the Turks were the most dangerous 
enemies of the peace of Europe. Luther published, at Witten- 
berg, 1540, a German translation of Richard’s Confutatio Alco- 
rani, with racy notes, to show “what a shameful, lying, abomi- 
able book the Alcoran is.” He calls Mohammed “a devil and 
the first-born child of Satan.” He goes into the question, whe- 
ther the Pope or Mohammed be worse, and comes to the .con- 
clusion, that after all the Pope is worse, and the real Anti-Christ 
(j Endechnst). “ WoMan,” he winds up his epilogue, “God grant 
us his grace and punish both the Pope and Mohammed, together 
with their devils. I have done my part as a true prophet and 
teacher. Those who won’t listen may leave it alone.” Even the 
mild and scholarly Melanchthon identifies Mohammed with the 
Little Horn of Daniel, or rather with the Gog and Magog of 
the Apocalypse, and charges his sect with being a compound of 
“blasphemy, robbery, and sensuality.” It is not very strange 
that in the heat of that polemical age the Romanists charged the 
Lutherans, and the Lutherans the Calvinists, and both in turn 
the Romanists, with holding Mohammedan heresies. 1 


1 Maracci, Vivaldus, and other Boman writers point out thirteen or more 
heresies in which Mohammedanism and Lutheranism agree, such as iconoclasm, 
the rejection of the worship of saints, polygamy (in the case of Philip of Hesse), 
etc. A fanatical Lutheran wrote a book to prove that “ the damned Calvinists 
hold six hundred and sixty-six theses (the apocalyptic number) in common 
with the Turks P The Calvinist Reland, on the other hand, finds analogies to 
Romish errors in the Mohammedan prayers for' the dead, visiting the graves 


almsgiving, etc. 
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In the eighteenth century this view was gradually corrected. 
The learned Dean Prideaux still represented Mohammed as 
a vulgar impostor, but at the same time as a scourge of God 
in just punishment of the sins of the Oriental churches who 
turned our holy religion “into a firebrand of hell for contention, 
strife and violence.” He undertook his “ Life of Mahomet” as 
a part of a “History of the Eastern Church,” though he did not 
carry out his design. 

Voltaire and other Deists likewise still viewed Mohammed as 
an impostor, but from a disposition to trace all religion to priest- 
craft and deception. Spanheim, Sale, and Gagnier began to 
take a broader and more favorable view. Gibbon gives a calm 
historical narrative ; and in summing up his judgment, he hesi- 
tates whether “the title of enthusiast or impostor more properly 
belongs to that extraordinary man. . . . From enthusiasm to 
imposture the step is perilous and slippery; the daemon of Soc- 
rates affords a memorable instance how a wise man may deceive 
himself, how a good man may deceive others, how the conscience 
may slumber in a mixed and middle state between self-illusion 
and voluntary fraud.” 

Dean Milman suspends his judgment, saying : “ To the ques- 
tion whether Mohammed was hero, sage, impostor, or fanatic, 
or blended, and blended in what proportions, these conflicting 
elements in his character? the best reply is the reverential phrase 
of Isl4m : ‘ God knows.’ ” 1 

Goethe and Carlyle swung from the orthodox abuse to the 
opposite extreme of a pantheistic hero-worshiping over-estimate 
of Mohammed and the Koran by extending the sphere of reve- 
lation and inspiration, and obliterating the line which separates 
Christianity from all other religions. Stanley, R. Bosworth 
Smith, Emanuel Deutsch, and others follow more or less in the 
track of this broad and charitable liberalism. Many errors and 
prejudices have been dispelled, and the favorable traits of Isl&m 
and its followers, their habits of devotion, temperance, and 

1 Lot. Christianity, II. 120. 
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resignation, were held up to the shame and admiration of the 
Christian world. Mohammed himself, it is now generally con- 
ceded, began as an honest reformer, suffered much persecution 
for his faith, effectually destroyed idolatry, was free from sordid 
motives, lived in strict monogamy during twenty-four years of 
his youth and manhood, and in great simplicity to his death. 
The polygamy which disfigured the last twelve years of his life 
was more moderate than that of many other Oriental despots, 
Califs and Sultans, and prompted in part by motives of benevo- 
lence towards the widows of his followers, who had suffered in 
the service of his religion. 1 

But the enthusiasm kindled by Carlyle for the prophet of 
Mecca has been considerably checked by fuller information from 
the original sources as brought out in the learned biographies 
of Weil, Noldeke, Sprenger and Muir. They furnish the au- 
thentic material for a calm, discriminating and impartial judg- 
ment, which, however, is modified more or less by the religious 
standpoint and sympathies of the historian. Sprenger represents 
Mohammed as the child of his age, and mixes praise and censure, 
without aiming at a psychological analysis or philosophical view. 
Sir William Muir concedes his original honesty and zeal as a 
reformer and warner, but assumes a gradual deterioration to the 
judicial blindness of a self-deceived heart, and even a kind of 
Satanic inspiration in his later revelations. “ We may readily 
admit,” he says, a that at the first Mahomet did believe, or per- 
suaded himself to believe, that his revelations were dictated by 
a divine agency. In the Meccan period of his life, there cer- 
tainly can be traced no personal ends or unworthy motives to 

1 The Mohammedan apologist, Syed Ameer Ali (The Life and Teachings of 
Mohammed, London, 1873, pp. 228 sqq.), makes much account of this fact, and 
entirely justifies Mohammed’s polygamy. But the motive of benevolence and 
generosity can certainly not be shown in the marriage of Ayesha (the virgin- 
daughter of Abu-Bakr), nor of Zeynab (the lawful wife of his freedman Zeyd), 
nor of Safiya (the Jewess). Ali himself must admit that “some of Moham- 
med’s marriages may possibly have arisen from a desire for male offspring.” 
The motive of sensuality he entirely ignores. 
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belie this conclusion. The Prophet was there, what he professed 
to be, ‘ a simple Preacher and a Warner;’ he was the despised 
and rejected teacher of a gainsaying people ; and he had appa- 
rently no ulterior object but their reformation. . . . But the 
scene altogether changes at Medina. There the acquisition of 
temporal power, aggrandizement, and self-glorification mingled 
with the grand object of the Prophet’s previous life; and they 
were sought after and attained by precisely the same instrument- 
ality. Messages from heaven were freely brought forward to 
justify his political conduct, equally with his religious precepts. 
Battles were fought, wholesale executions inflicted, and territo- 
ries annexed, under pretext of the Almighty’s sanction. Nay, 
even baser actions were not only excused, but encouraged, by 
the pretended divine approval or command. . . , . The student 
of history will trace for himself how the pure and lofty aspira- 
tions of Mahomet were first tinged, and then gradually debased 
by a half unconscious self-deception, and how in this process 
truth merged into falsehood, sincerity into guile, — these opposite 
principles often co-existing even as active agencies in his conduct. 
The reader will observe that simultaneously with the anxious 
desire to extinguish idolatry and to promote religion and virtue 
in the world, there was nurtured by the Prophet in his own 
heart a licentious self-indulgence; till in the end, assuming to 
be the favorite of Heaven, he justified himself by ‘revelations’ 
from God in the most flagrant breaches of morality. He will 
remark that while Mahomet cherished a kind and tender dispo- 
sition, ‘weeping with them that wept,’ and binding to his person 
the hearts of his followers by the ready and self-denying offices 
of love and friendship, he could yet take pleasure in cruel and 
perfidious assassination, could gloat over the massacre of entire 
tribes, and savagely consign the innocent babe to the fires of 
hell. Inconsistencies such as these continually present them- 
selves from the period of Mahomet’s arrival at Medina; and it 
is by the study of these inconsistencies that his character must 
be rightly comprehended. The key to many difficulties of this 
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description may be found, I believe, in the chapter ‘on the be- 
lief of Mahomet in his own inspiration/ When once he had 
dared to forge the name of the Most High God as the seal and 
authority of his own words and actions, the germ was laid from 
which the errors of his after life freely and fatally developed 
themselves.” 1 


Note on Mormonism, 

SOURCES. 

The Book of Mormon. First printed at Palmyra, N. Y., 1830. Written 
by the Prophet Mormon, three hundred years after Christ, upon plates 
of gold in the “ Reformed Egyptian” (? ) language, and translated by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith , Jun ., with the aid of Urim and Thummim, 
into English. As large as the Old Testament. A tedious historical 
romance on the ancient inhabitants of the American Continent, 
whose ancestors emigrated from Jerusalem B. C. 600, and whose 
degenerate descendants are the red Indians. Said to have been 
written as a book of fiction by a Presbyterian minister, Samuel 
Spalding. 

The Doctrines and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of the Latter Day Saints. Salt Lake City, Utah Territory. 
Contains the special revelations given to Joseph Smith and Brigham 
Young at different times. Written m similar style and equally insipid 
as the Book of Mormon. 

A Catechism for Children by Elder John Jaques. Salt Lake 
City. 25th thousand, 1877. 

We cannot close this chapter on Oriental Mohammedanism without 
some remarks on the abnormal American phenomenon of Mormonism, 
which arose in the nineteenth century, and presents an instructive analogy 
to the former. Joseph Smith (born at Sharon, Vt., 1805 ; shot dead at 
Nauvoo, in Illinois, 1844), the first founder, or rather Brigham Young 
(d. 1877), the organizer of the sect, may be called the American Moham- 
med, although far beneath the prophet of Arabia in genius and power. 

The points of resemblance are numerous and striking : the claim to a 
supernatural revelation mediated by an angel ; the abrogation of previous 
revelations by later and more convenient ones ; the embodiment of the 
revelations in an inspired book; the eclectic character of the system, 
which is compounded of Jewish, heathenish, and all sorts of sectarian 
Christian elements ; the intense fanaticism and heroic endurance of the 


1 Life of Mah., IV. 317, 322. 
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early Mormons amidst violent abuse and persecution from state to state, 
till they found a refuge in the desert of Utah Territory, which they turned 
into a garden ; the missionary zeal in sending apostles to distant lands 
and importing proselytes to their Eldorado of saints from the ignorant 
population of England, Wales, Norway, Germany, and Switzerland ; the 
union of religion with civil government, in direct opposition to the Ame- 
rican separation of church and state ; the institution of polygamy in defi- 
ance of the social order of Christian civilization. In sensuality and ava- 
rice Brigham Young surpassed Mohammed; for he left at his death in 
Salt Lake City seventeen wives, sixteen sons, and twenty-eight daughters 
(having had in all fifty-six or more children), and property estimated at 
two millions of dollars. 1 

The government of the United States cannot touch the Mormon reli- 
gion ; but it can regulate the social institutions connected therewith, as 
long as Utah is a Territory under the immediate jurisdiction of Congress. 
Polygamy has been prohibited by law in the Territories under its con- 
trol, and President Hayes has given warning to foreign governments (in 
1879) that Mormon converts emigrating to the United States run the 
risk of punishment for violating the laws of the land. President Garfield 
(in his inaugural address, March 4, 1881) took the same decided ground 
on the Mormon question, saying: “The Mormon church not only offends 
the moral sense of mankind by sanctioning polygamy, but prevents the 
administration of justice through the ordinary instrumentalities of law. 
In my judgment it is the duty of Congress, while respecting to the utter- 
most the conscientious convictions and religious scruples of every citizen, 
to prohibit within its jurisdiction all criminal practices, especially of that 
class which destroy the family relations and endanger social order. Nor 
can any ecclesiastical organization be safely permitted to usurp in the 
smallest degree the functions and powers of the National Government.” 

His successor, President Arthur, in his last message to Congress, Dec. 
1884, again recommends that Congress “ assume absolute political control 
of the Territory of Utah,” and says : “ I still believe that if that abomin- 
able practice [polygamy] can be suppressed by law it can only be by the 
most radical legislation consistent with the restraints of the Constitu- 
tion.” The secular and religious pre*s of America, with few exceptions, 
supports these sentiments of the chief magistrate. 

Since the annexation of Utah to the United States, after the Mexican 
war, “ Gentiles,” as the Christians are called, have entered the Mormon 
settlement, and half a dozen churches of different denominations have 
been organized in Salt Lake City. But the “Latter Day Saints’ * are 
vastly in the majority, and are spreading in the adjoining Territories, 
Time will show whether the Mormon problem can be solved without 
resort to arms, or a new emigration of the Mormons. 

1 As stated in the New York Tribune for Sept. 3, 1877. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE PAPAL HIERARCHY AND THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 
§ 48. General Literatv/re on the Papacy. 

*Bullarium Magnum Bomanum a Leone M. usque ad Benedictum XIV* 
Luxemb., 1727-1758. 19 vols., fol. Another ed., of superior typog- 
raphy, under the title : Bullarum . . . Bomanorum Pontificum am - 
plissima Colledio , opera et studio 0. Gocquelines, Bom., 1738-1758, 14 
Tomi in 28 Partes fol. ; new ed., 1847-72, 24 vols. Bullarii Bomani 
continuatio, ed. A. A. Barberi, from Clement XIII. to Gregory XVI., 
Bom., 1835-1857, 18 vols. 

* Monument a Germanics Historica inde ab anno Christi quingentesimo usque 
ad annum millesimum et quingenfesimum ; ed. by G. H. Pertz (royal 
librarian at Berlin, d. 1876), continued by G. Waitz. Hannoverae, 
1826-1879, 24 vols. fol. A storehouse for the authentic history of 
the German empire. 

*Anastasius (librarian and abbot in Borne about 870) : Liber Pontificals 
(or, Be Vitis Boman. Pontificum ). The oldest collection of biogra- 
phies of popes down to Stephen VI., A. D. 885, but not all by Anas- 
tasius. This book, together with later collections, is inserted in 
the third volume of Muratori, Berum Ital. Scriptores (Mediol., 1723- 
’51, in 25 vols. fol.) ; also in Migne, Patrol . L. Tom. cxxvn. (1853). 

Archibald Bower (b. 1686 at Dundee, Scotland, d. 1766) : The History 
of the Popes, from the foundation of the See of Borne to the present time. 
3rded. Lond., 1750-66. 7 vols-, 4to. German transl. by Bambach, 
1770. Bower changed twice from Protestantism to Bomanism, and 
back again, and wrote in bitter hostility to the papacy, but gives 
very ample material. Bp. Douglas of Salesbury wrote against him. 

Chr. F. Walch: Entwurf einer vollstandigen Historie der romischen 
Papste . Gottingen, 2d ed , 1758. 

G. J. Planck : Geschichte des Papstthums . Hanover, 1805. 3 vols. 

L. T. Spittler: Geschichte des Papstthums; with Notes by J. Gurlitt, 
Hamb., 1802, new ed. by H. E. G- Paulus. Heidelberg, 1826. 

J. E. Biddle : The History of the Papacy to the Period of the Beformar 
tion . London, 1856. 2 vols. 

F. A. Gfrorer : Geschichte der Karolinger. (Freiburg, 1848. 2 vols.) ; 
Allgemdne Xirchengeschichte (Stuttgart, 1841-46, 4 vols.); Gregor 
VII. und sein ZeitaMer (Schaffhausen, 1859- , 64, 8 vols.). Gfrorer 
began as a rationalist, but joined the Boman church, 1853, and died 
in 1861. 
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*Phil. Jaffe : Regesta Pontificum Roman . ad annum 1198. Berol., 3851 ; 
revised ed. by Wattenbach, etc. Lips. 1881 sqq. Continued by 
Potthast from 1198-1304, and supplemented by Harttung (&ee 
below). Important for the chronology and acts of the popes. 

J. A. Wylie: l 1 he Papacy, Lond., 1852. 

^Leopold Hankie : Die romischen Papste , ihre Kirche und ihr Sfaat im 
16 und 17 ten Jahrhundert 4 ed., Berlin, 1857. 3 vols. Two English 
translations, one by Sarah Austin (Lond., 1840), one by E. Foster 
(Lond., 1847). Comp, the famous review of Macaulay in the Edinb. 
Review. 

Dollinger (R. C.) : Die Papstfabeln des Mittelalters . Munchen, 1863. 
English translation by A. Plummer , and ed. with notes by H. B. 
Smith, New York, 1872. 

*W. Giesebrecht : Geschichte der Deutschen Kaiserzeit. Braunschweig, 
1855. 3rd ed., 1863 sqq., 5 vols. A political history of the German 
empire, but with constant reference to the papacy in its close contact 
with it. 

*Thomas Greenwood : Cathedra Petri, A Political History of the great 
Latin Patriarchate. London, 1856-’72, 6 vols. 

C. DE Cherrier: Histoire de la lutte des papes et des empereurs de la 
maison de swabe, de ces causes et des ses effets. Paris, 1858. 3 vols. 

*Rud. Baxmann : Die Politih der Papste von Gregor I, bis Gregor VII. 
Elberfeld, 1868, ’69. 2 vols. 

*F. Gregorovius: Geschichte der Stadt Rom im Mittelalter, vom 5. bis 
zum 16 Jahrh. 8 vols. Stuttgart, 1859-1873. 2 ed., 1869 ff. 

A. V. Reumont : Geschichte der Stadt Rom. Berlin, 1867-70, 3 vols. 

C- Hofler (R. C.) : Die Avignonischen j Papste, ihre Machtfulle und ihr 
Untergang. Wien, 1871. 

R. Zopffel : Die Papstwahlen und die mit ihnen im ndchsten Zusammen- 
hange stehenden Ceremonien in ihrer Entwichlung vom 11 bis 14. Jahr- 
hundert. Gottingen, 1872. 

* James Bryce (Prof, of Civil Law in Oxford) : The Holy Roman Empire, 
London, 3rd ed., 1871, 8tli ed. enlarged, 1880. 

W. Wattenbach : Geschichte des romischen Pa pstthums. Berlin, 1876. 

*Juii. von Pfltjgk-Harttxtng : Acta Pontificum Romanorum inedita. 
Bd. L TJrhwnden der Papste A. D. 748-1198. Gotha, 1880. 

O. J. Reichel : The See of Rome in the Middle Ages. Lond. 1870. 

Man i>i;ll Creighton: History of the Papacy during the Reformation. 
London 1882. 2 vols. 

J. N. Murphy (R. C.) : The Chair of Peter , or the Papacy and its Bene- 
fits. London 1883. 
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§ 49. Chronological Table of the Popes, Anti-Popes, and Itoman 
Emperors from Gregory L to Leo XIIL 

We present here, for convenient reference, a complete list of 
the Popes, Anti-Popes, and Roman Emperors, from Pope Gre- 
gory I. to Leo XIII., and from Charlemagne to Francis II., 
the last of the German-Roman emperors : 1 


A.D. 

POPES. 

ANTI-POPES. 

EMPERORS. 

A. D. 

590-604 

St. Gregory L 


(GREEK EMPERORS). 

Maurice. 

582 


(the Great). 


Phocas. 

602 

604-606 

Sabinianus. 




607 

Boniface III. 




608-615 

Boniface IV. 


Heraclius. 

610 

615-618 

Deusdedit. 




619-625 

Boniface Y. 




625-638 

Honorius I. 




638(?)-640 

640-642 

642-649 

Severinus. 
John IY. 
Theodoras I. 


Constantine HI. 
Constans H. 

641 

649-053 [055] 

654-657 
657-672 ) 

St. Martin I. 
Eugenius I. 
Vitalianus. 


Constantine IV* 
(Pogonatus.) 

668 

672-676 1 

Adeodatus. 




676-678 

Bonus or Dom 

nus L 



678-681 

Agatho. 




682-683 

Leo II. 




683-685 

Benedict II. 




685-686 

John V. 


Justinian II. 

685 

686- 687 

687- 692 

Conon. 

Paschal. 

Leontius. 

694 

687 

Theodoras. 


Tiberius HI. 

697 

687-701 

Sergius I. 


Justinus II- restored 

705 

701-705 

John VL 


PhilippieusBardanes 

711 

705-707 

John VIL 


Anastasius II. 

713 

708 

Sisinnius. 


Theodosius III. 

716 

708-715 

Constantine I. 


Leo in. (the Isau- 


715-731 

Gregory II. 


rian). 

718 

731-741 

Gregory HI. 


(Charles Martel, d. 




741, defeated the 
Saracens at Tours, 






732.) 


741-752 

Zacharias. 


(Pepin the Short, 



1 This list is compiled from JafFd ( [Regesta ), Potthast [Bill. But Medii JEvi , 
Supplement, 259-267), and other sources. The whole number of popes from 
the Apostle Peter to Leo XIII. is 263. 

The emperors marked with an asterisk were crowned by the pope; the 
others were simply kings and emperors of Germany. 
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A.D. 

POPES. 

ANTI-POPES. 

EMPERORS. 

A. D. 

752 

Stephen IL 


Eoman (Patricius) . 

741 

752-757 

Stephen IIL (33.) 




757-767 

Paul I. 




7G7-768 

Constantine II. 


ROMAN EMPERORS 


768 

Philippus. 




768-772 

Stephen IV. 




772-795 

Adrian I. 


*Charlemdgne 

768-814 

795-816 

Leo III. 


Crowned emperor at 


81(5-817 

Stephen V. 


Borne, 

800 

817-824 

Paschal L 


*Louis the Pious. 


824-827 

Eugenius IL 


(le D6bonnaire). 

814-840 

827 

Valentinus. 


Crowned, em. at Rheimt- 

816 

827-844 

Gregory IV. 

John (diaconus). 

*Lothaire I. (crown* 


844 

cd 823). 

840-855 

844-847 

Sergius IL 

(Louis the German, 
King of Germany, 


847-855 

Leo IV. 




The mythical 

papess Joan or John 

840-876.) 


855-858 

Benedict III. 

VHL 



So5 

858-867 

Nicolas I. 

Anastasius. 

*Louis II. (in Italy) 

855-875 

867-872 

Adrian II. 




872-882 

John VHL 


*Charles the Bald. 

875-881 

882-884 

Marinns I. 


^Charles the Fat. 

881-887 

884^885 

Adrian III. 




885—891 

Stephen VI. 


*Arnulf. 

887-899 

891-896 

Formosus. 


Crowned emperor, 

896 

896 

Boniface VI. 

(murdered). 


896-897 

Stephen VII. 



897 

Bomanus. 




897 

Theodoras II. 




89S-900 

John IX. 


(Louis the Child.) 

899 

900-903 

Benedict IV. 




903 

LeoV. 


Louis HI. of Pro- 


903-904 

Christophoras 

(deposed). 

vence (in Italy). 

901 

904-911 

Sergius III. 


Conrad I. (of Fran- 


911-913 

Anastasius III. 


conia), King of 


913-914 

Lando. 


Germany. 

911-918 

914-928 

John X. 


Berengar (in Italy). 

915 

928-929 

Leo VI. 


Henry I. (the Fow- 


929-931 

Stephen VHL. 


ler), King of Ger- 


931-936 

John XL 


many. The House 


936-939 

Leo VII. 


of Saxony. 

918-926 

939-942 

Stephen IX. 


*Otto I. (the Great). 

936-973 

942-946 

Marinus II. 


Crowned emperor, 

962 

946-955 

955-963 

Agapetus IL 
John XII. 

(deposed). 



963-965 

Leo VIII. 

(deposed). 



964 

Benedict V. 



965-972 

John XIII. 


*Otto II. 

973-983 

972-974 

Benedict VI. 

(Boniface VH.?) 

974-983 

Benedict VH. 



983-984 i 

John XIV. 

(murdered). 

*Otto HI. 

983-1002 

984-985 

Boniface VII. 


Crowned emperor, 

996 
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985-996 John XV- 
996-999 Gregory V. 

QQ7_OQQ 

998-1003 Silvester II. 

1003 John XVII. 
1003-1009 John XVIII. 
1009-1012 Sergios IV. 
1012-1024 Benedict VIII, 
1012 

1024-1033 John XIX. 
1033-1046 Benedict IX. 
1044-1046 

1043-1046 Gregory VI. 

1046- 1047 Clement II. 

1047- 1048 Damasus II. 

1048- 1054 Leo IX. 
1054-1057 Victor II. 

1057- 105S Stephen X. 

1058- 1059 Benedict X. 
1058-1061 Nicolas II. 
1061-1073 Alexander II. 

1061 

1073-1085 Gregory VII. 

(Hildebrand). 

1080-1100 

1086-1087 Victor III. 
1088-1099 Urban II. 
1099-1118 Paschal II. 
1100 
1102 

1105-1111 

1118- 1119 Gelasius H. 
1138-1121 

1119- 1124 Calixtus II. 
1124 

1124-1130 Honorius II. 
1130-1143 Innocent II. 
1130-1138 
1138 

1143- 1144 Celestine H. 

1144- 1145 Lucius II. 

1145- 1153 Eugenius IIL 

1153- 1154 Anastasius IV. 

1154- 1159 Adrian IV. 
1159-1181 Alexander III. 
1159-1164 

1164-1168 

1168-1178 

1178-1180 

1181-1185 Lucius ILL 
1185-1187 Urban ILL 


Calabr itanus John XVI 


Gregory. 

(deposed). 
Silvester HI. 


(deposed). 


Cadalous (Honorius II.). 


Wibertus(Clement III.) 


Theodoricus. 

Albertus. 

Maginulfus (Silves- 
ter IV.). 

Burdinus (Gregory 
VIII.). 

Theobald us Buccape- 
cus (Celestine). 


Anadetus, H. 
Gregory (Victor IV.). 


J. L.*5l ULJr JLAi 

the h 
Saxon 

pW 

Crown ec 


*Conrad 
House of 3 


Crowned 


*Hemy 13 

X 

Crowned 

*Henry 3TV 
Crowned b 

. emperor, 

y the An- 

m amanf 

uJLJJUl/C 

fBudolf oi 


rival). 

fflTmnami nf T .n v_ 

embur 

*Henry V. 

g, rival). 

‘Lothaire II 

^Conrad I 

(the Saxon 

n. The 


f Hohen- 

staufen. (The Swa- 



lerors.; 
m. at Aix 

^Frederick 

I. (Bar- 

barossa). 

Crowned 

emperor, 



Octavianus (Victor IV.) 
Guido Cremensis 
(Paschal III.). 
Johannes de Struma. 

(Calixtus III.). 
Landus Titmus 
(Innocent IIL). 
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A* 3>. 


1187 

1187-1191 

1191-1198 

1198-1216 


1216-1227 

1227-1241 

1241 

1241-1254 


1254-1261 


1261-1264 

1265-1268 


POPES. 


ANTI-POPES. 


EMPERORS. 


Gregory VIII. 
Clement III. 


Celestine III. 
Innocent III. 


Honorius III. 
Gregory IX. 
Celestine IV- 

Innocent IV. 


*Henry VI. 

Philip of Swabia, and 
Otto IV. (rivals). 
*Otto IV. 

*Frederiek II. 
Crowned emperor. 

(Henry Raspe, rival) 
(William of Holland 
rival). 

Conrad IV- 


Alexander IV. 


Urban IV. 
Clement IV- 


Interregnum. 

Richai d (Earl of Corn- 
wall). 

Alfonso (King of Cas- 
tile)— (rivals). 


A. D. 


1190-1197 


1198 

1209-1215 

1215-1250 

1220 


1250-1254 

1254-1273 


1257 


1271-1276 Gregory X. 


1276 

1276 

1276- 1277 

1277- 3280 
1281-1285 
1285-1287 
1288-1292 


Innocent V. 
Adrian V. 
John XXL 
Nicolas III. 
Martin IV. 
Honorius IV. 
Nicolas IV. 


1294 St. Celestine V. 

1294^1303 Boniface VIII. 


(abdicated). 


1303-1304 Benedict XI. 
1305-1314 Clement V. 1 


1316-1334 

1334-1342 

1342-1352 


John XXn. 
Benedict XII. 
Clement VI. 


1352-1362 


Innocent VI. 


1362-1370 

1370-1378 

1378-1389 


Urban V. 
Gregory XI. 
Urban VI. 


Rudolf I. (of Haps- 
burg). House of 
Austria. 


1272-1291 


Adolf (of Nassau). 


1292-1298 


Albert I. (of Haps- 
burg). 


1298-1308 


*Henry VII. (of 
Luxemburg). 

*Lewis IV. (of Bava- 
ria). 

(Frederick tbe Fair 
of Austria, rival, 
1314-1330.) 


1308-1313 

1314K1347 


*Charles IV. (of 
Luxemburg). 

S bather of 

warzburg, rival). 


1347-1437 


1 Clement V. moved the papal see to Avignon in 1309, and his successors 
continued to reside there for seventy years, till Gregory XI. After that date 
arose a forty years’ schism between the Roman popes and the Avignon popes. 
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A-3>- 

POPES. 

ANTI-POPES. 

EMPERORS. 

A. D. 

1378-1394 


Clement YH. 



1389-1404 

1394^-1423 

Boniface IX. 

Benedict XHL 
(deposed, 1409) 

Wenzel (of Luxem- 
burg). 

1378-1400 

1404-1406 

Innocent VIL 


Rupert (of the PaJa- 


1406-1409 

Gregory XII. 

(deposed). 

tinate). 

1400-1410 

1410-1415 

Alexander V. 




1410-1415 

John XXm. 

(deposed). 

♦Sigismund (of Lux- 

1410-1437 




emburg). 

(Jobst of Moravia, 


1417-1431 

1431-1447 

Martin Y. 
Eugene IV. 

Clement YHL 

rival.) 



Felix V. 

Albert IL (of Haps- 

1438-1439 

1439-1449 


burg). 

1447-1455 

Nicolas Y. 


♦Frederick HI. 1 

1440-1493 

1455-1458 

Calixtos IV. 


Crowned emperor. 

1452 

1458-1464 

PiusH. 



1464-1471 

Paul IL 




1471-1484 

1484-1492 

Sixtus IV. 
Innocent YUL 


MflYimilian L 

1493-1519 

1492-1503 

Alexander YL 





Pius nx 




1503-1513 

1513-1521 



♦Charles Y. 

Crowned emperor at 

1519-1558 

1522-1523 

Hadrian YL 



1530 

1523-1534 





1534r-1549 

Paul HI. 



i 





i 

| 

1555 



Ferdinand L 

1558-1564 

| 


Paul IV. 



1559-1565 

Pius IV. 



■ 

1566-1572 

Pius V. 




1572-1585 



Ufayimilian IT. 

1564-1576 

IBiSSfcftM 




1590 

Urban VH. 




1590-1591 

Gregory XIV. 




1591 

1592-1605 



Rudolf H. 

1576-1612 

1605 

1605-1621 

Leo XI. 

Paul V. 


Matthias. 

1612-1619 


Ferdinand H. 

1621-1623 

Gregory XV. 


1619-1637 

1623-1644 

Urban VlIL 


mjmEm 

1644-1655 

Innocent X 


1637-1657 

1655-1667 

Alexander YH 


Leopold L 


1667-1669 

Clement IX 


1657-1705 


1 Frederick HE. was the last emperor crowned in Borne. All his successors, 
except Charles V H. and Francis L, were of the House of Hapsburg. 
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A. D. 

POPES. 

ANTI-POPES. 

EMPERORS. 

A.D. 

1G07-1G76 

Clement X. 




1G7C-1689 

Innocent XL 




1689-1691 

Alex’derVIII. 




1G91-1700 

Innocent XII. 




1700-1721 

Clement XI. 

* 

Joseph I. 

1705-1711 

1721-1724 

1724-1730 

1730-1740 

1740-1758 

Innocent XIII. 
Benedict XIII. 
Clement XII. 
Benedict XIV. 


Charles VI. 

Charles VII. (of Ba- 
varia). 

Francis I. (of Lor- 
raine). 

1711-1740 

1742-1745 

1745-1765 

1758-1769 

Clement XIII. 


Joseph II. 

1765-1790 

1769-1774 

Clem6nt XIV. 




1775-1799 

Pius VI. 


Leopold II. 

1790-1792 




Francis II. 

1792-1806 

1800-1823 

Pius VII. 


Abdication of Fran- 


1823-1829 

Leo XII. 


cis II. 

1806 

1829-1830 

1831-1846 

Pius VIII. 
Gregory XVI- 


(Francis I., Emperor 


1846-1878 

Pius IX. (long- 
est reign). 


of Austria). 
[German Confederation 

1814-1866 



North German Con- 
federation. 

1866-1870 

1878 

Leo XIII. 


[New German Empire. 

1870 


William I. of Prussia. 

1870] 
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§ 50. Gregory the Great . A. D. 590-604. 

LITERATURE. 

L Gregorii M. Opera . The best is the Benedictine ed. of Dora, de Ste 
Marthe (Dionysius Sammarthanus e congregatione St. Mauri), Par.. 
1705, 4 vols. fol. Reprinted in Venice, 1768-76, in 17 vols. 4to.; 
and, with additions, in Migne’s Pafrologia, 1849, in 5 vols. (Tom. 
75-79). 

Especially valuable are Gregory’s Epistles, nearly 850 (in third vol. of 
Migne’s ed.), A new ed. is being prepared by Paul Ewald. 

II. Biographies of Gregory L 

(1) Older biographies: in the ec Liber Pontificalis;” by Pauxtts Diacontts 

(|797), in Opera 1. 42 (ed. Migne); by Johannes Diacontts (9th 
cent.), ibid., p. 59, and one selected from his writings, ibid., p. 242. 
Detailed notices of Gregory in the writings of Gregory of Tours, Bede, 
Isidorus Hispal., Paul Wamefried (730). 

(2) Modern biographies : 

G. Lau ; Gregor I. nach seinem Leben und naeh seiner Lehre . Leipz., 1845. 
BoHRINGER: Die Kirche Ohristi und ihre Zeugen . Bd. I., Abth. IV. 
Zurich, 1846. 

G. Pfahler: Gregor der Gr . und seine Zeit. Frk£ a. M., 1852. 

James Barmby : Gregory the Great - London, 1879. Also his art. 
“Gregorius I.” in Smith & Wace, “Diet, of Christ. Biogr.,” IL 779 
(1880). 

Comp. Jaffe, Neander, Milman (Book III., ch. 7, vol. IL, 39 sqq.); 
Greenwood (Book III., chs. 6 and 7) ; Mont Alembert [Les moines 
d* Occident, Bk. V., Engl, transl., vol. II , 69 sqq.) ; Baxmann [Poli- 
tih der Pdpste, I. 44 sqq.) ; ZOPFFEL (art. Gregor I. in the new ed. 
of Herzog). 

“ Whatever may be thought of the popes of earlier times/' 
says Ranke/ u they always had great interests in view: the care 
of oppressed religion, the conflict with heathenism, the spread 
of Christianity among the northern nations, the founding of an 
independent hierarchy. It belongs to the dignity of human ex- 
istence to aim at and to execute something great ; this tendency 
the popes kept in upward motion.” 

This commendation of the earlier popes, though by no means 
applicable to all, is eminently true of the one who stands at the 
beginning of our period. 


1 Die Pomischm Pdpste des 16 und VJten Jahrkimderts , Th. I., p. 44 (2nd ed.). 



212 


FOUBTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


Gregoby the First, or the Great, the last of the Latin 
fathers and the first of the popes, connects the ancient with the 
mediaeval church, the Graeco-Roman with the Romano-Gennanic 
type of Christianity. He is one of the best representatives of 
mediaeval Catholicism: monastic, ascetic, devout and supersti- 
tious; hierarchical, haughty, and ambitious, yet humble before 
God; indifferent, if not hostile, to classical and secular culture, 
but friendly to sacred and ecclesiastical learning; just, humane, 
and liberal to ostentation; full of missionary zeal in the interest 
of Christianity and the Roman see, which to his mind were 
inseparably connected. He combined great executive ability 
with untiring industry, and amid all his official cares he never 
forgot the claims of personal piety. In genius he was surpassed 
by Leo L, Gregory VH., Innocent III.; but as a man and as 
a Christian, he ranks with the purest and most useful of the 
popes. Goodness is the highest kind of greatness, and the 
church has done right in according the title of the Great to him 
rather than to other popes of superior intellectual power. 

The times of his pontificate (A. D. Sept. 3, 590 to March 12, 
604) were full of trouble; and required just a man of his train- 
ing and character. Italy, from a Gothic kingdom, had become 
a province of the Byzantine empire, but was exhausted by war 
and overrun by the savage Lombards, who were still heathen 
or Arian heretics, and burned churches, slew ecclesiastics, robbed 
monasteries, violated nuns, reduced cultivated fields into a wil- 
derness. Rome was constantly exposed to plunder, and wasted 
by pestilence and famine. All Europe was in a chaotic state, 
and bordering on anarchy. Serious men, and Gregory himself, 
thought that the end of the world was near at hand. “ What 
is it,’’ says he in one of his sermons, “ that can at this time de- 
light us in this world? Everywhere we see tribulation, every- 
where we hear lamentation. The cities are destroyed, the castles 
tom down, the fields laid waste, the land made desolate. Vil- 
lages are empty, few inhabitants remain in the cities, and even 
these poor remnants of humanity are daily out down. The 



2 60. GREGORY THE GREAT. A.D. 590-604. 


213 


scourge of celestial justice does not cease, because no repentance 
takes place under the scourge. We see how some are carried 
into captivity, others mutilated, others slain. What is it, breth- 
ren, that can make us contented with this life ? If we love such 
a world, we love not our joys, but our wounds. We see what has 

become of her who was once the mistress of the world 

Let us then heartily despise the present world and imitate the 
works of the pious as well as we can.” 

Gregory was born about A. D. 540, from an old and wealthy 
senatorial (the Anieian) family of Rome, and educated for the 
service of the government. He became acquainted with Latin 
literature, and studied Ambrose, Jerome, and Augustin, but was 
ignorant of Greek. His mother Sylvia, after the death of Gor- 
dianus, her husband, entered a convent, and so excelled in sanc- 
tity that she was canonized. The Greek emperor Justin ap- 
pointed him to the highest civil office in Rome, that of imperial 
prefect (574). But soon afterwards he broke with the world, 
changed the palace of his father near Rome into a convent in 
honor of St. Andrew, and became himself a monk in it, after- 
wards abbot. He founded besides six convents in Sicily, and 
bestowed his remaining wealth on the poor. He lived in the 
strictest abstinence, and undermined his health by ascetic ex- 
cesses. Nevertheless he looked back upon this time as the hap- 
piest of his life. 

Pope Pelagius II. made him one of the seven deacons of the 
Roman Church, and sent him as ambassador or nuntius to the 
court of Constantinople (579). 1 His political training and exe- 
cutive ability fitted him eminently for this post. He returned 
in 585, and was appointed abbot of his convent, but employed 
also for important public business. 

1 Apocrisiarius ( airoKpun&ptog , or ayyehx), responsalis . Du Cange defines it: 

Nuntius, Legabus . . prcesertim qui a pontifice Romano , vd etiam ab arcMepiscopis 
ad comitatum mittebantwr, quo res ecdesianm suarum peragerent, et dews ad prior 
dpem referrenL” The Roman delegates to Constantinople were usually taken 
from the deacons. Gregory is the fifth Roman deacon who served in this 
capacity at Constantinople, according to Du Cange & v. Apocrisiarius. 
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It -was during his monastic period (either before or, more pro- 
bably, after his return from Constantinople) that his missionary 
zeal was kindled, by an incident on the slave market, in behalf 
of the Anglo-Saxons. The result (as recorded in a previous 
chapter) was the conversion of England and the extension of the 
jurisdiction of the Roman see, during his pontificate. This is 
the greatest event of that age, and the brightest jewel in his 
crown. Like a Christian Caesar, he re-conquered that fair island 
by an army of thirty monks, marching under the sign of the 
cross. 1 

In 590 Gregory was elected pope by the unanimous voice of 
the clergy, the senate, and the people, notwithstanding his strong 
remonstrance, and confirmed by his temporal sovereign, the 
Byzantine emperor Mauricius. Monasticism, for the first time, 
ascended the papal throne. Hereafter till his death he devoted 
all his energies to the interests of the holy see and the eternal 
city, in the firm consciousness of being the successor of St. Peter 
and the vicar of Christ. He continued the austere simplicity of 
monastic life, surrounded himself with monks, made them bishops 
and legates, confirmed the rule of St. Benedict at a council of 
Rome, guaranteed the liberty and property of convents, and by 
his example and influence rendered signal services to the monas- 
tic order. He was unbounded in his charities to the poor. 
Three thousand virgins, impoverished nobles and matrons re- 
ceived without a blush alms from his hands. He sent food 
from his table to the hungry before he sat down for his frugal 
meal. He interposed continually in favor of injured widows 
and orphans. He redeemed slaves and captives, and sanctioned 
the sale of consecrated vessels for objects of charity. 

Gregory began his administration with a public act of humi- 
liation on account of the plague which had cost the life of his 
predecessor. Seven processions traversed the streets for three 
days with prayers and hymns; but the plague continued to 
ravage, and demanded eighty victims during the procession. 

1 See above \ 10, pp. 30 sqq. 
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The later legend made it the means of staying the calamity, in 
consequence of the appearance of the archangel Michael patting 
back the drawn sword into its sheath over the Mausoleum of 
Hadrian, since called the Castle of St. Angelo, and adorned by 
the statue of an angel. 

His activity as pontiff was incessant, and is the more astonish- 
ing as he was in delicate health and often confined to bed. 
“For a long time,” he wrote to a friend in 601, “I have been 
unable to rise from my bed. I am tormented by the pains of 
gout; a kind of fire seems to pervade my whole body: to live 
is pain; and I look forward to death as the only remedy.” In 
another letter he says : “I am daily dying, but never die.” 

Nothing seemed too great, nothing too little for his personal 
care. He organized and completed the ritual of the church, 
gave it greater magnificence, improved the canon of the mass 
and the music by a new mode of chanting called after him. He 
preached often and effectively, deriving lessons of humility and 
piety from the calamities of the times, which appeared to him 
harbingers of the judgment-day. He protected the city of Rome 
against the savage and heretical Lombards. He administered 
the papal patrimony, which embraced large estates in the neigh- 
borhood of Rome, in Calabria, Sardinia, Corsica, Sicily, Dalma- 
tia, and even in Gaul and Africa. He encouraged and advised 
missionaries. As patriarch of the West, he extended his pater- 
nal care over the churches in Italy, Gaul, Spain, and Britain, 
and sent the pallium to some metropolitans, yet without claim- 
ing any legal jurisdiction. He appointed, he also reproved and 
deposed bishops for neglect of duty or crime. He resolutely 
opposed the prevalent practice of simony, and forbade the clergy 
to exact or accept fees for their services. He corresponded, in 
the interest of the church, with nobles, kings and queens in the 
West, with emperors and patriarchs in the Fast. He hailed the 
return of the Gothic kingdom of Spain under Reccared from 
the Arian heresy to the Catholic faith, which was publicly pro- 
claimed by the Council of Toledo, May 8, 589. He wrote to 
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the king a letter of congratulation, and exhorted him to humility, 
chastity, and mercy. The detested Lombards likewise cast off 
Arianism towards the dose of his life, in consequence partly of 
his influence over Queen Theodelinda, a Bavarian prin cess, who 
had been reared in the trinitarian faith. He endeavored to 
suppress the remnants of the Donatist schism in Africa. Un- 
compromising against Christian heretics and schismatics, he was 
a step in advance of his age in liberality towards the Jews. He 
censured the bishop of Terraeina and the bishop of Cagliari for 
unjustly depriving them of their synagogues; he condemned the 
forcible baptism of Jews in Gaul, and declared conviction by 
preaching the only legitimate means of conversion ; he did not 
scruple, however, to try the dishonest method of bribery, and 
he inconsistently denied the Jews the right of building new 
synagogues and possessing Christian slaves. He made efforts, 
though in vain, to check the slave-trade, which was chiefly in 
the hands of Jews. 

After his death, the public distress, which he had labored to 
alleviate, culminated in a general famine, and the ungrateful 
populace of Rome was on the point of destroying his library, 
when the archdeacon Peter stayed their fury by asserting that 
he had seen the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove hovering 
above Gregory’s head as he wrote his books. Hence he is rep- 
resented with a dove. He was buried in St. Peter’s under the 
altar of St. Andrew. 

Note. Estimates of Gregory I. 

Bishop Bossuet (as quoted by Montalembert, H. 173) thus tersely sums 
up the public life of Gregory: “This great pope . . . subdued the Lom- 
bards; saved Rome and Italy, though the emperors could give him no 
assistance ; repressed the new-born pride of the patriarchs of Constanti- 
nople; enlightened the whole church by his doctrine; governed the 
East and the West with as much vigor as humility; and gave to the 
world a perfect model of ecclesiastical government.” 

To this Count Montalembert (likewise a Roman Catholic) adds: “It 
was the Benedictine order which gave to the church him whom no one 
would have hesitated to call the greatest of the popes, had not the same 
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order, five centuries later, produced St. Gregory VII. . . . He is truly 
Gregory the Great, because he issued irreproachable from numberless 
and boundless difficulties ; because he gave as a foundation to the in- 
creasing grandeur of the Holy See, the renown of his virtue, the candor 
of his innocence, the humble and inexhaustible tenderness of his heart.” 

"The pontificate of Gregory the Great,” says Gibbon (ch. 45), "which 
lasted thirteen years, six months, and ten days, is one of the most edify- 
ing periods of the history of the church. His virtues, and even his faults, 
a singular mixture of simplicity and cunning, of pride and h umili ty, of 
sense and superstition, were happily suited to his station and to the tem- 
per of the times.” 

Lau says (in his excellent monograph, pp. 302, 306): "The spiritual 
qualities of Gregory’s character are strikingly apparent in his actions. 
With a clear, practical understanding, he combined a kind and mild heart ; 
but he was never weak. Fearful to the obstinate transgressor of the 
laws, on account of his inflexible justice, he was lenient to the repentant 
and a warm friend to his friends, though, holding, as he did, righteous- 
ness and the weal of the church higher tha n friendship, he was severe 
upon any neglect of theirs. With a great prudence in managing the 
most different circumstances, and a great sagacity in treating the most 
different characters, he combined a moral firmness which never yielded 
an inch of what he had recognized as right; but he never became stub- 
born. The rights of the church and the privileges of the apostolical see 
he fought for with the greatest pertinacity; but for himself personally, 
he wanted no honors. As much as he thought of the church and the 
Roman chair, so modestly he esteemed himself. More than once his acts 
gave witness to the humility of his heart: humility was, indeed, to him 
the most important and the most sublime virtue. His activity was pro- 
digious, encompassing great objects and small ones with equal zeal. 
Nothing ever became too great for his energy or too small for his atten- 
tion. He was a warm patriot, and cared incessantly for the material as 
well as for the spiritual welfare of his countrymen. More than once he 
saved Rome from the Lombards, and relieved her from famine. . . . He 
was a great character with grand plans, in the realization of which he 
showed as much insight as firmness, as much prudent calculation of cir- 
cumstances as sagacious judgment of men. The influence he has exer- 
cised is immense, and when this influence is not in every respect for the 
good, his time is to blame, not he. His goal was always that which he 
acknowledged as the best Among all the popes of the sixth and follow- 
ing centuries, he shines as a star of the very first magnitude.*' 

End. Baxmann ( 1 . c., I. 45 sq.): "Amidst the general commotion 
which the invasion of the Lombards caused in Italy, one man stood fast 
on his post in the eternal city, no matter how high the surges swept over 
it. As Luther, in his last will, calls himself an advocate of God, whose 
rmruft was well known in heaven and on earth and in hell, the epitaph. 
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says of Gregory I. that he ruled as the consul Dei. He was the chief 
bishop of the republic of the ehurch, the fourth doctor eccleme , beside the 
three other powerful theologians and columns of the Latin church : Am- 
brose, Augustine, and Jerome. He is justly called the pater ceremoniarum , 
the pater monachorum , and the Great. What the preceding centuries had 
produced in the Latin church for church government and dogmatics, for 
pastoral care and liturgy, he gathered together, and for the coming cen- 
turies he laid down the norms which were seldom deviated from.’* 

To this we add the judgment of James Barmby, the latest biographer 
of Gregory ( Greg ., p. 191) : “ Of the loftiness of his aims, the earnestness 
of his purpose, the fervor of his devotion, his unwearied activity, and his 
personal purity, there can be no doubt. These qualities are conspicuous 
through his whole career. If his religion was of the strongly ascetic 
type, and disfigured by superstitious credulity, it bore in these respects 
the complexion of his age, inseparable then from aspiration after the 
highest holiness. Nor did either superstition or asceticism supersede in 
him the principles of a true inward religion-justice, mercy, and truth. 
We find him, when occasion required, exalting mercy above sacrifice; 
he was singularly kindly and benevolent, as well as just, and even his 
zeal for the full rigor of monastic discipline was tempered with much 
gentleness and allowance for infirmity. If, again, with singleness of 
main purpose was combined at times the astuteness of the diplomatist, 
and a certain degree of politic insincerity in addressing potentates, his 
iunrifl were never personal or selfish. And if he could stoop, for the 
attainment of his ends, to the then prevalent adulation of the great, he 
could also speak his mind fearlessly to the greatest, when he felt great 
principles to be at stake.” 

§ 51. Gregory and the Universal Episcopate . 

The activity of Gregory tended powerfully to establish the 
authority of the papal chair. He combined a triple dignity, 
episcopal, metropolitan, and patriarchal. He was bishop of the 
city of Rome, metropolitan over the seven suffragan (afterwards 
called cardinal) bishops of the Roman territory, and patriarch 
of Italy, in fact of the whole "West, or of all the Latin churches. 
This claim was scarcely disputed except as to the degree of his 
power in particular cases. A certain primacy of honor among 
all the patriarchs was also conceded, even by the East. But a 
mdversal episcopate, including an authority of jurisdiction over 
the Eastern or Greek church, was not acknowledged, and, what 
is more remarkable, was not even claimed by him, but emphati- 
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cally declined and denounced. He stood between the patriarchal 
and the strictly papal system. He regarded the four patriarchs 
of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, to whom 
he announced his election with a customary confession of his 
faith, as co-ordinate leaders of the church under Christ, the 
supreme head, corresponding as it were to the four oecumenical 
councils and the four gospels, as their common foundation, yet 
after all with a firm belief in a papal primacy. His correspon- 
dence with the East on this subject is exceedingly important. 
The controversy began in 595, and lasted several years, but was 
not settled. 

John IV., the Faster, patriarch of Constantinople, repeatedly 
used in his letters the title “oecumenical” or “universal bishop.” 
This was an honorary title, which had been given to patriarchs 
by the emperors Leo and Justinian, and confirmed to John and 
his successors by a Constantinopolitan synod in 588. It had 
also been used in the Council of Chalcedon of pope Leo JJ 

1 Gregory alludes to this fact in a letter to John (Lib. V* 18, in Migne’s ed. 
of Greg. Opera, vol. III. 740) and to the emperor Mauricius (Lib. V. 20, in 
Migne HL 747), but says in both that the popes never claimed nor used “ hoc 
temerarium nomen” . . . “ Gerte pro bead Petri apostolorum prindpis honore, per 
venerandam Cfialcedonensem synodum Romano pontifid oblatum est [nomen istud 
blasphemice ]. Sed nvllus eorum unquam hoc singvlaritatis nomine uti consensit, ne 
dum privatum aliquid daretur uni , honor e debito sacerdotes primrentur universi. 
Quid est ergo quod nos hujus vocabidi gloriam et oblatam non qucerimus . et alter sibi 
Kane arripere et nan oblatam prassumitf ” Strictly speaking, however, the fact 
assumed by Gregory is not quite correct. Leo was styled ohcovjj.evt.Kbs apx&- 
nioKOTrog only in an accusation against Dioscurns, in the third session of Chal- 
cedon. The papal delegates subscribed: Vicarii apostolici universalis ecdeskb 
papas, which was translated by the Greeks : rijs olKovyevucgg eKKhjatag emoKOKov . 
The popes claimed to be popes (but not bishops) of the universal church. See 
Hefele, Oonciliengesch . II. 526. Boniface m. is said to have openly assumed 
the title universalis episcopus in 606, when he obtained from the emperor Pho- 
cas a decree styling the see of Peter “caput omnium ecdesiarunu” It appears 
as serf-assumed in the Liber Diumus , A.D. 682-5, and is frequent after 
the seventh centuiy. The canonists, however, make a distinction between 
u universalis ecdesice episcopus” and “episcopus universalis” or “ ceeumenicus” 
meaning by the latter an immediate jurisdiction in the diocese of other bishops, 
which was formerly denied to the pope. But according to the Vatican system 
of 1870, he is the bishop of bishops, over every single bishop, and over all 
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But Gregory X. was provoked and irritated beyond measure by 
the assumption of his Eastern rival, and strained every nerve 
to procure a revocation of that title. He characterized it as a 
foolish, proud, profane, wicked, pestiferous, blasphemous, and 
diabolical usurpation, and compared him who used it to Lucifer. 
He wrote first to Sabinianus, his apocrisiarius or ambassador in 
Constantinople, then repeatedly to the patriarch, to the emperor 
Mauricius, and even to the empress ; for with all his monkish 
contempt for woman, he availed himself on every occasion of 
the female influence in high quarters. He threatened to break 
off communion with the patriarch. He called upon the empe- 
ror to punish such presumption, and reminded him of the con- 
tamination of the see of Constantinople by such arch-heretics as 
Nestorius. 1 

Failing in his efforts to change the mind of his rival in New 
Rome, he addressed himself to the patriarchs of Alexandria and 
Antioch, and played upon their jealousy; but they regarded the 
title simply as a form of honor, and one of them addressed him 
as oecumenical pope, a compliment which Gregory could not 
consistently accept. 2 

After the death of John the Faster in 596, Gregory instructed 
his ambassador at Constantinople to demand from the new pa- 
triarch, Cyriacus, as a condition of intercommunion, the renun- 
ciation of the wicked title, and in a letter to Maurice he went 
so far as to declare:, that "whosoever calls himself universal priest, 
or desires to be called so, was the forerunner of Antichri st.” 3 

bishops pat together, and all bishops are simply Ms vicars, as he himself is 
the view of Christ See my Greeds of Christendom, L 151. 

1 See the letters in Lib. V. 18-21 (Migne EH. 738-751). His predecessor, 
Pelagias H. (578-590), had already strongly denounced the assumption of the 
title by John, and at the same time disclaimed it for himself, while yet dewly 
asserting the universal primacy of the see of Peter. See Migne, Tom. LXXEC. 
739, and Baronins, ad aim. 587. 

1 Bp. V- 43 : ai Euloginm et Anastasiam epaeopos; VL 60; VII. 34, 40. 

5 Ep. VJLL 13: “Ego autem confidenter dim quia quisqrn se mwenakm tacer* 
dotrn men*, vd voeari deeiderat, in datione am Antiehriahm prceeurrit, quia super- 
biendo se cceteris pneponit." 
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In opposition to these high-sounding epithets, Gregory called 
himself, in proud humility, "the servant of the servants of God.” 1 
This became one of the standing titles of the popes, although it 
sounds like irony in conjunction with their astounding claims. 

But his remonstrance was of no avail. Neither the patriarch 
nor the emperor obeyed his wishes. Hence he hailed a change 
of government which occurred in 602 by a violent revolution. 

When Phocas, an ignorant, red-haired, beardless, vulgar, cruel 
and deformed upstart, after the most atrocious murder of Mau- 
rice and his whole family (a wife, six sons and three daughters), 
ascended the throne, Gregory hastened to congratulate him and 
his wife Leontia (who was not much better) in most enthusiastic 
terms, calling on heaven and earth to rejoice at their accession, 
and vilifying the memory of the dead emperor as a tyrant, from 
whose yoke the church was now fortunately freed* This is 
a dark spot, but the only really dark and inexcusable spot in the 
life of this pontiff. He seemed to have acted in this case on the 
infamo us maxim that the end justifies the means. 3 His motive 

1 " Serous servorum Dei? See Joa. Diaconus, Vi t Greg. II. 1 , and Inh. Dir 
umuSj in Migne, Tom. CV. 23. Augustin (Epist. 217, ad Vitolem) had before 
subscribed himself: t£ Serous Gkristi, etperipsum serous servorum ejus ? Comp. 
Matt. xx. 26 ; xxiii. 11. Fulgentius styled himself t( Servorum Oiristi famulus? 
The popes ostentatiously wash the beggars’ feet at St. Peter’s in holy week, in 
imitation of Christ’s example, but expect kings and queens to kiss their toe. 

1 His letter £t ad Phocaan imperatorem?’ Bp. XIII. 31 (HI. 1281 in Migne) 
begins with “ Gloria in excdsis Deo, qui junta quod seriptum est, irrvmutat tempera 
et transfert regno.” Comp, his letter a ad Leontiam imperatrieeni” ( Ep . XIH. 39). 

* Gibbon (ch. 46) : "As a subject and a Christian, it was the duty of Gregory 
to acquiesce in the established government; bnt the joyful applause with which 
be salutes the fortune of the assassin, has sullied, with indelible disgrace^ the 
character of the saint.” Milman (II. 83) : u The darkest stain on the name 
of Gregory is his cruel and unchristian triumph in the fall of the Emperor 
Maurice — his base and adulatory praise of Phocas, the most odious and san- 
guinary tyrant who had ever seized the throne of Constantinople*” Monta- 
lembert says (IL 116): "This is the only stain in the life of Gregory. We do 
not attempt either to conceal or excuse it . . . Among the greatest and holiest 
of mortals, virtue, like wisdom, always foils short in some respect” It is cha- 
ritable to amume, with Baronins and other Roman Catholic historians, that 
Gregory, although usually very well informed, at the time he expressed his 
extravagant joy at the elevation of Phocas, knew only tire feet* and not tire 
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was no doubt to secure the protection and aggrandizement of the 
B,oman see. He did not forget to remind the empress of the 
papal proof-text : “ Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church,” and to add : “I do not doubt that you will 
take care to oblige and bind him to you, by whom you desire to 
be loosed from your sins.” 

The murderer and usurper repaid the favor by taking side 
with the pope against his patriarch (Cyriacus), who had shown 
sympathy with the unfortunate emperor. He acknowledged the 
Soman church to be “the head of all churches.” 1 But if he 
ever made such a decree at the instance of Boniface III., who 
at that time was papal nuntius at Constantinople, he must have 
meant merely such a primacy of honor as had been before con- 
ceded to Some by the Council of Chalcedon and the emperor 
Justinian. At all events the disputed title continued to be used 
by the patriarchs and emperors of Constantinople. Phocas, after 
a disgraceful reign (602-610), was stripped of the diadem and 
purple, loaded with chains, insulted, tortured, beheaded and 
cast into the flames. He was succeeded by Heraclius. 

In this whole controversy the pope’s jealousy of the patriarch 
is very manifest, and suggests the suspicion that it inspired the 
protest 

Gregory displays in his correspondence with his rival a sin- 
gular combination of pride and humility. He was too proud to 

bloody means of the elevation. The same ignorance most be assumed in the 
case of his flattering letters to Brnnhilde, the profligate and vicious fury of 
France. Otherwise we would have here on a small scale an anticipation of 
the malignant joy with which Gregory XIII. hailed the fearful slaughter of 
the Huguenots. 

1 The words run thus: “Sic [Fkoca s] rogante papa Bonifacio statuit sedan 
Bomarue el apostoiicee ecdesice caput esse omnium ecclesiakum, quia ecclesia 
OonstamMnopolitam prinum se omnium ecdesiarum scribebat.” Panics Diaconus, 
Be Qest. Lamb. IV., cap. 7, in Muratori, Her. ltd., 1. 465. But the authen- 
ticity of this report, which was afterwards frequently copied, is doubtful. It 
has been abused by controversialists on both sides. It is not the first declara- 
tion of the Homan primacy, nor is it a declaration of an exclusive primacy, nor 
an abrogation of the title of “oecumenical patriarch” on the part of the bishop 
of Constantinople. Comp. Greenwood, vol. IL 239 sqq. 
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concede to him the title of a universal bishop, and yet too hum- 
ble or too inconsistent to claim it for himself. His arguments 
imply that he would have the best right to the title, if it were 
not wrong in itself. His real opinion is perhaps best expressed 
in a letter to Eulogius of Alexandria. He accepts all the com- 
pliments which Eulogius paid to him as the successor of Peter, 
whose very name signifies firmness and solidity; but he ranks 
Antioch and Alexandria likewise as sees of Peter, which are 
nearly, if not quite, on a par with that of Rome, so that the 
three, as it were, constitute but one see. He ignores Jerusalem. 
“The see of the Prince of the Apostles alone,” he says, “has 
acquired a principality of authority, which is the see of one only, 
though in three places (quce in tribus locis unius est ). For he 
himself has exalted the see in which he deigned to rest and to 
end his present life [Rome]. He himself adorned the see 
[Alexandria] to which he sent his disciple [Mark] as evangelist. 
He himself established the see in which he sat for seven years 
[Antioch]. Since, then, the see is one, and of one, over which 
by divine authority three bishops now preside, whatever good I 
hear of you I impute to myself. If you believe anything good 
of me, impute this to your own merits ; because we are one in 
Him who said: 'That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, 
art in Me, and I in Thee, that all may be one in us 5 (John 
xvii. 21) 

When Eulogius, in return for this exaltation of his own 
see, afterwards addressed Gregory as “universal pope,” he 
strongly repudiated the title, saying : “ I have said that neither 
to me nor to any one else (nee mihi , nee cuiquam atteri) ought 
you to write anything of the kind. And lo ! in the preface of 
your letter you apply to me, who prohibited it, the proud title 
of universal pope; which thing I beg your most sweet Holiness 

1 Bp. VII. 40 (Migne III. 899). This parallel between the three great sees 
of Peter— a hierarchical tri-personality in unity of essence— seems to be entirely 
original with Gregory, and was never used afterwards by a Roman pontiff! It 
is fatal to the sole primacy of the Roman chair of Peter, and this is the very 
essence of popery. 
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to do no more, because what is given to others beyond what rea- 
son requires is subtracted from you. I do not esteem that an 
honor by which I know my brethren lose their honor. My 
honor is that of the universal Church. My honor is the solid 
strength of my brethren. I am then truly honored when all 
and each are allowed the honor that is due to them. For, if 
your Holiness calls me universal pope, you deny yourself to be 
that which you call me universally [that is, you own yourself to 
be no pope]. But no more of this : away with words which 
inflate pride and wound charily!” He even objects to the ex- 
pression, "as 'thou hast commanded,” which had occurred in his 
correspondent’s letter. "Which word, ‘commanded/ I pray 
you let me hear no more; for I know what I am, and what you 
are: in position you are my brethren, in manners you are my 
fathers. I did not, therefore, command, but desired only to in- 
dicate what seemed to me expedient .” 1 

On the other hand, it cannot be denied that Gregory, while 
he protested in the strongest terms against the assumption by 
the Eastern patriarchs of the antichristian and blasphemous title 
of universal bishop, claimed and exercised, as far as he had the 
opportunity and power, the authority and oversight over the 
whole church of Christ, even in the East. "With respect to 
the church of Constantinople,” he asks in one of his letters, 
" who doubts that it is subject to the apostolic see?" And in 
another letter: "I know not what bishop is not subject to it, if 
fault is found in him.” “ To all who know the Gospels,” he 
writes to emperor Maurice, "it is plain that to Peter, as the 
prince of all the apostles, was committed by our Lord the care 
of the whole church (totius ecdesioe curd). . . . But although 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven and the power to bind and 
to loose, were intrusted to him, and the care and principality 
of the whole church (totius ecdesioe cwra et principatus), he is 
not called universal bishop ; while my most holy fellow-priest 
(vir sandissimus consaeerdos mens) John dares to call himself 

30 (III. 933). 
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universal bishop. I am compelled to exclaim : 0 tempora, 0 
mores/" 1 

We have no right to impeach Gregory's sincerity. But he 
was clearly inconsistent in disclaiming the name, and yet claim- 
ing the thi ng itself. The real objection is to the pretension of 
a universal episcopate, not to the title. If we concede the for- 
mer, the latter is perfectly legitimate. And such universal power 
had already been claimed by Roman pon tiffs before Gregory, 
such as Leo I., Felix, Gelasius, Hormisdas, in language and acts 
more haughty and self-sufficient than his. 

No wonder, therefore, that the successors of Gregory, less 
humble and more consistent than he, had no scruple to use 
equivalent and even more arrogant titles than the one against 
which he so solemnly protested with the warning: “God resist- 
ed the proud, but giveth grace to the humble." 2 But it is a 
very remarkable fact, that at the beginning of the unfolding of 
the greatest power of the papacy one of the best of popes should 
have protested against the antiehristian pride and usurpation of 
the system. 

§ 52. The Writings of Gregory . 

Comp, the second part of Latj’s biography, pp. 311 sqq., and Adolf 
Ebert: Geschichte der ChrMich^Laidnisck^ IMeraiur, bis zum 
ZeitaUer Karls der Grossest > Leipzig, 1874 sqq., vol. I. 516 sqq. 

With all the multiplicity of his cares, Gregory found time for 
literary labor. His books are not of great literary merit, but 
were eminently popular and useful for the clergy of the middle 
ages. 

TTia theology was based upon the four oecumenical councils 
and the four Gospels, which he regarded as the immovable 

1 EpissL Y. 20 ( TTT - 745). He quotes in proof the pet-texts of popery, John 
xxi. 17 ; Luke xxii, 31 ; Matt xvi. 18. 

3 Such titles as Unwersalis Episcopate (used by Boniface HL, a year alter 
Gregory's death), Pontifex Maximus, Summus Ponitfex, Vtcarius Ghri sH, and 
even “iptdus Dei m terras Vicarius” ( Gone. Trad. VI. Dertfvrm., c. 1). First 
Vicar of Peter, then Vicar of Christ, at last Vicar of God Almighty I 
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pillars of orthodoxy; he also accepted the condemnation of the 
three chapters by the fifth oecumenical council. He was a mo- 
derate Augustinian, but with an entirely practical, unspeculative, 
uncritical, traditional and superstitious bent of mind. His de- 
struction of the Palatine Libraxy, if it ever existed, is now 
rejected as a fable; but it reflects his contempt for secular and 
classical studies as beneath the dignity of a Christian bishop. 
Yet in ecclesiastical learning and pulpit eloquence he had no 
superior in his age. 

Gregory is one of the great doctors or authoritative fathers of 
the church. His views on sin and grace axe almost semi-Pela- 
gian. He makes predestination depend on fore-knowledge; 
represents the fallen nature as sick only, not as dead ; lays great 
stress on the meritoriousness of good works, and is chiefly re- 
sponsible for the doctrine of a purgatorial fire, and masses for 
the benefit of the souls in purgatory. 

His Latin style is not classical, but ecclesiastical and monkish; 
it abounds in barbarisms ; it is prolix and chatty, but occasionally 
sententious and rising to a rhetorical pathos, which he borrowed 
from the prophets of the Old Testament. 

The following are his works : 

1. Magna, Moralia, in thirty-five books. This large work 
was begun in Constantinople at the instigation of Leander, bishop 
of Seville, and finished in Rome. It is a three-fold exposition 
of the book of Job according to its historic or literal, its allego- 
rical, and its moral meaning. 1 

Being ignorant of the Hebrew and Greek languages, and of 
Oriental history and customs (although for some time a resident 
of Constantinople), Gregory lacked the first qualifications for a 
grammatical and historical interpretation. 

The allegorical part is an exegetical curiosity: he reads be- 

1 Bp. missoria, cap. 3 (ed. Migne I. 513) : “ Primium gwidern fundomenta histo- 
ries ponimus; demde per signifieationem typicam in artern fidei fahrieam mentis 
erigiims; ad extremum gyoqueper moralitaMs gratiam, quasi superducto cedifieium 
colors vestimm.” 
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tween or beneath the lines of that wonderful poem the history 
of Christ and a whole system of theology natural and revealed. 
The names of persons and things, the numbers, and even the 
syllables, are filled with mystic meaning. Job represents Christ; 
his wife the carnal nature; his seven sons (seven being the 
number of perfection) represent the apostles, and hence the 
clergy; his three daughters the three classes of the faithful laity 
who are to worship the Trinity; his friends the heretics; the 
seven thousand sheep the perfect Christians; the three thousand 
camels the heathen and Samaritans; the five hundred yoke of 
oxen and five hundred she-asses again the heathen, because the 
prophet Isaiah says : “ The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master’s crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not 
consider.” 

The moral sense, which Gregory explains last, is an edifying 
homiletical expansion and application, and a sort of compend of 
Christian ethics. 

2. Twenty-two Homilies on Ezekiel, delivered in Borne du- 
ring the siege by Agilulph, and afterwards revised. 

3. Forty Homilies on the Gospels for the day, preached by 
Gregory at various times, and afterwards edited. 

4. Liber Begvlce PastoraMs, in four parts. It is a pastoral 
theology, treating of the duties and responsibilities of the minis- 
terial office, in justification of his reluctance to undertake the 
burden of the papal dignity. It is more practical than Chrysos- 
tom’s “ Priesthood .” It was held in the highest esteem in the 
Middle Ages, translated into Greek by order of the emperor 
Maurice, and into Anglo-Saxon by King Alfred, and given to 
the bishops in France at their ordination, together with the book 
of canons, as a guide in the discharge of their duties. Gregory, 
according to the spirit of his age, enjoins strict celibacy even 
upon sub-deacons. But otherwise he gives most excellent advice 
suitable to all times. He makes preaching one of the chief duties 
of pastors, in the discharge of which he himself set a good ex- 
ample. He warns them to guard against the besetting sin of 
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pride at the very outset; for they will not easily learn humility 
in ajhigh position. They should preach by their lives as well 
as their words. “ He who, by the necessity of his position, fa 
required to speak the highest things, fa compelled by the same 
necessity to exemplify the highest. For that voice best pene- 
trates the hearts of hearers which the life of the speaker com- 
mends, because what he commends in his speech he helps to 
practice by his example.” He advises to combine meditation 
and action. “Our Lord,” he says, “continued in prayer on the 
mountain, but wrought miracles in the cities; showing to pastors 
that while aspiring to the highest, they should mingle in sym- 
pathy with the necessities of the infirm. The more kindly cha- 
rity descends to the lowest, the more vigorously it recurs to the 
highest.” The spiritual ruler should never be so absorbed in 
external cares as to forget the inner life of the soul, nor neglect 
external things in the care for his inner life. “ The word of 
doctrine fails to penetrate the mind of the needy, unless com- 
mended by the hand of compassion.” 

5. Four books of Dialogues on the lives and miracles of St. 
Benedict of Nursia and other Italian saints, and on the immor- 
tality of the soul (593). These dialogues between Gregory and 
the Roman archdeacon Peter abound in incredible marvels and 
visions of the state of departed souls. He acknowledges, how- 
ever, that he knew these stories only from hearsay, and defends 
his recording them by the example of Mark and Lukei, who 
reported the gospel from what they heard of the eye-witnesses. 
His veracity, therefore, fa not at stake; but it fa strange that a 
man of his intelligence and good sense should believe such gro- 
tesque and childish marvels. The Dialogues are the chief source 
of the mediaeval superstitions about purgatory. Ring Alfred 
ordered them to be translated into the Anglo-Saxon. 

6. His Epistles (888 in all) to bishops, princes, missionaries, 
and other persons in all parts of Christendom, give us the best 
idea of his character and administration, and of the conversion 
of the Anglo-Saxons. They treat of topics of theology, morals, 
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politics, diplomacy, monasticism, episcopal and papal adminis- 
tration, and give us the best insight into his manifold duties, 
cares, and sentiments. 

7. The Gregorian Sacramentary is based upon the older Sac- 
ramentaries of Gelasius and Leo I., with some changes in the 
Canon of the Mass. Has assertion that in the celebration of the 
encharist, the apostles used the Lord’s Prayer only (solummodo), 
has caused considerable discussion. Probably he meant no other 
prayer, in addition to the words of institution, which he took 
for granted. 

8. A collection of antiphons for mass (Liber Antiphonarius ). 
It contains probably later additions. Several other works of 
doubtful authenticity, and nine Latin hymns are also attributed 
to Gregory. They are in the metre of St. Ambrose, without 
the rhyme, except the “Bex Chrisie, factor omnium” (which is 
very highly spoken of by Luther). They are simple, devout, 
churchly, elevated in thought and sentiment, yet without poetic 
fire and vigor. Some of them as “Blest Creator of the Light” 
(Luds Creator optime), “O merciful Creator, hear” (Audi, beate 
Qmditor), “Good it is to keep the fast” (Clarum deem jejunii), 
have recently been made familiar to English readers in free 
translations from the Anglo-Catholic school. 1 He was a great 
ritualist (hence called “Master of Ceremonies”), but with con- 
siderable talent for sacred poetry and music. The “Cantus Gre- 
gorianus” so called was probably a return from the artistic and 
melodious antiphonal “Cantus Ambrosianus ” to the more an- 
cient and simple mode of chanting. He founded a school of 
singers, which became a nursery of similar schools in other 
churches. 3 

Some other writings attributed to him, as an Exposition of 
the First Book of Kings, and an allegorical Exposition of the 
Canticles, are of doubtful genuineness. 

- See “Hymns Ancient and Modem.” 

* Comp. Barmby, dreg, (he Or., pp. 188-190; Lao, p. 262; Eber^ L 519. 
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§ 53. The Papacy from Gregory I. to Gregory II. A.D. 

604-715. 

The successors of Gregory I. to Gregory II. were, with few 
exceptions, obscure men, and ruled but a short time. They were 
mostly Italians, many of them Romans; a few were Syrians, 
chosen by the Eastern emperors in the interest of their policy 
and theology. 

Sabinianus (604) was as hard and avaricious as Gregory was 
benevolent and liberal, and charged the famine of his reign upon 
the prodigality of his sainted predecessor. Boniface III. (606- 
607) did not scruple to assume the title of “ universal bishop,” 
against which Gregory, in proud humility, had so indignantly 
protested as a blasphemous antichristian assumption. Boniface 
IV. converted the Roman Pantheon into a Christian church 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and all the Martyrs (608). Ho- 
norius I. (625-638) was condemned by an oecumenical council 
and by his own successors as a Monothelite heretic ; while Mar- 
tin I. (649-655) is honored for the persecution he endured in 
behalf of the orthodox doctrine of two wills in Christ. Under 
Gregory II. and III., Germany was converted to Roman Chris- 
tianity. 

The popes followed the missionary policy of Gregory and the 
instinct of Roman ambition and power. Every progress of 
Christianity in the West and the North was a progress of the 
Roman Church. Augustin, Boniface, Ansgar were Roman mis- 
sionaries and pioneers of the papacy. As England had been 
annexed to the triple crown under Gregory I., so France, the 
Netherlands, Germany and Scandinavia were annexed under his 
successors. The British and Scotch-Irish independence gave 
way gradually to the irresistible progress of Roman authority 
and uniformity. Priests, noblemen and kings from all parts of 
the West were visiting Rome as the capital of Christendom, 
and paid homage to the shrine of the apostles and to the living 
successor of the Galilsean fisherman. 
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But while the popes thus extended their spiritual dominion 
over the new barbarous races, they were the political subjects of 
the Eastern emperor as the master of Italy, and could not be 
consecrated without his consent. They were expected to obey 
the imperial edicts even in spiritual matters, and were subject 
to arrest and exile. To rid themselves of this inconvenient 
dependence was a necessary step in the development of the ab- 
solute papacy. It was effected in the eighth century by the aid 
of a rising Western power. The progress of Mohammedanism 
and its encroachment on the Greek empire likewise contributed 
to their independence. 

§ 54. From Gregory II. to Zaeharias. A. D. 715-741. 

Gregory II. (715-731) marks the transition to this new state 
of things. He quarreled with the iconoclastic emperor, Leo 
the Isaurian, about the worship of images. Under his pontifi- 
cate, Liutprand, 1 the ablest and mightiest king of the Lombards, 
conquered the Exarchate of Ravenna, and became master of 
Italy. 

But the sovereignly of a barbarian and once Arian power was 
more odious and dangerous to the popes than that of distant 
Constantinople. Placed between the heretical emperor and the 
barbarian robber, they looked henceforth to a young and rising 
power beyond the Alps for deliverance and protection. The 
Franks were Catholics from the time of their conversion under 
Clovis, and achieved under Charles Martel (the Hammer) a 
mighty victory over the Saracens (732), which saved Christian 
Europe against the invasion and tyranny of Isl&m. They had 
thus become the protectors of Latin Christianity. They also 
lent their aid to Boniface in the conversion of Germany. 

Gregory ITT. (731-741) renewed the negotiations with the 
Franks, begun by his predecessor. When the Lombards again 

1 Or Luitprand, bom about 690, died 744. There is also a Lombard histo- 
rian of that name, a deacon of the cathedral of Pavia, afterwards bishop of 
Cremona, died 972. 
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invaded the territory of Rome, and were ravaging by fire and 
sword the last remains of the property of the church, he appealed 
in piteous and threatening tone to Charles Martel, who had in- 
herited from his father, Pepin of Herstal, the mayoralty of 
France, and was the virtual ruler of the realm. "Close not 
your ears,” he says, "against our supplications, lest St. Peter 
close against you the gates of heaven.” He sent him the keys 
of the tomb of St. Peter as a symbol of allegiance, and offered 
him the titles of Patrician and Consul of Rome. 1 This was 
virtually a declaration of independence from Constantinople. 
Charles Martel returned a courteous answer, and sent presents 
to Rome, but did not cross the Alps. He was abhorred by the 
clergy of his own country as a sacrilegious spoiler of the pro- 
perty of the church and disposer of bishoprics to his counts and 
dukes in the place of rightful incumbents. 2 

The negotiations were interrupted by the death of Charles 
Martel Oct. 21, 741, followed by that of Gregory HL, Nov. 27 
of the same year. 

§ 55. Alliance of (he Papacy with the New Monarchy of (he 
Franks . Pepin and the Patrimony of St. Peter. 

A.D. 741-755. 

Pope Zacharias (741-752), a Greek, by the weight of his 
priestly authority, brought Liutprand to terms of temporary 

1 Gibbon actually attributes these titles to Charles Martel; while Bryce (p. 
40) t hinks that they were first given to Pepin. Gregory IL had already (724) 
addressed Charles Martel as “Patricias” (see Migne, Opera Oaroli M. IL 69). 
Gregory HL sent him in 739 ipsas sacratissimas dames etmfessioms bead Petri 
quae votns ad regnum dimidmus ( ib . p. 6$), which implies the transfer of civil 
authority over Roma 

2 Milman (Book IV, ch. 9) says that Dante, the faithful recorder of popular 
Catholic tradition, adopts the condemnatory legend which puts Charles "in 
the lowest pit of hell.” Bat I can find no mention of him in Dante. The 
Charles Martel of Parad. VUL and IX. is a very different person, a king of 
Hun gary, who died 130L See Witte’s Dante, p. 667, and Carry’s note on 
Par. VUL 53. On the relations of Charles Martel to Boniface^ aee Rettberg, 
Kvrchengesch. , DaUseUands, L 306 sqq. 
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submission. The Lombard king suddenly paused in the career 
of conquest, and died after a reign of thirty years (743). 

But his successor, Astolph, again threatened to incorporate 
Borne with his kingdom. Zacharias sought the protection of 
Pepin the Short, 1 the Mayor of the Palace, son of Charles Mar- 
tel, and father of Charlemagne, and in return for this aid helped 
him to the crown of Prance. This was the first step towards 
the creation of a Western empire and a new political system of 
Europe with the pope and the German emperor at the head. 

Hereditary succession was not yet invested with that religious 
sanctity among the Teutonic races as in later ages. In the Jew- 
ish theocracy unworthy kings were deposed, and new dynasties 
elevated by the interposition of God’s messengers. The pope 
claimed and exercised now for the first time the same power. 
The Mayor, or high steward, of the royal household in France 
was the prime minister of the sovereign and the chief of the 
official and territorial nobility. This dignity became hereditary 
in the family of Pepin of Laudon, who died in 639, and was 
transmitted from him through six descents to Pepin the Short, 
a gallant warrior and an experienced statesman. He was on 
good terms with Boniface, the apostle of Germany and arch- 
bishop of Mayence, who, according to the traditional view, acted 
as negotiator between him and the pope in this political coup 
detect? 

Childeric III., the last of the hopelessly degenerate Merovin- 
gian line, was the mere shadow of a monarch, and forced to 
retire into a monastery. Pepin, the ruler in fact, now assumed 
the name, was elected at Soissons (March, 752) by the acclama- 
tion and dash of arms of the people, and anointed, like the 
kin gs of Israel, with holy oil, by Boniface or some other bishop, 

1 Or Pipin, Pippin, Pippinns. The last is the spelling in his documents. 

1 Bettberg, however (I. 385 sqq.), disconnects Boniface from all participation 
in the elevation and coronation of Pepin, and represents him as being rather 
opposed to it. He argues from the silence of some annalists, and from the im- 
probability that the pope should have repeated the consecration if it had been 
previously performed by his legate. 
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and two years after by the pope himself, who had decided that 
the lawful possessor of the royal power may also lawfully assume 
the royal title. Since that time he called himself “ by the grace 
of God king of the Franks.” The pope conferred on him the 
title of “Patrician of the Romans” ( Pairicius Rormriorum), 
which implies a sort of protectorate over the Roman church, 
and civil sovereignly over her territory. For the title “ Patri- 
cian,” which was introduced by Constantine the Great, signified 
the highest rank next to that of the emperor, and since the 
sixth century was attached to the Byzantine Viceroy of Italy. 
On the other hand, this elevation and coronation was made the 
basis of papal superiority over the crowns of France and 
Germany. 

The pope soon reaped the benefit of his favor. "When hard 
pressed again by the Lombards, he called the new king to 
his aid. 

Stephen III., who succeeded Zacharias in March, 752, and 
ruled till 757, visited Pepin in person, and implored him to 
enforce the restoration of the domain of St. Peter. He anointed 
him again at St. Denys, together with his two sons, and pro- 
mised to secure the perpetuity of his dynasty by the fearful 
power of the interdict and excommunication. Pepin accompa- 
nied him back to Italy and defeated the Lombards (754). 
When the Lombards renewed the war, the pope wrote letter 
upon letter to Pepin, admonishing and commanding him in the 
name of Peter and the holy Mother of God to save the city of 
Rome from the detested enemies, and promising him long life 
and the most glorious mansions in heaven, if he speedily obeyed. 
To such a height of blasphemous assumption had the papacy 
risen already as to identify itself with the kingdom of Christ 
and to claim to be the dispenser of temporal prosperity and 
eternal salvation. 

Pepin crossed the Alps again with his army, defeated the 
Lombards, and bestowed the conquered territory upon the pope 
(755). He declared to the ambassadors of the East who de- 
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manded the restitution of Ravenna and its territory to the 
Byzantine empire, that his sole object in the war was to show 
his veneration for St. Peter. The new papal district embraced 
the Exarchate and the Pentapolis, East of the Apennines, with 
the cities of Ravenna, Rimini, Pesaro, Fano, Cesena, Sinigaglia, 
Iesi, Forlimpopoli, Forli, Montefeltro, Acerra, Monte di Lucano, 
Serra, San Marino, Bobbio, Urbino, Cagli, Luciolo, Gubbio, 
Comachio, and NTarni . 1 

This donation of Pepin is the foundation of u the Patrimony 
of St. Peter.” The pope was already in possession of tracts of 
land in Italy and elsewhere granted to the church. But by this 
gift of a foreign conqueror he became a temporal sovereign over 
a large part of Italy, while claiming to be the successor of Peter 
who had neither silver nor gold, and the vicar of Christ who 
said : “ My kingdom is not of this world.” The temporal power 
made the papacy independent in the exercise of its jurisdiction, 
but at the expense of its spiritual character. It provoked a long 
conflict with the secular power ; it involved it in the political 
interests, intrigues and wars of Europe, and secularized the 
church and the hierarchy. Dante, who shared the mediaeval 
error of dating the donation of Pepin back to Constantine the 
Great , 2 gave expression to this view in the famous lines : 

“Ah, Constantine! of how much ill was mother, 

Not thy conversion, but that marriage-dower 
Which the first wealthy Father took from thee.” 3 

1 This is the enumeration of Baronius ad ann . 755. Others define the extent 
differently. Comp. Wiltsch, Kirchl. Geographie und Statistic, I. pp. 246 sqq. 

9 Constantine bestowed upon the pope a portion of the Lateran palace for his 
residence, and upon the church the right to hold real estate and to receive be- 
quests of landed property from individuals. This is the slender foundation for 
the fable of the Donatio Constantini. 

9 Inferno xix. 115-118 : 

“ Ahi Costantin, di quanto malfu matre, 

Non la tua conversion, ma quetta dote, 

Che da te press il primo ricco poire !” 
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Yet Dante places Constantine, who “ from good intent pro- 
duced evil fruit,” in heaven ; where 

“ How lie knows how all the ill deduced 
From his good action is not harmful to him, 

Although the world thereby may be destroyed.” 

And he speaks favorably of Charlemagne’s intervention in be- 
half of the pope : 

“ And when the tooth of Lombardy had bitten 
The Holy Church, then underneath its wings 
Did Charlemagne victorious succor her.” 1 

The policy of Pepin was followed by Charlemagne, the Ger- 
man, and Austrian emperors, and modern French rulers who 
interfered in Italian affairs, now as allies, now as enemies, until 
the temporal power of the papacy was lost under its last pro- 
tector, Napoleon III., who withdrew his troops from Home to 
fight against Germany, and by his defeat prepared the way for 
Victor Emanuel to take possession of Eome, as the capital of 
free and united Italy (1870). Since that time the pope who a 
few weeks before had proclaimed to the world his own infalli- 
bility in all matters of faith and morals, is confined to the Vati- 
can, but with no diminution of his spiritual power as the bishop 
of bishops over two hundred millions of souls. 

§ 56. Charles the Great. A.D. 768-814. 

SOURCES. 

Beati Carom Magni Opera omnia. 2 vols. In Migne’s Patrol* Lot. 
Tom. 97 and 98. The first vol. contains the Codex Diplomaticus, 
Capitularia, and Privilegia; the second voL, the Codex Carolinus, 
the Libii Carolini (on the image controversy), the Epistolae, Car- 
mina, etc. 

L The Letters of Charles, of Einhard, and of Alcudst. Also the letters 
of the Popes to Charles and his two predecessors, which he had col- 
lected, and which are called the Codex Carolinus, ed. by Muratori, 
Cenni, ad Migne (Tom. 98, pp. 10 sqq.). 

% The Capitularies and Laws of Charlemagne, contained in the first vol. 
of the Leges in the Mm. Germ., ed. by Pertz, and in the Collections 
of Baluziub and Migne. 

* Parodist) XX. 57-60 ; VI. 94-97. Longfellow’s translation. 
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8. Annals. The Annales Laurissenses Majores (probably the official chro- 
nicle of the court) from 788 to 818; the Annales Einhardi , written 
after 829; the Annales Petaviam, Laureshamenses, MoseUani , and 
others, more of local than general value. All in the hist and second 
vol. of Pertz, Monumenta Germamca hist. Script. 

4 Biographies: Einhard or Eginhard (b. 770, educated at Fulda, 
private secretary of Charlemagne, afterwards Benedictine monk) - 
Vita Caroli Imperatoris (English translation by S. S. Turner, New 
York, 1880). A true sketch of what Charles was by an admiring and 
loving hand in almost classical Latin, and after the manner of 
Sueton’s lives of the Roman emperors. It marks, as Ad. Ebert says 
(IL 95), the height of the classical studies of the age of Charlemagne. 
Milman (IL 508) calls it “ the best historic work which had appeared 
in the Latin language for centuries.” — Poeta Saxo: Annales de 
Gestis Caroli, from the end of the ninth century. An anonymous 
monk of St. Gall: De Gestis Caroli , about the same time. In Pertz, 
l. c., and Jaffe’s Mmumenta Carolina (Bibl. Per. Germ., T. IV.), 
also in Migne, Tom. L, Op. Caroli . 

Comp, on the sources Abel’s Jahrbiicher des Frank. Peichs (Berlin, 1866) 
and Wattenrach’s GeschichtsqueUen im MitteLaMer (Berlin, 1858; 
4th ed. 1877-78, 2 vols.) 
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Gibbon: Decline and Fall of the Daman Empire. Ch. 49. 
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Capefigub : Charlemagne. Paris, 1842, 2 vols. 
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W. Giesebrecht: Geschichte der deutschen Kaiserzeit Braunschweig, 
1863 sqq. (3rd ed.). Bd. L, pp. 106 sqq. 

Dollinger: Kaiserthum Karls des Grossen, in the Munchener Hist. 
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Gaston: Histoire poetique de Charlemagne. Paris, 1865. 
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A ret. : Jahrbucher des Franhischen Beichs writer Karl d. Grossen. Berlin, 
1866. 

Wyss : Karl dvr Grosse als Gesetzgeber. Zurich, 1869. 

Rettbebg : Kirchengeschichte DeutscMands, I. 419 sqq., II. 382 sqq. 
Alphonse Vetault : Charlemagne. Tours, 1877 (556 pp.). With fine 
illustrations. 

h- Stack® : Deutsche Geschichte. Leipzig, 1880. Bd. 1. 169 sqq. With 
illustrations and maps. 

Comp, also Milman : Latin Christianity, Book IV., ch. 12, and Book V.. 
ch.1; Ad. Ebert: Geschichte der Liter atwr des MittelaUers im Abend- 
lande (1880), vol. H. 3-108. Of French writers, Guizot, and Mar- 
tin, in their Histories of France ; also Parke Godwin, Bistory of 
France, chs. xvi. and xvii. (vol. 1. 410 sqq.). 

With the death of Pepin the Short (Sept. 24, 768), the king- 
dom of France was divided between his two sons, Charles and 
Carloman, the former to rule in the Northern, the latter in the 
Southern provinces. After the death of his weaker brother (771) 
Charles, ignoring the claims of his infant nephews, seized the 
sole reign and more than doubled its extent by his conquests. 

CHARACTER AND AIM OF CHARLEMAGNE. 

This extraordinary man represents the early history of both 
France and Germany which afterwards divided into separate 
streams, and commands the admiration of both countries and 
nations. His grand ambition was to unite all the Teutonic and 
Latin races on the Continent under his temporal sceptre in close 
union with the spiritual dominion of the pope ; in other words, 
to establish a Christian theocracy, coextensive with the Latin 
church (exclusive of the British Isles and Scandinavia). He 
has been called the “ Moses of the middle age,” who conducted 
the Germanic race through the desert of barbarism and gave it a 
new code of political, civil and ecclesiastical laws. He stands at 
the head of the new Western empire, as Constantine the Great 
had introduced the Eastern empire, and he is often called the new 
Constantine, but is as far superior to him as the Latin empire 
was to the Greek. He was emphatically a man of Providence. 
Charlemagne, or Karl der Grosse, towers high above the 
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crowned princes of his age, and is the greatest as well as the first 
of the long line of German emperors from the eighth to the 
nineteenth century. He is the only prince whose greatness has 
been inseparably blended with his French name. 1 Since Julius 
Caesar history had seen no conqueror and statesman of such com- 
manding genius and success ; history after him produced only 
two military heroes that may be compared with him, Frederick 
II. of Prussia, and Napoleon Bonaparte (who took him and 
Caesar for his models), but they were far beneath him in 
religious character, and as hostile to the church as he was 
friendly to it. His lofty intellect shines all the more brightly 
from the general ignorance and barbarism of his age. He rose 
suddenly like a meteor in dark midnig ht. We do not know 
even the place and date of his birth, nor the history of his 
youth and education. 2 

ms REIGN. 

His life is filled with no less than fifty-three military cam- 
paigns conducted by himself or his lieutenants, against the 
Saxons (18 campaigns), Lombards (5), Aquitanians, Thuringians, 
Bavarians, Avars or Huns, Danes, Slaves, Saracens, and Greeks. 
His incessant activity astonished his subjects and enemies. He 
seemed to be omnipresent in his dominions, which extended from 
the Baltic and the Elbe in the North to the Ebro in the South, 
from the British Channel to Borne and even to the Straits ot 
Messina, embracing France, Germany, Hungary, the greater part 
of Italy and Spain. His ecclesiastical domain extended over 

1 Joseph de Maistre: “ Ckt homme est si grand que la grandeur a penttre son 
ium” 

* “ It would be folly," says Eginhard (ch. 4), “ to write a word about the birth 
and infancy or even the boyhood of Charles, for nothing has ever been written 
on the subject, and there is no one alive who can give information about it." 
His birth is usually assigned to April 2, 742, at Aix-la-Chapelle ; but the 
legend makes him the child of illegitimate love, who grew up wild as a miller's 
son in Bavaria. His name is mentioned only twice before he assumed the 
reins of government, once at a court reception given by his father to pope 
Stephen IL, and once as a witness in the Aquitanian campaigns. 
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twenty-two archbishoprics or metropolitan sees, Rome, Rav enna, 
Milan, Friuli (Aquileia), Grado, Cologne, Mayence, Salzburg, 
Treves, Sens, Besanjon, Lyons, Rouen, Rbeims, Arles, Vienna, 
Moutiers-en-Tarantaise, Ivredun, Bordeaux, Tours, Bourges, 
Nar bonne . 1 He had no settled residence, but spent much tim> 
on the Rhine, at Ingelheim, Mayence, Hymwegen, and especially 
at Aix-larChapelle on account of its baths. He encouraged 
trade, opened roads, and undertook to connect the Main and the 
Danube by canal. He gave his personal attention to things 
great and small. He introduced a settled order and unity of 
organization in his empire, at the expense of the ancient freedom 
and wild independence of the German tribes, although he con- 
tinued to hold every year, in May, the general assembly of the 
freemen (Maifeld). He secured Europe against future heathen 
and Mohammedan invasion and devastation. He was universally 
admired or feared in his age. The Greek emperors sought his 
alliance; hence the Greek proverb, "Have the Franks for 
your friends, but not for your neighbors.” The Caliph Haroun- 
al -Raschid, the mightiest ruler in the East, sent from Bagdad an 
embassy to him with precious gifts. But he esteemed a good 
sword more than gold. He impressed the stamp of his genius 
and achievements upon the subsequent history of Germany and 
France. 

APPEARANCE AND HABITS OP CHARLEMAGNE. 

Charles had a commanding, and yet winning presence. His 
physique betrayed the greatness of his mind. He was tall, 
strongly built and well proportioned. His height was seven 
times the length of his foot. He had large and animated eyes, a 
long nose, a cheerful countenance and an abundance of fine hair. 
"His appearance,” says Eginhard, "was always stately and dig- 
nified, whether he was standing or sitting; although his neck 

1 Accenting to ike enumeration of Eginhard (ch. 33), who, however, gives 
only 21, omitting Narbonne. Charles bequeathed one-third of his treasure and 
moveable goods to toe metropolitan sees. 
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was thick and somewhat short, and his belly rather prominent; 
but the symmetry of the rest of his body concealed these defects. 
His gait was firm, his whole carriage manly, and his voice clear, 
but not so strong as his size led one to expect .” 1 

He was naturally eloquent, and spoke with great clearness and 
force. He was simple in his attire, and temperate in eating and 
drinking ; for, says Eginhard, “ he abominated drunkenness in 
anybody, much more in himself and those of his household. He 
rarely gave entertainments, only on great feast days, and these to 
large numbers of people.” He was fond of muscular exercise, 
especially of hunting and swimming, and enjoyed robust health 
till the last four years of his life, when he was subject to fre- 
quent fevers. During his meals he had extracts from August- 
ine’s “ City of God” (his favorite book), and stories of olden 
times, read to him. He frequently gave audience while dressing, 
without sacrifice of royal dignity. He was kind to the poor, 
and a liberal almsgiver. 

HIS ZEAL FOR EDUCATION. 

His greatest merit is his zeal for education and religion. He 
was familiar with Latin from conversation rather than books, he 
understood a little Greek, and in his old age he began to learn 
the art of writing which his hand accustomed to the sword had 
neglected. He highly esteemed his native language, caused a 
German grammar to be compiled, and gave German names to the 
winds and to the months.® He collected the ancient heroic songs 
of the German minstrels. He took measures to correct the Latin 
Version of the Scriptures, and was interested in theological ques- 
tions. He delighted in cultivated society. He gathered around 
him divines, scholars, poets, historians, mostly Anglo-Saxons, 

1 The magnificent portrait of Charles by Albrecht Durer is a fancy picture, 
and not sustained by the oldest representations. Vdtault gives several portraits, 
and discusses them, p. 540. 

1 Wintermanat for January, Homung for February,, Lem for March, Osfar- 
monat for April, etc. See Eginhard, ch. 29. 
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among whom Alcuin was the chief. He founded the palace 
school and other schools in the convents, and visited them in 
person. The legend makes him the founder of the University 
of Paris, which is of a much later date. One of his laws enjoins 
general education upon all male children. 

HIS PIETY. 

Charles was a firm believer in Christianity and a devout and 
regular worshipper in the church, “going morning and evening, 
even after nightfall, besides attending mass.” He was very 
liberal to the clergy. He gave them tithes throughout the 
empire, appointed worthy bishops and abbots, endowed churches 
and built a splendid cathedral at Aix-la-Chapelle, in which he 
was buried. 

His respect for the clergy culminated in his veneration for the 
bishop of Rome as the successor of St. Peter. “ He cherished 
the church of St. Peter the apostle at Rome above all other holy 
and sacred places, and filled its treasury with a vast wealth of 
gold, silver, and precious stones. He sent great and countless 
gifts to the popes ; and throughout his whole reign the wish he 
had nearest at heart was to re-establish the ancient authority of 
the city of Rome under his care and by his influence, and to 
defend and protect the church of St. Peter, and to beautify and 
enrich it out of his own store above all other churches.” 1 

HIS VICES. 

Notwithstanding his many and great virtues, Charles was by 
no means so pure as the poetry and piety of the church repre- 
sented him, and far from deserving canonization. He sacrificed 
thousands of human beings to his towering ambition and passion 
for conquest. He converted the Saxons by force of arms ; he waged 
for thirty years a war of extermination against them ; he wasted 
their territory with fire and sword ; he crushed out their indepen- 
dence; he beheaded in cold blood four thousand five hundred 
prisoners in one day at Yerden on the Aller (782), and when 

1 Eginhard, ch. 27. 
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these proud and faithless savages finally surrendered, he removed 
10,000 of their families from their homes on the banks of the 
Elbe to different parts of Germany and Gaul to prevent a future 
revolt. It was indeed a war of religion for the annihilation of 
heathenism, but conducted on the Moh amm edan principle : sub- 
mission to the faith, or death. This is contrary to tie spirit of 
Christianity which recognizes only the moral means of persuasion 
and conviction. 1 

The most serious defect in his private character was his incon- 
tinence and disregard of the sanctity of the marriage tie. In 
this respect he was little better than an Oriental despot or a 
Mohammedan Caliph. He married several wives and divorced 
them at his pleasure. He dismissed his first wife (unknown by 
name) to marry a Lombard princess, and he repudiated her 
within a year. After the death of his fifth wife he contented 
himself with three or four concubines. He is said even to have 
encouraged his own daughters in dissolute habits rather than 
give them in marriage to princes who might become competitors 
for a share in the kingdom, but he had them carefully educated. 
It is not to the credit of the popes that they never rebuked him 
for this vice, while with weaker and less devoted monarchs they 
displayed such uncompromising zeal for the sanctity of marriage. 2 

HIS DEATH A HD BURIAL. 

The emperor died after a short illness, and after receiving the 
holy communion, Jan. 28, 814, in the 71st year of his age, and 
the 47th of his reign, and was buried on the same day in the 

1 Bossuet justified all his conquests because they were an extension of Chris* 
tianity. “ Lcs conquetes prodigieuses” he says, “fwrent la dilatation du rtgne de 
Dim , dt Use moutra trhs chretien dans toutes ses oeuvres.” 

* Pope Stephen III. protested, indeed, in the most violent language against 
the second marriage of Charles with Desiderata, a daughter of the king of Lom- 
bardy, but not on the ground of divorce from his first wife, which would have 
furnished a very good reason, but from opposition to a union with the “per- 
fidious, leprous, and fetid brood of the Lombards, a brood hardly reckoned 
human.” Charles married the princess, to the delight of his mother, but repu- 
diated her the next year and sent her back to her father. See Milman, Bk. iWy 
ch. 12 (n. 439). 
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cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle “amid the greatest lamentations of 
the people.” 1 Very many omens, adds Eginhard (ch. 32), had 
portended his approaching end, as he had recognized hi mse lf, 
Eclipses both of the sun and the moon were very frequent during 
the last three years of his life, and a black spot was visible on 
the sun for seven days. The bridge over the Rhine at Mayence, 
which he had constructed in ten years, was consumed by fire ; the 
palace at Aix-la-Chapelle frequently trembled ; the basilica was 
struck by lightning, the gilded ball on the roof shattered by a 
thunderbolt and hurled upon the bishop’s house adjoining; and 
the word Princeps after Karolus inscribed on an arch was 
effaced a few months before his decease. “ But Charles despised, 
or affected to despise, all these things as having no reference 
whatever to him.” 

THE CHAJ2LEMAGJSTE OF POETBY. 

The heroic and legendary poetry of the middle ages represents 
Charles as a giant of superhuman strength and beauty, of enor- 
mous appetite, with eyes shining like the morning star, terrible 
in war, merciful in peace, as a victorious hero, a wise lawgiver, 
an unerring judge, and a Christian saint. He suffered only one 
defeat, at Roncesvalles in the narrow passes of the Pyrenees, 
when, on his return from a successful invasion of Spain, his rear- 
guard with the flower of the French chivalry, under the com- 
mand of Roland, one of his paladins and nephews, was surprised 
and routed by the Basque Mountaineers (778). 2 

1 f: Maximo totius poptdi luctu ” says Eginhard. 

3 The historic foundation of this defeat is given by Eginhard, ch. 9. It was 
then marvellously embellished, and Boland became the favorite theme of min- 
strels and poets, as Th4roulde’s Chanson de Roland, Turpin’s Chronique, Bojardo’s 
Orlando Invumorato, Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso, etc. His enchanted Horn 
sounded so loud that the birds fell dead at its blast, and the whole Saracen 
army drew back terror-struck. When he was attacked in the Pyrenees, he 
blew the horn for the last time so hard that the veins of his neck started, and 
Charlemagne heard it several miles off at St. Jean Pied de Port, but too late 
to save 

"The dead who, deathless all. 

Were slain at famous EoncevalL” 
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The name of “the Blessed Charles” is enrolled in the Homan 
Calendar for his services to the church and gifts to the pope. 
Heathen Rome deified Julius Caesar, Christian Rome canonized, 
or at least beatified Charlemagne. Suffrages for the repose of 
his soul were continued in the church of Aix-la-Chapelle until 
Paschal, aschismatical pope, at the desire of Frederic Barbarossa, 
enshrined his remains in that city and published a decree for his 
canonization (1166). The act was neither approved nor revoked 
by a regular pope, but acquiesced in, and such tacit canonization 
is considered equivalent to beatification. 

Notes . 

I. JUDGMENTS ON THE PERSONAL CHARACTER OF CHARLEMAGNE. 

Eginhard (whose wife Emma figures in the legend as a daughter of 
Charlemagne) gives the following frank account of the private and do- 
mestic relations of his master and friend (chs. 18 and 19, in Migne, 
Tom. XCVIL 42 sqq.) : 

“ Thus did Charles defend and increase as well as beautify his king- 
dom ; and here let me express my admiration of his great qualities and 
his extraordinary constancy alike in good and evil fortune. I will now 
proceed to give the details of his private life. After his father’s death, 
while sharing the kingdom with his brother, he bore his unfriendliness 
and jealousy most patiently, and, to the wonder of all, could not be pro- 
voked to be angry with him. Later” [after repudiating his first wife, an 
obscure person] “he married a daughter of Desiderius, King of the 
Lombards, at the instance of his mother” [notwithstanding the protest of 
the pope] ; “ but he repudiated her at the end of a year for some reason 
unknown, and married Hildegard, a woman of high birth, of Swabian 
origin [d. 783]. He had three sons by her, — Charles, Pepin, and Lewis 
— and as many daughters, — Hruodrud, Bertha, and Gisela.” [Eginhard 
omits Adelaide and Hildegard.] “He had three other daughters besides 
these— Theoderada, Hiltrud, and Ruodhaid— two by his third wife, 
Fastrada, a woman of East Frankish (that is to say of German) origin, 
and the third by a concubine, whose name for the moment escapes me. 
At the death of Fastrada, he married Liutgard, an Aleman nic woman, 
who bore him no children. After her death he had three [according to 
another reading four] concubines — Gerswinda, a Saxon, by whom he had 
Adaltrud ; Regina, who was the mother of Drogo and Hugh ; and Ethe- 
lind, by whom he had Theodoric. Charles’s mother, Berthrada, passed 
her old age with him in great honor ; he entertained the greatest venera- 
tion for her ; and there was never any disagreement between them except 
when he divorced the daughter of King Desiderius, whom he had married 
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to please her. She died soon after Hildegard, after living to see three 
grandsons and as many grand-danghteis in her son’s house, and he buried 
her with great pomp in the Basilica of St. Denis, where his father lay. 
He had an only [surviving] sister, Gisela, who had consecrated herself to 
a religious life from girlhood, and he cherished as much affection for her 
as for his mother. She also died a few years before him in the nunnery 
where she had passed her life. The plan which he adopted for his chil- 
dren's education was, first of all, to have both boys and girls instructed in 
the liberal arts, to which he also turned his own attention. As soon as 
tlieir years admitted, in accordance with the custom of the Franks, the boys 
had to learn horsemanship, and to practise war and the chase, and the 
girls to familiarize themselves with cloth-making, and to handle distaff 
and spindle, that they might not grow indolent through idleness, and lie 
fostered in them every virtuous sentiment. He only lost three of all his 
children before his death, two sons and one daughter. . . . When his sons 
and his daughters died, he was not so calm as might have been expected 
from his remarkably strong mind, for his affections were no less strong, 
and moved him to tears. Again when he was told of the death of 
Hadrian, the Roman Pontiff, whom he had loved most of all his friends, 
he wept as much as if he had lost a brother, or a very dear son. He was 
by nature most ready to contract friendships, and not only made friends 
easily, but clung to them persistently, and cherished most fondly those 
with whom he had formed such ties. He was so careful of the training 
of his sons and daughters that he never took his meals without them 
when he was at home, and never made a journey without them; his sons 
would ride at his side, and his daughters follow him, while a number of 
his body-guard, detailed for their protection, brought up the rear. 
Strange to say, although they were very handsome women, and he loved 
them very dearly, he was never willing to marry either of them to a man 
of their own nation or to a foreigner, but kept them all at home until his 
death, saying that he could not dispense with their society. Hence 
though otherwise happy, he experienced the malignity of fortune asiaras 
they were concerned ; yet he concealed his knowledge of the rumors cur- 
rent in regard to them, and of the suspicions entertained of their honor.” 

Gibbon is no admirer of Charlemagne, and gives an exaggerated view 
of his worst vice: “Of his moral virtues chastity is not the most con- 
spicuous; but the public happiness could not be materially injured by 
his nine wives or concubines, the various indulgence of meaner or more 
transient amours, the multitude of his bastards whom he bestowed on the 
church, and the long celibacy and licentious manners of his daughters, 
whom the father was suspected of loving with too fond a passion.” But 
this charge of incest, as Hallam and Milman observe, seems to have ori- 
ginated in a misinterpreted passage of Eginhard quoted above, and is 
utterly unfounded. 
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Henby Hallam ( Middle Ages I. 26) judges a little more favorably: 
“The great qualities of Charlemagne were, indeed, alloyed by the vices 
of a barbarian and a conqueror. Nine wives, whom he divorced with 
very little ceremony, attest the license of his private life, which his tem- 
perance and frugality can hardly be said to redeem. Unsparing of blood, 
though not constitutionally cruel, and wholly indifferent to the means 
which his ambition prescribed, he beheaded in one day four thousand 
Saxons — an act of atrocious butchery, after which his persecuting edicts, 
pronouncing the pain of death against those who refused baptism, or 
even who ate flesh during Lent, seem scarcely worthy of notice. This 
union of barbarous ferocity with elevated views of national improvement 
might suggest the parallel of Peter the Great. But the degrading habits 
and brute violence of the Muscovite place him at an immense distance 
from the restorer of the empire. 

“A strong sympathy for intellectual excellence was the leading cha- 
racteristic of Charlemagne, and this undoubtedly biassed him in the 
chief political error of his conduct— that of encouraging the power and 
pretensions of the hierarchy. But, perhaps, his greatest eulogy is written 
in the disgraces of succeeding times and the miseries of Europe. He 
stands alone, like a beacon upon a waste, or a rock in the broad ocean. 
His sceptre was the bow of Ulysses, which could not be drawn by any 
weaker hand. In the dark ages of European history the reign of Charle- 
magne affords a solitary resting-place between two long periods of tur- 
bulence and ignominy, deriving the advantages of contrast both from 
that of the preceding dynasty and of a posterity for whom he had formed 
an empire which they were unworthy and unequal to maintain/' 

G. P. R. James [History of Charlemagne, Lond., 1847, p. 499) : “No 
man, perhaps, that ever lived, combined in so high a degree those quali- 
ties which rule men and direct events, with those which endear the pos- 
sessor and attach his contemporaries. No man was ever more trusted and 
loved by his people, more respected and feared by other kings, more 
esteemed in his lifetime, or more regretted at his death. 

MiLMAJjf (Book Y. ch. 1) : “ Karl, according to his German appella- 
tion, was the model of a Teutonic chieftain, in his gigantic stature, 
enormous strength, and indefatigable activity; temperate in diet, and 
superior to the barbarous vice of drunkenness. Hunting and war were 
his chief occupations ; and his wars were carried on with, all the ferocity 
of encountering savage tribes. But he was likewise a Roman Emperor, 
not only in his vast and organizing policy, he had that one vice of the 
old Roman civilization which the Merovingian kings had indulged, 
though not perhaps with more unbounded lawlessness. The religious 
emperor, in one respect, troubled not himself with the restraints of reli- 
gion. The humble or grateful church beheld meekly, and almost with- 
out remonstrance, the irregularity of domestic life, which not merely 
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indulged in free license, but treated the sacred rite of marriage as a 
covenant dissoluble at his pleasure. Once we have heard, and but once, 
the church raise its authoritative, its comminatory voice, and that not to 
forbid the King of the Franks from wedding a second wife while his first 
was alive, but from marrying a Lombard princess. One pious ecclesiastic 
alone in his dominion, he a relative, ventured to protest aloud.’* 

Guizot ( Histoire de la civilisation en France , le$on XX.) : “ Charle- 
magne morgue la limite d laquelle est enfin comommfe la dissolution de 
Vancien monde rornain et barbare, et ou commence la formation du monde 
nouveau” 

VisTAULT ( Charlemagne, 455, 458) : “ Charlemagne fut, en effet, lepbre 
du monde moderne et de la society ewropienne. . . . Si Ch. Tie pent tire 
Ugitemement honors comme un saint, il a droit du moim a la premiere place, 
parmis tons les h&ros, dans V admiration des hommes ; caronne trouverait pas 
un autre souverain gui ait autant aimA VhumaniU et lui ait fait plus de bien . 
II est le plus glorieux, parce que . . . il a m&rit6 d etre proclamA le plus 
honnete des grands hommes” 

Giesebrecht, the historian of the German emperors, gives a glowing 
description of Charlemagne (1. 140) : “ Many high-minded rulers arose in 
the ten centuries after Charles, but none had a higher aim. To be ranked 
with him, satisfied the boldest conquerors, the wisest princes of peace. 
French chivalry of later times glorified Charlemagne as the first cavalier; 
the German burgeoisie as the fatherly friend of the people and the most 
righteous judge ; the Catholic Church raised him to the number of her 
saints ; the poetry of all nations derived ever new inspiration and strength 
from his mighty person. Never perhaps has richer life proceeded from 
the activity of a mortal man (Me vielleicht ist reicheres Leben von der 
Wirksamheit eines sterblichen Menschen ausgegangen ).” 

We add the eloquent testimony of an American author, Parke Godwin 
( History of France, N. Y., 1860, vol. i. p. 410) : “ There is to me some- 
thing indescribably grand in the figure of many of the barbaric chiefs — 
Alariks, Ataulfe, Theodoriks, and Euriks — who succeeded to the power of 
the Romans, and in their wild, heroic way, endeavored to raise a fabric of 
state on the ruins of the ancient empire. But none of those figures is so 
imposing and majestic as that of Karl, the son of Pippin, whose name, 
for the first and only time in history, the admiration of mankind has in- 
dissolubly blended with the title the Great. By the peculiarity of his po- 
sition in respect to ancient and modem times— by the extraordinary 
length of his reign, by the number and importance of the transactions in 
which he was engaged, by the extent and splendor of his conquests, by his 
signal services to the Church, and by the grandeur of his personal quali- 
ties— he impressed himself so profoundly upon the character of his times, 
that he stands almost alone and apart in the annals of Europe. For 
nearly a thousand years before him, or since the days of Julius Csesar, no 
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monarch had won so universal and brilliant a renown ; and for nearly a 
thousand years after him, or until the days of Charles V. of Germany, no 
monarch attained any thing like an equal dominion. A link between the 
old and new, he revived the Empire of the West, with a degree of glory 
that it had only enjoyed in its prime; while, at the same time, the 
modern history of every Continental nation was made to begin with him. 
Germany claims him as one of her most illustrious sons; France, as her 
noblest king; Italy, as her chosen emperor; and the Church Ub her most 
prodigal benefactor and worthy saint. All the institutions of the Middle 
Ages — political, literary, scientific, and ecclesiastical — delighted to trace 
their traditionary origins to his hand : he was considered the source of the 
peerage, the inspirer of chivalry, the founder of universities, and the en- 
dower of the churches ; and the genius of romance, kindling its fantastic 
torches at the flame of his deeds, lighted up a new and marvellous world 
about him, filled with wonderful adventures and heroic forms. Thus by 
a double immortality, the one the deliberate award of history, and the 
other the prodigal gift of fiction, he claims the study of mankind ” 

II. The Canonization of Chaklemagne is perpetuated in the 
Offioium in festo Sancti CaroliMagni imperatoris et confessoris , as celebrated 
in churches of Germany, France, and Spain. Baronius (Annal. ad ann . 
814) says that the canonization was not accepted by the Roman church, 
because Pasehalis was no legitimate pope, but neither was it forbidden. 
Alban Butler, in his Lives of Saints, gives a eulogistic biography of the 
“ Blessed Charlemagne,” and covers his besetting sin with the following 
unhistorical assertion: “The incontinence, into which he fell in his 
youth, he expiated by sincere repentance, so that several churches in Ger- 
many and France honor him among the saints.” 

On the poetic and legendary history of Charlemagne, see Vita Garoli Magni et 
Bolandi, written about 1100 under the name of Turpin, archbishop of Rheims ; 
the work of Gaston, above quoted ; an essay of L6on Gautier (La 1/gende de 
Charlemagne) in V4tault, pp. 461-485 ; and E. Koschwitz : Karls des Grossen 
Bme nach Jerusalem und CoTistaiUmopel, Heilbronn u. London, 1880. 



L 

Hie monogram of Charles with the additions of & scribe in a document 
signed by Charles at Kufstein, Aug. 31, 790. Copied from Stacke, L c. 
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§ 57. Founding of the Holy Homan Empire, A. D. 800. 
Charlemagne and Leo HI. 

G. Spgesheim : Gesehichte der Entstehung und AusbUdung des Edrehen- 
statutes. Leipz. 1854 

F. Schaufff: Die Entstehung des Kirckenstaatg. Freib. i. B. 1860. 

Th. D. Mock : De Donatione a Carolo Mag. sedi apostolicce anno 774 
oblata. Munich 1861. 

James Bkyce : The Holy Roman Empire. Loud. & IT. York (Macmil- 
lan & Go.)' 6th ed. 1876, 8th ed. 1880. German translation by Arthur 

WincHer. 

Heestkich TON Syeel : Die Sehenbmgen der Earolinger an die Papste. 
In Sybd’s “Hist. Zeitschrift,” Munchen & Leipz. 1880, pp. 46-85. 

Comp. Baxmanx : I. 307 sqq. ; Vetattlt : Ch. HI. pp. 113 sqq. ( Charle- 
magne, patrice des Remains — Formation des Oats de V 6glise). 

Charlemagne inherited the protectorate of the temporal do- 
minions of the pope which had been wrested from the Lombards 
by Pepin, as the Lombards had wrested them from the Eastern 
emperor. When the Lombards again rebelled and the pope 
(Hadrian) again appealed to the transalpine monarch for help, 
Charles in the third year of his sole reign (774) came to the rescue, 
crossed the Alps with an army — a formidable undertaking in 
those days — subdued Italy with the exception of a small part of 
the South still belonging to the Greek empire, held a triumphal 
entry in Rome, and renewed and probably enlarged his father’s 
gift to the pope. The original documents have perished, and no 
contemporary authority vouches for the details ; but the fret is 
undoubted. The gift rested only on the right of conquest. 
Henceforward he always styled himself “Bex Franeorum et 
Longobardortm, d Pairidus Bomanorum .” His authority over 
the immediate territory of the Lombards in Northern Italy was 
as complete as that in France, but the precise nature of his 
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authority oyer the pope's dominion as Patrician of the Romans 
became after his death an apple of discord for centuries. Ha- 
drian, to judge from his letters, considered himself as much an 
absolute sovereign in his dominion as Charles in his. 

In 781 at Easter Charles revisited Rome with his son Pepin, 
who on that occasion was anointed by the pope “ Xing for Italy" 
(“ Rex in Italiam"). On a third visit, in 787, he spent a few 
days with his friend, Hadrian, in the interest of the patrimony 
of St. Peter. When Leo III. followed Hadrian (796) he imme- 
diately dispatched to Charles, as tokens of submission, the keys 
and standards of the city, and the keys of the sepulchre of Peter. 

A few years afterwards a terrible riot broke out in Rome in 
which the pope was assaulted and almost killed (799). He fled 
for help to Charles, then at Paderborn in Westphalia, and was 
promised assistance. The next year Charles again crossed the 
Alps and declared his intention to investigate the charges of cer- 
tain unknown crimes against Leo, but no witness appeared to 
prove them. Leo publicly read a declaration of his own inno- 
cence, probably at the request of Charles, but with a protest that 
this declaration should not be taken for a precedent. Soon after- 
wards occurred the great event which marks an era in the eccle- 
siastical and political history of Europe. 

THB CORONATION OP CHARLES AS EMPEROR. 

While Charles was celebrating Christmas in St. Peter’s, in 
the year of our Lord 800, and kneeling in prayer before the 
altar, the pope, as under a sudden inspiration (but no doubt in 
consequence of a premeditated scheme), placed a golden crown 
upon his head, and the Roman people shouted three times: "To 
Charles Augustus, crowned by God, the great and pacific empe- 
ror of the Romans, life and victory ! " Forthwith, after ancient 
custom, he was adored by the pope, and was styled henceforth 
(instead of Patrician) Emperor and Augustas. 1 

1 Amutlet Laurisseiues ad arm. 801 : “ Ipm die meraiimma natalix Domini cum 
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The new emperor presented to the pope a round table of silver 
with the picture of Constantinople; and many gifts of gold, and 
remained in Rome till Easter. The moment or manner of the 
coronation may have been unexpected by Charles (if we are to 
believe his word); but it is hardly conceivable that it was not the 
result of a previous arrangement between him and Leo. Alcuin 
seems to have aided the scheme. In his view the pope occupied 
the first, the emperor the second; the king the third degree in 
the scale of earthly dignities. He sent to Charles from Tours 
before his coronation a splendid Bible with the inscription: Ad 
splendorem imperialis potcntice. 1 

On his return to France Charles compelled all his subjects to 
take a new oath to him as u Caesar.” He assumed the full title 
a Serenissimus Augustus a Deo coroncdus, magnus et paeifieus 
imperator, Romanum gubernans imperium , qui et per misericor - 
diam Dei rex Francorum et Longobardorum” 

SIGMPICAHCE OP THE ACT. 

The act of coronation was on the part of the pope a final 
declaration of independence and self-emancipation against the 
Greek emperor, as the legal ruler of Rome. Charles seems to 
have felt this, and hence he proposed to unite the two empires by 
marrying Irene, who had put her son to death and usurped the 
Greek crown (797). But the same rebellion had been virtually 
committed before by the pope in sending the keys of the city to 
Pepin, and by the French king in accepting this token of tem- 
poral sovereignty. Public opinion justified the act on the prin- 
ciple that might makes right. The Greek emperor, being unable 

Bex ad Missam ante confemonem 1 . Petri Apostoli ab oratione surgeret, Leo P. 
corcmam capiti ejus imposuit, et a cuncto Bomanorum popuJo acclamatum est: 
‘Karoh Augusto, a Deo coronato, magno et pacifico Imperatori Bomanorum, vita et 
victoria f Et post Landes ab Apostoluso more antiquorum prmcipum adoratus est, 
atque, ablato Patridi nomine, Imperator et Augustus est appdlatusJ ’ Comp. Egin- 
hard, ArmaL ad asm. 800, and Vita Car v c. 28. 

1 But the date of the letter and the meaning of imperials are not quite certain. 
See Bettberg, Eirchengesch. Deutschkmds, L 430, and Baxmann, PolitUc der 
Pdpste, I. 313 sqq. 
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to maintain his power in Italy and to defend his own subjects, 
first against the Lombards and then against the Franks, had 
virtually forfeited his claim. 

For the West the event was the re-establishment, on a Teutonic 
basis, of the old Roman empire, which henceforth, together with 
the papacy, controlled the history of the middle ages. The pope 
and the emperor represented the highest dignity and power in 
church and state. But the pope was the greater and moire endu- 
ring power of the two. He continued, down to the Reformation, 
the spiritual ruler of all Europe, and is to this day the ruler of 
an empire much vaster than that of ancient Rome. He is, in 
the striking language of Hobbes, “the ghost of the deceased 
Roman Empire, sitting crowned upon the grave thereof.” 

THE RELATION OF THE POPE AND THE EMPEROR. 

What was the legal and actual relation between these two 
sovereignties, and the limits of jurisdiction of each? This was 
the struggle of centuries. It involved many problems which 
could only be settled in the course of events. It was easy enough 
to distinguish the two in theory by confining the pope to 
spiritual, and the emperor to temporal affairs. But on the 
theocratic theory of the union of church and state the two will 
and must come into frequent conflict. 

The pope, by voluntarily conferring the imperial crown npon 
Charles, might claim that the empire was his gift, and that the 
right of crowning implied the right of discrowning. And this 
right was exercised by popes at a later period, who wielded the 
secular as well as the spiritual sword and absolved nations of 
their oath of allegiance. A mosaic picture in the tri cli n iu m of 
Leo III. in the Lateran (from the ninth century) represents St. 
Peter in glory, bestowing upon Leo kneeling at his right hand 
the priestly stole, and upon Charles kneeling at his left, the 
standard of Rome . 1 This is the mediaeval hierarchical theory, 


1 The picture is reproduced in the works of Vdtault and Stacks above quoted. 
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which derives all power from. God through Peter as the head of 
the church. Gregory VLL compared the church to the sun, the 
state to the moon who derives her light from the sun. The 
popes will always main fain the principle of the absolute supre- 
macy of the church over the state, and support or oppose a gov- 
ernment — whether it be an empire or a kingdom or a republic — 
according to the degree of its subserviency to the interests of the 
hierarchy. The papal Syllabus of 1864 expresses the genuine 
spirit of the system in irreconcilable conflict with the spirit of 
modem history and civilization. The Vatican Palace is the 
richest museum of classical and mediaeval curiosities, and the 
pope himself, the infallible oracle of two hundred millions of 
souls, is by far the greatest curiosity in it. 

On the other hand Charles, although devotedly attached to 
the church and the pope, was too absolute a monarch to recog- 
nize a sovereignty within his sovereignty. He derived his idea 
of the theocracy from the Old Testament, and the relation 
between Moses and Aaron. He understood and exercised his 
imperial dignity pretty much in the same way as Constantine 
the Great and Theodosius the Great had done in the Byzantine 
empire, which was csesaro-papal in principle and practice, and so is 
its successor, the Russian empire. Charles believed that he was 
the divinely appointed protector of the church and the regulator of 
all her external and to some extent also the internal affairs. He 
called the synods of his empire without asking the pope. He 
presided at the Council of Frankfort (794), which legislated 
on matters of doctrine and discipline, condemned the Adoption 
heresy, agreeably to the pope, and rejected the image worship 
against the decision of the second oecumenical Council of Nicaea 
(787) and the declared views of several popes. 1 He appointed 

1 Milman (H.497) : "The Connell of Frankfort displays most folly the pow^r 
assumed by Charlemagne over the hierarchy as well as the nobility of the 
realm, the mingled character, the all-embracing comprehensiveness of his 
legislation. The assembly at Frankfort was at once a Diet or Parliament of 
the realm, and an ecclesiastical Council. It took cognizance alternately of 
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bisho ps and abbots as well as counts, and if a vacancy in the 
papacy bad occurred during the remainder of his life, he would 
probably have filled it as well as the ordinary bishoprics. The 
first, act after his coronation was to summon and condemn to 
death for treason those who had attempted to depose the pope. 
He thus acted as judge in the case. A Council at Mayence in 
813 called him in an official document “ the pious ruler of the 
holy church.” 1 

Charles regarded the royal and imperial dignity as the heredi- 
tary possession of his house and people, and crowned his son, 
Louis the Pious, at Aix-la-Chapelle in 813, without consulting 
the pope or the Romans. 2 He himself as a Teuton represented 
both Prance and Germany. But with the political separation of 
the two countries under his successors, the imperial dignity was 
attached to the German crown. Hence also the designation : the 
holy German Roman empire. 

§ 58. Survey of the Bidory of the Holy Homan Empire. 

The readiness with which the Romans responded to the crown- 
ing act of Leo proves that the re-establishment of the Western 
empire was timely. The Holy Roman Empire seemed to be the 
necessary counterpart of the Holy Roman Church. For many 
centuries the nations of Europe had been used to the concentra- 
tion of all secular power in one head. It is true, several Roman 
emperors from Nero to Diocletian had persecuted Christianity by 
fire and sword, but Constantine and his successors had raised the 

matters purely ecclesiastical and of matters as clearly secular. Charlemagne 
was present and presided in the Council of Frankfort. The canons as well as 
the other statutes were issued chiefly in his name.” 

1 Sanctce Ecdedos torn pium ac devotum in serviUo Dei redorem. Also, in his 
own language, Devotus Ecdeske defensor atgue adjutor in omnibus apostoUcce sedis. 
Bettberg L 425, 439 sqq. 

3 Ann- Einhard i, ad- ann. 813 (in Migne’s Patrol. Tom. 104* p. 478) : “Evo- 
zatum ad se apud Aquasgram jUium swum Mudovieum Aquitania regent , eoranam 
HU imposuit et imperudis nominis siibi consortem fecit! 9 When Stephen 17. visited 
Louis in 816, he bestowed on him simply spiritual consecration. In the same 
manner Lonis appointed his son Lothair emperor who was afterwards crowned 
by the pope in Borne (823). 
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church to dignity and power, and bestowed upon it all the privi- 
leges of a state religion. The transfer of the seat of empire from 
Borne to Constantinople withdrew from the Western church the 
protection of the secular arm, and exposed Europe to the horrors 
of barbarian invasion and the chaos of civil wars. The popes 
were among the chief sufferers, their territory being again and 
again overrun and laid waste by the savage Lombards. Hence 
the instinctive desire for the protecting arm of a new empire, and 
this could only be expected from the fresh and vigorous Teutonic 
power which had risen beyond the Alps and Christianized by 
Boman missionaries. Into this empire “all the life of the 
ancient world was gathered ; out of it all the life of the modern 
world arose .” 1 

THE EMPIRE AND THE PAPACY, THE TWO RULING POWERS OF 
THE MIDDLE AGES. 

Henceforward the mediaeval history of Europe is chiefly a 
history of the papacy and the empire. They were regarded as 
the two arms of God in governing the church and the world. 
This twofold government was upon the whole the best training- 
school of the barbarian races for Christian civilization and free- 
dom. The papacy acted as a wholesome check upon military 
despotism, the empire as a check upon the abuses of priestcraft. 
Both secured order and unity against the disintegrating tenden- 
cies of society; both nourished the great idea of a commonwealth 
of nations, of a brotherhood of mankind, of a communion of 
saints. By its connection with Borne, the empire infused new 
blood into the old nationalities of the South, and transferred the 
remaining treasures of classical culture and the Boman law to 
the new nations of the North. The tendency of both was ulti- 
mately self-destructive; they festered, while seeming to oppose, 
the spirit of ecclesiastical and national independence. The disci- 
pline of authority always produces freedom as its legitimate 
result. The law is a schoolmaster to lead men to the gospel. 

1 Bryce, p. 396 (8th. ed.) 
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OTHO THE GREAT. 

In the opening chapter of the history of the empire we find it 
under the control of a master-mind and in friendly allian ce with 
the papacy. Under the weak successors of Charlemagne it 
dwindled down to a merely nominal existence. But it revived 
again in Otho I. or the Great (936-973), of the Saxon dynasty. 
He was master of the pope and defender of the Roman church, 
and left everywhere the impress of an heroic character, inferior 
only to that of Charles. Under Henry III. (1039-1056), when 
the papacy sank lowest, the empire again proved a reforming 
power. He deposed three rival popes, and elected a worthy 
successor. But as the papacy rose from its degradation, it over- 
awed the empire. 

HENRY IV. AND GREGORY VII. 

Under Henry IV. (1056-1106) and Gregory VII. (1073-1085) 
the two powers came into the sharpest conflict concerning the right 
of investiture, or the supreme control in the election of bishops 
and abbots. The papacy achieved a moral triumph over the 
empire at Canossa, when the mightiest prince kneeled as a peni- 
tent at the feet of the proud successor of Peter (1077); but 
Henry recovered his manhood and his power, set up an anti- 
pope, and Gregory died in exile at Salerno, yet without yielding 
an inch of his principles and pretensions. The conflict lasted 
fifty years, and ended with the Concordat of Worms (Sept. 23, 
1122), which was a compromise, but with a limitation of the 
imperial prerogative : the pope secured the right to invest the 
bishops with the ring and crozier, but the new bishop before 
his consecration was to receive his temporal estates as a fief of the 
crown by the touch of the emperor’s sceptre. 

THE HOUSE OP HOHEN STATJFEN. 

Under the Swabian emperors of the house of Hohenstaufen 
(1138-1254) the Roman empire reached its highest power in 
connection with the Crusades, in the palmy days of mediaeval 



258 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


chivalry, poetry and song. They excelled in personal greatness 
and renown the Saxon and the Salic emperors, but were too 
much concerned with Italian affairs for the good of Germany. 
Frederick Barbarossa (Bedbeard), during his long reign (1152- 
1190), was a worthy successor of Charlemagne and Otho the 
Great. He subdued Northern Italy, quarrelled with pope 
Alexander III., enthroned two rival popes (Paschal III., and 
after his death Calixtus HI.), but ultimately submitted to Alex- 
ander, fell at his feet at Venice, and was embraced by the pope 
with tears of joy and the kiss of peace (1177). He died at the 
head of an army of crusaders, while attempting to cross the 
Cydnus in Cilicia (June 10, 1190), and entered upon his long 
enchanted sleep in Kyffhauser till his spirit reappeared to estab- 
lish a new German empire in 1871. 1 

Under Innocent HI. (1198-1216) the papacy reached the 
acme of its power, and maintained it till the time of Boniface 
VHL (1294-1303). Emperor Frederick II. (1215-1250), Bar- 
barossa’s grandson, was equal to the best of his predecessors in 
genius and energy, superior to them in culture, but more an 
Italian than a German, and a skeptic on the subject of religion. 
He reconquered Jerusalem in the fifth crusade, but cared little 
for the church, and was put under the ban by pope Gregory IX., 
who denounced him as a heretic and blasphemer, and compared 

1 Friedrich Ruckert has reproduced this significant German legend in a poem 
beginning: 

“Der site Barbarossa, 

Der Kaiser Friedericb, 

Tm unterird’schen Schlosse 
Balt er verzaubert rich. 


Er 1st niemals gestorben, 

Er lebt darin noch jetzt ; 

Er hat im Schloss verborgen 
Znm Schlaf rich hingesetzt. 

Er hat hinabgenommen 
Des Reiches Herrlichkeit, 
Uud wild einst wiederkommen 
Mit ihr zu seiner Zeit,” etc. 
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him to the Apocalyptic beast from the abyss. 1 The news of his 
sadden death was hailed by pope Innocent IV. with the excla- 
mation : “ Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad.” 
His death was the collapse of the house of Hohenstaufen, and for 
a time also of the Roman empire His son and successor Con- 
rad IV. ruled but a few years, and his grandson Conradin, a 
bright and innocent youth of sixteen, was opposed by the pope, 
and beheaded at Naples in sight of his hereditary kingdom 
(October 29, 1268). 

Italy was at once the paradise and the grave of German 
ambition. 

THE GERMAN EMPIRE. 

After “-the great interregnum” when might was right, 2 the 
Swiss count Rudolf of Hapsburg (a castle in the Swiss canton of 
Aargau) was elected emperor by the seven electors, and crowned 
at Aachen (1273-1291). He restored peace and order, never 
visited Italy, escaped the ruinous quarrels with the pope, built 
up a German kingdom, and laid the foundation of the conserva- 
tive, orthodox, tenacious, and selfish house of Austria. 

The empire continued to live for more than five centuries with 
varying fortunes, in nominal connection with Rome and at the 
head of the secular powers in Christendom, but without control- 
ling influence over the fortunes of the papacy and the course of 
Europe. Occasionally it sent forth a gleam of its universal aim, 
as under Henry VII., who was crowned in Rome and hailed by 
Dante as the saviour of Italy, but died of fever (if not of poison 
administered by a Dominican monk in the sacramental cup) in 
Tuscany (1313) ; under Sigismund, the convener and protector 
of the oecumenical Council at Constance which deposed popes 
and burned Hus (1414), a much better man than either the 
emperor or the contemporary popes; unde: Charles V. (1519- 
1558), who wore the crown of Spain and Austria as well as of 

1 He alone^ of all the emperors, is consigned to hdl by Dante ( Inferno , x. 119) : 

“ Within here is the second Frederick.” 

* Schiller calls it “die kaiseriose, die eckreddiche ZaL” 
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Germany, and on whose dominions the son never set; and under 
Joseph II. (1765-1790), who renounced the intolerant policy of 
his ancestors, unmi ndful of the pope’s protest, and narrowly 
escaped greatness. 1 But the emperors after Rudolf, with a few 
exceptions, were no more crowned in Rome, and withdrew from 
Italy. 2 They were chosen at Frankfort by the Seven Electors, 
three spiritual, and four temporal: the archbishops of Mentz, 
Treves, and Cologne, the king of Bohemia, and the Electors of 
the Palatinate, Saxony, and Brandenburg (afterwards enlarged to 
nine). The competition, however, was confined to a few power- 
ful houses, until in the 15th century the Hapsburgs grasped the 
crown and held it tenaciously, with one exception, till the dis- 
solution. The Hapsburg emperors always cared more for their 
hereditary dominions, which they steadily increased by fortunate 
marriages, than for Germany and the papacy. 

THE DECLINE AND FALL OF THE EMPIRE. 

Many causes contributed to the gradual downfall of the Ger- 
man empire: the successful revolt of the Swiss mountaineers, 
the growth of the independent kingdoms of Spain, France, and 
England, the jealousies of the electors and the minor German 
princes, the discovery of a new Continent in the West, the inva- 
sion of the Turks from the East, the Reformation which divided 
the German people into two hostile religions, the fearful devasta- 
tions of the thirty years’ war, the rise of the house of Hohenzol- 
lera and the kingdom of Prussia on German soil with the 

1 The pope Fins VL even made a journey to Vienna, but when he extended 
his hand to the minister Kannitz to kiss, the minister took it and shook it. 
Joseph in turn visited Rome, and was received by the people with the shout: 
“Emina U nostro imperalore l” 

* Dante { Fwrgat. VJLL. 94) represents Rudolf of Hapsburg as seated gloomily 
apart in purgatory, and mour ning his sin of neglecting 

“To heal the wounds that Italy have slain.” 

Weary of the endless strife of domestic tyrants and factions in every city, Dante 
longed for some controlling power that should restore unity sued peace to his 
beloved but unfortunate Daly. He expounded his political ideas in his work 
De Monorchia. 
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brilliant genius of Frederick II., and the wars growing out of 
the French Revolution. In its last stages it became a mere 
shadow, and justified the satirical description (traced to Voltaire], 
that the Holy Roman Empire was neither holy, nor Roman, nor 
an empire. The last of the emperors, Francis II., in August 
6th, 1806, abdicated the elective crown of Germany and substi- 
tuted for it the hereditary crown of Austria as Francis I. 
(d. 1835). 

Thus the holy Roman empire died in peace at the venerable 
age of one thousand and six years. 

♦ THE EMPIRE OF NAPOLEON. 

Napoleon, hurled into sudden power by the whirlwind of 
revolution on the wings of his military genius, aimed at the 
double glory of a second Caesar and a second Charlemagne, and 
constructed, by arbitrary force, a huge military empire on the 
basis of France, with the pope as an obedient paid servant at 
Paris, but it collapsed on the battle fields of Leipzig and Water- 
loo, without the hope of a resurrection. “ I have not succeeded 
Louis Quatorze,” he said, “but Charlemagne.” He dismissed 
his wife and married a daughter of the last German and first 
Austrian emperor ; he assumed the Lombard crown at Milan ; 
he made his ill-fated son “ King of Rome” in imitation of the 
German “King of the Romans.” He revoked “the donations 
which my predecessors, the French emperors have made,” and 
appropriated them to France. “Your holiness,” he wrote to 
Pius VII., who had once addressed him as his “very dear Son 
in Christ,” “is sovereign of Rome, but I am the emperor 
thereof.” “You are right,” he wrote to Cardinal Feseh, his 
uncle, “that I am Charlemagne, and I ought to be treated as 
the emperor of the papal court I shall inform the pope of my 
intentions in a few words, and if he declines to acquiesce, I shall 
reduce him to the same condition in which he was before Charle- 
magne.” 1 It is reported that he proposed to the pope to reside 

1 In another letter to Fesch ( Correspond, de ? empereur Napd. I", Tom. xL 
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in Paris with a large salary, and rule the conscience of Europe 
under the military supremacy of the emperor, that the pope 
listened first to his persuasion with the single remark; “ Come- 
dian,” and then to his threats with the reply; u Tragedian,” and 
turned him his back. The papacy utilized the empire of the 
uncle and the nephew, as well as it could, and survived them. 
But the first Napoleon swept away the effete institutions of 
feudalism, and by his ruthless and scornful treatment of con- 
quered nationalities provoked a powerful revival of these very 
nationalities which overthrew and buried his own artificial em- 
pire. The deepest humiliation of the German nation, and espe- 
cially of Prussia, was the beginning of its uprising in the war of 
liberation. 

THE GERMAN CONFEDERATION. 

The Congress of Vienna erected a temporary substitute for 
the old empire in the German “ Bund ” at Frankfort. It was 
no federal state, but a loose confederacy of 38 sovereign states, 
or princes rather, without any popular representation ; it was a 
rope of sand, a sham unity, under the leadership of Austria; and 
Austria shrewdly and selfishly used the petty rivalries and 
jealousies of the smaller principalities as a means to check the 
progress of Prussia and to suppress all liberal movements. 

THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE. 

In the meantime the popular desire for national union, 
awakened by the war of liberation and a great national litera- 
ture, made steady progress, and found at last its embodiment in 
a new German empire with a liberal constitution and a national 
parliament. But this great result was brought about by great 
events and achievements under the leadership of Prussia against 
foreign aggression. The first step was the brilliant victory of 
Prussia over Austria at Koniggratz, which resulted in the for- 

528), lie -writes, “Pour le papeje m Charlemagne, farce qua comma Charlemagne 
je riunis la conronne de France h celle dee Lombard* el que men empire confine ante 
t Orient.” Quoted by Bryce. 
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mation of the North German Confederation (1866). The second 
step was the still more remarkable triumph of united Germany 
in a war of self-defence against the empire of Napoleon HI., 
which ended in the proclamation of "William I. as German 
emperor by the united wishes of the German princes and peoples 
in the palace of Louis XIV. at Versailles (1870). 

Thus the long dream of the German nation was fulfilled 
through a series of the most brilliant military and diplomatic 
victories recorded in modem history, by the combined genius of 
Bismarck, Moltke, and William, and the valor, discipline, and 
intelligence of the German army. 

Simultaneously with this German movement, Italy under the 
lead of Cavour and Victor Emmanuel, achieved her national 
unity, with Borne as the political capital. 

But the new German empire is not a continuation or revival 
of the old. It differs from it in several essential particulars. It 
is the result of popular national aspiration and of a war of self- 
defence, not of conquest; it is based on the predominance of 
Prussia and North Germany, not of Austria and South Ger- 
many ; it is hereditary, not elective ; it is controlled by modern 
ideas of liberty and progress, not by mediaeval notions and insti- 
tutions ; it is essentially Protestant, and not Roman Catholic ; it 
is a German, not a Roman empire. Its rise is indirectly con- 
nected with the simultaneous downfall of the temporal power of 
the pope, who is the hereditary and unchangeable enemy both of 
German and Italian unity and freedom. The new empire is 
independent of the church, and has officially no connection with 
religion, resembling in this respect the government of the 
United States; but its Protestant animus appears not only in the 
hereditary religion of the first emperor, but also in the expulsion 
of the Jesuits (1872), and the “ Culturkampf ” against the poli- 
tico-hierarchical aspirations of the ultramontane papacy. When 
Pius IX., in a letter to William I. (1873), claimed a sort of 
jurisdiction over all baptized Christians, the emperor courteously 
informed the infallible pope that he, with all Protestants, recog- 
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nized no other mediator between God and man but our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. The new German empire will and ought 
to do full justice to the Catholic church, but “will never go to 
Canossa.” 

We pause at the close of a long and weighty chapter in 
history ; we wonder what the next chapter will be. 


§ 59. The Papacy and the Empire from, the Death of Charle- 
magne to Nicolas I. (A. D. 814-858). Note on the 
Myth of the Papess Joan. 

The power of Charlemagne was personal. Under his weak 
successors the empire fell to pieces, and the creation of his genius 
was buried in chaotic confusion; but the idea survived. His 
son and successor, Louis the Pious, as the Germans and Italians 
called him, or Louis the Gentle (le debonnaire) in French his- 
tory (814-840), inherited the piety, and some of the valor and 
legislative wisdom, but not the genius and energy, of his father. 
He was a devoted and superstitious servant of the clergy. He 
began with reforms, he dismissed his father’s concubines and 
daughters with their paramours from the court, turned the 
palace into a monastery, and promoted the Scandinavian mission 
of St. Ansgar. In the progress of his reign, especially after his 
second marriage to the ambitious Judith, he showed deplorable 
weakness and allowed his empire to decay, while he wasted his 
time between monkish exercises and field-sports in the forest of 
the Ardennes. He unwisely shared his rule with his three sons, 
who soon rebelled against their father and engaged in fraternal 
wars. 

After his death the treaty of Verdun was concluded in 843 
By this treaty the empire was divided ; Lothair received Italy 
with the title of emperor, France fell to Charles the Bald, Ger- 
many to Louis the German. Thus Charlemagne’s conception of 
a Western empire that should be commensurate with the Latin 
church was destroyed, or at least greatly contracted, and the 
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three countries have henceforth a separate history. This was 
better for the development of nationality. The imperial dignity 
was afterwards united with the German crown, and continued 
under this modified form till 1806 . 

During this civil commotion the papacy had no distinguished 
representative, but upon the whole profited by it. Some of the 
popes evaded the imperial sanction of their election. The 
French clergy forced the gentle Louis to make at Soissons a most 
humiliating confession of guilt for all the slaughter, pillage, and 
sacrilege committed during the civil wars, and for bringing the 
empire to the brink of ruin. Thus the hierarchy assumed con- 
trol even over the civil misconduct of the sovereign and imposed 
ecclesiastical penance for it. 

NOTE. THE MYTH OF JOHANNA PAPISSA. 

We must make a passing mention of the curious and mysterious myth 
of papess Johanna, who is said during this period between Leo IV- (847) 
and Benedict IIL (855) to have worn the triple crown for two years and 
a half. She was a lady of Mayence (her name is variously called Agnes, 
Gilberta, Johanna, Jutta), studied in disguise philosophy in Athens 
(where philosophy had long before died out), taught theology in 
Rome, under the name of Johannes Anglieus, and was elevated to the 
papal dignity as John VIII, but died in consequence of the discovery of 
her sex by a sudden confinement in the open street during a solemn pro- 
cession from the Vatican to the Lateran. According to another tradition 
she was tied to the hoof of a horse, dragged outside of the city and stoned 
to death by the people, and the inscription was put on her grave : 

“Faroe pater patrum papiseoe ed&re partum” 

The strange story originated in Rome, and was first circulated by the 
Dominicans and Minorites, and acquired general credit in the 13th and 
14th centuries. Pope John XX. (1276) called himself John XXI. In 
the beginning of the 15th century the bust of this woman-pope was 
placed alongside with the busts of the other popes at Sienna, and nobody 
took offence at it. Even Chancellor Gerson used the story as an argu- 
ment that the church could err in matters of fact. At the Council in 
Constance it was used against the popes. Torrecremata, the upholder of 
papal despotism, draws from it the lesson that if the church can stand a 
woman-pope, she might stand the still greater evil of a heretical pope. 

Nevertheless the story is undoubtedly a mere fiction, and is so regarded 
by nearly all modem historians, Protestant as well as Roman Catholic. 
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It is not mentioned till four hundred years later by Stephen, a French 
Dominican (who died 1261). 1 It was unknown to Photius and the bitter 
Greek polemics during the ninth and tenth centuries, who would not 
have missed the opportunity to make use of it as an argument against the 
papacy. There is no gap in the election of the popes between Leo and 
Benedict, who, according to contemporary historians, was canonically 
elected three days after the death of Leo IV. (which occurred July 17th, 
855), or at all events in the same month, and consecrated two months 
after (Sept. 29th). See Jafle, Regatta, p. 235. The myth was probably an 
allegory or satire on the monstrous government of women (Theodora and 
Marozia) over several licentious popes — Sergius III., John X., XI., and 
XII. — in the tenth century. So Heumann, Schrockh, Gibbon, Neander. 
The only serious objection to this solution is that the myth would be 
displaced from the ninth to the tenth century. 

Other conjectures are these : The myth of the female pope was a satire 
on John VIII. for his softness in dealing with Photius (Baronius) ; the 
misunderstanding of a fact that some foreign bishop [pontifez) in Borne 
was really a woman in disguise (Leibnitz) ; the papess was a widow of 
Leo IV. (Kist) ; a misinterpretation of the Stella stercoraria (Schmidt) ; a 
satirical allegory on the origin and circulation of the false decretals of 
Isidor (Henke and Gfrorer) ; an impersonation of the great whore of the 
Apocalypse, and the popular expression of the belief that the mystery of 
iniquity was working in the papal court (Baring-Gould). 

David Blondel, first destroyed the credit of this mediaeval fiction, 
in his learned French dissertation on the subject (Amsterdam, 1649). 
Spanheim defended it, and Mosheim credited it much to his discredit as 
an historian. See the elaborate discussion of Dollinger, Papst-Fabeln 
des Mittelalters , 2d ed. Munchen, 1863 (Engl. transl.N. Y., 1872, pp. 4r-58 
and pp. 430-487). Comp, also Bianchi-Giovtnt, Esame critico degli atti 
edocwrnenti della papessa Giovanna, Mil. 1845, and the long note of GlE~ 
seder, II. 30-32 (N. Y. ed.), which sums up the chief data in the case. 

§ 60 . The Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals . 

I. SOURCES. 

The only older ed. of Pseudo-Isidor is that of Jacob Heelin' in the first 
part of his Collection of General Councils, Paris, 1523, Col., 1530, etc., 
reprinted in Migne’s Poirot. Tom. CXXX., Paris, 1853. 

1 The oldest testimony in the almost contemporary “Liber Pontificalis” of 
Anastasius is wanting in the best manuscripts, and must be a later interpola- 
tion. Dollinger shows that the myth, although it may have circulated earlier 
in the mouth of the people, was not definitely put into writing before the 
middle of the thirteenth century. 
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Far superior is the modem ed. of P. Hinschitts : Decretaies Pseudo-Isido* 
rianoe et Capitula Angilramni. Lips. 1863. The only critical ed n 
taken from the oldest and best MSS. Comp, his CommentaMo de Col ■ 
lectione Isidori Mercatoris in this ed. pp. xi-ccxxxviii. 

II. LITEBATUBE. 

Dav. Blondel : Pseudo-Isidorw et Turrianm vapulantes. Genev. 1628. 

F. Kntjst : De Fontibus et Consilio Pseudo-Isidoriance collectionis. Gott. 

1832. 

A. Mohleb (R. C.) : Fragmente aus und uber Isidor , in his “ Vermischte 
Sehriften’’ (ed. by Dollinger, Regensb. 1839), L 285 sqq. 

H. W ASSEBSCHLEBEN : Reitrage zur Gesch . der falschen Decret. Breslau, 
1844. Comp, also his art. in Herzog. 

C. Jos. Hefele (R. C.) : Die pseudo-isidor. Frage , in the “ Tubinger 
Quartalschrift,” 1847. 

Gfbobeb: Alter, Ur sprung, Zwech der Decrdalm des falschen Iddorus. 
Freib. 1848. 

Juii. Weizs acker : Exnhmar und Pseudo- Mdor, in Niedner’s “Zeitsehrift 
fur histor. Theol.,” for 1858, and Die pseudo-isid. Frage, in SybeFs 
"Hist. Zeitschrift,” 1860. 

C- von Noobden : Ebo, Hinhmar und Pseudo- Isidor, in SybeFs u Hist. 
Zeitschriffc; , 1862. 

Dollinger in Janus , 1869. It appeared in several editions and languages. 

Feed. Walter (R. C.) : Lehrbuch des Kzrchenrechts alter christL Con - 
fessionen . Bonn (1822), 13th ed. 1861. The same transl. into French, 
Italian, and Spanish. 

J. W. Bickell : Geschichte des Kirchenrechts. Giessen, 1843, 1849. 

G. Phillips (R. C.): Kirchenrecht. Regensburg (1845), 3rd ed. 1857 
sqq. 6 vols. (till 1864). His Lehrbuch, 1859, P. H. 1862. 

Jo. Fb. voir Schulte (R. C., since 1870 Old Cath.) : Das Katholische 
Kirchenrecht . Giessen, P. 1. 1860. Lehrbuch , 1873. Die Geschichte 
der Quellen und Idteratur des Canonischen Rechts von Gratmn bis auf 
die Gegenwart . Stuttgart, 1875 sqq. 3 vols. 

Aem. L. Richteb: Lehrbuch des hath, und evang . Kirchenrechts. Leipz., 
sixth ed. by Dove, 1867 (on Psendo-Isidor, pp. 102-133). 

Henry C. Lea : Studies in Church History . Philad. 1869 (p. 43-102 on 
the False Decretals). 

F bied b. Maasseit (R. C.) : Geschichte der Quellen und d . Literatur des 
canonischen Rechts im Abendlande. 1st vol., Gratz, 1870. 

Comp, also for the whole history the great work of F. C. von Savigny: 
Geschichte des Rom . Rechts im Mzttelalter , Heidelb. 2nd ed. 1834- , 51, 
7 vols. 

See also the Lit. in voL H. 2 67. 

During the chaotic confusion under the Carolingians, in the 
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middle of the ninth century, a mysterious book made its appear- 
ance, which gave legal expression to the popular opinion of the 
papacy, raised and strengthened its power more than any other 
agency, and forms to a large extent the basis of the canon law of 
the church of Rome. This i* a collection of ecclesiastical laws 
under the false name of bishop Isidor of Seville (died 636), 
hence called the “ Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals.” 1 He was the 
reputed (though not the real) author of an earlier collection, 
based upon that of the Roman abbot, Dionysius Exiguus, 
in the sixth century, and used as the law-book of the church 
in Spain, hence called the “Hispana.” In these earlier 
collections the letters and decrees (Epistoloe Decretales) of the 
popes from the time of Siricius (384) occupy a prominent place. 2 
A decretal in the canonical sense is an authoritative rescript of a 
pope in reply to some question, 3 while a decree is a papal ordi- 
nance enacted with the advice of the Cardinals, without a pre- 
vious inquiry. A canon is a law ordained by a general or pro- 
vincial synod. A dogma is an ecclesiastical law relating to 
doctrine. The earliest decretals had moral rather than legisla- 
tive force. But as the questions and appeals to the pope multi- 
plied, the papal answers grew in authority. Fictitious docu- 
ments, canons, and decretals were nothing new ; but the Pseudo- 
Isidorian collection is the most colossal and effective fraud known 
in the history of ecclesiastical literature. 

1. The contents of the Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals. The 

1 The preface begins: “Isidores Mercator servus Christi lectori conservo suo 
et parenti mo m Domino fideli (at. fidei) sdvtern,.’ The byname “Mercator” 
which is found in 30 of the oldest codices, is so far unexplained. Some refer 
it to Marias Mercator, a learned occidental layman residing in Constantino- 
ple, who wrote against Pelagius and translated ecclesiastical records which 
pseudo-Xsidorus made use of. Others regard it as a mistake for “Peccator” 
(a title of humility' frequently used by priests and bishops, e. g. by St. Patrick 
in his “Confession”), which is found in 3 copies. “Mercatus” also occurs in 
several copies, and this would be equivalent to redemptus, “Isidorus, the re- 
deemed servant of Christ.” See Hinschius and Bichter, l c. 

2 The original name was decretale coTisttiutum or decretatis epistola> afterwards 

deerctalis- See Bichter, L a p. 80* 
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book is divided into three parts. The first part contains fifty 
Apostolical Canons from the collection of Dionysius, sixty 
spurious decretals of the Roman bishops from Clement (d. 101) 
to Melchiades (d. 314). The second part comprehends the 
forged document of the donation of Constantine, some tracts 
concerning the Council of Nicaea, and the canons of the Greek, 
African, Gallic, and Spanish Councils down to 683, from the 
Spanish collection. The third part, after a preface copied from 
the Hispana, gives in chronological order the decretals of the 
popes from Sylvester (d. 335) to Gregory II. (d. 731), among 
which thirty-five are forged, including all before Damasus ; but 
the genuine letters also, which are taken from the Isidorian col- 
lection, contain interpolations. In many editions the Gapitvla 
Angilramni are appended. 

All these documents make up a manual of orthodox doctrine 
and clerical discipline. They give dogmatic decisions against 
heresies, especially Arianism (which lingered long in Spain), and 
directions on worship, the sacraments, feasts and fasts, sacred 
rites and costumes, the consecration of churches, church property, 
and especially on church polity. The work breathes throughout 
the spirit of churchly and priestly piety and reverence. 

2. The sacerdotal system. Pseudo-Isidor advocates the papal 
theocracy. The clergy is a divinely instituted, consecrated, and 
inviolable caste, mediating between God and the people, as in the 
Jewish dispensation. The priests are the “familiares Dei” the 
“ sjnrituales” the laity the “ camales ” He who sins against 
them sins against God. They are subject to no earthly tribunal, 
and responsible to God alone, who appointed them judges of 
men. The privileges of the priesthood culminate in the episco- 
pal dignity, and the episcopal dignity culminates in the papacy. 
The cathedra Petri is the fountain of all power. Without the 
consent of the pope no bishop can be deposed, no council be 
convened. He is the ultimate umpire of all controversy, and 
from him there is no appeal. He is often called “ episcopu# 
universalis ” notwithstanding the protest of Gregory I. 
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3. The aim of Pseudo-Isidor is, by such a collection of autho- 
ritative decisions to protect the clergy against the secular power 
and against moral degeneracy. The power of the metropolitans 
is rather lowered in order to secure to the pope the definitive 
sentence in the trials of bishops. But it is manifestly wrong if 
older writers have put the chief aim of the work in the elevation 
of the papacy. The papacy appears rather as a means for the 
protection of episcopacy in its conflict with the civil government. 
It is the supreme guarantee of the rights of the bishops. 

4. The genuineness of Pseudo-Isidor was not doubted during 
the middle ages (Hincmar only denied the legal application to 
the French church), but is now universally given up by Roman 
Catholic as well as Protestant historians. 

The forgery is apparent. It is inconceivable that Dionysius 
Exiguus, who lived in Rome, should have been ignorant of such 
a large number of papal letters. The collection moreover is full 
of anachronisms : Roman bishops of the second and third centu- 
ries write in the Frankish Latin of the ninth century on doctri- 
nal topics in the spirit of the post-Nicene orthodoxy and on 
mediaeval relations in church and state ; they quote the Bible 
after the version of Jerome as amended under Charlemagne; 
Victor addresses Theophilus of Alexandria, who lived two hun- 
dred years later, on the paschal controversies of the second 
century. 1 

The Donation of Constantine, which is incorporated in this 
collection, is an older forgery, and exists also in several Greek 
texts. It affirms that Constantine, when he was baptized by 


1 The forgery was first suggested by Nicolaus de Cusa, in the fifteenth century, 
and Calvin (ImL IV. 7, 11, 20), and then proved by the Magdeburg Centuries, 
and more conclusively by the Calvinistic divine David Blondel (1628) against 
the attempted vindication of the Jesuit Torres (Turrianus, 1572). The brothers 
Ballerini, Baronins, Bellannin, Theiner, Walter, Mohler, Hefele, and other 
Roman Catholic scholars admit the forgery, but usually try to mitigate it and 
to underrate the originality and influence of Pseudo-Isidor. Some Protestant 
divines have erred in the opposite direction (as Richter justly observes, L e. 
p. 117). 
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pope Sylvester, A. D. 324 (he was not baptized till 337, by the 
.A nan bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia), presented him with the 
Lateran palace and all imperial insignia, together with the 
Roman and Italian territory. 1 The object of this forgery was to 
antedate by five centuries the temporal power of the papacy, 
which rests on the donations of Pepin and Charlemagne.* The 
only foundation in fact is the donation of the Lateran palace, 
which was ori gi n all y the palace of the Lateran family, then of 
the emperors, and last of the popes. The wife of Constantine, 
Fausta, resided in it, and on the transfer of the seat of empire to 
Constantinople, he left it to Sylvester, as the chief of the Roman 
clergy and nobility. Hence it cont ains to this day the pontifical 
throne with the inscription : “ Hcec est papalis sedes et pontifi- 
calis .” There the pope takes possession of the see of Rome. 
But the whole history of Constantine and his successors shows 
conclusively that they had no idea of transferring any part of 
their temporal sovereignty to the Roman pontiff./ 

5. The authorship must be assigned to some ecclesiastic of the 
Frankish church, probably of the diocese of Rheims, between 
847 and 865 (or 857), but scholars differ as to the writer.* 

1 “Dominis meis beatissimis Petro et Paulo , etper eos etiam beato Sylvestro Patri 
nostro summo pontifici, et universalis urbis Bomce papoc, et omnibus ejus successoribus 
pontificibus . . . concedimus palatium imperii nostri Laieranense . . - delude dia- 
demay videlicet coronam capitis nostn simvlque pallium , vd mitram . . . et omnia 
imperialia indumenta • . . et imperialia sceplra . . . et omnem possessionem im- 
perialis culminis et gloriam potestatis nostroe. . . Unde ut pontificals apex non 
viksmt, sed magis amplius quam terreni imperii dignztas et glorioe potentia decoretur, 
ecce tarn palatium nostrum, ut prcedictum est, quamqwe Romance vobis et omnes 
Italics sen occidentalium regionum provindas, loca et dvitates beatissimo pontifici 
nostro , Sylvestro universali papoe, concedimus atque rdinquimus” In Migne, Tom. 
130, p. 249 sq. 

* That Constantine made donations to Sylvester on occasion of his pretended 
baptism is related first in the Acta Sylvestri, then by Hadrian L in a letter to 
Charlemagne (780). In the ninth century the spurious document appeared. 
The spuriousness was perceived as early as 999 by the emperor Otho III. and 
proven by Laurentius Valla about 1440 in Be fi also credita et ementita Constant 
tmi donations. The document is universally given np as a fiction, though 
Baronins defended the donation itself. 

* The following persons have been suggested as authors : Benedictus Levifa 
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Pseudo-Isidor literally quotes passages from a Paris Council of 
829, and agrees in part "with the collection of Benedictus Levita, 
completed in 847 ; on the other hand he is first quoted by a 
French Synod at Chiersy in 857, and then by Hincmar of Rheims 
repeatedly since 859. All the manuscripts are of French ori- 
gin. The complaints of ecclesiastical disorders, depositions of 
bishops without trial, frivolous divorces, frequent sacrilege, suit 
best the period of the civil wars among the grandsons of Charle- 
magne. In Rome the Decretals were first known and quoted 
in 865 by pope Nicolaus I. 1 

From the same period and of the same spirit are several col- 
lections of Capitula or Capitularia, i. e., of royal ecclesiastical 
ordinances which under the Carolingians took the place of 
synodical decisions. Among these we mention the collection of 
Ansegis, abbot of Fontenelles (827), of Benedictus Levita of 
Mayence (847), and the Capitula Angilramni, falsely ascribed 
to bishop Angilramnus of Metz (d. 701). 

6. Significance of Pseudo-Isidor. It consists not so much in 
the novelty of the views and claims of the mediaeval priesthood, 
but in tracing them back from the ninth to the third and second 
centuries, and stamping them with the authority of antiquity. 

(Deacon) of Mayence, whose (hpitndarivm of about 847 agrees in several pas- 
sages literally with the Decretals (Blondel, Knust, Walter) ; Bothad of Soissons 
(Phillips Gfrorer) ; Otgar, archbishop of Mayence, who took a prominent part 
in the clerical rebellion against Louis the Pious (Ballerinii, Wasserschleben) ; 
Ebo, archbishop of Bheims, the predecessor of Hincmar and leader in that 
rebellion, or some unknown ecclesiastic in that diocese (Weizsacker, von Noor- 
den, Hinschius, Bichter, Baxmann). The repetitions suggest a number of 
authors and a gradual growth. 

1 Mcolai L JSpist. ad universos episcopos Gcdliae, ann, 865 (Mansi xv. p. 694 
sq.) : “Decretaks epistolx Bom, Pontificwn sunt redpiendoc, etiamsi non sunt 
canoman codici compagmdce : quoniam inter ipsos canones unum 5. Leonis capitu- 
hm constat esse permxtom, quo omrda deeretalia constituta sedis apostolicce custodiri 
mandanbur. — Itaque rtihU interest, utnm sint omnia deeretalia sedis apost . constituta 
inter canones amciliorum immata, cum omnia in imo corpore compaginare non 
passim, et tila eis mtersmt, quae jirmitatem his quae deswnt et vigor cm suum assigned 
— Sandm Odasius (quoque) non dixit suscipiendas decretales epistolas quae inter 
canones habentur, nee iantum quas moderrd pontifices ediderunt, sed quas beatissimi 
Papas diverds tmponbus ab urbe Bomb dederunt,” 
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Some of the leading principles had indeed been already asserted 
in the letters of Leo I. and other documents of the fifth century, 
yea the papal animus may he traced to Victor in the second 
century and to the Judaizing opponents of St. Paul. But in 
this collection the entire hierarchical and sacerdotal system, 
which was the growth of several centuries, appears as something 
complete and unchangeable from the very beginning. We have 
a parallel phenomenon in the Apostolic Constitutions and Canons 
which gather into one whole the ecclesiastical decisions of the 
first three centuries, and trace them directly to the apostles or 
their disciple, Clement of Rome. 

Pseudo-Isidorus was no doubt a sincere believer in the 
hierarchical system ; nevertheless his collection is to a large ex- 
tent a conscious high church fraud, and must as such be traced to 
the father of lies. It belongs to the Satanic element in the 
history of the Christian hierarchy, which has as little escaped 
temptation and contamination as the Jewish hierarchy. 


§ 61. Nicolas I., April, 858 —Nov. 18, 867. 

L The Epistles of Nicolas I. in Mansi’s Gone. XV., and in Migne’s 
Patrol. Tom. CXIX. Comp, also Jaffe, Begesta, pp. 237-254. 
Hincmabi ( Bhemensis Arckiepiscopi) Oper. Omnia. In Migne’s Patrol. 

Tom. 125 and 126. An older ed. by J. Siimond, Par. 1645, 2 vols. foL 
Hugo Lammer : Nikolaus I. und die Byzantinische Staatskirche seiner 
2Sdt. Berlin, 1857. 

A Thiel : Be Nieolao Papa. Comment, dues hist, canonicee. Branzberg, 
1859. 

VAH Noorden : PBnemar, Erzbischof von Bheims. Bonn, 1868. 
Hergenrother (B. C. Prof, at Wurzburg, now Cardinal) : Photius. 
Regensburg, 1867-1869, 3 vols. 

Comp. Baxmahx II. 1-29; Milman, Book V. ch. 4 (voL m. 24-56) ; 
Hefele, GoneUiengeseh. voL IV., (2nd ed.), 228 sqq; and other 
works quoted g 48. 

By a remarkable coincidence the publication of the Pseudo- 
Isidorian Decretals synchronized with the appearance of a pope 
who had the ability and opportunity to carry the principles of 
the Decretals into practical effect, and the good fortune to do it 
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in the service of justice and virtue. So long as the usurpation 
of divine power was used’ against oppression and vice, it com- 
manded veneration and obedience, and did more good than harm. 
It was only the pope who in those days could claim a superior 
authority in dealing with haughty and oppressive metropolitans, 
synods, kings and emperors. 

Nicolas I. is the greatest pope, we may say the only great 
pope between Gregory I. and Gregory VII. He stands between 
them as one of three peaks of a lofty mountain, separated from 
the lower peak by a plane, and from the higher peak by a deep 
valley. He appeared to his younger contemporaries as a “ new 
Elijah,” who ruled the world like a sovereign of divine appoint- 
ment, terrible to the evil-doer whether prince or priest, yet mild 
to the good and obedient. He was elected less by the influence 
of the clergy than of the emperor Louis II., and consecrated in 
his presence; he lived' with him on terms of friendship, and was 
treated in turn with great deference to his papal dignity. He 
anticipated Hildebrand in the lofty conception of his office ; and 
his energy and boldness of character corresponded with it. The 
pope was in his view the divinely appointed superintendent of 
the whole church for the maintenance of order, discipline and 
righteousness, and the punishment of wrong and vice, with the 
aid of the bishops as his executive organs. He assumed an im- 
perious tone towards the Carolingians. He regarded the impe- 
rial crown a grant of the vicar of St. Peter for the protection of 
Christians against infidels. The empire descended to Louis by 
hereditary right, but was confirmed by the authority of the 
apostolic see. 

The pontificate of Nicolas was marked by three important 
events: the controversy with Photius, the prohibition of the 
divorce of King Lothair, and the humiliation of archbishop 
Hincmar. In the first he failed, in the second and third he 
achieved a moral triumph. 
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NICOLAS AND PHOTIUS. 

Ignatius, patriarch, of Constantinople, of imperial descent and 
of austere ascetic virtue, was unjustly deposed and banished by 
the emperor Michael III. for rebuking the immorality of Caesar 
Bardas, but he refused to resign. Photius, the greatest scholar 
of his age, at home in almost every branch of knowledge and 
letters, was elected his successor, though merely a layman, and 
in six days passed through the inferior orders to the patriarchal 
dignity (858). The two parties engaged in an unrelenting war- 
fare, and excommunicated each other. Photius was the first to 
appeal to* the Roman pontiff. Nicolas, instead of acting as 
mediator, assumed the air of judge, and sent delegates to Con- 
stantinople to investigate the case on the spot. They were im- 
prisoned and bribed to declare for Photius; but the pope annulled 
their action at a synod in Rome, and decided in favor of Igna- 
tius (863). Photius in turn pronounced sentence of condemna- 
tion on the pope and, in his Encyclical Letter, gave classical 
expression to the objections of the Greek church against the 
Latin (867). The controversy resulted in the permanent aliena- 
tion of the two churches. It was the last instance of an official 
interference of a pope in the affairs of the Eastern church. 

NICOLAS AND LOTHATR. 

Lothair IL, king of Lorraine and the second son of the 
emperor Lothair, maltreated and at last divorced his wife, 
Teutberga of Burgundy, and married his mistress, Walrada, who 
appeared publicly in all the array and splendor of a queen. 
Nicolas, being appealed to by the injured lady, defended fear- 
lessly the sacredness of matrimony ; he annulled the decisions of 
synods, and deposed the archbishops of Cologne and Treves for 
conniving at the immorality of their sovereign. He threatened 
the king with immediate excommunication if he did not dismiss 
the concubine and receive the lawful wife. He even refused to 
yield when Teutberga, probably under compulsion, asked him to 
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grant a divorce. Lothair, after many equivocations, yielded at 
last (865). It is unnecessary to enter into the complications and 
disgusting details of this controversy. 

NICOLAS AND HJNCMAB. 

In his controversy with Hinemar, Nicolas was a protector of 
the bishops and lower clergy against the tyranny of metropoli- 
tans. Hinemar, archbishop of Bheims, was the most powerful 
prelate of France, and a representative of the principle of Galli- 
can independence. He was energetic, but ambitious and over- 
bearing. He came three times in conflict with the pope on the 
question of jurisdiction. The principal case is that of Bothad, 
bishop of Soissons, one of his oldest suffragans, whom he de- 
posed without sufficient reason and put into prison, with the aid 
of Charles the Bald (862). The pope sent his legate “ from the 
side,” Arsenius, to Charles, and demanded the restoration of the 
bishop. He argued from the canons of the Council of Sardica 
that the case must be decided by Borne even if Bothad had not 
appealed to him. He enlisted the sympathies of the bishops by 
reminding them that they might suffer similar injustice from 
their metropolitan, and that their only refuge was in the com- 
mon protection of the Boman see. Charles desired to cancel the 
process, but Nicolas would not listen to it. He called Bothad 
to Borne, reinstated him solemnly in the church of St. Maria 
Maggiore, and sent him back in triumph to France (864). 1 
Hinemar murmured, but yielded to superior power.* 

In this controversy Nicolas made use of the Pseudo-Isidorian 
Decretals, a copy of which came into his hands probably through 
Bothad. He thus gave them the papal sanction ; yet he must 
have known that a large portion of this forged collection, though 
claiming to proceed from early popes, did not exist in the papal 
archives. Hinemar protested against the validity of the new 

1 JafiS, 246 and 247, and Mansi, XV. 687 sqq. 

1 k jB othadwn canonice ... dejectum el a Nicolan papa non regvlariter, ted 
potentialiter retlibitum.” See Baumann, II. 26. 
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decretals and their application to France, and the protest lin- 
gered for centuries in the Gallican liberties till they were finally 
buried in the papal absolutism of the Vatican Council of 1870. 

§ 62. Hadrian II. and John VIII. A. D. 867 to 882. 
Majstsi : Cone. Tom. XV.-XVII. 

Migse: Patrol. Lot. Tom. CXXTI. 1245 sqq. (Hadrian II.); Tom. 
CXXVT. 647 sqq. (John VIEL); also Tom. CXXIX., pp. 823 sqq., 
and 1054 sqq., which contain the writings of Auxilius and Vul- 
GABIUS, concerning pope Formosus. 

Bakonius: Annul, ad ann. 867-882. 

Jait6: Begesta, pp. 25A-292. 

Milman : Lot. Christianity, Book Y., chs. 5 and 6. 

Gfkorek : Allg. EZrchengesch., Bd. III. Abth. 2, pp. 962 sqq. 

BAXMAinsr: Polilik der Pdpste, H. 29-57. 

For nearly two hundred years, from Nicolas to Hildebrand 
(867-1049), the papal chair was filled, with very few excep- 
tions, by ordinary and even unworthy occupants. 

Hadrian II. (867-872) and John VIII. (872-882) defended 
the papal power with the same zeal as Nicolas, but with less 
ability, dignity, and success, and not so much in the interests of 
morality as for self-aggrandizement. They interfered with the 
political quarrels of the Carolingians, and claimed the right of 
disposing royal and imperial crowns. 

Hadrian was already seventy-five years of age, and well known 
for great benevolence, when he ascended the throne (he was bom 
in 792). He inherited from Nicolas the controversies with 
Photius, Lothair, and Hincmar of Rheims, but was repeatedly 
rebuffed. He suffered also a personal humiliation on account of 
a curious domestic tragedy. He had been previously married, 
and his wife (Stephania) was still living at the time of his eleva- 
tion. Eleutherius, a son of bishop Arsenins (the legate of 
Nicolas), carried away the pope’s daughter (an old maid of forty 
years, who was engaged to another man), fled to the emperor 
Louis, and, when threatened with punishment, murdered both 
the pope’s wife and daughter. He was condemned to death. 
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This affair might have warned the popes to have nothing to 
do with women ; but it was succeeded by worse scenes. 

John YIII. was an energetic, shrewd, passionate, and in- 
triguing prelate, meddled with all the affairs of Christendom 
from Bulgaria to France and Spain, crowned two insignificant 
Carolingian emperors (Charles the Bald, 875, and Charles the 
Fat, 881), dealt very freely in anathemas, was much disturbed 
by the invasion of the Saracens, and is said to have been killed 
by a relative who coveted the papal crown and treasure. The 
best thing he did was the declaration, in the Bulgarian quarrel 
with the patriarch of Constantinople, that the Holy Spirit had 
created other languages for worship besides Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin, although he qualified it afterwards by saying that Greek 
and Latin were the only proper organs for the celebration of the 
mass, while barbarian tongues such as the Slavonic, may be good 
enough for preaching. 

His violent end was the beginning of a long interregnum of 
violence. The close of the ninth century gave a foretaste of the 
greater troubles of the tenth. After the downfall of the Carolin- 
gian dynasty the popes were more and more involved in the poli- 
tical quarrels and distractions of the Italian princes. The dukes 
Berengar of Friuli (888-924), and Guido of Spoleto (889-894), 
two remote descendants of Charlemagne through a female branch, 
contended for the kingdom of Italy and the imperial crown, and 
filled alternately the papal chair according to their success in the 
conflict. The Italians liked to have two masters, that they 
might play off one against the other. Guido was crowned em- 
peror by Stephen VI. (V.) in February, 891, and was followed 
by his son, Lambert, in 894, who was also crowned. Formosus, 
bishop of Portus, whom John YIII. had pursued with bitter 
animosity, was after varying fortunes raised to the papal chair, 
and gave the imperial crown first to Lambert, but afterwards to 
the victorious Amulf of Carinthia, in 896. He roused the 
revenge of Lambert, and died of violence. His second successor 
and bitter enemy, Stephen VII. (VI.), a creature of the party of 
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Lambert, caused bis corpse to be exhumed, clad in pontifical 
robes, arraigned in a mock trial, condemned and deposed, 
stripped of the ornaments, fearfully mutilated, decapitated, and 
thrown into the Tiber. But the party of Berengar again ob- 
tained the ascendency; Stephen VII. was thrown into prison 
and strangled (897). This was regarded as a just punishment 
for his .conduct towards Formosus. John IX. restored the 
character of Formosus. He died in 900, and was followed by 
Benedict TV., of the Lambertine or Spoletan party, and reigned 
for the now unusual term of three years and a half. 1 

§ 63. The Degradation of the Papacy in the Tenth Century. 

SOURCES. 

Migne’s Patrol . Lat. Tom. 131-142. These vols. contain the documents 
and works from Pope John IX. — Gregory VI. 

LiunPRAKnus (Episcopus Cremonensis, d. 972) : Antapodoseos , seu Berum 
per Europam gestarum libri VI. From A. D. 887-950. Reprinted in 
Pertz: Monum . Germ. III. 269-272; and in Migne: Patrol . Tom. 
CXXXVI. 769 sqq. By the same : Historia Otfonis, sive de rebm 
gestis Ottonis Magni. From A. D. 960-964. In Pertz: Monum. III. 
340-346 ; in Migne CXXXVI. 897 sqq. Comp. Kcepke : De Liud~ 
prandi vita et scriptis , Berol., 1842; Wattenbach: Deutschland* 
Geschichtsquellen , and Giesebrecht, 2. c. I. p. 779. Liudprand or 
Liutprand (Liuzo or Liuso), one of the chief authorities on the 
history of the 10th century, was a Lombard by birth, well educated, 
travelled in the East and in Germany, accompanied Otho I. to Rome, 
962, was appointed by him bishop of Cremona, served as his inter- 
preter at the Roman Council of 964, and was again in Rome 965. He 
was also sent on an embassy to Constantinople. He describes the 
wretched condition of the papacy as an eye-witness. His Anta- 
podosis or Betribution (written between 958 and 962) is specially 
directed against king Berengar and queen Willa, whom he hated. 
His work on Otho treats of the contemporary events in which he was 
one of the actors. He was fond of scandal, but is considered reliable 
in most of his facts. 

Flodoardus (Canonicus Remensis, d. 966) : Eistoria Bemensis; An • 
nates; Opuscula metrica 9 in Migne, Tom. CXXXV. 

1 According to Auxentius and Vulgarius, pope Stephen VIL was the author 
of the outrage on the corpse of Formosus; Liutprand traces it to Sergius III 
In 898, when he was anti-pope of John IX. Baronius conjectures that Liut- 
prand wrote Sergius for Stephanos. HefeLe assents, Cmciliengesch. IV. 561 sqq. 
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Atto (Episcopus Vercellensis, d.960} : Lepressuris ecclesiastids; Epistolary 
and other books, in Migne, Tom. QX X XV. 

Jaffe : Regesta, pp. 307-325. 

Other sources relating more to the political history of the tenth century 
are indicated by Giesebrecht, I. 817, 820, 836. 

LITERATURE. 

BARONIUS : Annales ad ann. 900-963. 

V. E. Loscher: Hktorie des rom. Hurenregimenis. Leipzig, 1707. (2nd 
ed. with another title, 1725.) 

Constantin Hofler (R. C.) : Die deutscken Papste. Regensburg, 1839, 
2 vols. 

E. Dummler : Auxilius und Vulgarius. Qudlen undForschungenzur Ge- 
8chichte des Papstthums im An Jang des zehnten Jahrhunderts. Leipz. 
1866. The writings of Auxilius and Vulgarius are in Migne’s Patrol ., 
Tom. CXXIX. 

C. Jos. VON Hefele (Bishop of Rottenburg) : Lie Papste und Kaiser in 
den trubsten Zeiten der Kirche , in his “Beitrage zur Kirchengesch,” 
etc., vol. I. 227-278. Also his Conciliengeschichte , IV. 571-660 
(2d ed.). 

Milman: Lat. Chr . Bk. 5, chs. 11-14. Giesebrecht: Gesch. der 
deutscken Kaiserzeit , I. 343 sqq. Gfboeer : III. 3, 1133-1275. 
Baxmann: II. 58-125. Gregorovius, Vol. III. Von Reumont, 
Vol. II. 

The tenth century is the darkest of the dark ages, a century 
of ignorance and superstition, anarchy and crime in church and 
state. The first half of the eleventh century was little better. 
The dissolution of the world seemed to be nigh at hand. Serious 
men looked forward to the terrible day of judgment at the close 
of the first millennium of the Christian era, neglected their 
secular business, and inscribed donations of estates and other 
gifts to the church with the significant phrase “ appr<ypinqm^ 
mundi termino.” 

The demoralization began in the state, reached the church, and 
culminated in the papacy. The reorganization of society took 
the same course. No church or sect in Christendom ever sank 
so low as the Latin church in the tenth century. The papacy, 
like the old Roman god Janus, has two faces, one Christian, one 
antichristian, one friendly and benevolent, one fiendish and 
malignant. In this period, it shows almost exclusively the 
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aniichristian face. It is an unpleasant task for the historian 
to expose these shocking corruptions ; but it is necessary for the 
understanding of the reformation that followed. The truth must 
be told, with its wholesome lessons of h umiliat ion and encour- 
agement. No system of doctrine or government can save the 
church from decline and decay. TTnman nature is capable of 
satanic wickedness. Antichrist steals into the very temple of 
God, and often wears the priestly robes. But God is never 
absent from history, and His overruling wisdom always at last 
brings good out of evil. Even in this midnight darkness the stars 
were shining in the firmament ; and even then, as in the days of 
Elijah the prophet, there were thousands who had not bowed 
their knees to Baal. Some convents resisted the tide of corrup- 
tion, and were quiet retreats for nobles and kings disgusted with 
the vanities of the world, and anxious to prepare themselves for 
the day of account. Nilas, Romuald, and the monks of Cluny 
raised their mighty voice against wickedness in high places. 
Synods likewise deplored the immorality of the clergy and laity, 
and made efforts to restore discipline. The chaotic confusion of 
the tenth century, like the migration of nations in the fifth, 
proved to be only the throe and anguish of a new birth. It 
was followed first by the restoration of the empire under Otho 
the Great, and then by the reform of the papacy under Hilde- 
brand. 


THE POLITICAL DKOBDEB. 

In the semi-barbarous state of society during the middle ages, 
a strong central power was needed in church and state to keep 
order. Charlemagne was in advance of his times, and his 
structure rested on no solid foundation. His successors had 
neither his talents nor his energy, and sank almost as low as the 
Merovingians in incapacity and debauchery. The popular con- 
tempt in which they were held was expressed in such epithets as 
“the Bald,” “the Eat,” “the Stammerer,” “the Simple,” “the 
Lazy,” “the Child.” Under their misrule the foundations of 
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law and discipline gave way. Europe was threatened with a 
new flood of heathen barbarism. The Norman pirates from 
Denmark and Norway infested the coasts of Germany and 
France, burned cities and villages, carried off captives, followed 
in their light boats which they could cany on their shoulders, 
the course of the great rivers into the interior; they sacked 
Hamburg, Cologne, Treves, Bouen, and stabled their horses in 
Charlemagne's cathedral at Aix; they invaded England, and 
were the terror of all Europe until they accepted Christianity, 
settled down in Normandy, and infused fresh blood into the 
French and English people. In the South, the Saracens, cross- 
ing from Africa, took possession of Sicily and Southern Italy; 
they are described by pope John VIII. as Hagarenes, as 
children of fornication and wrath, as an army of locusts, turning 
the land into a wilderness. From the East, the pagan Hunga- 
rians or Magyars invaded Germany and Italy like hordes of 
wild beasts, but they were defeated at last by Henry the Fowler 
and Otho the Great, and after their conversion to Christianity 
under their saintly monarch Stephen (997—1068), they became a 
wall of defence against the progress of the Turks. 

Within the limits of nominal Christendom, the kings and 
nobles quarreled among themselves, oppressed the people, and 
distributed bishoprics and abbeys among their favorites, or 
pocketed the income. The metropolitans oppressed the bishops, 
the bishops the priests, and the priests the laity. Bands of 
robbers roamed over the country and defied punishment. Might 
was right. Charles the Fat was deposed by his vassals, and died 
in misery, begging his bread (888). His successor, Arnulf of 
Carinthia, the last of the Carolingian line of emperors (though 
of illegitimate birth), wielded a victorious sword over the Nor- 
mans (891) and the new kingdom of Moravia (894), but fell 
into trouble^ died of Italian poison, mid left the crown of Ger- 
many to his only legitimate son, Louis the Child (899-911), who 
was ruled by Hatto, archbishop of Mayence. This prelate 
figures in the popular legend of the "Mouse-Tower” (on an 
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island in the Rhine, opposite Bingen), where a swarm of mice 
picked his bones and “ gnawed the flesh from every limb,” 
because he had shut up and starved to death a number of 
hungry beggars. But documentary history shows him in a 
more favorable light. Louis died before attaining to manhood, 
and with him the German line of the Carolingians (911). The 
last shadow of an emperor in Italy, Berengar, who had been 
crowned in St. Peter’s, died by the dagger of an assassin (924 j. 
The empire remained vacant for nearly forty years, until Otho, 
a descendant of the Saxon duke "Widukind, whom Charlemagne 
had conquered, raised it to a new life. 

In France, the Carolingian dynasty lingered nearly a century 
longer, till it found an inglorious end in a fifth Louis called the 
Lazy (“ le Faineant”), and Count Hugh Capet became the 
founder of the Capetian dynasty, based on the principle of 
hereditary succession (987). He and his son Robert received 
the crown of France not from the pope, but from the archbishop 
of Rheims. 

Italy was invaded by Hungarians and Saracens, and distracted 
by war between rival kings and petty princes struggling for 
aggrandizement. The bishops and nobles were alike corrupt, 
and the whole country was a moral wilderness. 1 

THE DEMORALIZATION OP THE PAPACY. 

The political disorder of Europe affected the church and para- 
lyzed its efforts for good. The papacy itself lost all independ- 
ence and dignify, and became the prey of avarice, violence, and 
intrigue, a veritable synagogue of Satan. It was dragged through 
the quagmire of the darkest crimes, and would have perished 
in utter disgrace had not Providence saved it for better times. 
Pope followed pope in rapid succession, and most of them ended 
their career in deposition, prison, and murder. The rich and 

1 Hotter (L 16) asserts that every princely family of Italy in the tenth cen- 
tury vraa tainted with incestuous blood, and that it was difficult to distinguish 
wives and asters, mothers and daughters. See his genealogical tables appended 
to the first volume. 
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powerful marquises of Tuscany and the Counts of Tusculum 
acquired control over the city of Home and the papacy for 
more than half a century. And what is worse ( ineredibile , at - 
tamen verum), three bold and energetic women of the highest 
rank and lowest character, Theodora the elder (the wife or widow 
of a Roman senator), and her two daughters, Marozia and Theo- 
dora, filled the chair of St. Peter with their paramours and bas- 
tards. These Roman Amazons combined with the fatal charms 
of personal beauly and wealth, a rare capacity for intrigue, and 
a burning lust for power and pleasure. They had the diabolical 
ambition to surpass their sex as much in boldness and badness as 
St Paula and St. Eustachium in the days of Jerome had excelled 
in virtue and saintliness. They turned the church of St. Peter 
into a den of robbers, and the residence of his successors into a 
harem. And they gloried in their shame. Hence this infamous 
period is called the papal Pornocracy or Hetserocracy . 1 

1 LIutprandi Antapodosis, II. 48 (Pertz, V. 297 ; Migne, CXXXVL 827) : 
u Theodora, seortum impudem . . . {quod dictu, etiam focdissimum est), Romanos civi- 
tails non invirillter monarchiam obtinebat. Quae duos habuit natas , Marotiam atque 
Theodora™, sibi non solum cocequales , verum etiam Veneris exerdtio promptiores. 
Harum Marotia ex Papa Sergio — Joannem, qai post Joannis Ravcnnatis obitum 
Romanos Ecdesios obtinuit dignitatem^ nefario genuit advMerio” etc. In the same 
ch. he calls the elder Theodora a meretriz satis impudentissimoh, Veneris calore 
succensal* 

This Theodora was the wife of Theophylactus, Roman Consul and Senator, 
probably of Byzantine origin, who appears in 901 among the Roman judges of 
Louis lH. She called herself “ Senatrix.” She was the mistress of Adalbert 
of Tuscany, called the Rich (d. 926), and of pope John X. (d. 928). And 
yet she is addressed by Eugenius Vulgarius as “ mnetissima et venerabUis matronal' 9 
(See Dummler, l c. pu 146, and Hefele, IV. 575.) Her daughter Marozia (or 
Marncda, the diminutive of Maria, Mcuriechen) was the boldest and most suc- 
cessful of the three. She was the mistress of pope Sergius HI. and of Alberic I., 
Count of Tusculun (<L 926), and married several times. Comp. Liutprand, 
HI. 43 and 44. She perpetuated her rule through her son, Alberic II., and 
her grandson, pope John XII. With all their talents and influence, these 
strong-minded women were very ignorant; the daughters of the younger Theo- 
dora could neither read nor write, and signed their name in 945 with a +• 
(Gregorovius, EEL 282 sq.) The Tusculan popes and the Crescentii, who con- 
trolled and disgraced the papacy in the eleventh century, were descendants of 
the same stock. 

The main facts of this shameful reign rest on good contemporary Catholic 
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Some pop6S of this period, 'were almost as bad as the worst 
emperors of heathen Home, and far less excusable. 

Sergius III., the lover of Marozia (904-911), opened the 
shameful succession. Under the protection of a force of Tuscan 
soldiers he appeared in Home, deposed Christopher who had just 
deposed Leo V., took possession of the papal throne, and soiled 
it with every vice; but he deserves credit for r&toring the 
venerable church of the Lateran, which had been destroyed by 
an earthquake in 896 and robbed of invaluable treasures. 1 

After the short reign of two other popes, John X., archbishop 
of Eavenna, was elected, contrary to all canons, in obedience to 
the will of Theodora, for the more convenient gratification of 
her passion (914— 928). 2 He was a man of military ability 
and daring, placed himself at the head of an army — the first 
warrior among the popes — and defeated the Saracens. He 
announced the victory in the tone of a general. He then en- 

authorities (as Liutprand, Flodoard, Batherius of Verona, Benedict of Soracte, 
Gerbert, the transactions of the Councils in Borne, Bheims, etc.), and are frankly 
admitted with devout indignation by Baronins and other Boman Catholic 
historians, but turned by them into an argument for the divine origin of the 
papacy, whose restoration to power appears all the more wonderful from the 
depth of its degradation. Mohler (ExrchmgescL ed. by Gams, I L 183) calls 
Sergius IP., John X-, John XL, and John XU- “horrible popes,” and says 
that “crimes alone secured the papal dignity” Others acquit the papacy of 
guilt, since it was not independent. The best lesson which Bomanists might 
derive from this period of prostitution is humility and charity. It is a terrible 
rebuke to pretensions of superior sanctity. 

1 Baronins, following Liutprand, calls Sergius 11 homo vitionm omnium semis.” 
But Flodoard and the inscriptions give him a somewhat better character. 
See Hefele IV. 576, Gregorovius IH. 269, and von Beumont IL 273. 

3 Gfrorer makes him the paramour of the younger Theodora, which on 
chronological grounds is more probable; hut Hefele, Gregorovius, von Beu- 
mont, and Greenwood link him with the elder Theodora. This seems to be 
the meaning of liutprand (IL 47 and 48), who says that she fell in love with 
John for his great beauty, and actually forced him to sin (seeumque hunc scar* 
tori non solum volui t> verum etiam atque ehiom compulit ). She could not stand 
the separation from her lover, and called him to Borne. Baronins treats John 
X. as a psmdopapa . Muratori, Buret, and Hefele dissent from liutprand and 
give John a somewhat better character, without, however, denying his relation 
to Theodora. See Hefele, IV. 579 sq. 
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gaged in a fierce contest for power with Marozia and her lover 
or husband, the Marquis Alberic I. Unwilling to yield any of 
her secular power over Rome, Marozia seized the Castle of St. 
Angelo, had John cast into prison and smothered to death, and 
raised three of her creatures, Leo VI., Stephen VII. (VIII.), 
and at last John XI., her own (bastard) son of only twenty-one 
years, successively to the papal chair (928-986). 1 * 3 

After the murder of Alberic I. (about 926), Marozia, who 
called herself Senatrix and Patricia, offered her hand and as 
much of her love as she could spare from her numerous para- 
mours, to Guido, Markgrave of Tuscany, who eagerly accepted 
the prize ; and after his death she married king Hugo of Italy, 
the step-brother of her late husband (932); he hoped to gain 
the imperial crown, but he was soon expelled from Rome by a 
rebellion excited by her own son Alberic II., who took offence at 
his overbearing conduct for slapping him in the face. 4 She now 
disappears from the stage, and probably died in a convent. Her 
son, the second Alberic, was raised by the Romans to the dig- 
nity of Consul, and ruled Rome and the papacy from the Castle 
of St. Angelo for twenty-two years with great ability as a despot 
under the -forms of a republic (932-954). After the death of 
his brother, John XI. (936), he appointed four insignificant 
pontiffe, and restricted them to the performance of their religious 
duties. 

1 Liutprand, Antapodom HI. 43 (Migne, L e, 852) : “Papam [John X.] eus- 

todia vumieiparunt, in qua non midto post est defunctus ; aiunt mini quod cervical 
taper os eius imponerentj sicque emm pessvme suffocarent. Quo mortuo ipsius Maro - 
tMcflxum, Johcurmem nomine [John XL] quem ex Sergio papa meretrix gmucrat y 
papam wnsttivumt*” The parentage of John XI. from pope Sergius is adopted 
by Gregorovius, Dummler, Greenwood, and Baxmann, but disputed by Mura- 
tori, Hefele, and Gfrorer, who maintain that John XI. was the son of Marozia’s 
husband, Alberic L, if they ever were married. For, according to Benedict of 
Soracte, Marozia accepted him a non quasi uzor t sed in consuetudinem malignam” 
Albericus Marehio was an adventurer before he became Markgrave, about 897, 
and must not be confounded with Albertos Marehio or Adalbert the Bich of 
Tuscany. See Gregorovius, IEL 275; von Beumont, II. 228, 231, and the 
genealogical tables in Hofler, Vol. L, Append. V. and VL 

3 See the account in Untprand IIL 44. 
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JOHN XII. 

On the death of Alberic in 954, his son Octavian, the grand- 
son of Marozia, inherited the secular government of Rome, and 
was elected pope when only eighteen years of age. He thus 
united a double supremacy. He retained his name Octavian as 
civil ruler, but assumed, as pope, the name John XH., either by 
compulsion of the clergy and people, or because he wished to secure 
more license by keeping the two dignities distinct. This is the 
first example of such a change of name, and it was followed by 
his successors. He completely sunk his spiritual in his secular 
character, appeared in military dress, and neglected the duties of 
the papal office, though he surrendered none of its claims. 

John XII. disgraced the tiara for eight years (955-963). He 
was one of the most immoral and wicked popes, ranking with 
Benedict IX., John XXIII., and Alexander VI. He was 
charged by a Roman Synod, no one contradicting, with almost 
every crime of which depraved human nature is capable, and 
deposed as a monster of iniquity. 1 


1 Among the charges of the Synod against him were that he appeared con- 
stantly armed with sword, lance, helmet, and breastplate, that he neglected 
matins and vespers, that he never signed himself with the sign of the cross, that 
he was fond of hunting, that he had made a boy of ten years a bishop, and or- 
dained a bishop or deacon in a stable, that he had mutilated a priest, that he had 
set houses on fire, like Nero, that he had committed homicide and adultery, had 
violated virgins and widows high and low, lived with his father’s mistress, con- 
verted the pontifical palace into a brothel, drank to the health of the devil, and 
invoked at the gambling-table the help of Jupiter and Venus and other heathen 
demons ! The emperor Otho would not believe these enormities until they 
were proven, but the bishops replied, that they were matters of public notoriety 
requiring no proof. Before the Synod convened John XXL had made his 
escape from Rome, carrying with him the portable part of the treasury of St 
Peter. But after the departure of the emperor he was readmitted to the city, 
restored ibr a short time, and killed in an act of adultery ( u du/m se cum vtn 
cujusdam wore obleetaret ”) by the enraged husband of his paramour, or by the 
devil ("a diabolo est percussm ”). Liutprand, De rebus gestk Ottorm (in Migne, 
Tom. XXXVI. 898-910). Hefele (IV. 619) thinks that he died of apoplexy. 
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§ 64. The Interference of Otho the Great. 

Comp., besides tbe works quoted in § 63, Floss : Die Papstwahl water den 
Ottonen. Freiburg, 1858, and Kopke and Dummler; Otto der 
Grom. Leipzig, 1876. 

Prom this state of infamy the papacy was rescued for a brief 
time by the interference of Otho L, justly called the Great (936- 
973). He had subdued the Danes, the Slavonians, and the 
Hungarians, converted the barbarians on the frontier, estab- 
lished order and restored the Carolingian empire. He was 
called by the pope himself and several Italian princes for pro- 
tection against tbe oppression of king Berengar II. (or the 
Younger, who was crowned in 950, and died in exile, 966). 
He crossed the Alps, and was anointed Roman emperor by John 
XII. in 962. He promised to return to the holy see all the 
lost territories granted by Pepin and Charlemagne, and received 
in turn from the pope and the Romans the oath of allegiance 
on the sepulchre of St. Peter. 

Hereafter the imperial crown of Rome was always held by the 
German nation, but the legal assumption of the titles of Emperor 
and Augustus depended on the act of coronation by the pope. 

After the departure of Otho the perfidious pope, unwilling to 
obey a superior master, rebelled and entered into conspiracy with 
his enemies. The emperor returned to Rome, convened a Synod 
of Italian and German bishops, which indignantly deposed John 
XII. in his absence, on the ground of most notorious crimes, yet 
without a regular trial (963). 1 

The emperor and the Synod elected a respectable layman, the 
chief secretary of the Roman see, in his place. He was hur- 
riedly promoted through the orders of reader, suodeacon, deacon, 

1 A foil account of tins Synod see in Liutprand, De rebus gestis Ottonit, and in 
Baronins* AnnaL ad arm 963. Comp, also Greenwood, Bk VHL ch. 12, Gfrorer, 
vol. III., P. Hi-, 1249 sqq., Giesebrecht, L 465 and 828, and Hefele, IY. 612 
sqq. Gfrorer, without defending John XII., charges Otho with having first 
violated the engagement (p. 1253). The pope was three times summoned be- 
fore the Synod, but the answer came from Tivoli that he had gone hunting. 
Baronins, Floss, and Hefele regard this synod as uncanonicaL 
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priest and bishop, and consecrated as Leo VIII., but not recog- 
nized by the strictly hierarchical party, because he surrendered 
the freedom, of the papacy to the empire. The Romans swore 
that they would never elect a pope again without the emperor’s 
consent. Leo confirmed this in a formal document. 1 

The anti-imperial party readmitted John XII., who took 
cruel revenge of his enemies, but was suddenly struck down in 
his sins by a violent death. Then they elected an anti-pope, 
Benedict V., but he himself begged pardon for his usurpation 
when the emperor reappeared, was divested of the papal robes, 
degraded to the order of deacon, and banished to Germany. 
Leo VIII. died in April, 965, after a short pontificate of six- 
teen months. 

The bishop of Narni was unanimously elected his successor 
as John XIII. (965-972) by the Roman clergy and people, 
after first consulting the will of the emperor. He crowned Otho 
II. emperor of the Romans (973-983). He was expelled by the 
Romans, but reinstated by Otho, who punished the rebellious 
city with terrible severity. 

Thus the papacy was morally saved, but at the expense of its 
independence; or rather it had exchanged its domestic bondage 
for a foreign bondage. Otho restored to it its former dominions 
which it had lost during the Italian disturbances, but he re- 
garded the pope and the Romans as his subjects, who owed him 
the same temporal allegiance as the Germans and Lombards. 

It would have been far better for Germany and Italy if they 
had never meddled with each other. The Italians, especially the 
Romans, feared the German army, but hated the Germans as 
Northern semi-barbarians, and shook off their yoke as soon as 
they had a chance. 5 The Germans suspected the Italians for 

1 Baronins, ad aim . 964, pronounced the document spurious, chiefly because 
it is very inconvenient to his ultramontane doctrine. It is printed in Menu 
Germ. iv. 2 (Leges, IL 167), and in a more extensive form from a MS. at Treves 
in Leonis VUE. primlegium de investitnms, by H. J. Floss, Freib., 1858. This 
publication has changed the state of the controversy in favor of a genuine ele- 
ment in the document. See the discussion in Hefele, IV. 622 sqq. 

* This antipathy found its last expression and termination in the expulsion of 
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dishonesty and trickery, were always in danger of fever and 
poison, and lost armies and millions of treasure without any re- 
turn of profit or even military glory. 1 The two nations were 
always jealous of each other, and have only recently become 
friends, on the basis of mutual independence and non-inter- 
ference. 

PROTEST AGAINST PAPAL CORRUPTION. 

The shocking immoralities of the popes called forth strong 
protests, though they did not shake the faith in the institution 
itself. A Galliean Synod deposed archbishop Amulf of Rheims 
as a traitor to king Hugo Capet, without waiting for an answer 
from the pope, and without caring for the Pseudo-Isidorian 
Decretals (991). The leading spirit of the Synod, Arnulf, 
bishop of Orleans, made the following bold declaration against 
the prostitution of the papal office : “Looking at the actual state 
of the papacy, what do we behold ? John [XII.] called Octa- 
vian, wallowing in the sty of filthy concupiscence, conspiring 
against the sovereign whom he had himself recently crowned ; 
then Leo [VIII.] the neophyte, chased from the city by this 
Octavian ; and that monster himself, after the commission of 
many murders and cruelties, dying by the hand of an assassin. 
Next we see the deacon Benedict, though freely elected by the 
Romans, carried away captive into the wilds of Germany by the 
new Caesar [Otho I.] and his pope Leo. Then a second Caesar 
[Otho II.], greater in arts and arms than the first [?], succeeds ; 
and in his absence Boniface, a very monster of iniquity, reeking 
with the blood of his predecessor, mounts the throne of Peter. 
True, he is expelled and condemned ; but only to return again, 

the Austrians from Lombardy and Venice, and the formation of a united king- 
dom of Italy. 

1 Ditmar of Merseburg, the historian of Henry II., expresses the sentiment 
of that time when hesays((7Aron. IV. 22): “Neither the climate nor the people 
suit our countrymen. Both in Borne and Lombardy treason is always at work. 
Strangers who visit Italy expert no hospitality : everything they require must 
be instantly paid for; and even then they must submit to be over-reached and 
cheated, and not nnfrequently to be poisoned after alL” 
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and redden his hands with the blood of the holy bishop John 
[XIV.]. Are there, indeed, any bold enough to maintain that 
the priests of the Lord over all the world are to take their law 
from monsters of guilt like these — men branded with ignominy, 
illiterate men, and ignorant alike of things h uman and divine ? 
If, holy fathers, we be bound to weigh in the balance the lives, 
the morals, and the attainments of the meanest can didate for the 
sacerdotal office, how much more ought we to look to the fitness 
of him who-aspires to be the lord and master of all priests ! Yet 
how would it fare with us, if it should happen that the man 
the most deficient in ail these virtues, one so abject as not to be 
worthy of the lowest place among the priesthood, should be 
chosen to fill the highest place of all ? What would you say of 
such a one, when you behold him sitting upon the throne glit- 
tering in purple and gold ? Must he not be the ‘Antichrist, sit- 
ting in the terwple of God, and showing himself as God ’ ? Verily 
such a one lacketh both wisdom and charity; he standeth in the 
temple as an image, as an idol, from which as from dead marble 
you would seek counsel . 1 

u But the Church of God is not subject to a wicked pope ; nor 
even absolutely, and on all occasions, to a good one. Let us 
rather in our difficulties resort to our brethren of Belgium and 
Germany than to that city, where all things are venal, where 
judgment and justice are bartered for gold. Let us imitate the 
great church of Africa, which, in reply to the pretensions of the 
Roman pontiff deemed it inconceivable that the Lord should 
have invested any one person with his own plenary prerogative 
of judicature, and yet have denied it to the great congregations 
of his priests assembled in council in different parts of the world. 
If it be true, as we are informed by common 'report, that there is 

1 tC Quid hunc, reo. Patres, in sublimi solio residentem, vests purpurea et avrrn ra~ 
diantem, quid hunc, inquam, esse censetisf Nvmirwm si cordate destituitur, soloque 
sdentia inflatwr et extoUitur , Antichristus est, in tempb Pei sedens, et se ostendem 
tamquam sit Pens. Si autem nee caritaie fandatwr, nee scienMa erigitur, in temple 
Pei tamquam statua, tanquam idohm est, a quo respoma peters, marmora consular e 
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in Borne scarcely a man acquainted with letters, — without which, 
as it is written, one may scarcely be a doorkeeper in the house of 
God, — with what face may he who hath himself learnt nothing 
set himself up for a teacher of others ? In the simple priest 
ignorance is bad enough; but in the high priest of Borne, — in 
him to whom it is given to pass in review the faith, the lives, 
the morals, the discipline, of the whole body of the priesthood, 
yea, of the universal church, ignorance is in nowise to be 
tolerated. . . . Why should he not be subject in judgment to 
those who, though lowest in place, are his superiors in virtue 
and in wisdom? Yea, not even he, the prince of the apostles, 
declined the rebuke of Paul, though his inferior in place, and, 
saith the great pope Gregory [I.], ‘if a bishop be in fault, I know 
not any one such who is not subject to the holy see; but if 
faultless, let every one understand that he is the equal of the 
Boman pontiff himself, and as well qualified as he to give judg- 
ment in any matter.’ ,n 

The secretary of this council and the probable framer of this 
remarkable speech was Gerbert, who became archbishop of 
Bheims, afterwards of Eavenna, and at last pope under the 
name of Sylvester U. But pope John XY. (or his master 
Crescentius) declared the proceedings of this council null and 
void, and interdicted Gerbert. His successor, Gregory V., 
threatened the kingdom of Prance with a general interdict un- 
less Amnlf was restored. Gerbert, forsaken by king Bobert L, 
who needed the favor of the pope, was glad to escape from his 
uncomfortable seat and to accept an invitation of Otho HI. to 
become his teacher (995). Amulf was reinstated in TM^ma 

1 The acta of this Synod were first published in the Magdeburg Centuri es, 
then by Mansi, Gone. XIX. 107, and Pertz, Mon. V. 658. Baronins p ronounced 
them spurious, and interspersed them with indignant notes ; but Mansi ( p . 107 ) 
says: “ Cement vulgo omnes, Gerbertum rdpm et sincere recikme acta o/mcHii vert 
habitiP See Gissder, Greenwood (Book VUL ch. 6), and Hefele (17. 637 sqq.). 
Hefele pronounces the speech schismatics!. 
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§ 65, The Second Degradation of the Papacy from Otho I, to 
Henry III, A. D. 973-1046. 

I. The sources for the papacy in the second half of the tenth and in the 
eleventh century are collected in Mnratori’s Annali d 9 Italia (Milano 
1744-49) ; in Migne’s Patrol , Tom. CXXXVIL-CL. ; Leibnitz, An- 
nates Imp . Ocdd. (down to A.D 1005; Han., 1843, 3 vols.) ; Perfcz, 
Mon. Germ . (Auctores), Tom. V. (Leges), Tom. II. ; Ranke, Jakr- 
bucher des deutschen Reiches unter dem Sachs. Pause (Berlin 1837-40, 
3 vols. ; the second vol. by Giesebrecht and Wilmans contains the 
reigns of Otho II. and Otho IU.). On the sources see Giesebrecht, 
Gesch. der deutschen Kaiserzeit , IL 568 sqq. 

H. Stenzel: Geschichte Deutschlands unter dm Frankischen Kaisem. 
Leipz., 1827, 1828, 2 vols. 

0. F. Hock (R. C.) : Gerbert oder Papst Sylvester und sein Jahrhundert. 
Wien, 1837. 

C. Hofler (R. C.) : Pie deutschen Pdpste . Regensb., 1839, 2 vols. 

H. J. Floss (R. C.) : Die Papstwahl unter den Ottonen. Freib., 1858. 

C. Will : Die Anfange der Restawration der Kirche im elften Jahrh . Mar- 
burg, 1859-62, 2 vols. 

R. Kopke und E. Dummler: Otto der Grosse . Leipz. 1876. 

Comp. Babokius ( Annul. ) ; Jaffe (Reg. 325-364) ; Hefele (Goncilien- 
geschickte IV. 632 sqq., 2d ed.) ; Gfrorer (vol. III., P. III., 1358- 
1590, and vol. IV., 1846) ; Gregorovius (vols. III. and IV.); v. 
Reumont (II. 292 sqq.); Baxmakist (H. 125-180); and Giese- 
brecht (I. 569-762, and II. 1-431). 

The reform of the papacy was merely temporary. It was fol- 
lowed by a second period of disgrace, which lasted till the middle 
of the eleventh century, but was interrupted by a few respectable 
popes and signs of a coming reformation. 

After the death of Otho, during the short and unfortunate 
reign of his son, Otho H. (973—983), a faction of the Roman 
nobility under the lead of Crescentius or Cencius (probably a 
son of pope John X. and Theodora) gained the upper hand. 1 
He rebelled against the imperial pope, Benedict VI., who was 

1 He is called Crescentius de Theodora, and seems to have died in a convent 
about 984. Some make ldm the son of Pope John X. and the elder Theodora, 
others, of the younger Theodora. See Gregorovius, HI. 407 sqq ; von Ren* 
mont, H. 292 sqq. ; and the genealogy of the Cresoentii in Hofler, L 300. 
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murdered (974), and elected an Italian anti-pope, Boniface 
VII., who had soon to flee to Constantinople, but returned 
after some years, murdered another imperial pope, John XIV. 
(988), and maintained himself on the blood-stained throne by a 
lavish distribution of stolen money till he died, probably by 
violence (985). 1 

During the minority of Otho III., the imperialists, headed by 
Alberic, Count of Tusculum, and the popular Roman party- 
under the lead of the younger Crescentius (perhaps a grandson 
of the infamous Theodora), contended from their fortified places 
for the mastery of Rome and the papacy. Bloodshed was a 
daily amusement. Issuing from their forts, the two parties gave 
battle to each other whenever they met on the street. They set 
up rival popes, and mutilated their corpses with insane fury. 
The contending parties were related. Marozia’s son, Alberic, 
had probably inherited Tusculum (which is about fifteen miles 
from Rome). 2 After the death of Alberic of Tusculum, Crescen- 
tius acquired the government under the title of Consul, and in- 
dulged the Romans with a short dream of republican freedom in 
opposition to the hated rule of the foreign barbarians. He con- 
trolled pope John XV. 

GREGORY Y. 

Otho III., on his way to Rome, elected his worthy chaplain 
and cousin Bruno, who was consecrated as Gregory V. (996) and 
then anointed Otho III. emperor. He is the first pope of Ger- 
man blood. 5 Crescentius was treated with great leniency, but 
after the departure of the German army he stirred up a rebellion, 

1 Gerbert (afterwards pope Sylvester II.) called this Bonifacius a “ Malefactor” 
(Malifaeiua ) and “ korrendum, monstrum, eunrtos mortales neqwitia superans, etiam 
prioris pontifieis sanguine emeritus.” Gregorovius, III- 410. 

1 The Tusculan family claimed descent from Julius Csesar and Octavian- 
See Gregorovius. IV. 10, and Giesebrecht II. 174; also the genealogical table 
of HSfler at the dose of Vol. I. 

3 Baronius, however, says that Stephen VIII. (939-942) was a German, and 
fox this reason opposed by the Romans. Bruno was only twenty-four years old 
when elected. Hofler (L 94 aqq.) gives him a very high character. 
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expelled the German pope and elevated Philagathus, a Calabrian 
Greek, tinder the name of John XVI. to the chair of St. Peter. 
Gregory V. convened a large synod at Pavia, which unanimously 
pronounced the anathema against Crescentius and his pope. 
The emperor hastened to Rome with an army, stormed the castle 
of St. Angelo (the mole of Hadrian), and beheaded Crescentius 
as a traitor, while John XVI. by order of Gregory V. was, 
according to the savage practice of that age, fearfully mutilated, 
and paraded through the streets on an ass, with his face turned 
to the tail and with a wine-bladder on his head. 

SYLVESTER n. 

After the sudden and probably violent death of Gregory V. 
(999), the emperor elected, with the assent of the clergy and the 
people, his friend and preceptor, Gerbert, archbishop of Rheims, 
and then of Ravenna, to the papal throne. Gerbert was the first 
French pope, a man of rare learning and ability, and moral in- 
tegrity. He abandoned the liberal views he had expressed at 
the Council at Rheims, 1 and the legend says that he sold his soul 
to the devil for the papal tiara. He assumed the significant name 
of Sylvester II., intending to aid the youthful emperor (whose 
mother was a Greek princess) in the realization of his utopian 
dream to establish a Graeco-Latin empire with old Rome for its 
capital, and to rule from it the Christian world, as Constantine 
the Great had done during the pontificate of Sylvester I. But 
Otho died in his twenty-second year, of Italian fever or of poison 
(1002). 2 

Sylvester II. followed his imperial pupil a year after (1003). 
His learning, acquired in part from the Arabs in Spain, appeared 

1 See preceding section, p. 290. 

* According to several Italian writers he was poisoned by Stephania, under 
the disguise of a loving mistress, in revenge of the murder of Crescentius, her 
husband. Muratori and Milman accept the story, but it is not mentioned by 
Ditmar ( O'Aron. IV. SO), and discredited by Leo, GfiSrer, and Greenwood. 
Otho had restored to the son of Stephania all his father’s property, and made 
him prefect of Rome. The same remorseless Stephania is said to have adminis- 
tered subtle poison to pope Sylvester H. 
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a marvel to his ignorant age, and suggested a connection •with 
magic. He sent to St. Stephen of Hungary the royal crown, 
and, in a pastoral letter to Europe where Jerusalem is repre- 
sented as crying for help, he gave the first impulse to the cru- 
sades (1000), ninety years before they actually began. 1 

In the expectation of the approaching judgment, crowds of 
pil grims flocked to Palestine to greet the advent of the Saviour. 
But the first millennium passed, and Christendom awoke with 
a sigh of relief on the first day of the year 1001. 

BENEDICT VIII., AND EMPEROR HENRY H. 

Upon the whole the Saxon emperors were of great service to 
the papacy : they emancipated it from the tyranny of domestic 
political factions, they restored it to wealth, and substituted 
worthy occupants for monstrous criminals. 

During the next reign the confusion broke out once more. 
The anti-imperial party regained the ascendency, and John Cres- 
centius, the son of the beheaded consul, ruled under the title of 
Senator and Patricius. But the Counts of Tusculum held the 
balance of power pretty evenly, and gradually superseded the 
house of Crescentius. They elected Benedict VIII. (1012- 
1024), a member of their family; while Crescentius and his 
Mends appointed an anti-pope (Gregory). 

Benedict proved a very energetic pope in the defence of Italy 
against the Saracens. He forms the connecting link between 
the Ottoman and the Hildebrandian popes. He crowned Henry 
II, (1014), as the faithful patron and protector simply, not as the 
liege-lord, of the pope. 

This last emperor of the Saxon house was very devout, ascetic, 
and liberal in endowing bishoprics. He favored clerical celibacy. 
He aimed earnestly at a moral reformation of the church. He 

1 See Gfrorer, HI. P. III. 1550 sq. He regards Sylvester TL one of the 
greatest of popes and statesmen who developed all the germs of the system, and 
showed the way to his successors. Comp, on him Milman, Bfc. Y. ch. 13; 
Giesebrecht, L 613 sqq. and 690 sqq. 
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declared at a diet, that he had made Christ his heir, and ’would 
devote all he possessed to God and his church. He filled the 
vacant bishoprics and abbeys with learned and worthy men j 
and hence his right of appointment was not resisted. He died 
after a reign of twenfy-two years, and was buried at his favorite 
place, Bamberg in Bavaria, where he had founded a bishopric 
(1007). He and his chaste wife, Kunigunde, were canonized by 
the grateful church (1146). 1 

THE TTJSCTJLAN POPES. BENEDICT IX. 

With Benedict VIII. the papal dignity became hereditary in 
the Tusculan family. He had bought it by open bribery. He 
was followed by his brother John XIX., a layman, who bought 
it likewise, and passed in one day through all the clerical degrees. 

After his death in 1033, his nephew Theophylact, a boy of 
only ten or twelve years of age, 2 ascended the papal throne under 
the name of Benedict IX. (1033-1045). His election was a 

1 His historian, bishop Tkitmar or Ditmar of Merseburg, relates that Henry 
never held carnal intercourse with his wife, and submitted to rigid penances and 
frequent flagellations for the subjugation of animal passions. But Hase (J 160, 
tenth ed.) remarks: “Die Monche, die er m Gumten der Bisthumer beraubt hat t 
dachten ihn nur eben von der Hade gerettet ; aueh den Heiligenschein der jungfrau- 
liehen Kaiserin hat der Teufel zu verdunkeln gewusst” Comp. C. Schurzfleisch, 
De inTiocentia Qimig Wit., 1700. A. Noel, Leben der heil. Kunigunde, Luxemb. 
1856. For a high and just estimate of Henry's character see Griesebrecht II. 94-96. 
"The legend,” he says, "describes Henry as a monk in purple, as a penitent 
with a crown, who can scarcely drag along his lame body; it places Kunigunde 
at his side not as wife but as a nun, who in prayer and mortification of the flesh, 
seeks with him the path to heaven. History gives a very different picture of 
king Henry and his wife. It bears witness that he was one of the most active 
and energetic rulers that ever sat on the German throne, and possessed a sharp 
understanding and a power of organization very rare in those limes. It was a 
misfortune for Germany that such a statesman had to spend most of his life in 
internal and external wars. Honorable as he was in arms, he would have 
acquired a higher fame in times of peace.” 

* Rodulfus Glaber, Histor. mi tmporis , IV- 5 (in Migne, Tom. 142, p. 979) : 
“puerfermc (fere) decennisf* but in V. 5: tC fuerat sedi ordinaius quddam puer 
cireiter annorum duodecim, contra jus nefasque” Hefele stated, in the first ed. 
(IV. 673), that Benedict was eighteen when elected. In the second ed. (p. 706) 
he corrects himself and makes him twelve years at his election. 
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mere money bargain between the Tnsenlan family and tne venal 
clergy and populace of Rome. Once more the Lord took from 
Jerusalem and Judah the stay and the staff, and gave children 
to be their princes, and babes to rule over them. 1 

This boy-pope fully equaled and even surpassed John XII. in 
precocious wickedness. He combined the childishness of Cali- 
gula and the viciousness of Heliogabalus. 2 He grew worse as he 
advanced in years. He ruled like a captain of banditti, com- 
mitted murders and adulteries in open day-light, robbed pilgrims 
on the graves of martyrs, and turned Rome into a den of thieves. 
These crimes went unpunished; for who could judge a pope? 
And his brother, Gregory, was Patrician of the city. At one 
time, it is reported, he had the crazy notion of marrying his 
cousin and enthroning a woman in the chair of St. Peter; but 
the father of the intended bride refused unless he abdicated the 
papacy. 3 Desiderius, who himself afterwards became pope 
(Victor III.), shrinks from describing the detestable life of 
this Benedict, who, he says, followed in the footsteps of Simon 
Magus rather than of Simon Peter, and proceeded in a career 
of rapine, murder, and every species of felony, until even the 
people of Rome became weary of his iniquities, and expelled 
him from the city. Sylvester HI. was elected antipope (Jan., 
1044), but Benedict soon resumed the papacy with all his 
vices (April 10, 1044), then sold it for one or two thousand 
pounds silver 1 to an archpresbyter John Gratian of the same 
1 Isa. 3: 1-4 

* Gregorovius, IV. 42, sayst a JMjd Benedict ZZi crrdckte das Papstthum jenen 
aumrsten Grad des dttlichen VerfaMs, wdeher nach den, Gesetsen der menschlichm 
Natur dm Umschlag zu,m Beseem erzeuqt." 

3 Bonitho, ed. JaffS p. oO: “Post media turpia aduUeria et homicidia mamdnu 
eais perpetrata, postremo cum, tdlet eonsobnnam accipere eoniugem, JUiam scilicet 
Girardi de Saxo, et die diceret: nvilo modo se daiurum nisi renwndaret pontificatui 
ad quondam sneerdotem Johawnem, se coTituHt.” A similar report is found in the 
Annates AUahenses. But Steindorff and Hefele (IV. 707) discredit the mar- 
riage project as a malignant invention or fable. 

* An old catalogue of popes (in Muratori, Script. IIL 2, p. 345) states the sum 
as mttU libra denariorum Papenshm, but Benno as libree mide quingentce. Others 
give two thousand pounds as the sum. Otto of Freising adds that 
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house (May, 1045), after he had emptied the treasury of every 
article of value, and, rueing the bargain, he claimed the dignity 
again (Nov., 1047), till he was finally expelled from Rome (July, 
1048). 


GREGORY VT. * 

John Gratian assumed the name Gregory "VT. He was 
revered as a saint for his chastity which, on account of its 
extreme rarity in Rome, was called an angelic virtue. He 
bought the papacy with the sincere desire to reform it, and made 
the monk Hildebrand, the future reformer, his chaplain. He 
acted on the principle that the end sanctifies the means. 

Thus there were for a while three rival popes. Benedict IX. 
(before his final expulsion) held the Lateran, Gregory VI. Maria 
Maggiore, Sylvester III. St. Peter’s and the Vatican. 1 

Their feuds reflected the general condition of Italy. The 
streets of Rome swarmed with hired assassins, the whole country 
with robbers, the virtue of pilgrims was openly assailed, even 
churches and the tombs of the apostles were desecrated by blood- 
shed. 

Again the German emperor had to interfere for the restoration 
of order. 

§ 66. Henry HI. and the Synod of Suiri. Deposition of three 
rival Popes. A. D. 1046. 

Bobizo (or Bonitho, bishop of Sutri, afterwards of Piacenza, and Mend 
of Gregory VII., d. 1089) : Liber ad amicum, s. de persecutione Eccle- 
sice (in (Efelii Scriptores rerum Boicarum II., 794, and better in 
Jaffe’s Monumenta Gregoriana, 1865). Contains in lib. V. a history 
of the popes from Benedict IX. to Gregory VII., with many errors. 
Bodulfus Glabeb (or Glaber Badulfns, monk of Cluny, about 1046) : 
IRstoria mi temporis (in Migne, Tom. 142). 

reserved besides the Peter’s pence from England. See Giesebrecbt, II. 643, and 
Hefele IV. 707. 

1 Migne, Tom. 141, p. 1343. Steindorff and Hefele (IV. 708) dissent from 
this usual view of a three-fold schism, and consider Gregory as the only pope* 
Bat all three were summoned to the Synod of Sutri and deposed ; consequently 
they must all have claimed possession. 
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Desidebius (Abbot of M. Cassino, afterwards pope Victor III., d. 108G) : 
De Miraculis a 8. Benedieto aliisque monachis Gassiniensibus gestit 
Dialog., in “ Bibl. Patr." Lugd. XVUI. 853. 

Annales Romani in Pertz, Mon. Germ. VIL 

Annales Oorbdenses, in Pertz, Mon. Germ. V. ; and in Jaffe, Monumenta 
Cofbeiensia, Berlin, 1864. 

Eiinst SteisdobfF: Jahrbucker dee deutschen Reichs unter Heinrich LLL 
Leipzig, 1874. 

Hefele: Conciliengesch. IV. 706 sqq. (2d ed.). 

See lit. in | 64, especially Hofleb and Will. 

Emperor Henry III., of the house of Franconia, was appealed 
to by the advocates of reform, and felt deeply the sad state of the 
church. He was only twenty-two years old, but ripe in intel- 
lect, full of energy and zeal, and aimed at a reformation of the 
church under the control of the empire, as Hildebrand after- 
wards labored for a reformation of the church under the control 
of the papacy. 

On his way to Eome for the coronation he held (Dec. 20, 
1046) a synod at Sutri, a small town about twenty-five miles 
north of Eome, and a few days afterwards another synod at 
Eome which completed the work. 1 Gregory VI. presided at 
first. The claims of the three rival pontiffs were considered. 
Benedict IX. and Sylvester III. were soon disposed of, the first 
having twice resigned, the second being a mere intruder. Gre- 
gory VI. deserved likewise deposition for the sin of simony in 
buying the papacy; but as he had convoked the synod by order 
of the emperor and was otherwise a worthy person, he was al- 
lowed to depose himself or to abdicate. He did it in these 
words: “I, Gregory, bishop, servant of the servants of God, do 
hereby adjudge myself to be removed from the pontificate of 
the Holy Boman Church, because of the enormous error which 
by simoniacal impurity has crept into and vitiated my election.” 
Then he asked the assembled fathers: “Is it your pleasure 

1 The sources differ in the distribution of the work between the two synods: 
some assign it to Sutri, others to Borne, others divide it. Stemdorff and Hefele 
(IV. 7X0) assume that Gregory and Sylvester were deposed at Sutri; Benedict 
(who did not appear at Sutri) was deposed in Borne. All agree that the new 
pope was elected in Borne. 
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tibat so it shall be?” to which they unanimously replied : “Your 
pleasure is our pleasure ; therefore so let it be.” As soon as the 
humble pope had pronounced his own sentence, he descended 
from the throne, divested himself of his pontifical robes, and im- 
plored pardon on his knees for the usurpation of the highest 
dignity in Christendom. He acted as pope die facto , and pro- 
nounced himself no pope dejure. He was used by the synod for 
deposing his two rivals, and then for deposing himself. In that 
way the synod saved the principle that the pope was above every 
human tribunal, and responsible to God alone. This view of 
the case of Gregory rests on the reports of Bonitho and Deside- 
rius. According to other reports in the Annales Oorbeienses and 
Peter Damiani, who was present at Sutri, Gregory was deposed 
directly by the Synod. 1 At all events, the deposition was real 
and final, and the cause was the sin of simony. 

But if simony vitiated an election, there were probably few 
legitimate popes in the tenth century when everything was venal 
and corrupt in Rome. Moreover bribery seems a small sin com- 
pared with the enormous crimes of several of these Judases. 
Hildebrand, recognized Gregory YI. by adopting his pontifical 
name in honor of his memory, and yet he made relentless war 
upon the sin of simony. He followed the self-deposed pope as 
chaplain across the Alps into exile, and buried him in peace on 
the banks of the Rhine. 

Henry HE. adjourned the Synod of Sutri to St. Peter’s in 
Rome for the election of a new pope (Dec- 23 and 24, 1046). 
The synod was to elect, but no Roman clergyman could be found 
free of the pollution of “ simony and fornication.” Then the 
king, vested by the synod with the green mantle of the patriciate 
and the plenary authority of the electors, descended from his 
throne, and seated Suidger, bishop of Bamberg, a man of spot- 
less character, on the vacant chair of St. Peter amid the loud 
hosannas of the assembly. 2 The new pope assumed the name of 

1 See JaffiS, Steindorfl; and Hefele (IV. 711 sq.). 

* According to the Annul. CM., Suidger was elected “ canonic# ei syne dies . . . 
unanimi eUri A populi dedione." 
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Clement II., and crowned Henry emperor on the festival of 
Christmas, on which Charlemagne had been crowned. The 
name was a reminder of the conflict of the first Clement of Home 
with Simon Hagus. But he outlived his election only nine 
months, and his body was transferred to his beloved Bamberg. 
The wretched Benedict IX. again took possession of the Lateran 
(till July 16, 1048). He died afterwards in Grotto Ferrata, 
according to one report as a penitent saint, according to another 
as a hardened sinner whose ghost frightened the living. A third 
German pontiff Poppo, bishop of Brixen, called Damasus II., 
was elected, but died twenty-three days after his consecration 
(Aug. 10, 1048), of the Boman fever, if not of poison. 

The emperor, at the request of the Romans, appointed at 
Worms in December, 1048, Bruno, bishop of Toul, to the papal 
chair. He was a man of noble birth, fine appearance, consider- 
able learning, unblemished character, and sincere piety, in full 
sympathy with the spirit of reform which emanated from Cluny. 
He accepted the appointment in presence of the Roman depu- 
ties, subject to the consent of the clergy and people of Rome. 1 
He invited the monk Hildebrand to accompany him in his pil- 
grimage to Rome. Hildebrand refused at first, because Bruno 
had not been canonically elected, but by the secular and royal 
power; but he was persuaded to follow him. 

Bruno reached Rome in the month of February, 1049, in' 
the dress of a pilgrim, barefoot, weeping, regardless of the 
hymns of welcome. His election was unanimously confirmed by 
the Roman clergy and people, and he was solemnly consecrated 
Feb. 12, as Leo 3X. He found the papal treasury empty, and 
his own means were soon exhausted. He chose Hildebrand as 
his subdeacon, financier, and confidential adviser, who hereafter 
was the soul of the papal reform, till he himself ascended the 
papal throne in 1073. 

1 So saya Wibert, Ills friend and biographer, but Bonitho reports that Hilde- 
brand induced him to submit first to a Boman election, since a pope elected 
by the emperor was not an apostoUeus, but an aposkUicus. See Baxmann, TT. 
215-217. Comp, also Hunkier: Leo IX. vmd seine ZeU. Mainz, 1851. 
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We stand here at the close of the deepest degradation and on 
the threshold of the highest elevation of the papacy. The synod 
of Sutri and the reign of Leo IX. mark the beginning of a dis- 
ciplinary reform. Simony or the sale and purchase of ecclesias- 
tical dignities, and Nicolaitism or the carnal sins of the clergy, 
including marriage, concubinage and unnatural vices, were the 
crying evils of the church in the eyes of the most serious men, 
especially the disciples of Cluny and of St. Komuald. A refor- 
mation therefore from the hierarchical standpoint of the middle 
ages was essentially a suppression of these two abuses. And as 
the corruption had reached its climax in the papal chair, the 
reformation had to begin at the head before it could reach the 
members. It was the work chiefly of Hildebrand or Gregory 
VII-, with whom the next period opens. 



CHAPTER V. 


'TITtt CONFLICT OF THE EASTERN AND WESTERN CHURCHES 
AND THEIR SEPARATION. 

§ 67. Sources and Literature . 

The chief sources on the beginning of the controversy between Photitis 
and Nicolas are in Mansi : Gone. Tom. XV. and XVL ; in Har- 
duin: Gone. Tom. V. Hergenrother : Monummta Grceca ad 
Photium ef usque historiam jpertinentia. Regensb. 1869. 

I. On the Greek side : 

PHOTIUS : TSy/rfj/clzoc STriaroty, etc. and especially his A oyog nepl ryg tov aytow 
TLvevpaTog pvarayayiag ; etc. See Photii Gpera omnia, ed. Migne. 
Paris, 1860-61, 4 voLs. ( Pair . Gr. Tom. CL -CIV.) The Encycl. 
Letter is in Tom. II. 722-742 ; and his treatise on the uvarayoyia row 
aryiov Uvevparog in Tom. II. 279-391. 

Later champions : 

CiERTTLARius, Nicetas Pectorates, Theophyeact (12th century). 
Euthymius Zigabenus, Phtjrnus, Eustrattus, and many others. 
In recent times Prokopovitch (1772), Zoernicav (1774, 2 vols.). 

J. G. Pitzipios : L'EgL orientate, sa separation et sa reunion avec celle de 

Borne. Rome, 1855. U Orient. Les reformes de V empire byzantm. 
Paris, 1858. 

A- N. Mottravieff (Russ.) : Question religieuse d' Orient et $ Occident. 
Moscow, 1856. 

Gtjettere : Lapapaute schismaMgue. Par. 1863. 

A PlCHi/ER : Gesch. d. Mrchlichen Trennung zmschen dem Orient und 
Occident von den ersten Anfdngen bis zur jungsten Gegenwart. Mun- 
chen, 1865, 2Bde. The author was a Roman Catholic (Ptivatdocent 
der Theol. in Munchen) when he wrote this work, but blamed the 
West fully as much as the East for the schism, and afterwards joined 
the Greek church in Russia. 

Andronicos Dimitragopulos : ’Icropca tov cxiaparog . Lips. 1867. Also 
his BtpTuotHjio] £kk2j/o. Lips. 1866. 

Theodorus Lascaris junior: De Processions Spiritus S. OratioApo - 
logetica. London and Jena, 1875. 

1L On the Latin (Roman Catholic) side: 

Ratbamnus ( Contra Grcecorum Opposita ) ; Anselm of Canterbury 
(. De Proeessione Spiritus S. 1098); Petrus CHBYSOLANUS (1112); 
Thomas Aqttinas (d. 1274), etc. 
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Leo Allatius (Allacei, a Greek of Chios, but converted to the Roman 
Church and guardian of the Vatican library, d. 1669) : De ecclesice 
Occident L atque orient* perpetua consensione . Cologne, 1648, 4to. ; new 
ed. 1666 and 1694. Also his Grceda orthodoxa, 1609, 2 vols., new 
ed. by Lammer, Freib. i. B. 1864 sq. ; and his special tracts on Pur- 
gatory (Rom. 1655), and on the Procession of the Holy Spirit 
(Rom. 1658). 

Maimburg : j EM. du schisme des Ghees. Paris, 1677, 4to. 

Steph. de AlLTIMUEA (Mich, le Quien) : Panoplia contra srhivna 
Graecorum. Par. 1738, 4to. 

Michael le Quien (d. 1738): (Mens Christiana. Par. 1740, 3 
vols. foL 

Abbe J ages. : Histoire de Photius daprbs les monuments originausf 2nd 
ed. Par. 1845. 

Luigi Tosti: Storia delPorigine deUo scisma greco . Firenze 1856. 

2 vols. 

H. Lammer : Papst Nikolaus I und die hyzantinisclie Staatshirche seiner 
Zeit. Berlin, 1857. 

Ad. d’Avril : Documents relaMfs aux tglises de V Orient , conszderte dans 
leur rapports avec le saint-sitge de Rome. Paris, 1862. 

Karl Werner : Geschichte der apol. und polemiscken IMeraiur. Schaff- 
hausen, 1864, voL HI. 3 ff. 

J. Hergenrother (Prof of Church History in Wurzburg, now Cardi- 
nal in Rome) : Photius , Patriarch von Constantinopd. Rein Leben, 
seine Schrifien und das griechische Schisma . Regensburg, 1867-1869, 

3 vols. 

C. Jos. VON Hefele (Bishop of Rottenburg) : Conciliengeschichte. Frei- 
burg i. B., vols. IV., V., VI., VII. (revised ed. 1879 sqq.) 

in. Protestant writers: 

J. G. WALCH (Luth. ) : Historia controversies Graecorum Latinorurngue de 
Processione Sp . S. Jena, 1751. 

Gibbon: Decline and Fall , etc., Ch. LX. He views the schism as one 
of the causes which precipitated the decline and fall of the Roman 
empire in the East by alienating its most useful allies and strength- 
ening its most dangerous enemies. 

John Mason Neale (Anglican) : A History of the Holy Eastern Church. 
Lond. 1850. Introd. vol. II. 1093-1169. 

Edmund S. Foulees (Anglic.) : An Historical Account of the Addition 
of the word Filioque to the Creed of the West . Lond. 1867. 

W. Gass: Symbolic der griechischen Mrche. Berlin, 1872. 

H. B. Swete (Anglic.) : Early History of the Doctrine of the Holy Spirit, 
Cambr. 1873 ; and History of the Doctrine of the Procession of the Holy 
Spirit fr<m the Apost. Age to the Death of Charlemagne. Cambr. 1876. 
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IV. Old Catholic Writers (irenical) : 

JOSEPH Langen : Die Frinitarische Lehrdifferenz zwischen der abendlandi- 
schen und der morgenlandisehen Kirche. Bonn, 1876. 

The Proceedings of the second Old Catholic Union-Conference in Bonn, 
1875, ed. in German by Heinrich Reusch ; English ed. with intro- 
duction by Canon Liddon (Lond. 1876) ; Amer. ed. transl. by Dr. 
Samuel Buel, with introduction by Dr. R. Nevxn (N. Y. 1876). 
The union-theses of Bonn are given in Schaff : Greeds of Christen- 
dom, voL IL, 545-550. 

§ 68. The Consensus and Dissensus between die Greek and Latin 

Churches. 

No two churches in the world are at this day so much alike, 
and yet so averse to each other as the Oriental or Greek, and the 
Occidental or Roman. They hold, as an inheritance from the 
patristie age, essentially the same body of doctrine, the same 
canons of discipline, the same form of worship ; and yet their 
antagonism seems irreconcilable. The very affinity breeds 
jealousy and friction. They are equally exclusive : the Oriental 
Church claims exclusive orthodoxy , and looks upon Western 
Christendom as heretical ; the Roman Church claims exclusive 
catholicity, and considers all other churches as heretical or schis- 
matical sects. The one is proud of her creed, the other of her 
dominion. In all the points of controversy between Romanism 
and Protestantism the Greek Church is much nearer the Roman, 
and yet there is no more prospect of a union between them than 
of a union between Rome and Geneva, or Moscow and Oxford. 
The Pope and the Czar are the two most powerful rival-despots 
in Christendom. Where the two churches meet in closest prox- 
imity, over the traditional spots of the birth and tomb of our 
Saviour, at Bethlehem and Jerusalem, they hate each other most 
bitterly, and their ignorant and bigoted monks have to be kept 
from violent collision by Mohammedan soldiers. 

I. Let us first briefly glance at the consensus. 

Both churches own the Nicene creed (with the exception of 
the FMoque), and all the doctrinal decrees of the seven cecu- 
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metrical Synods from A. D. 325 to 787, including the "worship 
of images. 

They agree moreover in most of the post-oecumenical or 
mediaeval doctrines against which the evangelical Reformation 
protested, namely : the authority of ecclesiastical tradition as a 
joint role of faith with the holy Scriptures ; the worship of the 
Virgin Mary, of the saints, their pictures (not statues), and 
relics; justification by faith and good works, as joint conditions; 
the merit of good works, especially voluntary celibacy and 
poverty ; the seven sacraments or mysteries (with minor differ- 
ences as to confirmation, and extreme unction or ckrisma) ; bap- 
tismal regeneration and the necessity of water-baptism for salva- 
tion; transubstantiation and the consequent adoration of the 
sacramental elements ; the sacrifice of the mass for the living and 
the dead, with prayers for the dead; priestly absolution by 
divine authority ; three orders of the ministry, and the necessity 
of an episcopal hierarchy up to the patriarchal dignity; and a 
vast number of religious rites and ceremonies. 

In the doctrine of purgatory, the Greek Church is less 
explicit, yet agrees with the Roman in assuming a middle state 
of purification, and the efficacy of prayers and masses for the 
departed. The dogma of transubstantiation, too, is not so clearly 
formulated in the Greek creed as in the Roman, but the differ- 
ence is very small. As to the Holy Scriptures, the Greek 
Church has never prohibited the popular use, and the Russian 
Church even favors the free circulation of her authorized ver- 
nacular version. But the traditions of the Greek Church are 
as strong a barrier against the exercise of private judgment and 
exegetical progress as those of Rome. 

U. The dissensus of the two churches covers the following 
points: 

1. The procession of the Holy Spirit : the East teaching the 
angle procession from the Father only, the West (since 
Augustin), the double procession from the Father and the 
Son ( FUiogue ). 
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2. The universal authority and infallibility of the pope, 
which is asserted by the Roman, denied by the Greek Church. 
The former is a papal monarchy, the latter a patriarchal 
oligarchy. There are, according to the Greek theory, five 
patriarchs of equal rights, the pope of Rome, the patriarchs 
of Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. They 
were sometimes compared to the five senses in the body. To 
them was afterwards added the patriarch of Moscow for the 
Russian church (which is now governed by the “Holy 
Synod ”). To the bishop of Rome was formerly conceded a 
primacy of honor, but this primacy passed with the seat of 
empire to the patriarch of Constantinople, who therefore signed 
himself “Archbishop of New Rome and (Ecumenical Patri- 
arch.” 1 

3. The immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary, pro- 
claimed as a dogma by the pope in 1854, disowned by the East, 
which, however, in the practice of Mariolatiy fully equals the 
West. 

4. The marriage of the lower clergy, allowed by the Eastern, 
forbidden by the Roman Church (yet conceded by the pope to 
the United Greeks). 

5. The withdrawal of the cup from the laity. In the Greek 
Church the laymen receive the consecrated bread dipped in the 
wine and administered with a golden spoon. 

6. A number of minor ceremonies peculiar to the Eastern 
Church, such as trine immersion in baptism, the use of leavened 
bread in the eucharist, infant-communion, the repetition of the 
holy unction (rd eifaikov) in sickness. 

Notwithstanding these , differences the Roman Church has 
always been obliged to recognize the Greek Church as essentially 
orthodox, though schismatic. And, certainly, the differences 
are insignificant as compared with the agreement. The sep- 
aration and antagonism must therefore be explained fully as 
much and more from an alienation of spirit and change of 
condition. 

1 See die passages in Gieseler II. 227 sq. 
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NOTE ON THE EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH. 

For the sake of brevity the usual terminology is employed in this 
chapter, but the proper name of the Greek Church is the Holy 
Oriental Orthodox Apostolic Church. The terms mostly in use 
in that church are Orthodox and Oriental (Eastern). The term Greek is 
used in Turkey only of the Greeks proper (the Hellens) ; but the great 
majority of Oriental Christians in Turkey and Russia belong to the 
Slavonic race. The Greek is the original and classical language of the 
Oriental Church, in which the most important works are written ; but it 
has been practically superseded in Asiatic Turkey by the Arabic, in 
Russia and European Turkey by the Slavonic. 

The Oriental or Orthodox Church now embraces three distinct divi- 
sions: 

1. The Orthodox Church in Turkey (European Turkey and the Greek 
islands, Asia Minor, Syria and Palestine) under the patriarchs of Con- 
stantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem. 

2. The state church of Russia, formerly under the patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, then under the patriarch of Moscow, since 1725 under the 
Holy Synod of St. Petersburg and the headship of the Czar. This is by 
far the largest and most important branch. 

3. The church of the kingdom of Greece under the Holy Synod of 
Greece (since 1833). 

There are also Greek Christians in Egypt, the Sinaitic Peninsula (the 
monks of the Convent of St. Catharine), the islands of the iEgean Sea, in 
Malta, Servia, Austria, etc. 

Distinct from the Orthodox Church are the Oriental Schismatics, the 
Nestorians, Armenians, Jacobites, Copts , and Abyssinians , who separated 
from the former on the ground of the christological controversies. The 
Maronites of Mount Lebanon were originally also schismatics, but sub- 
mitted to the pope during the Crusades. 

The United Greeks acknowledge the supremacy of the pope, but retain 
certain peculiarities of the Oriental Church, as the marriage of the lower 
clergy, the native language in worship. They are found in lower Italy, 
Austria, Russia* and Poland. 

The Bulgarians, who likewise call themselves orthodox, and who by the 
treaty of Berlin in 1878 have been formed into a distinct principality, 
occupy an independent position between the Greek and the Roman 
Churches. 

§ 69. The Causes of Separation- 

Church history, like the world’s history, moves with the sun 
from East to West. In the first six centuries the Eastern or 
Greek church represented the main current of life and progress. 
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In the middle ages the Latin church chiefly assumed the task of 
christianizing and civilizing the new races which came upon the 
stage. The Greek church has had no Middle Ages in the usual 
sense, and therefore no Reformation. She planted Christianity 
among the Slavonic races, but they were isolated from the 
progress of European history, and have not materially affected 
either the doctrine or polity or eultus of the church. Their 
conversion was an external expansion, not an internal develop- 
ment. 

The Greek and Latin churches were never organically united 
under one government, but differed considerably from the begin- 
ning in nationality, language, and various ceremonies. These 
differences, however, did not interfere with the general harmony 
of faith and Christian life, nor prevent cooperation against com- 
mon foes. As long and as far as the genuine spirit of Chris- 
tianity directed them, the diversity was an element of strength to 
the common cause. 

The principal sees of the East were directly founded by the 
apostles — with the exception of Constantinople — and had even a 
clearer title to apostolic succession and inheritance than Rome. 
The Greek church took the lead in theology down to the sixth 
or seventh century, and the Latin gratefully learned from her 
All the oecumenical Councils were held on the soil of the Byzan- 
tine empire in or near Constantinople, and carried on in the 
Greek language. He great doctrinal controversies on the holj 
Trinity and Christology were fought out in the East, yet not 
without the powerful aid of the more steady and practical "West. 
Athanasius, when an exile from Alexandria, found refuge and 
support in the bishop of Rome. Jerome, the most learned of 
the Latin fathers and a friend of Pope Damasus, was a connect- 
ing link between the East and the West, and concluded his 
labors in Bethlehem. Pope Leo I. was the theological master- 
spirit who controlled the council of Chalcedon, and shaped the 
orthodox formula concerning the two natures in the one person 
of Christ. Yet this very pope strongly protested against the 



2 69. THE CAUSES OF SEPARATION. 


311 


action of tire Connell which, in conformity with a canon of the 
second oecumenical Council, put him on a par with the new 
bishop of Constantinople. 

And here we approach the secret of the ultimate separation 
and incurable antagonism of the churches. It is due chiefly to 
three causes. The first cause is the politico-ecclesiastical rivalry 
of the patriarch of Constantinople backed by the Byzantine em- 
pire, and the bishop of Rome in connection with the new Ger- 
man empire. The second cause is the growing centralization 
and overbearing conduct of the Latin church in and through the 
papacy. The third cause is the stationary character of the Greek 
and the progressive character of the Latin church during the 
middle ages. The Greek church boasts of the imaginary per- 
fection of her creed. She still produced considerable scholars 
and divines, as Maximus, John of Damascus, Photius, CEcu- 
menius, and Theophylact, but they mostly confined themselves 
to the work of epitomizing and systematizing the traditional 
theology of the Greek fathers, and produced no new ideas, as if 
all wisdom began and ended with the old oecumenical Councils. 
She took no interest in the important anthropological and soteri- 
ological controversies which agitated the Latin church in the age 
of St. Augustin, and she continued to occupy the indefinite posi- 
tion of the first centuries on the doctrines of sin and grace. On 
the other hand she was much distracted and weakened by barren 
metaphysical controversies on the abstrusest questions of theology 
and christology ; and these quarrels facilitated the rapid progress 
of Isl&m, which conquered the lands of the Bible and pressed hard 
on Constantinople. When the Greek church became stationary, 
the Latin church began to develop her greatest energy; she be- 
came the fruitful mother of new and vigorous nations of the 
North and West of Europe, produced scholastic and mystic theo- 
logy and a new order of civilization, built magnificent cathedrals, 
discovered a new Continent, invented the art of printing, and 
with the revival of learning prepared the way for a new era in 
the history of the world. Thus the Latin daughter outgrew the 
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Greek mother, and is numerically twice as strong, without count- 
ing the Protestant secession. At the same time the Eastern 
church still may look forward to a new future among the 
Slavonic races which she has christianized. What she needs is 
a revival of the spirit and power of primitive Christianity. 

When once the two churches were alienated in spirit and en- 
gaged in an unchristian race for supremacy, all the little doctri- 
nal and rit uali stic differences which had existed long before, 
assumed an undue weight, and were branded as heresies and 
crimes. The bishop of Borne sees in the Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople an ecclesiastical upstart who owed his power to political 
influence, not to apostolic origin. The Eastern patriarchs look 
upon the Pope as an anti-christian usurper and as the first Pro- 
testant. They stigmatize the papal supremacy as cc the chief 
heresy of the latter days, which flourishes now as its predecessor, 
Arianism, flourished in former days, and which like it, will in 
like manner be cast down and vanish away” 1 

§ 70. The Patriarch and the Pope. Photius and Nicolas . 

Comp, g 61 (p. 278), the Lit in g 67 (p. 304), especially the letters of 
Photius and Nicolas. 

Hebgenrotheb. : Photius (Regensb. 1867-69, vol. L 373 sqq. ; 505 sqq.; 
and the second vol.), and his Monumenta Grceea ad Ph&tium ej us- 
que historiam pertinentia (Ratisb. 1869, 181 pages). Milmast: 
Hist of Latin Christianity , Bk.V. Ch. IV. Hefeee IV. 22 4 sqq.; 
384 sqq. ; 436 sqq. The chief documents are also given by Gieselee 
H. 213 sqq. (Am. ed.) 

The doctrinal difference on the procession of the Holy Spirit 
will be considered in the chapter on the Theological Con- 
troversies. Although it existed before the schism, it assumed 
a practical importance only in connection with the broader 
ecclesiastical and political conflict between the patriarch and 
the pope, between Constantinople and Borne. 

The first serious outbreak of this conflict took place after the 
middle of the ninth century, when Photius and Nicolas, two 

1 EncycL Epistle of the Eastern Patriarchs, 1844, g 5. 
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of the ablest representatives of the rival churches, came into 
collision. Photius is one of the greatest of patriarchs, as 
Nicolas is one of the greatest of popes. The former was super- 
ior in learning, the latter in statesmanship ; while in moral inte- 
grity, official pride and obstinacy both were fairly matched, except 
that the papal ambition towered above the patriarchal dignity. 
Photius would tolerate no superior, Nicolas no equal ; the one 
stood on the Council of Chalcedon, the other on Pseudo-Isidor. 

The contest between them was at first personal. The deposi- 
tion of Ignatius as patriarch of Constantinople, for rebuking 
the immorality of Caesar Bardas, and the election of Photius, 
then a mere layman, in his place (858), were arbitrary and 
uncanonical acts which created a temporary schism in the East, 
and prepared the way for a permanent schism between the East 
and the West. Nicolas, being appealed to as mediator by both 
parties (first by Photius), assumed the haughty air of supreme 
judge on the basis of the Pseudo-Isidorian Decretals, but 
was at first deceived by his own legates. The controversy was 
complicated by the Bulgarian quarrel. King Bogoris had been 
converted to Christianity by missionaries from Constantinople 
(861), but soon after applied to Rome for teachers, and the pope 
eagerly seized this opportunity to extend his jurisdiction (866). 

Nicolas, in a Roman Synod (863), decided in favor of the 
innocent Ignatius, and pronounced sentence of deposition against 
Photius with a threat of excommunication in case of disobe- 
dience. 1 Photius, enraged by this conduct and the Bulgarian 

1 The Synod, claiming to be the infallible organ of the Holy Spirit, com- 
pared Photins with a robber and adulterer for obtruding himself into the see of 
Constantinople during the lifetime of Ignatius, deprived him of all priestly 
honors and functions “ by authority of Almighty God, St Peter and St Paul, 
the princes of the apostles, of all saints, of the six [why not seven ?] oecumeni- 
cal councils, as also by the judgment of the Holy Ghost,” and threatened him 
and all his adherents with the anathema and exco m munication from the 
encharist till the moment of death, "that no one may dare hereafter from the 
state of the laity to break into the camp of the Lord, as has often been the 
case in the church of Constantinople.” See on this Synod Hergenrother, Phot. 
L 519 sqq., and Hefele IV. 269 sqq. 
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interference, held a counter-synod, and deposed in turn the 
successor of St. Peter (867). In his famous Encyclical Letter 
of invitation to the Eastern patriarchs, he charged the whole 
Western church with heresy and schism for interfering with 
the jurisdiction over the Bulgarians, for fasting on Saturday, 
for abridging the time of Lent by a week, for taking milk- 
food (milk, cheese, and butter) during the quadragesimal fast, 
for enforcing clerical celibacy, and despising priests who lived 
in virtuous matrimony, and, most of all, for corrupting the 
Nicene Creed by the insertion of the Mlioque, and thereby 
introducing two principles into the Holy Trinity. 1 

This letter clearly indicates all the doctrinal and ritual 
differences which caused and perpetuated the schism to this day. 
The subsequent history is only a renewal of the same charges 
aggravated by the misfortunes of the Greek church, and the 
arrogance and intolerance of old Borne. 

Photius fell with the murder of his imperial patron, Michael 
TIT. (Sept. 23, 867). He was imprisoned in a convent, and 
deprived of society, even of books. He bore his misfortune 
with great dignity, and nearly all the Greek bishops remained 
fait hful to him. Ignatius was restored after ten years of exile 
by the emperor Basil, the Macedonian (867-886), and entered 
into communication with Pope Hadrian H. (Dec. 867). He 
convened a general council in the church of St. Sophia (October, 
869), which is numbered by the Latins as the Eighth (Ecumeni- 
cal Council. The pontifical legates presided and presented a 
formula of union which every bishop was required to sign 
before taking part in the proceedings, and which contained an 
anathema against all heresies, and against Photius and his 
adherents. But the council was poorly attended (the number 
of bishops being at first only eighteen). Photius was forced to 
appear in the fifth session (Oct. 20), hut on being questioned 

1 See the Encydica ad Patriarchas Orientates in the original Greek in Photins, 
Opera II. 722-742 (ecL Migne), also in Gieseler IL 216 sq. Baronins (ad 
ann. 863 no. 34 sq.) gives it in Latin. 
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he either kept silence, or answered in the words of Christ before 
Caiaphas and Pilate. In the tenth and last session, attended by 
the emperor and his sons, and one hundred and two bishops, 
the decrees of the pope against Photius and in favor of Ignatius 
were confirmed, and the anathemas against the Monothelites and 
Iconoclasts renewed. The papal delegates signed “ with reser- 
vation of the revision of the pope.” 

But the peace was artificial, and broken up again immediately 
after the Synod by the Bulgarian question, which involved the 
political as well as the ecclesiastical power of Constantinople. 
Ignatius himself was unwilling to surrender that point, and 
refused to obey when the imperious Pope John VIII. com- 
manded, on pain of suspension and excommunication, that 
he should recall all the Greek bishops and priests from Bul- 
garia. But death freed him from further controversy (Oct. 23, 
877). 

Photius was restored to the patriarchal see three days after 
the death of Ignatius, with whom he had been reconciled. He 
convened a council in November, 879, which lasted till March, 
880, and is acknowledged by the Orientals as the Eighth. 
(Ecumenical Council, 1 but denounced by the Latins as the 
Pseudo-Synodus Photiana. It was three times as large as the 
Council of Ignatius, and held with great pomp in St. Sophia 
under the presidency of Photius. It annulled the Council of 
869 as a fraud ; it readopted the Nicene Creed with an anathema 
against the FUioqtie, and all other changes by addition or 
emission, and it closed with a eulogy on the unrivalled virtues 
and learning of Photius. To the Greek acts was afterwards 
added a (pretended) letter of Pope John VUE. to Photius, 
declaring the FUioque to be an addition which is rejected by 
the church of Rome, and a blasphemy which must be abolished 
calmly and by degrees. 2 The papal legates assented to all, and 

1 Strictly speaking, however, the Orthodox Eastern Church counts only 
seven (Ecumenical Councils. 

* The Roman Catholic historians regard this letter as a Greek fraud. u Ick 
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so deceived their master by false acconnts of the surrender of 
Bulgaria that he thanked the emperor for the service he had 
done to the Church by this synod. 

But when the pope’s eyes were opened, he sent the bishop 
Marinus to Constantinople to declare invalid what the legates 
had done contrary to his instructions. For this Marinus was 
shut up in prison for thirty days. After his return Pope John 
VIII. solemnly pronounced the anathema on Photius, who had 
dared to deceive and degrade the holy see, and had added new 
frauds to the old. Marinus renewed the anathema after he was 
elected pope (882). Photius denied the validity of his election, 
and developed an extraordinary literary activity. 

But after the death of the Emperor Basilius (886), he was 
again deposed by Leo VI., miscalled the Wise or the Philoso- 
pher, to make room for his youngest brother Stephen, at that 
time only sixteen years of age. Photius spent the last five 
years of his life in a cloister, and died 891. For learning, 
energy, position, and influence, he is one of the most remarkable 
men in the history of Eastern Christianity. He formulated the 
doctrinal basis of the schism, checked the papal despotism, and 
secured the independence of the Greek church. He announced 
in an Encyclical of 866 : “ God be praised for all time to come ! 
The Russians have received a bishop, and show a lively zeal 
for Christian worship.” Roman writers have declared this to 
be a lie, but history has proved it to be an anticipation of an 
important fact, the conversion of a new nation which was to 
become the chief support of the Eastern church, and the most 
formidable rival of the papacy. 

Greek and Roman historians are apt to trace the guilt of the 
schism exclusively to one party, and to charge the other with 
unholy ambition and intrigue ; but we must acknowledge on 

ham nicht glaubm,” says Hefele (IV. 482), “ dost je tin Paipzl seine Striking so 
tehr vergessen hdbe, vie es Johann 71. TL gethan haben mus ste, wen n dieter Brief 
aeht more- Es itt in demsdben aueh keinc Spur des PapaUbemustsems, viebnehr 
i*t die Superioritat des Photius fast amdrUetHeh anerhamtP 
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the one hand the righteous zeal of Nicolas for the cause of the 
injured Ignatius, and on the other the many virtues of Photius 
tried in misfortune, as well as his brilliant learning in theology, 
philology, philosophy, and history ; while we deplore and de- 
nounce the schism as a sin and disgrace of both churches. 

NOTES. 

The accounts of the Roman Catholic historians, even the best, are 
colored by sectarianism, and must be accepted with caution. Cardinal 
Hergenrother (Kirchengesch. I. 684) calls the Council of 879 a u Pho- 
tianische Pseudo-Synodef and its acts tl ein dcht byzantinisches Machwerk 
ganz vom Geiste des verschmitzten Photius durchdrungen” Bishop Hefele, 
in the revised edition of his Conciliengesch. (IV. 464 sqq.), treats this 
Aftersynode , as he calls it, no better. Both follow in the track of their 
old teacher, Dr. Dollinger who, in his History of the Church (translated 
by Dr. Edward Cox, London 1841, voL III. p. 100), more than forty 
years ago, described this Synod “ in all its parts as a worthy sister of the 
Council of Robbers of the year 449; with this difference, that in the 
earlier Synod violence and tyranny, in the later artifice, fraud, and false- 
hood were employed by wicked men to work out their wicked designs.” 
But when in 1870 the Vatican Council sanctioned the historical false- 
hood of papal infallibility, Dollinger, once the ablest advocate of Ro- 
manism in Germany, protested against Rome and was excommunicated. 
Whatever the Latins may say against the Synod of Photius, the Latin 
Synod of 869 was not a whit better, and Rome understood the arts of 
intrigue fully as well as Constantinople. The whole controversy be- 
tween the Greek and the Roman churches is one of the most humiliating 
chapters in the history of Christianity, and both must humbly confess 
their share of sin and guilt before a reconciliation can take place. 

§ 71. Progress and Completion of the Schism . Cerularius. 

Hergenrothek : Photius, vol. H3> 658-887; comp, his Kirchengesch. 
vol. I. 688 sq.; 690-694. Hefele: Conciliengesch. IV. 587; 765 
sqq. ; 771, 775 sqq. Gieseleb : IL 221 sqq. 

We shall briefly sketch the progress and consolidation of the 
schism. 

The Difference about Tebragamy . 

The fourth marriage of the emperor Leo the Philosopher 
(886-912), which was forbidden by the laws of the Greek 
church, caused a great schism in the East (905). 1 The Patriarch 

1 Leo himself had forbidden not only tetragamy, but even trigamy. His 
four wives were Theophano, Zoe (his former mistress), Eudokia, and Zoe 
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Nicolas Mysticus solemnly protested and was deposed (906), but 
Pope Sergius III. (904-911), instead of siding with suffering 
virtue as Pope Nicolas had done, sanctioned the fourth mar- 
riage (which was not forbidden in the West) and the deposition 
of the conscientious patriarch. 

Leo on his death-bed restored the deposed patriarch (912). 
A Synod of Constantinople in 920, at which Pope John X. was 
represented, declared a fourth marriage illegal, and made no 
concessions to Pome. The Emperor Constantine, Leo’s son, 
prohibited a fourth marriage by an edict; thereby casting a 
tacit imputation on his own birth. The Greek church regards 
marriage as a sacrament, and a necessary means for the propa- 
gation of the race, but a second marriage is prohibited to the 
clergy, a third marriage is tolerated in laymen as a sort of legal 
concubinage, and a fourth is condemned as a sin and a scandal. 
The pope acquiesced, and the schism slumbered during the dark 
tenth century. The venal Pope John XIX. (1024) was ready 
for an enormous sum to renounce all the claim of superiority 
over the Eastern patriarchs, but was forced to break off the 
negotiations when his treasonable plan was discovered. 

Cerularius and Leo IX. 

Michael Cerularius (or Cserularius), 1 who was patriarch from 
1043 to 1059, renewed and completed the schism. Heretofore 
the mutual anathemas were hurled only against the contending 
heads and their parly ; now the churches excommunicated each 
other. The Emperor Constantinus Monachus courted the 
friendship of the pope for political reasons, but his patriarch 
checkmated him. Cerularius, in connection with the learned 
Bulgarian metropolitan Leo of Achrida, addressed in 1053 a 
letter to John, bishop of Trani, in Apulia (then subject to the 
Eastern rule), and through him to all the bishops of France 

Karbonopeyne, who in 905 bore him a son, Constantine Porphyrogenitus (or 
Porphyrogennetos, d. 959). See Hergenrother, Phot. III. 656 aq. 

1 TSitpov^&ptoc, probably from the Latin cerula (aipioXos), ccriolarivm, a cande- 
labrum for wax-tapers. 
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and to the pope himself, charging the churches of the West 
that, foU owing the practice of the Jews, and contrary to the 
usage of Christ, they employ in the eueharist unleavened 
bread; that they fast on Saturday in Lent; that they eat 
blood and things strangled in violation of the decree of the 
Council of Jerusalem (Acts, ch. 15) ; and that during the fast 
they do not sing the hallelujah. He invented the new name 
Azymites for the heresy of using unleavened bread (azyma) 
instead of common bread. 1 Nothing was said about the pro- 
cession of the Spirit. This letter is only extant in the Latin 
translation of Cardinal Humbert. 2 

Pope Leo IX. sent three legates under the lead of the im- 
perious Humbert to Constantinople, with counter-charges to the 
effect that Cerularius arrogated to himself the title of u oecu- 
menical ” patriarch; that he wished to subject the patriarchs 
of Alexandria and of Antioch ; that the Greeks rebaptized the 
Latins ; that, like the Nicolaitans, they permitted their priests 
to live in wedlock ; 3 that they neglected to baptize their chil- 
dren before the eighth day after birth ; that, like the Pneuma- 
tomachi or Theomachi, they cut out of the symbol the Proces- 


i Azyma is from afrfioc, unleavened leaven) ; lienee tj iopry rov atypw 
(aprejv), ike feast of unleavened bread (the passover), during which the Jews were 
to eat unleavened bread. The Greeks insist that our Lord in instituting the 
eueharist after the passover-meal used true, nourishing bread [aprog from atp®), 
as the sign of the new dispensation of joy and gladness ; while the lifeless, un- 
leavened bread (afr/iov) belongs to the Jewish dispensation. The Latina 
argued that hprog means unleavened as well as leavened bread, and that Christ 
during the feast of the passover could not get any other bat unleavened bread. 
They called the Greeks in tarn Fermentarei in opposition to Azymitce. See Nice- 
tas Stethatus (a cotemporary of Cerularius) : JDe Fermentato et Azymis, publ. 
in Greek by Dimitracopulos, lips. 1866 (B ifttuoft. hu&. L 18-36), and in Greek 
and Latin by Hergenrother, in Mmvmenta Grceca, etc., p* 139-154. Comp, 
also the Dissertation concerning Azyities in Neale’s Eastern Church, Introd. H. 
1051 sqq. ; J. G. Hermann, Hist, concertationis de pane assymo et fermentato m 
ccena Domini, lips. 1737 ; and Hergenrother, Photius HI. 739 sqq. 

* Baronins Annal. ad ann. 1053 no. 22; and Gieseler H- 222 sq. 

* a Swut Nicolaitce camales mptias concedunt et defendant men atom* mini** 
trisl* On the other hand, Photius and the Greeks traced to the clerical celibacy 
the feet that the West had “so many children who knew not their fethexs.*’ 
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sion of the Spirit from the Son. 1 The legates were lodged in 
the imperial palace, but Cerularius avoided all intercourse with 
them. Finally, on the 16th of July, 1054, they excommuni- 
cated the patriarch and all those who should persistently censure 
the faith of the church of Rome or its mode of offering the 
holy sacrifice. They placed the writ on the altar of the church 
of Hagia Sophia with the words : “ Videat Deus etjudicet.” 

Cerularius, supported by his clergy and the people, imme- 
diately answered by a synodical counter-anathema on the papal 
legates, and accused them of fraud. In a letter to Peter, the 
patriarch of Antioch (who at first acted the part of a mediator), 
he charged Rome with other scandals, namely, that two brothers 
were allowed to espouse two sisters; that bishops wore rings 
and engaged in warfare; that baptism was administered by a 
single immersion ; that salt was put in the mouth of the bap- 
tized; that the images and relics of saints were not honored; 
and that Gregory the Theologian, Basil, and Chrysostom were 
not numbered among the saints. The Filioque was also men- 
tioned. 2 

The charge of the martial spirit of the bishops was well 
founded in that semi-barbarous age. Cerularius was all-power- 
ful for several years ; he dethroned one emperor and crowned 
another, but died in exile (1059). 

The patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem ad- 
hered to the see of Constantinople. Thus the schism between 
the Christian East and "West was completed. The number of 
episcopal sees at that time was nearly equal on both sides, but 
in the course of years the Latin church far outgrew the East. 

The Latin Empire in the East. 1204-1261. 

During the Crusades the schism was deepened by the brutal 
atrocities of the French and Venetian soldiers in the pillage of 
Constantinople (1204), the establishment of a Latin empire, 

1 See a fall i6som6 of Humbert’s arguments in Hergenrother, TTT. 741-756. 

1 See the documents in Gieseler IL 225 sqq. 
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and the appointment by the pope of Latin bishops in Greek 
sees. Although this artificial empire lasted only half a century 
(1 204—1261), it left a legacy of burning hatred in the memories 
of horrible desecrations and innumerable insults and outrages, 
which the East had to endure from the Western barbarians! 
Churches and monasteries were robbed and desecrated, the 
Greek service mocked, the clergy persecuted, and every law of 
decency set at defiance. In Constantinople “a prostitute was 
seated on the throne of the patriarch; and that daughter of 
Belial, as she is styled, sung and danced in the church to 
ridicule the hymns and processions of the Orientals.” Even 
Pope Innocent III. accuses the pilgrims that they spared in 
their lust neither age nor sex, nor religious profession, and that 
they committed fornication, adultery, and incest in open day (in 
oculis omnium ), “ abandoning matrons and virgins dedicated to 
God to the lewdness of grooms.” And yet this great pope in- 
sulted the Eastern church by the establishment of a Latin hier- 
archy on the ruins of the Byzantine empire. 3 

§ 72. Fruitless Attempts at Beunion. 

The Greek emperors, hard pressed by the terrible Turks, who 

1 Cardinal Hergenrother (Kirchengesch. 1. 903} admits that it was largely (he 
ought to say, chiefly) through the guilt of the Latin conquerors (“ grossentheils 
durch Schuld der lateznischen Eroberer”) that “ the hatred of the Greeks at the 
conquest of Constantinople, 1204, assumed gigantic dimensions.” 

2 See Gibbon’s graphic description (in ch. lx.) of the horrors of the sack of 
Constantinople, gathered from the concurrent accounts of the French marshall 
Yillehardouin (who does not betray a symptom of pity or remorse) and the 
Byzantine senator Nicetas (one of the sufferers). On the barbarities pre- 
viously committed at Thessalonica by the Normans in 1186, see Eustathius 
Be capta Thessalonica (ed. Bonn® 1842, quoted by Gieseler II. 609) ; on the 
barbarities in the island of Cyprus after its delivery by Bichard to Guy, king 
of Jerusalem, in 1192, see the anonymous account in Allatios, Be ecdes . Occi- 
dent. et orient . perpet . consens. 1. II. c. XIII. 693 sq. Leo Allatius was a Greek 
convert to the Roman church, and found no fruit with these cruelties against 
the church of his fathers ; on the contrary he says • “ Opus erat, effrcenes pro- 
priceque fidei rebeUes et veritatis oppugnatores non erilio, sed ferro et igne in 
scmiorem mentem reducere. Ebsretid proscribendi sunt, externdnandi sunt, puniendi 
sunt et pertinaces ocddmdi , crmandL Ita leges sandwnt , ita obsermvit antiquitas, 
nee alius mos est recentioris ecdesiae turn Graeccs turn Latinos' 9 



322 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


threatened to overthrow their throne, sought from time to tim« 
by negotiations with the pope to secure the powerful aid of the 
West. But all the projects of reunion split on the rock of papal 
absolutism and Greek obstinacy. 

The Council of Lyons. A. D. 1274. 1 

Michael Paiaeologus (1260-1282), who expelled the Latins 
from Constantinople (July 25, 1261), restored the Greek 
patriarchate, but entered into negotiations with Pope Urban 
IV. to avert the danger of a new crusade for the reconquest 
of Constantinople. A general council (the 14th of the Latins) 
was held at Lyons in 1273 and 1274 with great solemnity and 
splendor for the purpose of effecting a reunion. Five hundred 
Latin bishops, seventy abbots, and about a thousand other 
ecclesiastics were present, together with ambassadors from 
England, France, Germany, and other countries. Paiaeologus 
sent a large embassy, but only three were saved from ship- 
wreck, Germanus, ex-patriarch of Constantinople, Theophanes, 
metropolitan of Nieaea, and the chancellor of the empire. The 
pope opened the Synod (May 7, 1274) by the celebration of 
high mass, and declared the threefold object of the Synod to 
be: help for Jerusalem, union with the Greeks, and reform of 
the church. Bonaventura preached the sermon. Thomas 
Aquinas, the prince of schoolmen, who had defended the T<a.ti» 
doctrine of the double procession, 2 was to attend, but had died 
on the journey to Lyons (March 7, 1274), in his 49th year. 
The imperial delegates were treated with marked courtesy, 
abjured the schism, submitted to the pope and accepted the 
distinctive tenets of the Roman church. 

But the Eastern patriarchs were not represented, the people 
of Constantinople abhorred the union with Rome, and the 
death of the despotic Michael Paiaeologus (1282) was also the 

1 See a Ml account of it in the sixth volume of Hefele’s ChncSiengetcJucJUe, 
p. 103-147. 

* la his book Contra errores Qrcecorum. 
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death of the Latin parly, and the formal revocation of the act 
of snbmission to the pope. 

The Council at Ferrara — Florence. A. d. 1438-1439. 1 

Another attempt at reunion was made by John VII. Palseo- 
logus in the Council of Ferrara, which was convened by Pope 
Eugenius IV. in opposition to the reformatoxy Council of Basle. 
It was afterwards transferred to Florence on account of the 
plague. It was attended by the emperor, the patriarch of 
Constantinople, and twenly-one Eastern prelates, among them 
the learned Bessarion of Nicsea, Mark of Ephesus, Dionysius 
of Sardis, Isidor of Kieff. The chief points of controversy 
were discussed : the procession of the Spirit, purgatory, the use 
of unleavened bread, and the supremacy of the pope. 2 Bes- 
sarion became a convert to the Western doctrine, and was 
rewarded by a cardinal’s hat. He was twice near being elected 
pope (d. 1472). The decree of the council, published July 6, 
1439, embodies his views, and was a complete surrender to the 
pope with scarcely a saving clause for the canonical rights and 
privileges of the Eastern patriarchs. The Greek formula on 
the procession, ex Patre per Filium, was declared to be identical 
with the Latin FUioque; the pope was acknowledged not only 
as the successor of Peter and Vicar of Christ, but also as u the 
head of the whole church and father and teacher of all Chris- 
tians,” but with variations in the Greek texts. 3 The document 
of reunion was signed by the pope, the emperor, many arch- 
bishops and bishops, the representatives of all the Eastern 

1 See Cecconi (B. C.), Studi storici sal ConcUio di Firenze (Florence 1869); 
Hefele (B. C.), GmcOiengmk. voL VIL Pt. TL (1874), p. 65&-761 ; B. Popoft 
(Gr.), History of the Comal of Florence, translated from, the Human, ed. by J. 
M. Neale (Lend. 1861) ; Frommann (Prot.), Frit. BeUrage sur Qesch. dtr 
forentin. FSrehenverdnigung (Halle, 1872). 

2 On the subject of purgatory the Greeks disagreed among themselves. The 
doctrine of transubstantiation was conceded, mid therefore not brought under 
discussion. 

2 Hefele (le.p. 741-761) gives the Latin and Greek texts with a critical 
discussion. Frommann and Dollinger charge the decree with falsification. 
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patriarchs except that of Constantinople, who had previously 
died at Florence, but had left as his last sentence a disputed 
submission to the catholic and apostolic church of old Rome. 
For the 'triumph of his cause the pope could easily promise 
material aid to his Eastern ally, to pay the expenses of the 
deputation, to support three hundred soldiers for the protection 
of Constantinople, and to send, if necessary, an army and navy 
for the defense of the emperor against his enemies. 

But when the humiliating terms of the reunion were divulged, 
the East and Russia rose in rebellion against the Latinizers as 
traitors to the orthodox faith ; the compliant patriarchs openly 
recanted, and the new patriarch of Constantinople, Metrophanes, 
now called in derision Metrophonus or Matricide, was forced to 
resign. 

After the Fall of Constantinople. 

The capture of Constantinople by the Mohammedan Turks 
(1453) and the overthrow of the Byzantine empire put an end 
to all political schemes of reunion, but opened the way for papal 
propagandism in the East. The division of the church facili- 
tated that catastrophe which delivered the fairest lands to the 
blasting influence of Isl&m, and keeps it in power to this day, 
although it is slowly waning. The Turk has no objection to 
fights among the despised Christians, provided they only injure 
themselves and do not touch the Koran. He is tolerant from 
intolerance. The Greeks hate the pope and the Filioque as 
much as they hate the false prophet of Mecca ; while the pope 
loves his own power more than the common cause of Ch ristiani ty, 
and would rather see the Sultan rule in the city of Constantine 
than a rival patriarch or the Czar of s chismatic R ussi a. 

During the nineteenth century the schism has been intensified 
by the creation of two new dogmas, — the immaculate conception 
of Mary (1854) and the infallibility of the pope (1870). When 
Pius IX. invited the Eastern patriarchs to attend the Vatican 
Council, they indignantly refused, and renewed their old pro- 
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test against the antichristian usurpation of the papacy and the 
heretical Filioque. They could not submit to the Vatican 
decrees without stultifying their whole history and committing 
moral suicide. Papal absolutism 1 and Eastern stagnation are 
insuperable barriers to the reunion of the divided churches, 
which can only be brought about by great events and by the 
wonder-working power of the Spirit of God. 

1 Or, as the modem Greeks call it, the papolatria of the Latins. 
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MORALS A3JD RELIGION. 

§ 73- Literature. 

i The chief and almost only sources for this chapter are the acts of 
Synods, the lives of saints and missionaries, and the chronicles of 
monasteries. The Acta Sanctorum mix facts and legends in inextri- 
cable confusion. The most important are the biographies of the 
Irish, Scotch, and Anglo-Saxon missionaries, and the letters of 
Boniface. For the history of France during the sixth and seventh 
centuries we have the ERstoria Francorum by Gregory of Tours, 
the Herodotus of France (d. 594), first printed in Paris, 1511, better 
by Ruinart, 1699; best by Giesebrecht (in German), Berlin 1851, 
-9th ed. 1873, 2 vols.,* and Gregorii Histories Epitomata by his con- 
tinuator, Fredegar, a clergyman of Burgundy (d. about 660), ed. 
by Ruinart, Paris 1699, and by Abel (in German), Berlin 1849. For 
the age of Charlemagne we have the Capitularies of the emperor, 
and the historical works of Einhard or Eginard (d. 840). See 
Ouvres completes <E Eginard, rhmies pour la premier efois et traduites 
enfrangais, par A. Teulet, Paris 1840-43, 2 vols. For an estimate 
of these and other writers of our period comp, part of the first, and 
the second vol. of Ad. Ebert's Allgem. Gesch .. der Lit . des Mittelalters 
im Abendlande, Leipz, 1874 and 1880. 

H. Hefele : Gonciliengesch. vols. III. and IV. (from A. D. 560-1073), 
revised ed. 1877 and 1879. 

Meander: Denkwurdigkeiten aus der Geschichte des ckristL Lebens . 
3d ed. Hamburg, 1845, *46, 2 vols. 

Aug. Thierry : Jtecits des temps merovingiens. Paris 1855 (based on 
Gregory of Tours). 

Loebell: Gregor von Tours und seine ZeiL Leipz. 1839, second ed. 
1868. 

Monod : Etudes critiques sur les sources de VMstoire mtrovingienne . 
Paris 1872. 

Lecky: History of European Morals from Augustus to Charlemagne, 
fifth ed. Lond. 1882, 2 vols. (part of the second vol.). 

Brace: Gesta Christi, N. York, third ed. 1883, p. 107 sqq. 

Comp. Guizot (Protest, d. 1874): Mstoire g'm&rale de la civilisation 
326 
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en Europe et en France depute la chute de V empire romainjusqu 1 d, la 
revolution frangaise, Paris 1830; seventh ed. 1860, 5 vols. (one vol. 
on Europe in general). 

Balmez, (a Spanish philosopher and apologist of the Roman church, d. 
1848) : El Protestanttemo comparado con el Catolictemo en sue reladones 
con la civilisacion europea . Barcelona, 1842-44, 4 vols. The same 
in French, German, and English translations. A Roman Catholic 
counterpart to Guizot. 

§ 74. General Character of Mediaeval Morals . 

The middle age of Western Christendom resembles the period 
of the Judges in the history of Israel when “ the highways were 
unoccupied, and the travelers walked through by-ways,” and 
when <c every man did that which was right in his own eyes.” 1 
It was a time of civil and political commotions and upheavings, 
of domestic wars and foreign invasions. Society was in a 
chaotic state and bordering on the brink of anarchy. Might 
was right. It was the golden age of border-ruffians, filibusters, 
pirates and bold adventurers, but also of gallant knights, 
genuine heroes and judges, like Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, and 
Samuel of old. It presents, in striking contrasts, Christian 
virtues and heathen vices, ascetic self-denial and gross sensuality. 
Nor were there wanting idyllic episodes of domestic virtue and 
happiness which call to mind the charming story of Ruth from 
the period of the Judges. 

Upon the whole the people were more religious than moral. 
Piety was often made a substitute or atonement for virtue. 
Belief in the supernatural and miraculous was universal ; 
scepticism and unbelief were almost unknown. Men feared 
purgatory and hell, and made great sacrifices to gain heaven by 
founding churches, convents, and charitable institutions. And 
yet there was a frightful amount of immorality among the 
rulers and the people. In the East the church had to contend 
with the vices of an effete civilization and a corrupt court. In 
Italy, France and Spain the old Roman vices continued and 


1 Comp. Judges 5 : 6; 17: 6. 
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were even invigorated by the infusion of fresh and barbaric 
blood. The history of the Merovingian rulers, as we learn from 
Bishop Gregory of Tours, is a tragedy of murder, adultery, and 
incest, and ends in destruction . 1 

The church was unfavorably affected by the state of sur- 
rounding society, and often drawn into the current of prevailing 
immorality. Yet, upon the whole, she was a powerful barrier 
against vice, and the chief, if not the only promoter of educa- 
tion, virtue and piety in the dark ages. From barbaric and 
semi-barbaric material she had to build up the temple of a 
Christian civilization. She taught the new converts tie Apos- 
tles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments — 
the best popular summaries of faith, piety, and duty. She 
taught them also the occupations of peaceful life. She restrained 
vice and encouraged virtue. The synodical legislation was 
nearly always in the right direction. Great stress was laid on 
prayer and fasting, on acts of hospitality, charity, and benevo- 
lence, and on pilgrimages to sacred places. The rewards of 
heaven entered largely as an inducement for leading a virtuous 
and holy life; but it is far better that people should be good 
from fear of hell and love of heaven, than ruin themselves by 
immorality and vice. 

A vast amount of private virtue and piety is never recorded 
on the pages of history, and is spent in modest retirement. So 
the wild flowers in the woods and on the mountains bloom 
and fade away unseen by human eyes. Every now and then 
incidental allusion is made to unknown saints. Pope Gre- 
gory mentions a certain Servulus in Rome who was a poor 
cripple from childhood, but found rich comfort and peace in 
the Bible, although he could not read himself, and had to ask 
pious friends to read it to him while he was lying on his conch ; 

1 “It would be difficult,” says Gibbon of this period, "to find anywhere more 
vice or less virtue.’’ The judgments of Hallam, Milman, and Leeky are to 
the same effect Compare also the description of Montalembert, quoted above, 
p. 82 si}. 



{74. GENERAL CHARACTER OF MEDLEVAL MORALS. 329 

he never complained, but was full of gratitude and praise; 
when death drew near he requested his friends to sing psalms 
with him ; then stopped suddenly and expired with the words : 
“ Peace, hear ye not the praises of God sounding from heaven ? ” 
This man’s life of patient suffering was not in vain, but a 
benediction to many who came in contact with it “ Those also 
serve who only stand and wait.” 

The moral condition of the middle age varied considerably* 
The migration of nations was most unfavorable to the peaceful 
work of the church. Then came the bright reign of Charle- 
magne with his noble efforts for education and religion, but it 
was soon followed, under his weak successors, by another period 
of darkness which grew worse and worse till a moral reforma- 
tion began in the convent of Cluny, and reached the papal chair 
under the lead of Hildebrand. 

Yet if we judge by the number of saints in the Roman 
Calendar, the seventh century, which is among the.darkest, was 
more pious than any of the preceding and succeeding centuries, 
except the third and fourth (which are enriched by the martyrs). 

NOTES. 

The following is the table of saints in the Roman Calendar (accord- 


ing to Alban Butler’s Lives of the Saints) : saints. 

First Century 53 

Second Century 43 

Third Century....... 139 

Fourth Century 213 

Fifth Century . 130 

Sixth Century 123 

Seventh Century 174 

Eighth Century 78 

Ninth Century 49 

Tenth Century 28 

Eleventh Century 45 

Twelfth Century 54 

Thirteenth Century 49 

Fourteenth Century 27 

Fifteenth Century 17 
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SAINTS. 


Sixteenth Century 24 

Seventeenth Century 15 

Eighteenth Century 20 


In the first centuries the numerous but nameless martyrs of the Nero- 
nian and other persecutions are not separately counted. The Holy 
Innocents, the Seven Sleepers (in the third century), the Forty Martyrs 
of Sebaste (fourth century,) and other groups of martyrs are counted 
only one each. Lecky asserts too confidently that the seventh century 
was the most prolific in saints, and yet the most immoral. It is strange 
that the number of saints should have declined from the seventh century, 
while the church increased, and that the eighteenth century of infidelity 
should have produced five more saints than the seventeenth century. It 
would therefore be very unsafe to make this table the basis for general 
estimates. 

§ 75. Clerical Morals. 

1. Social Position. The clergy stood, during the middle 
ages, at the head of society, and shared with kings and nobles 
the rule of the people. They had the guardianship of the 
souls and consciences of men, and handled the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. They possessed nearly all the learning, 
but it was generally very limited, and confined to a little Latin 
without any Greek. Some priests descended from noble and even 
royal blood, others from slaves who belonged to monasteries. 
They enjoyed many immunities from public burdens, as military 
iuty and taxati on. Charlemagne and his successors granted to 
them all the privileges which the Eastern emperors from the 
time of Constantine had bestowed upon them. They could not 
be sued before a civil court, and had their own episcopal tri- 
bunals. No lay judge could apprehend or punish an ecclesiastic 
without the permission of his bishop. 

They were supported by the income from landed estates, 
cathedral funds, and the annual tithes which were enacted after 
the precedent of the Mosaic law. Pepin, by a decree of 764, 
imposed the payment of tithes upon all the royal possessions. 
Charlemagne extended it to all lands, and made the obligation 
general by a capitulary in 779. He tithes were regarded as 
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the minimum contribution for the maintenance of religion and 
the support of the poor. They were generally paid to the 
bishop, as the administrator of all ecclesiastical goods. Many 
nobles had their own domestic chaplains who depended on their 
lords, and were often employed in degrading offices, as waiting 
at table and attending to horses and hounds. 

2. Morals. The priests were expected to excel in virtue 
as well as in education, and to commend their profession by an 
exemplary life. Upon the whole they were superior to their 
flock, but not unfrequently they disgraced their profession by 
scandalous immorality. According to ancient discipline every 
priest at his ordination was connected with a particular church, 
except missionaries to heathen lands. But many priests defied 
the laws, and led an irregular wandering life as clerical tramps. 
They were forbidden to wear the sword, but many a bishop lost 
his life on the battle field, and even some popes engaged in 
warfare. Drunkenness and licentiousness were common vices. 
Gregory of Tours mentions a bishop named Cautinus who, 
when intoxicated, had to be carried by four men from the table. 
Boniface gives a very unfavorable but partizan account of the 
French and German clergymen who acted independently of 
Rome. The acts of Synods are full of censures and punish- 
ments of clerical sins and vices. They legislated against forni- 
cation, intemperance, avarice, the habits of huntiug, of visiting 
horse-races and theatres, and enjoined even corporal punish- 
ments . 1 

Clerical immorality reached the lowest depth in the tenth and 
eleventh centuries, when Rome was a sink of iniquity, and the 
popes themselves set the worst example. But a new reform 
began with the Hildebrandian popes. 

1 It seems incredible that there should have been an occasion for legislation 
against clergymen keeping honses of prostitution ; and yet the Quinisexta or 
Trullan Synod of 692 enacted the canon: “He who keeps a brothel, if a 
clergyman, shall be deposed and excommunicated; if a layman, excommuni- 
cated.” Hefele UL 341. 
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3. Canonical Life. Chrodegang, bishop of Metz (a. d. 
760), reformed the clergy by introducing, or reviving, after the 
example of St. Augustin, the “canonical” or semi-monastic 
life. The bishop and lower clergymen lived in the same house, 
near the cathedral, ate at the same table, prayed and studied 
together, like a family of monks, only differing from them in 
dress and the right of holding property or receiving fees for 
official services. Such an establishment was called Chapter, 1 
and the members of it were called Canons ? 

The example was imitated in other places. Charlemagne 
made the canonical life obligatory on all bishops as far as pos- 
sible. Many chapters were liberally endowed. But during the 
civil commotions of the Carolingians the canonical life degener- 
ated or was broken up. 

4. Celibacy. In the East the lower clergy were always 
allowed to marry, and only a second marriage is forbidden. In 
the West celibacy was the prescribed rule, but most clergymen 
lived either with lawful wives or with concubines. In Milan 
all the priests and deacons were married in the middle of the 
eleventh century, but to the disgust of the severe moralists of 
the time. 3 Hadrian II. was married before he became pope, 
and had a daughter, who was murdered by her husband, 
together with the pope’s wife, Stephania (868). 4 The wicked 
pope Benedict IX. sued for the daughter of his cousin, who 
consented on condition that he resign the papacy (1033).® The 
Hildebrandian popes, Leo IX. and Nicolas II., made attempts 

1 Capitvlum, from the chapter of the Bible or of the monastic rules which 
were read in common every day. The name was applied both to the clerical 
brotherhood and to their habitation (chapter-house). The plural, Capitula or 
Oapitndaria designates codes of law ecclesiastical or civil, digested under chap- 
ters. See Martene, Be Antiqu. Ecd. Rztibus, 1, IV. c. VI. \ 4, and Haddan in 
Smith and Cheetham, I. 347. 

2 Gcmomri, dither because they were bound by canons, or enrolled on the 
lists of ecclesiastical officers. They occupied an intermediate position between 
the secular clergy and the monks. See Du Cange, and Smith and Cheetham, 
sub CanonicL 

8 Hefele TV. *94. 


*Ibid.p. 373. 


8 Ibid. p. 707. 
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to enforce clerical celibacy all over the "West. They identified 
the interests of clerical morality and influence with clerical 
celibacy, and endeavored to destroy natural immorality by en- 
forcing unnatural morality. How far Gregory VII. succeeded 
in this part of his reform, will be seen in the next period. 

§ 76. Domestic Life. 

The purity and happiness of home-life depend on the position 
of woman, who is the beating heart of the household. Female 
degradation was one of the weakest spots in the old Greek and 
Roman civilization. The church, in counteracting the prevailing 
evil, ran into the opposite extreme of ascetic excess as a radical 
cure. Instead of concentrating her strength on the purification 
and elevation of the family, she recommended lonely celibacy 
as a higher degree of holiness and a safer way to heaven. 

Among the Western and Northern barbarians she found a 
more favorable soil for the cultivation of Christian family life. 
The contrast which the heathen historian Tacitus and the 
Christian monk Salvian draw between the chastity of the 
Teutonic barbarians and the licentiousness of the Latin races 
is overdrawn for effect, but not without foundation. The Ger- 
man and Scandinavian tribes had an instinctive reverence for 
the female sex, as being inspired by a divinity, possessed of the 
prophetic gift, and endowed with secret charms. Their women 
shared the labors and dangers of men, emboldened them in their 
fierce battles, and would rather commit suicide than submit to 
dishonor. Yet the wife was entirely in the power of her hus- 
band, and could be bought, sold, beaten, and killed. 

The Christian religion preserved and strengthened the noble 
traits, and developed them into the virtues of chivalry ; while 
it diminished or abolished evil customs and practices. The 
Synods often deal with marriage and divorce. Polygamy, 
concubinage, secret marriages, marriages with near relatives, 
mixed marriages with heathens or Jews or heretics were for- 
bidden; the marriage tie was declared sacred and indissoluble 
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(except by adultery); sexual intemperance restrained and 
forbidden on Sundays and during Lent; the personal inde- 
pendence of woman and her rights of property were advanced. 
The Virgin Mary was constantly held up to the imagination as 
the incarnation of female purity and devotion. Not unfre- 
quently, however, marriages were dissolved by mutual consent 
from mistaken ascetic piety. "When a married layman entered 
the priesthood or a convent, he usually forsook his wife. In a 
Roman Synod of 827 such separation was made subject to the 
approval of the bishop. A Synod of Rouen, 1072, forbade 
husbands whose wives had taken the veil, to marry another. 
Wives whose husbands had disappeared were forbidden by the 
same Synod to marry until the fact of death was made certain. 1 

Upon the whole, the synodical legislation on the subject of 
marriage was wise, timely, restraining, purifying, and ennobling 
in its effect. The purest and brightest chapter in the history 
of Pope Nicolas I. is his protection of injured innocence in 
the person of the divorced wife of King Lothair of Lorraine. 2 

§ 77. Slavery. 

See the Lit in vol. 1. 1 48 (p. 444), and in vol. II. j? 97 (p. 347). Comp, 
also Balmes (R. C.) : Protestantism and. Catholicism compared in their 
effects on the Civilization of Europe. Tsansl. from the Spanish. 
Baltimore 1851, Chs. xv.— xix. Bba.ce : Cesta Christi , Ch. ttt 

History is a slow but steady progress of emancipation from 
the chains which sin has forged. The institution of slavery 
was universal in Europe during the middle ages g.mnng bar- 
barians as well as among civilized nations. It was kept up by 
natural increase, by war, and by the slave-trade which was 
carried on in Europe more or less till the fifteenth century, and 
in America till the eighteenth. Not a few freemen sold them- 
selves into slavery for debt, or from poverty. The slaves were 
completely under the power of their masters, and had no nkim 

1 For all these details see the scattered notices in vols. TTT. and IV. of 
Hefele. 

* See g 61, p. 275 sq. 
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beyond tie satisfaction of their physical wants. They eonld 
not bear witness in courts of justice. They could be bought 
and sold with their children like other property. The marriage 
tie was disregarded, and marriages between freemen and slaves 
were null and void. In the course of time slavery was moder- 
ated into serfdom, which was attached to the soil. Small 
farmers often preferred that condition to freedom, as it secured 
them the protection of a powerful nobleman against robbers and 
invaders. The condition of the serfs, however, during the 
middle ages was little better than that of slaves, and gave rise 
to occasional outbursts in the Peasant Wars, which occurred 
mostly in connection with the free preaching of the Gospel (as 
by Wiclif and the Lollards in England, and by Luther in 
Germany), but which were suppressed by force, and in their 
immediate effects increased the burdens of the dependent classes. 
The same struggle between capital and labor is still going on in 
different forms. 

The mediaeval church inherited the patristic views of slavery. 
She regarded it as a necessary evil, as a legal right based on 
moral wrong, as a consequence of sin and a just punishment for 
it She put it in the same category with war, violence, pesti- 
lence, famine, and other evils. St. Augustin, the greatest 
theological authority of the Latin church, treats slavery as a 
disturbance of the normal condition and relation. God did 
not, he says, establish the dominion of man over man, but only 
over the brute. He derives the word serms, as usual, from 
gervare (to save the life of captives of war doomed to death), 
but canno t find it in the Bible till the time of the righteous 
Noah, who gave it as a punishment to his guilty son Ham ; 
whence it follows that the word came “from sin, not from 
nature.” He also holds that the institution will finally be 
abolished when all iniquity shall disappear, and God shall be 
ail in aU. 1 

1 Be OwvU Dei, L TTY. c. 15. " Nomen [serms] culpa meruit, mm natures . . 
Prima scrviivlis causa peccalum est, ut homo homini coudibumis vinculo subderehtr « 
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The church exerted her great moral power not so much 
towards the abolition of slavery as the amelioration and re- 
moval of the evils connected with it. Many provincial Synods 
dealt with the subject, at least incidentally. The legal right of 
holding slaves was never called in question, and slaveholders 
were in good and regular standing. Even convents held slaves, 
though in glaring inconsistency with their professed principle 
of equality and brotherhood. Pope Gregory the Great, one of 
the most humane of the popes, presented bondservants from his 
own estates to convents, and exerted all his influence to recover 
a fugitive slave of his brother. 1 A reform Synod of Pavia, 
over which Pope Benedict VIII., one of the forerunners of 
Hildebrand, presided (a. d. 1018), enacted that sons and daugh- 
ters of clergymen, whether from free-women or slaves, whether 
from legal wives or concubines, are the property of the church, 
and should never be emancipated. 2 No pope has ever declared 
slavery incompatible with Christianity. The church was 
strongly conservative, and never encouraged a revolutionary or 
radical movement looking towards universal emancipation. 

But, on the other hand, the Christian spirit worked silently, 
steadily and irresistibly in the direction of emancipation. 

quod non fait nisi Deo judicante, a/pud quem non est iniquitas” . . . He thinks it 
will continue with the duties prescribed bj the apostles, donee transeat iniquitas, 
et emeuetur omnis prineipatus, et potestas humana, et sit Deus omnia in omnibus” 
Chrysostom taught substantially the same views, and derived from the sin of 
Adam a threefold servitude and a threefold tyranny, that of the husband over 
the wife, the master over the slavey and the state over the subjects. Thomas 
Aquinas, the greatest of the schoolmen, “did not see in slavery either differ- 
ence of race or imaginary inferiority or means of government, but only a 
scourge inflicted on humanity by the sins of the first man” (Balmes, p. 112). 
But none of these great men seems to have had an idea that slavery would ever 
disappear from the earth except with sin itself Oessante causa, cessat effectus . 
See voLIIL 115-121. 

1 Epist. X. 66; IX. 102. See these and other passages in Overbeck, Vet- 
haltniss der alien Kvrche zwr Sklaverei, in his “Studien zur Gesch. der alien 
Kirche” (1875) p. 211 sq. Overbeck, however, dwells too much on the pro- 
slavery sentiments of the fathers, and underrates the merits of the church for 
the final abolition of slavery. 

* Hefele IV. 670* 
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The church, as the organ of that spirit, proclaimed ideas and 
principles which, in their legitimate working, must root out 
ultimately both slavery and tyranny, and bring in a reign of 
freedom, love, and peace. She humbled the master and elevated 
the slave, and reminded both of their common origin and des- 
tiny. She enjoined in all her teaching the gentle and humane 
treatment of slaves, and enforced it by the all-powerful motives 
derived from the love of Christ, the common redemption and 
moral brotherhood of men. She opened her houses of worship 
as asylums to fugitive slaves, and surrendered them to their 
masters only on promise of pardon . 1 She protected the freed- 
men in the enjoyment of their liberty. She educated sons of 
slaves for the priesthood, with the permission of their masters, 
but required emancipation before ordination . 2 Marriages of 
freemen with slaves were declared valid if concluded with the 
knowledge of the condition of the latter . 3 Slaves could not be 
forced to labor on Sundays. This was a most important and 
humane protection of the right to rest and worship . 4 No 
Christian was permitted by the laws of the church to sell a 
slave to foreign lands, or to a Jew or heathen. Gregory I. 
prohibited the Jews within the papal jurisdiction to keep Chris- 
tian slaves, which he considered an outrage upon the Christian 
name. Nevertheless even clergymen sometimes sold Christian 

1 Synod of Clermont, A. n. 549. Hefele III. 5 ; comp. II. 662. 

* Fifth Synod of Orleans, 549 ; Synod of Aachen, 789 ; Synod of Francfurt, 
794. See Hefele III. 3, 666, 691. If ordination took place without the mas- 
ter's consent, he could reclaim the slave from the ranks of the clergy. Hefele 
IV. 26. 

1 Hefele HI. 574, 575, 611. The first example was set by Pope Callistns 
(218-223), who was himself formerly a slave, and gave the sanction of the 
Roman church to marriages between free Christian ladies and slaves or low- 
born men. Hippolytns, Fhilowph. IX. 12 (p. 460 ed. Duncker and Schneide- 
win). This was contrary to Roman law, and disapproved even by Hippolytus. 

4 The 16th Synod of Toledo, 693, passed the following canon: "If a slave 
works on Sunday by command of his master, the slave becomes free, and the 
master is punished to pay 30 solidi. If the slave works on Sunday without 
command of his master, he is whipped or must pay fine for his skin. If a 
freeman works on Sunday, he loses his liberty or must pay 60 solidi ; a priest 
has to pay double the amount’’ Hefele IIL 349 ; comp. p. 355. 
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slaves to Jews. The tenth Council of Toledo (656 or 657) 
complains of this practice, protests against it with Bible pas- 
sages, and reminds the Christians that "the slaves were re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ, and that Christians should 
rather buy than sell them.” 1 Individual emancipation was 
constantly encouraged as a meritorious work of charity well 
pleasing to God, and was made a solemn act. The master led 
the slave with a torch around the altar, and with his hands on 
the altar pronounced the act of liberation in such words as 
these : " For fear of Almighty God, and for the cure of my 
soul I liberate thee;” or: "In the name and for the love of 
God I do free this slave from the bonds of slavery.” 

Occasionally a feeble voice was raised against the institution 
itself, especially from monks who were opposed to all worldly 
possession, and felt the great inconsistency of convents holding 
slave-property. Theodore of the Stadium forbade his convent 
to do this, but on the ground that secular possessions and mar- 
riage were proper only for laymen. 2 A Synod of Chalons, 
held between 644 and 650, at which thirty-eight bishops and 
six episcopal representatives were present, prohibited the selling 
of Christian slaves outside of the kingdom of Clovis, from fear 
that they might fall into the power of pagans or Jews, and he 
introduces this decree with the significant words : " The highest 
piety and religion demand that Christians should be redeemed 
entirely from the bond of servitude.” 8 By limiting the power 
of sale, slave-property was raised above ordinary property, and 
this was a step towards abolishing this property itself by legiti- 
mate means. 

Under the combined influences of Christianity, civilization, 
and (economic and political considerations, the slave trade was 
forbidden, and slavery gradually changed into serfdom, and 

1 Hefele m. 103 ; comp. IV. 70. Balmes, p. 109. 

* Overbeck, l. e., p. 219. 

3 Cone. Cabilonense, con. 9 : “ Pietatis at maxima el rdigionis intuitus, vt 
captmtatis vinculum omnino a Christumis redimatw.” The date of the Council 
Is uncertain, see Mansi, Gone. X. 1198 ; Hefele, III. 92. 
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finally abolished all over Europe and North America. Where 
the spirit of Christ is there is liberty. 

NOTES. 

In Europe serfdom continued till the eighteenth century, in Russia even till 
1861, when it was abolished by the Czar Alexander II. In the United States, 
the freest country in the world, strange to say, negro slavery flourished and 
waxed fat under the powerful protection of the federal constitution, the fugitive 
slave-law, the Southern state-laws, and “ King Cotton,” until it went out in 
blood (1861-65) at a cost far exceeding the most liberal compensation which 
Congress might and ought to have made for a peaceful emancipation. But 
passion ruled over reason, self-interest over justice, and politics over morals 
and religion. Slavery still lingers in nominally Christian countries of South 
America, and is kept up with the accursed slave-trade under Mohammedan 
rule in Africa, but is doomed to disappear from the bounds of civilization. 

§ 78. Feuds and Private Wars. The Truce of God. 

A. Kluckhohn : Geschichie des Gottesfriedens. Leipzig 1857. 

Henby C. Lea : Superstition and Force . Essays on the Wager of Law — 
the Wager of Battle — the Ordeal — Torture . Phila. 1866 (407 pages). 

Among all barbarians, individual injury is at once re- 
venged on the person of the enemy ; and the family or tribe to 
which the parties belong identify themselves with the quarrel 
till the thirst for blood is satiated. Hence the feuds 1 and pri- 
vate wars, or deadly quarrels between families and clans. The 
same custom of self-help and unbridled passion prevails among 
the Mohammedan Arabs to this day. 

The influence of Christianity was to confine the responsibility 
for a crime to its author, and to substitute orderly legal process 
for summary private vengeance. The sixteenth Synod of Toledo 
(693) forbade duels and private feuds. 2 The Synod of Poitiers, 
A. d. 1000, resolved that all controversies should hereafter be 
adjusted by law and not by force. 3 The belligerent individuals 

1 Saxon Feehtk, or Fceght, Danish feide, Dutch veede, German Fekde, low Latin 
faida or faidia . Compare the German Feind } the English fiend. Du Cange 

defines faida: “ Gravis et aperta inimicitia ob coedem diguam suseepta, and refers 
to his dissertation De Privatis Befits. 

* Hefele III. 340. 


*17.655,689. 
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or tribes were exhorted to reconciliation by a sealed agreement, 
and the party which broke the peace was excommunicated. A 
Synod of Limoges in 1031 used even the more terrible punish- 
ment of the interdict against the bloody feuds. 

These sporadic efforts prepared the way for one of the most 
benevolent institutions of the middle ages, the so-called "Peace” 
or “ Truce of God.” 1 It arose in Aquitania in France during 
or soon after a terrible famine in 1033, which increased the 
number of murders (even for the satisfaction of hunger) and 
inflicted untold misery upon the people. Then the bishops and 
abbots, as if moved by divine inspiration (hence " the Peace of 
God”), united in the resolution that all feuds should cease from 
Wednesday evening till Monday morning ( aferioe quartce vespera 
usque ad semndam feriam, indpiente luce) on pain of excommuni- 
cation. 2 In 1041 the archbishop Eaimbald of Arles, the bishops 
Benedict of Avignon and Nitard of Nice, and the abbot Odilo 
of Clugny issued in their name and in the name of the French 
episcopate an encyclical letter to the Italian bishops and clergy, 
in which they solemnly implore them to keep the heaven-sent 
Treuga Dei, already introduced in Gaul, namely, to observe peace 

1 Treuga, Dei , Gottesfriede. See Du Cange sub. “ Treva, Treuga , seu Trerna 
Dei” The word occurs in several languages (; treuga, tregoa , trauva, treva , trfoj). 
It comes from the same root as the German treu, Treue, and the English true, 
troth,, truce, and signifies a pledge of faith, given for a time to an enemy for 
keeping peace. 

2 Roduli Glaber, a monk of Cluny, gives a graphic account of this famine 
and the origin of the Peace movement, in his Historia mi Temporis , lib. IV. 
c. 4 and 5 (in Migne’s Patrol Tom. 142, fol. 675-679). Hefele, IV. *698, traces 
the movement to Provence and to the year 1040 with a "perhaps" but Rodulf 
Glaber makes it begin “ in Aquitanice partibus anno incamati Gkristi miUesimo 
tricesimo tertio” from whence it spread rapidly “per Ardatemem, provincmm, 
atque Lugdunensem, sicque per universam Burgundiam, atque in ultimas Frandce 
partes” (Migne, L c. fol 678). Comp. lib. V. 1 (fol. 693) : U primitus in partibus 
Aqwitanicis, deinde pavlatim per univermm Galliarum territorium ” etc. He also 
reports that the introduction of the Peace was blessed by innumerable cures 
and a bountiful harvest. “Brat instar iUius antiqui Mosaici magni Jubiloei” 
Balderich, in his Chronicle of the Bishops of Cambray, reports that in one of 
the French synods a bishop showed a letter which fell from heaven and ex- 
horted to peace. The bishop of Cambray, however, dissented because he 
thought the resolution could not be carried out. 
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between neighbors, friends or foes on fonr days of the week, 
namely, on Thursday, on account of Christ’s ascension, on 
Friday on account of his crucifixion, on Saturday in memory of 
his burial, on Sunday in memory of his resurrection. They 
add: ‘‘All who love this Treuga Dei we bless and absolve; 
but those who oppose it we anathematize and exclude from the 
church. He who punishes a disturber of the Peace of God 
shall be acquitted of guilt and blessed by all Christians as a 
champion of the cause of God.” 

The peace-movement spread through all Burgundy and 
France, and was sanctioned by the Synods of Xarbonne (1054), 
Gerundum in Spain (1068), Toulouse (1068), Troyes (1093), 
Rouen (1096), Rheims (1136), the Lateran (1139 and 1179), etc. 
The Synod of Clermont (1095), under the lead of Pope Urban 
II., made the Truce of God the general law of the church. 
The time of the Truce was extended to the whole period from 
the first of Advent to Epiphany, from Ashwednesday to the 
close of the Easter week, and from Ascension to the close of 
the week of Pentecost; also to the various festivals and their 
vigils. The Truce was announced by the ringing of bells. 1 

§ 79. The Ordeal. 

Grimm: Deutsche Rechtsalterthumer, Gottingen 1828, p. 908 sqq. Hil- 
DENBRAND: Die Purgatio canonica et vulgaris , Munchen 1841. 
Unger : Der gerichtliche Zweikampf, Gottingen 1847. Philipps : 
Ueber die Ordalien y Mfinchen 1847. Dahn : Studien zur Gesch. der 
germ. Gottesurtheile, Munchen 1867. Pfalz : Die german. Ordalien, 
Leipz. 1865. Henry C. Lea : Superstition and Force , Philad. 1866, 
p. 175-280. (I have especially used Lea, who gives ample authori- 
ties for his statements.) For synodical legislation on ordeals see 
Hefele, vols. IH. and IV. 

Another heathen custom with which the church had to deal, 
is the so-called Judgment of God or Ordeal, that is, a trial 


1 See farther details in Mansi XIX. 549 sq. ; Kluckhohn j Hefele (IV. 696- 

70% 780) ; and Mejer in Herzog 2 V. 319 sqq. 
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of guilt or innocence by a direct appeal to God through nature . 1 
It prevailed in China, Japan, India, Egypt (to a less extent in 
Greece and Rome), and among the barbaric races throughout 
Europe . 2 

The ordeal reverses the correct principle that a man must be 
held to be innocent until he is proved to be guilty, and throws 
the burden of proof upon the accused instead of the accuser. 
It is based on the superstitious and presumptuous belief that 
the divine Ruler of the universe will at any time work a 
miracle for the vindication of justice when man in his weakness 
cannot decide, and chooses to relieve himself of responsibility 
by calling heaven to his aid. In the Carlovingian Capitularies 
the following passage occurs : “ Let doubtful cases be determined 
by the judgment of God. The judges may decide that which 
they clearly know, but that which they cannot know shall be re- 
served for the divine judgment. He whom God has reserved for 
his own judgment may not be condemned by human means.” 

The customary ordeals in the middle ages were water-ordeals 
and fire-ordeals ; the former were deemed plebeian, the latter 
(as well as the duel), patrician. The one called to mind the 
punishment of the deluge and of Pharaoh in the Red Sea ; the 
other, the future punishment of hell. The water-ordeals were 
either by hot water , 3 or by cold water ; 4 the fire-ordeals were 

1 From the Anglo-Saxon or dad or ordda (from or=ur f and dcd=theil) • 
German: Urtheil or Gottesurthed ; Dutch: oorded; French: ordeal; L. Lat.; 
crdalium , ordale, ordela . See Du Cange sub. ordda, aquce frigidce judicium, 
Duellum f Ferrum candem ; Skeat (Etymol. DicL of the Engl. Lang.) sub.DedL 

* See the proof in Lea, who finds in the wide prevalence of this custom a 
confirmation of the common origin of the Aryan or Indo-germanic races. 

* Judicium aquae ferventis, oeneum, cacabus, caldaria. This is probably the 
oldest form in Europe. See Lea, p. 196. It is usually referred to in the most 
ancient texts of law, and especially recommended by Hincmar of Rheims, as 
combining the elements of water — the judgment of the deluge — and of fire — 
the judgment of the last day. The accused was obliged, with his naked arm. 
to find a small stone or ring in a boiling caldron of water (this was called in 
German the Kmelfang), or simply to throw the hand to the wrist or to the 
elbow into boiling water. See Lea, p. 196 sqq. 

4 Judicium aquce frigidce. It was not known in Europe before Pope Eugenius 
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either by hot iron , 1 or by pure fire . 2 The person accused or 
suspected of a crime was exposed to the danger of death or 
serious injury by one of these elements : if he escaped unhurt — 
if he plunged his arm to the elbow into boiling water, or walked 
barefoot upon heated plough-shares, or held a burning ball of 

II. (824-827), who seems to have introduced it. The accused was bound with 
cords, and lowered with a rope into a reservoir or pond, with the prayer (St. 
Dunstan's formula) : ‘‘Let not the water receive the body of him who, released 
from the weight of goodness, is upborne by the wind of iniquity.” It was 
supposed that the pure element would not receive a criminal into its bosom. 
It required therefore in this case a miracle to convict the accused, as in the 
natural order of things he would escape. Lea (p. 221) relates this instance 
from a MS. in the British Museum ; u In 1083, during the deadly struggle 
between the Empire and the Papacy, as personified in Henry IV. and Hilde- 
brand, the imperialists related with great delight that some of the leading 
prelates of the papal court submitted the cause of their chief to this ordeal. 
After a three days’ fast, and proper benediction of the water, they placed in it 
a boy to represent the Emperor, when to their horror he sank like a stone. 
On referring the result to Hildebrand, he ordered a repetition of the experi- 
ment, which was attended with the same result Then, throwing him in, as a 
representative of the Pope, he obstinately floated during two trials, in spite of 
all efforts to force him under the surface, and an oath was exacted from them 
to maintain inviolable secrecy as to the unexpected result” James I. of 
England was a strict believer in this ordeal, and thought that the pure element 
would never receive those who had desecrated the privileges of holy baptism. 
Even as late as 1836, an old woman, reputed to be a witch, was twice plunged 
into the sea at Hela, near Danzig, and as she persisted in rising to the surface, 
she was pronounced guilty and beaten to death. See Lea, p. 228 and 229. 

1 Judicium Jerri or Jerri candentis. A favorite mode, administered in two 
different forms, the one by six or twelve red-hot plough-shares ( vomeres igniti), 
over which the person had to walk bare-footed ; the other by a piece of red- 
hot iron, which he had to carry for a distance of nine feet or more. See Lea, 
p. 201 sq. 

* The accused had to stretch his hand into a fire ; hence the French proverb- 
ial expression : u J 3 en mettrais la main an Jeu” as an affirmation of positive 
belief. Sometimes he had to walk bare-legged and bare-footed through the 
flames of huge pyres. Petrus Igneus gained his reputation and surname by 
an exploit of this kind. See examples in Lea, p. 209 sqq. Savonarola pro- 
posed this ordeal in 1498 to his enemies in proof of his assertion that the 
church needed a thorough reformation, and that his excommunication by Pope 
Alexander VI, was null and void, but he shrunk from the trial, lost his cause, 
and was hanged and burned after undergoing frightful tortures. He had not 
the courage of Hus at Constance, or Luther at Worms, and his attempted re- 
formation left nothing but a tragic memory. 
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iron in his hand, -without injury, he was supposed to be declared 
innocent by a miraculous interposition of God, and discharged; 
otherwise he was punished. 

To the ordeals belongs also the judicial duel or battle ordeal. 
It was based on the old superstition that God always gives vic- 
tory to the innocent. 1 It was usually allowed only to freemen. 
Aged and sick persons, women, children, and ecclesiastics could 
furnish substitutes, but not always. Medieval panegyrists 
trace the judicial duel back to Cain and Abel. It prevailed 
among the ancient Danes, Irish, Burgundians, Franks, and 
Lombards, but was unknown among the Anglo-Saxons before 
William the Conqueror, who introduced it into England. It 
was used also in international litigation. The custom died out 
in the sixteenth century. 2 

The mediaeval church, with her strong belief in the miracu- 
lous, could not and did not generally oppose the ordeal, but she 
baptized it and made it a powerful means to enforce her authority 
over the ignorant and superstitious people she had to deal with. 
Several councils at Mainz in 880, at Tribur on the Bhine in 
895, at Tours in 925, at Mainz in 1065, at Auch in 1068, at 
Gran in 1099, recognized and recommended it; the clergy, 
bishops, and archbishops, as Hincmar of Bheims, and Burck- 
hardt . of Worms, and even popes like Gregory VII. and 
Calixtus II. lent it their influence. St. Bernard approved of 
the cold-water process for the conviction of heretics, and St. 
Ivo of Chartres admitted that the incredulity of mankind 
sometimes required an appeal to the verdict of Heaven, though 

> Tacitus (German, cap. 7) reports of the heather Germans: “ [i)eun»] 
adegse bdlantibw aredunt.” 

* See Lea, p. 75-174. The wager of battle, as a judicial institution, must 
not be confounded with the private duel which has been more or less cus- 
tomary among all races and in all ages, and still survives as a relic of bar- 
barism, though misnamed ‘‘the satisfaction of a gentleman.” The judicial 
duel aims at the discovery of truth and the impartial administration of justice, 
while the object of the private duel is personal vengeance and reparation of 
honor. 
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such appeals were not commanded by the law of God. As late 
as 1215 the ferocious inquisitor Conrad of Marburg freely used 
the hot iron against eighty persons in Strassburg alone who 
were suspected of the Albigensian heresy. The clergy pre- 
pared the combatants by fisting and prayer, and special liturgi- 
cal formulas ; they presided over the trial and pronounced the 
sentence. Sometimes fraud was practiced, and bribes offered and 
taken to divert the course of justice. Gregory of Tours men- 
tions the case of a deacon who, in a conflict with an Arian 
priest, anointed his arm before he stretched it into the boiling 
caldron; the Arian discovered the trick, charged him with 
using magic arts, and declared the trial null and void; but a 
Catholic priest, Jadntus from Ravenna, stepped forward, and 
by catching the ring from the bubbling caldron, triumphantly 
vindicated the orthodox faith to the admiring multitude, de- 
claring that the water felt cold at the bottom and agreeably 
warm at the top. When the Arian boldly repeated the experi- 
ment, his flesh was boiled off the bones up to the elbow. 1 

The Church even invented and substituted new ordeals, 
which were less painful and cruel than the old heathen forms, 
but shockingly profane according to our notions. Profanity 
and superstition are closely allied. These new methods are 
the ordeal of the cross, and the ordeal of the eucharist They 
were especially used by ecclesiastics. 

The ordeal of the cross* is simply a trial of physical strength. 
The plaintiff and the defendant, after appropriate religious cere- 
monies, stood with uplifted arm before a cross while divine 
service was performed, and victory depended on the length of 
endurance. Pepin first prescribed this trial, by a Capitulary of 
752, in cases of application by a wife for divorce. Charle- 

1 De Gloria Martyrum L 81. Lea, p. 198. 

1 Judicium cruris, or stare ad crucem, l&euzesprohe. A modification of it was 
the trial of standing with the arms extended in the form of a cross. In this 
way St. Lioba, abbess of BischofFsheim, vindicated the honor of her convent 
agains t the charge of impurity when a new-born child was drowned In the 
neighborhood. Lea, p. 231. 
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magne prescribed it in cases of territorial disputes which might 
arise between his sons (806). But Louis-le-D6bonnaire, soon 
after the death of Charlemagne, forbade its continuance at a 
Council of Aix-la-Chapelle in 816, because this abuse of the 
cross tended to bring the Christian symbol into contempt. His 
son, the Emperor Lothair, renewed the prohibition. A trace 
of this ordeal is left in the proverbial allusion to an experimentum 
cruris. 

A still worse profanation was the ordeal of consecrated bread 
in the eucharist with the awful adjuration : “ May this body 
and blood of - our Lord Jesus Christ be a judgment to thee this 
day.” 1 It was enjoined by a Synod of Worms, in 868, upon 
bishops and priests who were accused of a capital crime, such as 
murder, adultery, theft, sorcery. It was employed by Cautinus, 
bishop of Auvergne, at the close of the sixth century, who 
administered the sacrament to a Count Eulalius, accused of 
patricide, and acquitted him after he had partaken of it without 
harm. King Lothair and his nobles took the sacrament in 
proof of his separation from Walrada, his mistress, but died 
soon afterwards at Piacenza of a sudden epidemic, and this was 
regarded by Pope Hadrian II. as a divine punishment. 
Rudolfus Grlaber records the case of a monk who boldly 
received the consecrated host, but forthwith confessed his crime 
when the host slipped out of his navel, white and pure as be- 
fore. Sibicho, bishop of Speier, underwent the trial to clear 
himself of the chaige of adultery (1049). Even Pope Hilde- 
brand made use of it in self-defense against Emperor Henry 
IV. at Oanossa, in 1077. "Lest I should seem,” he said, "to 
rely rather on h uman than divine testimony, and that. I may 
remove from the minds of all, by immediate satisfaction, every 
scruple, behold this body of our Lord which I am about to 
take. Let it be to me this day a test of my innocence, and 
may the Omnipotent God this day by his judgment absolve me 

1 Jvdiewm ogm, pami corqwatio, cormoed, AlmdmaMsprobe. Comp. Hefele 
IV. 370, 552, 735. 



i 79. THE ORDEAL. 


347 


of the accusations if I am innocent, or let me perish by sudden 
death, if guilty.” Then the pope calmly took the wafer, and 
called upon the trembling emperor to do the same, but Henry 
evaded it on the ground of the absence of both his friends and 
his enemies, and promised instead to submit to a trial by the 
imperial diet. 

The purgatorial oath, when administered by wonder-working 
relics, was also a kind of ordeal of ecclesiastical origin. A 
false oath on the black cross in the convent of Abington, made 
from the nails of the crucifixion, and derived from the Emperor 
Constantine, was fatal to the malefactor. In many cases these 
relics were the means of eliciting confessions which could not 
have been obtained by legal devices. 

The genuine spirit of Christianity, however, urged towards 
an abolition rather than improvement of all these ordeals. 
Occasionally such voices of protest were raised, though for a 
long time without effect. Avitus, bishop of Vienne, in the 
beginning of the sixth century, remonstrated with Gundobald 
for giving prominence to the battle-ordeal in the Burgundian 
code. St. Agobard, archbishop of Lyons, before the middle 
of the ninth century (he died about 840) attacked the duel and 
the ordeal in two special treatises, which breathe the gospel 
spirit of humanity, fraternity and peace in advance of his age. 1 
He says that the ordeals are falsely called judgments of God ; 
for God never prescribed them, never approved them, never 
willed them ; but on the contrary, he commands us, in the law 
and the gospel, to love our .neighbor as ourselves, and has ap- 
pointed judges for the settlement of controversies among men. 
He warns against a presumptuous interpretation of providence 
whose counsels are secret and not to be revealed by water and 
fire. Several popes, Leo 1 V. (847—855), Nicolas I. (858-867), 

1 Liber adversus Legem Omdobadi (». e.. Leg. Bwrgundimvm) et impia car- 
tarmina gwe per earn geruntur ; and Liber Contra Judicium Dei. See his Opera 
ed. Baluzius, Paris 1666, T. 1. 107 sqq., 300 sqq, and in Migne’s JPatrologia, 
Tom. CIV. 1 113-126, and f. 260-258 (with the notes of Baluzins). 
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Stephen YI. (885-891). Sylvester II. (999-1003), Alex- 
ander II. (1061— 1073^ Alexander III. (1159-1181), Colestin 
III. (1191-1198\ Honorius III. (1222), and the fourth 
Lateran Council (1215), condemned more or less clearly the 
superstitious and frivolous provocation of miracles. 1 It was 
by their influence, aided by secular legislation, that these God- 
tempting ordeals gradually disappeared during the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, but the underlying idea survived in the 
torture which for a long time took the place of the ordeal. 

§ 80. The Torture. 

Henry C. Lea.: Superstition and Force (Philad. 1866), p. 281-391. 
PArL Lacroix : Manners , Customs, and Dress of the Middle Ages and 
during the Renaissance Period (fcransl. from the French, N. York 
1874), p. 407-434. Brace; Gesta Ckristi, ch. XV. 

The torture rests on the same idea as the ordeal.* It is an 
attempt to prove innocence or guilt by imposing a physical pain 
which no man can bear without special aid from God. When 
the ordeal had fulfilled its mission, the torture was substituted 
as a more convenient mode and better fitted for an age less 

1 “At length, when the Papal authority reached its culminating point, a 
vigorous and sustained effort to abolish the whole system was made by the 
Popes who occupied the pontifical throne from 1159-1227. Nothing can he 
more peremptory than the prohibition uttered by Alexander HI. In 1181, 
Lucius in. pronounced null and void the acquittal of a priest charged with 
homicide, who had undergone the water-ordeal, and ordered him to prove his 
innocence with compurgators, and the blow was followed up by his successors. 
Under Innocent HI., the Fourth Council of Lateran, in 1215, formally forbade 
the employment of any ecclesiastical ceremonies in such trials; and as the 
moral influence of the ordeal depended entirely upon its religious associations, 
a strict observance of this canon must speedily have swept the whole system 
into oblivion. Yet at this very time the inquisitor Conrad of Marburg was 
employing in Germany the red-hot iron as a means of condemning his unfor- 
tunate victims by wholesale^ and the chronicler relates that, whether innocent 
or guilty, few escaped the test. The canon of Lateran, however, was actively 
followed up by the Papal legates, and the effect was soon discernible.” Lea, 
p. 272. 

1 3b rtum from torqueo, to twist, to torment ItaL and Spanish: tortura; 
French: ioriwm; Germ. : Falter. 
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superstitions and more sceptical, but quite as despotic and in- 
tolerant. It forms one of the darkest chapters in history. For 
centuries this atrocious system, opposed to the Mosaic legislation 
and utterly revolting to every Christian and humane feeling, 
was employed in civilized Christian countries, and sacrificed 
thousands of human beings, innocent as well as guilty, to tor- 
ments worse than death. 

The torture was unknown among the Hindoos and the 
Semitic nations, but recognized by the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, as a regular legal proceeding. It was originally con- 
fined to slaves who were deemed unfit to bear voluntary testi- 
mony, and to require force to tell the truth . 1 Despotic emperors 
extended it to freemen, first in cases of crimen lessee majestatis. 
Pontius Pilate employed the scourge and the crown of thorns in 
the trial of our Saviour. Tiberius exhausted his ingenuity in 
inventing tortures for persons suspected of conspiracy, and took 
delight in their agony. The half-insane Caligula enjoyed the 
cruel spectacle at his dinner-table. Nero resorted to this cruelty 
to extort from the Christians the confession of the crime of 
incendiarism, as a pretext of his persecution, which he intensified 
by the diabolical invention of covering the innocent victims 
with pitch and burning them as torches in his gardens. The 
younger Pliny employed the torture against the Christians in 

i “Their evidence was inadmissible, except when given nnder torture, and 
then by a singular confusion of logic, it was estimated as the most convincing 
kind of testimony.” Lea, 283. "The modes of torture sanctioned by the 
Greeks were the wheel (rpSx 0 f), the ladder or rack (/dt/nag), the comb with 
sharp teeth (k va$oc), the low vault (kvQqv) in which the nnfortunale witness 
was thrust and bent double, the burning tiles the heavy hog-skin 

whip (vorpixk), and the injection of vinegar into the nostrils ” Lea, p. 284. 
The Romans used chiefly the scourge. The instruments of torture employed 
during the middle ages were the rack, the thumbscrew, the Spanish boot, iron 
gauntlets, heated iron stools, fire, the wheel, the strappado, enforced sleepless- 
ness, and various mutilations. Brace says (p. 182) that "nine hundred (?) 
different instruments for inflicting pain were invented and used.” One tenth 
of the number would be bad enough. Collections of these devilish instru- 
ments may be seen in the London Tower, and in antiquarian museums on the 
Continent. 
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Bithynia as imperial governor. Diocletian, in a formal edict, 
submitted all professors of the hated religion to this degrading 
test. The torture was gradually developed into a regular sys- 
tem and embodied in the Justinian Code. Certain rules were 
prescribed, and exemptions made in favor of the learned pro- 
fessions, especially the clergy, nobles, children below fourteen, 
women during pregnancy, etc. The system was thus sanctioned 
by the highest legal authorities. But opinions as to its efficiency 
differed. Augustus pronounced the torture the best form of 
proof. Cicero alternately praises and discredits it. TJlpian, 
with more wisdom, thought it unsafe, dangerous, and deceitful. 

Among the Northern barbarians the torture was at first un- 
known except for slaves. The common law of England does 
not recognize it. Crimes were regarded only as injuries to 
individuals, not to society, and the chief resource for punish- 
ment was the private vengeance of the injured party. But if 
a slave, who was a mere piece of property, was suspected of a 
theft, his master would flog him till he confessed. All doubtful 
questions among freemen were decided by sacramental purgation 
and the various forms of ordeal. But in Southern Europe, 
where the Roman population gave laws to the conquering bar- 
barians, the old practice continued, or revived with the study 
of the Roman law. In Southern France and in Spain the 
torture was an unbroken ancestral custom. Alfonso the Wise, 
in the thirteenth century, in his revision of Spanish jurispru- 
dence, known as Las Side Partidas, retained the torture, but 
declared the person of man to be the noblest thing on earth , 1 
and required a voluntary confession to make the forced con- 
fession valid. Consequently the prisoner after torture was 
brought before the judge and again interrogated ; if he recanted, 
he was tortured a second, in grave cases, a third time ; if he 
persisted in his confession, he was condemned. During the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries the system of torture was 

1 u La persona dd home es la max noble cosa dd mundo” 
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generally introduced in Europe, and took the place of the 
ordeal. 

The church, true to her humanizing instincts, was at fhvt 
hostile to the whole system of forcing evidence. A Synod of 
Auxerre (585 or 578) prohibited the clergy to witness a torture. 1 
Pope Gregory I. denounced as worthless a confession extorted 
by incarceration and hunger. 2 Nicolas I. forbade the new con- 
verts in Bulgaria to extort confession by stripes and by pricking 
with a pointed iron, as contrary to all law, human and divine 
(866). 3 Gratian lays down the general rule that “ confessio 
cmeiatibus extorquenda non est. ” 

But at a later period, in dealing with heretics, the Roman 
church unfortunately gave the sanction of her highest authority 
to the use of the torture, and thus betrayed her noblest instincts 
and holiest mission. The fourth Lateran Council (1215) in- 
spired the horrible crusades against the Albigenses and TVal- 
denses, and the establishment of the infamous ecclesiastico-political 
courts of Inquisition. These courts found the torture the most 
effective means of punishing and exterminating heresy, and 
invented new forms of refined cruelty worse than those of the 
persecutors of heathen Rome. Pope Innocent IV., in his in- 
struction for the guidance of the Inquisition in Tuscany and 
Lombardy, ordered the civil magistrates to extort from all 
heretics by torture a confession of their own guilt and a be- 
trayal of all their accomplices (1252). 4 This was an ominous 
precedent, which did more harm to the reputation of the papacy 
than the extermination of any number of heretics could possibly 
do it good. In Italy, owing to the restriction of the ecclesias- 

1 Gan. 33: u Non licet presbytero nec diacono ad trepalwm ubi rei torquentur , 
stare?' See Hefele M. 46. 

2 Bpist. Yin. 30. 

8 Bespoma ad ConsuUa Bvlgarorum, c. 86. Hefele IV. 350. Lea, p. 305. 

4 In the bull Ad extirpanda: “ Teneatur potestas seu rector , omnes haeredcos . . . 
cogere dtra membri diminutions et mortis periculwrn, tamquam vere latrones et 
komiddas animarum . . . errores suos expresse fateri et aecusare alios haereticos 
quos sciuntj et bona eorum.” . . . Innoc. IV. Leg. et Const contra HaercL J 26- 
(Bullar.Magn. in Innoc. IV- No. 9). Comp. Gieseler II. 564-569. 
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tical power by the emperor, the inquisition could not fully 
display its murderous character. In Germany its introduction 
was resisted by the people and the bishops, and Conrad of 
Marburg, the appointed Inquisitor, was murdered (1233). But 
in Spain it had eveiy assistance from the crown and the people, 
which to this day take delight in the bloody spectacles of bull- 
fights. The Spanish Inquisition was established in the reign 
of Ferdinand and Isabella by papal sanction (1478), reached its 
fearful height under the terrible General Inquisitor Torquemada 
(since 1483), and in its zeal to exterminate Moors, Jews, and her- 
etics, committed such fearful excesses that even popes protested 
against the abuse of power, although with little effect. The 
Inquisition carried the system of torture to its utmost limits. 
After the Reformation it was still employed in trials of sorcery 
and witchcraft until the revolution of opinion in the eighteenth 
century swept it out of existence, together with cruel forms of 
punishment. This victory is due to the combined influence of 
justice, humanity, and tolerance. 

NOTES. 

L “The whole system of the Inquisition,” says Lea (p. 831), “was such 
as to render the resort to torture inevitable. Its proceedings were secret ; 
the prisoner was carefully kept in ignorance of the exact charges against 
him, and of the evidence upon which they were based. He was pre- 
sumed to be guilty, and Ms judges bent all their energies to force him to 
confess. To accomplish this, no means were too base or too cruel. Pre- 
tended sympathizers were to be let into his dungeon, whose affected 
friendship might entrap him into an unwary admission ; officials armed 
with fictitious evidence were directed to frighten him with assertions of 
the testimony obtained against him from supposititious witnesses ; and 
no resources of fraud or guile were to be spared in overcoming the cau- 
tion and resolution of the poor wretch whose mind had been carefully 
weakened by solitude, suffering, hunger, and terror. Prom this to the 
rack and estrapade the step was easily taken, and was not long delayed.” 
For details see the works on the Inquisition. Llorente (Hist. erit. de 
? Inquisition d' Espagne IV. 252, quoted by Gieseler HI- 409 note 11) 
states that from 1478 to the end of the administration of Torquemada 
in 1498, when he resigned, “8800 persons were burned alive, 6500 in 
effigy, and 90,004 punished with different kinds of penances. Under the 
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second general-inquisitor, the Dominican, Diego Deza, from 1499 to 1506, 
1664 persons were burned alive, 832 in effigy, 32,456 punished. Under 
the third general-inquisitor, the Cardinal and Archbishop of Toledo, 
Francis Ximenes de Cisneros, from 1507 to 1517, 2536 were burned aiiye, 
1868 in effigy, 47,263 reconciled.” Lloreute was a Spanish priest and 
general secretary of the Inquisition at Madrid (from 1789-1791), and 
had access to all the archives, but his figures, as he h ims elf a dmi ts, are 
based upon probable calculations, and have in some instances been dis- 
proved. He states, e. g. that in the first year of Torquemada/s adminis- 
tration 2000 persons were burned, and refers to the Jesuit Mariana (His- 
tory of Spain), but Mariana means that during the whole administration 
of Torquemada “ duo millia crematos igne ” See Hefele, Cardinal 
ttmenes, p. 846. The sum total of persons condemned to death by the 
Spanish Inquisition during the 330 years of its existence, is stated to be 
30,000. Hefele ( Kirchenlexihon , v. 656) thinks this sum exaggerated, 
yet not surprising when compared with the number of witches that were 
burnt in Germany alone* The Spanish Inquisition pronounced its last 
sentence of death in the year 1781, was abolished under the French rule 
of Joseph Napoleon, Dee. 4, 1808, restored by Ferdinand VII. 1814, 
again abolished 1820, and (after another attempt to restore it) in 1834. 
Catholic writers, like Balmez (Z. c. chs. xxxvx and xxxvii.) and 
Hefele (Cardinal Ximenes, p. 257-389, and in Wetzer and Welte’s 
Kirchen-Lexicon , vol. V. 648-659), charge Llorente with inaccuracy in 
his figures, and defend the Catholic church against the excesses of the 
Spanish Inquisition, as this was a political rather than ecclesiastical 
institution, and had at least the good effect of preventing religious 
wars. But the Inquisition was instituted with the express sanction of 
Pope Sixtus IV. (Nov. 1, 1478), was controlled by the Dominican order 
and by Cardinals, and as to the benefit, the peace of the grave-yard is 
worse than war. Hefele adds, however (V. 657): “ Nach aW diesen 
Bemerkungen sind wir ubrigens ueit entfemt, der jSpanichen Inquisition an 
sich das Wort reden zu woUen, vielmekr bestreitm wir der wdt lichen GewaU 
durchaus die Befugniss, das Geicissen zu Jcnebeln, und sind von Herzens - 
gtund aus jedem staatlichen Beligionszwang abhold, mag er von einem 
Torquemada in der DominikanerJcutte, oder von einem Bureaucrafen in der 
JStaatsuniform ansgehen. Aber das wollten wir zeigen , dass die Inquisition 
das schandliche Ungeheuer nicht war , worn es Parteileidenschaft und Un - 
wissenheit havfig stemjpeln wollten. v 

IL The torture was abolished in England after 1640, in Prussia 
1740, in Tuscany 1786, in France 1789, in Bussia 1801, in various Ger- 
man states partly earlier, partly later (between 1740 and 1831), in Japan 
1873- Thomasius, Hommel, Voltaire, Howard, used their influence 
against it. Exceptional cases of judicial torture occurred in the nine- 
teenth century in Naples, Palermo, Roumania (1868), and Zug (1869). 
See Lea, p. 389 sqq., and the chapter on Witchcraft in Lecky’s History 
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of Rationalism (vol. L 27-154). The extreme difficulty of proof in trials 
of witchcraft seemed to make a resort to the torture inevitable. English 
witchcraft reached its climax during the seventeenth century, and was 
defended by King James I., and even such wise men as Sir Matthew 
Hale, Sir Thomas Browne, and Richard Baxter. When it was on the 
decline in England it broke out afresh in Puritan Xew England, created 
a perfect panic, and led to the execution of twenty-seven persons. In 
Scotland it lingered still longer, and as late-as 1727 a woman was burnt 
there for witchcraft. In the Canton Giarus a witch was executed in 
1782, and another near Danzig in Prussia in 1836. Lecky concludes his 
chapter with an eloquent tribute to those poor women, who died alone, 
hated, and unpitied, with the prospect of exchanging their torments on 
earth with eternal torments in hell. 

I add a noble passage on torture from Brace’s Gesta Christi , p. 274 sq. 
“ Had the "Son of Man 5 been in body upon the earth during the Middle 
Ages, hardly one wrong and injustice would have wounded his pure soul 
like the system of torture. To see human beings, with the consciousness 
of innocence, or professing and believing the purest truths, condemned 
without proof to the most harrowing agonies, every groan or admission 
under pain used against them, their confessions distorted, their nerves so 
racked that they pleaded their guilt in order to end their tortures, their 
last hours tormented by false ministers of justice or religion, who 
threaten eternal as well as temporal damnation, and all this going on 
for ages, until scarce any innocent felt themselves safe under this mock- 
ery of justice and religion— all this would have seemed to the Founder 
of Christianity as the worst travesty of his frith and the most cruel 
wound to humanity. It need not be repeated that his spirit in each 
century straggled with this tremendous evil, and inspired the great 
friends of humanity who labored against it. The main forces in medi- 
aeval society, even those' which tended towards its improvement, did not 
touch this abuse. Roman law supported it Stoicism was indifferent to 
it; Greek literature did not affect it; feudalism and arbitrary power en- 
couraged a practice which they could use for their own ends; and even 
the hierarchy and a State Church so fax forgot the truths they professed 
as to employ torture to support the ‘ Religion of Love.’ But against all 
these powers were the words of Jesus, bidding men ‘ Love your enemies ! 9 
'Do good to them that despitefully use you!’ and the like commands, 
working everywhere on individual souls, heard from pulpits and in 
monasteries, read over by humble believers, and slowly making their 
way against barbaric passion and hierarchic cruelty. Gradually, in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the books containing the message 
of Je^us circulated among all classes, and produced that state of mind 
and heart in which torture could not he used on a fellow-being, and in 
which such an abuse and enormity as the Inquisition was hurled to the 
earth.” 
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§ 81. Christian Charity . 

See the Lit. in vol. EL \ 88, p. 311 sq. Chastel: Etudes historiques sur 
V influence de la charite (Paris 1853, English transl., Philad. 1857 — 
for the first three centuries). Hasek : Geschichte der christl. 
Eranlenpflege und Pflegerschaften (Berlin 1857). Ratzesgeb: Gesch. 
der christl. Armmpflege (Freib. 1869, a new ed. announced 1S84)„ 
Moke? : Histoire critique de la pauvrete (in the “Memoirs de 1* 
Acad6mie des inscript.” IV). Lecky : Hist of Europ. Morals, ch. 
4th (II. 62 sqq.). Uhlhokn : Christian Charity in the Ancient Church 
(Stuttgart, 1881 ; Engl, transl. Lond. and N. York 1883), Book III., 
and his Die Ckristliche Liebestkatigkeit im MittelaUer . Stuttgart, 
1884, (See also his art. in Briegeris “ Zeitschrift fur K. Gr.’’ IV. 1). B. 
Riggekbach : Das Armemcesen der Reformation (Basel 1883). Also 
the articles Armmpflege in Herzog's “ Encycl. ,, 2 yol. I. 648-663 $ 
in Wetzer and Welte’s “Kirchenlex.” 2 yol. 1. 135W.375 ; Pauperisms 
in Lichtenberger X. 305-312 ; and Hospitals in Smith and Cheetham 
I. 785-789. 

From the cruelties of superstition and bigotry we gladly 
turn to the queen of Christian graces, that “ most excellent 
gift of charity/ 5 which never ceased to be exercised wherever 
the story of Christ’s love for sinners was told and his golden 
rule repeated. It is a “bond of perfectness” that binds 
together all ages and sections of Christendom. It comforted 
the Roman empire in its hoary age and agonies of death ; and 
it tamed the ferocity of the barbarian invaders. It is impos- 
sible to overestimate the moral effect of the teaching and 
example of Christ, and of St. Paul’s seraphic praise of charity 
upon the development of this cardinal virtue in all ages and 
countries. We bow with reverence before the truly apostolic 
succession of those missionaries, bishops, monks, nuns, kings, 
nobles, and plain men and women, rich or poor, known and 
unknown, who, from gratitude to Christ and pure love to their 
fellow-men, sacrificed home, health, wealth, life itself, to 
humanize and Christianize savages, to feed the hungry, to give 
drink to the thirsty, to entertain the stranger, to clothe the 
naked, to visit the sick, to call on the prisoner, to comfort 
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the dying. We admire and honor also those exceptional saints 
who, in literal fulfillment or misunderstanding of the Saviour's 
advice to the rich youth, and in imitation of the first disciples 
at Jerusalem, sold all their possessions and gave them to the 
poor that they might become perfect. The admiration is indeed 
diminished, but not destroyed, if in many cases a large measure 
of refined selfishness was mixed with self-denial, and when the 
riches of heaven were the sole or chief inducement for choosing 
voluntary poverty on earth. 

The supreme duty of Christian charity was inculcated by all 
faithful pastors and teachers of the gospel from the beginning. 
In the apostolic and ante-Meene ages it was exercised by 
regular contributions on the Lord's day, and especially at the 
communion and the agape connected with it. Every congre- 
gation was a charitable society, and took care of its widows and 
orphans, of strangers and prisoners, and sent help to distant 
congregations in need . 1 

After Constantine, when the masses of the people flocked 
into the church, charity assumed an institutional form, and 
built hospitals and houses of refuge for the strangers, the poor, 
the sick, the aged, the orphans . 2 They appear first in the East, 
but soon afterwards also in the West. Fabiola founded a 
hospital in Rome, Pammachius one in the Portus Romanus, 
Paullnus one in Nola. At the time of Gregory I. there were 
several hospitals in Rome; he mentions also hospitals in 

1 See vol. II- 1 100, p. 374 sqq. 

* They are called Xenodochmrt and Xenodochia {gevodoxetav) for strangers ; 
pto chitm or ptochotrophium (titw^eZop, irroxorpotpetov) for the poor; orphano- 
trophium {bpfavo&pofciov) for orphans; brephotrophinm (Ppetporpcxfviov) for 
foundlings; houses for the sick ( voaoKopeia , valetudinaria) ; for the aged 
(yEpoPTOKopeta ) ; and for widows (^porpo^eia) ; in Latin hosptiivm, hospitale, 
hospilakum (corresponding to the Greek v). See Du Cange. Such 

institutions were unknown among the heathen; for the houses near the temples 
of Aesculapius were only intended for temporary shelter, not for care and at- 
tendance. The Emperor Julian’s involuntary eulogy of the charity of the 
a Gali beans," as he contemptuously called the Christians, and his abortive 
attempt to force the heathen to imitate it, are well known. See voL IIL 50. 
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Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia. These institutions were necessary 
in the greatly enlarged sphere of the church, and the increase 
of poverty, distress, and disaster which at la&t overwhelmed 
the Roman empire. They may in many cases have served 
purposes of ostentation, superseded or excused private charity, 
encouraged idleness, and thus increased rather than diminished 
pauperism. But these were abuses to which the best human 
institutions are subject. 

Private charity continued to be exercised in proportion to the 
degree of vitality in the church. The great fathers and bishops 
of the fourth and fifth centuries set an illustrious example of 
•plain living and high thinking, of self-denial and liberality, 
and were never weary in their sermons and writings in enjoining 
the duty of charity. St. Basil himself superintended his ex- 
tensive hospital at Caesarea, and did not shrink from contact 
with lepers ; St. Gregory Nazianzen exhorted the brethren to be 
"a god to the unfortunate by imitating the mercy of God,” for 
there is “nothing so divine as beneficence;” St. Chrysostom 
founded several hospitals in Constantinople, incessantly ap- 
pealed to the rich in behalf of the poor, and directed the 
boundless charities of the noble widow Olympias. St. Am- 
brose, at once a proud Roman and an humble Christian, com- 
forted the paupers in Milan, while he rebuked an emperor for 
his cruelly; Paulinus of Nola lived in a small house with his 
wife, Theresia, and used his princely wealth for the building 
of a monastery, the relief of the needy, the ransoming of 
prisoners, and when his means were exhausted, he exchanged 
himself with the son of a widow to be carried away into 
Africa ; the great Augustin declined to accept as a present a 
better coat than he might give in turn to a brother in need ; St. 
Jerome founded a hospice in Bethlehem from the proceeds of 
his property, and induced Roman ladies of proud ancestry to 
sell their jewels, silk dresses, and palaces, for the poor, and to 
exchange a life of luxurious ease for a life of ascetic self-denial. 
Those examples shone like brilliant stars through the darkness 
of the middle ages. 
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But the same fathers, it must be added, handed to the middle 
ages also the disturbing doctrine of the meritorious nature and 
atoning efficacy of charity, as “covering a multitude of sins,” 
and its infl uence even upon the dead in purgatory. These 
errors greatly stimulated and largely vitiated that virtue, and do 
it to this day. 1 

The T jatin word cantos, which originally denotes dearness or 
costliness (from earns, dear), then esteem, affection, assumed in 
the church the more significant meaning of benevolence and 
beneficence, or love in active exercise, especially to the poor and 
suffering among our fellow-men. The sentiment and the deed 
must not be separated, and the gift of the hand derives its value 
from the love of the heart. Though the gifts are unequal, the 
benevolent love should be the same, and the widow’s mite is as 
much blessed by God as the princely donation of the rich. 
Ambrose compares benevolence in the intercourse of men with 
men to the sun in its relation to the earth. “ Let the gifts of 
the wealthy,” says another father, “ be more abundant, but let 
not the poor be behind him in love.” Very often, however, 
charity was contracted into mere almsgiving. Praying, fasting, 
and almsgiving were regarded (as also among the Jews and 
Mohammedans) as the chief works of piety ; the last was put 
highest For the sake of charity it is right to break the fast or 
to interrupt devotion. 

Pope Gregory the Great best represents the mediaeval charity 

1 See the numerous quotations from the fathers in Uhlhora, p. 278 sqq. 
u Countless times is the thought expressed that almsgiving is a safe investment 
of money at good interest with God in heaven.” He thinks that “the doctrine 
of purgatory, and of the influence which almsgiving exercises even upon souls 
in purgatory, determined more than anything else the charity of the entire 
mediaeval period ,, (p. 287). The notion that alms have an atoning efficacy is 
expressed again and again in every variety of form as the motive of almsgiving 
which is pred o mi n a n t above all others. Even Augustin, the most evangelical 
among the fathers, teaches u that alms have power to extinguish and expiate 
sin, although he qualifies the maxim and confines the benefit to those who 
amend their lives. No one had greater influence upon the Latin church than 
the author of the City of God, in which, as Uhlhora says, “he unconsciously 
wrote the programme of the middle ages.” 
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with its ascetic self-denial, its pious superstitions and utilitarian 
ingredients. He lived in that miserable transition period when 
the old Roman civilization was crumbling to pieces and the 
new civilization was not yet built up on its ruins. “We see 
nothing but sorrow,” he says, “ we hear nothing but complaints. 
Ah ; Rome ! once the mistress of the world, where is the senate? 
where the people ? The buildings are in ruins, the walls are 
falling. Everywhere the sword ! Everywhere death ! I am 
weary of life ! ” But charity remained as an angel of comfort. 
It could not prevent the general collapse, but it dried the tears 
and soothed the sorrows of individuals. Gregory was a father 
to the poor. He distributed every month cart-loads of com, 
oil, wine, and meat among them. What the Roman emperors 
did from policy to keep down insurrection, this pope did from 
love to Christ and the poor. He felt personally guilty when a 
man died of starvation in Rome. He set careful and con- 
scientious men over the Roman hospitals, and required them to 
submit regular accounts of the management of funds. He 
furnished the means for the founding of a Xenodochium in 
Jerusalem. He was the chief promoter of the custom of dividing 
the income of the church into four equal parts, one for the 
bishop, one for the rest of the clergy, one for the church build- 
ings, one for the poor. At the same time he was a strong be- 
liever in the meritorious efficacy of almsgiving for the living 
and the dead. He popularized Augustin’s notion of purgatory, 
supported it by monkish fables, and introduced masses for the 
departed (without the so-called thirties, i. e. thirty days after 
death). He held that God remits the guilt and eternal punish- 
ment, but not the temporal punishment of sin, which must be 
atoned for in this life, or in purgatory. Thus he explained the 
passage about the fire (1 Cor. 3 : 11) which consumes wood, 
hay, and stubble, i. e. light and trifling sins such as useless talk, 
immoderate laughter, mismanagement of property. Hence, the 
more alma the better, both for our own salvation and for the 
relief of our departed relatives and friends. Almsgiving is the 
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wing of repentance, and paves the way to heaven. This idea 
ruled supreme during the middle ages. 

Among the barbarians in the West charitable institutions 
were introduced by missionaries in connection with convents, 
which were expected to exercise hospitality to strangers and 
give help to the poor. The Irish missionaries eared for the 
bodies as well as for the souls of the heathen to whom they 
preached the gospel, and founded “ JSos'pitalia Scotorum .” The 
Council of Orleans, 549, shows acquaintance with Xeuodochia 
in the towns. There was a large one at Lyons. Chrodegang 
of Metz and Alenin exhort the bishops to found institutions of 
charity, or at least to keep a guest-room for the care of the sick 
and the stranger. A Synod at Aix in 815 ordered that an 
infirmary should be built near the church and in every convent 
The Capitularies of Charlemagne extend to charitable institu- 
tions the same privileges as to churches and monasteries, and 
order that “ strangers, pilgrims, and paupers ” be duly enter- 
tained according to the canons. 

The hospitals were under the immediate supervision of the 
bishop or a superintendent appointed by him. They were 
usually dedicated to the Holy Spirit, who was represented in 
the form of a dove in some conspicuous place of the building. 
They received donations and legacies, and were made the trus- 
tees of landed estates. The church of the middle ages was the 
largest property-holder, but her very wealth and prosperity 
became a source of temptation and corruption, which in the 
coarse of time loudly called for a reformation. 

After we have made all reasonable deduction for a large 
amount of selfish charity which looked to the donor rather than 
the recipient^ and for an injudicious profusion of alms which 
encouraged pauperism instead of enabling the poor to help 
themselves by honest work, we still have left one of the noblest 
chapters in the history of morals to which no other religion can 
furnish a parallel. For the regular gratuitous distribution of 
grain to the poor heathen of Borne, who under Augustus rose 
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to 200,000, and under the Antonines to 500,000, was made 
from the public treasury and dictated by selfish motives of 
state policy ; it called forth no gratitude ; it failed of its object, 
and proved, together with slavery and the gladiatorial shows 
for the amusement of the people, one of the chief demoralizing 
influences of the empire. 1 

Finally, we must not forget that the history of true Christian 
charity remains to a large part unwritten. Its power is indeed 
felt everywhere and every day ; but it loves to do its work 
silently without a thought of merit or reward. It follows 
human misery into all its lonely griefs with personal sympathy 
as well as material aid, and finds its own happiness in promoting 
the happiness of others. There is luxury in doing good for its 
own sake. cc When thou doest aims/’ says the Lord, “ let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth, that thine alms 
may be in secret : and thy Father who seeth in secret shall 
reward thee” 2 

NOTES. 

TJhlhom closes his first work with this judgment of mediaeval charity 
(p. 396 sq. of the English translation): “No period has done so much 
for the poor as the middle ages. What wholesale distribution of alms, 
what an abundance of institutions of the most various kinds, what num- 
bers of hospitals for all manner of sufferers, what a series of ministrant 
orders, male and female, knightly and civil, what self-sacrifice and de- 
votedness ! In the mediaeval period all that we have observed germi- 
nating in the ancient Church, first attains its maturity. The middle 
ages, however, also appropriated whatever tendencies existed towards a 
one-sided and unsound development. Church care of the poor entirely 

1 “There can be,” says Lecky (II. 78), “no question that neither in practice 
nor in theory, neither in the institutions that were founded nor in the place 
that was assigned to it in the scale of duties, did charity in antiquity occupy 
a position at all comparable to that which it has obtained by Christianity. 
Nearly all the relief was a State measure, dictated much more by policy 
tban by benevolence; and the habit of selling young children, the innumera- 
ble expositions, the readiness of the poor to enroll themselves as gladiators, 
and the frequent famines, show how large was the measure of unrelieved dis- 
tress. A very few Pagan examples of charity have, indeed, descended to us.” 

* Matt 6: 3, 4. The word “openly” (b ry (jxrvepy) is omitted in the best 
MSS. and critical editions, and in the E. Revision. 
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perished, and all charity became institutional; monks and nuns, or 
members of the ministrant orders, took the place of the deacons— the 
diaconate died out. Charity became one-sidedly institutional and one- 
sidedly ecclesiastical. The church was the mediatrix of every exercise 
of charity, she became in fact the sole recipient, the sole bestower ; for 
the main object of every work of mercy, of every distribution of alms, 
of every endowment, of all self-sacrifice in the service of the needy, was 
the givers own salvation. The transformation was complete. Men 
gave and ministered no longer for the sake of helping and serving the 
poor in Christ, but to obtain for themselves and theirs merit, release 
from purgatory, a high degree of eternal happiness. The consequence 
was, that poverty was not contended with, hut fostered, and beggary 
brought to maturity; so that notwithstanding the abundant donations, 
the various foundations, the well-endowed institutions, distress was after 
all not mastered/' 7 Nor is it mastered yet. 4 'The poor ye have always 
with you” (John 12 : 8). Riggenbach (Z. c.) maintains that in the mid- 
dle ages hospitals were mere provision-houses ( Versorgungshauser ), and 
that the Reformation first asserted the principle that they should be also 
houses of moral reform [Eettungshauser and Heilanstalten). 

Lee ky, who devotes a part of the fourth chapter of his impartial hu- 
manitarian History of European Morals to this subject, comes to the fol- 
lowing conclusion (11.79,85): “Christianity for the first time made 
charity a rudimentary virtue, giving it a leading place in the moral type, 
and in the exhortations of its teachers. Besides its general influence in 
stimulating the affections, it effected a complete revolution in this 
sphere, by regarding the poor as the special representatives of the Chris- 
tian Founder, and thus making the love of Christ, rather than the love 
of man, the principle of charily. . . . The greatest things axe often 
those which are most imperfectly realized; and surely no achievements 
of the Christian Church are more truly great than those which it has 
effected in the sphere of charity. For the first time in the history of 
mankind, it has inspired many thousands of men and women, at the 
sacrifice of all worldly interests, and often under circumstances of ex- 
treme discomfort or danger, to devote their entire lives to the single 
object of assuaging the sufferings of humanity. It has covered the globe 
with countless institutions of mercy, absolutely unknown to the whole 
Pagan world. It has indissolubly united, in the minds of men, the idea 
of supreme goodness with that of active and constant benevolence. It 
has placed in every parish a religious minister who, whatever may be 
his other fimetions, has at least been officially charged with the superin- 
tendence of an organization of charity, and who finds in this office one 
of the most important as well as one of the most legitimate sources of 
his power.* 



CHAPTER VIL 


MONASTICISM. 

See the Lit* on Monasticism in vol. TL 387, and 3H. 147 sq* 

§ 82 . Use of Convents in the Middle Ages . 

The monks were the spiritual nobility of the church, and 
represented a higher type of virtue in entire separation from 
the world and consecration to the kingdom of God. The 
patristic ideal of piety passed over into the middle ages : it is 
not the scriptural nor the modern ideal, but one foriped in 
striking contrast with preceding and surrounding heathen corr- 
ruption. The monkish sanctity is a flight from the world 
rather than a victory over the world, an abstinence from mar? 
riage instead of a sanctification of marriage, chastity outside 
rather than inside the order of nature, a complete suppression 
of the sensual passion in the place of its purification and con- 
trol. But it had a powerful influence over the barbaric races, 
and was one of the chief converting and civilizing agencies. 
The Eastern monks lost themselves in idle contemplation and 
ascetic extravagances, which the Western climate made impos- 
sible; the Western monks were, upon the whole, more sober, 
practical, and useful. The Irish and Scotch convents became 
famous for their missionary zeal, and furnished founders of 
churches and patron saints of the people. 

Convents were planted by the missionaries among all the 
barbarous nations of Europe, as fast as Christianity progressed. 
They received special privileges and endowments from princes, 
nobles, popes, and bishops. They offered a quiet retreat to men 
and women who were weary of the turmoil of life, or had suf- 
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fered shipwreck of fortune or character, and cared for nothing 
but to save their souls. They exercised hospitality to strangers 
and travelers, and were a great blessing in times when traveling 
was difficult and dangerous. 1 They were training schools of 
ascetic virtue, and the nurseries of saints. They saved the 
remnants of ancient civilization for future use. Every large 
convent had a library and a school. Scribes were employed in 
copying manuscripts of the ancient classics, of the Bible, and 
the writings of the fathers. To these quiet literary monks we 
are indebted for the preservation and transmission of nearly all 
the learning, sacred and secular, of ancient times. If they had 
done nothing else, they would be entitled to the lasting gratitude 
of the church and the world. 

During the wild commotion and confusion of the ninth and 
tenth centuries, monastic discipline went into decay. Often the 
veiy riches of convents, which were the reward of industry and 
virtue, became a snare and a root of evil. Avaricious laymen 
{Abba-comites) seized the control and perpetuated it in their 
families. Even princesses received the titles and emoluments 
of abbesses. 

§ 83. St. Benedict. St. NUus. St. Romuald. 

Yet even in this dark period there were a few shining lights. 
St. Benedict of Aniane (750-821), of a distinguished 
family in the south of France, after serving at the court of 
Charlemagne, became disgusted with the world, entered a con- 
vent, founded a new one at Aniane after the strict rule of St. 

1 As they are still in the East and on the Alps. Travelers will not easily 
forget the convents of Mt Sinai in the Desert, Mar Saba near the Dead 
Sea, and the hospices on the Alpine passes of Sfc. Bernard, St Gotthard, 
and the Simplon. Lecky (II. 84) says : u By the monks the nobles were 
overawed, the poor protected, the sick tended, travelers sheltered, prisoners 
ransomed, the remotest spheres of suffering explored. During the darkest 
period of the middle ages, monks founded a refuge for pilgrims amid the 
horrors of the Alpine snows. A solitary hermit often planted himself, with 
his little boat, by a bridgeless stream, and the charity of his life was to ferry 
over the traveler.” 
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Benedict of Nursia, collected a library, exercised charity, espe- 
cially during a famine, labored for the reform of monasticism, 
was entrusted by Louis the Pious with the superintendence of 
all the convents in Western France, and formed them into a 
“ congregation,” by bringing them under one rule. He attended 
the Synod of Aix-la-Chapelle in 817. Soon after his death 
(Feb. 12, 821) the fruits of his labors were destroyed, and the 
disorder became worse than before. 1 

St. XiLUS the younger, 2 of Greek descent, bom at Rossano 
in Calabria 3 (hence Nilus Rossanejisis ), enlightened the darkness 
of the tenth century. He devoted himself, after the death of 
his wife, about 940, to a solitary life, following the model of St. 
Anthony and St. Hilarion, and founded several convents in 
Southern Italy. He was often consulted by dignitaries, and 
answered, like St. Anthony, without respect of person. He 
boldly rebuked Pope Gregory V. and Emperor Otho III. for 
bad treatment of an archbishop. When the emperor after- 
wards offered him any favor he might ask, Nilus replied : u I 
ask nothing from you but that you would save your soul ; for 
you must die like every other man, and render an account to 
God for all your good and evil deeds.” The emperor took the 
crown from his head, and begged the blessing of the aged 
monk. When a dissolute nobleman, who comforted himself 

1 The life of B- was written by Ardo. See the Acta Scmci mens. Februar. 
sub Feb. 12; Mabillon, Acta Sand . ord . & Bened. ; Nicolai, Der heiL Benedict, 
Grander von Aniane und Oomelimunster (Koln, 1865) ; Gfrorer, Kirchenge&ch. 
III. 704 sqq. 

* To distinguish him from the older Nilus, who was a pupil and friend of 
Chrysostom, a fertile ascetic writer and monk on Mt. Sinai (d. about 440). 
There were more than twenty distinguished persons of that name in the Greek 
church. See Allatius, Dialriba do NUi& et Psellis ; Fabricius, BiJbL Or . X. 3. 

* The place where two German scholars, 0. von Gebhardt and Hamack, dis- 
covered the Codex Bossanensis of the Greek Matthew and Mark in the library 
of the archbishop (March, 1879). It dates from the sixth or seventh century, 
is beautifully written in silver letters on very fine purple-colored vellum, and 
was published by 0. von Gebhardt in 1883. See SchafiPs Companion to the Gr. 
T., p. 131, and Gregory’s Prolegomena, 1. 408- 
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with the example of Solomon, asked !Nilus, whether that wise 
king was not saved, the monk replied : “ We have nothing to 
do with Solomon’s fate ; bnt to ms it is said, * Every one that 
looketh on a woman to lost after her hath committed adultery 
with her already in his heart.’ We do not read of Solomon 
that he ever repented like Manasseh.” To questions of idle 
curiosity he returned no answer, or he answered the fool accord- 
ing to his folly. So when one wished to know what kind of an 
apple Adam and Eve ate, to their ruin, he said that it was a 
crab-apple. In his old age he was driven from Calabria by 
invaders, and founded a little convent, Crypta Ferrata, near the 
famous Tusculum of Cicero. There he died peacefully when 
about ninety-six years old, in 1005. 1 

St. Romuald, the founder of the order of Camaldoli, was 
bom early in the tenth century at Ravenna, of a rich and noble 
family, and entered the neighboring Benedictine convent of 
Classis, in his twentieth year, in order to atone, by a severe 
penance of forty days, for a murder which his father had com- 
mitted against a relative in a dispute about property. He 
prayed and wept almost without ceasing. He spent three years 
in this convent, and afterwards led the life of a roaming hermit. 
He imposed upon himself all manner of self-mortification, to 
defeat the temptations of the devil. Among his devotions was 
the daily repetition of the Psalter from memory; a plain her- 
mit, Marinus, near Venice, had taught him this mechanical 
performance and other ascetic exercises with the aid of blows. 
Wherever he went, he was followed by admiring disciples. He 
was believed to be endowed with the gift of prophecy and 
miracles, yet did not escape calumny. Emperor OthoIH. paid 

1 Ada Sanctorum, vol. XXVI. Sept 26 (with the Greek text of a biography 
of the saint by a disciple). Alban Butler, Lives of the Saints, Sept. 26. Nean- 
der, III. 420 sqq. (Germ. ed. IV. 307-315). The convent of Crypta Ferrata 
possesses a valuable library, which was used by distinguished antiquarians as 
Mabillon, Montfeueon, Angelo Mai, and Bom Pitra. Among its treasures are 
several MSS. of parts of the Greek Testament, to which Dean Buigon calls 
attention in The Revision Revised (Lond. 1883), p. 447. 
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him a visit in the year 1000 on an island near Ravenna. 
Romuald sent missionaries to heathen lands, and went himself 
to the border of Hungary with a number of pupils, but re- 
turned when he was admonished by a severe sickness that he 
was not destined for missionary life* He died in the convent 
Yalle de Castro in 1027. 1 

According to Damiani, who wrote his life fifteen years 
after his death, Romuald lived one hundred and twenty 
years, twenty in the world, three in a convent, ninety-seven as a 
hermit. 2 

The most famous of Romuald’s monastic retreats is Campo 
Maldoli, or Camaldoli in the Appennines, near Arezzo in Tus- 
cany, which he founded about 1009. It became, through the 
influence of Damiani, his eulogist and Hildebrand’s friend, the 
nucleus of a monastic order, which combined the cenobitic and 
eremitic life, and was distinguished by great severity. Pope 
Gregory XVI. belonged to this order. 

§ 84. The Convent of Cluny . 

Marrier and Duchesne : Bibliotheca Cluniacensis. Paris 1614 fol. 
Holsten. : Cod. Regal. Mon . II. 176. Lorain: Essay historique 
sur V abbaye de Cluny . Dijon 1839. Neander III. 417 sqq. 444 sq. 
Friedr. Hurter (Prot. minister in Schaffhausen, afterwards R. 
Cath.) : Gesch. Fapst Innocenz des Dritten (second ed. Hamb. 1844), 
vol. TV. pp. 22-55. 

After the decay of monastic discipline during the ninth and 

1 His death occurred June 19, but his principal feast was appointed by 
Clement VIII. on tbe seventh of February. “His body,” says Alban Butler, 
“ was found entire and uncorrupt five years after his death, and again in 1466. 
But his tomb being sacrilegiously opened and his body stolen in 1480, it fell 
to dust, in which state it was translated to Fabriano, and there deposited in the 
great church, all but the remains of one arm, sent to Camaldoli. God has 
honored his relics with many miracles." 

2 Vita S- Romualdi, c. 69, in Damiani’s Opera II. f. 1006, in Migne’s edition 
(Patrol. Tom. 145, f. 953-1008). He adds ; te Nunc inter vivos codestis Hierusa- 
le m lapides meffaMiter rutilat, cum ignitis beatorum spirituum tunrris exukat , candid 
dmimi stola tmrnorfalitatis induitwr, et ab ipso rege regum vibrante m perpetuum 
diademate coronatwr.’’ 
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tenth centuries, a reformation proceeded from the convent of 
Cltwy in Burgundy, and affected the whole church. 1 

It was founded by the pious Duke William of Aqoitania in 
■910, to the honor of St. Peter and St. Paul, on the basis of the 
rule of St. Benedict. 

Count Bruno (d. 927) was the first abbot, and introduced 
severe discipline. His successor Odo (927-941), first a soldier, 
then a clergyman of learning, wisdom, and saintly character, 
became a reformer of several Benedictine convents. Neander 
praises his enlightened views on Christian life, and his superior 
estimate of the moral, as compared with the miraculous, power 
of Christianity. Aymardus (Aymard, 941-948), who resigned 
when he became blind, Majolus (Maieul to 994), who declined 
the papal crown, Odilo, surnamed “the Good” (to 1048), and 
Hugo (to 1109), continued in the same spirit. The last two 
exerted great influence upon emperors and popes, and inspired 
the reformation of the papacy and the church. It was at 
Cluny that Hildebrand advised Bishop Bruno of Toul (Leo 
IX.), who had been elected pope by Henry III., to seek first a 
regular election by the clergy in Borne; and thus foreshadowed 
his own future conflict with the imperial power. Odilo intro- 
duced the Treuga Dei and the festival of All Souls. Hugo, 
Hildebrand’s friend, ruled sixty years, and raised the convent 
to the summit of its fame. 

Cluny was the centre (arehimonaderium) of the reformed Bene- 
dictine convents, and its head was the chief abbot (archiabbas). 
It gave to the church many eminent bishops and three popes 
(Gregory VII., Urban II., and Pascal IL). In the time of 
its highest prosperity it ruled over two thousand monastic 
establishments. The daily life was regulated in all its details; 
silence was imposed for the greater part of the day, during 
which the monks communicated only by signs; strict obedience 

1 Cluny or Clugny (Clvniaam) is twelve miles northwest of Macon. The 
present town has about four thousand inhabitants. Its chief interest consists 
in the remains of mediaeval architecture. 
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ruled within ; hospitality and benevolence were freely exercised 
to the poor and to strangers, who usually exceeded the cumber 
of the monks. During a severe famine Odilo exhausted the 
magazines of the convent, and even melted the sacred vessels, 
and sold the ornaments of the church and a crown which Henry 
II. had sent him from Germany. The convent stood directly 
under the pope’s jurisdiction, and was highly favored with 
donations and privileges. 1 The church connected with it was 
the largest and richest in France (perhaps in all Europe), and 
admired for its twenty-five altars, its bells, and its costly works 
of art. It was founded by Hugo, and consecrated seventy 
years afterwards by Pope Innocent II. under the administration 
of Peter the Venerable (1131). 

The example of Cluny gave rise to other monastic orders, 
as the Congregation of the Vallombrosa ( VaUis umbrosa), 
eighteen miles from Florence, founded by St. John Gualbert 
in 1038, and the Congregation of Hirsau in Wurttemberg, in 
1069. 

But the very feme and prosperity of Cluny proved a tempta- 
tion and cause of decline. An unworthy abbot, Pontius, wasted 
the funds, and was at last deposed and excommunicated by the 
pope as a robber of the church. Peter the Venerable, the 
friend of St. Bernard and kind patron of the unfortunate 
Abelard, raised Cluny by his wise and long administration 
(1122-1156) to new life and the height of prosperity. He 
increased the number of monks from 200 to 460, and connected 
314 convents with the parent institution. In 1245 Pope Inno- 
cent IV., with twelve cardinals and all their clergy, two 
patriarchs, three archbishops, eleven bishops, the king of 
France, the emperor of Constantinople, and many dukes, counts 
and knig hts with their dependents were entertained in the 

i The wealth of the abbey was proverbial. Harter quotes from Lorain the 
saying in Burgundy: 

“Ento vl pays mile vent vente, 

E Abbaye de CUrny a rente.’’ 
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buildings of Cluny. 1 This was the end of its prosperity. 
Another decline followed, from which Cluny never entirely 
recovered. The last abbots were merely ornamental, and wasted 
two-thirds of the income at the court of France. The French 
Revolution of 1789 swept tire institution out of existence, and 
reduced the once famous buildings to ruins; but restorations 
have since been made. 2 

A similar reformation of monasticism and of the clergy was 
attempted and partially carried out in England by St. Dunstan 
( 925-May 19, 988), first as abbot of Glastonbury, then as 
bishop of Winchester and London, and last as archbishop of 
Canterbury (961) and virtual ruler of the kingdom. A monk 
of the severest type and a churchman of iron will, he enforced 
the Benedictine rule, filled the leading sees and richer livings 
with Benedictines, made a crusade against clerical marriage 
(then the rule rather than the exception), hoping to correct the 
immorality of the priests by abstracting them from the world, 
and asserted the theocratic rule of the church over the civil 
power under Kings Edwy and Edgar; but his excesses called 
forth violent contentions between the monks and the seculars in 
England. He was a forerunner of Hildebrand and Thomas a 
Becket. 3 


1 Hnrter, l. e. p. 45. 

* The material of the church was sold during the Revolution for not much 
more than 100,000 francs. When Napoleon Bonaparte passed through Macon, 
he was invited to visit Cluny, but declined with the answer: “You have al- 
lowed your great and beautiful church to be sold and ruined, you are a set of 
Yandals ; I shall not visit Cluny.” Lorain, as quoted by Hnrter, p. 47. The 
last abbot of Cluny was Cardinal Dominicus de la Rochefaucauld, who died in 
exile a.d. 1800. 

* See Dunstan’s life in the Ada Sonet, for May 19; and in Butler’s Lines of 
the Saints, under the same date. Comp. Wharton, Anglia Sacra, IL ; Lingard 
Hist of the Anglo-Saxon Church; Soames, Anglo-Saxon Church; Lappenberg, 
Gesch. ton England; Hook, Archbishops of Canterbury; Milman, Latin Chris- 
tianity, Bk. Y1L, ch. 1; Hardwick; Robertson; also Lea, History of Sacerdotal 
CkUboey. 
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CHURCH DISCIPLINE. 

Comp. vol. II. g 57 (p. 187 sqq.), and vol. IIL g 68 (p. 356 sqq.) 

§ 85. The Penitential Books . 

H The Acts of Councils, the Capitularies of Charlemagne and his suc- 
cessors, and the Penitential Books, especially that of Theodore of 
Canterbury, and that of Borne. See Migne’s Patrol . Tom. 99, fol. 
001-983. 

II. Friedr. Ktjnstmann (3£. C.) : Die laiein . Ponitentialbucher der Angel - 
sachsen . Mainz 1841. F. W. H. Wasserschleben : Bussordnungen 
der abendland. Kirche. Halle 1851. Steitz : Das rom. Buss-Sacra- 
ment. Frankf. 1854. Frank (B.. C.) : Die Bussdisciplin der Kirche. 
Mainz 1867. Probst (R. C.) : Sderamente und Sacramental ien . 
Tubingen 1872. Ha dp an and Sttjbbs : Councils and Ecclesiastical 
Documents relating to Great Britain and Ireland , vol. III. Oxf. 1871. 
H. Jos. Schmitz (R. C.) : Die Bussbucher und die Bussdisciplin 
der Kirche. Nach handschrifU . Quetten. Mainz 1883 (XVT. and 
864 p.). Comp, the review of this book by Wassersehleben in the 
lt Theol. Literatnrzeitnng,” 1883, fol. 614 sqq. 

Bingham, Bk XIV. Smith and Cheetham, II. 608 sqq. (Penitential 
Books). Herzog,* III. 20 sqq. (Bussbucher). Wetzer and Welte* 
II. 209-222 ( Beichtbucher ) ; H. 1561-1590 (Bussdisciplin). 

Comp. lit. in g 87. 

The discipline of the Catholic church is based on the power 
of the keys intrusted to the apostles and their successors* and 
includes the excommunication and restoration of delinquent 
members. It was originally a purely spiritual jurisdiction, but 
after the establishment of Christianity as the national religion, 
it began to affect also the civil and temporal condition of the 
subjects of punishment. It obtained a powerful hold upon the 
public mind from the universal belief of the middle ages that 
the visible church* centering in the Roman papacy, was by 
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divine appointment the dispenser of eternal salvation, and that 
expulsion from her communion, unless followed by repentance 
and restoration, meant eternal damnation. No heresy or sect 
ever claimed this power. 

Discipline was very obnoxious to the wild and independent 
spirit of the barbaric races. It was exercised by the bishop 
through synodical courts, which were held annually in the 
dominions of Charlemagne for the promotion of good morals. 
Charlemagne ordered the bishops to visit their parishes once a 
year, and to inquire into cases of incest, patricide, fratricide, 
adultery, and other vices contrary to the laws of God. 1 Similar 
directions were given by Synods in Spain and England. The 
more extensive dioceses were divided into several archdeaconries. 
The archdeacons represented the bishops, and, owing to this 
dose connection, they possessed a power and jurisdiction superior 
to that of the priests. Seven members of the congregation 
were entrusted with a supervision, and had to report to the 
inquisitorial court on the state of religion and morals. Offences 
both ecclesiastical and civil were punished at once with fines, 
fasting, pilgrimages, scourging, imprisonment. The civil au- 
thorities aided the bishops in the exercise of discipline. Public 
offences were visited with public penance; private offences 
were confessed to the priest, who immediately granted absolu- 
tion on certain conditions. 

The discipline of the Latin church in the middle ages is laid 
down in the so-called “ Penitential Books.” 2 They regulate the 
order of penitence, and prescribe spedfic punishments for certain 
sins, as drunkenness, fornication, avarice, perjury, homicide, 
heresy, idolatry. The material is mostly derived from the writ- 
ings of the fathers, and from the synodical canons of Ancyra 
(314), Neocaesarea (314), Nicsea (325), Gangra (362), and of the 

1 See the passages in Gieseler EL 55 (Harpers’ ed.) The Synodical coarts 
were called Sendgeriehte (a corruption from Sfynod). 

* Liber Pcemtentudis, Pccmlentiale . , Onifessionale, Leges Pmdtentkm, Jvdiaa 
Pecamtuan. 
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[North African, Frankish, and Spanish councils down to the 
seventh century. The common object of these PenitentiaJs is 
to enforce practical duties and to extirpate the ferocious and 
licentious passions of heathenism. They present a very dark 
picture of the sins of the flesh. They kept alive the sense of 
a moral government of God, who punishes every violation of 
his law, but they lowered the sense of guilt by fostering the 
pernicious notion that sin may be expiated by mechanical exer- 
cises and by the payment of a sum of money. 

There were many such books, British, Irish, Frankish, 
Spanish, and Roman. The best known are the Anglo-Saxon 
penitentials of the seventh and eighth centuries, especially that 
of Theodore, archbishop of Canterbury (669-690). He was a 
Greek by birth, of Tarsus in Cilicia, and reduced the dis- 
ciplinary rules of the East and West to a system. He was not 
the direct author of the book which bears his name, but it was 
drawn up under his direction, published during his life-time 
and by his authority, and contains his decisions in answer to 
various questions of a priest named Eoda and other persons on 
the subject of penance and the whole range of ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline. The genuine text has recently been brought to light 
from early MSS. by the combined labors of German and 
English scholarship. 1 The introduction and the book itself are 
written in barbarous Latin. Traces of the Greek training of 
Theodore may be seen in the references to St. Basil and to 
Greek practices. Next to Theodore’s collection there are Peni- 
tentials under the name of the venerable Bede (d. 7S5), and of 
Egbert, archbishop of York (d. 767). 2 

1 By Prof. W asserschleben of Halle, 1851 (from several Continental MSS.), 
and Canon Haddan and Prof. Stubbs, Oxford, 1871, (III. 173-203) from a Cam- 
bridge MS. of the 8th centoy. The texts of the earlier editions of Theodori 
Posnitentiale by Spelman (1639), D’Achery (1669), Jaqnes Petit (1677, reprinted 
in Migne’s Patrol . 1851, Tom. 99), Thorpe (1840), and Kunstmann (1844) axe 
imperfect or spurious. The question of authorship and of the MS. sources is 
learnedly discussed in a note by Haddan and Stubbs, III. 173 sq. See ex 
tracts in the Notes. 

* Both are given in Haddan and Stubbs, CbunciZs, etc. HX326sqq.and 413 cqq. 
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The earliest Frankish penitential is the work of Columban, 
the Irish missionary (d. 615). He was a severe monastic dis- 
ciplinarian and gave prominence to corporal punishment among 
the penalties for offences. The Cummean Penitential (Pcenit. 
Cammeani ) is of Seotch-Irish origin, and variously assigned to 
Coliunba of Iona (about 597), to Cumin, one of his disciples, or 
to Cummean, who died in Columban's monastery at Bobbio 
(after 711). Haltigar, bishop of Cambray, in the ninth century 
(about 829) published a “ Roman Penitential/' professedly 
derived from Roman archives, but in great part from Columban, 
and Frankish sources. An earlier work which bears the name 
“Pcenitentiale Romanum” from the first part of the eighth 
century, has a more general character, but its precise origin is 
uncertain. The term “ Roman" was used to designate the 
quality of a class of Penitentials which enjoyed a more than local 
authority. 1 Rabanus Maurus (d. 855) prepared a “Liber 
Poenitentim” at the request of the archbishop Otgar of Mayence 
(841). Almost every diocese had its own book of the kind, but 
the spirit and the material were substantially the same. 

NOTES. 

As specimens of these Penitential Books, we give the first two chapters 
from the first book of the Pcenitentiale Tkeodori (Archbishop of Canter- 
bury), as printed in Haddan and Stubbs, Councils and Eccles. Doc . rela- 
ting to Great Britain and Ireland , vol. Ulrd. p. 177 sqq. We insert a 
few better readings from other MSS. used by Wasserschleben. 

L De Crapula et Ebrietate. 

1. Si guts Eptscopus aut aliquis ordinatus in consuetudine vitium habuerit 
ebrietatis , aut desinat aut deponatur ■. 

2. Si monachus pro ebrietate mmitum facit , XXX. dies penitent. 

3. SipresbUer aut diaconuspro ebrietate , XL. dies peniteat. 

4. Si vero pro infirmitate aut quia longo tempore se abstinuerit , et in 
consuetudine non erit ei multum bibere v el manducare, aut pro gaudio in 
Natale Domini aut in Pascha aut pro aticujus Sanctorum commemoratione 

1 This is the view of Wasserschleben, while Schmitz thinks that the Pceni- 
teniiale Bpmamtm was originally intended for the Roman church, and that the 
Western Penitentials are derived from it. 
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faciebat, et tunc plus non accipit qttam decretum rrt a senior ibus, nihil nocet. 
Si Episcopus juberit, non nocet iUi, nisi ipse similiter facial. 

5. St la Letts fidelis pro ebnetate vomitumjaci XV. dies peniieat. 

6. Qui vero inebriatur contra Domini interdictum , si votum sondiiatis 
hahuerit VII. dies in pane et aqua, LXX. sine piuguedine peniteat; laid 
sine cervisa [cer vista]. 

7. Qui per neqnitiam inebriat alium, XL. dies peniteat. 

8. Qui pro satietate vomitum facit , III. diebus [dies] peniteat. 

9. Si cum sacrifido communionis , VII. dies peniteat ; si infirmiiatis 
causa, sine culpa. 


U. De Fornicatione. 

1. Si quis fomicaverit cum virgine, I. anno peniieat. Si cum marita t 
HII. annos, II. integros, II. alios in XL. mis. III. bus., et III. dies in 
ebdomada peniteat. 

2. Qui sepe cum musculo aut cum pecude fornicat, X. annos ut peniteret 
judicavit. 

3. Item aliud. Qui cum pecoribus coierit , XV annos peniteat. 

4. Qui coierit cum masculopost XX. annum, XV. annos peniteat. 

5. Si masculus cum masculo fomicaverit , X. annos peniteat. 

6. Sodomites VII. annos peniieat [ peniteant ]; molles [et mollis ] sicut 
adultera. 

7. Item hoc; virile seel us semel faciens ITIL annos peniteat ; si in con - 
suetudine fuerit, ut Basilius dicit s XV. Si sine, sustinens unum annum ut 
mulier. Sipuer sit, primo II. bus annis ; si Herat HU. 

8- Si in femoribus , annum I. vel. III. XL. mas. 

9. Si se ipsum coinguinat, XL. dies [peniteat] 

10. Qui concupiscit fomicari [ fomicare ] sed non potest, XL. dies vet 
XX. peniteat. Si frequentaverit, sipuer sit, XX. dies, vel vapuletur. 

11. Pueri qui fomicantur inter se ipsos judicavit ut vapulentur. 

12. Mulier cum mulierefomicando [si., fomicaverit], III \ annos peniteat. 

13. Si sola cum se ipsa coitum hcibd, sic peniteat. 

14. TJna penitentia est viduae et puellce . Majorem meruit quae drum 
habet , si fomicaverit. 

15. Qui semen in os miserit, VII annos peniteat : hoc pessimum malum. 
Alias ab eojudicatum est ut arribo usque in finem vitae peniteant ; vel XXII. 
annos, vel ut superius VII. 

16. Si cum moire quis fomicaverit, XV. annos peniteat, et nunquam, 
mutat [mutet] nisi Dominicis diebus: et hoc tom profanum incertwm 
[ incestum ] ab eo similiter alio modo didtur ut cum peregrinations perenni 
FIT. annos peniteat. 

17. Qui cum sorore formeatur , XV. annos peniteat, eo modo quo superius 
: de matre didtur, sed et istud XV. alias in canone confirmavit ; unde non 
ahsorde XV. anni ad matrem trameunt qui scribuntur. 

18. Qui sepe fomicaverit , primus canon judicavit X annos penitere ; 
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seeundus canon VIL; sedpro infirmitate kominis, per consilium dixerunt 
HI* annos penitere. 

19. Si f rater cum fratre naturali fomicaverit per commixtionem camis , 
XY* annos ab omni came abstineat 

20. Si mater cum filio mo pardulo fornicationem imitator, UL annos se 
abstineat a came, et diem unum jejunet in ebdomada, id est , usque ad 
vesperum. 

21- Qui inluddur fornicaria cogitatione , peniteat usque dum cogitatio 
superetur. 

22. Qui diligit feminam mente, venian petai ab eo [a Deo ] id est . de 
amort et amieitia si dixerit si non est susceptus ab ea, VIL dies peniteat” 

The remaining chapters of the first book treat De Avariiia Furtiva ; 
De Occisione Hominum [De Homicidio] ; De his qui per Heresim decipiun - 
tur ; De Perjurio ; De multis et diversis Malis ; De diverso Lapso servorum 
Dei ; De his qui degraduntur vel ordinari non possunt; De JBaptizatis bis, 
qualiter peniteant ; De his qui damnant Dominicam et indicia jefunia 
ecclesice Dei; De communions Eucharistioc vel Sacrificio ; De Reconcilm- 
tione; De Penitentia Nubentium specialiter; De Cultura Idoiorum. The 
last chapter shows how many heathen superstitions prevailed in con- 
nection with gross immorality, which the church endeavored to counteract 
by a mechanical legalism- The second book treats De Ecclesice Ministerio ; 
De tribus gradibus; De OrdinaMone; De Baptismo et Confirmatione ; De 
Missa Defunctorum , etc. 

§ 86. Ecclesiastical Punishments . Excommunication, Anathema , 

Interdict . 

Frieorich Kober (B. G-) : Der Kirchenbann nach den Grundsdtzen des 
canonischen Bechts dargesteUt . Tubingen 1857 (560 pages). By the 
same author : Die Suspension der Kirchendiener. Tub. 1862. 

Henry C. Lea: Excommunication , in his Studies in Church History 
(Philadelphia 1869), p. 223-475. 

The severest penalties of the church were excommunication, 
anathema, and interdict. They were fearful weapons in the 
hands of the hierarchy during the middle ages, when the 
church was believed to control salvation, and when the civil 
power enforced her decrees by the strong arm of the law. The 
pnnishment ceases with repentance, which is followed by abso- 
lution. The sentence of absolution must proceed from the 
bishop who pronounced the sentence of excommunication ; but 
in articulo mortis every priest can absolve on condition of 
obedience in case of recovery. 
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1. ExcmiMUNiCATiox was the exclusion from the sacra- 
ments, especially the communion. In the dominions of Charle- 
magne it was accompanied with civil disabilities, as exclusion 
from secular tribunals, and even with imprisonment and seizure 
of property. A bishop could excommunicate any one who 
refused canonical obedience. But a bishop could only be 
excommunicated by the pope, and the }>ope by no power on 
earth. 1 The sentence was often accompanied with awful curses 
upon the bodies and souls of the offender. The popes, as they 
towered above ordinary bishops, surpassed them also in the art 
of cursing, and exercised it with shocking profanity. Thus 
Benedict VIII., who crowned Emperor Henry II. (a. i>. 1014), 
excommunicated some reckless vassals of William II., Count 
of Provence, who sought to lay unhallowed hands upon the 
property of the monastery of St. Giles, 2 and consigned them to 
Satan with terrible imprecations, although he probably thought 
he was only following St. Peter’s example in condemning 
Ananias and Sapphira, and Simon Magus. 3 

1 But during the papal schism, the rival popes excommunicated each other, 
and the Council of Constance deposed them. 

* Aegidius (A lyldcog ) ; Italian : Sant Egidio ; French : S. Grilles. He was an 
abbot and confessor in France during the reign of Charles Martel or earlier, 
and much more celebrated than reliably known. He is the special patron of 
cripples, and his tomb was much visited by pilgrims from all parts of France, 
England and Scotland. Almost every county in England has churches named 
in his honor, amounting in all to 146. See Smith and Wace I. 47 sqq. 

3 Bened. Papae VIII. Epist. 32 (ad Guilldmum Comitem ). In Migne’s Patrol. 
T. 139, fol. 1630-32- Lea translates it in part, l. e p. 337- * Benedict Bishop, 
Servant of the servants of God, to Count William and his mother, the Countess 

Adelaide, perpetual grace and apostolic benediction Let them [who a - 

tempted to rob the monastery] be accursed in their bodies, and let their souls 
he delivered to destruction and perdition and torture. Let them be damn ed 
with the damned : let them be scourged with the ungrateful ; let them perish 
with the proud. Let them be accursed with the Jews who, seeing the 
incarnate Christy did not believe but sought to crucify Him. Let them be 
accursed with the heretics who labored to destroy the church. Let them be 
accursed with those who blaspheme the name of God. Let them be accursed 
with those who despair of the mercy of God. Let them be accursed with 
those who lie damned in Hell. Let them be accursed with the impious and 
sinners unless they amend their ways, and confess themselves in fenli towards 
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“ Hardened sinners ” (says Lea) “ might despise such impre- 
cations, but their effect oir believers was necessarily unutterable, 
when, amid the gorgeous and impressive ceremonial of worship, 
the bishop, surrounded by twelve priests bearing flaming 
candles, solemnly recited the awful words which consigned the 
evil-doer and all his generation to eternal torment with such 
fearful amplitude and reduplication of malediction, and as the 
sentence of perdition came to its climax, the attending priests 
simultaneously cast their candles to the ground and trod them 
out, as a symbol of the quenching of a human soul in the 
eternal night of hell. To this was added the expectation, 
amounting almost to a certainty, that Heaven would not wait 
for the natural course of events to confirm the judgment thus 
pronounced, but that the maledictions would be as effective in 
thi3 world as in the next. Those whom spiritual terrors could 
not subdue thus were daunted by the fearful stories of the 
judgment overtaking the hardened sinner who dared to despise 
the dread anathema.” 

St. Giles. Let them be accursed in the four quarters of the earth. In the 
East he they accursed, and in the West disinherited ; in the North interdicted, 
and in the South excommunicate. Be they accursed in the day-time and 
excommunicate in the night-time. Accursed be they at home and ex- 
communicate abroad; accursed in standing and excommunicate in sitting; 
accursed in eating, accursed in drinking, accursed in sleeping, and excom- 
municate in waking; accursed when they work and excommunicate when 
they rest. Let them be accursed in the spring time and excommunicate in 
die summer; accursed in the autumn and excommunicate in the winter. Let 
them be accursed in this world and excommunicate in the next. Let their 
lands pass into the hands of the stranger, their wives be given over to perdi- 
tion, and their children fall before the edge of the sword. Let what they eat 
he accursed, and accursed be what they leave, so that he who eats it shall be 
accursed. Accursed and excommunicate be the priest who shall give them 
the body and blood of the Lord, or who shall visit them in sickness. Accursed 
and excommunicate be he who shall carry them to the grave and shall dare 
to busy them. Let them be excommunicate and accursed with all curses if 
they do not make amends and render due satisfaction. And know this for 
truth, that after our death no bishop near count, near any secular power shall 
usurp the seigniory of the blessed St Giles. And if any presume to attempt 
it, borne down by all the foregoing curses, they never shall enter the kingdom 
of Heaven, for the blessed St Giles committed his monastery to the lordship 
of the blessed Peter,” 
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2. The Anathema is generally used in the same sense as 
excommunication or separation from church communion and 
church privileges. But in a narrower sense, it means the 
“greater” excommunication, 1 which excludes from all Christian 
intercourse and makes the offender an outlaw; while the “'minor” 
excommunication excludes only from the sacrament. Such a 
distinction was made by Gratian and Innocent III. The 
anathema was pronounced with more solemn ceremonies. The 
Council of Nicsea, 835, anathematized the Arians, and the 
Council of Trent, 1563, closed with three anathemas on all 
heretics. 

3. The Interdict 2 extended over a whole town or diocese or 
district or country, and involved the innocent with the guilty. 
It was a suspension of religion in public exercise, including even 
the rites of marriage and burial ; only baptism and extreme 
unction could be performed, and they only with closed doors. 
It cast the gloom of a funeral over a country, and made people 
tremble in expectation of the last judgment. This exceptional 
punishment began in a small way in the fifth century. St. 
Augustin justly reproved Auxilius, a brother bishop, who abused 
his power by excommunicating a whole family for the offence of 
the head, and Pope Leo the Great forbade to enforce the penally 
on any who was not a partner in the crime. 3 But the bishops 
and popes of the middle ages, from the eleventh to the thirteenth 
century, thought otherwise, and resorted repeatedly to this 
extreme remedy of enforcing obedience. They had some basis 
for it in the custom of the barbarians to hold the family or tribe 
responsible for crimes committed by individual members. 

1 Corresponding to the Cherem, as distinct from Niddui (i. e. separation), in 
the Jewish Synagogue. See J. Lightfoot, De AiuzthemcUe Manmatha, and the 
commentators on Gal. 1 : 8, 9 (especially Wieseler). 

* Interdiction, or proh&ntio offidorum divmorum r prohibition of public worship. 
A distinction is made between vnierd. per&mate for particular persons ; locale for 
& place or district ; and generate for whole countries and kingdoms. 

* Aug. Ep. 250, $ 1 ; Leo, Bp . X. cap. 8 — quoted by Gieseler, and Lea, p. 301. 
St Basil of Gaearea is sometimes quoted as the inventor of the interdict but 
not justly. See Lea, p. 302 note. 
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The first conspicuous examples of inflicting the Interdict 
occurred in France. Bishop Leudovald of Bayeux, after con- 
sulting with his brother bishops, closed in 586 all the churches 
of Rouen and deprived the people of the consolations of religion 
until the murderer of Pretextatus, Bishop of Rouen, who was 
slain at the altar by a hireling of the savage queen Fredegunda, 
should be discovered. 1 Hincmar of Laon inflicted the interdict 
on his diocese (869), but Hincmar of Rheims disapproved of it 
and removed it. The synod of Limoges (Limoisin), in 1031, 
enforced the Peace of God by the interdict in these words which 
were read in the church: “We excommunicate all those noble- 
men ( milite8 ) in the bishopric of Limoges who disobey the 
exhortations of their bishop to hold the Peace. Let them and 
their helpers be accursed, and let their weapons and horses be 
accursed! Let their lot be with Cain, Dathan, and Abiram! 
And as now the lights are extinguished, so their joy in the 
presence of angels shall be destroyed, unless they repent and 
make satisfaction before dying.” The Synod ordered that 
public worship be closed, the altars laid bare, crosses and 
ornaments removed, marriages forbidden; only clergymen, 
beggars, strangers and children under two years could be buried, 
and only the dying receive the communion; no clergyman or 
layman should be shaved till the nobles submit. A signal in 
the church on the third hour of the day should call aft to fall 
on their koees to pray. All should be dressed in mourning. 
The whole period of the interdict should be observed as a con- 
tinued fast and humiliation. 1 

The popes employed this fearful weapon against disobedient 
kings, and sacrificed the spiritual comforts of whole nations to 
their hierarchical ambition. Gregory VII. laid the province of 
Gnesen under the interdict, because King Bolislaw XT. had 
murdered bishop Stanislaus of Cracow with his own hand. 

1 Gregory of Tones, BitL Franc. VHL 31. 

* Cone. Lemovieense IL See Mama XIX. 541; Hardain VI. p. 1, 885; 
Hefele IV. 693-695 ; Gieseler IL 199 note 12. 
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Alexander II. applied it to Scotland (1180), because the king 
refused a papal bishop and expelled him from the country. 
Innocent III. suspended it over France (1200), because king 
Philip Augustus had cast off his lawful wife and lived with a 
concubine. 1 The same pope inflicted this punishment upon 
England (March 23, 1208), hoping to bring King John (Lack- 
land) to terms. The English interdict lasted over six years 
during which all religious rites were forbidden except baptism, 
confession, and the viaticum. 

Interdicts were only possible in the middle ages when the 
church had unlimited power. Their frequency and the impos- 
sibility of full execution diminished their power until they fell 
into contempt and were swept out of existence as the nations of 
Europe outgrew the discipline of priestcraft and awoke to a 
sense of manhood. 

§ 87. Penance and Indulgence . 

Nath. Marshall (Canon of Windsor and translator of Cyprian, d. 
1729) : The Penitential Discipline of the Primitive Church for the first 
400 years after Christ, together with its declension from the fifth century 
downward to its present state . London 1714. A new ed, in the 
"Lib. of Anglo-Cath. TheoL” Oxford 1844. 

Eds. Amort: De Origine, Progressu, Valore ac Fructu hdulgentiarum. 
Aug. Vindel. 1735 foL 

Muratori : De RedemMone Peccatorum et de IndulgenHarum Origine, in 
Tom. V. of his Antiguitates ItaMcce Medii AevL MedioL 1741. 

Joh. B. Hirscher (R. C.) : Die Lehre vom Ablass. Tubingen, 5th ed. 
1844. 

G. E. Steitz: Das romische Buss-Sacrament, nach seinem bibl. Grande 
und seiner gesch. Entwicklung . Frankf. a. M. 1854 (210 pages). 

VAL. Grone (R. C.) : Der Ablass, seine Geschichte und Bedeutung in der 
HeUsokonamie. Regensb. 1863. 

Domin. Palmieri (R. C.) : Tradat. de Poemt. Romae 1879. 

George Mead: Art Penitence, in Smith and Cheetham IL 1586-1608. 
Wildt, (R. C.): Ablass , in Wetzer and Welte* I. 94-111; BeicMe 
and Beichtsiegel, II. 221-261. Mejer in Herzog* L 90-92. For ex- 
tracts from sources comp. Gieseler IL 105 sqq.; 193 sqq.; 515 sqq. 
(Am. ed.) 

1 See the graphic description of the effects of this interdict upon the state of 
society, in Harter’s Innocenz LZZ, voL L 372-386. 
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For the authoritative teaching of the Roman church on the Sa or amentum 
JPasnitentice see Cone. Trident. Sess. XIV. held 1551. 

The word repentance or penitence is an insufficient rendering 
for the corresponding Greek meianoia, which means a radical 
change of mind or conversion from a sinful to a godly life, and 
includes, negatively, a turning away from sin in godly sorrow 
(repentance in the narrower sense) and, positively, a turning to 
Christ by faith with a determination to follow him. 1 The call 
to repent in this sense was the beginning of the preaching both 
of John the Baptist, and of Jesus Christ. 2 

In the Latin church the idea of repentance was externalized 
and identified with certain outward acts of self-abasement or self- 
punishment for the expiation of sin. The public penance before 
the church went out of use during the seventh or eighth century, 
except for very gross offences, and was replaced by private 
penance and confession. 3 The Lateran Council of 121 5 under 
Pope Innocent III. made it obligatory upon every Catholic 
Christian to confess to his parish priest at least once a year. 4 

Penance, including auricular confession and priestly absolu- 
tion, was raised to the dignity of a sacrament for sins committed 

1 Penitence is from the Latin pcmitentia, and this is derived from poena, rrocvq 
(compensation, satisfaction, punishment). Jerome introduced the word, or rather 
retained it, in the Latin Bible, for perdvoia, and pcemtentiam agere for fieravoeiv . 
Hence the Douay version : to do penance. Augustin, Isidor, R&banus Maurns, 
Peter Lombard, and the R. Catholic theologians connect the term with the 
penal idea (poena, punitio) and make it cover the whole penitential discipline. 
The English repentance, to repent t and the German Bnsse, Basse thun follow the 
Vulgate, but have changed the meaning in evangelical theology in conformity 
to the Greek prravota. 

* Matt 3 1 2; 4: 17; Mark 1. 15. Luther renewed the call in his 95 
Theses which begin with the same idea, in opposition to the traffic in in- 
dulgences. 

* Pope Leo the Great (440-461) was the first prelate in the West who sanc- 
tioned the substitution of the system of secret humiliation by auricular con* 
feasion for the public exomologesxs. Ep. 136. Opera I. 355. 

4 Gan 21 : “ Omnis utriusque sexus fiddis, postquam ad annos discretions s per- 
generic, omnia sua solus pecoata confiteatwr fiddlier, saltern semd in anno, proprio 
saeerdatL” Violation of this law of auricular confession was threatened with 
excommunication and refusal of Christian burial. See Hefele V. 793. 
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after baptism. Tbe theory on -which it rests was prepared by 
the fathers (Tertullian and Cyprian), completed by the schoolmen, 
and sanctioned by the Roman church. It is supposed that bap- 
tism secures perfect remission of past sins, but not of subsequent 
sins, and frees from eternal damnation, but not from temporal 
punishment, which culminates in death or in purgatory. Penance 
is described as a “ laborious kind of baptism,” and is declared 
by the Council of Trent to be necessary to salvation for those 
who have Mien after baptism, as baptism is necessary for those 
who have not yet been regenerated . 1 

The sacrament of penance and priestly absolution includes 
three elements : contrition of the heart, confession by the mouth, 
satisfaction by good works . 2 On these conditions the priest 
grants absolution, not simply by a declaratoiy but by a judicial 
act. The good works required are especially fasting and alms- 
giving. Pilgrimages to Jerusalem, Rome, Tours, Compostella, 
and other sacred places were likewise favorite satisfactions. 
Pete* Damiani recommended voluntary self-flagellation as a 
means to propitiate God. These pious exercises covered in the 
popular mind the whole idea of penance. Piety was measured 
by the quantity of good works rather than by quality of 
character. 

Another mediaeval institution must here be mentioned which 
is closely connected with penance. The church in the West, 

1 Gone. Trid. Seas. XIV. cap. 2 (SchatFs Greeds 1. 143). The Council went 
so far in Canon VL (II. 165) as to anathematize any one "who denies that 
sacramental confession was instituted or is necessary to salvation, of divine 
right; or who says that the manner of confessing secretly to a priest alone, 
which the church has ever observed from the beginning (?), and doth observe, 
is alien from the institution and command of Christ, and is a human inven- 
tion.” 

1 Contritio cordis, eoitfetsio oris, satufactio open*. See Cbne. Trid. Sew. XIV. 
cap. 3-6 ( Greeds , II. 143-153). The usual Eoman Catholic definition of this 
sacrament is: “ Sbmcmentumpamifenfc ® eit sacramentum a Christo insiitotum, quo 
komini eamtrito, eovfesso et satisfactwo ( satssfacere volenti) perjvridieam sacerdotis 
absokdionem peceata post baptismwn commissa, ramttnntur.” Oswald, Die dognusL 
Lehre ton den ML SaeramaUen der kathotischen Exrehe, IL 17 (3rd ed. 
Minister 1870). 
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in her zeal to prevent violence and bloodshed, rightly favored 
the custom of the barbarians to substitute pecuniary com- 
pensation for punishment of an offence, but wrongly applied 
this custom to the sphere of religion. Thus money might be 
substituted for fasting and other satisfactions, and was clothed 
with an atoning efficacy. This custom seems to have proceeded 
from the church of England, and soon spread over the con- 
tinent . 1 It degenerated into a regular traffic, and became a rich 
source for the increase of ecclesiastical and monastic properly. 

Here is the origin of the indulgences so called, that is the remis- 
sion of venial sins by the payment of money and on condition 
of contrition and prayer. The practice was justified by the 
scholastic theory that the works of supererogation of the saints 
constitute a treasury of extra-merit and extra-reward which 
is under the control of the pope. Hence indulgence assumed 
the special meaning of papal dispensation or remission of sin 
from the treasury of the overflowing merits of saints, and this 
power was extended even to the benefit of the dead in pur- 
gatory . 2 

Indulgences may be granted by bishops and archbishops in 
their dioceses, and by the pope to all Catholics. The former 
dealt with it in retail, the latter in wholesale. The first in- 

1 Archbishop Theodore of Canterbury is the reputed author of this commu- 
tation of penance for a money-payment. See his Penitential I. 3 and 4, and 
the seventh penitential canon ascribed to him, in Haddan and Stubbs III. 179, 
180, 211. ‘“Si quk ” says Theodore, “pro vlUone propingui hominem Occident, 
penitent sicut homidda, VII. vd X annos. Si tamen reddere vult propinguis 
pemniam c&ttmationis, levior erit pemtentia, id est, dimidio spatii.” The Synod 
of Clove-ho (probably Abingdon), held under his successor, Cuthbert, for the 
reformation of abuses, in September 747, decreed in the 26th canon that alms 
were no longer to be given for diminishing or commuting the fastings and 
other works of satisfaction. See Haddau and Stubbs, III. 371 sq. 

* This theory was folly developed by Thomas Aquinas and other schoolmen 
(see Gieseler IL 521 sq.), and sanctioned by the Council of Trent in the 25th 
Session, held Dec. 4* 1563 (Greeds II. 205 sq.), although the Council forbids 
a a!l evil gains” and other abuses which have caused “the honorable name of 
indulgences to Be blasphemed by heretics.” The popes still exercise from time 
to time ihe right of granting plenary indulgences, though with greater caution 
than their medieval predecessors. 
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stances of papal indulgence occur in the ninth century under 
Paschalis I. and John VIII. who granted it to those who had 
fallen in war for the defence of the church. Gregory VI. 
in 1046 promised it to all who sent contributions for the repair 
of the churches in Rome. Urban II., at the council of Cler- 
mont (1095), offered to the crusaders u by the authority of the 
princes of the Apostles, Peter and Paul,” plenary indulgence as 
a reward for a journey to the Holy Land. The same offer was 
repeated in every crusade against the Mohammedans and heretics. 
The popes found it a convenient means for promoting their 
power and filling their treasury. Thus the granting of indul- 
gences became a periodical institution. Its abuses culminated 
in the profane and shameful traffic of Tetzel under Leo X. for 
the benefit of St. Peter’s church, but were overruled in the 
Providence of God for the Reformation and a return to the 
biblical idea of repentance. 


NOTE. 

The charge is frequently made against the papal court in the middle 
ages that it had a regulated scale of prices for indulgences, and this is 
based on the Tax Tables of the Roman Chancery published from lime to 
time. Roman Catholic writers (as Lingard, Wiseman) say that the taxes 
are merely fees for the expedition of business and the payment of offi- 
' cials, hut cannot deny the shameful avarice of some popes. The sub- 
ject is fully discussed by Dr. T. L. Green (R. C.), Indulgences , Sacra- 
mental Absolutions , and the Tax- Tables of the Roman Chancery and 
Penitentiary , considered , in reply to the Charge of Venality, London 
(Longmans) 1872, and, on the Protestant side, by Dr. Richard Gibbings 
(Prof of Ch. Hist in the University of Dublin), The Taxes of the Apos- 
tolic Penitentiary; or, the Prices of Sins in the Church of Rome, Dublin 
1872. Gibbings reprints the Taxes Sacrce Pemitentiarioe Romance from the 
Roman ed. of 1510 and the Parisian ed. of 1520, which cover 21 pages in 
Latin, but the greater part of the book (164 pages) is an historical in- 
troduction and polemical discussion. 



CHAPTER T!L 


CHURCH AND STATE* 

Comp. voL m. ch. HI., p. 90 sqq., and the Lit. there quoted. 

§ 88. Legislation . 

MEDTflsvAii Christianity is not a direct continuation of the 1 
ante-Nicene Christianity in hostile conflict with the heathen 
state, but of the post-Nicene Christianity in friendly union with 
a nominally Christian state. The missionaries aimed first at 
the conversion of the rulers of the barbarian races of Western 
and Northern Europe. Augustin, with his thirty monks, was 
provided by Pope Gregory with letters to princes, and ap- 
proached first King Ethelbert and Queen Bertha in Kent. 
Boniface leaned on the pope and Charles Martel. The con- 
version of Clovis decided the religion of the Franks. The 
Christian rulers became at once the patrons of the church 
planted among their subjects, and took Constantine and Theo- 
dosius for their models. They submitted to the spiritual 
authority of the Catholic church, but aspired to its temporal 
government by the appointment of bishops, abbots, and the 
control over church-property. Hence the frequent collisions 
of the two powers, which culminated in the long conflict be- 
tween the pope and the emperor. 

The civil and ecclesiastical relations of the middle ages are 
so closely intertwined that it is impossible to study or under- 
stand the one without the other. In Spain, for instance, the 
synods of Toledo were both ecclesiastical councils and royal 
parliaments ; after the afiairs of the church were disposed of, 

the bishops and nobles met together for the enactment of cavil 
386 
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laws, which were sanctioned by the king. The synods and 
diets held under Charlemagne had likewise a double character. 
In England the bishops were, and are still, members of the 
House of Lords, and often occupied seats in the cabinet down 
to the time of Cardinal Wolsey, who was Archbishop of York 
and Chancellor of England. The religions persecutions of the 
middle ages were the joint work of church and state. 

This union has a bright and a dark side. It was a whole- 
some training-school for barbarous races, it humanized and 
ennobled the state; but it secularized the church and the 
clergy, and hindered* the development of freedom by repressing 
all efforts to emancipate the mind from the yoke of despotic 
power. The church gained a victory over the world, but the 
world gained also a victory over the church. St. Jerome, who 
witnessed the first effects of the marriage of the church with 
the Roman empire, anticipated the experience of later ages, 
when he said : “ The church by its connection with Christian 
princes gained in power and riches, but lost in virtues .” 1 
Dante, who lived in the golden age of the mediaeval hierarchy, 
and believed the fable of the donation of Constantine to Sylves- 
ter, traced the ills of the church to “that marriage-dower” 
which the first wealthy pope received from the first Christian 
emperor. 

The connection of the ecclesiastical and civil powers is em- 
bodied in the legislation which regulates the conduct of man in 
his relations to his fellow-men, and secures social order and 
national welfare. It is an index of public morals as far as it 
presupposes and fixes existing customs; and where it is in 
advance of* popular sentiment, it expresses a moral ideal in the 
mind of the lawgivers to be realized by the educational power 
of legal enactments. 

During the middle ages there were three systems of juris- 
prudence : the Roman law, the Bakbabic law, and the Canon 

1 “ Ecderia postquam ad Chrittiamot pritape* vemt, poientia qvidem et dm&s, 
major, ted vaimMbut minor facta." 
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law. The first two proceeded from civil, the third from 
ecclesiastical authority. The civil law embodies the records 
and edicts of emperors and kings, the enactments of diets and 
parliaments, the decisions of courts and judges. The ecclesias- 
tical law embodies the canons of councils and decretals of 
popes. The former is heathen in origin, but improved and 
modified by Christianity j the latter is the direct production of 
the church, yet as influenced by the state of mediaeval society. 
Both rest on the union of church and state, and mutually sup- 
port each other, but it was difficult to draw the precise line of 
difference, and to prevent occasional collisions of jurisdiction. 

§ 89. The Roman Law. 

See vol. III. 13 and 18, pp. 90 sqq. and 107 sqq. 

Fb. K. von Savkhty (Prof, of jurisprudence in Berlin, d. 1861|«. 
Geschichte des romischen Bechts im Mittdalter . Berlin 1815-’3t, 
6 vole- Chapter 44 of Gibbon on Roman law. Ozanam : Hist, of 
the Civilization in the Fifth Century, ch. V. (vol. 1. 136-158 in Glyrf u 
transl. Loud- 1868). Mtt.man : Lot. Christ. Bk ILL ch. 5 (voL 1. 
479 sqq. N. York od.) 

The Justinian code (527-534) transmitted to the middle ages 
the legislative wisdom and experience of republican and im- 
perial Borne with the humanizing improvements of Stoic philos- 
ophy and the Christian religion, but at the same time with 
penal laws against every departure from the orthodox Catholic 
creed, which was recognized and protected as the only religion 
of the state. It maintained its authority in the Eastern empire. 
It was partly preserved, after the destruction of the Western 
empire, among the Latin inhabitants of Italy, France, and 
Spain, in a compilation from the older Theodosian code (429— 
438), which contained the post-Constantinian laws, with frag- 
ments from earlier collections. 

In the twelfth century the Roman law (after the discovery of 
a copy of the Pandects at Amalfi in 1135, which was after- 
wards transferred to Florence) began to be studied again with 
great enthusiasm. A famous school of civil law was established 
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at Bologna. Similar schools arose in connection with the Uni- 
versities at Paris, Naples, Padua, and other cities. The Roman 
civil law ( Corpus juris civilis », in connection with the ecclesias- 
tical or canon law (Corpus juris canoniei ), was gradually adopted 
all over the Continent of Europe, and the Universities g ran ted 
degrees in both laws conjointly. 

Thus Rome, substituting the law for the sword, ruled the 
world once more for centuries, and subdued the descendants 
of the very barbarians who had destroyed her empire. The 
conquered gave laws to the conquerors, mindful of the prophetic 
line of Virgil: 

" Tu, regere imperio populos, Romane , memento? 

NOTES. 

The anti-heretical part of the Roman law, on which persecution was 
based, is thus summed up by Dean Milman (Bk III. ch. 5; : “A new 
class of crimes, if not introduced by Christianity, became multiplied, 
rigorously defined, mercilessly condemned. The ancient Roman theory, 
that the religion of the State must be the religion of the people, which 
Christianity had broken to pieces by its inflexible resistance, was restored 
in more than its former rigor. The code of Justinian confirmed the laws 
of Theodosius and bis successors, which declared certain heresies, 
Manicheism and Donatism, crimes against the State, as affecting the 
common welfare. The crime was pnnishable by confiscation of all 
property, and incompetency to inherit or to bequeath. Death did not 
secure the bidden heretic from prosecution ; as in high treason, he might 
be convicted in bis grave. Not only was bis testament invalid, but in- 
heritance could not descend through him. All who harbored such 
heretics were liable to punishment; their slaves might desert them, and 
transfer themselves to an orthodox master. The list of proscribed here- 
tics gradually grew wider. The Manicheans were driven still farther 
away from the sympathies of mankind; by one Greek constitution they 
were condemned to capital punishment. Near thirty names of less de- 
tested heretics are recited in a law of Theodosius the younger, to which 
were added, in the time of Justinian, Nestorians, Euty chians, Apol- 
linarians. The books of all these sects were to be burned ; yet the for- 
midable number of these heretics made no doubt the general execution 
of the laws impossible. But the Justinian code, having defined as 
heretics all who do not believe the Catholic faith, declares such heretics, 
as well as Pagans, Jews, and Samaritans, incapable of holding civil or 
military offices, except in the lowest ranks of the latter ; they could 



390 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


attain to no civic dignity which was held in honor, as that of the de- 
fensors, though such offices as were burdensome might be imposed even 
on Jews. The assemblies of all heretics were forbidden, their books 
were to be collected and burned, their rites, baptisms, and ordinations 
prohibited. Children of heretical parents might embrace orthodoxy; 
the males the parent could not disinherit, to the females he was bound 
to give an adequate dowry. The testimony of Manicheans, of Samari- 
tans, and Pagans could not be received ; apostates to any of these sects 
and religions lost all their former privileges, and were liable to all 
penalties.” 


§ 90. The Capitularies of Charlemagne. 

Steph. Baluzitts (Baluze, Prof, of Canon law in Paris, d. 1718): 
Begum Francorum Capitularia , 1677 ; new ed. Paris, 1780, 2 vols. 
Pektz : Monumenta Germanics historica , Tom. Ill (improved ed. of 
the Capitularia ). K. Fr. Eichhork: Deutsche Staais-und Rechtsge- 
schichte, Gottingen, 1808, 4 Parts ; 5th ed. 1844. J. Grimm : Deutsche 
RechUalterthimer , Gottingen 1828. Giesebrecht (I. 800) calls this 
an “unusually rich collection with profound glances into the legal 
life of the German people.” W. Doktstges : Das deutsche Stoats - 
recht und die deutsche Reichsverfassung , Berlin 1842. F. Walther: 
Deutsche Rechtsgesckichte, second ed. Bonn 1857. J. Hillebrand : 
Lehrbuch der deutschen Staats-und Rechtsgesckichte, Leipzig 1856. 
O. Stobbe: Geschichte der deutschen Rechtsquellen, Braunschweig, 
1860 (first Part). W. Giesebrecht : Geschichte der deutschen Kais - 
erzeit, third ed. Braunschweig 1868 sqq. Bd 1. 106-144 

The first and greatest legislator of the Germanic nations is 
Charlemagne, the founder of the Holy Roman Empire (800- 
814). What Constantine the Great, Theodosius the Great, and 
Jnstinian did for the old Roman empire on the basis of heathen 
Rome and the ancient Graeco-Latin church, Charlemagne did for 
the new Roman Empire in the West on the basis of Germanic 
customs and the Latin church centred in the Roman papacy. 
He was greater, more beneficial and enduring in his influence as 
a legislator than as a soldier and conqueror. 1 He proposed to 
himself the herculean task to organize, civilize and Christianize 
the crude barbarian customs of his vast empire, and he carried 
it out with astonishing wisdom. His laws are embodied in the 

1 Hie same may be said of Napoleon I., whose code has outlived his mili- 
tary conquests. 
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Gapitularia , i. e. laws divided into chapters. They are the first 
great law-book of the French and Germans 1 . They contain his 
edicts and ordinances relating to ecclesiastical, political, and civil 
legislation, judicial decisions and moral precepts. The influence 
of the church and the Christian religion is here more direct and 
extensive than in the Homan Code, and imparts to it a theocratic 
element which approaches to the Mosaic legislation. The 
Roman Catholic church with her creed, her moral laws, her 
polity, was the strongest bond of union which held the Western 
barbarians together and controlled the views and aims of the 
emperor. He appears, indeed, as the supreme ruler clothed 
with sovereign authority. But he was surrounded by the clergy 
which was the most intelligent and influential factor in legis- 
lation both in the synod and in the imperial diet. The emperor 
and his nobles were under the power of the bishops, and the 
bishops were secular lords and politicians as well as ecclesiastics. 
The ecclesiastical affairs were controlled by the Apocrisiarius 2 (a 
sort of minister of worship) ; the secular affairs, by the Comes 
Palatii; z both were aided in each province by a delegated bishop 
and count who were to work in harmony. On important 
questions the pope was consulted . 4 The legislation proceeded 
from the imperial will, from ecclesiastical councils, and from the 
diet or imperial assembly. The last consisted of the dignitaries 
of church and state, the court officials, bishops, abbots, dukes, 
counts, etc., and convened every spring. The emperor was 
surrounded at his court by the most eminent statesmen, clergy- 

1 Giesebrecht (1. 128): u Ein Riesensdurtit in der Entwicklung des deut&chm 
Geistes geschah durch Karls Gesetzgebung. . . Mit Ehrfurcfo und hcdigcr Scheu 
schlagt man die Gapitidarien des grossen Kaisers auf, das erste grosse Gesetzbuck 
der Germanen } ein Work, dem mehrerc Jahrhunderte vorher und nachher hem Volk 
dn gldches an die Retie gesetzt haL Das Bild des Kardingischen Staaies tritt uns 
in voder Gegenwdrtigketi Jder vor die Rede; mr sehen, me Grosses earrddti, % vie das 
Hochste erstrebt vnurde.” 

* Also called Archicapellanus, Arekicaneedarius. * Pfidzgraf. 

* Hence many Capitularies are issued “aposfoUccc seeds hortatu, monente Pon- 
tifiee, ex prcecepto Pontificis.” At the Synod of Francfort in 794 two delegates 
of Pope Hadrian were present, but Charlemagne presided. See Mansi XVHL 
884; Pertz, Montm. L 18L 
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men and scholars, from whom he was anxious to learn without 
sacrificing his right to role. His court was a school of discipline 
and of that gentlemanly courtesy and refinement which became a 
distinguishing feature of chivalry, and Charlemagne shone in 
poetry as the first model cavalier. 

The legislation of the Carolingian Capitularies is favorable to 
the clergy, to monasteries, to the cause of good morals and 
religion. The marriage tie is protected, even among slaves; the 
license of divorce restrained ; divorced persons are forbidden to 
marry again during the life-time of the other party. The 
observance of Sunday is enjoined for the special benefit of the 
laboring classes. Ecclesiastical discipline is enforced by penal 
laws in cases of gross sins such as incest. Superstitious customs, 
as consulting soothsayers and the Scriptures for oracles, are dis- 
couraged, but the ordeal is enjoined. Wholesome moral lessons 
are introduced, sometimes in the language of the Scriptures : the 
people are warned against peijury, against feud, against shedding 
Christian blood, against the oppression of the poor (whose cause 
should be heard by the judges before the cause of the rich). 
They are exhorted to learn the Apostles’ Creed and to pray, to 
love one another and to live in peace, "because they have one 
Jather in heaven.” Cupidity is called "a root of all evil” 
Bespect for the dead is encouraged. Hospitality is recommended 
for the reason that he who receives a little child in the name of 
Christ, receives him. 

This legislation was much neglected under the weak successors 
of Charlemagne, but remains a noble monument of his intentions. 


Wnjmsr: Leges Anglo-Saxomcce (1721). Thorpe: Ancient Laws and 
Institutes of England (London 1840). Matthew Hale: History of 
the Common Law (6th ed. by Runnington, 1820). Reeve: History 
qftheEhglishLaw{newed*byFiml 80 nl 8 (>%Svoh.). Blackstoxe: 
Commentaries on the Laws of England (London 1765, many ed. Engl, 
and Amer.). Burst : Ecdesiadical Law (9th ed. by Phillimore, 1842, 
4 vols.). Phillim ore: Ecclesiastical Law of the Church of England 
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(Lond. 1873, 2 vols.). Wm. Strong (Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the U. S.) : Two Lectures upon the Relations of Civil Law to Church 
Property (N. York 1875). 

England never accepted the Homan civil law, and the canon 
law only in part The island in its isolation was protected by 
the sea against foreign influence, and jealous of it. It built up its 
own system of jurisprudence on the basis of Anglo-Saxon habits 
and customs. The English civil law is divided into Common 
Law or lex non scripta (i. e. not written at first), and Statute 
Law or lex scripta . They are related to each other as oral 
tradition and the Bible are in theology. The Common Law 
embodies the ancient general and local customs of the English 
people, handed down by word of mouth from time immemorial, 
and afterwards recorded in the decisions of judges who are 
regarded as the living oracles of interpretation and application, 
and whose decisions must be adhered to in similar cases of litiga- 
tion. It is Anglo-Saxon in its roots, and moulded by Norman 
lawyers, under the influence of Christian principles of justice 
and equity. Blackstone, the standard expounder of English 
law, says, u Christianity is a part of the Common Law of Eng- 
land / 71 Hence the laws against religious offences, as blasphemy, 
profane swearing, desecration of the Lord 7 s Day, apostasy from 
Christianity, and heresy . 2 

i Comment. Bk IV. ch. 4. The same may be said of the United States as fax 
as they have adopted the Common Law of the mother country. It is so 
declared by the highest courts of New York, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts, 
and by many eminent judges, but with this essential modification that those 
parts of the Common Law of England which imply the union of church and 
state are inapplicable to the United States where they are separated. Justice 
Strong (L c. p. 82) says : u The laws and institutions of all the States are built 
on the foundation of reverence for Christianity.” The court of Pennsylvania 
states the law in this manner : “ Christianity is and always has been a part of 
the Common Law of this State. Christianity without the spiritual artillery of 
European countries — not Christianity founded on any particular religious 
tenets — not Christianity with an established church and titles and spiritual 
courts, but Christianity with liberty of conscience to all men.” 

* The statute de koeretieo comburendo , passed in 1401 (Henry IV. c. 15), wag 
still in force under Elizabeth when two Anabaptists were burned alive^ and 
under James I. when two Arlans were burned. 
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The Christian character of English legislation is due in large 
measure to the piety of the Anglo-Saxon kings, especially Alfred 
the Great (849-901), and Edward III., the Confessor (1004- 
1066, canonized by Alexander III., 1166), who prepared digests 
of the laws of the realm. Their piety was, of course, ascetic 
and monastic, but enlightened for their age and animated by the 
spirit of justice and charity. The former is styled Legurn Angli- 
eanarum Conditor , the latter Legurn Anglicanarum Mestitutor. 

Alf red’s Dome-Book or Liber justidalis was lost during the 
irruption of the Danes, but survived in the improved code of 
Edward the Confessor. Alfred was for England what Charle- 
magne was for France and Germany, a Christian ruler, legislator, 
and educator of his people. He is esteemed “the wisest, best, 
and greatest king that ever reigned in England.” Although he 
was a great sufferer from epilepsy or some similar bodily in- 
firmity which seized him suddenly from time to time and made 
him despair of life, he performed, like St. Paul in spite of his 
thorn in the flesh, an incredible amount of work. The grateful 
memory of his people ascribed to him institutions and laws, 
rights and privileges which existed before his time, but in many 
respects he was far ahead of his age. When he ascended the 
throne, “ hardly any one south of the Thames could understand 
the ritual of the church or translate a Latin letter.” He con- 
ceived the grand scheme of popular national education. For 
this end he rebuilt the churches and monasteries which had been 
ruined by the Danes, built new ones, imported books from Borne, 
invited scholars from the Continent to his court, translated with 
their aid Latin works (as Gregory’s Pastoral Care, Bede’s 
Ecclesiastical History, and Boethius’s Consolations of Philosophy) 
into the Anglo-Saxon, collected the laws of the country, and 
remodelled the civil and ecclesiastical organization of his 
kingdom. 

His code is introduced with the Ten Commandments and 
other laws taken from the Bible. It protects the stranger in 
memory of Israel’s sojourn in Egypt; it gives the Christian 
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slave freedom in the seventh year, as the ilosaie law gave to tin 
Jewish bondman; it protects the laboring man in his Sunday 
rest ; it restrains bloodthirsty passions of revenge by establishing 
bots or fines for offences ; it enjoins the golden rule (in the nega- 
tive form), not to do to any man what we would not have done 
to us . 1 

“ In all these words of human brotherhood, of piety, and the 
spirit of justice, of pity and humanity, uttered by the barbaric 
lawgivers of a wild race, there speaks a great Personality — the 
embodiment of the highest sympathy and most disinterested 
virtue of mankind. It cannot be said indeed that these religious 
influences, so apparently genuine, produced any powerful effect 
on society in Anglo-Saxon England, though they modified the 
laws. Still they began the history of the religious forces in 
England which, though obscured by much formalism and 
hypocrisy and weakened by selfishness, have yet worked out 
slowly the great moral and humane reforms in the history of 
that country, and have tended with other influences to make it 
one of the great leaders of modern progress . 552 

NOTES. 

John Bichard Green, in his posthumous work, The Conquest of England 
(N. York ed. 1884, p. 179 sq.), pays the following eloquent and ju&fc 
tribute to the character of King Aelfred (as he spells the name) : “Aelfred 
stands iu the forefront of his race, for he is the noblest as he is the most 
complete embodiment of all that is great, all that is lovable in the 
English temper, of its practical energy, its patient and enduring force, 
of the reserve and self-control that give steadiness and sobriety to a wide 
outlook and a restless daring, of its temperance and fairness, its frank- 
ness and openness, its sensitiveness to affection, its poetic tenderness, its 
deep and reverent religion. Beligion, indeed, was tbe groundwork of 
Aelfred’s character. His temper was instinct with piety. Everywhere, 
throughout his writings that remain to us, the name of God, the thought 

1 For further information on Alfred see the biographies of Pauli (1851, 
Engl, transl. by Thorpe, 1853), Weiss (1852), Hughes (Lond. and Bo6t 1869), 
Freeman’s Old English History, and Green’s Conquest of England (1884), 
ch. IV. 124r-180* 

* Brace, Gesta Chrisbi, p. 216. 
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of God, stir him to outbursts of ecstatic adoration. But of the narrow- 
ness, the want of proportion, the predominance of one quality over 
another, which commonly goes with an intensity of religious feeling or 
of moral purpose, he showed no trace. He felt none of that scorn of the 
world about him which drove the nobler souls of his day to monastery 
or hermitage. Vexed as he was by sickness and constant pain, not only 
did his temper take no touch of asceticism, but a rare geniality, a pe- 
culiar elasticity and mobility of nature, gave color and charm to his 

life Little by little men came to recognize in Aelfred a ruler of 

higher and nobler stamp than the world had seen. Never had it seen a 
king who lived only for the good of his people .... ‘ I desire/ said the 
king, ‘to leave to the men that come after me a remembrance of me in 
good works.* His aim has been more than fulfilled .... While every 
other name of those earlier times has all but faded from the recollection 
of Englishmen, that of Aelfred remains familiar to every English child.’ 



CHAPTER X. 


WORSHIP AND CEREMONIES. 

Comp. vol. ILL eh. VLL (374 sqq.), and Neander UL 123-140; 425- 

455 (Boston ed.). 

§ 92. The Mass. 

Comp. vol. HI. 2 90-101 (p. 502 sqq.) and the liturgical lit there quoted ; 
also the works on Christian and Ecclesiastical Antiquities, e. g. 
Siegel DEL 361-411. 

The public worship centered in the celebration of the mass 
as an actual, though unbloody, repetition of the sacrifice ot 
Christ for the sins of the world. In this respect the Eastern 
and Western churches are fully agreed to this day. They sur- 
round this ordinance with all the solemnity of a mysterious 
symbolism. They differ only in minor details. 

Pope Gregory I. improved the Latin liturgy, and gave it 
that shape which it substantially retains in the Roman church. 1 
He was filled with the idea that the eucharist embodies the 
reconciliation of heaven and earth, of eternity and time, and 
is fraught with spiritual benefit for the living and the pious 
dead in one unbroken communion. When the priest offers the 
unbloody sacrifice to God, the heavens are opened, the angels 
are present, and the visible and invisible worlds united.* 

1 See the Ordo Misses Romance Gregorianus, compared with the Ordo Gdasi- 
anus, Ambrosianus, Galhcanus, Mozarabicus, etc., in Daniel’s Codex Ltiurg. voL 
L 3-168. 

* Dialog . 1. IV. c. 58 (in Migne’s ed. III. 425 sq.) : “ Quxs fiddivm habere 
dubium possit, in ipsa immofatwnis kora ad sacerdoUs vocem ccdos apeririy in &o 
Jesu Ckristi mysterio angdorum choros Odessa f summit i ma sodari , terrena cede stir 
busjungi f unumgue ex vistbUtbus a&que uwisibilibus fieri f* 

397 
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Gregory introduced masses for the dead, 1 in connection •with 
the doctrine of purgatory which he developed and popularized. 
They were based upon the older custom of praying for the de- 
parted, and were intended to alleviate and abridge the penal 
sufferings of those who died in the Catholic faith, but in need 
of purification from remaining infirmities. Very few Catholics 
are supposed to be prepared for heaven ; and hence such masses 
were often ordered beforehand by the dying, or provided by 
friends. 2 They famished a large income to priests. The 
Oriental church has no clearly defined doctrine of purgatory, 
but likewise holds that the departed are benefited by prayers 
of the living, “ especially such as are offered in union with the 
oblation of the bloodless sacrifice of the body and blood of 
Christ, and by works of mercy done in faith for their 
memory.” 3 

The high estimate of the efficacy of the sacrament led also to 
the abuse of solitary masses, where the priest celebrates without 
attendants. 4 This destroys the original character of the insti- 
tution as a feast of communion with the Redeemer and the 
redeemed. Several synods in the age of Charlemagne protested 
against the practice. The Syncd of Mainz in 813 decreed: 
“2Jo presbyter, as it seems to us, can sing masses alone rightly, 

1 Misses pro Defunctis, Todtenmessen, Sedenmesseru Different from them are 
the Misses de Sanctis, celebrated on the anniversaries of the saints, and to theii 
honor, though the sacrifice is always offered to God. 

* Even popes, though addressed by the title “ Holiness,” while living, have 
to pass through purgatory, and need the prayers of the faithful. On the 
marble sarcophagus of Hus IX., who reigned longer than any of his prede- 
cessors, and proclaimed his own infallibility in the Vatican Council (1870), 
are the words : “ Orate pro eoV Prayers and masses are said only for the dead 
in purgatory, not for the saints in heaven who do not need them, nor for the 
damned In hell who would not profit by them. 

* Quoted from the Longer Catechism of the Eastern Church (Schaff, Greeds 
IL 504). The Greeks have in their ritual special strophes or antiphones for 
the departed, called vsKpoaijm. Mone, Lai. ffymnen des MitielaUers , II. 400, 
gives some specimens from John of Damascus and others. He says, that the 
Greeks have more hymns for the departed than the Latins, hut that the Latins 
have older hyrrmipro de/uncti** beginning with Prudentius. 

4 Mism solitaries or privates. 
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for how will he say sursum cord a! or Dominus vobucum ! 
when there is no one with him ? ” A reformatory Synod of 
Paris, 829, prohibits these masses, and calls them a a reprehen- 
sible practice,” which has crept in “partly through neglect, 
partly through avarice.” 1 

The mysterious character of the eucharist was changed into 
the miraculous and even the magical with the spread of the 
belief in the doctrine of transubstantiation. But the doctrine 
was contested in two controversies before it triumphed in the 
eleventh century. 2 

The language of the mass was Greek in the Eastern, Latin 
in the Western church. The Latin was an unknown tongue to 
the barbarian races of Europe. It gradually went out of use 
among the descendants of the Romans, and gave place to the 
Romanic languages. But the papal church, sacrificing the 
interests of the people to the priesthood, and rational or spiritual 
worship 3 to external unity, retained the Latin language in the 
celebration of the mass to this day, as the sacred language of 
the church. The Council of Trent went so far as to put even 
the uninspired Latin Vulgate practically on an equality with 
the inspired Hebrew and Greek Scriptures. 4 

§ 93. The Sermon . 

As the chief part of divine service was unintelligible to the 
people, it was all the more important to supplement it by 

1 Gan. 48. Mansi XIV. 529 sqq. Hefele IV. 64. 

2 See the next chapter, on Theological Controversies. 

5 Comp, loyuci) Tiatpda, Rom. 12 1. 

4 JSess. IY. (April 8, 1546): “ Sacrosancta Synodus statute el de- 

daraty vi hcec ipsa veins et vvlgata editio , qux tmgo tot eaecidorum usn in ipsa 
eedesia probata est, in ptiblicis lectionibus, dixputationiibus, proedicationibus et ex- 
positionibus pro authentica habeatur; et vi nemo Mam rtjicere quovis proetextu 
audeat veil praesumatJ* The Council made provision for an authoritative re- 
vision of the Vulgate (April 8, 1546) ; but when the edition of Pope Sixtus 
V. appeared in 1589 and was enjoined upon the church u by the fullness of 
apostolic power,” it was found to be so foil of errors and blunders that it had 
to be cancelled, and a new edition prepared under dement VIIL in 159% 
which remains the Roman standard edition to this day. 
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preaching and catechetical instruction in the vernacular tongues. 
But this is the weak spot in the church of the middle ages. 1 

Pope Gregory I. preached occasionally with great earnestness, 
but few popes followed his example. It was the duty of 
bishops to preach, but they often neglected it. The Council 
of Clovesiio, near London, which met in 747 under Cuthbert, 
archbishop of Canterbury, for the reformation of abuses, de- 
creed that the bishops should annually visit their parishes, 
instruct mid exhort the abbots and monks, and that all pres- 
byters should be able to explain the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the mass, and the office of baptism to the people in the 
vernacular. 2 A Synod of Tours, held in the year 813, and a Sy- 
nod of Mainz, held under Rabanus Maurus in 847, decreed that 
every bishop should have a collection of homilies and translate 
them clearly “ in rusticam Romanam Imguam aid Theotiseam , 
i. e. into French (Romance) or German,” “ in order that all may 
understand them.” 3 

The great majority of priests were too ignorant to prepare a 
sermon, and barely understood the Latin liturgical forms. A 
Synod of Aix, 802, prescribed that they should learn the 
Athanasian and Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer with ex- 
position, the Sacramentarium or canon of the mass, the formula 
of exorcism, the commendaiio animce, the Penitential, the Calen- 
dar and the Roman cantos ; they should learn to understand 
the homilies for Sundays and holy days as models of preaching, 
and read the pastoral theology of Pope Gregory. This was the 
sum and substance of clerical learning. 4 The study of the 

1 As it is to-day in strictly Roman Catholic countries ; with this difference, 
that what was excusable in a period of heathen and semi-heathen, ignorance 
and superstition, is inexcusable in an age of advanced civilization furnished 
with all kinds of educational institutions and facilities. 

1 See the acts of this council in Haddan and Stubbs, Oouncik and Ecdes. Doc, 
IEE. 36(1-376, and the letter of Boniface to Cuthbert, giving an account of a 
similar council in Germany, and recommending measures of reform in the 
English church, p. 376-382. 

3 A similar canon was passed by other councils. See Hefele TTT - 758, 764* 
and IV. 89, 111, 126, 197, 513, 582; Mansi XIV. 82 sqq. 

* Hefele, HL 745. 
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Greek Testament and the Hebrew Scriptures was out of the 
question, and there was hardly a Western bishop or pope in 
the middle ages who was able to study the divine oracles in the 
original. 

The best, therefore, that the priests and deacons, and even 
most of the bishops could do was to read the sermons of the 
fathers. Augustin had given this advice to those who were not 
skilled in composition. It became a recognized practice in 
France and England. Hence the collection of homilies, called 
Homiliaria , for the Gospels and Epistles of Sundays and holy 
days. They are mostly patristic compilations. Bede's collec- 
tion, called Homilice de Tempore, contains thirty-three homilies 
for the summer, fifteen for the winter, twenty-two for Lent, 
besides sermons on saints' days. Charlemagne commissioned 
Paulus Diaconus or Paul Warnefrid (a monk of Monte Cassino 
and one of his chaplains, the historian of the Lombards, and 
writer of poems on saints) to prepare a Homiliarium (or Omilia - 
rius) about A. D. 780, and recommended it for adoption in the 
churches of France. It follows the order of Sundays and fes- 
tivals, is based on the text of the Vulgate, and continued in use 
more or less for several centuries. 1 Other collections were 
made in later times, and even the Reformed church of England 
under Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth found it necessaiy to 
provide ignorant clergymen with two Books of Homilies adapted 
to the doctrines of the Reformation. 

In this connection we must allude again to the poetic repro- 
ductions of the Bible history, namely, the divine epos of 
Caedmon, the Northumbrian monk (680), the Saxon “ Heliand ” 
(Heiland, i. e. Saviour, about 880), and the “ Christ ” or Gospel 
Harmony of Otfrid (a pupil of Rabanus Maurus, about 870). 
These works were effective popular sermons on the history of 

1 F. Dahn, Des Paulus Diacorms Leben t md Schriften, 1876; and Mon, Germ, 
Scrvpfores rerum Langobardicarum el Italicarum scee VL-IX. 1878, p. 45-187, 
ed. by L. Bethmann and G. Waltz; Wattenbach, JDetUsMmds Geschichtsquellen, 
4th ed. 1877, 1. 1U-UQ. 



402 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


redemption, and are at the same time the most valuable remains 
of the Anglo-Saxon and did high German dialects of the Teu- 
tonic language. 1 

It was, however, not till the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century that the sermon and the didactic element were restored 
and fully recognized in their dignity and importance as regular 
and essential parts of public worship. I say, worship, for to ex- 
pound the oracles of God, and devoutly to listen to such expo- 
sition is or ought to be worship both on the part of the preacher 
and on the part of the hearer, as well as praying and singing. 

§ 94. Church Poetry . Greek Hymns and Hymnists . 

See tlie Lit. in vol. III. \ 113 (p. 575 sq.) and ? 114 (p. 578), and add tlie 
following: 

Cardinal Pitra : Hymnographie de V6glise grecque. Rome 1867. By the 
same : Analecta Sacra Spieilegio Solesmendparata, T. I. Par. 1876. 
Wilhelm Chbist et M. Parantkas: Anthologia Grceca carminum 
Christianomm. Lips. 1871. CXLIY and 268 pages. The Greek 
text with learned Prolegomena in Latin. Christ was aided by 
Paranikas, a member of the Greek church. Comp. Christ : Beitrdge 
zur kirchlichen Lvteratur der Byzantiner. Miinchen 1870. 

L. Jacobi (Prof, of Church Hist, in Halle): Zur Geschichte dec 
griechischen Kirchenliedes (a review of Pitra’s Analecta), in Brieger’s 
“Zeitschrift fur Kirchengesch.,” vol. V. Heft 2, p. 177-250 (Gotha 
1881). 

$or a small selection of Greek hymns in the original see the third 
volume of Daxiei/s Thesaurus Symnologicus (1855), and BIssleb’s 
Auswdhl altchristlicher Lieder (1858), p. 153-166. 

For English versions see especially J. M. Neale : Hymns of the Eastern 
Church (Lond. 1862, third ed. 1866, 159 pages; new ed. 1876, in larger 
print, 250 pages) ; also Schaff : Christ in Song (1869), which gives 
versions of 14 Greek (and 73 Latin) hymns. German translations in 
BXssleb, l c. p. 3-25. 

[Syrian Hymnology. To the lit. mentioned voL HI. 580 add: Gust. 
Bickell : & Ephrcmi Syri Carmina Msibena odditis prolegomena 
d supplement lexicorum syriacorum edidit, vertit, explicavit. Lips.] 

* See above, p. 41, 105, 106. The paraphrase of Caedmon, the first Christian 
poet of England, is edited or discussed by Thorpe, Bouterweck, Grein, Wright, 
Ettmhller, Sandrar, Morley, Ten Brink, etc. (see lit in Schaff-Herzog sub 
Caedmon) ; the Saxon Hdiand and Otfrid’s Krist by Sievers, Rettberg, Yilmar, 
Lechler, Graff, Kelle, Michelsen, etc. (see Herzog* IV. 428-435). 
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1866. CAKL Macke : Hgmnen aut den- Zzruet'vii 'and. Bids* n- 
gen des heiL Ephrern des Syrers ant dej,tsyr. Urzext hie htut^Ki 
ubertragen , etc. Mainz 1882. 270 page**. Macke is a pup:; < r 
Bickell and a successor of Zmgerle as translator of Syrian churcli 
poetry.] 

The general church histories mostly neglect or ignore hymnology, 
which is the best reflection of Christian life and worship. 

The classical period of Greek church poetry extends from 
about 650 to 820, and nearly coincides with the iconoclastic con- 
troversy. The enthusiasm for the worship of saints and images 
kindled a poetic inspiration, and the chief advocates of that 
worship were also the chief hymnists. 1 Their memory is kept 
sacred in the Eastern church. Their works are incorporated in 
the ritual books, especially the Mencea , which contain in twelve 
volumes (one for each month) the daily devotions and correspond 
to the Latin Breviary. 2 Many are still unpublished and pre- 
served in convent libraries. They celebrate the holy Trinity 
and the Incarnation, the great festivals, and especially also the 
Virgin Mary, the saints and martyrs, and sacred icons. 

1 Neale and Pitra point out this connection, and Jacobi (l. c- p. 210 sq.) 
lvmarks : “ Im Kampfe fur die Bdder steigerte sick die Glui der sinrdichen From - 
wigkeit, und mit dem Siege der Bilderoerehrung im neunten Jahrhundert ist eine 
wncriiche und ausserliche Zunahme des HeUvgenkultris und nammUich tin Wadu- 
i\um der Marienverehrung unverkennbar.” 

1 The Myvaia (sc. Monatsbucher) are published at Venice in the 

Tipografia Greca (j ) ‘E WajvKi) ruiroypa^ia tov (frolviKog). Each month has its 
separate title: TAyvdLov tov ’lavovapiov, or M^j> 7 lavompiog i etc. January be- 
gins with the commemoration of the circumcision of oub Lord and the com- 
memoration of St Basil the Great, and December ends with the pvijpy rye baktc 
M yrpQC ypuv MeXavye rye ‘Pcj fiaiac. The copy before me (from the Harvard 
University Library) is dated 1852, and printed in beautiful Greek type, with 
the directions in red ink. On older editions see Mone, Lai. Hymnen, IL p.x. 
sqq. The other books of the Greek Ritual are the Faradetice (Uapcuckyr^ 
sc. or great Octcechus ( Oxr^of, sc. which contains the Sunday 

service*^ the Triodion (T puffitov, the Lent-volume), and the Pentecostorion 
(ILEvryKoaraptav, the office for Easter-tide). “On a moderate computation,” 
says Neale, “ these volumes comprise 5,000 cloeely printed quarto pages, in 
double columns, of which at least 4,000 are poetry.*' See the large works of Leo 
Allatius, Be libris cedes, Qraecorum; Goar, Euehohgion doe BUude Graecorum, 
and especially the second volume of Neale's History of the Holy Eastern Church 
(1850), p. 819 sqq. 
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The Greek church poetry is not metrical and rhymed, bat 
written in rhythmical prose for chanting, like the Psalms, the 
hymns of the Xew Testament, the Qlori a in Excelsis and the 
Te JDeum. The older hvmnists were also melodists and com- 
posed the music . 1 The stanzas are called troparia ; 2 the first 
troparion is named hirmos, because it strikes the tune and draws 
the others after it . 3 Three or more stanzas form an ode ; three 
little odes are a triodion; nine odes or three triodia form a 
canon. The odes usually end with a doxology ( doxa ) and a 
stanza in praise of Mary the Mother of God ( theotokion).* A 
hymn with a tune of its own is called an idiomelon .* 

This poetry fills, according to iveale, more than nine tenths or 
four fifths of the Greek service books. It has been heretofore 
very little known and appreciated in the West, but is now made 
accessible . 6 It contains some precious gems of genuine Christian 

1 Hence they were called peluodoi as well as notijraZ, in distinction from the 
mere vpvdyparpoi. The Greek service books are also music books. Christ dis- 
cusses Byzantine music, and gives some specimens in Frol. p. CXI-CXLII. 

1 TpoTrapiov, the diminutive of rpdiroc, as modulus is of modus } was originally a 
musical term. 

* E if)u6g i tractus, a train , series, was likewise originally a musical term like 
aKofajv&ia and the Latin jubtiatio, sequerdia. See § 96. 

4 Qeoroidw, sc. Tpozapcov (more rarely, but more correctly, with the accent on 
the ante-pennltima, $i ot6klov) } from $£ot6kqs, Deipara. The sfauro-theotokum 
celebrates Mary at the cross, and corresponds to the Stabat Mater dolorosa of the 
Latins. 

6 ’ldi6pelov. There are several other designations of various kinds of poems, 
as aKolovdia (the Latin sequential avafia&pot ( tria antiphon a), avritpcrvov, 
arcofarriKiov (breve troparium sub finem officii vesper tini), arrow/ xa, avrdpekov, 
eZairocretteptov, sv&tva, Ka^iopa, Karafiaoia, Kovrapca, paKapiapo't, peyakwdpta, 
ohcoc , upoaopota, onxypa, rpiridta, rerpatf'Sca * dupdia, ipakrrjpiov, rporrolbyiov. 
These terms and technical forms are fully discussed by Christ in the Prolego- 
mena. Comp, also the Introduction of Neale 

6 By Vormbaum (in the third volume of Daniel’s Thesaurus which needs re- 
construction), Pitra, and Christ. The Continental writers ^eem to be ignorant 
of Dr. Neale, the best English connoisseur of the liturgical and poetic litera- 
ture of the Greek church. His translations are, indeed, verv free reproductions 
and transfusions, but for this very reason better adapted to Western taste than 
the originals. The hymn of Clement of Alexandria in praise of the Logos has 
undergone a similar transformation by Dr. Henry M. Dexter, and has been 
made useful for public worship. See vol. 1L 231. 
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hymns, buried in a vast mass of monotonous, bombastic and 
tasteless laudations of unknown confessor^ and martyrs, and 
wonder-working images. 1 

The Greek church poetry begins properly with the anonymous 
but universally accepted and truly immortal Gloria in Excelsis 
of the third century. 2 The poems of Gregory of Xazianzus id. 
390}, and Svnesius of Gyrene (d. about 414), who used the 
ordinary classical measures, are not adapted and were not in- 
tended for public worship. 3 

The first hymnist of the Byzantine period, is Anatolius, 
patriarch of Constantinople (d. about 458 j. He struck out the 
new path of harmonious prose, and may be compared to Venan- 
tius Fortunatus in the West. 4 

We now proceed to the classical period of Greek church 
poetry. 

In the front rank of Greek hymnists stands St. John of 
Damascus, surnamed Mansur (d. in extreme old age about 780). 
He is the greatest systematic theologian of the Eastern church 
and chief champion of image-worship against ieonoclasm under 
the reigns of Leo the Isaurian (717-741), and Constantmus 

1 Even Neale, with all his admiration for the Greek Chnrch, admits that 
the Menosa contain a t{ deluge of worthless compositions : tautology repeated 
till it becomes almost sickening ; the merest commonplace, again and again 
decked in the tawdry shreds of tragic language, and twenty or thirty times 
presenting the same thought in slightly varying terms.” {Hymns E. Oh. p. 83 
pq , 3d ed.) 

2 See vol. II 227, and add to the lit. there quoted : Christ, p. 38-40, who 
gives from the Codex Alexandrinus and other MSS. the Greek text of the 
morning hymn (the expanded Angelic anthem A oga ev inftioroig tie#) and two 
evening hymns (Aiveire, tt aiSeg, Kvpiov y and iluipov ay tag dogjjg) of the Greek 
chnrch. 

3 See vol. III. 581 and 921. Christ begins his collection with the hymns of 
Synesius, p. 3-23, and of Gregory Nazianzen, 23-32. 

4 See the specimens in vol. III. 583-585. Neale begins his translations with 
Anatolius. Christ treats of him p. XLT, and gives his arixypa avaardatfui and 
three I6i6fie2a (hymns with their own melody), 113-117. More than a hundred 
poems in the Mencea and the Octoechvs bear the name of Anatolius, but Christ 
conjectures that arix^ph avaroXim is a generic name, like KarawicriKa and 
veKptioifia. 
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Copronymus (741-775). He spent a part of his life in the con- 
vent of Mar Saba (or St. Sabas) in the desolate valley of the 
Kedron, between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea. 1 He was 
thought to have been especially inspired by the Virgin Mary, 
the patron of that Convent, to consecrate his muse to the praise 
of Christ. He wrote a great part of the Oetceehus, which con- 
tains the Sunday services of the Eastern church. His canon for 
Easter Day is called “the golden Canon” or “the queen of 
Canons,” and is sung at midnight before Easter, beginning 
with the shout of joy, “Christ is risen,” and the response, 
“ Christ is risen indeed.” His memory is celebrated Decem- 
ber 4. 2 

Next to him, and as melodist even above him in the estimation 
of the Byzantine writers, is St. Cosmas of Jerusalem, called 
the Melodist. He is, as Neale says, “ the most learned of tint 
Greek poets, and the Oriental Adam of St. Victor.” Cosmaei 
and John of Damascus were foster-brothers, friends and fellow- 
monks at Mar Saba, and corrected each other’s compositions, 
Cosmas was against his will consecrated bishop of Maiuma near 
Gaza in Southern Palestine, by John, patriarch of Jerusalem. 


1 See a description of this most curious structure in all Palestine in my book 
Through Bible Lands (N. T. 1879), p. 278 sqq. 

1 The poetry of John of D. in his Opera ed. Le Quien (Par. 1712), Tom. 
I. 673-693; Po'ettx Qraeei veteres (Colon. 1614), Tom. II. 737 sqq.; Christ, 
Anthol. gr. Prol XLIV.sqq., p. 117-121, and p. 205-236. Yormbaum, in 
Daniel, III. 80-97, gives six of his odes in Greek; Bassler, 162-164, two (and 
two in German, 21, 22) ; Neale nine English versions. The best of his hymns 
and canons are Eif rip xptorov ytvvr/aiv (or el; rrjv ihoyaviav), Elf rd ^eooivtuf, 
E<f tt)v Kvpuudjy 7ov Tlboxa, Elf rip/ irevreKoorlyii, Elf ripi civd.A 7 }Tpt.v to v Xpurroi, 
'I StbpeXa ev atcoXovSia tov II-oSuiotikov, Elf r?)v jc olppatv rrj; &cot6kov. The 
last begins with this stanza (Christ, p. 229) : 

’A Volga rh ori/ia /tov, 

icai ith/pa/M/eeroi misv/tarof 

sot X6yov Ipeigo/tai ri) paoMdt /u/rpl’ 

Kdi tyt&fysopai tyufipu; navr/yvpi^uv- 
sol gaa yij&iptvo; Taint/; rd Vai/para. 



i 94. CHUECH POETRY. 407 

He died about 760 and is commemorated on the 14th of October. 
The stichos prefixed to his life says : 

“ Where perfect sweetness dwells, is Cosmas gone $ 

But his sweet lays to cheer the church live on.” 1 

The third rank is occupied by St. Theophanes, surnamed the 
Branded? one of the most fruitful poets. He attended the 
second Council of Nicsea (787). During the reign of Leo the 
Arminian (813) he suffered imprisonment, banishment and mu- 
tilation for his devotion to the Icons, and died about 820. His 
“ Chronography” is one of the chief sources for the history of 
the image-controversy. 3 

1 Gallandi, Bibl. Patrum, XIII. 234 sqq. ; Christ, XLIX sq., 161-164. Christ 
calls him “ princeps mdodorum groecorum,” and gives ten of his canons and 
several triodia; Daniel (III. 55-79) twelve odes. Among the best are E/f ryv 
rov Xpicrrov yivinjcuv, E if ra fteopaveia, Elf ryv 'kevtt)kqot7]v j Rpog Xpunbv, Eif r\< 
vipaxuv tov oravpov , Elf to peya oapparov Neale has reproduced eight odes of 
Cosmas and a cento on the Transfiguration. The Nativity hymn begins (Christ 
p.165): 

Xpiarog yevvarcu' 66^aaare- 
Xpiarbg ktj ovpavuv a^avrrjaarr 
XpLorog kirl yrjg- v^^tjte' 
tfoaTE T(f) KVpi(f) KCLOa j} 
kjoX & hvypooinrr) 
awpvfjaarE, loot, 
bn 6 e66^glotcu, 

8 b Vpawrbg , with reference to his sufferings. 

8 According to Christ (Prol. XLIV), he was after the restoration of the 
images in the churches of Constantinople, 842, elected metropolitan of Nicsea 
and died in peace. But according to the Bollandists and other authorities, he 
died much earlier in exile at Samothrace about 818 or 820, in consequence 
of his sufferings for the Icons. Neale reports that Theophanes was betrothed in 
childhood to a lady named Megalis, but persuaded her, on their wedding day, 
to retire to a convent. Christ gives several of his idiomela and stichera necro- 
fiima, p. 121-130. See also Daniel, III. 110-112, and Neale's translations of 
the idiomela on Friday of Cheese-Sunday (i e. Quinquagesima), and the 
stichera at the first vespers of Cheese-Sunday (90-95). The last is entitled by 
Neale: “Adam’s Complaint,” and he thinks that Milton, “as an universal 
scholar,” must, in Eve's lamentation, have had in his eye the last stanza 
which we give in the text. But this is very doubtful. The Ckronograpkia 
of Theophanes is published in the Bonn. ed. of the Byzantine historians, 
1839, and in Migne’s “Patrol. Graeca,” Tom. 108 (1861). Bis biography see 
in the Acta SancL ed. Bolland. in XII. MartiL 
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The following specimen from Adam’s lament of his fell is 
interesting : 

“Adam sat right against the Eastern gate, 

By many a storm of sad remembrance tost : 

0 me ! so ruined by the serpent’s hate ! 

0 me! so glorious once, and now so lostl 
So mad that bitter lot to choose ! 

Beguil’d of all I had to lose ! 

Must I then, gladness of my eyes, — 

Must I then leave thee, Paradise, 

And as an exile go ? 

And must I never cease to grieve 
How once my God, at cool of eve, 

Came down to walk below ? 

0 Merciful ! on Thee I call : 

0 Pitiful ! forgive my fall !” 

The other Byzantine hymnists who preceded or succeeded those 
three masters, are the following. Their chronology is mostly 
uncertain or disputed. 

Sergius, patriarch of Constantinople in the reign of Heracleus 
(610-641), figures in the beginning of the Monotheletic con- 
troversy, and probably suggested the union formula to that 
emperor. He is supposed by Christ to be the author of a famous 
and favorite hymn Akathistos, in praise of Mary as the deliverer 
of Constantinople from the siege of the Persians (630), but it is 
usually ascribed to Georgius Pisida. 1 

Sophronius, patriarch of Jerusalem (629), celebrated in 
Anacreontic metres the praises of Christ, the apostles, and 
martyrs, and wrote idiomela with music for the church service. 2 

1 Christ (p. LII sq., p. 140-147) reasons chiefly from chronological consider- 
ations. The poem is called aMtorog (sc. vfivog) rrj < tieord/cov, because it was 
chanted while priest and people were standing \ During the singing of other 
hymns they were seated; hence the latter are called Ka&iofiara, (from Ka&'i&c&ac). 
See Christ, Prol. p. LXII and p. 54 fiqq. Jacobi says of the Akathistos (1. c. p. 
230) “ Was Enthusiamus fur die heilige Jungfrau, was Kenntnm biblischerTypm, 
iiberkaupt religioner Gegenstande und Gedanken zu leisten vemochten, was Schmuck 
der Sprarhe, Gewandtheit des Ausdrucks , Kunst der Bhythmen und der Bevrn 
hinzufugm konnten, das ist kier.in uniibertrojfenem Masse bewirkt ” 

2 Chrift, XXVII, XXXV, L1II, 43-47 (avaicpeforiKa), and 96 (’MfieXa r&v 
Qeofpavsiuv). Daniel, III. 20-46, gives thirteen pieces of Sophronius from Pet 
Metranga, SpicUegium Bomanum, 1840, Tom. IV. 
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Maxim us the Confessor (580—662), the leader and martyr 
of the orthodox dyotheletic doctrine in the Monotheletic contro- 
versy, one of the profoundest divines and mystics of the Eastern 
Church, wrote a few hymns. 1 

Germanus (634-734), bishop of Cyzicus, then patriarch of 
Constantinople (715), was deposed, 730, for refusing to comply 
with the iconoclastic edicts of the Emperor Leo the Isaurian 
(717-741), and died in private life, aged about one hundred 
years. He is “regarded by the Greeks as one of their most 
glorious Confessors ” (Neale). Among his few poetical compo- 
sitions are stanzas on Symeon the Stylite, on the prophet Elijah, 
on the Decollation of John the Baptist, and a canon on the 
wonder-working Image in Edessa.* 

Andrew of Crete (660-732) was born at Damascus, be- 
came monk at Jerusalem, deacon at Constantinople, archbishop 
of Crete, took part in the Monotheletic Synod of 712, but after- 
wards returned to orthodoxy. In view of this change and his 
advocacy of the images, he was numbered among the saints. 
He is regarded as the inventor of the Canons. His “Great 
Canon” is sung right through on the Thursday of Mid-Lent 
week, which is called from that hymn. It is a confession of 
sin and an invocation of divine mercy. It contains no less than 
two hundred and fifty (Neale says, three hundred) stanzas. 3 

John of Damascus reduced the unreasonable length of the 
canons. 

1 Poeta Or. vet. Tom. II. 192 sqq. Daniel, III. 97-103, gives three hymns, 
among them a beautiful vpvog bcerr/ptos clg Xpiordv. Christ omits Maximus. 

* See his Opera in Migne’s “Patrol. Grseca,” Tom. 98 (1865) ; and his poems 
in Christ, XLIII. 98 (IdtopeXov on the Nativity) ; Daniel, III. 79, a hymn in 
praise of Mary, beginning Zafariaopev b cafauyyi acparuv, and ending with 
ascribing to her almighty power of intercession : 

0 v6b yap adbvaTov ry peoireip oov. 

# Fr. Combefisius first edited the works of Andreas Cretensis, Par. 1644. 
Christy 147-161, gives the first part of “the great canon” (about one-fourth), 
and a new canon in praise of Peter. The last is not in the Me/ncea, but has 
been brought to light from Paris and Vatican MSS. by Card. Pitra. Daniel, 
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Another Avdeev, called ’Avdpia^ Ili)p6<; or Iluppic , is cre- 
dited with eight idiomela in the AI&nuBa, from which Christ has 
selected the praise of Peter and Paul as the best. 1 

Stephen - the Sabaite (725-794) was a nephew of John of 
Damascus, and spent fifty-nine years in the convent of Mar 
S£ba, which is pitched, like an eagle’s nest, on the wild rocks 
of the Kedron valley. He is commemorated on the 13th of 
July. He struck the key-note of Neale’s exquisite hymn of 
comfort, "Art thou weary,” which is found in some editions 
of the Odcechus. He is the inspirer rather than the author of 
that hymn, which is worthy of a place in every book of devo- 
tional poetry. 2 

Bomanus, deacon in Beiytus, afterwards priest in Constanti- 
nople, is one of the most original and fruitful among the older 
poets. Petra ascribes to him twenty-five hymns. He assign! 
him to the reign of Anastasius I. (491-518), but Christ to the 
reign of Anastasius II. (713-719), and Jacobi with greater pro- 
bability to the time of Constantinus Pogonatus (681—685).* 

HI. 47-54, has seven hymns of Andreas, of which the first is on the nativity, 
beginning: 

'EvQpalvEtr&e diicaror 
Ovpavol ayaTJaaode' 

^Kiprijaare ra bprj y 
T ov Xptcrrov yevvrr^kvrog. 

Neale translated four: Stiehera for Great Thursday; Troparia for Palm 
Sunday; a portion of the Great Canon ; Stiehera for the Second Week of the 
Great Fast His Opera in Migne’s 11 Patrol Gr.” T. 97 (1860), p. 1306 sqq. 

1 Christ p. xt,tt. sq. and 83, avrdpeXov etc roi>c wreotsr. Uerpov ml II avfaw. 
See Mm., June 29. 

3 Christ and Daniel ignore Stephen. Neale calls the one and only hymn 
which he translated, “Idiomela in the Week of the First Oblique Tone,” and 
adds: “ These stanzas, which strike me as very sweet, are not in all the edi- 
tions of the Octcechus.” He ascribes to him also a poetical composition on 
the Martyrs of the monastery of Mar Saba (March 20), and one on the Circum- 
cision. ‘‘His style,” he says, “seems formed on that of S. Cosmas, rather 
than on that of his own unde. He is not deficient in elegance and richness of 
typology, bat exhibits something of sameness, and is occasionally guilty of 
very hard metaphors.” 

* Christ, 131-140, gives his “Psalm of the Holy Apostles,” and a Nativity 
hymn. Comp. p. li. sq. Jacobi (p. 203 sq.) discusses the data and traces in 



2 94. CHURCH POETRY. 


411 


Theodore op the Stitdium (a celebrated convent near 
Constantinople) is distinguished for his sufferings in the icono- 
clastic controversy, and died in exile, 826, on the eleventh of 
November. He wrote canons for Lent and odes for the festivals 
of saints. The spirited canon on Sunday of Orthodoxy in cele- 
bration of the final triumph of image-worship in 842, is ascribed 
to him, but must be of later date as he died before that victory. 1 

Joseph op the Studitjm, a brother of Theodore, and monk 
of that convent, afterwards Archbishop of Thessalonica (hence 
also called Thessalonicensis), died in prison in consequence of 
tortures inflicted on him by order of the Emperor Theophilus 
(829-842). He is sometimes confounded (even by Neale) with 
Joseph Hymnographus ; but they are distinguished by Niceph- 
orus and commemorated on different days. 2 

Theoctistus op the Sthdium (about 890) is the author of 
a “Suppliant Canon to Jesus,” the only thing known of him, 
but the sweetest Jesus-hymn of the Creek Church. 3 

Joseph, called Hymnographtts (880), is the most prolific, 
most bombastic, and most tedious of Greek hymn- writers. He 
was a Sicilian by birth, at last superintendent of sacred vessels 

Bomaxms allusions to the Monotheletic controversy, which began about A. D. 
630. He gives a German version in part of the beautiful description of the 
benefits of redemption, p. 221 sq. 

1 Christ, p. 101 sq. ; Daniel, III. 101-109. Neale has translated four odes 
of Theodorus Studita, one on the judgment-day (5 tcvpiog epxerai). Pitra has 
brought to light from MSS. eighteen of his poems on saints. See his Opera in 
Migne “Patr. Gr.” 99. 

3 Christ, p. XL vn. : “Mcephorus duos losephos hymnorum scriptores recenset, 

« quorum alterum Studiorum mmasterii socium, alterum peregrinum dicti . Priorem 
intelligo losephum fratrem minorem Theodori , Studiorum antistitis , cuius memories 
dies XIV. mevms IuLii conseci'atus est. Is ob morum integritatem et doctrines lau- 
dem Thessalonicerisis ecdesice archiepiscopus electus a Theophilo rege (829-642), 
qui m cukores imaginum sceviebal, in vincula coniectus et omni tormmtorum genere 
adeo vexatus est, ut in careers mortem occumberet. Altenius Io*ephi, gui propria 
vpvSypatpog audit, memoriam die III mensis Aprilis eedesia grceca concelebrat. Is 
peregrinus ab Nicephoro dictus esse dicitur, quad ex Sicilia insula oriundus 

erat et patiria ab Arabibus capta et vastata cum matre et fratribus primum in Pda* 
ponnesum, denude Thmalonicem confugit, qua in wrbe monachorum disciplines sc w 
rknmoe sese addixitJ 1 

* English translation by Neale. See below, p. 473. 
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in a church at Constantinople. He was a friend of Photius, 
and followed him into exile. He is credited with a very large 
number of canons in the Mencea and the Odceehus. 1 * 

Tarasius, patriarch of Constantinople (784), was the chief 
mover in the restoration of Icons and the second Council of Nicsea 
(787). He died Feb. 25, 806. His hymns are unimportant.* 
Euthymitjs, usually known as Syngelus or Syncellus (died 
about 910), is the author of a penitential canon to the Virgin 
Mary, which is much esteemed in the East. 3 

Elias, bishop of Jerusalem about 761, and Orestes, bishop 
of the same city, 996-1012, have been brought to light as poets 
by the researches of Pitra from the libraries of Grotta Ferrata, 
and other convents. 

In addition to these may be mentioned Methodius (846), 4 5 
Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople (d. 891), Metrophahes 
of Smyrna (900), Leo VI., or the Philosopher, who troubled 
the Eastern Church by a fourth marriage (886-917), Symeon 
Metaphrastes (Secretary and Chancellor of the Imperial 
Court at Constantinople, about 900), Kasias, Nilus Xajntho- 
pulus, Joanhes Geometra, and Mauropus (1060). With 
the last the Greek hymnody well nigh ceased. A considerable 
number of hymns cannot be traced to a known author. 6 

We give in conclusion the best specimens of Greek hymnody 
as reproduced and adapted to modem use by Dr. Neale. 

1 Christ, 242-253; Daniel, III. 112-114; Neale, p. 120-151; Bassler, p. 23, 
165; Schaff, p. 246 sq. Joseph is also the author of hymns formerly ascribed 
to Sophronius, Patriarch of Jerusalem, during the Monotheletic controversy, 
as Paranikas has shown (Christ, Prol. } p. liii.). 

* Neale notices him, but thinks it not worth while to translate his poetry. 

5 rijv fmepay'tav 0£ot<W See Daniel, III. 17-20. 

4 Not to be confounded with Methodius Eubulius, of Patara, the martyr (d. 
311 J, who is also counted among the poets for his psalm of the Virgins in 
praise of chastity ( icap&hicv ) j see vol. II. 811, and Christ, p. 33-37. Bassler 
(p. 4 sq.) gives a German version of it by Fortlage. 

5 Pitra concludes his collection with eighty-three anonymous hymns, thirty- 
two of winch he assigns to the poets of the Studium. See also Daniel, HI. 

110-138, and the last hymns in Neale's translations. 
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*Tis the Day of Resurrection. 
vaoT&cetoc rjfilpa.) 

By St. John of Damascus. 

*Tis the Day of Resurrection, 
Earth, tell it out abroad 1 
The Passover of gladness. 

The Passover of God I 
Prom death to life eternal. 

From earth unto the sky. 

Our Christ hath brought us over. 
With hymns of victory. 

Our hearts be pure from evil. 

That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
Of resurrection light : 

And, listening to His accents. 

May hear, so calm and plain. 
His own “All hail !”■ — and hearing. 
May raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heavens be joyful I 
Let earth her song begin ! 

Let the round world keep triumph. 
And all that is therein : 

In grateful exultation 

Their notes let all things blend. 
For Christ the Lord hath risen. 
Our joy that hath no end. 


Jesu y name all names above. 

{flrioov y\vKbrar £. ) 

By St. Theoctistus of the Studiuk. 

Jean, name all names above, 

Jesu, best and dearest, 

Jesu, Fount of perfect love. 

Holiest, tenderest, nearest! 

Jesu, source of grace completest, 

Jesu truest, Jesu sweetest, 

Jesu, Well of power divine, 

Make me, keep me, seal me Thine! 
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Jesu, open me the gate 
Which the sinner entered, 

Who in his last dying state 
Wholly on Thee ventured. 

Thou whose wounds are ever pleading, 
And Thy passion interceding, 

From my misery let me rise 
To a home in Paradise 1 

Thou didst call the prodigal; 

Thou didst pardon Mary: 

Thou whose words can never fell 
Love can never vary, 

Lord, amidst my lost condition 
Give— for Thou canst give— contrition! 
Thou canst pardon all mine ill 
If Thou wilt: 0 say, "I willl” 

Woe, that I have turned aside 
After fleshly pleasure ! 

Woe, that I have never tried 
For the heavenly treasure 1 
Treasure, safe in homes supernal; 
Incorruptible, eternal I 
Treasure no less price hath won 
Than the Passion of the Son I 

Jesu, crowned with thorns for me, 
Scourged for my transgression! 
Witnessing, through agony, 

That Thy good confession ; 

Jesu, dad in purple raiment, 

For my evils making payment; 

Let not all thy woe and pain, 

Let not Calvary be in vain! 

When I reach Death’s bitter sea, 

And its waves roll higher, 

Help the more forsaking me, 

As the storm draws nigher: 

Jesu, leave me not to languish, 

Helpless, hopeless, full of anguish! 

Tell me,— “Verily, I say, 

Thou shalt be with me to-day l* 
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Art thou weary T 
(K6ttoi> re kclI Kafiarov.) 

By St. Stephen the Sabaite. 

Art thou weary, art thou languid. 

Art thou sore distrest ? 

“ Come to me ” — saith One — “ and coming 
Be at rest I” 

Hath He marks to lead me to Him, 

If He be my Guide ? 

“ In His feet and hands are wound-prints, 
And His side.’’ 


Is there diadem, as Monarch, 

That His brow adorns ? 

“Yea, a crown in very surety. 

But of thorns I” 

If I find Him, if I follow. 

What His guerdon here ? 

“Many a sorrow, many a labor. 

Many a tear.” 

If I still hold closely to Him, 

What hath He at last? 

“ Sorrow vanquished, labor ended, 

Jordan past I” 

If I ask Him to receive me. 

Will He say me nay ? 

u Not tall earth, and not till heaven 
Pass away!” 

Finding, following, keeping, struggling 
Is He sure to bless ? 

“ Angels, martyrs, prophets, virgins, 
Answer, Yes l” 
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§ 95 . Latin Eyrrmody. Literature . 

See vol. III. 585 sqq. The following list covers the whole mediaeval 
period of Latin hymnody. 

I. Latin Collections. 

The Breviaries and Missals . The hymnological collections of Clich- 
tovjeus (Paris 1515, Bas. 1517 and 1519.), Cassandeb (Col. 1556), 
Ellingeb (Frankf. a. M. 1578), Geobg Fabbicitjs (Poetarum 
Vetervm eccksiasticorum Opera , Bas. 1564). See the full titles of 
Breviaries and these older collections in Daniel, vol. I. XIII-XXI1. 
and vol. H. VIII-XIV. 

Cardinal Jos. Mabia Thomasitjs (Tomasi, 1649-1713, one of the chief 
expounders of the liturgy and ceremonies of the Roman church) : 
Opera Omnia, . Rom. 1741 sqq., 7 vols. The second volume, p. 
351-403, contains the JBymnarmm de anni circulo, etc., for which he 
compared the oldest Vatican and other Italian MSS. of hymns down 
to the eighth century. The same vol. includes the Breviarium 
PsalteriL The fourth (1749) contains the Besponsorialia et antipho- 
naria Romance ecclesicBy and the sixth vol. (1751) a collection of 
Missals. Thomasius is still very valuable. Daniel calls his book 
u fons primarius .” 

Attg. Jak. Rambach (Luth. Pastor in Hamburg, b. 1777, d. 1851) : 
Anthologie christlicher Oesange aus alien Jahrh. der christl. Kirche . 
Altona and Leipzig 1817-1833, 6 vols. The first vol. contains Latin 
hymns with German translations and notes. The other volumes 
contain only German hymns, especially since the Reformation. 
Rambach was a pioneer in hymnology. 

Jos. Kehrein (R. C.) : Lat. Anthologie aus den christl . Dichtem des 
Mittelalters . Frankfurt a. m. 1840. See his larger work below. 

[John Henry Newman, Anglican, joined the Rom. Ch. 1845] : Hymni 
Ecclesice. Lond. (Macmillan) 1838; new ed. 1865 (401 pages). Con- 
tains only hymns from the Paris, Roman, and Anglican Breviaries. 
The preface to the first part is signed “ J. H. N.” and dated Febr. 
21, 1838, but no name appears on the title page. About the same 
time Card. N. made his translations of Breviary hymns, which are 
noticed below, sub. III. 

H. A. Daniel (Lutheran, d. 1871) : Thesaurus Eymnologicus- Lips. 
1841-1856, 5 Tomi. The first, second, fourth and fifth vols. contain 
Lat. hymns, the fourth Greek and Syrian h. A rich standard col- 
lection, but in need of revision 

F. J. Mone (R. Cath. d. 1871) : Lateinische Eymnen des Mittelalters . Frei- 
burg i.B. 1853-55, 3 vols. From MSS with notes. Contains in all 1215 
hymns divided into three divisions of almost equal size; (1) Hymns 
to God and the angels (461 pages) ; (2) Hymns to the Virgin Maiy 
(457 pages) ; (3) Hymns to saints (579 pages). 
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D. OzANAM : Documents in&dits pour servir h VMstoire litttiraire de V Itcdie. 
Paris 1850. Contains a collection of old Latin hymns, reprinted in 
Migne’s “Patrol. Lat” vol. 151,fol. 813-824. 

Joseph Stevenson : Latin Hymns of the Anglo-Saxon Churchy with an 
Interlinear Anglo- Saxon Gloss , from a MS. of the eleventh century in 
Durham Library . 1851 (Surtees Soc.). 

J. M. Neale (Warden of Sackville College, high Anglican, d. 1866) : 
Sequential ex Missalibus Germanicis , Angiitis, GaUicis , aliisque medii 
sevi collectce . Lond. 1852. 284 pages. Contains 125 sequences. 

Felix Clement : Carmina e Poetis Christianis excerpta. Parisiis (Gaume 
Fratres) 1854. 564 pages. The Latin texts of hymns from the 4th 
to the 14th century, with French notes. 

R. Ch. Trench (Archbishop of Dublin) : Sacred Latin Poetry , chiefly 
Lyrical. Lond. and Cambridge, 1849; 2d ed. 1864 ; 3rd ed. revised 
and improved, 1874. (342 pages). With an instructive Introduction 
and notes. 

Ans. ScHUBIGER : Die Sangerschule St . Gallens vom 8 ten bis 1 2ten Jahrh. 
Einsiedeln 1858. Gives sixty texts with the old music and facsimiles. 

P. Gall Morel (R. C.) : Lat. Hymnen des Mittelalters, grosstenthdls aus 
Handschriften schwezzerischer Kloster. Einsiedeln (Benziger) 1868 
(341 pages). Mostly Marienlieder and Heiligenlieder (p. 30-325). 
Supplementary to Daniel and Mone. 

Phil. Wackernagel (Luth., d. 1877) : Das deutsche Kirchenliedvon der 
altesten Zdt bis mm Anfang des XVII. Jahrh. Leipz. 1864-1877, 5 
vols. (the last vol. ed. by his two sons). This is the largest monumen- 
tal collection of older German hymns ; but the first vol. contains 
Latin hymns and sequences from the fourth to the sixteenth century 

Karl Bartsch (Prof, of Germ, and Romanic philology in Rostock) : 
Die lateinischen Seguenzen des Mittelalters in musikalischer und rhyth- 
mischer Beziehung dargestellt . Rostock 1868. 

Chs. Buchanan Pierson : Sequences from the Sarum Missal. London 
1871. 

Toseph Ejehrein (R. C.) : Lateinische Seguenzen des Mittelalters aus 
Handschriften und Dmcken. Mainz 1873 (620 pages). The most 
complete collection of Sequences (over 800). He divides the sequen- 
ces, like Mone the hymns, according to the subject ( Lieder an Gott , 
Engellieder, Marienlieder , Heiligenlieder). Comp, also his earlier 
work noticed above. 

Francis A. March : Latin Hymns , with English Notes. N. York, 1874. 

W. McIlvaine : Lyra Sacra Hibemica . Belfast, 1879. (Contains hymns 
of St. Patrick, Columba, and Sedulius). 

E. DfrMMLER : Pom Latini Aevi Carolini. BeroL 1880- , 84, 2 vols. 
Contains also hymns, II. p. 244-258. 

Special editions of Adam of St. Victor : L. Gautier : Les oeuvres poitiques 
d’ Adam de S. Victor . Par. 1858 and 1859, 2 vols. Digby S. 
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Wrangham (of St. John’s College, Oxford): The JAturgical 
Poetry of Adam of St, Victor, Lond. 1881, 8 vols. (The Latin text of 
Gautier with E. Version in the original metres and with short notes). 
On the j Dies Irae see the monograph of Lisco (Berlin 1840). It has 
often been separately published, e, g, by Franklin Johnson, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 1883. So also the Stabat Mater , and the hymn of Ber- 
nard of Cluny De Contemptu Mundi (which furnished the thoughts 
for Neale’s New Jerusalem hymns). The hymns of St. Bernard, 
Abelard, Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventura, are in the complete editions 
of their works. For St. Bernard see Migne’s “ Patrol. Lat.” vol. 
184, fol. 1307-1330 ; for Abelard, vol. 178, fol. 1759-1824. 

II. Historical and Critical. 

POLYC. Leyser: Mstoria Poetarum et Poematum Medii Aevi, Halse 
1721. 

Freehr. Hunter : JJeb&r die alleste christl. Poesie. Kopenhagen 1806. 

Edelstand DU Meril: Poesies populaires Latines anterieures au 
douzibne si&cle. Paris 1843. Poesies populaires Latines du moyen 
dge. Paris 1847. 

Trench: Introd, to his S, Lot, Poetry, See above. 

Baehr: Pie christl, Dichter und Geschichtschreiber Roms, Karlsruhe 
1836 1 2nd ed., revised, 1872 (with bibliography). 

Edward Emil Koch : Geschichte des Kirchenlieds und Kirchengesangs in 
der christlichen , insbesondere der deutschen evangel. Kirche . Stuttgart, 
third ed. rev. and enlarged 1866-1876, 7 vols. This very instructive 
and valuable work treats of Latin hymnology, but rather superfi- 
cially, in vol. L 40-153. 

Ad. Ebert Allgem. Gesch. der Lit. des Mittelaltcrs im Abendlande, vol. 
I. (Leipz. 1874), the third book (p. 516 sqq.), and vol. II. (1880) which 
embraces the age of Charlemagne and his successors. 

Joh. Kayser (R. C.) : Beitrage zur Geschichte und Erklarung der altesten 
Kirchenhymnen. Paderborn, 2d ed. 1881. 477 pages, comes down 
only to the sixth century and closes with Fortunate. See also his 
article Der Text des Hymnus Stabat Mater dolorosa, in the Tubingen 
“ Theol. Quartalschrift ” for 1884, No. I. p. 85-103. 

TIL English translations. 

Johu- Chandlee (Anglican, d. July 1, 1876) : The Hymns of the Primi- 
tive Church, nou> first collected, translated and arranged. London 
1887. Contains 108 Latin hymns with Chandler’s translations. 

Richard Mast (Lord Bishop of Down and Connor, d. Not. 2, 1848) : 
Ancient Hymns from the Roman Breviary. 1837. New ed. Lond. 
and Oxf. 1871. (272 pages) 

Johs Hbsry Newmas:] Verses cm Various Occasions. London 
1868 (reprinted in Boston, by Patrick Donahue). The Preface 
is dated Dec. 21, 1867, and signed J. H. N. The hook contains the 
original poems of the Cardinal, and his translations of the 
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Breviary Hymns and two from the Parisian Breviary, which, as stated 
in a note on p. 186, were all made in 1886-38, L e. eight years before 
he left the Church of England. 

Isaac Williams (formerly of Trinity College, Oxford, d. 1865) : Hymns 
translated from the Parisian Breviary, London 1889. 

Edward Caswall (Anglican, joined the E. C. Church 1847, d. Jan. 2, 
1878) : Lyra Catholica, Containing all the Breviary and Missal 
Hymns together with some other hymns . Lond. 1849. (311 pages). 
Eeprinted N. Y. 1851. Admirable translations. They are also 
included in his Hymns and Poems, original and translated . London 
2d ed. 1878. 

John David Chambers (Becorder of New Sarum): Lauda By on. 
Ancient Latin Hymns in the English and other Churches, translated 
into corresponding metres . Lond. 1857 (116 pages.) 

J. M. Neale : Mediaeval Hymns and Sequences. Lond. 1862 ; 3d ed. 1867. 
(224 pages). Neale is the greatest master of free reproduction of 
Latin as well as Greek hymns. He published also separately his 
translation of the new Jerusalem hymns : The Bhythm of Bernard 
de Morlaix, Monk of Cluny, on the Celestial Country . Lond. 1858, 7th 
ed. 1865, with the Latin text as far as translated (48 pages). Also 
Stdbat Mater Speciosa , Full of Beauty stood the Mother (1866). 

The Seven Great Hymns of the Mediaeval Church. N. York (A. D. E. 
Eandolph & Co.) 1866 ; seventh ed. enlarged, 1883. 154 pages. This 
anonymous work (by Judge C. C. Nott, Washington) contains 
translations by various authors of Bernard’s Celestial Country, the 
Dies Irse, the Mater Dolorosa, the Mater Speciosa, the Yeni Sancte 
Spiritus, the Veni Creator Spiritus, the Vexilla Begis, and the 
Alleluiatic Sequence of Godescalcus. The originals are also given. 

Philip Schaff : Christ in Song . N. Y. 1868; Lond. 1869. Contains 
translations of seventy-three Latin hymns by various authors. 

W. H. Odenheimer and Frederic M. Bird: Songs of the Spirit N. 
York 1871. Contains translations of twenty-three Latin hymns on 
the Holy Spirit, with a much larger number of English hymns. 

Erastus C. Benedict (Judge in N. Y., d. 1878) : Ihe Hymn of Hildc- 
bert and other Mediaeval Hymns, with translations . N. York 1869. 

AnnATTAiyr COLES (M. D.) : Latin Hymns , with Original Translations. 
N. York 1868. Contains 13 translations of the Lies Tree, which were 
also separately published in 1859. 

Hamilton M. Macgill, D.D. (of the United Presb. Ch. of Scotland) : 
Songs of the Christian Creed and Life selected from Eighteen Centuries . 
Lond. and Edinb. 1879. Contains translations of a number of Latin 
and a few Greek hymns with the originals, also translations of Eng- 
lish hymns into Latin. 

The Roman Breviary. Transl. out of Latin into English by John 
Marquess of Bute, K. T. Edinb. and Lond. 1879, 2 vols. The best 
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translations of the hymns scattered through this book are by the 
ex-Anglicans Caswall and Cardinal Newman. The Marquess of 
Bute is himself a convert to Borne from the Church of England. 

D. E. Morgan: Hymns and other Poetry of the Latin Church . Oxf. 1880. 

100 versions arranged according to the Anglican Calendar. 

Edward A. Washburn (Eector of Calvary Church, N. Y. d. Feb. 2, 
1881) : Voices from a Busy Life. N. York 1883. Contains, besides 
original poems, felicitous versions of 32 Latin hymns, several of 
which had appeared before in SchafFs Christ in Song . 

Samuel W. Duffield : The Latin Hymn Writers and their Hymns (in 
course of preparation and to be published. New York 1885. This 
work will cover the entire range of Latin hymnology, and include 
translations of the more celebrated hymns). 

1Y. German translations of Latin hymns (mostly accompanied by the 
original text) are very numerous, e. g. by Bambach, 1817 sqq. (see 
above) ; C. Fortlage ( Gesange christl. Vorzeit , 1844) ; Karl Sim- 
rock ( Lauda Sion, 1850) ; Ed. Kauefer (Jesus- Hymnen, Sammlung 
altkirchl . lot. Gesange, etc. Leipz. 1854, 65 pages ) ; H. Stadelmann 
(AltchristL Hymnen und Lieder. Augsb. 1855); Bassler (1858); 
J. Fr. H. Schlosser (Die Kirche in ihren Liedern, Freiburg i. B. 
1863, 2 vols) ; G. A. Konigsfeld (Lai. Hymnen und Gesange, Bonn 
1847, new series, 1865. both with the original and notes). 

§ 96. Latin Hymns and Hymnists. 

The Latin church poetry of the middle ages is much better 
known than the Greek, and remains to this day a rich source of 
devotion in the Roman church and as far as poetic genius and 
religious fervor are appreciated. The best Latin hymns have 
passed into the Breviary and Missal (some with misimprove- 
ments), and have been often reproduced in modern languages. 
The number of truly classical hymns, however, which were 
inspired by pure love to Christ and can be used with profit by 
Christians of every name, is comparatively small. The poetry 
of the Latin church is as full of Mariolatry and hagiolatry as 
the poetry of the Greek church. It is astonishing what an 
amount of chivalrous and enthusiastic devotion the blessed 
Mother of our Lord absorbed in the middle ages. In Moneys 
collection the hymns to the Yirgin fill a whole volume of 457 
pages, the hymns to saints another volume of 579 pages, while 
the first volume of only 461 pages is divided between hymns to 
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God and to the angels. The poets intended to glorify Christ 
through his mother, but the mother overshadows the child, as in 
the pictures of the Madonna. She was made the mediatrix of 
all divine grace, and was almost substituted for Christ, who was 
thought to occupy a throne of majesty too high for sinful man 
to reach without the aid of his mother and her tender human 
sympathies. She is addressed with every epithet of praise, as 
Mater Dei, Dei Qenitrix, Mater summi Domini, Matter miseri- 
cordice, Mater bonitatis, Mater dolorosa, Mater jueundosa, Mater 
speciosa, Maris stdla, Mundi domina, Mundi spes, Porta para- 
disi, Regina eceli, Radix gratwe, Virgo virginum, Virgo regia 
Dei. Even the Te Dewtn was adapted to her by the distinguished 
St. Bonaventura so as to read 11 Te Matrern laudamus, Te Virginem 
eonftem,ur.' n 

The Latin, as the Greek, hymnists were nearly all monks ; 
but an emperor (Charlemagne ?) and a king (Robert of France) 
claim a place of honor among them. 

The sacred poetry of the Latin church may be divided into 
three periods : 1, The patristic period from Hilary (d. 368) and 
Ambrose (d. 397) to Venantius Fortunatus (d. about 609) and 
Gregory I. (d. 604); 2, the early mediaeval period to Peter 
Damiani (d. 1072); 3, the classical period to the thirteenth 
century. The first period we have considered in a previous 
volume. Its most precious legacy to the church universal is 
the Te Deum laudamus. It is popularly ascribed to Am- 
brose of Milan (or Ambrose and Augustin jointly), but in its 
present completed form does not appear before the first half of 
the sixth century, although portions of it maybe traced to earlier 
Greek origin; it is, like the Apostles’ Creed, and the Greek Gloria 
in Exaelsis, a gradual growth of the church rather than the pro- 
duction of any individual. 2 The third period embraces the 

1 See the Marianic Te Deum in Daniel, TI. 293 ; and in Mone, II. 229 sq. 

1 A curious mediaeval legend makes the Te Deum the joint product of St. 
Ambrose and St. Augustin, which was alternately uttered by both, as by inspira- 
tion, while Augustin ascended from the baptismal font; Ambrose beginning: Te 
Deum tmtdamue, Augustin responding : Te Duminum wnfttemur.” But neither 
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greatest Latin hymnists, as Bernard of Morlaix (monk of Cluny 
about 1150), Bernard of Clairvaux (d. 1153), Adam of St. Victor 
(d. 1192), Bonayentura (d. 1274), Thomas Aquinas (d. 1274), 
Thomas a Celano (about 1250), Jacopone (d. 1306 J, and pro- 
duced the last and the best Catholic hymns which can never die, 
as Hora JSTovisdma; Jesu dulois memoria; Salve caput cruen- 
tatum ; Btabat Mater ; and Dies Irce. In this volume we are 
concerned with the second period. 

Venantius Fortunatus, of Poitiers, and his cotemporary, Pope 
Gregoiy I., form the transition from the patristic poetry of 
Sedulius and Prudentius to the classic poetry of the middle ages. 

Fortunattjs (about 600) 1 was the fashionable poet of his 
day. A native Italian, he emigrated to Gaul, travelled ex- 
tensively, became intimate with St. Gregory of Tours, and the 
widowed queen Radegund when she lived in ascetic retirement, 
and died as bishop of Poitiers. He was the first master of the 
trochaic tetrameter, and author of three hundred poems, chief 
among which are the two famous passion hymns : 

“ Vexilla regis jprodeunt,'’ 

“The Royal Banners forward go : ” 

and 

“ Pange , lingua , gloriosi praslium certaminis” 

“Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle.” 

Both have a place in the Roman Breviary. 2 

the writings of one or the other contain the slightest trace of the hymn and its 
origin. The first historic testimony of its existence and use is the eleventh 
rule of St. Benedict of Nursia, a. n. 529, which prescribes to the monks of 
Monte Casino: “ Post quartum autem responsorium indpiat Abbas hyrmum, Te 
Dmm laudamvs But five or eight lines of the hymn are found in Greek as a 
part of the Gloria in Excdm (A kv iipiaroig, etc.) in the Alexandrian Codex 
of the Bible which dates from the fifth century. See Daniel, II 289 sqq. ; 
Christ, p. 39 (from Ka& fyepav to elg rovg al&vag), and Kayser, 437 sqq. Daniel 
traces the whole Te Dmm to a lost Greek original (of which the lines in the 
Cod. Alex, are a fragment), Kayser to an unknown Latin author in the second 
half of the fifth century, i. e. about one hundred years after the death of St. 
Ambrose. 

1 The dates of his birth and death are quite uncertain, and variously Btated 
from 530 or 550 to 600 or 609. 

a See two Latin texts with critical notes in Daniel, I. 160 sqq., rhymed 
English Versions by Mant, Caswall, and Heale. The originals are not 
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Gregory I. (d. 604), though far inferior to Fortunatus in 
poetic genius, occupies a prominent rank both in church poetry 
and church music. He followed Ambrose in the metrical form, 
the prayer-like tone, and the churchly spirit, and wrote for 
practical use. He composed about a dozen hymns, several of 
which have found a place in the Roman Breviary. 1 The best 
is his Sunday hymn : 

“ Primo dierum omnium ” 

“ On this first day when heaven on earth/’ 

or, as it has been changed in the Breviary, 

“Primo die quo Trinit as” 

“ To-day the Blessed Three in One 
Began the earth and skies ; 

To-day a Conqueror, God the Son, 

Did from the grave arise ; 

We too will wake, and, in despite 
Of sloth and languor, all unite, 

As Psalmists bid, through the dim night 
Waiting with wistful eyes.” 2 

The Venerable Bede (d. 735) wrote a beautiful ascension hymn : 

“ Hymnum canamus gloria” 

“ A hymn of glory let us sing ; ” 

and a hymn for the Holy innocents, 

“ Hymnum canentes Martyrum” 

“The hymn of conquering martyrs raise. ,,, 
rhymed, but very melodious. See vol. III. 597. The Opera of Fortunatus 
were edited by Luchi, Rom. 1786, and Migne in u Patrol. Lat.” vol. 88 (Paris 
1850). Comp. Ampere, Hist, litt&r. II. 275 sqq. ; Ebert, l c . L 494 sqq. For- 
tunatus is a very interesting character, and deserves a special monograph. 
Kayser devotes to him three chapters (p. 386-434). 

1 Daniel, 1. 175-183, gives ten hymns of Gregory, and an additional one 
(Laudes canamus) in vol. V. 248. Mone adds some more of doubtful author* 
ship, I. 370, 376 eqq. ; III. 325 sqq., and includes hymns in praise of Gregory, 
as “ 0 deem sacerdotum , flosque sanctorum \P English translations of his Brevi- 
ary hymns in Mant, Chambers, Caswall, Newman. On his merits as a poet* 
see Ebert, I. 827 sqq. Luther, in his TiscJireden (which are a strange mixture 
of truth and fiction), declared the passion hymn Hex Christej factor omnium , to 
be the best of all hymns ( u der allerbeste Hymnus”), but this extravagant 
praise is inconsistent with the poetic taste of Luther and the fact that he did 
not reproduce it in German. 

* From Newman’s free reproduction (in Verses on Various Occasions ). See 
the Latin text in both recensions in Daniel, I. 175. 

* Daniel, I. 206 sq. ; Mone, I. 1 (“ Primo Deus cedi globum ”) and 284 (Ave 
sacer Christi sanguis). The hymn for the infant martyrs at Bethlehem is far 
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Rabanus Maurtjs, a native of Mainz (Mayence) on the 
Rhine, a pupil of Alcuin, monk and abbot in the convent of 
Fulda, archbishop of Mainz from 847 to 856, was the chief 
poet of the Carol ingian age, and the first German who wrote 
Latin hymns. Some of them have passed into the Bre- 
viary. 1 

He is probably the author of the pentecostal Veni, Creator 
Spiritus 2 It outweighs all his other poems. It is one of the 
classical Tiatin hymns, and still used in the Catholic church on 
the most solemn occasions, as the opening of Synods, the creat- 
ing of popes and the crowning of kings. It was invested with 
a superstitious charm. It is the only Breviary hymn which 
passed into the Anglican liturgy as part of the office for ordain- 
ing priests and consecrating bishops. 3 The authorship has been 


inferior to the ScUvete flares Martyrum of Prudentios. The first of the hymns 
quoted in the text is translated by Mrs. Charles and by Neale- German ver- 
sions by Konigsfeld (Ihr Siegeshymnen schaMet taut, and Unschvldtger Kinder 
Martyrschaar ), Knapp, and others. Bede composed also a metrical history 
of St. Cuthbert, which Newman has translated in part (“Between two comrades 
dear 11 ). 

1 His carmim were edited from an old MS. found in the convent of Fulda 
by Christopher Brower, a Jesuit, in 1617 (as an appendix to the poems of 
Venantius Fortunatus), and reprinted in Migne’s Rab. Mauri Opera (1852), 
vol. VL f- 1583-1682. Comp. Kunsfcmann, Hrabanus MagnerUius Maurus, 
Mainz 1841 ; Koch, I. 90-93 ; Ebert, II. 120-145 ; Haucfc in Herzog 2 XII. 
459-465. Hauck refers to Dummler on the MS. tradition of the poems of 
R.M. 

2 So Brower, and quite recently S. W. Duffiela, in an article in SchafF a 
“ Rel. Encycl.” Ill, 2608 sq. Also Clement, Carmim, etc., p. 379. 

8 In the abridged and not very happy translation of Bishop Coain (only four 
stanzas), beginning: 

“Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire. 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart 11 

It was introduced into the Prayer Book after the Restoration, 1662. The 
alternate ordination hymn, “Come, Holy Ghost, eternal God/* appeared in 
1549, and was altered in 1662. 
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variously ascribed to Charlemagne/ to Gregory the Great/ also 
to Alcuin, and even to Ambrose, without any good reason. 
It appears first in 898, is found in the MS. containing the 
Poems of Rabanus Maurus, and in all the old Ge rman Bre- 
viaries; it was early and repeatedly translated into Ger man / 
and agrees very well in thought and expression with his treatise 
on the Holy Spirit. 4 

We give the original with two translations. 5 

1 By Tomasi (I. 375) and even Daniel (I. 213, sq. ; IV. 125), apparently 
also by Trench (p. 167). Tomasi based his view on an impossible tradition 
reported by the Boilandists {Acta SS. Apr. 1, 587), that Notker sent to 
Charlemagne (who died a hundred years before) his sequence Sancti Spintus 
adsit nobis gratia , and received in response the Veni, Creator Spiriius from the 
emperor (whose Latin scholarship was not sufficient for poetic composition). 
The author of the article “Hymns” in the 9th ed. of the “ Encycl. Brit.” 
revives the legend, but removes the anachronism by substituting for Charle- 
magne his nephew, Charles the Bald (who was still less competent for the 
task). 

2 By Mone (I. 242, note), Koch, Wackeraagel. Mone’s reasons are ‘‘the 
classical metre with partial rhymes, and the prayer-like treatment.” 

3 In the twelfth and thirteenth century (Komm, Schopfer , heiliger Geist), as 
also by Luther [Komm, Gott Schopfer, heiliger Geist), by Konigsfeld (Komm, 
Schopfer, heiVger Geist , erfreu ), and others. The oldest German translator (as 
reported by Daniel, I. 214), says that he who recites this hymn by day or by 
night, is secure against all enemies visible or invisible. 

4 As contained in his work De Universo 1. 1. c. 3 (in Migne’s edition of the 
Opera, V. 23-26). Here he calls the Holy Spirit digitus Dei (as in the 
hymn), and teaches the double procession which had come to be the prevailing 
doctrine in the West since the adoption of the Filioque at the Synod of Aix in 
809, though under protest of Leo III. against its insertion into the Nicene 
Creed. The scanning of Paracletus with a long penultimate differs from that 
of other Latin poets (Paracletos). 

6 The Latin text is from Brower, as reprinted in Migne (VI. 1657), with 
the addition of the first doxology. The first translation is by Robert CampbeU, 
1850, the second by Rev. S. W. Duffield, made for this work, Feb. 1884. Other 
English versions by Wither (1623), Drummond (1616), Cosin (1627), Tate 
(1703), Dryden (1700), Isaac Williams (1839), Bishop Williams (1845), 
Mant (“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest”), Benedict (“Spirit, heavenly life . 
bestowing ”), MacGill (“Creator Holy Spirit! come”), Morgan (“Creator 
Spirit, come in love”), in the Marquess of Bute’s Breviary (“Come, Holy 
Ghost, Creator come”). See nine of these translations in Odenheimer and 
Bird, /Simps of the Spirit, N. Y. 1871, p. 167-180 German versions are almost 
as numerous. Comp Daniel, I. 213 ; IV. 124; Mone, 1. 242 ; Koch, 1. 74 sq. 
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Vent, Creator Spiritus , 
Mentes tuorum visita. 
Imple supema gratia 
Qu<b tu creasti pedora. 


Qui Paracletus diceris , 
Donum Dei altissimi, 
Fons vivus , ignis , chariias t, 
Et spiritaMs unctio . 

Tu sepUformis munere , 
Dextroe Dei tu digitus, 

Tu rite Promissum Patris , 
Sermone ditans guttura. 

Accende lumen sensibus , 
Inf unde amorem cor dibus; 
Infirma nostri corporis , 
Yirtute firmans perpetim. 1 

Hostem repellas longius , 
Pacemque dones proUrms. 
Ductore sic teprcemo, 
Vvtemus omne noxium . 


Per te sciamus, da Pairem , 
Noscamus atque Klium , 
utriusque Spiritum , 
Oredamus omni tempore . 


Creator, Spirit, Lord of Grace, 

0 make our hearts Thy dwelling-place, 
And with Thy might celestial aid 
The souls of those whom Thou hast 
made. 

Come from the throne of God above, 
0 Paraclete, 0 Holy Dove, 

Come, Oil of gladness, cleansing Fire, 
And Living Spring of pure desire. 

0 Finger of the Hand Divine, 

The sevenfold gifts of Grace are Thine, 
And touched by Thee the lips proclaim 
All praise to God's most holy Name. 

Then to our souls Thy light impart, 
And give Thy Love to every heart 
Turn all our weakness into might, 

O Thou, the Source of Life and Light. 

Protect us from the assailing foe, 

And Peace, the fruit of Love, bestow ; 
Upheld by Thee, our Strength and 
Guide, 

No evil can our steps betide. 

Spirit of Faith, on us bestow 
The Father and the Son to know ; 
And, of the Twain, the Spirit, Thee t 
Eternal One, Eternal Three. 


[Sit Ians Patri cum ffilio, 
Sancto simul Paracleto , 
Nobisque mittat FUius 
Charisma Sancti Spiritus .] 2 


To God the Father let us sing; 
To God the Son, our risen King; 
And equally with These adore 
The Spirit, God for evermore. 


[Prcesta hoc Pater piissime , 

Patrique compar unice , 

Cum Spiritu Paracleto , 

Eegnans per omne soeculum .] * 

1 PerpeUm, adv., perpetually, constantly. Some copies rea Aperpeti (fro mperpes), 

*The concluding conventional benediction in both forms is a later addition. 
The first is given by Daniel (I. 214), and Mone (1. 242), the second in the text 
of Babanus Maurus. The scanning of Paracletos differs in both from that in 
the second stanza. 
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0 Holy Ghost, Creator, come! 

Thy people’s minds pervade ; 
And fill, with Thy supernal grace, 
The souls which Thou hast made. 


Thou who art called the Paraclete, 
The gift of God most high— 
Thou living fount, and fire and love, 
Our spirit’s pure ally; 

Thou sevenfold giver of all good ; 

Finger of God’s right hand ; 
Thou promise of the Father, rich 
In words for every land; 


Kindle our senses to a flame, 

And fill our hearts with love, 
And, through our bodies* weakness, 
still 

Pour valor from above! 

Drive further off our enemy, 

And straightway give us peace ; 
That with Thyself as such a guide, 
We may from evil cease. 

Through Thee may we the Father 
know, 

And thus confess the Son ; 

For Thee, from both the Holy 
Ghost, 

We praise while time shall run. 


In this connection we mention the Vmi, Sancte JSpiritus, the 
other great pentecostal hymn of the middle ages. It is gen- 
erally ascribed to King Bobebt of France (970-1031), the son 
and successor of Hugh Capet. 1 . He was distinguished for piety 
and charity, like his more famous successor, St. Louis IX,, and 
better fitted for the cloister than the throne. He was disci- 
plined by the pope (998) for marrying a distant cousin, and 
obeyed by effecting a divorce. He loved music and poetry, 
founded convents and churches, and supported three hundred 
paupers. His hymn reveals in terse and musical language 
an experimental knowledge of the gifts and operations of the 
Holy Spirit upon the heart. It is superior to the companion 
hymn, Veni, Creator Spiritus. Trench calls it “the loveliest” of 
all the Latin hymns, but we would give this praise rather to St 
Bernard's Jem dulcis memoria (“Jesus, the very thought of 
Thee)." The hymn contains ten half-stanzas of three lines 
each with a refrain in mm. Each line has seven syllables, and 
ends with a double or triple rhyme ; the third line rhymes with 
the third line of the following half-stanza. Neale has repro- 


1 A few writers claim it for Pope Innocent IH. 
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duced the double ending of each third line (as “ brilliancy ”• 
“ radiancy ”). 


Veni, Sancte Spiriius, 
J Et emittee ccelitus 
Lucis tucB radium . 


Holy Spirit, God of light! 

Come, and on our inner sight 
Pour Thy bright and heavenly ray I 


Veni, Pater pauper um, 
Veni, dator munerum, 
Veni, lumen eordium. 

Consolator optime, 
JDulcis hospes animce , 
JDulce refrigcrium : 


Father of the lowly ! come ; 

Here, Great Giver! be Thy home, 
Sunshine of our hearts, for aye ! 

Inmost Comforter and best ! 

Of our souls the dearest Guest, 
Sweetly all their thirst allay; 


In labore requies , 
In cestu temperies , 
In jLetu solatium. 


In our toils be our retreat. 

Be our shadow in the heat, 

Come and wipe our tears away. 


O lux beatissima, 
Eeple cordis intima , 
Tuorumfidelium. 


0 Thou Light, all pure and blest ! 
Fill with joy this weary breast, 
Turning darkness into day. 


Sine tuo nurnine 
Nihil est in homine 
Nihil est innoxium . 


For without Thee nought we find, 
Pure or strong in human kind, 
Nought that has not gone astray. 


Lava quod est sordidum , Wash us from the stains of sin, 

Riga quod est aridum , Gently soften all within, 

Sana quod est saucium. Wounded spirits heal and stay. 


Fleet e qvod est rigidum , What is hard and stubborn bend, 

Fove quod est languidum, What is feeble soothe and tend, 
j Eege quod est devium . What is erring gently sway. 


JDa tuis fidelibus, To Thy faithful servants give, 

In te confitentibfis , Taught by Thee to trust and live, 

Sacrum septenarium; Sevenfold blessing from this day; 


La virfutis meritum , Make our title clear, we pray, 

La salutis exitum, When we drop this mortal clay ; 

La perenne gaudium. 1 Then, — 0 give us joy for aye. 2 


1 See the Latin text in Daniel II. 35 ; V. 69 ; Mone, I. 244. In ver. 8 line 

2 Daniel reads frigidum for languidum . 

2 The English version is by Hamilton M. MacGill. Other English versions 
by John Austin, 1668 (‘‘Come, Holy Spirit”) : Miss Winkworth (*• Come, Holy 
Spirit, God and Lord”); Caswali, 1848 (“ Holy Spirit, Lord of Light”); 
Faber, 1849 (“ Come, Holy Spirit ! from the height '’) ; Robert Campbell, 1850 
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The following is a felicitous version by an American 
divine. 1 

Come, 0 Spirit ! Fount of grace ! 

From thy heavenly dwelling-place 
One bright morning beam im 
part: 

Come, 0 Father of the poor ; 

Come, 0 Source of bounties sure ; 

Come, 0 Sunshine of the heart ! 

Comforter of man the best ! Wash away each earthly stain, 

Making the sad soul thy guest; Flow o’er this parched waste again, 
Sweet refreshing in our fears, Heal the wounds of conscience 

In our labor a retreat, sore, 

Cooling shadow in the heat, Bind the stubborn will within, 

Solace in our falling tears. Thaw the icy chains of sin, 

Guide us, that we stray no more. 

Give to Thy believers, give, 

In Thy holy hope who live, 

All Thy sevenfold dower of love; 

Give the sure reward of faith, 

Give the love that conquers death. 

Give unfailing joy above. 

Notker, surnamed the Older, or j Balbuties (“the little Stam- 
merer,” from a slight lisp in his speech), was bom about 850 
of a noble family in Switzerland, educated in the convent of 
St. Gall, founded by Irish missionaries, and lived there as an 
humble monk. He died about 912, and was canonized in 1512. 3 

(“Come, 0 Spirit, Lord of grace’’); Neale, 1851 (“Come, Thou Holy Para- 
clete”); Ray Palmer, 1858 (“Come, Holy Ghost, in love”); Morgan 
(“Come, Holy Spirit, nigh”). Comp. Odenheimer and Bird, l c 181-190; 
German versions by Witzel, 1541; the Bohemian Brethren, 1544; Mart. 
Moller, 1584; Mart. Bebm, 1606. See Koch, 1. 100. 

x Dr. E. A. Washburn, late rector of Calvary Church, New York, a highly 
accomplished scholar (d. 1881). The version was made in 1860 and published 
in “ Voices from a Busy Life,” N. Y. 1883, p. 142. 

2 Comp, on Notker the biography of Ekkehard; Daniel V. 37 sqq.; Koch 
I. 94 sqq. ; Meyer von Knonau, Lebensbild des hett. Notker von St. Gotten t and 
his article in Herzog 2 X. 648 sqq. (abridged In Schaff-Herzog II. 1668) ; and 


O I thrice blessed light divine ! 
Come, the spirit’s inmost shrine 
With Thy holy presence fill ; 
Of Thy brooding love bereft, 
Naught to hopeless man is left; 
Naught is his but evil still. 
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He is famous as the reputed author of the Sequences (Se- 
quential), a class of hymns in rythmical prose, hence also called 
Proses ( Prosce ). They arose from the custom of prolonging 
the last syllable in singing the Alleluia of the Gradual, between 
the Epistle and the Gospel, while the deacon was ascending 
from the altar to the rood-loft (organ-loft), that he might thence 
sing the Gospel. This prolongation was called jubilatio or jubi- 
lus , or laudes , on account of its jubilant tone, and sometimes 
sequentia (Greek dxolou&ia), because it followed the reading of 
the Epistle or the Alleluia. Mystical interpreters made this 
unmeaning prolongation of a mere sound the echo of the jubi- 
lant music of heaven. A further development was to set words 
to these notes in rythmical prose for chanting. The name 
sequence was then applied to the text, and in a wider sense also 
to regular metrical and rhymed hymns. The book in which 
Sequences were collected was called Sequentiale. 1 

Notker marks the transition from the unmeaning musical se- 
quence to the literary or poetic sequence. Over thirty poems 
bear his name. His first attempt begins with the line 

“ Laudes Deo concinat orbis ubique totus” 

More widely circulated is his Sequence of the Holy Spirit : 

“ Sancti Spiritus adsit nobis gratia” 

“The grace of the Holy Spirit be present with us” 2 

The best of all his compositions, which is said to have been in- 
spired by the sight of the builders of a bridge over an abyss 

Ans. Schubiger, Die Sdngerschvle St. GaUens vom 8 ten bis 12 ten Jahrh. (Ein- 
piedlen, 1858). Daniel IL 3-31 gives thirty-five pieces under the title Notker 
et Notkericma . Neale (p. 32) gives a translation of one sequence : Sancti Spi- 
ritus adsit nobis gratia. 

1 For further information on Sequences see especially Neale's Epistola Oritiea 
de Seqvmtiis at the beginning of the fifth vol. of Daniel's The *. (p. £-36), fol- 
lowed by literary notices of Daniel ; also the works of Bartsch and Kehrein 
(who gives the largest collection), and Duffield in Schaffs Rel. Encyl. III. 161. 
Neale defines a sequentia: u prolongaiio syUabce rov Alleluia .” 

3 Translated by Neale, p. 32. 
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in the Martinstobe, is a meditation on death ( Antiphona de 
morte): 

“ Media vita in morte snmus : 

Quem qucBrimus adiutorem nisi te> Demine, 

Qui pro peccatis nostns juste irasceris t 
Sancte Deus, sancte fortis, 

Sancte et misericors Salvator : 

Amarce morti ne tradas nos ? 1 

This solemn prayer is incorporated in many burial services. 
In the Book of Common Prayer it is thus enlarged : 

“ In the midst of life we be in death : 

Of whom may we seek for succour, but of Thee, 

O Lord, which for our sins justly art moved? 

Yet, 0 Lord God most holy, 0 Lord most mighty, 

O holy and most merciful Saviour, 

Deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts. 

Shut not up thy merciful eyes to our prayers: 

But spare us, Lord most holy, 

O God moot mighty, 

O holy and merciful Saviour, 

Thou most worthy Judge eternal, 

Suffer us not, at our last hour, 

For any pains of death, 

To fall from Thee.” 2 

Peter Damiani (d. 1072), a friend of Hildebrand and 
promoter of his hierarchical reforms, wrote a solemn hymn on 
the day of death : 

u Gram me terrore pulsas vitae dies ultima 3 
"With what heavy fear thou smitest” 

1 Daniel, II. 329 ; Mone, I. 397. Several German versions, one by Luther 
(1524) : “ Mitten wir im Leben smd mit dem Tod umfanqen? This version is 
considerably enlarged and has been translated into English by Miss Winkworth 
in u Lyra Germanics ” : " In the midst of life behold Death has girt us round.” 
See notes in Schaff’s Deutsches Gesangbuch , No. 446. 

a The text is taken from The First Booh of Edward 77., 1549 (as republished 
by Dr. Morgan Dix, N. Y. 1881, p. 268). In the revision of the Prayer Book 
the third line was thus improved : 

u O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased (irasceris)? 

1 Daniel, I- 224. English Versions by Neale, Benedict, and Washburn (l e. 
p. 145). German translation by Konigsfeld : “ Wie du mich mit Schrecken 
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He is perhaps also the author of the better known descriptive 
poem on the Glory and Delights of Paradise, which is usually 
assigned to St. Augustin : 

u Ad per ennis vifce fontem mens sitivit arida , 

Claustra carnis prcesto frangi clausa qucerit anima : 

Gliscit, ambit, eluctatur exsulfrui patria .” 1 

The subordinate hymn-writers of our period are the fol- 
lowing: 2 

Isidor of Seville (. Mdoris Hispalensis , 560-636). A hymn 
on St. Agatha : “ Festum insigne prodiit ” 

Cyxilla of Spain. Hvmnus de S. Thurso et sociis: 
“ Exulta nimium turba fidelium.” 

Etjgenius of Toledo. Oratio S. Eugenii Toletani Episcopi : 
“ Rex Reus” 

Paulus Diaconus (720-800), of Monte Casino, chaplain of 
Charlemagne, historian of the Lombards, and author of a 
famous collection of homilies. On John the Baptist (“ Tit 
queant laxis)? and on the Miracles of St. Benedict ( Fratres 
alacri pectore ). 

Odo of Cluny (d. 941). A hymn on St. Mary Magdalene 
day, “Lauda, Mater Ecclesice,” translated by Neale: “ Exalt, O 

schuttelst ” Neale (p. 52) calls this a an awful hymn, the Dies Irce of individual 
life.” His version begins : 

li O what terror in thy forethought, Ending scene in mortal life !” 

1 Daniel, 1. 116-118 (jR hythmus de gloria et gaudiis JParadisi), under the name 
of St. Augustin. So also Clement, Garmina, p 162-166, who says that it is 
attributed to Augustin “per les metteurs critiques,” and that it is “un reflet de la 
Cite de Dim” But the great African father put his poetry into prose, and 
only furnished inspiring thoughts to poets. German translation by Konigsfeld 
(who gives it likewise under the name of St. Augustin) : 4 Nach des end gem, 
Lebens Qudlen.” 

3 See their hymns in Daniel, 1. 183 sqq., and partly in Mone, and Clement. 

3 From this poem (see Daniel I. 209 sq.) Guido of Arezzo got names for the 
six notes Ut, Be, Mi, Fa, Sol , La : 

u Tit queant laxis Be-sonare flbris 
Mirra gesiorum Fa-muli tuorum, 

Solve polluti Larbvi reatum , 

Sancte Joannes.” 
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mother Church, to-day, The clemency of Christ, thy Lord/’ 
It found its way into the York Breviary. 

Godescalcus (Gottschalk, d. about 950, not to be con- 
founded with his predestinarian namesake, who lived in the 
ninth century), is next to Notker, the best writer of sequences 
or proses, as “Lam Tibi, Christe ” (“Praise be to Thee, O 
Christ),” and Cedi enarrant (“The heavens declare the 
glory”), both translated by Neale. 

Fuebert of Chartres (died about 1029) wrote a paschal 
hymn adopted in several Breviaries: “ Chorus novae Jerusalem” 
(“ Ye choirs of New Jerusalem ”), translated by Neale. 

A few of the choicest hymns of our period, from the sixth to 
the twelfth century are anonymous. 1 To these belong : 

“ JSymnum diced, turba fratrum.” A morning hymn men- 
tioned by Bede as a fine specimen of the trochaic tetrameter. 

“ Sayusti venite.” A communion hymn. 

“ TJrbs beata Jerusalem .” 2 It is from the eighth century, and 
one of those touching New Jerusalem hymns which take their 
inspiration from the last chapter of St. John’s Apocalypse, and 
express the Christian’s home-sickness after heaven. The fol- 
lowing is the first stanza (with Neale’s translation) : 

“ Urbs beata Jerusalem, “ Blessed City, Heavenly Salem, 

Dicta parts visio, Vision dear of Peace and Love, 

Quae constriiitur in coelo Who, of living stones upbuilded. 

Finis ex lapidibus, Art the joy of HeaVn above, 

Et angelis coronata And, with angel cohorts circled, 

TJt sponsata comite ” As a Bride to earth dost move ! ” 

“ Apparebit repmtina .” An alphabetic and acrostic poem on 
the Day of Judgment, based on Matt. 25 : 31-36 ; from the 
seventh century ; first mentioned by Bede, then long lost sight 
of ; the forerunner of the Dies Irce, more narrative than lyrical, 

1 See Daniel, Sym/ni adespotoi circa see. VI-IX. conseripti, 1. 191 sqq. Mone 
gives a larger number. 

i In the Boman Breviary: “Oodestis urbs JerusaUm.' > Neale thinks that the 
changes in the revised Breviary of Urban Vlll. have deprived “ this grand 
hymn of half of its beauty.” 
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less sublime and terrific, but equally solemn. The following 
are the first lines in Neale’s admirable translation : 1 

"That great Day of wrath and terror. 

That last Day of woe and doom, 

Like a thief that comes at midnight, 

On the sons of men shall come ; 

When the pride and pomp of ages 
All shall utterly have passed, 

And they stand in anguish, owning 
That the end is here at last ; 

And the trumpet's pealing clangor, 

Through the earth's four quarters spread. 

Waxing loud and ever louder, 

Shall convoke the quick and dead: 

And the King of heavenly glory 
Shall assume His throne on high, 

And the cohorts of His angels 
Shall be near Him in the sky : 

And the sun shall turn to sackcloth. 

And the moon be red as blood, 

And the stars shall fall from heaven, 

Whelm'd beneath destruction's flood. 

Flame and fire, and desolation 
At the Judge's feet shall go : 

Earth and sea, and all abysses 
Shall His mighty sentence know.” 

“ Ave, Maris Stella” This is the favorite mediaeval Mary 
hymn, and perhaps the very best of the large number devoted to 
the worship of the “ Queen of heaven/’ which entered so deeply 
intQ the piety and devotion of the Catholic church both in the 
East and the West. It is therefore given here in full with the 
version of Edward Caswall . 2 

1 See the original in Daniel, 1. 194. Other English translations by Mrs. 
Charles, and E. C. Benedict. In German by Konigsfeld: tl JPlotdich wird der 
Tag encheinen” 

2 Daniel (I. 204) says of this hymn : u Hie hymwu Marianus, quern eedesia 
Catholiea semper ingenti cum favore proseciUa est, in omnibus bremarriis, quae 
inspiciendi unquam mihi occasio data est, ad honorem beatissimee vir girds cantandus 
prcescribUur , inprimis in Annuudatione ; apud perrmdtos tamen aliis quogue diebus 
Feeds Mariams adscriptvs est. Quee hyrmi reverentia ad receniiora usque tempora 
permaamt” It is one of the few hymns which Urban VIII. did not alter in 
his revision of the Breviary. Mone (II. 216, 218, 220, 2281 gives four varia- 
turns of Ave Maris Stella , which is used as the text. 
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“ Ave, Maria Stella , 1 2 
Dei Mater alma 
Atque semper Virgo , 
Felix coeli porta . 


Gabrielis ore , 

Funda nos in pace, 
Mutans nomen Evce? 

Solve vincla rets 
Profer lumen coeds, 
Mala nostra pelle, 

Bona cunetaposce . 

Monstra te esse matremf 
Sumat per te precem, 


Thlit esse tuus . 

Virgo singularis, 
Inter omnes mitis , 

Mbs culpis solutos 
Mites fac et castos . 

Vitam prcestapuram 
Iter para tutum, 

TJl videntes Iesum 
Semper colloetemur . 

Sit laus Deo Patri, 
Summo Christo decus, 


Honor trinus et unus. 


“Hail, thou Star-of-Ocean, 
Portal of the sky, 
Ever-Virgin Mother 
Of the Lord Most High! 

Oh, by Gabriel’s Ave 
Uttered long ago 
Eva’s name reversing, 
’Stablish peace below! 

Break the captive’s fetters. 
Light on blindness pour. 
All our ills expelling. 

Every bliss implore. 

Show thyself a mother, 8 
Offer Him our sighs, 

Who, for us Incarnate, 

Did not thee despise. 

Virgin of all virgins ! 

To thy shelter take us — 
Gentlest of the gentle I 

Chaste and gentle make us. 

Still as on we journey, 

Help our weak endeavor. 
Till with thee and Jesus, 

We rejoice for ever. 

Through the highest heaven 
To the Almighty Three, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, 

One same glory be. 


1 This designation of Mary is supposed to be meant for a translation of the 
name; maria being taken for the plural of mare: see Gen. 1 : 10 (Vulgate) 
* c congregationes aquarum appeUavit maria. Et vidit Deus , quod esset bonvm.” 
(See the note in Daniel, I. 205). Surely a most extraordinary exposition, not 
to say imposition, yet not too far-fetched for the middle ages, when Greek and 
Hebrew were unknown, when the Scriptures were supposed to have four 
s enses, an d allegorical and mystical fancies took the place of grammatical and 
historical exegesis, 

2 The comparison of Mary with Eve — the mother of obedience contrasted 
with the mother of disobedience, the first Eve bringing in guilt and ruin, the 
second, redemption and bliss — is as old as Irenseus (about 180) and is the fruit- 
ful germ of Mariolatry. The mystical change of Eva and Ave is mediaeval— a 
sort of pious conundrum. 

8 The words of our Lord to John: u Behold thy mother” (John 19 : 27), 
were supposed to be spoken to all Christians. 
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The Latin hymnody was only for priests and monks, and 
those few who understood the Latin language. The people 
listened to it as they do to the mass, and responded with the 
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison , which passed from the Greek 
church into the Western litanies. As the modem languages of 
Europe developed themselves out of the Latin, and out of the 
Teutonic, a popular poetry arose during the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries, and afterwards received a powerful impulse 
from the Reformation. Since that time the Protestant churches, 
especially in Germany and England, have produced the richest 
hymnody, which speaks to the heart of the people in their own 
familiar tongue, and is, next to the Psalter, the chief feeder of 
public and private devotion. In this body of evangelical hymns 
the choicest Greek and Latin hymns in various translations, 
reproductions, and transformations occupy an honored place and 
serve as connecting links between past and modern times in the 
worship of the same God and Saviour. 

§ 97. The Seven Sacraments. 

Mediaeval Christianity was intensely sacramental, sacerdotal 
and hierarchical. The ideas of priest, sacrifice, and altar are 
closely connected. The sacraments were regarded as the chan- 
nels of all grace and the chief food of the soul. They accom- 
panied human life from the cradle to the grave. The child was 
saluted into this world by the sacrament of baptism ; the old 
man was provided with the viaticum on his journey to the 
other world. 

The chief sacraments were baptism and the eucharist. Bap- 
tism was regarded as the sacrament of the new birth which 
opens the door to the kingdom of heaven ; the eucharist as the 
sacrament of sanctification which maintains and nourishes the 
new life. 

Beyond these two sacraments several other rites were dignified 
with that name, but there was no agreement as to the number 
before the scholastic period. The Latin saoramentim , like the 
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Greek mystery (of which it is the translation in the Vulgate), 
was long used in a loose and indefinite way for sacred and mys- 
terious doctrines and rites. Rabanus Maurus and Paschasius 
Radbertus count four sacraments, Dionysius Areopagita, six ; 
Damiani, as many as twelve. By the authority chiefly of Peter 
the Lombard and Thomas Aquinas the sacred number seven was 
at last determined upon, and justified by various analogies with 
the number of virtues, and the number of sins, and the neces- 
sities of human life . 1 * 

But seven sacraments existed as sacred rites long before the 
church was agreed on the number. We find them with only 
slight variations independently among the Greeks under the name 
of “mysteries” as well as among the Latins. They are, besides 
baptism and the eucharist (which is a sacrifice as well as a sac- 
rament) : confirmation, penance (confession and absolution), 
marriage, ordination, and extreme unetion. 

Confirmation was closely connected with baptism as a sort of 
supplement. It assumed a more independent character in the 
case of baptized infonts and took place later. It may be per- 
formed in the Greek church by any priest, in the Latin only by 
the bishop . 8 

Penance was deemed necessary for sins after baptism . 3 * * * * 

Ordination is the sacrament of the hierarchy and indispensable 
for the government of the church. 

1 Otto, bishop of Bamberg (between 1-139 and 1189), is usually reported to 

have introduced the seven sacraments among the Pomeranians whom he had 

converted to Christianity, but the discourse on which this tradition rests is of 

doubtful genuineness. The scholastic number seven was confirmed by the 

Council of Florence (the Greek delegates assenting), and by the Council of 

Trent which anathematizes all who teach more or less, Se ss. YU. can. I. The 
Protestant churches admit only two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
because these alone are especially commanded by Christ to be observed. Yet 
ordination and marriage, and in some churches confirmation also, are retained 
as solemn religious ceremonies. 

* The Lutheran church retains confirmation by the minister, the Anglican 
church by the bishop. 

* See above, 1 87, p. 381 sqq. 
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Marriage lies at the basis of the fa m ily and society in church 
and state, and was most closely and jealously guarded by the 
church against facility of divorce, against mixed marriages, and 
marriages between near relatives. 

Extreme miction with prayer (first mentioned among the 
sacraments by a synod of Pavia in 850, and by Damian i) was 
the viaticum for the departure into the other world, and based on 
the direction of St. James 5 : 14, 15 (comp. Mark 6 : 13; 16 : 
18). At first it was applied in every sickness, by layman as well 
as priest, as a medical cure and as a substitute for amulets and 
forms of incantation ; but the Latin church afterwards confined 
it to cases of extreme danger. 

The efficacy of the sacrament was defined by the scholastic 
term cx opere operato, that is, the sacrament has its intended 
effect by virtue of its institution and inherent power, inde- 
pendently of the moral character of the priest and of the reci- 
pient, provided only that it be performed in the prescribed 
manner and with the proper intention and provided that the 
recipient throw no obstacle in the way. 1 

Three of the sacraments, Damely baptism, confirmation, and 
ordination, have in addition the effect of conferring an indelible 
character. 2 Once baptized always baptized, though the benefit 
may be forfeited for ever; once ordained always ordained, 
though a priest may be deposed and excommunicated. 

1 Here, too, the Protestant (at least the Reformed) confessions differ from 
the Roman Catholic by requiring faith in active exercise as a condition of re- 
ceiving the benefit of the sacrament. In the case of infant baptism the faith of 
the parents or responsible guardians is taken into account. Without such 
faith the sacrament would be wasted and profaned. 

1 Character inddebili%. 
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§ 98. The Organ and the Bell 

To the external auxiliaries of worship were added the organ 
and the bell. 

The organ , 1 in the sense of a particular instrument (which 
dates from the time of St. Augustin), is a development of the 
Syrinx or Pandean pipe, and in its earliest form consisted of a 
small box with a row of pipes in the top, which were infla ted 
by the performer with the mouth through means of a tube at 
one end. It has in the course of time tmdergone considerable 
improvements. The use of organs in churches is ascribed to 
Pope Vitalian (657-672). Constantine Copronymos sent an 
organ with other presents to King Pepin of France in 767. 
Charlemagne received one as a present from the Caliph Haroun 
al Rashid, and had it put up in the cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle. 
The art of organ-building was cultivated chiefly in Germany. 
Pope John "VIII. (872-882) requested Bishop Anno of Freising 
to send him an organ and an organist. 

The attitude of the churches towards the organ varies. It 
shared to some extent the fate of images, except that it never 
was an object of worship. The poetic legend which Raphael 
has immortalized by one of his master-pieces, ascribes its 
invention to St. Cecilia, the patron of sacred music. The Greek 
church disapproves the use of organs. The Latin church intro- 
duced it pretty generally, but not without the protest of eminent 
men, so that even in the Council of Trent a motion was made, 
though not carried, to prohibit the organ at least in the mass. 
The Lutheran church retained, the Calvinistic churches rejected 
it, especially in Switzerland and Scotland ; but in recent times 
the opposition has largely ceased.® 

1 Orgamrn from the Greek ipyavov, which is used in the Septoagint for 
several musical terms in Hebrew, as eheli, ehinor (cithara), nephd ( nablium ), 
yugab. See the passages in Trommios, Concord. Or. V. LXX, H. 144. 

* See Hopkins and Rimbanlt : The Organ, Us History and Construction, 1865 ; 
E. de Coussemakee : Histoire des instruments de musique an moyen-age, Paris 
1839 ; Heinrich Otte : Handbuch der hircf/L Kimsiardiaologie, Leipz. 4th ed. 
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The bell is said to have been invented by Paulinus of Nola 
(d. 431) in Campania; 1 blit he never mentions it in his descrip- 
tion of churches. Various sonorous instruments were used 
since the time of Constantine the Great for announcing the 
commencement of public worship. Gregory of Tours mentions 
a “ signum ” for calling monks to prayer. The Irish used 
chiefly hand-bells from the time of St. Patrick, who himself 
distributed them freely. St. Columba is reported to have gone 
to church when the bell rang ( pulsante oampana ) at midnight. 
Bede mentions the bell for prayer at funerals. St. Sturm of 
Fulda ordered in his dying hours all the bells of the convent to 
be rung (779). In the reign of Charlemagne the use of bells 
was common in the empire. He encouraged the art of bell- 
founding, and entertained bell-founders at his court. Tancho, 
a monk of St. Gall, cast a fine bell, weighing from four hun- 
dred to five hundred pounds, for the cathedral at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. In the East, church bells are not mentioned before the 
end of the ninth century. 

Bells, like other church-furniture, were consecrated for sacred 
use by liturgical forms of benediction. They were sometimes 
even baptized; but Charlemagne, in a capitulary of 789, forbids 
this abuse. 2 The office of bell-ringers 3 was so highly esteemed 
in that age that even abbots and bishops coveted it. Popular 

1866, p. 225 sqq. 0. Wangemann : Gesch. der Orgd it nd der Orgdbaukunst, 
second ed. 1831. Comp, also Bingham, Augusti, Binterim, Siegel, Alt, and 
the art Organ in Smith and Cheetham, Wetzer and Welte, and in Herzog. 

1 Hence the names eampanum , or campana, nola (continued in the Italian 
language), but it is more probable that the name is derived from Campanian 
brass (ces eampanum,), which in parly times furnished the material for bells. 
In later Latin it is called cloqua, doeeum, docca, doea, also tintinndbvlum, Eng- 
lish: dock; German: Glocke; French: doche; Irish: dog (comp, the Latin 
drngere and the German klopfen). 

*“Ut doeeee non baptuentur.’’ According to Baronins, Annal. ad a. 968, 
Pope John XIII. baptized the great bell of the Lateran church, and called it 
John. The reformers of the. sixteenth century renewed the protest of Charle- 
magne, and abolished the baptism of bells as a profanation of the sacrament 
See Siegel, Handbueh der christL kirehlichen Allerlhumer, II. 243. 
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superstition ascribed to bells a magical effect in quieting storms 
and expelling pestilence. Special towers were built for them . 1 
The use of church bells is expressed in the old lines which are 
inscribed in many of them ; 


“ Lauda Deum verum, plebem voco , congrego clerum, 

Def undos ploro, pestem fugo.festaque honor o.” 2 

1 Called Campanile . The one oh place of San Marco at Venice is especially 
celebrated. 

2 The literature on bells is given by Siegel, II. 239, and Otte, p. 2 and 102. 
We mention Nic. Eggers Be Origine et Nomine Campanarum, Jen., 1684 ; by 
the same: De Campanarum Materia et Forma, 1685; Waller: Be Campania et 
prcedpuis earum TJsdms, Holm., 1694; Eschenweeker Circa Campanas, Hal., 
1708; J. B. Thiers: Traite des Cloches, Par., 1719; Montanus: Hist. Nachricht 
von den GlocJcen, etc., Chemnitz, 1726; Chryaander: Hist. Nachricht von Kirchen- 
Ghcken, Rinteln, 1755; Heinrich Olte. Glockenkunde, Leipz., 1858; comp, also 
his Handbuch der kircMichen Kunst-Arckdologic des deutschen Miltdalters, Leipz., 
1868, 4th ed., p. 245-248 (with illustrations) ; and the articles Bells, Ghcken, in 
the archaeological works of Smith and Cheetham, Wetzer and Welte, and Her- 
zog. Schiller has made the bell the subject of his greatest lyric poem, which 
ends with this beautiful description of its symbolic meaning: 

“ TJnd dim sei fortan dvr Beruf, 

Wozil der Meister sie erschuf: 

Hoch uber’m niedem Erderdeben 
Soil sie im blauen Himmelszelt, 

Die Nachbarin des Bonners, schweben 
TJnd grdnzen an die Stemcnwelt; 

Soli eine Stimme sein von oben, 

Wie der Gestime helle Schaar, 

Die ihren Schopfer wandelnd loben 
Und fuhren das bekrdnzte Jahr . 

Nur ewigen und emsten Dingen 
Sei ihr metaWner Mund geweiht, 

TJnd stundlich mil den schnellen Schwinger, 

Betruhr * im Fluge sie die Zed . 

Dm Schicksal leihe sie die Zunge; 

Sdbai herzhs , ohne Mitgefuhl, 

Begletie sie mil dvrem Schwmge 
Des Lebens wechsdvolles Spiel 
TJnd wie der Klang im Ohr vergehet, 

Der machlig tonend dvr enischaUt, 

So lehre sie, doss nichts bestehet, 

Dcm dies Irdische verhdUJ' 
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99. Th& Worship of Scants. 

Comp. vol. IH. U 81-87 (p. 409-460). 

The Worship of Saints, handed down from the Nicene age, 
was a Christian substitute for heathen idolatry and hero- 
worship, and well suited to the taste and antecedents of the 
barbarian races, but was equally popular among the culti- 
vated Greeks. The scholastics made a distinction between 
three grades of worship : 1) adoration (Xarpec'a), which belongs 
to God alone; 2) veneration ( Soohta ), which is due to the saints 
as those whom God himself has honored, and who reign with 
him in heaven ; 3) special veneration (bnepSooXeca), which is 
due to the Virgin Mary as the mother of the Saviour and the 
queen of all saints. But the people did not always mind this 
distinction, and the priests rather encouraged the excesses of 
saint-worship. Prayers were freely addressed to the saints, 
though not as the givers of the blessings desired, but as inter- 
cessors and advocates. Hence the form : “Pray for us” ( Ora 
pro nobis). 

The number of saints and their festivals multiplied very 
rapidly. Each nation, country, province or city chose its patron 
saint, as Peter and Paul in Rome, St. Ambrose in Milan^ St. 
Martin, St. Denys (Dionysius) and St. Germain in France, St. 
George in England, St. Patrick in Ireland, St. Boniface in 
Germany, and especially the Virgin Mary, who has innumer- 
able localities and churches under her care and protection. The 
feet of saintship was at first decided by the voice of the people, 
which was obeyed as the voice of God. Great and good men 
and women who lived in the odor of sanctity and did eminent 
service to the cause of religion as missionaries or martyrs or 
bishops or monks or nuns, were gratefully remembered after 
their death; they became patron saints of the country or prov- 
ince of their labors and sufferings, and their worship spread 
gradually over the entire church. Their relics were held sacred; 
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their tombs were visited by pilgrims. The metropolitans 
usually decided on the claims of saintship for their province 
down to A. D. 1153. 1 But to check the increase and to prevent 
mistakes, the popes, since Alexander III. a. d. 1170, claimed 
the exclusive right of declaring the fact, and prescribing the 
worship of a saint throughout the whole (Latin) Catholic 
church. 2 This was done by a solemn act called canonization . 
From this was afterwards distinguished the act of beatification, 
which simply declares that a departed Catholic Christian is 
blessed ( beatus ) in heaven, and which within certain limits 
permits (but does not prescribe) his veneration. 3 

The first known example of a papal canonization is the 
canonization of Ulrich, bishop of Augsburg (d. 973), by John 
XV. who, at a Lateran synod composed of nineteen dignitaries, 
in 993, declared him a saint at the request of Luitolph (Leut- 
hold), his successor in the see of Augsburg, after hearing his 
report in person on the life and miracles of Ulrich. His 
chief merit was the deliverance of Southern Germany from the 
invasion of the barbarous Magyars, and his devotion to the 

1 Sometimes also bishops, synods, and, in cases of political importance, kings 
and emperors. The last case of a metropolitan canonization is ascribed to the 
archbishop of Rouen, A. D. 1153, in favor of St. Gaucher, or Gaultier, abbot 
of Pontoise (d. April 9, 1130). But Labbe and Alban Butler state that he was 
canonized by Celestine 111. in 1194. It seems that even at a later date some 
bishops exercised a limited canonization ; hence the prohibition of this prae* 
tice as improper by Urban VIII. in 1625 and 1634. 

a The occasion of the papal decision in 1170 was the fact that the monks of 
a convent in the diocese of Lisieux worshiped as a saint their prefect, who had 
been killed in the refectory by two of their number in a state of intoxication. 

* Comp, on this subject Benedict XIV. (Lambertini) : De Servonm Dei 
BecUificcUicme et Bealorum Camm&atiwM. Bononiae 1734~ 7 38; ed. II. Venet. et 
Patav.l743,4vols. fol. Ferraris: Bibliotheca Oamomoot, s. v. Veneratio Sanct- 
orum/’ Canonization includes seven privileges: 1) recognition as saint by 
the whole (Roman) church; 2) invocation in public and private prayers; 
3) erection of churches and altars to the honor of the saints ; 4) invocation at 
the celebration of the mass; 5) appointment of special days of commemora- 
tion ; 6) exhibition of their images with a crown on their head ; 7) exhibition 
of their bones and relics for veneration. The question whether the papal 
bulls of canonization are infallible and de fide, or only sententi a communis at 
certa, seems to be still disputed among Roman Catholics. 
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interests of his large diocese. He used to make tours of visita- 
tion on an ox-cart, surrounded by a crowd of beggars and 
cripples. He made two pilgrimages to Rome, tike second in his 
eighty-first year, and died as an humble penitent on the bare 
floor. The bull puts the worship of the saints on the ground 
that it redounds to the glory of Christ who identifies himself 
with his saints, but it makes no clear distinction between the 
different degrees of worship. It threatens all who disregard 
this decree with the anathema of the apostolic see . 1 

A mild interpretation of the papal prerogative of canonization 
reduces it to a mere declaration of a fact preceded by a careful 
examination of the merits of a case before the Congregation of 
Rites. But nothing short of a divine revelation can make such 
a fact known to mortal man. The examination is conducted by 
a regular process of law in which one acts as Advocatus Diaboli 
or accuser of the candidate for canonization, and another as 
Advocatus Dei. Success depends on the proof that the can- 
didate must have possessed the highest sanctity and the power 
of working miracles either during his life, or through his 

1 See Mansi, XIX. f. 169-179. The bull is signed by the pope, five bishops, 
nine cardinal priests, an archdeacon and four deacons. It decrees that the 
memory of Saint Udalricus be venerated " affectu piisimo et devotione fidelis- 
svma,” and be dedicated to divine worship (“divino cultni dicata”). It justifies 
it by the reason i( quoniam sic adoramus (/) et colimus rdiquias martyrum et confer 
sorum, ut earn , cuius martyres et confessores sunt, adoremus . Honaramus servos, ut 
honor redundet inDominum, qui dixit: 1 Qui vos reeipit me redpit ac proinde 
nos, qui fiduciam nostros justitics non hahemus , iUorum precibus et mentis apud 
dementissimum Deumjugiter adiuvemur.” The bull mentions many miracles of 
Ulrich, “qucs sive in corpore, sive extra corpus gesta sunt , videlicet c oscos illumi- 
nasse, dcemones ab obsessis corponbus effugasse, paralyticos curasse, et quamplwrima 
alia signa gessisse” On the fife of St. Ulrich see the biography by his friend 
and companion Gerhard (between 983 and 993), best edition by Wirtz in the 
Monwau O. Scriptores, IV. 377 sqq. ; Acta Sand Bolland. ad 4 Jul. ; Mabillon, 
Acta Ordinis S. B., V, 415-477 ; Braun, Qesch. der Bischofe von Augsburg 
(Augsb. 1813), vol. I.; Schrodl, in Wetzer and Welte, vol. XI. 370-383, and 
Vogel in Herzog 1 vol. XVI. 624-628. Ulrich cannot be the author of a tract 
against celibacy which was first published under his name by Flacius in his 
Catalogus Testium VeritaMs, but dates from the year 1059 when Pope Nicola 1 ' 
EL issued a decree enforcing celibacy. See Vogel, l c. p. 627. 
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dead bones, or through invocation of his aid. A proverb says 
that it requires a miracle to prove a miracle. Nevertheless it is 
done by papal decree on such evidence as is satisfactory to Ro man 
Catholic believers. 1 

The question, how the saints and the Virgin Mary can hear 
so many thousands of prayers addressed to them sim ultaneously 
in so many different places, without being clothed with the divine 
attributes of omniscience and omnipresence, did not disturb the 
faith of the people. The scholastic divines usually tried to 
solve it by the assumption that the saints read those prayers in 
the omniscient mind of God. Then why not address God di- 
rectly? 

In addition to the commemoration days of particular saints, 
two festivals were instituted for the commemoration of all the 
departed. 

The Festival of All Saints 2 was introduced in the West by 
Pope Boniface IV. on occasion of the dedication of the Pantheon 
in Pome, which was originally built by Agrippa in honor of 
the victory of Augustus at Actium, and dedicated to Jupiter 
Vindex ; it survived the old heathen temples, and was presented 
to the pope by the Emperor Phocas, A. D. 607 ; whereupon it 

1 The most recent acts of canonization occurred in our generation. Pope 
Pius IX. canonized In 1862 with great solemnity twenty-six Japanese mis- 
sionaries and converts of the Franciscan order, who died in a persecution in 
1597. Leo XIII. canonized, December 8, 1881, four comparatively obscure 
saints of ascetic habits and self-denying charity, namely, Giovanni Battista de 
Rossi, Lorenzo di Brindisi, Giuseppe Labre, and Clara di Montefalco. A 
Roman priest describes “the blessed Labre 99 as a saint who “never washed, 
never changed his linen, generally slept under the arches of the Colosseum 
and prayed for hours together in the Church of the Orphanage where there is 
a tablet to his memory.” St Labre evidently did not believe that “ cleanliness 
is next to godliness ” 

* Omnium Sanctorum Natalis, or Festivitas, Solemnitas, AUerheiligenfcsL The 
Greek church had long before a similar festival in commemoration of all mar- 
tyrs on the first Sunday after Pentecost, called K vpicud) top * Ay lav ic&vtqv. 
Chrysostom, in a sermon for that day, says that on the Octave of Pentecost the 
Christians were surrounded by the host of martyrs. In the West the "first 
Sunday after Pentecost was devoted to the Trinity, and dosed the festival part 
of the church year. See voL III. 408. 
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was cleansed, restored and dedicated to the service of God in the 
name of the ever- Virgin Maiy and all martyrs. Baronius tells 
us that at the time of dedication on May 13 the bones of mar- 
tyrs from the various cemeteries were in solemn procession 
transferred to the church in twenty-eight carriages. 1 From 
Rome the festival spread during the ninth century over the 
West, and Gregory IV. induced Lewis the Pious in 835 to 
make it general in the Empire. The celebration was fixed on 
the first of November for the convenience of the people who 
after harvest had a time of leisure, and were disposed to give 
thanks to God for all his mercies. 

The Festival of All Souls 2 is a kind of supplement to that 
of All Saints, and is celebrated on the day following (Nov. 2). 
Its introduction is traced to Odilo, Abbot of Cluny, in the tenth 
century. It spread very soon without a special order, and ap- 
pealed to the sympathies of that age for the sufferings of the 
souls in purgatory. The worshippers appear in mourning; the 
mass for the dead is celebrated with the “ Dies tree, Dies iUa,” 
and the oft-repeated “Requiem ceternam dona eis, Domine ” In 
some places (e.g. in Munich) the custom prevails of covering the 
graves on that day with the last flowers of the season. 

The festival of Michael the Archangel, 3 the leader of the 
angelic host, was dedicated to the worship of angels, 4 on the 
29th of September. 5 It rests on no doctrine and no fact, but on 
the sandy foundation of miraculous legends.* We find it first 

1 Martyrologio Romano , May 13 and Nov. 1. The Pantheon or Rotunda, 
like Westminster Abbey, and St. Paul’s Cathulral in London, contains the 
ashes of other distinguished men besides saints, and is the resting-place of 
Raphael, and since 1883 even of Victor Emanuel, the founder of the Kingdom 
of Italy, whom the pope regards as a robber of the patrimony of Peter- 

2 Omnium Fidelium defunctorum Memoria or Commemoration Allerseelentag. 

8 Festum S. Michaelis, or Michadis Archangeti, Michaelmas . 

4 Hence also called Festum omnium Angdorum , St. Michad and all Angels. 

5 In the Eastern church on November 8. The origin of the Eastern cele- 
bration is obscure. 

• Namely, sundry apparitions of Michael, at Choxue, near Coloss®, in Monte 
Gargano in the diocese of Sipontum in Apulia (variously assigned to A. D. 492, 
520, and 536), in Monte Tumba in Normandy (about 710), and especially one 
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in the East. Several churches in and near Constantinople were 
dedicated to St. Michael, and Justinian rebuilt two which had 
become dilapidated. In the West it is first mentioned by a 
Council of Mentz in 813, as the u dedicatio 8 . Michaelis” among 
the festivals to be observed; and from that time it spread 
throughout the Church in spite of the apostolic war ning against 
angelolatry (Col. 2: 18; Eev. 19: 10; 22: 8, 9). 1 

§ 100. The Worship of Images . Literature . Different Theories . 

Comp. Vol. II., chs. vi. (p. 266 sqq.) and vii. (p. 285 sqq.) ; Vol. UL U 
109-111 (p. 560 sqq.). 

(I.) John of Da m ascus (chief defender of image-worship, about 750) : 
A 6yot. cltt o?lo yj]r lkol npog tov g dLafiaTJiovrag rag ayiag eifcdvag (ed. Le Quien 
I. 305). Nicephokus (Patriarch of Constantinople, d. 828) : Brevia - 
rium Hist, (to A. d. 769), ed. Petavius, Paris, 1616. Theophanes 
(Confessor and almost martyr of image-worship, d. c. 820) : Chrono- 
graphia ;, cum notis Goari et Combefisii r Par., 1655, Yen. 1729, and in 
the Bonn ed. of the Byzant. historians, 1839, Tom. L (reprinted in 
Migne’s “Patrol. Grseca,” Tom. 108). The later Byzantine his- 
torians, who notice the controversy, draw chiefly from Theophanes ; 
so also Anastasius ( Historia Eccles .) and Paulas Diaconus (Hhtoria 
miscella and Hist. Longobardorum ). 

The letters of the popes, and the acts of synods, especially the Acta 
Condlii Nicceni II. (a.d. 787) in Mansi, Tom. XIII., and Habduin, 
Tom. IV. 

M. H. Gold AST: Imperialia Decreta de Cultu Imaginum in utroque imperio 
promulgata . Frankf., 1608. 

The sources are nearly all on the orthodox side. The seventh oecu- 
menical council (787) ordered in the fifth session that all the books 
against images should be destroyed. 

(II.) J- Dall^eus (Calvinist) : De Irnaginitms. Lugd. Bat, 1642. 

to Pope Gregory I. in Borne, or his successor, Boniface III. (607-610), after a 
pestilence over the Moles Hudriani, which ever since has been called the Cas- 
tello di St. Angelo, and is adorned by the statue of an angel. 

1 See vol. ITT. 444 sq.; Acta Sand., Sept. 29; Siegel, Handbuch der christL 
hircbl. Alterthum&r, , III. 419-425; Smith & Cheetham, 11.1176-1180; also 
Augusti, Binterim, and the monographs mentioned by Siegel, p. 419. The 
angel-worship in Colossse was heretical and probably of Essenic origin. See 
the commentaries in he., especially Lightfoot, p. 101 sqq. A council of Lao- 
dicea near Coloswe, about 363, found it necessary strongly to forbid angelolatry 
as then still prevailing in Phrygia. St- Augustin repeatedly objects to it, De 
vera Bel . 110; Gmf. X. 42; De Oiv. D. X. 19, 25. 



448 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


L. Maimbottbg (Jesuit) : Histoire de V hi/ride des ieonoclastes. Paris, 
1679 and 1683, 2 toIs- (Hefele, ID. 371, calls this work “nicht gam 
zuverlasdg,” not quite reliable). 

Fb. Spanheim (Calvinist) : Historia Imaginum restitute. Lugd. Bat. 
1686 (in Opera, II. 707). 

Chb. W. Fb. Walch (Lutheran) : Ketzerkistorie. Leipz., 1762 sqq., vol. 
X. (1782) p. 65-828, and the whole of vol. XI. (ed. by Spittler, 1785). 
Very thorough, impartial, and tedious. 

F. Ch. Schlosseb: Qeschiehte der bilderstiirmenden Kaiser des ostromisch- 
en Reichs. Frankf. a. M., 1812. 

J. Marv (E. C.) : Der Bidder streit der Byzant. Kaiser. Trier, 1839. 
Bishop Hefele : Gondliengesch. vol III. 366-490 ; 694-716 (revised ed., 

Freib. i. B. 1877). 

K. Schenk : Kaiser Leo IK. Kin Beitrag zur Geschichie des BUderstreites. 

Halle, 1880. 

General Church Histories: 1) R. Cath.: Babonius, Pagi, Natalis 
Alexander, Alzog, Hergenkotheb (I. 121-143; 152-168). 2) 
Protest: Basnage, Gibbon (eh. 49), Schbceckh (voLXX.), Ne- 
andeb (IH. 197-243 ; 532-553, Bost. ed.; full and fair); Gieseleb 
(II. 13-19, too short). 

The literature on the image-controversy is much colored by the doctrinal 
stand-point of the writers. Gibbon treats it with cold philosophical 
indifference, and chiefly in its hearing on the political fortunes of 
the Byzantine empire. 

With the worship of saints is closely connected a subordinate 
worship of their images and relics. The latter is the legitimate 
application of the former. But while the mediaeval churches 
of the East and West — with the exception of a few protesting 
voices — were agreed on the worship of saints, there was a vio- 
lent controversy about the images which kept the Eastern 
church in commotion for more than a century (a. d. 724 - 842 ), 
and hastened the decline of the Byzantine empire. 

The abstract question of the use of images is connected with 
the general subject of the relation of art to worship. Chris- 
tianity claims to be the perfect and universal religion ; it 
pervades with its leavening power all the faculties of man and 
all departments of life. It is foreign to nothing which God has 
made. It is in harmony with all that is true, and beautiful, and 
good. It is friendly to philosophy, science, and art, and fakes 
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them into its service. Poetry, music, and architecture achieve 
their highest mission as handmaids of religion, and have de- 
rived the inspiration for their noblest works from the Bible. 
Why then should painting or sculpture or any other art which 
comes from God, be excluded from the use of the Church? 
Why should not Bible history as well as all other history admit 
of pictorial and sculptured representation for the instruction and 
enjoyment of children and adults who have a taste for beauty? 
Whatever proceeds from God must return to God and spread 
his glory. 

But from the use of images for ornament, instruction and 
enjoyment there is a vast step to the worship of images, and 
experience proves that the former can exist without a trace of 
the latter. In the middle ages, however, owing to the prevail- 
ing saint-worship, the two were inseparable. The pictures wei\ 
introduced into churches not as works of art, but as aids and 
objects of devotion. The image-controversy was therefore a< 
purely practical question of worship, and not a philosophical 
or artistic question. To a rude imagination an ugly and re- 
volting picture served the devotional purpose even better than 
one of beauty and grace. It was only towards the close of the 
middle ages that the art of Christian painting began to produce 
works of high merit. Moreover the image-controversy was 
complicated with the second commandment of the decalogue 
which clearly and wisely forbids, if not all kinds of figurative 
representations of the Deity, at all events every idolatrous and 
superstitious use of pictures. It was also beset by the difficulty 
that we have no authentic pictures of Christ, the Madonna and 
the Apostles or any other biblical character. 

We have traced in previous volumes the gradual introduction 
of sacred images from the Roman Catacombs to the close of the 
sixth century. The use of symbols and pictures was at first 
quite innocent and spread imperceptibly with the growth of the 
worship of saints. The East which inherited a love for art from 
the old Greeks, was chiefly devoted to images, the Western bar- 
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barians who could not appreciate works of art, cared more for 
relics. 

We may distinguish three theories, of which two came into 
open conflict and disputed the ground till the year 842. 

1. The theory of image-wobship. It is the orthodox 
theory, denounced by the opponents as a species of idolatry, 1 but 
strongly supported by the people, the monks, the poets, the 
women, the Empresses Irene and Theodora, sanctioned by the 
seventh oecumenical Council (787) and by the popes (Gregory 
II., Gregory III. and Hadrian I). It maintained the right and 
duty of using and worshipping images of Christ, the Virgin, and 
the saints, but indignantly rejected the charge of idolatry, and 
made a distinction (often disregarded in practice) between a 
limited worship due to pictures, 2 and adoration proper due to 
God alone. 3 Images are a pictorial Bible, and speak to the 
eye even more eloquently than the word speaks to the ear. 
They are of special value to the common people who cannot 
read the Holy Scriptures. The honors of the living originals 
in heaven were gradually transferred to their wooden pictures 
on earth ; the pictures were reverently kissed and surrounded 
by the pagan rites of genuflexion, luminaries, and incense ; and 
prayers were thought to be more effective if said before them. 
Enthusiasm for pictures went hand in hand with the worship of 
saints, and was almost inseparable from it. It kindled a poetic 
inspiration which enriched the service books of the Greek 
church. The chief hymnists, John of Damascus, Cosraas of 
Jerusalem, Germanus, Theophanes, Theodore of the Studium, 
were all patrons of images, and some of them suffered deposi- 
tion, imprisonment, and mutilation for their zeal; but the 
Iconoclasts did not furnish a single poet. 4 

The chief argument against this theory was the second com- 

1 Its advocates were called AumoXirpm, tjvXoXarpai, e’lSaSoX&Tpw,. 

* Tifarrudj wpooKfnwnS' For this word the Latin has no precise equivalent 
The English word “ worship” is used in different senses. 

* larpeia, adoratio. 

4 See 8 94> p. 403 aqq. 
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mandment. It was answered in various ways. The prohibition 
was understood to be merely temporary till the appearance of 
Christ, or to apply only to graven images, or to the making 
of images for idolatrous purposes. 

On the other hand, the cherubim over the ark, and the 
brazen serpent in the wilderness were appealed to as examples 
of visible symbols in the Mosaic worship. The incarnation of 
the Son of God furnished the divine warrant for pictures of 
Christ. Since Christ revealed himself in human form it can be 
no sin to represent him in that form. The significant silence 
of the Gospels concerning his personal appearance was supplied 
by fictitious pictures ascribed to St. Luke, and St. Veronica, and 
that of Edessa. A superstitious fancy even invented stories of 
wonder-working pictures, and ascribed to them motion, speech, 
and action. 

It should be added that the Eastern church confines images 
to colored representations on a plane surface, and mosaics, but 
excludes sculptures and statues from objects of worship. The 
Roman church makes no such restriction. 

2. The iconoclastic theory occupies the opposite extreme. 
Its advocates were called image-breakers. 1 It was maintained by 
the energetic Greek emperors, Leo III. and his son Constantine, 
who saved the tottering empire against the invasion of the 
Saracens ; it was popular in the army, and received the sanction 
of the Constantinopolitan Synod of 7 54. It appealed first and last 
to the second commandment in the decalogue in its strict sense 
as understood by the Jews and the primitive Christians. It was 
considerably strengthened by the successes of the Mohammedans 
who, like the Jews, charged the Christians with the great sin of 
idolatry, and conquered the cities of Syria, Palestine, and Egypt 
in spite of the sacred images which were relied on for protec- 
tion and miraculous interposition. The iconoclastic Synod of 
754 denounced image-worship as a relapse into heathen idolatry, 

1 E bcovoiMoTai (from i&atj, to break), eiKovoKavcrcu, eiitovofidx 01 * XP L0TLaV0KC ^ 
•rijyopoi. 



452 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


which the devil had smuggled into the church in the place of 
the worship of Grod alone in spirit and in truth. 

The iconoclastic party, however, was not consistent; for it 
adhered to saint-worship which is the root of image-worship, 
and instead of sweeping away all religious symbols, it retained 
the sign of the cross with all its superstitious uses, and justified 
this exception by the Scripture passages on the efficacy of the 
cross, though these refer to the sacrifice of the cross, and not to 
the sign. 

The chief defect of iconoclasm and the cause of its failure 
was its negative character. It furnished no substitute for image- 
worship, and left nothing but empty walls which could not 
satisfy the religious wants of the Greek race. It was very 
different from the iconoclasm of the evangelical Reformation, 
which put in the place of images the richer intellectual and 
spiritual instruction from the Word of God. 

3. The moderate theory sought a via media between image- 
worship and image-hatred, by distinguishing between the sign 
and the thing, the use and the abuse. It allowed the repre- 
sentation of Christ and the saints as aids to devotion by calling 
to remembrance the persons and facts set forth to the eye. 
Pope Gregory I. presented to a hermit at his wish a picture of 
Christ, of Mary, and of St. Peter and St. Paul, with a letter in 
which he approves of the natural desire to have a visible re- 
minder of an object of reverence and love, but at the same time 
warned him against superstitious use. “We do not,” he says, 
“kneel down before the picture as a divinity, but we adore 
Him whose birth or passion or sitting on the throne of majesty 
is brought to our remembrance by the picture.” The same pope 
commended Serenus, bishop of Marseilles, for his zeal against 
the adoration of pictures, but disapproved of his excess in that. 
direction, and reminded him of the usefulness of such aids for 
the people who had just emerged from pagan barbarism and 
could not instruct themselves out of the Holy Scriptures. The 
Frankish church in the eighth and ninth centuries took a more 
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decided stand against the abuse, without, however, going to the 
extent of the iconoclasts in the East. 

In the course of time the Latin church went just as far if not 
further in practical image-worship as the Eastern church after 
the seventh oecumenical council. Gregory II. stoutly resisted 
the iconoclastic decrees of the Emperor Leo, and made capital 
out of the controversy for the independence of the papal throne. 
Gregory III. followed in the same steps, and Hadrian sanc- 
tioned the decree of the second council of Mcsea. Image-worship 
cannot be consistently opposed without surrendering the worship 
of saints. 

The same theories and parties reappeared again in the age of 
the Reformation : the Roman as well as the Greek church ad- 
hered to image-worship with an occasional feeble protest against 
its abuses, and encouraged the development of fine arts, especially 
in Italy; the radical Reformers (Carlstadt, Zwingli, Calvin, 
Knox) renewed the iconoclastic theory and removed, in an 
orderly way, the pictures from the churches, as favoring a 
refined species of idolatry and hindering a spiritual worship ; 
the Lutheran church (after the example set by Luther and his 
friend Lucas Kranach), retained the old pictures, or replaced 
them by new and better ones, but freed from former superstition. 
The modem progress of art, and the increased mechanical facili- 
ties for the multiplication of pictures have produced a change in 
Protestant countries. Sunday School books and other works for 
old and young abound in pictorial illustrations from Bible 
history for instruction; and the masterpieces of the great re- 
ligious painters have become household ornaments, but will 
never be again objects of worship, which is due to God alone. 

NOTES. 

The Council of Trent, Seas- XXV. held Dec. 1563, sanctions, together 
with the worship of saints and relics, also the “ legitimate use of images” 
in the following terms : “ Moreover, that the images of Christ, of the 
Virgin Mother of God, and of the other saints, are to be had and re- 
tained particularly in temples, and that due honor and veneration are to 
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be given them ; not that any divinity, or virtue, is believed to be in 
them, on account of which they are to be worshiped; or that anything 
is to be asked of them ; or that trust is to be reposed in images, as was 
of old done by the Gentiles, who placed their hope in idols; but because 
the honor which is shown them is referred to the prototypes which those 
images represent; in such wise that by the images which we kiss, and 
before which we uncover the head, and prostrate ourselves, we adore 
Christ, and we venerate the saints, whose similitude they bear : as, by 
the decrees of Councils, and especially of the second Synod of Nicsea, 
has been defined against the opponents of images.” The Profession of 
the Tridentine Faith teaches the same in art. IX. (See Schaff, Greeds , II. 
p. 201, 209). 

The modern standards of the Eastern Church reiterate the decision 
of the seventh (Ecumenical Council. The Synod of Jerusalem, or the 
Confession of Dositheus, includes pictures of Christ, the mother of God, 
the saints and the holy angels who appeared to some of the patriarchs 
and prophets, also the symbolic representation of the Holy Spirit under 
the form of a dove, among the objects of worship (7cpotncuvovfiev ml rtpopev 
KCU aaTratfpE&a). See Schaff, 1. c. II. 436. The Longer Russian Cate- 
chism, in the exposition of the second commandment (Schaff, II. 527), 
thus speaks of this subject: 

“ What is an icon (eik&v) ? 

“The word is Greek, and means an image or representation. In the 
Orthodox Church this name designates sacred representations of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, God incarnate, his immaculate Mother, and his 
saints. 

“ Is the use of holy icons agreeable to the second commandment ? 

ct It would then, and then only, be otherwise, if any one were to make 
gods of them ; but it is not in the least contrary to this commandment to 
honor icons as sacred representations, and to use them for the religious 
remembrance of God’s works and of his saints ; for when thus used icons 
are books, writen with the forms of persons and things instead of letters. 
(See Greg. Magn. lib. ix. Ep. 9, ad Seren. Epis.). 

“What disposition of mind should we have when we reverence icons? 

“While we look on them with our eyes, we should mentally look to 
God and to the saints, who are represented on them.” 

§ 101. The Iconoclastic War, and the Synod of 754. 

The history of the image-controversy embraces three periods : 
I) The war upon images and the abolition of image-worship by 
the Council of Constantinople, A. d. 726-754. 2) The reaction 
in favor of image-worship, and its solemn sanction by the 
second Council of Nicsea, A. D. 754-787. 3) The renewed con- 
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flict of the two parties and the final triumph of image-worship, 
a. D. 842. 

Image-worship had spread with the worship of saints, and 
become a general habit among the people in the Eastern church 
to such an extent that the Christian apologists had great diffi- 
culty to maintain their ground against the charge of idolatry 
constantly raised against them, not only by the Jews, but also 
by the followers of Islam, who could point to their rapid suc- 
cesses in support of their abhorrence of every species of idolatry. 
Churches and church-books, palaces and private houses, dresses 
and articles of furniture were adorned with religious pictures. 
They took among the artistic Greeks the place of the relics 
among the rude Western nations. Images were made to do ser- 
vice as sponsors in the name of the saints whom they repre- 
sented. Fabulous stories of their wonder-working power were 
circulated and readily believed. Such excesses naturally called 
forth a reaction. 

Leo III., called the Isaurian (716-741), a sober and energetic, 
but illiterate and despotic emperor, who by his military talents 
and successes had risen from the condition of a peasant in the 
mountains of Isauria to the throne of the Caesars, and delivered 
his subjects from the fear of the Arabs by the new invention of 
the "Greek fire,” felt himself called, as a second Josiah, to 
use his authority for the destruction of idolatry. The Byzan- 
tine emperors did not scruple to interfere with the internal 
affairs of the church, and to use their despotic power for the 
purpose. Leo was influenced by a certain bishop Constantinusi 
of Nakolia in Phrygia, and by a desire to break the force of 
the Mohammedan charge against the Christians. In the sixth 
year of his reign he ordered the forcible baptism of Jews and 
Montanists (or Manichseans) ; the former submitted hypoeriti- 

1 Not Theophilus, as Baronins and Sehlosser erroneously call him. See 
Heffele, III. 372. Theophanes mentions also a renegade Beser, who had be- 
come a Mohammedan, and then probably returned to Christianity and stood 
in high honor at the court of Leo. 
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cally and mocked at the ceremony ; the latter preferred to set 
fire to their meeting-houses and to perish in the flames. Then, 
in the tenth year (726), 1 he began his war upon the images. At 
first he only prohibited their worship, and declared in the face of 
the rising opposition that he intended to protect the images against 
profanation by removing them beyond the reach of touch and 
hiss. But in a second edict (730), he commanded the removal 
or destruction of all the images. The pictured walls were to be 
whitewashed. He replaced the magnificent picture of Christ 
over the gate of the imperial palace by a plain cross. He re- 
moved the aged Germanus, patriarch of Constantinople, and 
put the iconoclastic Anastasius in his place. 

These edicts roused the violent opposition of the clergy, the 
monks, and the people, who saw in it an attack upon religion 
itself. The servants who took down the picture from the palace 
gate were killed by the mob. John of Damascus and Germanus, 
already known to us as hymnists, were the chief opponents. 
The former was beyond the reach of Leo, and wrote three elo- 
quent orations, one before, two after the forced resignation of 
Germanus, in defence of image-worship, and exhausted the 
argument. 2 The islanders of the Archipelago under the control 
of monks rose in open rebellion, and set up a pretender to the 
throne; but they were defeated, and their leaders put to death. 
Leo enforced obedience within the limits of the Eastern empire, 
but had no power among the Christian subjects of the Saracens, 
nor in Rome and Ravenna, where his authority was openly set 
at defiance. Pope Gregory II. told him, in an insulting letter 
(about 729), that the children of the grammar-school would 
throw their tablets at his head if he avowed himself a destroyer 
of images, and the unwise would teach him what he refused to 
learn from the wise.® Seventy years afterwards the West set 

1 There is considerable confusion about the beginning of the conflict and the 
precise order of events. See Hefele, III. 376 sqq. 

See summaries of his Myoi airoAcryqrucoi in Scbroeckh and Neander. 

* According to older historians (Baronins), the pope even excommunicated 
the emperor, withdrew his Italian subjects from their allegiance, and forbade 
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up an empire of its own in close connection with the bishop of 
Borne. 

Constantine ~V. } surnamed Copronymos, 1 during his long reign 
of thirty-four years (741-775), kept up his father’s policy with 
great ability, vigor and cruelty, against popular clamor, sedition 
and conspiracy. His character is very differently judged ac- 
cording to the doctrinal views of the writers. His enemies 
charge him with monstrous vices, heretical opinions, and the 
practice of magical arts; while the iconoclasts praise him 
highly for his virtues, and forty years after his death still 
prayed at his tomb. His administrative and military talents 
and successes against the Saracens, Bulgarians, and other ene- 
mies, as well as his despotism and cruelty (which he shares with 
other Byzantine emperors) are beyond dispute. 

He called an iconoclastic council in Constantinople in 754, 
which was to be the seventh oecumenical, but was afterwards 
disowned as a pseudo-synod of heretics. It numbered three 
hundred and thirty subservient bishops under the presidency of 
Archbishop Theodosius of Ephesus (the son of a former empe- 
ror), and lasted six months (from Feb. 10th to Aug. 27th); but 
the patriarchs of Jerusalem, Antioch, and Alexandria, being 
under Moslem rule, could not attend, the see of Constantinople 
was vacant, and Pope Stephen III. disregarded the imperial sum- 
mons. The council, appealing to the second commandment and 
other Scripture passages denouncing idolatry (Bom. 1: 23, 25 ; 
John 4: 24), and opinions of the Fathers (Epiphanius, Euse- 
bius, Gregory Nazianzen, Chrysostom, etc.), condemned and 
forbade the public and private worship of sacred images on pain 

the payment of tribute. But this is an error. On the contrary, in a second 
letter, Gregory expressly disclaims the power of interfering with the sovereign, 
while he denies in the strongest terms the right of the emperor to interfere 
with the Church. See the two letters of Gregory to Leo (between 726 to 731) 
in Mansi, XII. 959 sqq., and the discussion in Hefele, III. 389-404. 

1 The surname Ko-rrpuvvfio; (from n6ivpog, dung) was given him by his enemies 
on account of his having polluted the baptismal font in his infancy. Theo- 
phanes, Ckronogr. ed. Bonn. I. 615. He was also called OaieUwnu, from his 
love of horses. 
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of deposition and excommunication, but (inconsistently) ordered 
at the same time that no one should deface or meddle with 
sacred vessels or vestments ornamented with figures, and for- 
mally declared its agreement with the six oecumenical councils, 
and the lawfulness of invoking the blessed Virgin and saints. 
It denounced all religious representations by painter or sculptor 
as presumptuous, pagan and idolatrous. Those who make pic- 
tures of the Saviour, who is God as well as man in one insepa- 
rable person, either limit the incomprehensible Godhead to the 
bounds of created flesh, or confound his two natures, like Eufy- 
ches, or separate them, like Nestorius, or deny his Godhead, like 
Arius ; and those who worship such a picture are guilty of the 
same heresy and blasphemy. The eucharist alone is the proper 
image of Christ. A three-fold anathema was pronounced on 
the advocates of image- worship, even the great John of Damas- 
cus under the name of Mansur, who is called a traitor of Christ, 
an enemy of the empire, a teacher of impiety, and a perverter 
of the Scriptures. The acts of the Synod were destroyed except 
the decision (o/>oc) and a brief introduction, which are embodied 
and condemned in the acts of the second Nicene Council. 1 

The emperor carried out the decree with great rigor as far as 
his power extended. The sacred images were ruthlessly de- 
stroyed and replaced by white- wash or pictures of trees, birds, 
and animals. The bishops and clergy submitted; but the monks 
who manufactured the pictures, denounced the emperor as a 
second Mohammed and heresiarch, and all the iconoclasts as 
heretics, atheists and blasphemers, and were subjected to impris- 
onment, flagellation, mutilation, and all sorts of indignities, 
even death. The principal martyrs of images during this reign 
(from 761-775) are Petrus Kalabites (i. e. the inhabitant of a 
hut, xaXtjfty), Johannes, Abbot of Monagria, and Stephanus, 
Abbot of Auxentius, opposite Constantinople (called “ the new 
Stephanus,” to distinguish him from the proto-martyr). The 
emperor made even an attempt to abolish the convents. 2 

i Mansi, XIII. 205-363 ; Gieseler, II. 16; Hefele, III. 410-418. 

*011 these persecutions see, besides Theophanes, the Acta Sand I. of the 
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§ 102. The Restoration of Image- Worship by the Seventh (Ecu- 
menical Council , 787. 

Leo TV., called Chazarus (776—780), kept up the laws against 
images, though with more moderation. But his wife Irene of 
Athens, distinguished for beauty, talent, ambition and intrigue, 
was at heart devoted to image-worship, and after his death and 
during the minority of her son Constantine VI. Porphyroge- 
nitus, labored with shrewdness and perseverance for its restora- 
tion (780-802). At first she proclaimed toleration to both par- 
ties, which she afterwards denied to the iconoclasts. She raised 
the persecuted monks to the highest dignities, and her secretary, 
Tarasius, to the patriarchal throne of Constantinople, with the 
consent of Pope Hadrian, who was willing to overlook the 
irregularity of the sudden election of a layman in prospect 
of his services to orthodoxy. She removed the iconoclastic 
imperial guard, and replaced it by one friendly to her views. 

But the crowning measure was an oecumenical council, which 
alone could set aside the authority of the iconoclastic council of 
754. Her first attempt to hold such a council at Constantinople 
in 786 completely failed. The second attempt, owing to more 
careful preparations, succeeded. 

Irene convened the seventh oecumenical council in the year 
787, at Nicsea, which was less liable to iconoclastic disturbances 
than Constantinople, yet within easy reach of the court, and 
famous as the seat of the first and weightiest oecumenical coun- 
cil. It was attended by about three hundred and fifty bishops, 1 
under the presidency of Tarasius, and held only eight sessions 
from September 24 to October 23, the last in the imperial palace 
of Constantinople. Pope Hadrian I‘. sent two priests, both called 

Bolland. for Oct, Tom. TIE 124 sqq. (publ. Brussels, 1853), and Hefele, 
in 421-428. 

1 The accounts vary between 330 and 367. The Acts are signed by 308 
bishops and episcopal representatives. Nicephoros, the almost contempora- 
neous patriarch of Constantinople, in a letter to Leo HL, mentions only 150 
See Hefele, m. 460. 
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Peter, whose names stand first in the Acts. The three Eastern 
patriarchs, who were subject to the despotic rule of the Saracens, 
could not safely leave their homes; but two Eastern monks, 
John, and Thomas, who professed to be syncelli of two of these 
patriarchs and to have an accurate knowledge of the prevailing 
orthodoxy of Egypt and Syria, were allowed to sit and vote in 
the place of those dignitaries, although they had no authority 
from them, and were sent simply by a number of their fellow- 
monks. 1 

The Nicene Council nullified the decrees of the iconoclastic 
Synod of Constantinople, and solemnly sanctioned a limited 
worship (proskynesis) of images. 2 

Under images were understood the sign of the cross, and pic- 
tures of Christ, of the Virgin Mary, of angels and saints. 
They may be drawn in color or composed of Mosaic or formed 
of other suitable materials, and placed in churches, in houses, 
and in the street, or made on walls and tables, sacred vessels 
and vestments. Homage may be paid to them by kissing, bow- 
ing, strewing of incense, burning of lights, saying prayers be- 
fore them; such honor to be intended for the living objects in 
heaven which the images represented. The Gospel book and 
the relics of martyrs were also mentioned among the objects of 
veneration. 

The decree was fortified by a few Scripture passages about 
the Cherubim (Ex. 25: 17-22; Ezek. 41: 1, 15, 19; Heb. 9: 
1-5), and a large number of patristic testimonies, genuine and 

1 Theodore of the Studium, himself a zealous advocate of image-worship, 
exposes this trick, and intimates that the council was not strictly oecumenical, 
although he sometimes gives it that name. The question connected with these 
two irresponsible monks is discussed with his usual minuteness and prolixity 
by Walch, X. 551-558. See also Neander, III. 228, and Hefele, III. 459. 

* The definition (5poj) sanctions the aoiraofibs Kai nprrrua) icpoaKvviiaie, oaculum 
(or salutaMo) et honoraria adoratio, but not aXrj&ivt) larpeia $ npiirtt povrj rfj fafy 
tyvoti, vera latna, qua mlam divintm naturam deeel. Mansi, XIII. 378 sq. The 
term aairaapSc embraces salutation and kies, the irpooKvmioit, bowing the knee 
and other demonstrations of reverence, see p. 450. 
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forged, and alleged miracles performed by images. 1 A presby- 
ter testified that he was cured from a severe sickness by a pic- 
ture of Christ. Bishop after bishop, even those who had been 
members of the Synod of 754, renounced his iconoclastic opin- 
ions, and large numbers exclaimed together: “We all have 
sinned, we all have erred, we all beg forgiveness.” Some pro- 
fessed conscientious scruples, but were quieted when the Synod 
resolved that the violation of an oath which was contrary to the 
law of God, was no perjury. At the request of one of the Bo- 
man delegates, an image was brought into the assembly, and 
reverently kissed by all. At the conclusion, the assembled 
bishops exclaimed unanimously: “Thus we believe. This is 
the doctrine of the apostles. Anathema upon all who do not 
adhere to it, who do not salute the images, who call them idols, 
and who charge the Christians with idolatry. Long life to 
the emperors! Eternal memory to the new Constantine and 
the new Helena! God protect their reign! Anathema upon 
all heretics! Anathema especially upon Theodosius, the false 
bishop of Ephesus, as also upon Sisinnius and Basilius ! The 
Holy Trinity has rejected their doctrines.” Then follows an 
anathema upon other distinguished iconoclasts, and all who do 
not confess that Christ’s humanity has a circumscribed form, 
who do not greet the images, who reject the ecclesiastical tradi- 
tions, written or unwritten ; while eternal memory is given to 
the chief champions of image-worship, Germanus of Constanti- 
nople, John of Damascus, and George of Cyprus, the heralds of 
truth. 2 

1 Walch (X. 572) pays of these proofs from tradition “Die untergcschobenen 
Schriften, die in der Hawptsache nichts entscheidenden JStellen und die mit grosser 
XJniwmmheit vsrdrehten Ausspriiche sind so hayfig, dass man sick beides fiber die 
Umoissenheit und Unverschamtheit nicht genug vei'vmndem kann , welche in diesen 
Sammlungen sichtbar sind. 17 Even moderate Roman Catholic historians, as 
Alexander Natalis and Fleury, admit quietly the errors in some patristic quo- 
tations. 

* See the acts of the council in the twelfth and thirteenth vols. of Mansi, and 
a summary in Hefele, III. 460-482. On the different texts and defective 
Latin versions, see Walch, X. 420-422, and Hefele, IU. 486. Gibbon calls 
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The decrees of the Synod were publicly proclaimed in an 
eighth session at Constantinople in the presence of Irene and 
her son, and signed by them; whereupon the bishops, with the 
people and soldiers, shouted in the usual form : “ Long live the 
orthodox queen-regent.” The empress sent the bishops home 
with rich presents. 

The second Council of ISfiaea stands far below the first in 
moral dignity and doctrinal importance, and occupies the lowest 
grade among the seven oecumenical synods; but it determined 
the character of worship in the oriental church for all time to 
come, and herein lies its significance. Its decision is binding 
also upon the Roman church, which took part in it by two papal 
legates, and defended it by a letter of Pope Hadrian to Charle- 
magne in answer to the Libri Carolini. Protestant churches 
disregard the council because they condemn image-worship as a 
refined form of idolatry and as a fruitful source of superstition; 
and this theory is supported by the plain sense of the second 
commandment, the views of the primitive Christians, and, nega- 
tively, by the superstitions which have accompanied the history 
of image-worship down to the miracle-working Madonnas of 
the nineteenth century. At the same time it may be readily 
conceded that the decree of Nicsea has furnished aid and comfort 
to a low and crude order of piety which needs visible supports, 
and has stimulated the development of Christian art. Iconoclasm 
would have killed it. It is, however, a remarkable fact that 
the Catholic Raphael and Michael Angelo, and the Protestant 
Lucas Kranach and Albrecht Diirer, were contemporaries of the 
Reformers, and that the art of painting reached its highest per- 
fection at the period when image-worship for a great part of 

the acta "a carious monament of superstition and ignorance, of falsehood and 
folly.” This is too severe, bat not without some foundation. The personal 
character of Irene casts a deep shadow over the Council, and would have been 
condemned even by the Byzantine historians, if her devotion to images had 
not so blinded them and Roman historians, like Baronius and Maimbourg, that 
they excuse her darkest crimes and overwhelm her with praise. 
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Christendom was superseded by the spiritual worship of God 
alon^. 

A few months after the Mcene Council, Irene dissolved the 
betrothal of her son, the Emperor Constantine, to Botrude, a 
daughter of Charlemagne, which she herself had brought about, 
and forced him to marry an Armenian lady whom he afterward 
cast off and sent to a convent. 1 From this time dates her rup- 
ture with Constantine. In her ambition for despotic power, she 
rendered him odious by encouraging his bad habits, and at last 
incapable of the throne by causing his eyes to be plucked out, 
while he was asleep, with such violence that he died of it (797). 
It is a humiliating fact that Constantine the Great, the convener 
of the first Nicene Council, and Irene, the convener of the 
second and last, are alike stained with the blood of their own 
offspring, and yet honored as saints in the Eastern church, in 
whose estimate orthodoxy covers a multitude of sins. 2 She 
enjoyed for five years the fruit of unnatural cruelty to her only 
child. As she passed through the streets of Constantinople, four 
patricians marched on foot before her golden chariot, holding 
the reins of four milk-white steeds. But these patricians con- 
spired against their queen and raised the treasurer Nicephorus 
to the throne, who was crowned at St. Sophia by the venal 
patriarch. Irene was sent into exile on the Isle of Lesbos, and 
had to earn her bread by the labors of her distaff as she had 
done in the days of her youth as an Athenian virgin. She 
died of grief in 803. With her perished the Isaurian dynasty. 
Startling changes of fortune were not uncommon among princes 
and patriarchs of the Byzantine empire. 

1 Charlemagne afterwards offered Irene his band with a view to unite the 
Eastern and Western empires, and she accepted the offer; but her prime-min- 
ister, Aetius, who wished to raise his own brother, Leo, to the throne^ pre- 
vented the marriage. 

* The memory of Irene is celebrated by the Greeks on the 15th of August. 
Her patriarch, Tarasius (d. 806), is canonized in the Roman as well as the 
Cheek Church. 
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§ 103. Iconoclastic Reaction , and Final Triumph, of Image - 
Worship, A. d. 842. 

Walch, X. 592-828. Hefele, IV. 1-6 ; 38-17 ; 104-109. 

Dar ing the five reigns which succeeded that of Irene, a period 
of thirty-eight years, the image- war was continued with varying 
fortunes. The soldiers were largely iconoclastic, the monks and 
the people in favor of image-worship. Among these Theodore 
of the Studium was distinguished by his fearless advocacy and 
cruel suffer ing s under Leo V., the Armenian (813-820), who was 
slain at the foot of the altar. Theophilus (829-842) was the 
last and the most cruel of the iconoclastic emperors. He per- 
secuted the monks by imprisonment, corporal punishment, and 
mutilation. 1 

But his widow, Theodora, a second Irene, without her vices, 1 
in the thirteenth year of her regency during the minority of 
Minhaftl the Drunkard, achieved by prudent and decisive mea- 
sures the final and permanent victory of image-worship. She 
secured absolution for her deceased husband by the fiction of a 
death-bed repentance, although she had promised him to make 
no change. The iconoclastic patriarch, John the Grammarian, 
was banished and condemned to two hundred lashes ; the monk 
Methodius of opposite tendency (honored as a confessor and 

1 Hefele, IV- 105, says that under this reign the famous poets, Theophanes 
and his brother, Theodore of the Studium, were punished with two hundred 
lashes and the branding of Greek mock-verses on their forehead, whence they 
received the name “ the Marked ” ( ypcnrroi ). But, according to the Bolland- 
ists, Theophanes died in 820, and Hefele himself, III. 370, puts his death in 
818, although in vol. IV. 108 he reports that Theophanes ypairris was made 
bishop of Smyrna by Theodora, 842. See on this conflict in chronology above, 
p. 407 

3 The tongue of slander, however, raised the story of her criminal intimacy 
with the patriarch Methodius, whom she had appointed. The court instituted 
an investigation during which the patriarch by indecent exposure furnished 
the proof of the physical impossibility of sexual sin on his part; whereupon 
the accuser confessed that she had been bribed by his iconoclastic predecessor. 
Hefele, IV. 109. 
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saint) was put in his place ; the bishops trembled and changed 
or were deposed ; the monks and the people were delighted. A 
Synod at Constantinople (the acts of it are lost) reenacted the 
decrees of the seven oecumenical Councils, restored the worship 
of images, pronounced the anathema upon all iconoclasts, and 
decided that the event should be hereafter commemorated on the 
first Sunday in Lent by a solemn procession and a renewal of 
the anathema on the iconoclastic heretics. 

On the 19th of February, 842, the images were again intro- 
duced into the churches of Constantinople. It was the first 
celebration of the “ Sunday of Orthodoxy,” 1 which afterwards 
assumed a wider meaning, as a celebration of victory over all 
heresies. It is one of the most characteristic festivals of the 
Eastern church. The old oecumenical Councils are dramatically 
represented, and a threefold anathema is pronounced upon all 
sorts of heretics such as atheists, antitrinitarians, upon those 
who deny the virginity of Mary before or after the birth of 
Christ, the inspiration of the Scriptures, or the immortality of 
the soul, who reject the mysteries (sacraments), the traditions 
and councils, who deny that orthodox princes rule by divine 
appointment and receive at their unction the Holy Ghost, and 
upon all iconoclasts. After this anathema follows the grate- 
ful commemoration of the orthodox confessors and “all who 
have fought for the orthodox faith by their words, writings, 
teaching, sufferings, and godly example, as also of all the pro- 
tectors and defenders of the Church of Christ.” In conclusion 
the bishops, archimandrites and priests kiss the sacred icons. 2 

§ 104. The Caroline Books and the Frankish Church on Imago- 

Worship. 

I. Libri Caromht, first ed. by Elias Philyra ( i . e., Jean du Tillet, or 
lilius, who was suspected of Calvinism, but afterwards became 

1 f] Kvpcaiaj rfjg bpMol-ia f. 

* See the description of Walch (X. 800-808) from the Byzantine historians^ 
and from Allacd, and King (on the Russian church). 



466 


FOUKTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


bishop of Meaux), from a French (Paris) MS., Paris, 1549; then by 
Melchior Goldast in his collection of imperial decrees on the lmage- 
controyersy, Francof., 1608 (67 sqq.), and in the first vol. of his Col- 
lection of Cbnstitutiones imperiales, with the addition of the last ch. 
(lib. IV., c. 29), which was omitted by Tilius; best ed. by Ch.A. Heu- 
mann, Hanover, 1781, under the title: Augusta Condlii Nicceni II, 
Censura, h. e., Caroh Magni de impio imaginum cultu libri IV., with 
prolegomena and notes. The ed. of Abbe Migne, in his “Patrol. 
Lat.,” Tom. 98, f. 990-1248 (in vol. H. of Opera Caroli M.), is a re- 
print of the ed. of Tilius, and inferior to Heumann’s ed. (“ Es ist zu 
bedauem. ” says Hefele, III. 696, “ dass Migne, statt Besseres, entschie- 
den Geringeres geboten hat, als man bisher schon besass ’\) 

II. Walch devotes the greater part of the eleventh vol. to the history of 
image-worship in the Frankish Church from Pepin to Louis the 
Pious. Neandeb, III. 233-243 ; Gieseler, II. 66-73 ; Hefele, III 
694-716; Hergenrother, I. 553-557. Floss: De suspecta 

% librorum Carolinorum fide* Bonn, 1860. BeifFERSCHBID : Narraiio 
de Vaticano librorum Carolinorum Codice . Breslau, 1873. 

The church of Rome, under the lead of the popes, accepted 
and supported the seventh oecumenical council, and ultimately 
even went further than the Eastern church in allowing the wor- 
ship of graven as well as painted images. But the church in 
the empire of Charlemagne, who was not on good terms with 
the Empress Irene, took a position between image-worship and 
iconoclasm. 

The question of images was first discussed in France under 
Pepin in a synod at Gentilly near Paris, 767, but we do not 
know with what result. 1 Pope Hadrian sent to Charlemagne a 
Latin version of the acts of the Nicene Council ; but it was so 
incorrect and unintelligible that a few decades later the Roman 
librarian Anastasias charged the translator with ignorance of 
both Greek and Latin, and superseded it by a better one. 

1 See Walch, XL 7-36; Hefele, III. 461-463. The sources are silent. Walch 
carefully gives the different conjectures of Baronius, Pagi, Daill4, Natalis, 
Alexander, Maimburg, Fleury, Sirmond, Spauheim, Basnage, Semler. No- 
thing new has been added since. But the preceding iconoclastic zeal of Bishop 
Serenus of Marseilles, and the succeeding position of Charlemagne and the 
Frankish church, rather favor the inference of Sirmond and Spanheim, that 
the synod rejected the worship of images. 
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Charlemagne, with the aid of his chaplains, especially Alcuin, 
prepared and published, three years after the Nicene Coun- 
cil, an important work on image-worship under the title Qua- 
tuor IAbri Carolini (790). 1 He dissents both from the iconoclastic 
synod of 754 and the anti-iconoclastic synod of 787, but more 
from the latter, which he treats very disrespectfully. 2 He decid- 
edly rejects image-worship, but allows the use of images for orna- 
ment and devotion, and supports his view with Scripture passages 
and patristic quotations. The spirit and aim of the book is 
almost Protestant. The chief thoughts are these: God alone 
is the object of worship and adoration ( colendus d adorandus). 
Saints are only to be revered (verier andi). Images can in do 
sense be worshipped. To bow or kneel before them, to salute 
or kiss them, to strew incense and to light candles before 
them, is idolatrous and superstitious. It is far better to search 
the Scriptures, which know nothing of such practices. The 
tales of miracles wrought by images are inventions of the imagi- 
nation, or deceptions of the evil spirit. On the other hand, the 
iconoclasts, in their honest zeal against idolatry, went too far in 
rejecting the images altogether. The legitimate and proper use 
of images is to adorn the churches and to perpetuate and popu- 
larize the memory of the persons and events which they repre- 
sent. Yet even this is not necessary ; for a Christian should be 
able without sensual means to rise to the contemplation of the 
virtues of the saints and to ascend to the fountain of eternal 
light. Man is made in the image of God, and hence capable of 
receiving Christ into his soul. God should ever be present and 

1 Alcuin’s share in the composition appears from the similarity of thoughts 
in his Commentary on John, and the old English tradition that he wrote a 
book against the Council of Nicaea. See Walch, XL 65 sqq.; Hefele, II(. 697. 

* He calls it posterior tempore, non tamen posterior ermine, doquentia, senaique 
earens, synodus ineptissima, etc. He distrusted a Council in which the Church 
of his dominions was not represented. He also objected to a woman assuming 
theoffice of teacher in the church, as being contrary to the lex divina and lex 
natures (III. 13, ed. Migne, fid. 1136). He had reason to be angry with Irate 
for dissolving the betrothal of her son with his daughter. 
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adored in our hearts. O unfortunate memory, which can realize 
the presence of Christ only by means of a picture drawn in sen- 
suous colors. The Council of Nicsea committed a great wrong in 
condemning those who do not worship images. 

The author of the Caroline books, however, falls into the 
same inconsistency as the Eastern iconoclasts, by making an ex- 
ception in favor of the sign of the cross and the relics of saints. 
The cross is called a banner which puts the enemy to flight, and 
the honoring of the relics is declared to be a great means of pro- 
moting piety, since the saints reign with Christ in heaven, and 
their bones will be raised to glory; while images are made by 
men’s hands and return to dust. 

A Synod in Frankfort, a.d. 794, the most important held 
during the reign of Charlemagne, and representing the churches 
of France and Germany, in the presence of two papal legates 
(Theophylactus and Stephanus), endorsed the doctrine of the 
Libri Carolini, unanimously condemned the worship of images 
in any form, and rejected the seventh oecumenical council. 1 
According to an old tradition, the English church agreed with 
this decision. 2 

1 The Synod is often called universalis, and condemned Adoptionism (see 
Hefele, HI- 678 sqq.). The decision against images see in Mansi, XIII. 909. 
The chief passage is : “ Sanctissimi Patres nostri omnimodis et adorationem et $er- 
vitutem e£s [sc. imaginibus Sanctorum ] renuentes contemserunt aique consentientes 
amdemnaverunt ” Einhard made the following entry in his Annals ad A. D. 
794 (in Pertz, Monum . I. 181, and Gieseler II. 67) “ Synodus etiam, qua ante 
pantos annob m Covstantinopoli [where the Nicene Synod was closed] sub Her 
rena [Irene] et Constantino filio ejus congregata , et ab ipsis non solum septima , 
verum etiam univmalis est appellata, ut nec septima nec universalis habei'etur dice - 
returve, quasi supervacua in totum ab omnibus [the bishops assembled at Frank- 
fort] cibdicata est Baronius, Bellarmin, and even Hefele (III. 689), charge 
this Synod with misrepresenting the Council of Nicaea, which sanctioned the 
worship (in a wider sense), but not the adoration, of images. But the Latin 
version, which the pope sent to Charlemagne, rendered n pocKvwjoig uniformly 
by adoratio, and Anastasius, the papal librarian, did the same in his improved 
translation, thus giving double sanction to the confusion. 

2 This rests partly on the probable share which the Anglo-Saxon Alenin 
had in the composition of the Caroline Books, partly on the testimony of 
Simeon of Durham (about 1100). See Twysden’s Hist L Angl. Scriptores decern 
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Charlemagne sent a copy of his book, or more probably an 
extract from it (85 Capitula or Capitulare de Imaginibus) 
through Angilbert, his son-in-law, to his friend Pope Hadrian, 
who in a long answer tried to defend the Eastern orthodoxy of 
Xicaea with due respect for his Western protector, but failed to 
satisfy the Frankish church, and died soon afterwards (Dec. 25, 
795). 1 

A Synod of Paris, held under the reign of Charlemagne’s son 
and successor, Louis the Pious, in the year 825, renewed the 
protest of the Frankfort Synod against image-worship and the 
authority of the second council of Nicsea, in reply to an em- 
bassy of the Emperor Michael Balbus, and added a slight rebuke 
to the pope. 2 

NOTES. 

The Caroline Books, if not written by Charlemagne, are at all events 
issued in his name; for the author repeatedly calls Pepin his father, and 
speaks of having undertaken the work with the consent of the priests in 
his dominion ( conniventia sacerdotum in regno a Deo nobis concesso ). The 
book is first mentioned by Archbishop Hincmar of Rheims in the ninth 
century, as directed against the pseudo- Synodus Grcecorum (the second 
Nicene Council), and he quotes a passage from a copy which he saw in 
the royal palace. The second mention and quotation Was made by the 

I, III; Mon. Hist. Brit.y p. 667; Wilkin’s Cone. Magn . Brit., I. 73; Gieseler, II. 
67, note 6, and Hardwick’s Church Hist, of the Middle Age , p. 78, note 3. 

1 There is a difference of opinion whether Charlemagne sent to the pope 
his whole book, or only an abridgement, and whether he sent Angilbert 
before or after the Frankfort synod to Rome. Hefele (III. 713) decides that 
the Capitula (85) were an extract of the Libri Carolim (121 chs.), and that 
Angilbert was twice in Rome, A. D. 792 and 794. Hadrian’s answer must 
have been written at all events before Dec. 25, 795. It is printed in Mansi, 
XIII. 759-810, and Migne, Opera Car . M. II. fol. 1247-1292. It is full of 
glaring blunders. Bishop Hefele (p. 716) divides the responsibility between 
the (fallible) pope, the emperor, and the copyists. 

3 Mansi, XIV. 415 sqq. ; Walch, XI. 95 sqq. ; Gieseler, II. 68 ; Hefele, IV. 
41 sqq. (second ed. 1879). Walch says (p. 98) that the Roman church played 
comedy with the acts of this Synod. Mansi was the first to publish them, but 
he did it with an excuse, and added as indispensable the refutation of Bellar- 
min in the appendix to his tract De Qultu Imagmum. Hefele and Hergenro- 
ther represent this synod as being guilty of the same injustice to the Nicene 
Council as the Synod of Frankfort; but this does not alter the fact. 
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papal librarian Augustin Steucbus (d. 1550) from a very old copy in the 
Bibliotheca Palatina. As soon as it appeared in print, Flavius and other 
Protestant polemics used it against Rome. Baromus, Bellarmin, and 
other Romanists denied the genuineness, and ascribed the book to certain 
heretics in the age of Charlemagne, who sent it to Rome to be condemned ; 
some declared it even a fabrication of the radical reformer Carlstadt! 
But Sirmond and Natalis Alexander convincingly proved the genuine- 
ness. More recently Dr. Floss (R. C.) of Bonn, revived the doubts 
(1860), but they are permanently removed since Professor Reifferscheid 
(1866) discovered a new MS. from the tenth century in the Vatican library 
which differs from the one of Steuchus, and was probably made in the 
Cistercian Convent at Marienfeld in Westphalia. “Therefore,” writes 
Bishop Hefele in 1877 (III. 698), "the genuineness of the Libri Carolini 
is hereafter no longer to be questioned (nicht mehr zu beanstanden ).” 

§ 105. Evangelical Reformers . Agobardus of Lyons > and Clau- 
dius of Turin . 

I. Agobardus : Contra eorum superstitionem qui picturis et imaginibut 

88. adorationis obsequium deferendum putant . Opera ed. Baluziu* 
Par. 1666,2 vols., and Migne, “Patrol. Lat.” vol. 104, fol. 29-351.-. 
Histoire litter . de la France , IV. 567 sqq. C. B. HUNDESHAGEN : De 
Agobardi vita et scriptis. Pars I. Giessse 1831; and his article i\i 
Herzog 2 I. 212 sq. Bahr: Gesch. der rbm. Lit. im Kar cling . 
Ze&talt&r , p. 383-393. Bluegel : De Agobardi archiep. Lugd. vita 
et scriptis. Hal. 1865. SiMSOH' : Jahrbucher des frankischen Rexchs 
unter Ludwig dm Frommen . Leipz. 1874 and 76. C. Deedes in 
Smith and Waee, I. 63-64. Lichtenberger, 1. 119. 

II. Claudius : Opera in Migne’s “ Patrol. Lat.” vol. 104, fol. 609-927. 
Commentaries on Kings, Gal., Ephes., etc., Eulogium Augustini f and 
Apologeticum . Some of his works are still unpublished. Rudel- 
BACH : Olaudii Tur. Ep. ineditorum operum spedmina 7 prcemissa de efus 
doctrina scriptisgue dissert Havnise 1824. C. Schmidt : Claudius 
v. Turin in Illgen’s “ Zeitschrift f. die hist. Theol.” 1843. II. 39 ; and 
his art. in Herzog 2 , III. 243-245. 

HI. Neander, III. 428-439 (very full and discriminating on Claudius) ; 
Gieseler, II. 69-73 (with judicious extracts) ; Reuter: Geschichte 
der Aufkldrung im Mittelalter , vol. I. (Berlin 1875), 16-20 and 24-41. 

The opposition to image-worship and other superstitious 
practices continued in the Frankish church during the ninth 
century. 

Two eminent bishops took the lead in the advocacy of a more 
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spiritual and evangelical type of religion. In this they differed 
from the rationalistic and destructive iconoclasts of the East. 
They were influenced by the writings of Paul and Augus- 
tin, those inspirers of all evangelical movements in church his- 
tory ; with this difference, however, that Paul stands high above 
parties and schools, and that Augustin, with all his anti-Pelagian 
principles, was a strong advocate of the Catholic theory of the 
church and church-order. 

Agobard (in Lyonese dialect Agobaud or Aguebaud), a 
native of Spain, but of Gallic parents, and archbishop of Lyons 
(816-841), figures prominently in the political and ecclesiastical 
history of France during the reign of Louis the Pious. He is 
known to us already as an opponent of the ordeal, the judicial 
duel and other heathen customs. 1 His character presents singu- 
lar contrasts. He was a rigid ecclesiastic and sacerdotalist, and 
thoroughly orthodox in dogma (except that he denied the verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures) ; but, on the other hand, a sworn 
enemy of all superstition, and advocate of liberal views in mat- 
ters of worship. 2 He took part in the rebellion of Lothaire 
against his father Louis in 833, which deprived him of his 
bishopric and left a serious stain on his character, but he was 
afterwards reconciled to Louis and recovered the bishopric. He 
opposed Adoptionism as a milder form of the Nestorian heresy. 
He attacked the Jews, who flocked to Lyons in large numbers, 
and charges them with insolent conduct towards the Christians. 
In this he shared the intolerance of his age. But, on the other 
hand, he wrote a book against image-worship. 3 He goes back 
to the root of the difficulty, the worship of saints. He can find 
no authority for such worship. The saints themselves decline 
it. It is a cunning device of Satan to smuggle heathen idolatry 
into the church under pretext of showing honor to saints. He 

i See 2 79, p. 347. 

1 Beater (1. 24) calls him "the dearest head of the ninth century,” and 
'“the systematizer of the Aufklarung’' (f. e. of Rationalism in the middle age). 

* Be Imaginibm Sanctorum, in Migne, voL 104, fol- 199-228. 
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thus draws men away from a spiritual to a sensual worship. 
God alone should be adored ; to him alone must we present the 
sacrifice of a broken and contrite heart. Angels and holy men 
who are crowned with victory, and help us by their interces- 
sions, may be loved and honored, but not worshiped. u Cursed 
be the man that trusteth in man” (Jer. 17 : 5). We may look 
with pleasure on their pictures, but it is better to be satisfied 
with the simple symbol of the cross (as if this were not liable 
to the same abuse). Agobart approves the canon of Elvira, 
which forbade images altogether. He says in conclusion: 
“ Since no man is essentially God, save Jesus our Saviour, so 
we, as the Scripture commands, shall bow our knees to his 
name alone, lest by giving this honor to another we may be 
estranged from God, and left to follow the doctrines and tradi- 
tions of men according to the inclinations of our hearts.” 1 

Agobard was not disturbed in his position, and even honored 
as a saint in Lyons after his death, though his saintship is dis- 
puted. 2 His works were lost, until Papirius Masson discovered 
a MS. copy and rescued it from a bookbinder’s hands in Lyons 
(1605). 

Claudius, bishop of Turin (814-839), was a native of Spain, 
but spent three years as chaplain at the court of Louis the Pious 
and was sent by him to the diocese of Turin. He wrote prac- 
tical commentaries on nearly all the books of the Bible, at the 
request of the emperor, for the education of the clergy. They 
were mostly extracted from the writings of Augustin, Jerome, 

1 Cap. 35 (in Migne, fol. 227) : u FlectdJmus genu in nomine solius Jesu, quod 
est super omne nomem; ne si alteri kune honorem tnbuimus , alieni judicemur a Deo , 
et dimittamur secundum desideria cordis nostri ire in adinventionibus nostris ” 
Gieseler directs attention to the verbal agreement between Agobart and 
Claudius in several sentences. 

* See Acta SS. J un. II. 748, and the Elogia de S. Agobardo in Migne, fol. 
13-16. The Bollandists honor him with a place in their work, because 
Masson, the first editor, allows him the title saint, and because he is commonly 
called St. Aguebaud in the church of Lyons, and is included in the local mar- 
tyrologies. A rite of nine lessons is assigned to him in the Breviarium Lug- 
dunam. 
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and other Latin fathers. Only fragments remain. He was 
a great admirer of Augustin, but destitute of his wisdom and 
moderation . 1 

He found the Italian churches full of pictures and picture- 
worshipers. He was told that the people did not mean to wor- 
ship the images, but the saints. He replied that the heathen on 
the same ground defend the worship of their idols, and may 
become Christians by merely changing the name. He traced 
image-worship and saint-worship to a Pelagian tendency, and 
met it with the Augustinian view of the sovereignty of divine 
grace. Paul, he says, overthrows human merits, in which the 
monks now most glory, and exalts the grace of God. We 
are saved by grace, not by works. We must worship the Crea- 
tor, not the creature. “Whoever seeks from any creature in 
heaven or on earth the salvation which he should seek from 
God alone, is an idolater.” The departed saints themselves do 
not wish to be worshipped by us, and cannot help us. While 
we live, we may aid each other by prayers, but not after death. 
He attacked also the superstitious use of the sign of the cross, 
going beyond Charlemagne and Agobard. He met the defence 
by carrying it to absurd conclusions. If we worship the cross, 
he says, because Christ suffered on it, we might also worship 
every virgin because he was bom of a virgin, every manger be- 
cause he was laid in a manger, every ship because he taught 
from a ship, yea, every ass because he rode on an ass into Jeru- 
salem. We should bear the cross, not adore it. He banished 
the pictures, crosses and crucifixes from the churches, as the only 


1 In his comments on Paul’s Epistles (in Migne, 104 f. 927 sq.), he eulogizes 
Augustin as “amantissmus Domini sa/nctimmus Augustinus, calamus Trinitatis 
lingua Spiritus Sancti, terrenus homo, sed ccdeslis angelus, in quoestimibux solves, die 
a cuius, in reoineendis hosretieis cireumspectus, in explicandis Scripturis canonicis 
cantos.” In the same place, he says of Paul that his epistles are wholly given 
to destroy man’s merits and to exalt God’s grace (“ut merita hominum toUat, 
unde maxims nunc monaehi gloriantwr, et gratiam Dei commmdet’’). On his Au- 
gustinianism, see the judicious remarks of Neander. Reuter (I. 20) calls him 
both a biblical reformer and a critical rationalist. 
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way to kill superstition. He also strongly opposed the pilgrim- 
ages. He had no appreciation of religious symbolism, and went 
in his Puritanic zeal to a fanatical extreme. 

Claudius was not disturbed in his seat* but, as he says him- 
self, he found no sympathy with the people, and became “ an 
object of scorn to his neighbors," who pointed at him as “ a 
frightful spectre." He was censured by Pope Paschalis I. (817- 
824), and opposed by his old friend, the Abbot Theodemir of 
the diocese of Nismes, to whom he had dedicated his lost com- 
mentary on Leviticus (823), by Dungal (of Scotland or Ire- 
land, about 827), and by Bishop Jonas of Orleans (840), who 
unjustly charged him with the Adoptionist and even the Arian 
heresy. Some writers have endeavored, without proof, to trace 
a connection between him and the Waldenses in Piedmont, who 
are of much later date. 1 

Jonas of Orleans, Hincmar of Bheims, and Wallafrid Strabo 
still maintained substantially the moderate attitude of the Caro- 
line books between the extremes of iconoclasm and image-wor- 
ship. But the all-powerful influence of the popes, the sensuous 
tendency and credulity of the age, the ignorance of the clergy, 
and the grosser ignorance of the people combined to secure the 
ultimate triumph of image-worship even in France. The rising 
sun of the Carolingian age was obscured by the darkness of the 
tenth century. 

1 C. Schmidt in Herzog* III. 245 says of this view: lt Diese, sehr spat, in 
dogmatischem Interesse atjgenommene Ansicht, die sich bei LSger und andem , ja 
sdbst nock bei Hahn findet , hat keinen historischm Grund und ist von alien gi'iind- 
lichen Kermern der Wcddensergeschichte langst anifgegeben. Dabei soil nicht gelcug- 
net werden, dose die Tendenzen dee Claudius sick nock erne zeitlang in Italien 
erhalten haben; ee ist soeben bemerht worden, does, nach dem Zeugniss des Jonas 
von Orleans, man urn 840 versuchte, sie von neuem ssu verbreiten . Hass sic sich 
aher bis mm Auflreten des Peter Waldus und speciell in den piemontesischcn Thar 
lem fortgepjlanztj damn ist nicht die geringste Spur vorhcmden P 



CHAPTER XL 


DOCTRINAL CONTROVERSIES. 

§306. General Survey. 

Our period is far behind the preceding patristic and the 
succeeding scholastic in doctrinal importance, but it mediates 
between them by carrying the ideas of the fathers over to the 
acute analysis of the schoolmen, and marks a progress in the 
development of the Catholic system. It was agitated by seven 
theological controversies of considerable interest. 

1. The controversy about the single or double Procession of 
the Holy Spirit. This belongs to the doctrine of the Trinity 
and was not settled, but divides to this day the Greek and Latin 
churches. 

2. The Monotheletic controversy is a continuation of the 
Eutychian and Monophysitic controversies of the preceding 
period. It ended with the condemnation of Monotheletism 
and an addition to the Chalcedonian Christology, namely, the 
doctrine that Christ has two wills as well as two natures. 

3. The Adoptionist controversy is a continuation of the Nes- 
torian. Adoptionism was condemned as inconsistent with the 
personal union of the two natures in Christ. 

4 and 5. Two Eucharistic controversies resulted in the general 
prevalence of the doctrine of transubstantiation. 

6. The Predestinarian controversy between Gottschalk and 
Hincmar tended to weaken the influence of the Augustinian 
system, and to promote semi-Pelagian views and practices. 

7. The Image-controversy belongs to the history of worship 
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rather than theology, and has been discussed in the preceding 
chapter. 1 

The first, second, and seventh controversies affected the East 
and the "West ; the Adoptionist, the two Eucharistic, and the 
Predestinarian controversies were exclusively carried on in the 
West, and ignored in the East. 

§ 107. The Controversy on the Procession of the Holy Spirit. 

See the Lit. in \ 67, p. 304 sq. The arguments for both sides of the ques- 
tion were fully discussed in the Union Synod of Ferrara — Florence, 
1438-’39 ; see Hefele : Conciliengesch. VII. P. II. p. 683 sqq. ; 706 
sqq. ; 712 sqq. 

The FiLiOQUE-controversy relates to the eternal procession of 
the Holy Spirit, and is a continuation of the trinitarian con- 
troversies of the Nicene age. It marks the chief and almost 
the only important dogmatie difference between the Greek and 
Latin churches. It belongs to metaphysical theology, and has 
far less practical value than the regenerating and sanctifying 
work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men. But it figures 
very largely in history, and has occasioned, deepened, and per- 
petuated the greatest schism in Christendom. The single word 
Filioque keeps the oldest, largest, and most nearly related 
churches divided since the ninth century, and still forbids a 
reunion. The Eastern church regards the doctrine of the single 
procession as the corner-stone of orthodoxy, and the doctrine of 
the double procession as the mother of all heresies. She has 
held most tenaciously to her view since the fourth century, and 
is not likely ever to give it up. Nor can the Homan church 
change her doctrine of the double procession without sacri- 
ficing the principle of infallibility. 

The Protestant Confessions agree with the Latin dogma, while 
on the much more vital question of the papacy they agree with 
the Eastern church, though from a different point of view. 
The church of England has introduced the double procession 


1 See ch. X. \\ 100-104. 
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of the Spirit even into her litany. 1 It should be remembered, 
however, that this dogma was not a controverted question in 
the time of the Reformation, and was received from the 
mediaeval church without investigation. Pro testantism is at 
perfect liberty to go back to the original form of the Nicene 
Creed if it should be found to be more in accordance with the 
Scripture. But the main thing for Christians of all creeds is 
to produce “ the fruit of the Spirit, which is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self- 
control.” 

Let us first glance at the external history of the controversy. 

1. The New Testament. The exegetical starting-point and 
foundation of the doctrine of the procession of the Holy Spirit 
is the word of our Lord in the farewell address to his disciples : 
“ When the Paraclete (the Advocate) is come, whom I will send 

1 ‘‘O God the Holy Ghost, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
have mercy upon ns miserable sinners.” No orthodox Greek or Russian 
Christian could join an Anglican in this prayer without treason to his church. 
It is to be understood, however, that some of the leading divines of the church 
of England condemn the insertion of the Filioque in the Creed. Dr. Neale 
{Introduction to the History of the Holy Eastern Church, voL II. p. 1168) con- 
cludes that this insertion “ in the inviolable Creed was an act utterly unjusti- 
fiable, and throws on the Roman church the chief guilt in the horrible schism 
of 1054. It was done in the teeth of the veto passed in the sixth session of 
the Council of Ephesus, in the fifth of Chalcedon, in the sixth collation of the 
second of Constantinople, and in the Seventh of the third of Constantinople. 
It was done against the express command of a most holy Pope, himself a be- 
liever in the double Procession, who is now with God. No true union — ex- 
perience has shown it— can take place “between the churches till the Filioque 
be omitted from the Creed, even if a truly oecumenical Synod should after- 
wards proclaim the truth of the doctrine.” Bishop Pearson was of the same 
opinion as to the insertion, but approved of the Latin doctrine. He says (in 
his Exposition of the Creed, Art. VIII) : “ Now although the addition of the 
words to the formal Creed without the consent, and against the protestation of 
the Oriental Church, be not justifiable; yet that which was added, is neverthe- 
less certainly a truth, and may be so used in that Creed by them who believe 
the same to be a truth ; so long as they pretend it not to be a definition of that 
Council, but an addition or explication inserted, and condemn not those who, 
out of a greater respect to such synodical determinations, will admit of no 
such insertion, nor speak any other language than the Scriptures and their 
fathers spake.” 
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unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, -who pro- 
ceedeth (or, goeth forth ) from the Father, he shall bear witness 
of me .” 1 

On this passage the Nicene fathers based their doctrine of the 
procession of the Holy Spirit , 2 as his personal property or 
characteristic individuality 3 while the unbegotten fatherhood 4 
belongs to the person of the Father, and the eternal generation* 
to the person of the Son. 

Our Lord says neither that the Holy Spirit proceeds from 
the Father alone, nor that he proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. But in several other passages of the same farewell ad- 
dresses he speaks of the Spirit as being sent by the Father and 
the Son, and promises this as a future event which was to take 
place after his departure, and which actually did take place on 
the day of Pentecost and ever since . 6 

On these passages is based the doctrine of the mission of the * 
Spirit . 7 This is regarded as a temporal or historical act, and 
must be distinguished from the eternal procession in the Trinity 
itself. In other words, the procession belongs to the Trinity 
of essence, and is an intertrinitarian process (like the eternal gen- 
eration of the Son), but the mission belongs to the Trinity of 

i John 15: 26: d TLapdichyrog . . . rb Trvtvpa rrj c akq&elag, b irapci to v Harp be 
iKiropeverai (Vulg. . procedit). The verb kKiroptbopai (med.), procedo , may in 
itself describe eithf;? proceeding from a source, or proceeding on a mission ; 
but in the former case etc, out of, would be a more suitable preposition than 
irapd, from the side of Hence the Nicene Creed and the Greek fathers substi- 
tute h for irapd In stating their dogma. The irapa, however, does not exclude 
the e/c, and the Father is in any case the source of the Spirit. The question 
is only, whether he is the sole source, or jointly with the Son. 

* heiedpevaq, a patristic noun, derived from the biblical and dassical verb 
tKKopeiojiat, as the Latin processio is from procedure. 

* Called by the Greeks ISiov or Midrqc, by the Latins propriety personalis or 
character hypostaticus- See vol. III. \ 130, p. 679. 

4 dyewqaia, patemitas. 

8 yewTjaia, yewqoie, gerwratio , filiatio. 

6 John 15: 26, Christ says of the Spirit: bv eyd iriptyo. Comp. 16: 7: 
irepibo avrSv, and 14: 26: b iripipst 6 Uarr)p tv rf bvdpart pov. 

7 kKTctfiipig, mdsmo. 
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revelation in the historical execution of the scheme of redemp- 
tion. In this exegesis the orthodox divines of the Greek and 
Latin churches are agreed. They differ on the source of the 
procession, but not on the mission. 

Modern exegetes, who adhere closely to the gr ammat ical 
sense, and are not governed by dogmatic systems, incline mostly 
to the view that no metaphysical distinction is intended in 
those passages, and that the procession of the Spirit from the 
Father, and the mission of the Spirit by the Father and the 
Son, refer alike to the same historic event and soteriological 
operation, namely, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost, and his continued work in the church and in 
the heart of believers. The Spirit u proceeds ” when he “ is 
sent” on his divine mission to glorify the Son and to apply the 
redemption to men. The Saviour speaks of the office and work 
of the Spirit rather than of his being and essence. Neverthe- 
less there is a difference which must not be overlooked. In the 
procession, the Spirit is active ; in the mission, he is passive ; the 
procession is spoken of in the present tense (exTuopeuzzat) as a 
present act, the mission in the future tense {nspfpw) as a future 
act, so that the former seems to belong to the eternal Trinity of 
essence, the latter to the historical or economical Trinity of 
revelation. Now God indeed reveals himself as he actually is, 
and we may therefore reason back from the divine office of the 
Spirit to his divine nature, and from his temporal mission to his 
eternal relation. Yet it may be questioned whether such infer- 
ence justifies the doctrine of a double procession in the absence 
of any express Scripture warrant . 1 

1 On the exegetical question, see the commentaries on John 15 : 26 and the 
parallel passages by Lange (Am. ed., p. 469), Luthardt, Meyer, Weiss (6th 
ed. of Meyer), Alford, Westcott, Godet. Lange says: "To the Father doubt- 
less belongs the honor of being the first apxv from which the Son himself pro- 
ceeds; but since the Holy Spirit is at the same time the Spirit of the Son, 
unto whom it is also given to have life in himself the Sta. rovMov (Ik tov narpde) 
of the Greek theology is not sufficient” Godet in loc*: "It is difficult (with 
Luthardt, Meyer, and most moderns) to refer the words: who proceeddh from 
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2. The Nicene Creed, in its original form of 325, closes 
abruptly with the article*: “And [we believe] into the Holy 
Spirit.” 1 In the enlarged form (which is usually traced to the 
Council of Constantinople, 381, and incorporated in its acts 
since 451, but is found earlier in Epiphanius, 373, and Cyril of 
Jerusalem, 362) we have the addition : “ the Lord and Giver 
of Life, who proceeds from the Father ,” etc. 2 This form was 
generally adopted in the Eastern churches since the Council of 
Chalcedon, 451 (at which both forms were recited and con- 
firmed), and prevails there to this day unaltered. It is simply 

the Father , to the same fact as the former : whom I will send to you from the 
Father , as this would be mere tautology. Besides, the future i rijaipa, I vntt send, 
refers to an historical fact to take place at an undefined period, while the pre- 
sent etcnropsverai, proceedeth, seems to refer to a permanent, divine, and therefore 
eternal relation. As the historic fact of the incarnation corresponds to the 
eternal generation of the Son, so the pentecostal effusion of the Holy Spirit to 
the eternal procession of the Spirit from God. The divine facts of revelation 
are based upon the Trinitarian relations, and are, so to speak, their reflections. 
(Les fails de la revelation reposent sur les relations trinitaires lls en sont comme les 
reflets.) As the incarnation of the Son is related to His eternal generation, so 
is the mission of the Holy Spirit to His procession with the divine essence. — 
The Latin Church, starting from the words, I will send , is not wrong in affirm- 
ing the Filioque, nor the Greek church, starting from the words: from the Father, 
in maintaining per Filium, and the subordination. To harmonize these two 
views, we must place ourselves at the christological stand-point of St. John’s 
Gospel, according to which the homoousia and the subordination are both at 
the same time true (sont vrais simultanemcnt Milligan and Moulton in he. 
(in Schaff’s Revision Com.) : “ The words 1 which goeth forth from the Father are 
not intended to express any metaphysical relation between the First and Third 
Persons of the Trinity, but to lead our thoughts back to the fact that, as it is 
the distinguishing characteristic of Jesus that He comes from the Father, so 
One of like Divine power and glory is now to take His place. The same 
words from the Father ' are again added to 1 1 will send' because the Father is 
the ultimate source from which the Spirit as well as the Son 1 goes forth,' and 
really the Giver of the Spirit through the Son who asks for Him (comp 14 : 
16). In the power of this Spirit, therefore, the connection of the disciples 
with the Father will, in the time to come, be not less close, and their strength 
from the Father not less efficacious, than it had been while Jesus was Himself 
beside them” 

1 sal \niorei)Ofiev] eig rb ayiav nvevpa. 

* rb Kvpiov (sat) rb faoiroibv, rb ek rov irarpbc kKiropevdpevov , k, t, X. See my 
Creeds of Christendom, vol. II. 57, 60. 



2 107. ON THE PBOCESSION OF THE HOLY SPIBIT. 481 

the Scripture phrase without any addition, either of the Greek 
“alone,” or of the Latin “and from the Son ” The Greek 
church understood the clause in an exclusive sense, the Tjatin 
church, since Augustin and Leo I., in an incomplete sense. 1 

The Latin church had no right to alter an oecumenical creed 
without the knowledge and consent of the Greek church which 
had made it; for in the ecumenical Councils of Nicsea and 
Constantinople the Western church was scarcely represented, at 
Nicaea only by one bishop (Hosius of Spain), in the second not 
at all ; and in the Council of Chalcedon the delegates of Pope 
Leo I. fully agreed to the enlarged Greek form of the Nicene 
symbol, yet without the Filioque, which was then not thought 
of, although the doctrine of the double procession was already 
current in the West. A departure from this common symbolical 
standard of the most weighty oecumenical councils by a new 
addition, without consent of the other party, opened the door to 
endless disputes. 

The Enlargement of the Nicene Creed. 

The third national Synod of Toledo in Spain, a. d. 589, held 
after the conversion of King Reccared to the Catholic faith, in 
its zeal for the deity of Christ against the Arian heresy which 
lingered longest in that country, and without intending the least 
disrespect to the Eastern church, first inserted the clause Filioque 
in the Latin version of the Nicene Creed. 2 Other Spanish 
synods of Toledo did the same. 3 

1 The chief passages of Augustin on the double procession are quoted in vol. 
HI. \ 131, p. 686. See on his whole doctrine of the Trinity, Theod. Gangauf, 
Des hett. Augustinus 7 speculative Lehre von Gott dem dreieinigen (Augsb. 1866), 
and Langen, Die trinitarische Lehrdifferenz r etc. (Bonn, 1876). On the teach- 
ing of Leo. I. comp. Perthel, Leo der Grosse , p. 138 sqq. 

2 Mansi, IX. 981 : “ Oredimus et in Spiritim &, dominum et vmfieatorem , ex 
Patre et Filio procedentem 77 etc. On the third Synodus Toletana see Hefele, 
III. 48 sqq. 

3 The fourth Council of Toledo (633) likewise repeated the Creed with the 
Filioque, see Hefele HI. 79. All the other Councils of Toledo (a. d. 638, 646, 
655, 675, 681, 683, 684, 688, 694) begin with a confession of faith, several with 
the unaltered Nicene creed, others with enlarged forms. 
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From Spain the clause passed into the Frankish church. It 
was discussed at the Synod of Gentilly near Paris in 767, but 
we do not know with what result. 1 The Latin view was advo- 
cated by Paulinus of Aquileja (796), 2 by Alcuin (before 804), 
and by Theodulf of Orleans. 3 It was expressed in the so-called 
Athanasian Creed, which made its appearance in France shortly 
before or during the age of Charlemagne. 4 The clause was sung 
in his chapel. He brought the matter before the Council of Aix- 
la-Chapelle in 809, which decided in favor of the double proces- 
sion.* He also sent messengers to Pope Leo III., with the re- 
quest to sanction the insertion of the clause in the Nicene Creed. 
The pope decided in favor of the doctrine of the double proces- 
sion, but protested against the alteration of the creed, and 
caused the Nicene Creed, in its original Greek text and the 
Latin version, to be engraved on two tablets and suspended in 
the Basilica of St. Peter, as a perpetual testimony against the 
innovation. 6 His predecessor, Hadrian I., had a few years be- 

1 Hefele, III. 432. 

2 At a synod in Foramjulii (Friaul), at that time the seat of the bishops of 
Aquileja. Hefele, HI. 718 sq. 

8 Alcuin wrote a book Be Processione S. Spvritus ( Opera, ed. Migne, II. 63), 
and Theodulf another, at the request of Charlemagne (Migne, Tom. 105). 

4 Ver. 23: Spvritus Sancfus a Poire ET Fn.10 : non f actus, nec creatus , nec 
genitus: Bed procedens” For this reason the Greek church never adopted the 
Athanasian Creed. Most Greek copies read only airb tov n arpdg, and omit et 
FMo.” 

5 It is uncertain whether the Synod also sanctioned the insertion of the Filio- 
qut in the creed. Pagi denies, Burterim, Hefele (III. 751), and HergenrOther 
(I. 698) affirm it The Synod of Arles (813) likewise professed the double 
procession, Hefele, HI. 757. 

• Mansi, XIV. 18; Baronius, ad ann. 809; Gieseler, II. 75 (Am. ed.); Her 
fele, III. 754; Hergenrother, Photius, I. 699 sqq. The fact of the silver tablets, 
weighing nearly one hundred pounds, is related by Anastasius (in Vita Leonis 
JQ7.), and by Photius (JEpist. ad Patriarch . Aquilej.), and often appealed to by 
the Greek controversialists. The imperial commissioners urged that the belief 
in the procession of the Holy Spirit from the Son was necessary for salvation ; 
but the pope replied that other things were necessary for salvation, and yet not 
mentioned in the creed. He also advised to omit the signing of the clause in 
the imperial chapel; all other churches in France would follow the example 
of omission, and thus the offence given would be most easily removed. 
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fore (between 792 and 795) defended the Greek formula of 
John of Damascus and patriarch Tarasius, that the Spirit pro- 
ceeds from the Father through the Son } But the violent 
assault of Photius upon the Latin doctrine, as heretical, drove 
the Latin church into the defensive. Hence, since the nin th 
century, the FUioque was gradually introduced into the Nieene 
Creed all over the West, and the popes themselves, notwith- 
standing their infallibility, approved what their predecessors 
had condemned. 1 2 

The coincidence of the triumph of the FUioque in the West 
with the founding of the new Roman Empire is significant ; for 
this empire emancipated the pope from the Byzantine rule. 

The Greek church, however, took little or no notice of this 
innovation till about one hundred and fifty years later, when 
Photius, the learned patriarch of Constantinople, brought it out 
in its full bearing and force in his controversy with Nicolas I., 
the pope of old Rome. 3 He regarded the single procession as 
the principal part of the doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit on 
which the personality and deity of the Spirit depended, and 


1 In his defence of the second council of Nicaea against the Libri Ckrolim, 
which had charged Tarasius with error. See Migne’s Opera Caroh M. } 11. 1249. 

2 Pope John VIII., in a letter to Photius, condemned the FUioque; but this 
letter is disputed, and declared by Roman Catholic historians to be a Greek 
fabrication. See above, p. 315, and Hefele, IV. 482. It is not quite certain 
when the Roman church adopted the FUioque in her editions of the Nicene 
Creed. Some date it from Pope Nicolas, others from Pope Chzistophorns 
(903), still others from Sergius III. (904-911), but most writers from Benedict 
VIII. (1014-1015). See Hergenrother, Photius, L 706. 

* In his Encyclical letter, 867, and in his Liber deSpiritusSancti Mystagogia, 
written after 885, first edited by Hergenrother, Ratisbon, 1857. Also in Pho- 
t n Opera , ed. Migne (Par., 1861), Tom. II. 722-742 and 279-391. Comp. 
HergenrothePs Photius , vol. III., p. 154 sqq. The title uvcrayuyia (ssfcopofo- 
; yia , deohoyla, sacra doctrina) promises a treatise on the whole doctrine of the 
third person of the Trinity, but it confines itself to the controverted doctrine 
of the procession. The book, says Hergenrother (III. 157), shows “great dia- 
lectical dexterity, rare acumen, and a multitude of various sophisms, and has 
been extensively copied by later champions of the schism/’ On the contro- 
versy between Photius and Nicolas, see § 70, p. 312-317. 
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denounced the denial of it as heresy and blasphemy. After this 
time no progress was made for the settlement of the difference, 
although much was written on both sides. The chief defenders 
of the Greek view, after the controversy with Photius, were 
Theophylactus, Euthymius Zigabenus, Nicolaus of Methone, 
Nicetus Choniates, Eustratius, and in modern times, the Rus- 
sian divines, Prokovitch, Zoernicav, Mouravieff, and Philaret. 
The chief defenders of the Latin doctrine are -Eneas, bishop of 
Paris, 1 Ratramnus (or Bertram), a monk of Corbie, in the name 
of the French clergy in the ninth century, 2 Anselm of Canter- 
bury (1098), 3 Peter Chrysolanus, archbishop of Milan (11 12), 4 
Anselm of Havelberg (1120), 5 and Thomas Aquinas (1274), 6 
and in more recent times, Leo Alacci, Michael Le Quien, and 
Cardinal Hergenrdther. 7 

§ 108. The Arguments for and against the Filioque. 

We proceed to the statement of the controverted doctrines 
and the chief arguments. 

I. The Greek and Latin churches agree in holding — 

(1) The personality and deity of the third Person of the holy 
Trinity. 

(2) The eternal procession ( ixic6peoan ;, jyroeessio ) of the Holy 
Spirit within the Trinity. 

1 Liber adv. Grcecos, in Acheri Spidleg., and in Migne, “Patrol. Lat,” vol. 
121, fol. 685-762. Insignificant. 

1 Matramni contra Gracorum opposite,, JRomanam ecdesinm, infamantia, libri TV., 
in Acherii Spicil., and in Migne, l. c., fol. 225-346. This book is much more 
important than that of J2neas of Paris. See an extract in Hergenrother’s 
Photius, I. 675 sqq. 

* Le Processions Spvriius Sancti. 

* He vent in the name of Pope Paschalis II. to Constantinople, to defend 
the Latin doctrine before the court. 

4 In his Dialogues with the Greeks when he was ambassador of Emperor 

Lothaire II. at the court of Constantinople. 

* Contra mores Grmorum, and in his Surnma Theologies. 

* Photius, I. p. 684-711. 
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(3) The temporal mission [nefupt^, missio ) of the Holy Spirit 
from the Father and the Son, beginning with the day of Pente- 
cost, and continued ever since in the church. 

II. They differ on the source of the eternal procession of the 
Spirit, whether it be the Father alone , or the Father and the 
Son. The Greeks make the Son and the Spirit equally dependent 
on the Father, as the one and only source of the Godhead ; the 
Latins teach an absolute co-ordination of the three Persons of 
the Trinity as to essence, but after all admit a certain kind of 
subordination as to dignity and office, namely, a subordination 
of the Son to the Father, and of the Spirit to both. The 
Greeks approach the Latins by the admission that the Spirit 
proceeds from the Father through the Son (this was the doctrine 
of Cyril of Alexandria and John of Damascus); the Latins 
approach the Greeks by the admission that the Spirit proceeds 
chiefly (prindpaMer) from the Father (Augustin). But little or 
nothing is gained by this compromise. The real question is, 
whether the Father is the only source of the Deity, and whether 
the Son and the Spirit are co-ordinate or subordinate in their 
dependence on the Father. 

1. The Greek doctrine in its present shape. The Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father alone (ex p6vo o roD itazp(xf), as 
the beginning (dpx'j), cause or root (acria, pity, causa, radix), 
and fountain (nqyq) of the Godhead, and not from the Son. 1 

1 Confessio Orth , Qu. 71 (Schaff ’s Creeds of Christendom, II. 349 sq.) : 
A idacncec [77 avaroXinr) eKKfojafd] nag to Tcvzviia to ayiov EKiropebETcu zk. p6vw rov 
TLarpog, 6g 'KTjyfjg ml apxvg T VC &e6T7fTog. Then follow the proofs from John 15 : 
26, and the Greek fathers. In the same question, the formula teal etc rov view 
( FUioque ) is rejected as a later adulteration. In the heat of the controversy, 
it was even stigmatized as a sin against the Holy Ghost. The Longer Russian 
Catechism, on the Eighth Article of the Nicene Creed (in SchafPs Greeds, etc., 
II. 481), denies that the doctrine of the single procession admits of any change 
or supplement, for the following reasons: “First, because the Orthodox 
Church repeats the very words of Christ, and his words are doubtless the 
exact and perfect expression of the truth. Secondly, because the Second 
(Ecumenical Council, whose chief object was to establish the true doctrine 
respecting the Holy Spirit, has without doubt sufficiently set forth the same in 
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John of Damascus, who gave the doctrine of the Greek 
fathers its scholastic shape, about A. D. 750, one hundred years 
before the controversy between Photius and Nicolas, maintained 
that the procession is from the Father alone , but through the 
Son , as mediator. 1 The same formula, Ex Patre per Filivm, was 
used by Tarasius, patriarch of Constantinople, who presided 
over the seventh oecumenical Council (787), approved by Pope 
Hadrian I., and was made the basis for the compromise at the 
Council of Ferrara (1439), and at the Old Catholic Conference 
at Bonn (1875). But Photius and the later Eastern contro- 
versialists dropped or rejected the per Filium , as being nearly 
equivalent to ex Filio or Filioque, or understood it as being 
applicable only to the mission of the Spirit, and emphasized the 
exclusiveness of the procession from the Father. 3 

The arguments for the Greek doctrine are as follows : 

(a) The words of Christ, John 15 : 26, understood in an ex- 
clusive sense. As this is the only passage of the Bible in which 

the Greed; and the Catholic Church has acknowledged this so decidedly that 
the third (Ecumenical Council in its seventh canon forbade the composition 
of any new creed.” Then the Catechism quotes the following passage from 
John of Damascus: "Of the Holy Ghost, we both say that He is from the 
Father, and call Him the Spirit of the Father; while we nowise say that He 
is from the Son, but only call Him the Spirit of the Son.” ( Theol. , lib. 1. c. 11, 
v. 4.) 

1 See the doctrine of John of Damascus, with extracts from his writings, 
stated by Hergenrother, Photius , I. 691 sq. ; and in the proceedings of the 
Dollinger Conference (SchafF s Greeds of Christendom, II. 553 sq.). Dr. Langen 
(Old Cath. Prof, in Bonn), in his monograph on John of Damascus (Gotha, 
1879, p. 283 sq.), thus sums up the views of this great divine on the proces- 
sion : 1) The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and rests in the Son. 

2) He does not proceed from the Son, but from the Father through the Son. 

3) He is the image of the Son, as the Son is the image of the Father. 4) He 
forms the mediation between the Father and the Son, and is through the Son 
connected with the Father. 

* Langen, l. c. p. 286; ‘‘So hat demnach die grosse Trennung zwischen Orient 
ui \d Occident in diesem LehrstucJce die Folge gehabt , doss die Auffassung des 
Damasceners, gldchsam in der Mitte stehmd, von dem Patriarchen Tarasius 
amdich approbirt und vom Papste Hadrian I. verthtidigt, weder im Orient noch im 
Occident mr Gdtmg ham. Dort gaU sic ah m zweideutig, und hier ward sic ctk 
unmrsichend bef unden 
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the procession of the Spirit is expressly taught, it is regarded 
by the Greeks as conclusive. 

(b) The supremacy or monarchia of the Father. He is the 
source and root of the Godhead. The Son and the Spirit are 
subordinated to him, not indeed in essence or substance ( obata ), 
which is one and the same, but in dignity and office. This is 
the Nicene subordinationism. It is illustrated by the comparison 
of the Father with the root, the Son with the stem, the Spirit 
with the fruit, and such analogies as the sun, the ray, and the 
beam ; the fire, the flame, and the light. 

(c) The analogy of the eternal generation of the Son, which 
is likewise from the Father alone, without the agency of the 
Spirit. 

(d) The authority of the Nicene Creed, and the Greek fathers, 
especially Athanasius, Gregory Nazianzen, Chrysostom, Theo- 
dore of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrus, and John of Damascus. 
The Antiochean school is clearly on the Greek side ; but the 
Alexandrian school leaned to the formula through the Son 
(dta rob o{ob, per Filium). The Greeks claim all the Greek 
fathers, and regard Augustin as the inventor of the Latin dog- 
ma of the double procession. 

The Latin doctrine is charged with innovation, and with 
dividing the unity of the Godhead, or establishing two sources 
of the Deity. But the Latins replied that the procession was 
from one and the same source common to both the Father and 
the Son. 

2. The Latest theory of the double procession is defended 
by the following arguments : 

(a) The passages where Christ says that he will send the Spirit 
from the Father (John 15 : 26 ; 16 : 7) ; and that the Father 
will send the Spirit in ChrisPs name (14 : 26) ; and where he 
breathes the Spirit on his disciples (20 : 22). The Greeks refer 
all these passages to the temporal mission of the Spirit, and un- 
derstand the insufflation to be simply a symbolical act or sacra* 
mental sign of the pentecostal effusion which Christ had 
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promised. The Latins reply that the procession and the 
mission are parallel processes, the one ad mtra, the other ad 
extra. 

(6) The equality of essence ( bpooooia ) of the Father and Son 
to the exclusion of every kind of subordinationism (since 
Augustin) requires the double procession. The Spirit of the 
Father is also the Spirit of the Son, and is termed the Spirit of 
Christ. But, as already remarked, Augustin admitted that the 
Spirit proceeds chiefly from the Father, and this after all is a 
kind of subordination of dignity. The Father has his being 
{photo) from himself, the Son and the Spirit have it from the 
Father by way of derivation, the one by generation, the other 
by procession. 

(c) The temporal mission of the Spirit is a reflection of his 
eternal procession. The Trinity of revelation is the basis of all 
our speculations on the Trinity of essence. We know the latter 
only from the former. 

(d) The Nicene Creed and the Nicene fathers did not under- 
stand the procession from the Father in an exclusive sense, but 
rather in opposition to the Pneumatomachi who denied the 
divinity of the Holy Spirit. Some Greek fathers, as Epiph- 
anius, Cyril of Alexandria, and John of Damascus, teach the 
Latin doctrine. This is not the case exactly. The procession 
of the Spirit “ through the Son,” is not equivalent to the pro- 
cession “from the Son,” but implies a subordination. 

(e) The Latin fathers are in favor of FUioque, especially 
Ambrose, Augustin, Jerome, Leo I., Gregory 1/ 

(/) The insertion of the FUioque is as justifiable as the other 
and larger additions to the Apostles’ Creed and to the original 
Nicene Creed of 325, and was silently accepted, or at least not 
objected to by the Greek church until the rivalry of the Patri- 


1 Hilary of Poitiers is also quoted, as lie uses the formula a Patre et Filio 
(Trinit. II. 29) as well as the other ex Poire per ffiliim. Tertullian, however, 
is rather on the Greek side: “ Spiritwn S. non aliunde puto quam a Patre per 
FUium.” Ado. Prat. c. 4. So also Hovatian, Be IPrinit 



2 109. THE MONOTHELETIC CONTROVERSY. 489 


arch of Constantinople made it a polemical weapon against the 
Pope of Rome. To this the Greeks reply that the other addi- 
tions are consistent and were made by common consent, but the 
FiMogue was added without the knowledge and against the 
teaching of the East by churches (in Spain and Prance) which 
had nothing to do with the original production. 

This controversy of the middle ages was raised from the 
tomb by the Old Catholic Conference held in Bonn, 1875, un- 
der the lead of the learned historian, Dr. Dollinger of Munich, 
and attended by a number of German Old Catholic, Greek and 
Russian, and high Anglican divines. An attempt was marto to 
settle the dispute on the basis of the teaching of the fathers be- 
fore the division of the Eastern and Western churches, espe- 
cially the doctrine of John of Damascus, that is, the single 
procession of the Spirit from the Father mediated through the 
Son. The Filioque was surrendered as an unauthorized and 
unjustifiable interpolation. 

But the Bonn Conference has not been sanctioned by any 
ecclesiastical authority, and forms only an interesting modem 
episode in the history of this controversy, and in the history of 
the Old Catholic communion. 1 

§ 109. The Monotheletic Controversy. 

Literature. 

(L) Sources : Documents and acts of the first Lateran Synod (649), and 
the sixth oecumenical Council or Concilium Trullanum I., held in 
Constantinople (680), in Mansi, X. 868 sqq. and XI. 187 sqq. 

An AST -A Bros (Vatican librarian, about 870): Collectanea de iis qua: 
spectant ad controv. et histor. Monothelit. hceret., first ed. by Sirmond, 

i See the theses of the Conference in the Proceedings published by Dr. 
Reusch, Bonn, 1875, p. 80 sqq., and in SchafPs Oreeds of Christendom, voL II. 
552 sqq. Formerly Dr. Dollinger, when he was still in communion with 
Rome, gave the usual one-sided Latin view of the Filioque-controversy , and 
characterized Photins as a man “ of unbounded ambition, not untouched by 
the corruption of the court, and well versed in all its arts of intrigna” 
Hist, of the Church, trans. by E. Cox, vol. III. 86. Comp, his remarks on the 
Council of Photius (879), quoted in 2 70, p. 317* 
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Par. 1620, in his Opera, III., also in BibL Max, PP. Lugd. XII. 
833; and in Gallandi, XIII.; also scattered through vols. X. and 
XI. of Mansi. See Migne’s ed. of Anastas, in “Patrol. Lat” vols. 
127-129. 

Maximus Confessor: Opera , ed. Combefis, Par. 1675, Tom. II. 1-158, 
and his disputation with Pyrrhus, ib. 159 sqq. Also in Migne’s 
reprint, “Patrol. Gr.” vol. 91. 

Theophanes : Chronographia, ed. Bonn. (1839), p. 274 sqq. ; ed. Migne, 
in vol. 108 of his “Patrol. Graeca” (1861). 

(II.) Franc. Combefisius (Combefis, a learned French Dominican, d. 
1679) : Historia heeresis Monotkelitarum ac vindidce actorum Sexti 
Synodi, in his Novum Auctuarium Patrum, II. 3 sqq. Par. 1648, fol. 
1-198. 

Petavius : Dogm, Theol. Tom. V. 1. IX. c. 6-10. 

Jos. Sim. Assemani, in the fourth vol. of his Bibliotheca Juris 
Orientals . Romse 1784. 

Ch. W. F. Walch: Ketzerhistorie, vol. IX. 1-666 (Leipzig 1780). Very 
dry, but very learned. 

Gibbon (Ch. 47, N. Y. ed. IV. 682-686, superficial). Schrockh, vol. 
XX. 386 sqq. Neanber, III. 175-197 (Boston ed.), or III. 353-398 
(Germ. ed.). Gieseler, I. 537-544 (Am. ed.). 

The respective sections in Baur : Oesch. der Lehre v. d. JDreieinigkeit 
und Menschwerdung (Tub. 1841-43, 3 vols.), vol. II. 96-128 ; DoR- 
NER: Entwicklungsgesch . der Lehre v. d. Person Christi (second ed. 
1853), II. 193-305; Nitzsch: Dogmengesch. I. 325 sqq.; and 
Hefele : Conciliengeschichte (revised ed. 1877) III. 121-313. Also 
W. Moller in Herzog 2 X. 792-805. 

The literature on the case of Honorius see in the next section. 

§ 110. The Doctrine of Two Wills in Christ . 

The Monotheletic or one-will controversy is a continuation 
of the Christological contests of the post-Nicene age, and closely 
connected with the Monophysitic controversy. 1 

1 The name Monotheletism is derived from {Avov, one, and will. The 

heresy, whether expressive of the teacher or the doctrine, always gives nam e 
to the controversy and the sect which adopts it. The champions of the hereti- 
cal one-will doctrine are called (first by John of Damascus) M ovodefyrai, or 
MovodeXyratf Monothdetes, or Monothelites ; the orthodox two-will doctrine is 
called JDyotheletism (from dvo Self} para), and its advocates A vo&ete/rat, 
Pydhehtes. The corresponding doctrines as to one nature or two natures of the 
Redeemer are termed Monophysitism and JDyophysitisnu 
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This question had not been decided by the ancient fathers and 
councils, and passages from their writings were quoted by both 
parties. But in the inevitable logic of theological development 
it had to be agitated sooner or later, and brought to a conciliar 
termination. 

The controversy had a metaphysical and a practical aspect. 

The metaphysical and psychological aspect was the relation of 
will to nature and to person. Monotheletism regards the will as 
an attribute of person, Dyotheletism as an attribute of nature. 
It is possible to conceive of an abstract nature without a will ; 
it is difficult to conceive of a rational human nature without 
impulse and will; it is impossible to conceive of a human person 
without a will. Reason and will go together, and constitute the 
essence of personality. Two wills cannot coexist in an ordinary 
human being. But as the personality of Christ is complex or 
divine-human, it may be conceived of as including two con- 
sciousnesses and two wills. The Chalcedonian Christology at 
all events consistently requires two wills as the necessary com- 
plement of two rational natures ; in other words, Dyotheletism 
is inseparable from Dyophysitism, while Monotheletism is 
equally inseparable from Monophysitism, although it acknowl- 
edged the Dyophysitism of Chalcedon. The orthodox doctrine 
saved the integrity and completeness of Christ’s humanity by 
asserting his human will . 1 

The practical aspect of the controversy is connected with the 
nature of the Redeemer and of redemption, and was most 
prominent with the leaders. The advocates of Monotheletism 

1 Thin benefit, however, was lost by the idea of the impersonality (mhyposlasia) 
of the human nature of Christ taught by John of Damascus in his standard 
exposition of the orthodox Christology. His object was to exclude the idea of 
a double personality. But it is impossible to separate reason and will from 
personality, or to assert the impersonality of Christ’s humanity without run- 
ning into docetism. The most which can be admitted is the Enhypostcma, i . «. 
the incorporation or inclusion of the human nature of Jesus in the one divine 
personality of the Logos. The church has never officially committed itself to 
the doctrine of the impersonality. 
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were chiefly concerned to guard the unity of Christ’s person 
and work. They reasoned that, as Christ is but one person, he 
can only have one will ; that two wills would necessarily con- 
flict, as in man the will of the flesh rebels against the Spirit ; 
and that the sinlessness of Christ is best secured by denying to 
him a purely human will, which is the root of sin. They made 
the pre-existing divine will of the Logos the efficient cause of 
the incarnation and redemption, and regarded the human nature 
of Christ merely as the instrument through which he works and 
suffers, as the rational soul works through the organ of the 
body. Some of them held also that in the perfect state the 
human will of the believer will be entirely absorbed in the 
divine will, which amounts almost to a pantheistic absorption 
of the human personality in the divine. 

The advocates of Dyotheletism on the other hand contended 
that the incarnation must be complete in order to have a complete 
redemption ; that a complete incarnation implies the assumption 
of the human will into union with the pre-existing divine will 
of the Logos ; that the human will is the originating cause of 
sin and guilt, and must therefore be redeemed, purified, and 
sanctified ; that Christ, without a human will, could not have 
been a full man, could not have been tempted, nor have chosen 
between good and evil, nor performed any moral and responsi- 
ble act. 

The Scripture passages quoted by Agatho and other advocates 
of the two-will doctrine, are Matt. 26 : 39 (“Not as I will, but 
as Thou wilt”); Luke 22: 42 (“Not my will, but thine be 
done”); John 6 : 38 (“I am come down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me ”). For 
the human will were quoted Luke 2 : 51 (“ he was subject ” to 
his parents) ; Phil. 2:8 (“ obedient unto death ”), also John 
1 : 43; 17 : 24; 19 : 28 ; Matt. 27 : 34; for the divine will, 
Luke 13 : 34 ; John 5 : 21. 

These Scripture passages, which must in the end decide the 
controversy, clearly teach the human will of Jesus, but the other 
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will from which it is distinguished, is the will of his heavenly 
Father, to which he was obedient unto death. The orthodox 
dogma implies the identity of the divine will of Christ with the 
will of God the Father, and assumes that there is but one will 
in the divine tripersonality. It teaches two natures and one 
person in Christ, but three persons and one nature in God. 
Here we meet the metaphysical and psychological difficulty of 
conceiving of a personality without a distinct will. But the 
term personality is applied to the Deity in a unique and not 
easily definable sense. The three Divine persons are not con- 
ceived as three individuals. 

The weight of argument and the logical consistency on the 
basis of the Chalcedonian Dyophysitism, which was ac- 
knowledged by both parties, decided in favor of the two-will 
doctrine. The Catholic church East and West condemned 
Monotheletism as a heresy akin to Monophysitism. The sixth 
oecumenical Council in 680 gave the final decision by adopting 
the following addition to the Chalcedonian Christology : 1 * 

4 ‘ And we likewise preach two natural wills in him [Jesus Christ], and 
two natural operations undivided, inconvertible, inseparable, unmixed, 
according to the doctrine of the holy fathers ; and the two natural wills 
[are] not contrary (as the impious heretics assert), far from it! but his 
human will follows the divine will, and is not resisting or reluctant, but 
rather subject to his divine and omnipotent will. 3 * For it was proper 
that the will of the flesh should be moved, but be subjected to the divine 
will, according to the wise Athanasius. For as his flesh is called and is 
the flesh of the God Logon, so is also the natural will of his flesh the 
proper will of the Logos, as he says himself : * I came from heaven not to 
do my own will but the will of the Father who sent me’ (John 6: 38). 
.... Therefore we confess two natural wills and operations, harmoni- 
ously united for the salvation of the human race.” 5 

1 Actio XVIII., in Mansi, XI. 637 ; Gieseler, 1. 640 note 15 ; Hefele, III. 
284 sq. 

a 6 vo <pvotKag Ijroi i ^e^^para h avrfi, ml 6i)o Qvcucag hepyeiag adiaipfoag, 

&TpiirTo>g f apepioTug, hovyxbrug Kvpbrroptv (duos naturdes voluntates et 

dm s naturales operations mdvme } imonvertibiliter , inseparabiliter, ineonfuse . . . 
praedicamus ), 

* Comp, the following passage from the letter of Pope Agatho to the em- 
peror who called the Council, which evidently suggested the framing of the 
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The theological contest "was carried on chiefly in the Eastern 
church which had the necessary learning and speculative talent ; 
but the final decision was brought about by the weight of 
Roman authority, and Pope Agatho exerted by his dogmatic 
epistle the same controlling influence over the sixth oecumenical 
Council, as Pope Leo I. had exercised over the fourth. In 
this as well as the older theological controversies the Roman 
popes — with the significant exception of Honorius — stood firmly 
on the side of orthodoxy, while the patriarchal sees of the East 
were alternately occupied by heretics as well as orthodox. 

The Dyotheletic decision completes the Christology of the 
Greek and Roman churches, and passed from them into the 
Protestant churches ; but while the former have made no further 
progress in this dogma, the latter allows a revision and recon- 
struction, and opened new avenues of thought in the contem- 
plation of the central fact and truth of the divine-human 
personality of Christ. 

§ 111. History of Monothdetism and Dyothdebim. 

The triumph of Dyotheletism was the outcome of a bitter 
conflict of nearly fifty years (633 to 680). The first act reaches 
to the issue of the JEkthesis (638), the second to the issue of the 
Type (648), the third and last to the sixth oecumenical Council 
(680). The theological leaders of Monophysitism were Theo- 
dore, bishop of Pharan in Arabia (known to us only from a 
few fragments of his writings), Sergius and his successors 

decision (Mansi, XI. 239 ; Gieseler, I. 540 ; Hefele, III. 255) : “ Own duos 
autem naturas duasque naturdes volmtates , et duos naturales operaiiones confitemur 
in uno Domino nostro «T. Gh. f non contrarian eas, nec adversas ad alterulrum 
dicimus (sicut a via veritatis errantes apostoliccm traditionem accusant, absit hose 
impietas a fiddium cordibus), nec tanquam separates in duabus personis vel sub - 
mtentiis, sed duos diemus m turn emdmque Dominum nostrum J* Oh*, sicut 
naturas, ita et naturales in se voluntates et operaiiones habere, divimm scilicet et 
humanam: divinam quidem volwntatem et operationem habere ex cetemo cum coes- 
sentiali Pairs commwiem; humanam temporaliter ex nobis cum nostra natura susr 
ceptam' 7 Agatho quotes Scripture passages and testimonies of the fathers! but 
does not define the mode in which the two wills co-operate. 



i 111. MONOTHELETISM AND DYOTHELETISM. 495 

Pyrrhus and Paul in the patriarchal see of Constantinople, and 
Cyrus, patriarch of Alexandria; the political leaders were the 
Emperors Heraclius and Constans II. 

The champions of the Dyotheletic doctrine were Sophronius 
of Palestine, Maximus of Constantinople, and the popes Martin 
and Agatho of Rome ; the political supporter, the Emperor 
Constantine Pogonatus (668-685). 

1. The strife began in a political motive, but soon assumed a 
theological and religious aspect. The safety of the Byzantine 
empire was seriously threatened, first by the Persians, and then 
by the Arabs, and the danger was increased by the division 
amoug Christians. The Emperor Heraclius (610-640) after 
his return from the Persian campaign desired to conciliate the 
Monophysites, who were more numerous than the orthodox in 
Armenia, Syria, and Egypt. 1 He hoped, by a union of the 
parties, to protect these countries more effectually against the 
Mohammedan invaders. The Monophysites took offence at the 
catholic inference of two energies (ivipj-ecou) in the person of 
Christ. The emperor consulted Sergius, the patriarch of Con- 
stantinople (since 610), who was of Syrian (perhaps Jacobite) 
descent. They agreed upon the compromise-formula of “ one 
divine-human energy ” (ptia &eavdpexfy evipyeta). 2 Sergius 
secured the consent of Pope Honorius (625-638), who was 
afterwards condemned for heresy. Cyrus, the orthodox patri- 
arch of Alexandria, published the formula (633), and converted 
thousands of Monophysites. 3 

But Sophronius, a learned and venerable monk in Palestine, 

1 In Egypt the Monophysitic or national Coptic church numbered between 
fire and an millions, the orthodox and imperial party only three hundred 
thousand heads. Renaudot, Put- Patriarch. AUxmdr. Iacob. (Par., 1713), p. 
163 si}., as quoted by Hefele, III. 130. 

* The phrase was borrowed from the mystic writings of Dionysius Areopa- 
gita (Epist. IV. ad Cajum). Maximus, who was an admirer of Pseudo-Diony-. 
sins, gave this passage and a similar one from Cyril of Alexandria a d i fferent 
meaning. See Hefele, III. 129. 

* See the nine chapters of Cyrus in Mansi, XI. 563, and Hefele, IIL 138. 
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who happened to be in Alexandria at that time, protested against 
the compromise-formula as a cunning device of the Monophy- 
sites. When he became patriarch of Jerusalem (in 633 or 634), 
he openly confessed, in a synodical letter to the patriarchs, the 
doctrine of Dyotheletism as a necessary part of the Chalcedonian 
Christology. It is one of the most important documents in this 
controversy. 1 

A few years afterwards, the Saracens besieged and conquered 
Jerusalem (637) ; Sophronius died and was succeeded by a 
Monotheletic bishop. 

In the year 638 the Emperor issued, as an answer to the 
manifesto of Sophronius, an edict drawn up by Sergius, under 
the title j Exposition of the Faith (fxd-eoc<; z7j<; mareax;), which 
commanded silence on the subject in dispute, but pretty clearly 
decided in favor of Monotheletism. It first professes the ortho- 
dox doctrine of the Trinity and incarnation in die Chalcedonian 
sense, and then forbids the use of the terms “one” or “two 
energies” (ju’a or d6o hipyeiai), since both are heretieally inter- 
preted, and asserts one will (d-ihjfia) in Christ. 2 

2. Two synods of Constantinople (638 and 639) adopted the 
Ekthesis. But in the remote provinces it met with powerful 
resistance. Maximus Confessor became the champion of Dyo- 
theletism in the Orient and North Africa, and Pope Martinus I. 
in the West. They thoroughly understood the controversy, and 
had the courage of martyrs for their conviction. 

Maximus was born about 580 of a distinguished family in 
Constantinople, and was for some time private secretary of the 
Emperor Heraclius, but left this post of honor and influence in 
630, and entered a convent in Chrysopolis (now Scutari). He 
was a profound thinker and able debater. When the Monothe- 
letic heresy spread, he concluded to proceed to Rome, and pass- 
ing through Africa he held there, in the presence of the imperial 

1 It is preserved in the acts of the sixth (ecumenical council. See Mansi, 
XV. 461-508; and Hefele, IIL 159-166. 

* Mansi, X. 991 sq.; Hefele, IIL 179 sq. 
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governor and many bishops, a remarkable disputation with 
Pyrrhus, who had succeeded Sergius in the see of Constantino- 
ple, but was deposed and expelled for political reasons. This 
disputation took place in July, 645, but we do not know in 
what city of Africa. It sounded all the depths of the contro- 
versy, and ended with the temporary conversion of Pyrrhus to 
Dyotheletism. 1 

About the same time, several North- African synods declared 
in favor of the Dyotheletie doctrine. 

In the year 648 the Emperor Constans II. (642-668) tried 
in vain to restore peace by means of a new edict called Typos 
or Type , which commanded silence on the subject under dispute 
without giving the preference to either view. 2 It set aside the 
EMhesis, and declared in favor of neutrality. The aim of both 
edicts was to arrest the controversy and to prevent a christologi- 
cal development beyond the fourth and fifth oecumenical coun- 
cils. But the Type was more consistent in forbidding all con- 
troversy not only about one energy (p(a ivepyeia), but also about 
one will (ev d-iXypa). Transgressors of the Type were threat- 
ened with deposition; if clergymen, with excommunication; if 
monks, with the loss of dignity and place, of military or civil 
officers. 

3. An irrepressible conflict cannot be silenced by imperial 
decrees. Pope Martin I., formerly Apocrisiarios of the papal 
see at Constantinople, and distinguished for virtue, knowledge 
and personal beauty, soon after his election (July 5th, 649), 

1 The disputation is printed in the Opera of Maximus, ed. Combefis, II. 159 
sqq., and Migne, I. 287 sqq. Compare Walch, IX. 203 sqq., and Hefele, III. 
190-204. The report in Mansi, X. 709-760, is full of typographical errors (as 
Hefele says). Maximus dealt in nice metaphysical distinctions, as dtAjimc, 
pobfa/e'S) Mpyeia, fiovtevriKOv dlfa jpa, birooTauxiv, HjovaiaaTUiSv, irpoaiperueSv, 

yvufw t6v, oIkovo/uk6v. Pyrrhus returned afterwards to the see of Constantinople 
and adopted the absurd theory of three wills in Christ, one personal and two 
natural. 

* Also called rlnroc wspl irforewf. In Mansi, X. 1029; Walch, IX. 167 ; Hefele, 
III. 210; also Gieseler, I. 539, note 9. The Typos was composed by Paul, 
the second successor of Sergius, who had written the Ekthesis. 
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assembled the first Lateran Council (Oct., 649), so called from 
being held in the Lateran* basilica in Rome. It was attended 
by one hundred and five bishops, anathematized the one-will 
doctrine and the two imperial edicts, and solemnly sanctioned 
the two-will doctrine. It anticipated substantially the decision 
of the sixth oecumenical council, and comes next to it in au- 
thority on this article of faith. 1 

The acts of this Roman council, together with an encyclical 
of the pope warning against the Ekthesis and the Type , were 
sent to all parts of the Christian world. At the same time, the 
pope sent a Greek translation of the acts to the Emperor Con- 
stans II., and politely informed him that the Synod had con- 
firmed the true doctrine, and condemned the heresy. Theodore 
of Pharan, Sergius, Pyrrhus, and Paulus had violated the full 
humanity of Christ, and deceived the emperors by the Ekthesis 
and the Type. 

But the emperor, through his representative, Theodore Cal- 
liopa, the exarch of Ravenna, deposed the pope as a rebel and 
heretic, and removed him from Rome (June, 653). He im- 
prisoned him with common criminals in Constantinople, exposed 
him to cold, hunger, and all sorts of injuries, and at last sent 
him by ship to a cavern in Cherson on the Black Sea (March, 
655). Martin bore this cruel treatment with dignity, and died 
Sept. 16, 655, in exile, a martyr to his faith in the doctrine of 
two wills. 

Maximus was likewise transported to Constantinople (653), 
and treated with even greater cruelty. He was (with two of his 
disciples) confined in prison for several years, scourged, deprived 
of his tongue and right hand, and thus mutilated sent, in his 
old age, to Lazica in Colchis on the Pontus Euxinus, where he 
died of these injuries, Aug. 13, 662. His two companions like- 
wise died in exile. 

The persecution of these martyrs prepared the way for the 


1 See the acts in Mann, X, and Hefele, III. 212-230. 
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triumph of their doctrine. In the meantime province after 
province was conquered by the Saracens. 

§ 112. The Sixth (Ecumenical Council. A.D. 680. 

Constans II. was murdered in a bath at Syracuse (668). His 
son, Constantine IV. Pogonatus (Barbatus, 668-685), changed 
the policy of his father, and wished to restore harmony between 
the East and the West. He stood on good or neutral terms 
with Pope Vitalian (657-672), who maintained a prudent silence 
on the disputed question, and with his successors, Adeodatus 
(672-676), Donus or Domnus (676-678), and Agatho (678-681). 

After sufficient preparations, he called, in concert with Aga- 
tho, a General Council. It convened in the imperial palace at 
Constantinople, and held eighteen sessions from Nov. 7,680, to 
Sept. 16, 681. It is called the Sixth (Ecumenical, and also the 
First TruUan Synod, from the name of the hall or chapel in the 
palace. 1 The highest number of members in attendance was 
one hundred and seventy-four, including three papal legates 
(two priests and one deacon). The emperor presided in person, 
surrounded by civil and ecclesiastical dignitaries. The acts are 
preserved in the Greek original and in two old Latin versions. 2 

After a full discussion of the subject on both sides, the coun- 
cil, in the eighteenth and last session, defined and sanctioned 
the two-will doctrine, almost in the very language of the letter 
of Pope Agatho to the emperor. 3 Macarius, the patriarch of 
Alexandria, who adhered to Monotheletisra, was deposed. 

The epistle of Agatho is a worthy sequel of Leo’s Epistle 
to the Chalcedonian Council, and equally dear and precise 
in stating the orthodox view. It is also remarkable for the 

1 TpnvXlov or tpoiiXkcov, Trullum, Trulla, Trullus, a technical term for build- 
ings with a cupola. The Acts say that the sessions were held kv rep cenpirep 
rov Oefau iraXariov, rip oiru \tyopth<p T pobTJup, and Anastasius: “in basUiea, 
qua Truths appellatwr, intra palatum." 

* Mansi, XL 195-922. See a full account in Hefele, III. 252-313. 

* See above, $ 110, p. 493 sq. 
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confidence with which it claims infallibility for the Homan 
church, in spite of the monotheletic heresy of Pope Honorius 
(who is prudently ignored). Agatho quotes the words of 
Christ to Peter, Luke 22: 31, 32, in favor of papal infallibility, 
anticipating, as it were, the Vatican decision of 1870. 1 

But while the council fully endorsed the dyotheletic view of 
Agatho, and clothed it with oecumenical authority, it had no 
idea of endorsing his claim to papal infallibility; on the con- 
trary, it expressly condemned Pope Honorius I. as a Monothe- 
letic heretic, together with Sergius, Cyrus, Pyrrhus, Paulus, 
Petrus, and Theodore of Pharan. 

Immediately after the close of the council, the emperor pub- 
lished the decision, with an edict enforcing it and anathemati- 
zing all heretics from Simon Magus down to Theodore of Pha- 
ran, Sergius, Pope Honorius, who in all was their follower and 
associate, and confirmed the heresy. 2 The edict forbids any one 
hereafter to teach the doctrine of one will and one energy under 
penally of deposition, confiscation, and exile. 

Pope Agatho died Jan. 10, 682; but his successor, Leo U., 
who was consecrated Aug. 17 of the same year, confirmed the 
sixth council, and anathematized all heretics, including his pre- 
decessor, Honorius, who, instead of adorning the apostolic see, 
dared to prostitute its immaculate faith by profane treason, and 
all who died in the same error.* 

§ 113. The Heresy of Honorius. 

J. voir Dollingek (Old Oath.) : Papstfabeln des Mittelaltm. Miinchen, 
1863. The same translated by A Plummer: Fables respecting the 
Popes in the Middle Ages; Am ed. enlarged by Henry B. Smith, N. 
York, 1872. (The case of Honorius is discussed on pp. 223-248 
Am. ed. ; see German ed. p. 181 sqq.). 

1 Comp. Creeds of Christendom, 1. 163 and 187. 

* rdv Kara, vivra Tohrote awaiptrnv ml aivSpopov ml fitBaiwrijv njff aipteeu g. 

* “ Wonorium [arntfamcUizamus] gui kune upostolwm sedem non apostolicce trar 
ditimis doctrine kstravit, sed profana praditione. wmanilaiam. fidm mibvertere 
eomtus est, et omnes qui in sm errors defuncti sunt.” Mansi, XI. 731 ; Hefele, 
III. 289. See § 113. 
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Schneemann (Jesuit): Studien uber die Honoriusfrage. Freiburg i. B, 
1864. 

PAUL Bottala (S. J.): Pope Honorius before the Tribunal of Reason 
and History . London, 1868. 

P. Le Page Renouf : The Condemnation of Pope Honorius, Lond., 1868. 
The Case of Honorius reconsidered . Lond. 1870. 

Mabet (R. C.) : Du Condi et de la paix relig. Par. 1869. 

A. Gbatby (E. C.) : Four Letters to the Bishop of Orleans (Dupanloup) 
and the Archbishop of Malines (Dechamps), 1870. Several editions 
in French, German, English. He wrote against papal infallibility, 
but recanted on his death-bed. 

A. BE Mabgebie : Lettre au R. P. Gratry sur le Pape Honorius et le 
Br&oiaire Romain . Nancy, 1870. 

Jos. vojsr Hefele (Bishop of Rottenburg and Member of the Vatican 
Council): Causa Honorii Papce . Neap., 1870. Honorius und dm 
sechste allgemeine Condi. Tubingen, 1870. (The same translated 
by Henry B. Smith in the “ Presbyt. Quarterly and Princeton 
Review,” N. York, April, 1872, p. 273 sqq.). Condliengeschichte, Bd. 
III. (revised cd., 1877), pp. 145 sqq., 167 sqq., 290 sqq. 

Jos. Pennachi (Prof, of Church Hist, in the University of Rome) : De 
Honorii I. Romani Pontifids causa in Condlio VI. ad Patres Condlii 
Vaticani . Romae, 1870. 287 pp. Hefele calls this the most impor- 
tant vindication of Honorius from the infallibilist standpoint. It 
was distributed among all the members of the Vatican Council ; 
while books in opposition to papal infallibility by Bishop Hefele, 
Archbishop Kenrick, and others, had to be printed outside of Rome. 
A. Ruckgabeb: Die Irrlehre des Honorius und das Vatic. Condi. Stutt- 
gart, 1871. 

Comp, the literature in Heegenkother ; Kirchengesch. , III. 137 sqq. 

The connection of Pope Honorius I. (Oct. 27, 625, to Oct. 
12, 638) with the Monotheletic heresy has a special interest in 
its bearing upon the dogma of papal infallibility, which stands 
or falls with a single official error, according to the principle : 
Si falms in uno, fcrfsus in omnibus . It was fully discussed by 
Catholic scholars on both sides before and during the Yatican 
Council of 1870, which proclaimed that dogma, but could not 
alter the facts of history. The following points are established 
by the best documentary evidence: 

1. Honorius taught and favored in several official letters (to 
Sergius, Cyrus, and Sophronius), therefore ex cathedra the one- 
will heresy. He folly agreed with Sergius, the Monotheletic 
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patriarch of Constantinople. In answer to his first letter (634), 
he says: “Therefore we confess one will (fiebjfM, voluntas) of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 He viewed the will as an attribute 
of person, not of nature, and reasoned: One wilier, therefore 
only one will. In a second letter to Sergius, he rejects both the 
orthodox phrase: “two energies,” and the heterodox phrase: 
“one energy” (evepfsia., operatio ), and affirms that the Bible 
clearly teaches two natures, but that it is quite vain to ascribe 
to the Mediator between God and man one or two energies; for 
Christ by virtue of his one theandric will showed many modes 
of operation and activity. 2 The first letter was decidedly here- 
tical, the second was certainly not orthodox, and both occasioned 
and favored the imperial Ekthesis (638) and Type (648), in their 
vain attempt to reconcile the Monophysites by suppressing the 
Dyotheletic doctrine. 3 

1 b$ev teat h i VkXrjpa 6{i6Xoyov(iey rov Kvpiov Xp. — unde et unam voluntar 

tatem fatemur Domini nostri Iesu Christi. Mansi, XI- 538 sqq. ; Hefei e, III. 
146 sq. 

* Mansi, p. 579 ; Hefele, p. 166 sq. 

3 The same view is taken by Neander, the fairest among Protestant, and by 
DOIlinger, the most learned of modern Catholic, historians. Neander (III. 
179, E. ed.; III. 360, Germ ed.) says: “Honorius, in two letters, declared 
his entire concurrence ( erkldrte sieh gam vherdnstimmend) with the views of 
Sergius, and wrote also in the same terms to Cyrus and Sophronius. He too 
was afraid of logical determinations on such matters. It seemed to him alto- 
gether necessary to suppose but one will in Christ, as it was impossible to con- 
ceive, in him, any strife between the human and divine will such as by reason 
of sin exists in men.” [“It seemed to him, as well as to Sergius, that a du- 
plicity of will in one and the same subject could not subsist without opposition,” 
From the foot-note.] “He approved, indeed, of the accommodation (okovopfa), 
whereby the patriarch Cyrus had brought about the re-union of the Monophy- 
sites with the Catholic Church. But as hitherto no public derision of the 
church had spoken of ‘one mode of working/ or of ‘two modes of working 1 of 
Christ, it seemed to him the safest course, that in future such expressions 
should he avoided, as the one might lead to Eutycbianism, the other to Nes- 
torianism. He reckoned this whole question among the unprofitable subtilties 
which endanger the interests of piety. Men should be content to hold fast to 
this, in accordance with the hitherto established doctrine of the church, that 
the self-same Christ works that which is divine and human in both his na- 
tures. Those other questions should be left to the grammarians in the schools. 
If the Holy Spirit operates in the faithful, as St. Paul says, in manifold ways, 
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The only thing which may and must be said in his excuse is 
that the question was then new and not yet properly understood. 
He was, so to say, an innocent heretic before the church had 
pronounced a decision. As soon as it appeared that the ortho- 
dox dogma of two natures required the doctrine of two wills, 
and that Christ could not be a full man without a human will, 
the popes changed the position, and Honorius would probably 
have done the same had he lived a few years longer. 

Various attempts have been made by papal historians and 
controversialists to save the orthodoxy of Honorius in order to 
save the dogma of papal infallibility. Some pronounce his 
letters to be a later Greek forgery . 1 Others admit their genu- 
ineness, but distort them into an orthodox sense by a non- 
natural exegesis . 2 Still others maintain, at the expense of his 
knowledge and logic, that Honorius was orthodox at heart, but 
heretical, or at least very unguarded in his expressions . 3 But 
we have no means to judge of his real sentiment except his own 
language, which is unmistakably Monotheletic. And this is 

how much more must this hold good of the Head himself I” Neander adds in 
a note: “Although the theory of two modes of working” [which is the ortho- 
dox doctrine] “lies at the foundation of the very thing he here asserts, yet he 
carefully avoided expressing this.” In the same sense, Dr. Doliinger, when 
still in communion with Rome, stated the doctrine of Honorius, and said 
( Fables of the Popes , p. 226, Am. ed.) : “ This doctrine of Honorius, so welcome 
to Sergius and the other favorers and supporters of Monotheletism, led to the 
two imperial edicts, the Ekthesis and the Typus!’ 

1 Betlarmin, and Bishop Bartholus (Bartoli) of Feltre, who questioned also 
the integrity of the letters of Sergius to Honorius (in his Apol pro Eonorio L , 
1750, as quoted by Doliinger, p. 253, and Hefele, III. 142). Doliinger de- 
clares this to be <( a lamentable expedient.” 

* So Perrone, Pennachi, Manning. These divines presume to know better 
than the infallible Pope Leo II., who ex cathedra denounced Honorius as a 
heretic. 

* So Pope John IY. (640-642), who apologized for his predecessor that he 
merely meant to reject the notion of two mvtualh) opposing wills, as if Christ 
had a will tainted with sin (Mansi, X 683). But nobody dreamed of ascribing 
a sinful will to Christ. Bishop Hefele and Cardinal Hergenrother resort 
substantially to the same apology ; see notes at the end of this section. 



504 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


the verdict not only of Protestants, 1 but also of Gallican and 
other liberal Catholic hist&rians. 2 * 

2. Honorius was condemned by the sixth oecumenical Council 
as “ the former pope of Old Rome,” who with the help of the 
old serpent had scattered deadly error.® This anathema was 
repeated by the seventh oecumenical Council, 787, and by the 
eighth, 869. The Greeks, who were used to heretical patriarchs 
of New Rome, Antioch, and Alexandria, felt no surprise, and 
perhaps some secret satisfaction at the heresy of a pope of Old 
Rome. 

Here again ultramontane historians have resorted to tho im- 
possible denial either of the genuineness of the act of condemna- 
tion in the sixth oecumenical Council, 4 5 or of the true meaning of 
that act.® The only consistent way for papal infallibilists is to 
deny the infallibility of the oecumenical Council as regards the 
dogmatic fact. 6 In this case it would involve at the same time 
a charge of gross injustice to Honorius. 

3. But this last theory is refuted by the popes themselves, 
who condemned Honorius as a heretic, and thus bore testi- 
mony for papal fallibility. His first successor, Severinus, had 
a brief pontificate of only three months. His second suc- 
cessor, John IV., apologized for him by putting a forced con- 

1 Walch, JSTeander, Gieseler, Baur, Dorner, Kurtz, etc. See note on p. 502* 

a Richer, Dupin, Bossuet, Dollinger. 

* Mansi, XI. 622, 635, 655, 666. 

4 Baronius (Ad aim. 633 and 681), and Pighius (Diatribe de Actis VL et 
VII. Condi.). 

5 As a condemnation, not of the heresy of Honorius, but of his negligence 
in suppressing heresy by his counsel of silence (ob impnuimtm silentii c econo* 
miam). So the Jesuit Gamier, De Honorii et concilii VI. c ansa, in an appendix 
to his edition of the Liber diumm Romanorum pontiftcum, quoted by Hefele 
(III. 175), who takes the trouble of refuting this view by three arguments. 

e A.n error not in the dogmatic definition, but in facto dogmatico. It is argued 
that an oecumenical council as well as a pope may err in matters de facto t 
though not de fide and dejurq. This view was taken by Anastasius, the papal 
librarian, Cardinal Turrecremata, Bellarmin, Pallavicino, Melchior Canus, 
Jos. Sim. Assemani, and recently by Professor Pennachi. See Hefele, III. 
174, note 4. 
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gtruction on his language. Agatho prudently ignored him . 1 
But his successor, Leo II., who translated the acts of the snrth 
Council from Greek into Latin, saw that he could not save the 
honor of Honorius without contradicting the verdict of the 
council in which the papal delegates had taken part; and there- 
fore he expressly condemned him in the strongest language, 
both in a letter to the Greek emperor and in a letter to the 
bishops of Spain, as a traitor to the Roman church for trying 
to subvert her immaculate fate. Not only so, but the condem- 
nation of the unfortunate Honorius was inserted in the confes- 
sion of faith which every newly-elected pope had to sign down 
to the eleventh century, and which is embodied in the Liber 
Diumus, i. e. the official book of formulas of the Roman church 
for the use of the papal curia . 2 In the editions of the Roman 
Breviary down to the sixteenth century his name appears, yet 
without title and without explanation, along with the rest who 
had been condemned by the sixth Council. But the precise 
facts were gradually forgotten, and the mediaeval chroniclers 
and lists of popes ignore them. After the middle of the six- 
teenth century the case of Honorius again attracted attention, 
and was urged as an irrefutable argument against the ultramon- 
tane theory. At first the letter of Leo II. was boldly rejected 
as a forgery as well as those of Honorius ; * but this was made 
impossible when the Liber Diumus came to light. 

The verdict of history, after the most thorough investigation 
from all sides and by all parties remains unshaken. The whole 
church, East and West, as represented by the official acts of 

1 Or rather he told an nntruth when he declared that all popes had dono 
their duty with regard to false doctrine. 

1 In this Confession the popes are required to anathematize “ Serqium — . 
vna cum Eonorio, qui prams eorim axsertiowibus /omentum impendit ” Lib. Divm. 
cap- II. tit. 9, professio 2. The oath was probably prescribed by Gregory H. 
at the beginning of the eighth century. 

’ Baroniua rejects the letter of Leo II. as spurious, Bellarmm as corrupted. 
Bower (History of the Popes) remarks: "Nothing but the utmost despair 
could have suggested to the annalist (Baronius) so desperate a shift” 
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oecumenical Councils and Popes, for several hundred years be- 
lieved that a Roman bishop may err ex cathedra in a question 
of faith, and that one of them at least had so erred in fact. 
The Vatican Council of 1870 decreed papal infallibility in the 
face of this fact, thus overruling history by dogmatic authority. 
The Protestant historian can in conscience only follow the op- 
posite principle : If dogma contradicts facts, all the worse for 
the dogma. 

NOTES. 

Bishop Hefele, one of the most learned and impartial Korn an Catholic his- 
torians, thus states, after a lengthy discussion, his present view on the case of 
Honorius (Conritimgesch., vol. III. 175, revised ed. 1877), which differs con- 
siderably from the one he had published before the Vatican decree of papal 
infallibility (in the first ed. of his Conciliengesch. 7 vol. III. 1858, p. 14.5 sqq., 
and in his pamphlet on Honorius, 1870). It should be remembered that 
Bishop Hefele, like all his anti-infallibilist colleagues, submitted to the de- 
cree of the Vatican Council for the sake of unity and peace. 

"Die beiden Briefedes Pastes Honorius, wie wir sie jetzt hdben , rind 
unverfalscht und zeigen , dass Honorius von den beiden monothdetischen Terminis 
Iv tHfojfia und pia kvipyeia dm erstern ( im erstm Brief) selbst gebrauchte, den 
amderen dagegen , ebenso auch den orthodoxen Ausdruck Mo evipyetat nicht 
angewendet wissen wottte . Hat er auch Letzteres ( die Missbilligung des Ausdruckes 
Mo evipy.) im zweiten Brief wiederholt, so hat er dock in d&tnsdben selbst ZWBI 
naturliche Fnergicn in Christus anerkannt und in beiden Brief en rich so 
ausgedrucht, dass man annehmen muss, er haJbe nicht dm mcnschlichen Widen 
uberhaupt, sondem nur dm vbbdobbenen menschlickm Widen in Christus 
gelaugnet, aber obgleich orthodox denkend , die monotheletische Tcndenz des Sergius 
nicht gehorig durchschaut und sich missverstandlich ausgedrucht, so dass seine 
Brief e, besonders der erste 1 den Monothdebismus zu bestdtigm schienm und demit 
der Harem pactisch Vorschvb Idstetm. In dieser Weise erledigt sfch uns die 
Frage nach der Orthodoxie des Papstes Honorius, und wir halten sonach dm 
Mittdweg zwischen denen. wdche ihn auf die gleiche Stufe mit Sergius von Con - 
stantinopel und Cyrus von Alexandrim stetten und dm Monotheletm brizdhkn 
woUten, und denen, wdche dwrehaus heine Makd an ihm dvldrnd in das Schicksal 
} der nimium probantes verfaUm rind, so dass sie lieber die Aechthrit der Aden 
des sechstm allgemeinen Concds und mehrerer rnderer Urhunden laugnm, oder 
auch dem sechsten Coned einm error in facto dogmabico zuschrriben written. 9 ' 
Comp, his remarks on p. 152 : “ Diesm Hauptgedanhm muss ich auch jetzt nock 
festhedtm, dass Honorius im Herzm richtig dachte , sich aber ungliicklich amdruckle, 
wnn ich auch in Frige wiedei'hoUer newer Beschdftigung mit dmem Qegenstand 
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md unter Beriicksichtigung dessen , was Andere in newer Zeit zur Vertheidigwig 
des Honorius geschriebm haben , manches JEinzdne meiner friiheren Aufstellungen 
nunmehr modificire oder voUig aufgebe, und insbesondere uber dm ersten Brief des 
Monorius jetzt milder urtheile cdsfruher” 

Cardinal HergenrSther ( Kirchengeschiehte , vol. L 358, second ed. Frei- 
burg i. B. 1879) admits the ignorance rather than the heresy of the pope. 
u Honorius” he says, “ zeigt woM Unbehmntschaft mit dem Kern der Frage y dber 
kdnerlei hdretische oder irrige Auffassung. Er unterscheidet die md unvermischt 
gebliebenen Naturen sehr genau und verstosst gegen kdn einziges j Dogma der 
Kirche” 


§ 114. Concilium Quinisextum. A . D. 692. 

Manst, XI. 930-1006. Hefele, III. 328-348. Gieseler, I. 541 sq. 
Wm. Beveridge (Bishop of St. Asaph, 1704-1708): Synodicon , sive 
Fandectce canonum. Oxon. 1672-82. Tom. 1. 152-283. Beveridge 
gives the comments of Theod. Balsamon, Joh. Zonaras. etc., on the 
Apostolical Canons. 

Assemani (B. C.) : Bibliotheca juris orientalis. Bom 1766, Tom. V. 
55-348, and Tom. I. 120 and 408 sqq. An extensive discussion of 
this Synod and its canons. 

The pope of Old Rome had achieved a great dogmatic 
triumph in the sixth oecumenical council, but the Greek church 
had the satisfaction of branding at least one pope as a heretic, 
and soon found an opportunity to remind her rival of the limits 
of her authority. 

The fifth and sixth oecumenical councils passed doctrinal 
decrees, but no disciplinary canons. This defect was supplied 
by a new council at Constantinople in 692, called the Cmdlium 
Quinisextum, 1 also the Second !PruUan Covncil, from the ban- 
queting hall with a domed roof in the imperial palace where it 
was held. 2 

It was convened by the Emperor Justinian II. surnamed 

* 'Zbvotiog rcevMHxrj, The Greeks consider it simply as the continuation of 
the sixth oecumenical council, and call its canons nav6veg rijg $kttk ow6$av. 
For this reason it was held in the same locality. The Latins opposed it from 
the start as a “ Bynodus erratica,’’ or “ Condliabvfam pseudosextim.” But they 
sometimes erroneously ascribed its canons to the sixth council. 

3 Concilium TruUamm in an emphatic sense. The sixth council was held in 
the same locality. 



508 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


Rinotmetos, 1 one of the most heartless tyrants that ever dis- 
graced a Christian throne. He ruled from 685-695, was 
deposed by a revolution and sent to exile with a mutilated 
nose, but regained the throne in 705 and was assassinated in 
711. 2 

The supplementary council was purely oriental in its com- 
position and spirit. It adopted 102 canons, most of them old, 
but not yet legally or oeeumenically sanctioned. They cover 
the whole range of clerical and ecclesiastical life and discipline, 
and are valid to this day in the Eastern church. They include 
eighty-five apostolic canons so called (thirty-five more than 
were acknowledged by the Roman church), the canons of the 
first four oecumenical councils, and of several minor councils, as 
Ancyra, Neo-Caesarea, Gangra, Antioch, Laodicea, etc. ; also the 
canons of Dionysius the Great of Alexandria, Peter of Alex- 
andria, Gregory Thaumaturgus, Athanasius, Basil, Gregory of 
Nyssa and Gregory of Nazianzum, Amphilochius of Iconium, 
Timothy of Alexandria, Cyril of Alexandria, Gennadius of 
Constantinople, and an anti-Roman canon of Cyprian of 
Carthage. The decretals of the Roman bishops are ignored. 

The canons were signed first by the emperor; the second 

1 ‘'PivdrfiTiTOQ, from bk> nose, in allusion to his mutilation. 

2 Gibbon (ch. 48) gives the following description of his character: u After 
the decease of his father the inheritance of the Boman world devolved to 
Justinian II ; and the name of a triumphant law-giver was dishonored by 
the vices of a boy, who imitated his namesake only in the expensive luxury 
of building. His passions were strong; his understanding was feeble; and he 
was intoxicated with a foolish pride that his birth had given him the com- 
mand of millions, of whom the smallest community would not have chosen 
him for their local magistrate. His favorite ministers were two beings the 
least susceptible of human sympathy, a eunuch and a monk : to the one he 
abandoned the palace, to the other the finances; the former corrected the 
emperor's mother with a scourge, the latter suspended the insolvent tributaries, 
with their heads downward, over a slow and smoky fire. Since the days of 
Commodus and Caracalla the cruelty of the Boman princes had most com- 
monly been the effect of their fear; but Justinian, who possessed some vigor 
of character, enjoyed the sufferings, and braved the revenge of his subjects 
about ten years, till the measure was full of his crimes and of their patience/* 
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place was left blank for the pope, but was never filled ; then 
follow the names of Paul of Constantinople, Peter of Alexan- 
dria, Anastasius of Jerusalem, George of Antioch (strangely 
after that of the patriarch of Jerusalem), and others, in all 211 
bishops and episcopal representatives, all Greeks and Orientals, 
of whom 43 had been present at the sixth oecumenical council. 

The emperor sent the acts of the Trullan Council to Sergius 
of Rome, and requested him to sign them. The pope refused 
because they contained some chapters contrary to ecclesiastical 
usage in Rome. The emperor dispatched the chief officer of 
his body guard with orders to bring the pope to Constantinople. 
But the armies of the exarch of Ravenna and of the Pentapolis 
rushed to the protection of the pope, who quieted the soldiers; 
the imperial officer had to hide himself in the pope’s bed, and 
then left Rome in disgrace. 1 Soon afterwards Justinian H. 
was dethroned and sent into exile. When he regained the 
crown, with the aid of a barbarian army (705), he sent two 
metropolitans to Pope John VII. with the request to call a 
council of the Roman church, which should sanction as many 
of the canons as were acceptable. The pope, a timid man, 
simply returned the copy. Subsequent negotiations led to no 
decisive result. 

The seventh oecumenical Council (787) readopted the 102 
canons, and erroneously ascribed them to the sixth oecumenical 
Council. 

The Roman church never committed herself to these canons 
except as far as they agreed with ancient Latin usage. Some 
of them were inspired by an anti-Roman tendency. The first 
canon repeats the anathema on Pope Honorius. The thirty- 
sixth canon, in accordance with the second and fourth 
oecumenical Councils, puts the patriarch of Constantinople on 
an equality of rights with the bishop of Rome, and concedes 
to the latter only a primacy of honor, not a supremacy of 

* Thu is related by Anastasius, Bede, and Paulus Diaconus. See Mansi, 
XU 3, Baronins ad a. 692, and Hefele, III. 346. 
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jurisdiction. Clerical marriage of the lower orders is sanctioned 
in canons 3 and 13, and it is clearly hinted that the Roman 
church, by her law of clerical celibacy, dishonors wedlock, 
which was instituted by God and sanctioned by the presence 
of Christ at Cana. But second marriage is forbidden to 
the clergy, also marriage with a widow (canon 3), and mar- 
riage after ordination (canon 6). Bishops are required to dis- 
continue their marriage relation (canon 12). Justinian had 
previously forbidden the marriage of bishops by a civil law. 
Fasting on the Sabbath in Lent is forbidden (canon 55) in 
express opposition to the custom in Rome. The second canon 
fixes the number of valid apostolical canons at eighty-five 
against fifty of the Latin church. The decree of the Council 
of Jerusalem against eating blood and things strangled (Acts, 
ch. 15) is declared to be of perpetual force, while in the West 
it was considered merely as a temporary provision for the apos- 
tolic age, and for congregations composed of Jewish and Gentile 
converts. The symbolical representation of Christ under the 
figure of the lamb in allusion to the words of John the Baptist 
is forbidden as belonging to the Old Testament, and the repre- 
sentation in human form is commanded (canon 82). 

These differences laid the foundation for the great schism 
between the East and the West. The supplementary council 
of 692 anticipated the action of Photius, and clothed it with a 
quasi-cecumenical authority. 

§ 115. Reacst/ion of Monothdetim,. The Maronites. 

The great oecumenical councils, notably that of Chalcedon, 
gave rise to schismatic sects which have perpetuated themselves 
for a long time, some of them to the present day. 

For a brief period Monotheletism was restored by Bardanes 
or Philippicus, who wrested the throne from Justinian IX. and 
ruled from 711 to 713. He annulled the creed of the sixth 
oecumenical Council, caused the names of Sergius and Honorius 
to be reinserted in the diptycha among the orthodox patriarchs. 
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and their images to be again set up in public places. He 
deposed the patriarch of Constantinople and elected in his place 
a Monotheletic deacon, John. He convened a council at Con- 
stantinople, which set aside the decree of the sixth council and 
adopted a Monotheletic creed in its place. The clergy who 
refused to sign it, were deposed. But in Italy he had no force 
to introduce it, and an attempt to do so provoked an insur- 
rection. 

The Emperor Anastasius II. dethroned the usurper, and 
made an end to this Monotheletic episode. The patriarch John 
accommodated himself to the new situation, and wrote an 
abject letter to the Pope Constantine, in which he even ad- 
dressed him as the head of the church, and begged his pardon 
for his former advocacy of heresy. 

Since that time Dyotheletism was no more disturbed in the 
orthodox church. 

But outside of the orthodox church and the jurisdiction of 
the Byzantine rulers, Monotheletism propagated itself among 
the inhab itants of Mount Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon under the 
lead of abbot John Marun {Mapwv), their first patriarch (d. 
701). The Masonites , 1 as they were called after him, main- 
tained their independence of the Greek empire and the Saracens, 
and adhered to the Monotheletic doctrine till the time of the 
crusades, when they united themselves with the Roman church 
(1182), retaining, however, the celebration of the communion 
under both kinds, the Syrian liturgy, the marriage of the lower 
clergy, their own fast-days, and their own saints. 

§ 116. The Adoptionist Controversy. Literature. 

I. SOTTECES. 

The sources are printed in Hakdttin, Vol. IV., Mansi, XIII., and in 
Alcuin’s Opera, ed. Frobenim (1777), reprinted by Migne (in his 
“Patrol. Lat,” vols. 100 and 101), with historical and dogmatical 
dissertations. 

(1.) The writings of the Adoptionists: a letter of Elepandus Ad Fide 

i MapoveZroc. 
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lem, Abbatem , A D. 785, and one to Alcuin. Two letters of the 
Spanish bishops — one to Charlemagne, the other to the Gallican 
bishops. Felicis Libellus contra Alcuinum; the Confesdo Fidei 
Felicis ; fragments of a posthumous book of Felix addressed Ad 
Ludovicum Pium, Imperat. 

(2.) The orthodox view is represented in Beattjs et Etherius: Adv. 
Elipandum libri H. AlCUIN : Seven Books against Felix , Four 
Books against Elipandus , and several letters, which are best edited 
by Jaffi in Bibliotli . rer . Germ . VL Paulinus (Bishop of Aquileja) : 
Contra Felicem Urgellitanum libri ires . In Migne’s “ Patrol. Lat.,” 
vol. 99, col. 843-468. Agobard of Lyons: Adv. Pogma Felicis 
Episc. UrgeUmsis , addressed to Louis the Pious, in Migne’s “Patrol. 
Lat.,” vol. 104, col. 29-70. A letter of Charlemagne (792) to Elipan- 
dus and the bishops of Spain. The acts of the Synods of Narbonne 
(788), Ratisbon (792), Francfort (794), and Aix-la-Chapelle (799). 

II. WORKS. 

(1.) By Rom. Cath. Madrisi (Congreg. Orat.) : Dissertations de Felicis 
et Elipandi hceresi, in his ed. of the Opera Paulini Aquil reprinted 
in Migne’s “Patrol. Lat.,” vol. 99 (col. 545-598). Against Basnage. 
Enhueber (Prior in Regensburg) : Dissert dogm . hist contra Christ 
Walchium , in Alcuin’s Opera, ed. Frobenius, reprinted by Migne 
(vol. 101, col. 337-438). Against Walch’s Hist. Adopt , to prove the 
Nestorianism of the Adoptionists. Frobenius: Diss. hist de hcer. 
Elip . et Felicis , in Migne’s ed., vol. 101, col. 303-336. Werner: 
Gesch. der apoL und polem . Lit II. 433 sqq. Gams : Kirchengesch. 
Spaniens (Regensb., 1874), Bd. II. 2. (Very prolix.) Hefele : 
Conciliengesch ., Bd. III. 642-693 (revised ed. of 1877). HergenrS- 
ther: Kirchengesch ., 2nd ed., 1879, B<L I. 558 sqq. Baoh: Dog - 
mengesck des Mttelalters (Wien, 1873), 1. 103-155. 

(2.) By Protestants. Jac. Basnage : Observationes historical circa Fell - 
cianam hceresin , in his Thesaurus monum. Tom. II. 284 sqq. Chr. 
G. F. Walch : Historia Adoptianorum, Gottingen, 1755 ; and his 
Kelzergeschichte, vol. IX. 667 sqq. (1780). A minute and accurate 
account. See also the lit quoted by Walch. 

Neander, Kirchengeschichte, vol. III., pp. 313-339, Engl, transl. III. 156- 
168. Gieseler, vol. II., P. I., p. Ill sqq.; Eng. transl. IT. 75-78. 
Baur: Die christliche Lehre von der Dreieinigkeit und Menschwerdung 
Gottes , Tubingen, 1842, vol. II., pp. 129-159. DorneR: Enivrick - 
lungs- Geschichte der Lehre von der Person Christy second ed., Berlin, 
1853, vol. II., pp. 306-330. Helfferich: Der Westgothische Arian- 
isrnus und die spanische Ketzergeschichte, Berlin, 1880. NlEDNER: 
Lehrbuch der christl K. (?., Berlin, 1866, pp. 424-427. J. C. Robert- 
son: History of the Christian Church from 590 to 1122 (Loud., 1856), 
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p. 154 sqq. Milman : Lot. Christ. II. 498-500; Batjdissin: Eulo- 
gius und Alvar, Leipz., 1872. Schaff, in Smith and Wace, I. (1877), 
pp. 44-47. W. Mollee, in Herzog 1 1. 151-159. 

§ 117. History of Adoptionism. 

The Adoptionist controversy is a revival of the Nestorian 
controversy in a modified form, and turns on the question whe- 
ther Christ, as to his hvman nature, was the Son of God in 
essence, or only by adoption. Those who took the latter view 
were called Adoptionists. 1 They taught that Christ as to his 
divinity is the true Son 2 of God, the Only-Begotten of the 
Father ; but as man he is his adopted Son, 3 the First-Born of 
Mary. They accepted the Chalcedonian Christology of one 
person and two natures, but by distinguishing a natural Son of 
God and an adopted Son of God, they seemed to teach two per- 
sons or a double Christ, and thus to run into the Nestorian 
heresy. 

The orthodox opponents held that Christ was the one undi- 
vided and indivisible Son of God ; that the Virgin Mary gave 
birth to the eternal Son of God, and is for this reason called 
“the mother of God;” that sonship is founded on the person, 
not on the nature ; and that Adoptionism leads to two Christs 
and to four persons in the Trinity. 

Both parties displayed a degree of patristic learning which 
one would hardly expect in this period of the middle ages. 

The history of this movement is confined to the West (Spain 
and Gaul) ; while all the older Christological controversies ori- 
ginated and were mainly carried on and settled in the East. 
It arose in the Saracen dominion of Spain, where the Catholics 
had to defend the eternal and essential Sonship of Christ against 
the objections both of the Arians and the Mohammedans. 

The Council of Toledo, held in 675, declared in the preface 
to the Confession of Faith, that Christ is the Son of God by 

> Adoptiani, Adoptivi; In English Adoptionists or Adoptionists (from adoptio) 

1 miuspropriv* or verm. 

1 Film adoptivu a or ntmeupatimu. 
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nature, not by adoption. 1 But about a century afterwards 
Elipajstdus, the aged Archbishop of Toledo, and primate of 
that part of Spain which was under Mohammedan rule, endea- 
vored to modify the orthodox doctrine by drawing a distinction 
between a natural and an adopted sonship of Christ, and by 
ascribing the former to his divine, the latter to his human na- 
ture. He wished to save the full humanity of Christ, without, 
however, denying his eternal divinity. Some historians assert 
that he was influenced by a desire to avoid the Mohammedan 
objection to the divinity of Christ; 2 but the conflict of the two 
religions was too strong to admit of any compromise. He may 
have read Nestorian writings. 3 At all events, he came to simi- 
lar conclusions. 

Having little confidence in his own opinions, Elipandus con- 
sulted Felix, bishop of Urgel 4 in Catalonia, in that part of 
Spain which, since 778, was incorporated with the dominion of 
Charlemagne. Felix was more learned and clear-headed 

1 “Hie etiam Films Dd natura est Filins , non adoplzone.” 

2 So Baronius, Gfrorer, Baudissin; but Hefele (III. 649) objects to this for 
the reason that the Adoptionists very strongly asserted the Trinity and the 
divinity of Christ, which were so offensive to the Mohammedans. 

* So Neander and Jacobi; see his ed. of Neander's Dogmengesch . II. 26 sqq. 
Jacobi tries to show a connection of Adoptionism with the writings of Theodor 
of Mopsneste. Gams ( Kirchent/esch Spaniens, II. 2, p. 261 sqq.) conjectures 
that some Eastern Nestorians settled in Spain under Moslem rule, and sug- 
gested the Adoptionist theory. Hefele (III. 646) and Moller (Herzog 2 1, 159) 
are inclined to the same view. Enhueber, Walch, and Bach hold that Eli- 
pandus was led to his view by opposition to Migetius, who made no distinc- 
tion between the Logos and Christ, as if the second person of the Trinity had 
not existed before the incarnation. — The reports on Migetius are vague. 
Elipandus charged him with teaching three corporeal persons in the Trinity 
who became incarnate in David (the Father), in Jesus (the Son), and in Paul 
(the Holy Spirit).^ He probably fell into the error of the Priscillianists, which 
was confounded with Sabellianism (hence his name magister Salibarwrurn, which 
is a corruption for SabeUiarwrum), See on this mysterious phenomenon Hen- 
rique Florez, EspaMa sagradi, T. V. 548 sq., and Hefele, l c. III. 629-635 and 
657. 

4 Urgelis, Urgela, Orgellia, in the Marca Hispanica. It formerly belonged 
to the metropolis of Tarracona, but since the middle of the eighth century, to 
the province of Naxbonne. 
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Elipandus, and esteemed, even by his antagonist Alcuin, for his 
ability and piety. Neander regards him as the originator of 
Adoptionism; at all events, he reduced it to a formulated 
statement. 

Confirmed by his friend, Elipandus taught the new doctrine 
with all the zeal of a young convert, although he was already 
eighty years of age; and, taking advantage of his influential 
position, he attacked the orthodox opponents with overbearing 
violence. Etherius, Bishop of Osma or Othma (formerly his 
pupil), and Beatur, a presbyter, and after Alcuin abbot at 
Libana in Asturia, 1 took the lead in the defence of the old and 
the exposure of the new Christology. Elipandus charged them 
with confounding the natures of Christ, like wine and water, 
and with scandalous immorality, and pronounced the anathema 
on them. 

Pope Hadrian, being informed of these troubles, issued a letter 
in 785 to the orthodox bishops of Spain, warning them against 
the new doctrine as rank Nestoranism. 1 But the letter had no 
effect; the papal authority plays a subordinate role in this 
whole controversy. The Saracen government, indifferent to the 
theological disputes of its Christian subjects, did not interfere. 

But when the Adoptionist heresy, through the influence of 
Felix, spread in the French portion of Spain, and even beyond 
the Pyrenees into Septimania, creating a considerable commotion 
among the clergy, the Emperor Charlemagne called a synod to 
Regensburg (Ratisbon) in Bavaria, in 792, and invited the 
Bishop of Urgel to appear, that his case might be properly in- 
vestigated. The Synod condemned Adoptionism as a renewal 
of the Nestorian heresy. 

1 He is still honored in Spain as San Biego, but Elipandus called him a 
"disciple of Antichrist," heretical, schismatical, ignorant, and devoted to car- 
nal lusts, and the very opposite of what his name Beatm (Blessed) would 
suggest 

* Hadrian is also reported to have written to Charlemagne, and called the 
Synod of Narbonne, 788; hut the acts of this Synod (first published by CatteU, 
1633) are rejected as spurious by Pagi, Walch, and Hefele (HI. 662 sq.). 
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Felix publicly and solemnly recanted before the Synod, and 
also before Pope Hadrian, to whom he was sent. But on his 
return to Spain he was so much reproached for his weakness, 
that, regardless of his solemn oath, he yielded to the entreaties 
of his friends, and re-affirmed his former opinions. 

Charlemagne, who did not wish to alienate the Spanish por- 
tion of his kingdom, and to drive it into the protection of the 
neighboring Saracens, directed ALCtncN, who in the mean time 
had come to France from England, to send a mild warning and 
refutation of Adoptionism to Felix. When this proved fruit- 
less, and when the Spanish bishops, under the lead of Elipandus, 
appealed to the justice of the emperor, and demanded the resto- 
ration of Felix to his bishopric, he called a new council at 
Frankfort on the Main in 794, which was attended by about 
three hundred (?) bishops, and maybe called “universal,” as 
far as the West is concerned. 1 As neither Felix nor any of the 
Adoptionist bishops appeared in person, the council, under the 
lead of Alcuin, confirmed the decree of condemnation passed at 
Ratisbon. 

Subsequently Felix wrote an apology, which was answered 
and refuted by Alcuin. Elipandus reproached Alcuin for 
having twenty thousand slaves (probably belonging to the con- 
vent of Tours), and for being proud of wealth. Charles sent 
Archbishop Leidrad of Lyons and other bishops to the Spanish 
portion of his kingdom, who succeeded, in two visits, in con- 
verting the heretics (according to Alcuin, twenty thousand). 

About that time a council at Rome, under Leo III., pro- 
nounced, on very imperfect information, a fresh anathema, erro- 
neously charging that the Adoptionists denied to the Saviour 
any other than a nuncupative Godhead. 

1 See a full account in Hefele III. 678 eqq. He calls it the most splendid of 
all the Bynods of Charlemagne. It was held apostolica au ctoritate, two delegates 
of Pope Hadrian being present. But Charlemagne himself presided. The 
n amber of members is not given in the sources, but Baronins and many others 
after him say 800. 
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Felix himself appeared, 799, at a Synod in Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and after a debate of six days with Alcuin, he recanted his 
Adoptionism a second time. He confessed to be convinced by 
some passages, not of the Scriptures, but of the fathers (espe- 
cially Cyril of Alexandria, Leo I., and Gregory I.), which he 
had not known before, condemned Nestor ius, and exhorted his 
clergy and people to follow the true faith. 1 He spent the rest 
of his life under the supervision of the Archbishop of Lyons, 
and died in 818. He left, however, a paper in which the doc- 
trine of Adoptionism is clearly stated in the form of question 
and answer; and Agobard, the successor of Leidrad, felt it his 
duly to refute it. 

Elipandus, under the protection of the government of the 
Moors, continued openly true to his heretical conviction. But 
Adoptionism lost its vitality with its champions, and passed 
away during the ninth century. Slight traces of it are found 
occasionally during the middle ages. Duns Scotus (1300) and 
Durandus a S. Porciano (1320) admit the term Filins adoptivus 
in a qualified sense. 2 The defeat of Adoptionism was a check 
upon the dyophysitic and dyotheletic feature in the Chalcedon 
Christology, and put off indefinitely the development of the 
human side in Christ’s Person. In more recent times the Jesuit 
Vasquez, and the Lutheran divines G. Calixtus and Walch, have 
defended the Adoptionists as essentially orthodox. 

§ 118. Doctrine of Adoptionism. 

The doctrine of Adoptionism is closely allied in spirit to the 
Nestorian Christology; but it concerns not so much the consti- 
tution of Christ’s person, as simply the relation of his humanity 
to the Fatherhood of God. The Adoptionists were no doubt 
sincere in admitting at the outset the unity of Christ’s person, 
the communication of properties between the two natures, and 

1 Hard. IV. 929-934 ; Alcuin, Epp. 92, 176; and the Gonfmio Fidd Felids 
in Mansi, XIII. 1035 sq. 

* See Walch, JSEst. Adopt., p. 253; Gieseler, Church History, 4th Germ, ed 
vol. II., part I., p. 117, note 13 (E. tr. II. 78). 
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tiie term Theotokos (though in a qualified sense) as applied to 
the Vir gin Mary. Yet their view implies an abstract separation 
of the eternal Son of God and the man Jesus of Nazareth, and 
results in the assertion of two distinct Sons of God. It empha- 
sized the dyophysitism and dyotheletism of the orthodox Christ- 
ology, and ran them out into a personal dualism, inasmuch as 
sonship is an attribute of personality, not of nature. The 
Adoptionists spoke of an adoptatus homo instead of an adoptata 
natura humana, and called the adopted manhood an adopted 
Son. They appealed to Ambrose, Hilary, Jerome, Augustin, 
and Isidore of Seville, and the Mozarabic Liturgy, which was 
used in Spain . 1 Sometimes the term adoptio is indeed applied 
to the Incarnation by earlier writers, and in the Spanish liturgy, 
but rather in the sense of assumptio or dvdfojfa r, i. e. the eleva- 
tion of the human nature, through Christ, to union with the 
Godhead . 2 They might, with better reason, have quoted Theo- 
dore of Mopsuestia as their predecessor; for his doctrine of the 
u$C #erdc is pretty much the same as their FUius Dei adop- 
tim s. s 

The fundamental point in Adoptionism is the distinction of 
a double Sonship in Christ — one by nature and one by grace, 
one by generation and one by adoption, one by essence and one 
by title, one which is metaphysical and another which is brought 
about by an act of the divine will and choice. The idea of son- 
ship is made to depend on the nature, not on the person ; and 

1 A strong passage was quoted in the letter of the Spanish bishops to Char- 
lemagne from Isidore of Seville, who says ( Etymolog ., lib. IL, c. 2; see Migne’s 
ed. of Alcuin II. 1324) : “ Unigenitus vocatur secundum Dwinitatis exadhmtiam, 
Cpt iamnefratnbus : peimogenitus secundum susceptianm hamints, in qua per adop- 
tionem gratia fratres habere dignatus est, de quibus met primogentius'’ From the 
Mozarabic liturgy they quoted seven passages. See Hefele III. 650 sqq. 

* In a passage of Hilary (De Trim.it. II. 29), there is a dispute between two 
readings — ‘‘camis humUiias adoptatur,” and “adoratur” (Alcuin)— although 
the former alone is consistent with the context, and “adcrpMur' 1 is used in a 
more general sense for ammtiur (so Agobard). See Walch, Hist. Adopt., p. 
22 sqq , and Gieseler, II. 76, note 2. 

* See Neander, Kvrehmgesehichte, III. p. 318 sqq.; E. ed. HI. 159 sqq. 
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as Christ has two natures, there must be in him two correspond- 
ing Sonships. According to his divine nature, Christ is really 
and essentially ( secundum, naturam or genere) the Son of God, 
begotten from eternity ; but according to his human nature, he 
is the Son of God only nominally (nuncupative) by adoption, or 
by divine grace. By nature he is the Only-Begotten Son of God j 1 
by adoption and grace he is the First-Begotten Son of .God.* 

The Adoptionists quoted in their favor mainly John 14: 28 ; 
Luke 1: 80; 18: 19; Mark 13: 32; John 1: 14; 10: 35; 
Bom. 8: 29; 1 Cor. 11: 3; 1 John 3: 2; Dent. 18: 15; Ps. 
2: 8; 22 : 23, and other passages from the Old Testament, 
which they referred to the Filius primogenitus et adoptions; 
while Ps. 60: 4 (ex utero ante Luciferum genui te); 44: 2 ; Is. 
45 : 23; Prov. 8: 25, were understood to apply to the Filius 
unigenitus. None of these passages, which might as well be 
quoted in favor of Arianism, bear them out in the point of dis- 
pute. Christ is nowhere called the “adopted” Son of God. 
Felix inferred from the adoption of the children of God, that 
they must have an adoptive head. He made use of the illus- 
tration, that as a son cannot have literally two fathers, but may 
have one by birth and the other by adoption, so Christ, accord- 
ing to his humanity, cannot be the Son of David and the Son 
of God in one and the same sense ; but he may be the one by 
nature and the other by adoption.® 

It is not dear whether he dated the adopted Sonship of Christ 
from his exaltation, 4 or from his baptism,® or already from his 
birth.® He speaks of a double birth of Christ, compares the 
baptism of Christ with the baptism or regeneration of believers, 
and connects both with the spiritualis gmeratio per adoptionem; 7 
but, on the other hand, he seems to trace the union of the human 
nature with the divine to the womb of the Virgin.® 

1 Unigenitus, govvytv^t, John 1: 14, 18. 

* Primogenitus, isporriroimt iv is oXhoiif aSetyol f, Rom. 8: 29; comp. Ool. 1: 15. 

* Alenin, Contra Fdicem, 1. 12, and III. 1. 4 Draner, IL 819. 

* Watch. * Neander, T L e. IL 15. B l e, V. 1. 
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The Adoptionists, as already remarked, thought themselves 
in harmony with the Christology of Chalcedon, and professed 
faith in one divine person in two full and perfect natures; 1 they 
only wished to bring out their views of a double Sonship, as a 
legitimate consequence of the doctrine of two natures. 

The champions of orthodoxy, among whom Alcuin, the teacher 
and friend of Charlemagne, was the most learned and able, 
next to him Paulinus of Aquileja, and Agobard of Lyons, 
unanim ously viewed Adoptionism as a revival or modification 
of the Nestorian heresy, which was condemned by the third 
(Ecumenical Council (431). 2 

Starting from the fact of a real incarnation, the orthodox 
party insisted that it was the eternal, only begotten Son of God, 
who assumed human nature from the womb of the Virgin, and 
united it with his divine person, remaining the proper Son of 
God, notwithstanding this change. 3 They quoted in their favor 
such passages as John 3 : 16 ; Rom. 8 : 32; Eph. 5:2; Acts 3 : 
13-15. 

The radical fault of this heresy is, that it shifts the whole 
idea of Sonship from the person to the nature. Christ is the 
Son of God as to his person, not as to nature. The two natures 
do not form two Sons, since they are inseparably united in the 
one Christ. The eternal Son of God did not in the act of incar- 

1 “In una persona, dualus quoque naturis plenis alque perfectis.” Alenin, Opp. 
II. 567. 

9 Alcuin, Contra Felieem , lib. I., c. 11 : “ Sicut Nestoriana impietas in duos 
Christum dividit personas propter duos naturae ; ita et vestra indocta temeritas in 
duos eum dividit flios, unum proprium , alterwn adoptivum. Si vero Christus est 
proprius Filins Dei Patris et adoptions, ergo est alter et alter,” etc. Lib. IV. c. 5 : 
“Nonne dm swat, qui verus est Dens, et qui nunmpativus Dews ? Nome etiam et 
dm sunt, qui adoptivus est Filius, et ille, qui verm est Filius t 

* Ibid. II. 12: u Nec in iUa assumptions alius est Deus, (dim homo, vel alius 
Filius Dei, et alim Fdius Virginis ; sed idem est Filius Dei, qui et Films Vir~ 
gmis; ut sit unus Filius etiam proprius et perfectus in duahus naturis Dei et Komi - 
nis,” In the Confession which Felix had to sign in 799 when he abjured his 
error, it is said that the Son of God and the Son of man are one and the same 
true and proper Son of the Father, “ rum adoptions, non appellations sew nuncupa- 
tions, sed in utraque natura unus Dei Patris verm et proprim Dei Dei Filins.” 
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nation assume a human personality, but human nature. There 
is therefore no room at all for an adoptive Sonship. The Bible 
nowhere calls Christ the adopted Son of God. Christ is, in his 
person, from eternity or by nature what Chris tians become by 
grace and regeneration. 

In condemning Monotheletism, the Church emphasized the 
duality of natures in Christ; in condemning Adoptionism, she 
emphasized the unity of person. Thus she guarded the catholic 
Christology both against Eutychian and Nestorian departures, 
but left the problem of the full and genuine humanity of Christ 
unsolved. While he is the eternal Son of God, he is at the 
same time truly and fully the Son of man. The mediseval 
Church dwelt chiefly on the divine majesty of Christ, and re- 
moved him at an infinite distance from man, so that he could 
only be reached through intervening mediators; but, on the 
other hand, she kept a lively, though grossly realistic, remem- 
brance of his passion in the daily sacrifice of the mass, and 
found in the worship of the tender Yirgin-Mother with the 
Infant-Saviour on her protecting arm a substitute for the con- 
templation and comfort of his perfect manhood. The triumph 
of the theory of transubstantiation soon followed the defeat of 
Adoptionism, and strengthened the tendency towards an exces- 
sive and magical supcrnaturalism which annihilates the natural, 
instead of transforming it. 


NOTE. 

The learned Walch defends the orthodoxy of the Adoptionists, since 
they did not say that Christ, in his two-fold Sonship, was alius et alius, 
iZXog ml UXog (which is the Nestorian view), but that he was Son aliter 
et aliter, Wms ml Wmc. Xelzerhistorie, vol. IX., pp. 881, 904. Baur (II., 
p. 152) likewise justifies Adoptionism, as a legitimate inference from the 
Ohalcedonian dogma, but on the assumption that this dogma itself in- 
cludes a contradiction. Neander, Domer, Niedner, Hefele, and MSller 
concede the affinity of Adoptionism with Nestorianism, but affirm, at the 
same time, the difference and the new features in Adoptionism (see 
especially Domer II., p. 309 sq.). 
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§ 119 . The Predestinmian Controversy . 

Comp. vol. HI., \\ 158-160, pp. 851 sqq. 

LITERATURE. 

I. The sources are (1) The remains of the writings of Gottschalk, viz., 
three Confessions (one before the Synod of Mainz, two composed in 
prison), a poetic Epistle to Ratramnus, and fragments of a book 
against Rabanus Maurus. Collected in the first volume of Mauguin 
(see below), and in Migne’s “ Patrol. Lat.,” Tom. 121, col. 348-872. 

(2) The writings of Gottschalk’s friends: Pruuentius : Epist. ad Mine - 
marum, and Contra Jo. Scotum; Ratramnus: Be Prcedest. y 850; 
Servatus Lupus: Be tribus Questionibus (i. e free will, predesti- 
nation, and the extent of the atonement), 850; Florus Magister : 
Be Freed, contra /. Scot. ; Remigius : Lib. de tribus Epistolis, and 
LibeUus de tenenda immobiliter Scriptures veritate. Collected in the 
first vol. of Mauguin, and in Migne’s “Patrol. Lat.,” vols. 115, 119 
and 121. A poem of Walaerid Strabo on Gottschalk, in Migne, 
Tom. 114, col. 1115 sqq. 

(3) The writings of Gottschalk’s opponents: Rabanus Maurus (in 
Migne, Tom. 112) ; Hincmar of Rheims : Be Prcedestinatione et Libero 
ArbitriOy etc. (in Migne, Tom. 125 and 126) ; Scotus Erigena : Be 
Prcedest. Bed contra Gottescalcum , 851 (first ed. by Mauguin, 1650, 
and in 1853 by Floss in Migne, Tom. 122). See also the Acts of 
Councils in Mansi, Tom. XIV. and XV. 

H. Works of historians: Jac. Ussher (Anglican and Calvinist): Gottes- 
chald et Prcedestinatiance controversies ab eo motce Eistoria. Dublin, 
1631; Hanover, 1662; and in the Dublin ed. of his works. 

Gilb. Mauguin ( Jansenist, d. 1674) : Vet. Auctorum, gui IX, scec. de 
Prcedest. et Grat. scripseruntj Opera et Fragm . plurima nunc primum 
in lucem edita , etc. Paris, 1650, 2 Tom. In the second volume he 
gives the history and defends the orthodoxy of Gottschalk. 

L. Cellot (Jesuit): Hist. Gotteschalci preedestimtiani. Paris, 1655, fol. 
Against Gottschalk and Mauguin. 

J. J.Hottinger (Reformed): Fata doctrines de Prcedestinatione et Gratia 
Bei. Tiguri, 1727. Also his Dissertation on Gottschalk, 1710. 

Card. Noris: Eistoria Gottesc., in his Opera. Venice, 1759, Tom. III. 

F. Monnier: Be Gotteschalci et Joan. Erigence Controversia. Paris, 1858, 

Jul. WeizsXcker (Luth.) : Bas Dogma von der gottl. Vorherbestimmung 
im 9 ten Jahrh. , in Horner’s “ Jahrbucher fur Deutsche Theol.” 
Gotha, 1859, p. 527-576. 

Heeele (R. Cath.) : Conciliengesch. IV. 130-223 (second ed., 1879). 
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V. BORRASCH : Der Monch Gottschalk v. Orbais, sein Leben u. seine Lehre. 
Thorn, 1868. 

Kunstmann : Hrdbanus Mmrus (Mainz, 1841) ; Spingler: Babanin 
Maurus (Ratisbon, 1856) ; and C. V. Nooeden : Hinbrnar v. Rheims 
(Bonn, 1863) ; H. Scheoes : Hincmar Erzbisch v. R. (Freil. B. 1884). 
See also SchrSckh, vol. XXIV. 1-126; Neander, Gieseler, Baur, 
in their Kirchengesckichte and their Dogmengeschichte ; Bach (Rom. 
Oath.), in his Dogmengesch. dee MttelaUers, I. 219-263; Guizot: 
Civilization in France, Lect. V. ; Hardwick : Middle Age, 161-165; 
Robertson, II. 288-299; Reuter, Rel. Auflclarung im Mittelalter, 
L 43-48; and MSller in Herzog 2 , V. 824-328. 

Gottschalk or GoDESCAiiCtrs , 1 an involuntary monk and 
irregularly ordained priest, of noble Saxon parentage, strong 
convictions, and heroic courage, revived the Augustinian theory 
on one of the most difficult problems of speculative theology, 
but had to suffer bitter persecution for re-asserting what the 
great African divine had elaborated and vindicated four centu- 
ries before with more depth, wisdom and moderation. 

The Greek church ignored Augustin, and still more Gottschalk, 
and adheres to this day to the anthropology of the Nicene and 
ante-Nicene fathers, who laid as great stress on the freedom of 
the will as on divine grace. John of Damascus teaches an ab- 
solute foreknowledge, but not an absolute foreordination of 
God, because God cannot foreordain sin, which he wills not, 
and which, on the contrary, he condemns and punishes ; and he 
does not force virtue upon the reluctant will. 

The Latin church retained a traditional reverence for Augus- 
tin, as her greatest divine, but never committed herself to his 

1 There are several persons of that name; the three best known are, 1) the 
subject of this chapter; 2) the writer of sequences mentioned in this volume, 

p. 433; 3) the prince of the Slavonic and Wendish tribes on the borders of 
Northern Germany, who died a martyr June 7, 1066. The meaning of Oott - 
eehalk is Cods servant. The German word SchaJJc, Knecht, has undergone the 
same change as the English word knave. Milman (IV. 184) calls our Gott- 
schalk a "premature Luther” (who was also a Saxon), but give* no account 
of the controversy on “ the dark subject of predestination.” Schrors (U e. 96) 
likewise compares Gottschalk with Luther, but the difference is much greater 
than the resemblance. 
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scheme of predestination. 1 It always found individual advo- 
cates, as Fulgentius of Ruspe, and Isidore of Seville, who taught 
a two-fold predestination, one of the elect unto life eternal, and 
one of the reprobate unto death eternal. Beda and Alcuin were 
Augustinians of a milder type. But the prevailing sentiment 
cautiously steered midway between Augustinianism and Semi- 
Pelagianism, giving the chief weight to the preceding and ena- 
bling grace of God, yet claiming some merit for man’s consenting 
and co-operating will. 2 This compromise may be called Sexni- 
Augustinianism, as distinct from Semi-Pelagianism. It was 
adopted by the Synod of Orange (Arausio) in 529, which con- 
demned the Semi-Pelagian error (without naming its adherents) 
and approved Augustin’s views of sin and grace, but not his 
view of predestination, which was left open. It was transmitted 
to the middle ages through Pope Gregory the Great, who, next 
to Augustin, exerted most influence on the theology of our pe- 
riod; and this moderated and weakened Augustinianism tri- 
umphed in the Gottschalk controversy. 

The relation of the Roman church to Augustin in regard to 
predestination is similar to that which the Lutheran church holds 
to Luther. The Reformer held the most extreme view on di- 
vine predestination, and in his book on the Slavery of the 
Human Will, against Erasmus, he went further than Augustin 
before him and Calvin after him; 8 yet notwithstanding his 

1 See vol. III. 866 sqq. Neander says (Church Ilist. III. 472): “The Au- 
gustinian doctrine of grace had finally gained a complete victory even over 
Semi-Pelagianism ; but on the doctrine of predestination nothing had as yet 
been publicly determined" Gieseler (II. 84): “ Strict Augustinianism had 
never been generally adopted even in the West.” 

’ In the language of Gregory L: “Bonum, quod agimus, et Bet est, <t nostrum: 
Bei per pravenientm gratiam, nostrum per obsequentem liberom vohntatm. Si 
enim Bei non est, unde ei gratias in etemum agimus f Rurs/um si nostrum non est, 
unde nobis retnbui ■protma speramust ” Moral., Lib. XXXL in Cap. 41 Job, in 
Migne’s ed- of Gregory’s Opera, II. 699. 

* Melanchthon, too, at first was so strongly impressed with the divine sove- 
reignty, that he traced the adultery of David and the treason of Judas to the 
eternal decree of God ; but he afterwards changed his view in favor of syner* 
gism, which Luther never did. 
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commanding genius and authority, his view was virtually dis- 
owned, and gave way to the compromise of the Formula of 
Concord, which teaches both an absolute election of believers, 
and a sincere call of all sinners to repentance. The Calvinistic 
Confessions, with more logical consistency, teach an absolute 
predestination as a necessary sequence of Divine omnipotence 
and omniscience, but confine it, like Augustin, to the limits 
of the infralapsarian scheme, with an express exclusion of 
God from the authorship of sin. Supralapsarianism, however, 
also had its advocates as a theological opinion. In the Roman 
church, the Augustinian system was revived by the Jansenists, 
but only to be condemned. 

§ 120. Gottschalk and Babanus Maurus. 

Gottschalk, the son of Count Bemo (or Bern), was sent in 
his childhood by his parents to the famous Hessian convent of 
Fulda as a pious offering ( oblatus ). When he had attained 
mature age, he denied the validity of his involuntary tonsure, 
wished to leave the convent, and brought his case before a 
Synod of Mainz in 829. The synod decided in his favor, but 
the new abbot, Babanus Maurus, appealed to the emperor, and 
wrote a book, J)c Oblatione Puerorum, in defence of the obliga- 
tory character of the parental consecration of a child to monastic 
life. He succeeded, but allowed Gottschalk to exchange Fulda 
for Orbais in the diocese of Soissons in the province of Rheims. 
From this time dates his ill feeling towards the reluctant monk, 
whom lie called a vagabond, and it cannot be denied that 
Babanus appears unfavorably in the whole controversy. 

At Orbais Gottschalk devoted himself to the study of Augus- 
tin and Fulgentius of Ruspe (d. 533), with such ardent enthu- 
siasm that he was called Fulgmtius } He selected especially the 

1 By Walafrid Strabo, hid fellow-student at Fulda, who had a high opinion 
of his learning and piety, and wrote a poem entitled “ Qotesealeho monacho gui 
■et Ftdgmiius; ” in Opera ed. Migne, Tom. II. (“Patr. Lat.,” Tom. 114, ad. 
1115-1117). Neander (III. 474, note) supposes that Gottschalk probably bor- 
rowed from Fulgentius the term pradestinatio duplex. 
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passages in favor of the doctrine of predestination, and recited 
them to his fellow-monks for hours, gaining many to his views. 
But his friend, Servatus Lupus, warned him against unprofita- 
ble speculations on abstruse topics, instead of searching the 
Scriptures for more practical things. He corresponded with 
several scholars, and made a pilgrimage to Rome. On his re- 
turn in 847 or 848, he spent some time with the hospitable 
Count Eberhard of Friuli, a son-in-law of the Emperor Louis 
the Pious, met there Bishop Noting of Verona, and communi- 
cated to him his views on predestination. Noting informed 
Rabanus Maurus, who had in the mean time become archbishop 
of Mainz, and urged him to refute this new heresy. 

Rabanus Maurus wrote a letter to Noting on predestination, 
intended against Gottsehalk, though without naming him. 1 He 
put the worst construction upon his view of a double predesti- 
nation, and rejected it for seven reasons, chiefly, because it in- 
volves a charge of injustice against God; it contradicts the 
Scriptures, which promise eternal reward to virtue; it declares 
that Christ shed his blood in vain for those that are lost ; and 
it leads some to carnal security, others to despair. His own 
doctrine is moderately Augustinian. He maintains that the 
whole race, including unbaptized children, lies under just con- 
demnation in consequence of Adam’s sin ; that out of this mass 
of corruption God from pure mercy elects some to eternal life, 
and leaves others, in view of their moral conduct, to their just 
punishment. God would have all men to be saved, yet he ac- 
tually saves only a part ; why he makes such a difference, we 
do not know and must refer to his hidden counsel. Foreknow- 
ledge and foreordination are distinct, and the latter is conditioned 
by the former. Here is the point where Rabanus departs from 

1 Epist. V. ad Notingum, De Pradestinatione, first published, together with a 
letter Ad Eberkurdum comitem, by Sirnaond, Paris, 1647; also in Rabawi 
Mauri Opera, Tom. VI., ed. Migne (“Patr. Lat.,” Tom. 112, col. 1530-1553). 
Hefele (IV. 134) complains that this edition has many inaccuracies and typo- 
graphical errors. 
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Augustin and agrees with the Semi-Pelagians. He also distin- 
guishes between prcesciti and prcedestinati . The impenitent sin- 
ners were only foreknown, not foreordained. He admitted that 
“the punishment is foreordained for the sinner,” but denied 
that “the sinner is foreordained for punishment.” 1 He sup- 
ported his view with passages from Jerome, Prosper, Gennadius, 
and Augustin. 2 

Gottschalk saw in this tract the doctrine of the S emi -Pelagian 
Gennadius and Cassianus rather than of “the most catholic doc- 
tor” Augustin. He appeared before a Synod at Mainz, which 
was opened Oct. 1, 848, in the presence of the German king, and 
boldly professed his belief in a two-fold predestination, to life 
and to death, God having from eternity predestinated his elect 
by free grace to eternal life, and quite similarly all reprobates, 
by a just judgment for their evil deserts, to eternal death. 3 * 5 The 
offensive part in this confession lies in the words two-fold ( gemina ) 

1 Hefele (IV. 136) declares this to be inconsistent, because both sentences 

amount to the same thing and give a good orthodox sense. “In Wahrheit ist 
ja auch der Sunder prddestinirt ad mortem oder posnam i aber seine Predestination 
ist kdne absolute , me die des eledus, sondem de ist bedvngt durch die prcevisa de- 
mentaP 

3 Chiefly from the Hypomnesticon ( Gommonitoriwm , Memorandum), usually 
called Hypognosticon ( Subnotationes ), a pseudo-Augustinian work against the 
Pelagians, which was freely quoted at that time as Augusdnian by Scotus Eri- 
gena and Hincmar ; while Remigius proved the spuriousness. It is printed 
in the tenth vol. of the Benedict ed. of Augustin, and in Migne’s reprint, X. 
1611-1664. See Fenerlein: Bisquis. hist . de libris Hypognosticon, t an ab Hinc- 
maro , in Augustam Confessione et alibi rede tribuantur divo Augustino . Altdorf, 
1735. 

3 The fragment of this confession is preserved by Hincmar, Be Prcedest., c. 

5 (Migne, 125, col. 89 sq.): “Ego Oothescalcus credo et confiteor , profiteoret testi- 
fies ex Beo Patre, per Beum Filium y in Beo Spiritu Sajndo, et affirmo atque ap- 
probe coram Beo et eanctis ejus, quod gemina est preedestimtio , me dectorum ad 
requiem, me reproborum ad mortem [so far quoted verbatim from Isidore of 
Seville, Sent. II. 6] : quia sieut Beus incommutabilis ante mmdi constitutwnem 
orrmes eledos suos ineommutabUiter per gratuitam gratiam suam preedestinavit ad 
vitam cetemam , similiter omnino omnes reprobos, quia in die judicii damnabuntur 
propter ipsorwm mala merita, idem ipse incommutabilis Beus per justum judicium 
mum incomrmUabiliter preedestinavit ad mortem merito sempitemamP 
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and quite similarly ( similiter omnino), by which he seemed to 
put the two foreordinations, i. e. election and reprobation, on 
the same footing \ but he qualified it by a reference to the guilt 
and future judgment of the reprobate. He also maintained 
against Rabanus that the Son of God became man and died 
only for the elect. He measured the extent of the purpose by 
the extent of the effect. God is absolutely unchangeable, and 
his will must be fulfilled. What does not happen, cannot have 
been intended by him. 

The details of the synodical transaction are unknown, but 
Rabanus, who presided over the Synod, gives as the result, in a 
letter to Hincmar, that Gottschalk was condemned, together 
with his pernicious doctrine (which he misrepresents), and 
handed over to his metropolitan, Hincmar, for punishment 
and safe-keeping. 

§ 121. Gottschalk and Hincmar. 

Hincmar, archbishop of Rheims, a most influential, proud 
and intolerant prelate, was ill-disposed towards Gottschalk, be- 
cause he had been somewhat irregularly (though not invalidly) 
ordained to the priesthood by a rural bishop (chorepvtcopus), 
Rigbold of Rheims, without the knowledge of his own bishop 
of Soissons, and gone on travels without permission of his 
abbot 1 He treated the poor monk without mercy. Gottschalk 
was summoned before a synod of Chiersy ( in palatio Carisiaco ) 2 
in the spring of 849. He refused to recant, and was condemned 
as an incorrigible heretic, deposed from the priesthood, publicly 
scourged for obstinacy, according to the rule of St. Benedict, 
compelled to burn his books, and shut up in the prison of a 
convent in the province of Rheims.* According to the report 

1 Mauguin vindicates Gottschalk in both respects. 

1 Carisiacum, dressy or Crdcy in Northern Prance, in the department of 
Somme, celebrated by tbe battle of 1S46 between the English Edward III. 
and the French Philip VI. 

* Mansi, XTV. 921 ; Pertz, Monwm. I. 443 sq.; Migne, Tom. 115, col. 1402; 
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of eye-witnesses, he was scourged “most atrociously” and 
“ nearly to death,” until half dead he threw his book, which 
contained the proofs of his doctrine from the Scriptures and the 
fathers, into the fire. It is a relief to learn that St. Kemigius, 
archbishop of Lyons, expressed his horror at the “ unheard of 
impiety and cruelty” of this treatment of the miserabilis mono- 
chus, as Gottschalk is often called by his friends. 

In his lonely prison at Hautvilliers, the condemned monk 
composed two confessions, a shorter and a longer one, in which 
he strongly re-asserted his doctrine of a double predestination. 
He appealed to Pope Nicolas, who seems to have had some 
sympathy with him, and demanded a reinvestigation, which, 
however, never took place. He also offered, in reliance on the 
grace of God, to undergo the fiery ordeal before the king, the 
bishops and monks, to step successively into four cauldrons of 
boiling water, oil, fat and pitch, and then to walk through a 
blazing pile; but nobody could be found to accept the chal- 
lenge. Hincmar refused to grant him in his last sickness the 
communion and Christian burial, except on condition of full 
recantation. 1 Gottschalk scorned the condition, died in his un- 
shaken faith, and was buried in unconsecrated soil after an 
imprisonment of twenty years (868 or 869). 

He had the courage of his convictions. His ruling idea of 
the unchangeablcness of God reflected itself in his inflexible 
conduct. His enemies charged him with vanity, obstinacy, and 
strange delusions. Jesuits (Sirmond, Peteau, Cellot) condemn 
him and his doctrine; while Calvinists and Jansenists (Ussher, 
Hottinger, Mauguin) vindicate him as a martyr to the truth. 

Hefei e, IV. 142 sqq. Hefele doubts, with plausible reason, the concluding 
sentence of the synod, in which Gottschalk is condemned to everlasting 
silence. 

1 Gottschalk had provoked him by his disregard of episcopal authority, and 
by the charge of Sabelliaoism for altering “ irina Deltas,” in a church hymn, 
into “mama Deitas.” Hincmar charged him in turn with Arianism, but the 
word to which he had objected, retained its place in the Galilean service. 
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§ 122. The Contending Theories on Predestination, and the 
Victory of Semi-Augustinianism. 

During the imprisonment of Gottschalk a lively controversy 
was carried on concerning the point in dispute, which is very 
creditable to the learning of that age, but after all did not lead 
to a dear and satisfactory settlement. The main question was 
whether divine predestination or foreordination which all ad- 
mitted as a necessary element of the Divine perfection, was ab- 
solute or relative; in other words, whether it embraced all men 
and all acts, good and bad, or only those who are saved, and 
such acts as God approves and rewards. This question necessa- 
rily involved also the problem of the freedom of the human 
will, and the extent of the plan of redemption. The absolute pre- 
destinarians denied, the relative predestinarians affirmed, the free- 
dom of will and the universal import of Christ’s atoning death. 

The doctrine of absolute predestination was defended, in sub- 
stantial agreement with Gottschalk, though with more modera- 
tion and caution, by Prudentius, Bishop of Troyes, Ratramnus, 
monk of Corbie, Servatus Lupus, Abbot of Ferriferes, and Remi- 
gius, Archbishop of Lyons, and confirmed by the Synod of 
Valence, 855, and also at Langres in 859. 

The doctrine of free will and a conditional predestination was 
advocated, in opposition to Gottschalk, by Archbishop Rabanus 
Maurus of Mainz, Archbishop Hincmar of Rheims, and Bishop 
Pardulus of Laon, and confirmed at a synod of Chicrsy, 853, 
and in part again at Savonnifcres, near Toul, in 859. 

A third theory was set forth by John Scotus Erigena, intended 
against Gottschalk, but was in fact still more against the ortho- 
dox view, and disowned by both parties. 

I. The doctrine of an absolute and two-fold pbedesti- 
eattoit. 

Gottschalk professed to follow simply the great Augustan. This 
is true; but he gave undue disproportion to the tenet of predes- 
tination, and made it a fundamental theological principle, inset 
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parable from the immutability of God ; while with Augustin it 
was only a logical inference from his anthropological premises. 
He began where Augustin ended. To employ a later (Calvin- 
istic) terminology, he was a supralapsarian rather than an in- 
fralapsarian. He held a two-fold predestination of the elect to 
salvation, and of the reprobate to perdition ; not in the sense of 
two separate predestinations, but one predestination with two 
sides {gemina, i. e. bipartita), a positive side (election) and a 
negative side (reprobation). He could not conceive of the one 
without the other; but he did not teach a predestination of the 
sinner to sin, which would make God the author of sin. In 
this respect he was misrepresented by Babanus Maurus. 1 ll In 
his shorter Confession from his prison, he says : “ I believe and 
confess that God foreknew and foreordained the holy angels and 
elect men to unmerited eternal life, but that he equally ( pariter ) 
foreordained the devil with his host and with all reprobate men, 
on account of their foreseen future evil deeds , by a just judgment, 
to merited eternal death.” He appeals to passages of the Scrip- 
tures, to Augustin, Fulgentius, and Isidor, who taught the very 
same thing except the pariter. In the larger Confession, which 
is in the form of a prayer, he substitutes for equally the milder 
term almost or nearly ( propemodum ), and denies that God predes- 
tinated the reprobates to sin. “ Those, 0 God,” he says, “ of whom 
thou didst foreknow that they would persist by their own misery 
in their damnable sins, thou didst, as a righteous judge, predes- 
tinate to perdition.” He spoke of two redemptions, one com- 
mon to the elect and the reprobate, another proper and special 

1 Rabanus makes Gottschalk teach a “prcedestimtM Dei, sicut in bono, s ie ita 
et in medo , . . quad Denis eot [reproboa] fornaet db initio mcorrigibika. ,, But even 
Hincmar concedes (De Proud., c. 15, in Migne 125, col. 126) that the prodes ti- 

ll ariacs of hw day ( modemi Prcedettinatiani) taught only a predestination of 
the reprobates ad interitum, not ad peccatum. Cardinal Noris and Hefele (IV- 
140) admit the perversion of Gottschalk’s words in malarn partem by Rabanus. 
The same oharge of making God the author of sin by predestinating and crea- 
ting men for sin and damnation, has again and again been raised against so* 
pralapsarians and Calvinists generally, in spite of their express denial. 
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for the elect only. In similar manner the Calvinists, in their 
controversy with the Arminians, maintained that Christ died 
efficiently only for the elect, although sufficiently for all men. 

His predestinarian friends brought out the difference in God’s 
relation to the good and the evil more clearly. Thus Ratram- 
nus says that God was the author (a/uctor ) as well as the ruler 
(ordinator) of good thoughts and deeds, but only the ruler, not 
the author, of the bad. He foreordained the punishment of sin, 
not sin itself ( pomarn , not peceatum). He directs the course of 
sin, and overrules it for good. He used the evil counsel of 
Judas as a means to bring about the crucifixion and through it 
the redemption. Lupus says that God foreknew and permitted 
Adam’s fall, and foreordained its consequences, but not the fall 
itself. Magister Floras also speaks of a prcedestinatio gemina, 
yet with the emphatic distinction, that God predestinated die 
elect both to good works and to salvation, but the reprobate 
only to punishment, not to sin. He was at first ill-informed of 
the teaching of Gottschalk, as if he had denied the meritim 
damnationis. Remigius censured the “temerity” and “untimely 
loquacity” of Gottschalk, but defended him against the inhu- 
man treatment, and approved of all his propositions except the 
unqualified denial of freedom to do good after the fall, unless 
he meant by it that no one could me his freedom without the 
grace of God. He subjected the four chapters of Ilincmar to 
a severe criticism. On the question whether God will have all 
men to be saved without or with restriction, and whether Christ 
died for all men or only for the elect, he himself held the par- 
ticularistic view, but was willing to allow freedom of opinion, 
since the church had not decided that question, and the Bible 
admitted of different interpretations . 1 

The Synod of Valence, which met at th<j request of the Em- 

1 The particularisms appealed to the passage Matt. 26: 26, pro mu Wt (i repl 
TroXXav, without the article), and understood it in the restricted sense as dis- 
tinct from pro omnibus ; while they arbitrarily restricted the omnes (iriv res) in 
1 Tim. 2 : 3 and similar passages. 
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peror Lothaire in 855, endorsed, in opposition to Hincmar and 
the four chapters of the Synod of Chiersy, the main positions 
of the Augustinian system as understood by Remigius, who pre- 
sided. 1 It affirms a two-fold predestination (“ prcedestinationem 
eleetorum ad vitam et prcedestinationem impiorum ad mortem”), 
but with such qualifications and distinctions as seemed to be 
necessary to save the holiness of God and the moral responsi- 
bility of man. The Synod of Langres in the province of Lyons, 
convened by Charles the Bald in 859, repeated the doctrinal 
canons of Valence, but omitted the censure of the four chapters 
of Chiersy, which Charles the Bald had subscribed, and thus 
prepared the way for a compromise. 

We may briefly state the system of the Augustinian school in 
the following propositions : 

(1) All men are sinners, and justly condemned in consequence 
of Adam’s fall. 

(2) Man in the natural state has no freedom-of choice, but is 
a slave of sin. (This, however, was qualified by Remigius and 
the Synod of Valence in the direction of Semi-Pelagianism.) 

(3) God out of free grace elected from eternity and unaltera- 
bly a part of mankind to holiness and salvation, and is the 
author of all their good deeds ; while he leaves the rest in his 
inscrutable counsel to their merited damnation. 

(4) God has unalterably predestinated the impenitent and 
persistent sinner to everlasting punishment, but not to sin, which 
is the guilt of man and condemned by God. 

(5) Christ died only for the elect. 

Gottschalk is also charged by his opponents with slighting 
the church and the sacraments, and confining the effect of bap- 
tism and the eucharist to the elect. This would be consistent 
with his theory. He is said to have agreed with his friend 
Ratramnus in rejecting the doctrine of transubstantiation. Au- 
gustin certainly did not teach transubstantiation, but he checked 

i See the canons of this Synod in Mansi, XV. 1 sqq., and Hefele, IV. 193-195. 



534 


FOTJBTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


the logical tendency of Predestinarianism by the Catholic doc- 
trine of baptismal regeneration, and of the visible historical 
church as the mediatrix of salvation . 1 

II. The doctrine of a conditional and single predesti- 
nation. 

Rabanus and Hincmar, who agreed in theology as well 
as in unchristian conduct towards Gottschalk, claimed to be 
Augustinians, but were at heart Semi-Pelagians, and struck a 
middle course, retaining the Augustinian premises, but avoid- 
ing the logical consequences. Foreknowledge (prceseimbia , ) is a 
necessary attribute of the omniscient mind of God, and differs 
from foreordination or predestination (prcedestinatio ), which is 
an attribute of his omnipotent will. The former may exist 
without the latter, but not the latter without the former. Fore- 
knowledge is absolute, and embraces all things and all men, 
good and bad; foreordination is conditioned by foreknowledge, ' 
and refers only to what is good. God foreknew sin from eter- 
nity, but did not predestinate it ; and so he foreknew the sin- 
ners, but did not predestinate them to sin or death ; they are 
simply prcesdti, not prcedestinati. There is therefore no double 
predestination, but only one predestination which coincides with 
election to eternal life. The fall of Adam with its conse- 
quences falls under the idea of divine permission. God sincerely 
intends to save all men without distinction, and Christ shed 
his blood for all ; if any are lost, they have to blame them- 
selves. 

Hincmar secured the confirmation of his views by the Synod 

1 Dr. Bach, a learned Roman Catholic historian, states this point thus (l «., 

L 230).: “Der historische Christw und die Kirohe, dvr sichtbare Leib Christi t w 
fluchtigt tick schon lei Oottsehalh zu einrn leeren Abstraktum, sobald der concrete 
JBoden der Erwahlnng nicht mekr die Kirohe und ihre Sakramente, sondem tin 
lediglich jmgirtes vorzeitliches Decret Cfottes id. Es taueht da/m iirmer ein Sur- 
rogat der Phantaaie, die a. g. uneichtbare Kirche mf, md diejenigen, wdche die 
groaaartige reaMstiiche Lehre dee hi. Auguetm von der Kirohe md den SaJeramenten 
zeretoren, nernen tick vorzuglieh Auguttmianer, indem tie nicht vrinen, dan die 
Lehre Augustine von der Pradeetimtion auf dem concreten Bode n der Gh/rietologie 
und Anthropologic eteht md eihne diets aur gefdhrlichtten Hareeic mrd.” 
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of Chiersy, held in presence of the Emperor, Charles the Bald, 
853. It adopted four propositions: 1 

(1) God Almighty made man free from sin, endowed him 
with reason and the liberty of choice, and placed him in Para- 
dise. Man, by the abuse of this liberty, sinned, and the whole 
race became a mass of perdition. Out of this matssa perdi- 
tionis God elected those whom he by grace predestinated unto 
life eternal ; others he left by a just judgment in the mass of 
perdition, foreknowing that they would perish, but not foreor- 
daining them to perdition, though he foreordained eternal pun- 
ishment for them. 2 This is Augustinian, but weakened in the 
last clause. 

(2) We lost the freedom of will through the fall of the first 
man, and regained it again through Christ. This chapter, how- 
ever, is so vaguely worded that it may be understood in a Semi- 
Pelagian as well as in an Augustinian sense.* 

(3) God Almighty would have all men without exception to 
be saved, although not all are actually saved. Salvation is a free 
gift of grace; perdition is the desert of those who persist in sin. 

(4) Jesus Christ died for all men past, present and future, 
though not all are redeemed by the mystery of his passion, 
owing to their unbelief. 

The last two propositions are not Augustinian, but catholic, 
and are the connecting link between the catholic orthodoxy and 
the Semi-Pelagian heresy. 

Hincmar defended these propositions against the objections of 
Bemigius and the Synod of Valence, in two books on Predesti- 
nation and Free Will (between 856 and 863). The first is lost, 

1 Capitals IV. Carisiaceraia, in Hincmar, De Freed., c. 2; in Mansi, XIV. 
920; Gieseler, IL 88; and Hefele, IV. 187. 

* “perituros preeteivit, ted non ut perirent proedestimvit, poenam autem iUis, quia 
justut eat, prtsdeatinavit ceternam.” 

* “ LibertaUm a/rbitrii in primo homineperdidirim, quamper Christum Dominwm 
nostrum reeepimus: et habermt* liberum arbitrium ad bomm, proscenium, et adjutum 
gratia: et habemus liberum arbitrium ad malum, desertum gratia. Liberum autem 
hahtmut arbitrium, quia gratia Kberatum, et gratia de eorrupto aanaium.” 
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the second is preserved. It is very prolix and repetitious, and 
marks no real progress. He made several historical blunders, 
and quoted .freely from the pseudo-Augustinian Hypomnesticon, 
which he thought presented Augustin’s later and better views. 

The two parties came to a sort of agreement at the National 
Synod of Prance held at Toucy, near Toul, in October, 860, in 
presence of the Emperor, Charles the Bald, King Lothaire II., 
and Charles of Provence, and the bishops of fourteen ecclesiasti- 
cal provinces. 1 Hincmar was the leading man, and composed 
the synodical letter. He still maintained his four propositions, 
but cleared himself of the suspicion of Semi-Pelagianism. The 
first part of the synodical letter, addressed to all the faithful, 
gives a summary of Christian doctrine, and asserts that nothing 
can happen in heaven and earth without the will or permission 
of God ; that he would have all men to be saved and none lost; 
that he did not deprive man after the fall of free will, but heals 
and supports it by grace; that Christ died on the cross for all 
men ; that in the end all the predestinated who are now scat- 
tered in the massa perditionis, will be gathered into the fulness 
of the eternal church in heaven. 

Here ended the controversy. It was a defeat of predestina-’ 
rianism in its rigorous form and a substantial victory of Semi- 
Augustinianism, which is almost identical with Semi-Pelagian- 
ism, except that it gives greater prominence to divine grace. 

Practically, even this difference disappeared. The mediaeval 
church needed the doctrine of free will and of universal call, as 
a basis for maintaining the moral responsibility, the guilt and 
merit of man, and as a support to the sacerdotal and sacramental 
mediation of salvation; while the strict predestinarian system, 
which unalterably determines the eternal fate of every soul by 
a pre-temporal or ante-mundane decree, seemed in its logical 
consequences to neutralize the appeal to the conscience of the 
sinner, to cut off the powerful inducement of merit and reward, 


* Mansi, XV. 563; Hefele, IV. 215 sqq. 
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to limit the efficacy of the sacraments to the elect, and to weaken 
the hierarchy of the Catholic Church. 

But while churchly and sacerdotal Sem i- Augustin ianism or 
covert Semi-Pelagianism triumphed in France, where Hinc- 
mar had the last word in the controversy, it was not ceeume- 
nieally sanctioned. Pope Nicolas, who was dissatisfied with 
Hincmar on hierarchical grounds, had some sympathy with 
Gottschalk, and is reported to have approved the A ugustinian 
canons of the Synods of Valence and Langres in regard to a 
“two-fold predestination” and the limitation of the atonement . 1 * 

Thus the door was left open within the Catholic church itself 
for a revival of strict Augustinianism, and this took place on a 
grand scale in the sixteenth century. 

NOTES. 

The Gottschalk controversy was first made the subject of historical 
investigation and critical discussion in the seventeenth century, but was 
disturbed by the doctrinal antagonism between Jansenists (Jansen, 
Mauguin) and Jesuits (Sirmond, Cellot). The Calvinistic historians 
(Ussher, Hottinger) sided with Gottschalk and the Jansenists. The 
controversy has been more calmly and impartially considered by the Pro- 
testant historians of the nineteenth century, but with a slight difference 
as to the limits and the result of the controversy; some representing it 
merely as a conflict between a stricter and a milder type of Augustin- 
ianism (Neander, Kurtz), others as a conflict between Augustinianism 

1 The decree of the pope is lost; but the fact rests on the authority of the 
well-informed Prudentius of Troyes in the Annales JBertmiani ad ann. 859 

(Pertz, Mon. Germ., I. 453 sq.): “Nicolas, pontifex Bomanus, de gratia Dei et 
libero arbitrio, de veritate gemim pradesUmtimis et sanguine Ckristi, ut pro 
cbeden'tibtts omnibus fusus sit, fidditer confirmed et catholice decemit ” Hincmar 
doubted such a decision, and charged Prudentius with partiality (Bp. 24 ad- 
dressed to Egilo, Bishop of Sens). The Jesuits labored hard to set it aside 

against the Jansenists and Calvinists, but without good reason. Weizsacker 
(p. 574), Hardwick (p. 165), and Moller (in Herzog 3 V. 327) accept the state- 
ment of Prudentius, and Weizsacker says : “ Haite in Gcdlien die Hqftheohgie 
des Konigs den Smipdagianimus (f) durchgebracht, so hat dock der Papst fur 
Augustin entschieden . . . . Die Kirchmgesehichte darf gem unbedenklich in ihre 
Blatter diese Enischeidmg des romischen Stuhls gegen den Semipelagianismus des 
neunten Jahrhunderts aufnehmen, die man seif Mauguin niemals hdtte bezweifdn 
soUen '* Neander and Gieseler are silent on this point. 
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and a revived and triumphant Semi-Pelagianism (Baur, Weizsacker), 
The former view is more correct. Semi-Pelagianism was condemned by 
the Synod of Orange (Arausio), 529; again by the Synod of Valence in 
the same year, and by Pope Boniface II., 530, and has ever since figured 
in the Roman catalogue of heresies. The Catholic Church cannot sanc- 
tion what she has once condemned. 

Both parties in the contest of the ninth century (leaving the isolated 
Scotus Erigena out of view) appealed to Augustin as the highest patristic 
authority in the Latin church. Both agreed in the Augustinian anthro- 
pology and soteriology, i- e. in the doctrine of a universal fall in Adam, 
and a partial redemption through Christ; both maintained that some 
men are saved by free grace, that others are lost by their own guilt; 
and both confined the possibility of salvation to the present life and to 
the limits of the visible church (which leads logically to the horrible 
and incredible conclusion that the overwhelming majority of the human 
race, including all unbaptized infants, are eternally lost). But the Au- 
gustinian party went back to absolute predestination, as the ultima ratio 
of God's difference of dealing with the saved and the lost, or the elect 
and the reprobate; while the Semi- Augustinian party sought the differ- 
ence rather in the merits or demerits of men, and maintained along-side 
with a conditional predestination the universal benevolence of God and 
the universal offer of saving grace (which, however, is merely assumed, 
and not at all apparent in this present life). The Augustinian scheme 
is more theological and logical, the Semi-Augustinian more churchly 
and practical. Absolute predestinarianism starts from the almighty 
power of God, but is checked by the moral sense and kept within the 
limits of infralapsarianism, which exempts the holy God from any agency 
in the fall of the race, and fastens the guilt of sin upon man. Relative 
predestinarianism emphasizes the responsibility and salvability of all 
men, but recognizes also their perfect dependence upon divine grace for 
actual salvation. The solution of the problem must be found in the 
central idea of the holy love of God, which is the key-note of all his 
attributes and works. 

The practical difference between the catholic Semi-Augustinianism 
and the heterodox Semi-Pelagianism is, as already remarked, very small. 
They are twin-sisters; they virtually ignore predestination, and lay the 
main stress on the efficacy of the sacramental system of the historical 
church, as the necessary agency for regeneration and salvation. 

The Lutheran system, as developed in the Formula of Concord, is the 
evangelical counterpart of the Catholic Semi-Augustinianism. It re- 
tains also its sacramental feature (baptismal regeneration and the eucha- 
ristic presence), but cuts the root of human merit by the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone. 

Calvinism is a revival of Augustinianism, but without its sacramental 
and sacerdotal checks. 
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Arminiauism, as developed in the Reformed church of Holland and 
among the Wesleyan Methodists, and held extensively in the Church of 
England, is an evangelical counterpart of Semi-Pelagianism, and differs 
from Lutheranism by teaching a conditional election and freedom of the 
will sufficient to accept as well as to reject the universal offer of saving 
grace. 

§ 123. The Doctrine of Seotus Erigena* 

A complete ed. of the works of Seotus Erigena by H. J. Floss, 1853, in 
Migne’s “P. L.,” Tom. 122. The book De JPradestinatione in col. 
355-440. Comp, the monographs on S. E. by Hjort (1823), Stau- 
denmater (1834), Taillandier (1843), Chexstlxeb (1860, and 
his art in Herzog 2 XIII. 788 sqq.), Hermes'S (1861), Huber (1861) ; 
the respective sections in Schrockh, Neander, Baur (on the 
Trinity), Dorner (on Christology) ; and in the Histories of Philo- 
sophy by Ritter, Erdmann, and Ueberweg. Also Reuter: 
Gesch. der relig. Aufklarung im Mittdatter (1875), I. 51-64 (a discus- 
sion of Erigena’s views on the relation of authority and reason). 

At the request of Hincmar, who was very anxious to secure 
learned aid, but mistook his man, John Scotus Ekighena wrote 
a book on Predestination (in 850), and dedicated it to Hincmar 
and his friend Pardulus, Bishop of Laon. This most remarka- 
ble of Scotch-Irishmen was a profound scholar and philosopher, 
but so far ahead of his age as to be a wonder and an enigma. He 
shone and disappeared like a brilliant meteor. We do not know 
whether he was murdered by his - pupils in Malmshury (if he ever 
was called to England), or died a natural death in France (which 
is more likely). He escaped the usual fate of heretics by the 
transcendental character of his speculations and by tike protec- 
tion of Charles the Bald, with whom he was on such familiar 
terms that he could answer his saucy question at the dinner- 
table: “What is the difference between a Scot and a sot?” with 
the quick-witted reply: “The table, your Majesty.” His sys- 
tem of thought was an anachronism, and too remote from the 
spirit of his times to he properly understood and appreciated. 
He was a Christian Neo-Platonist, a forerunner of Scholasticism 
and Mysticism and in some respects of Spinoza, Schleiermacher, 
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anrl Hegel. "With him church authority resolves itself into 
reason, theology into philosophy, and true philosophy is identi- 
cal with true religion. Philosophy is, so to say, religion un- 
veiled and raised from the cloudy region of popular belief to 
the clear ether of pure thought . 1 

From this alpine region of speculation he viewed the problem 
of predestination and free will. He paid due attention to the 
Scriptures and the fathers. He often quotes St. Augustin, and 
calls him, notwithstanding his dissent, “the most acute in- 
quirer and asserter of truth .” 2 But where church authority 
contradicts reason, its language must be understood figura- 
tively, and, if necessary, in the opposite sense . 3 He charges 
Gottschalk with the heresy of denying both divine grace and 
human freedom, since he derived alike the crimes which lead to 
damnation, and the virtues which lead to eternal life, from 
a necessary and compulsory predestination. Strictly speaking, 
there is in God neither before nor after, neither past nor fu- 
ture ; 4 and hence neither /ore-knowledge nor /ore-ordination, 
except in an anthropopathic sense. He rejects a double predesti- 
nation, because it would carry a contradiction into God. There 
is only one predestination, the predestination of the righteous, and 
this is identical with foreknowledge . 5 For in God knowledge 

1 So it was with Hegel. His pious widow told me that her husband often 
politely declined her request to accompany her to church, with the remark : 
“Mein liebes Kind, das Denken ist a uch Gottesdiemt.” 

1 De Freed., cap. 15, col. 413* “ amtissimus veritatis et inquisitor et assertor ” 

8 /car’ avrtypacnv, e contrario. 

4 De Freed, cap. 9 (in Migne, col. 392): “In Deo sicut nuMa loeorum spada 
sunt , ita nulla temporum intervatta.” A profound thought, not fully considered 
by either party in the strife. 

5 He thus sums up his discussion at the close (Migne, col. 438) : “ Cum om- 
nibus orthodoxis fidelibus anathematizo eos, qui dicunt , dms preedestinationes me, 
aut unam gemimm , bipartitam, aut duplam . Si enim dim sunt, non est una divina 
substantia. Si gemina, non est individm. Si bipartita, non est simplex, sed pairtir 
bos composita Si dupla est, complicata est. Quod si prohibemur dimnam unitatem 
dime triplam, qua demntw audet heeretiem earn asserere duplam f Tali igitur 
monstroso, venenoso , mortifero dogmate a eordibus nostris radidtus exploso, credamus , 
unam (ztemam prcedestineUionem Dei Domini esse, et non nisi in his, quee sunt, ad 
ea vero, qua! non sunt, nuUo modo pertinere.'* 
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and will are inseparable, and constitute bis very being. The 
distinction arises from the limitation of the human mind and 
from ignorance of Greek; for izpoopdw means both prcevideo 
and prcedestino. There is no such thing as predestination to sin 
and punishment; for sin is nothing real at all, but simply a 
negation, an abuse of free will ; 1 and punishment is simply the 
inner displeasure of the sinner at the failure of his bad aims. 
If several fathers call sinners prcedestinaM, they mean the re- 
verse, as Christ called Judas amice instead of inimice, and as 
lucus is called a non lucmdo. Sin lies outside of God, and does 
not exist for him at all; he does not even foreknow it, much less 
foreordain it ; for knowing and being are identical with him . 2 
But God has ordered that sin punishes itself; he has established 
immutable laws, which the sinner cannot escape. Free will is 
the very essence of man, and was not lost by the fall ; only the 
power and energy of will are impaired. But Erigena vindicates 
to man freedom in the same sense in which he vindicates it to 
God, and identifies it with moral necessity. His pantheistic 
principles lead him logically to universal restoration.* 

This appears more clearly from his remarkable work, He 
Divisione Naturae, where he develops his system. The leading 
idea is the initial and final harmony of God and the universe, 


1 Negatio, privatio, defectus justitice, absentia boni, corruptio boni. On the other 
hand, Scotus seems to regard Rin as a necessary limitation of the creature. But 
this idea is inconsistent with the freedom of will, and runs into necessitarian- 
ism and pantheism. As sin is the defect of justice, so death is simply the de- 
fect of life, and pain the defect of bliss. See cap. 15' (col. 416). 

2 God knows only what is, and sin has no real existence. “JSicut Dew maU 
auctor non est ita nee prcesdus mail , nee prcedestinans est” Cap. 10 (col. 395). 
"Ratio pronunciare non dnhifaf, peccata eorumque mpplicria nihil esse, ae per hoe 
nee prwciri nee prcedestinari po^se; gurnodo enim vel proesciuntur , vd prcedesti 
nanlnr, quce von sunt?” Cap. 15. The same thought occurs in his work, De 
Dims . Nat . FTe refers to such passages of the Scriptures where it is said of 
God that he does not know the wicked. 

s The predestination theory of Scotus has some points of resemblance with 
that of Schleiermacher, who defended the Calvinistic particularism, but only 
as a preparatory stage to universal election and restoration. 
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as nnfaMing itself under four aspects : 1) Naiwra ereatrix non 
ereata, i. e. God as the creative and uncreated beginning of all 
that exists; 2) Natura ereatrix ereata, i. e. the ideal world or 
the divine prototypes of all things; 3) Natura ereata non cream , 
i. e. the created, but uncreative world of time and sense, as the 
reflex and actualiza tion of the ideal world; 4) Natura nee ere- 
ata nee cream , i. e. God as the end of all creation, which, after 
the defeat of all opposition, must return to him in an dnoxazd- 
azaau ; raw ndvreov. “The first and the last form,” he says, 
“are one, and can be understood only of God, who is the begin- 
ning and the end of all things.” 

The tendency of this speculative and mystical pantheism of 
Erigena was checked by the practical influence of the Christian 
theism which entered into his education and personal experience, 
so that we may say with a historian who is always just and 
charitable: “We are unwilling to doubt, that he poured out 
many a devout and earnest prayer to a redeeming God for his 
inward illumination, and that he diligently sought for it in the 
sacred Scripture, though his conceptual apprehension of the 
divine Being seems to exclude such a relation of man to God, as 
prayer presupposes.” 1 

Hincmar had reason to disown such a dangerous champion, and 
complained of the Scotch “porridge.” 2 John Scotus was vio- 
lently assailed by Archbishop Wenilo of Sens, who denounced 
nineteen propositions of his book (which consists of nineteen 
chapters) as heretical, and by Bishop Prudcntius, who increased 
the number to seventy-seven. He was charged with Pelagian- 

1 Neander, III. 462. The same may be said still more confidently of 
Schleiermacher, who leaned with his head to pantheism, bnt lovingly clung 
with his heart to Christ as his Lord and Saviour. He keenly felt the specu- 
lative difficulty of confining the absolute being to the limitations of personality 
(“omnis definilio est negatio”), and yet sincerely prayed to a personal God. We 
cannot pray to an abstraction, hut only to a personal being that is able to hear 
and to answer. Nor is personality necessarily a limitation. There may be 
an absolute personality as well as an absolute intelligence and an absolute will. 

* “Pultes Scotonm 
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ism and Origenism, and censured for substituting philosophy 
for theology, and sophistical subtleties for sound arguments 
from Scripture and tradition. Remigius thought him insane. 
Florus Magister likewise wrote against him, and rejected as 
blasphemous the doctrine that sin and evil were nonentities, 
and therefore could not be the subjects of divine foreknowledge 
and foreordination. The Synod of Valence (855) rejected his 
nineteen syllogisms as absurdities, and his whole book as a 
“ commentum diaboli potius quarn argummtum fidei” His most 
important work, which gives his whole system, was also con- 
demned by a provincial Synod of Sens, and afterwards by Pope 
Honorius III. in 1225, who characterized it as a book “teeming 
with the vermin of heretical depravity,” and ordered all copies 
to be burned. But, fortunately, a few copies survived for the 
study of later ages. 

§ 124. The Eucharistic Controversies. Literature. 

The general Lit. on the history of the doctrine of the Eucharist, see in 
vol. L, g 55, p. 472, and II. 241. 

Add the following Roman Catholic works on the general subject: Card. 
Jo. PE Lugo (d. 1660) : Tractates de venerabili Eucharistice Sacra- 
mento, in Migne’s “ Cursus Theol. Completus XXIII. Card. Wise- 
man : Lectures on the Real Presence . Lond., 1836 and 1842. Oswald : 
Lie dogmat Lehre von den licit Sacramenten der katholischen Kirche. 
Munster, 3rd ed., 1870, vol. I. 375-427. 

On the Protestant side : T. K. Meier : Versuch einer Qesch . der Tmnsmb - 
stantiationslehre . Heilbronn, 1832. Ebrard: Las Logma v. heil , 
Abendmahl und seine Qesch . Frank! a. M., 1845 and *46, 2 vols. 
Steitz: Arts, on Radbert, Rairamnus , and Transubstantiation in 
Herzog. Schaff : Transubstantiation in “ Bel. Encycl.” III. 2385. 
Special Lit. on the eucharistic controversies in the ninth and eleventh 
centuries. 

I. Controversy between Ratramnus and Paschasius Radbertus. 

(1) Pasohasius Radbertus: Liber de Corpore et Sanguine Domini, de- 
dicated to Marinus, abbot of New Corbie, 831, second ed., 844, pre- 
sented to Charles the Bald ; first genuine ed, by Nic. Mameranus, Colon. 
1550 ; best ed, by Martene and Durand in “ Veter. Script, et Monum. 
amplissima Collection IX. 867. — Comm, in Matth. (26 : 26) ; Epistola 
ad Phtdegardum, and treatise De Partu Virginia. See S. Pasch, 
Radb. : Opera omnia in Tom. 120 ofMigne’s “Patrol. Lat,” Par. 1852. 
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Haimo: Tract de Corp. et Sang . Dom. (a fragment of a Com. on 1 Cor.), 
in D’Aehery, “Spicil ” 1/42, and in Migne, “P. L.,” Tom. 118, col. 
815-817. Hincmar: Ep. ad Carol . Calv. de cavendis vitiis et virtu - 
tibus exercendis, c. 9. In Migne, T. 125, col. 915 sqq. 

(2) Ratramnus : De Corpore et Sanguine Domini liber ad Carolum Cal- 
vum Reg . Colon., 1532 (under the name of Bertram), often publ. 
by Reformed divines in the original and in translations (from 1532 
to 1717 at Zurich, Geneva, London, Oxford, Amsterdam), and by Jac. 
Boileau, Par., 1712, with a vindication of the catholic orthodoxy of 
Ratramnus. See Ratramni Opera in Migne, “P. L.,” Tom. 121, 
col. 10-346. 

Raranus Maurus : Poenitentiale , cap. 33. Migne, “P. L.” Tom. 110, 
col. 492, 493. Walafrid Strabo : De Rebus Eccles c. 16, 17. See 
extracts in Gieseler, II. 80-82. 

(3) Discussions of historians : Natalis Alexander, H. Bed. IX. and 
X., Dissert. X. and XIII. Neander, IV. 458-475, Germ, ed., or 
III. 495-501, Engl, transl., Bost. ed. Gieseler, II. 79-84, N. Y. 
ed. Battr: Vorlesungen uber Dogmengesch . II. 161-175. 

II. Controversy between Berengar and Lanfranc. 

(1) Lanfrancus : De Eucharistiae Sacramento contra Berengarium lib., 
Basil., 1528, often publ., also in “Bibl. PP. Lugd.,” XVIII. 763, 
and in Migne, “Patrol. Lat.,” Tom. 150 (1854), col. 407-442. 

(2) Berengarius : De Sacra Ccena adv. Lanfrancum liber posterior , first 
publ. by A. F. & F. Th. Vischer. Berol., 1834 (from the MS. in Wol- 
fenbiittel, now in Gottingen. Comp. Lessing: Berengarius Turon . 
oder Ankundigung ernes uichtigen Werkes desselben. Braunschweig, 
1770). H. Sudendorf: Berengarius Turonensis oder eine Sammlung 
ihn betreffender Brief e. Hamburg and Gotha, 1850. Contains twen- 
ty-two new documents, and a full list of the older sources. 

(3) Neander: III. 502-530 (E. Tr. Bost. ed. ; or IV. 47C-534 Germ. ed.). 
Gieseler: II. 163-173 (E. Tr. N. York ed.). Batjr: II. 175-198. 
Hardwick: Middle Age , 169-173 (third ed. by Stubbs). Milman: 
III. 258 sqq. Robertson: II. 609 sqq. (small ed., IV. 351-367). 
Jacobi: Berengar , in Herzog 2 II. 305-311. Reuter: Oesch. der 
relig. Aufklarung im Mittelalter (1875), 1. 91 sqq. Hefele: IV. 740 
sqq. (ed. 1879). 

§ 125. The Two Theories of the Lord’s Supper. 

The doctrine of the Lord's Supper became the subject of two 
controversies in the Western church, especially in France. 

The first took place in the middle of the ninth century between 
Paschasius Radbertus and Ratramnus, the other in the middle 
of the eleventh century between Berengar and Lanfranc. In 
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the second, Pope Hildebrand was implicated, as mediator be- 
tween Berengar and the orthodox party. 

In both cases the conflict was between a materialistic and a 
spiritualistic conception of the sacrament and its effect. The 
one was based on a literal, the other on a figurative interpreta- 
tion of the words of institution, and of the mysterious discourse 
in the sixth chapter of St. John. The contending parties agreed 
in the belief that Christ is present in the eucharist as the bread 
of life to believers; but they differed widely in their conception 
of the mode of that presence : the one held that Christ was lite- 
rally and corporeally present and communicated to all commu- 
nicants through the mouth ; the other, that he was spiritually 
present and spiritually communicated to believers through faith. 
The transubstantiationists (if we may coin this term) believed 
that the eueharistic body of Christ was identical with his histo- 
rical body, and was miraculously created by the priestly conse- 
cration of the elements in every sacrifice of the mass; their 
opponents denied this identity, and regarded the eueharistic 
body as a symbolical exhibition of his real body once sacrificed 
on the cross and now glorified in heaven, yet present to the 
believer with its life-giving virtue and saving power. 

We find both these views among the ancient fathers. The 
realistic and mystical view fell in more easily with the excessive 
supernaturalism and superstitious piety of the middle age, and 
triumphed at last both in the Greek and Latin churches; for 
there is no material difference between them on this dogma . 1 
The spiritual theory was backed by the all-powerful authority 
of St. Augustin in the West, and ably advocated by Ratramnus 
and Berengar, but had to give way to the prevailing belief in 
transubstantiation until, in the sixteenth century, the controversy 
was revived by the Reformers, and resulted in the establish- 

1 The Greek fathers do not, indeed, define the real presence as transtibtUm- 
tiatio or fierowjiwyis, but Cyril of Jerusalem, Chrysostom, and John of Damascus 
use similar terms which imply a miraculous change of the elements. 
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ment of three theories : 1) the Roman Catholic dogma of tran- 
substantiation, re-asserted by the Council of Trent; 2) the Lu- 
theran theory of the real presence in the elements, retaining 
their substance; 1 and 3) the Reformed (Calvinistic) theory 
of a spiritual real or dynamic presence for believers. In 
the Roman church (and herein the Greek church fully agrees 
with her), the doctrine of transubstantiation is closely connected 
with the doctrine of the sacrifice of the mass, which forms the 
centre of worship. 

It is humiliating to reflect that tho commemorative feast of 
Christs dying love, which should be the closest bond of union 
between believers, innocently gave rise to the most violent con- 
troversies. But the same was the case with the still more im- 
portant doctrine of Christs Person. Fortunately, the spiritual 
benefit of the sacrament does not depend upon any particular 
human theory of the mode of Christs presence, who is ever 
ready to bless all who love him. 

§ 126. The Theory of Paschasius Radbertus . 

Paschasius Radberttjs (from 800 to about 865), a learned, 
devout and superstitious monk, and afterwards abbot of Corbie 
or Corvey in France, 2 is the first who clearly taught the doctrine 
of transubstantiation as then believed by many, and afterwards 
adopted by the Roman Catholic church. He wrote a book “on 

1 The Lutheran theory, as formulated by the Formula of Concord, is usually 
and conveniently styled consubstantiation , in distinction from transubstantiation ; 
but Lutheran divines disown the term, because they confine the real presence 
to the time and act of the sacramental fruition, and hence reject the adoration 
of the consecrated elements. 

* Corbie, Corvey, Corbeia (also called Corbeia aurea or veto), was a famous 
Benedictine Convent in the diocese of Amiens, founded by King Clotar and 
his mother Bathilde in 664, in honor of Peter and Paul and the Protomartyr 
Stephen. It boasted of many distinguished men, as St. Ansgarius (the Apostle 
of the Banes), Radbert, Eatramnus, Druthmar. New Corbie (Nova Corbeia) 
was a colony of the former, founded in 822, near Hoxter on the Weser in 
Germany, and became the centre for the Christianization of the Saxons. See 
Gallia Christiana, X.; Wiegand, Cksch. v. Corvey, Hdxter, 1819; Klippel, (hr* 
vey t in Herzog* DDL 365-370, 
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the Body and Blood of the Lord,” composed for his disciple 
Placidus of New Corbie in the year 831, and afterwards re- 
edited it in a more popular form, and dedicated it to the Empe- 
ror Charles the Bald, as a Christmas gift (844). He did not 
employ the term travmibstantiation, which came not into use till 
two centuries later; but he taught the thing, namely, that “the 
substance of bread and wine is effectually changed (effimeiter 
Menus commutatur) into the flesh and blood of Christ,” so that 
after the priestly consecration there is “nothing else in the 
eucharist but the flesh and blood of Christ,” although “the. figure 
of bread and wine remain” to the senses of sight, touch, and 
taste. The change is brought about by a miracle of the Holy 
Spirit, who created the body of Christ in the womb of the Vir- 
gin without cohabitation, and who by the same almighty power 
creates from day to day, wherever the mass is celebrated, the 
same body and blood out of the substance of bread and wine. 
He emphasizes the identity of the eucharistic body with the 
body which was born of the Virgin, suffered on the cross, rose 
from the dead, and ascended to heaven ; yet on the other hand 
he represents the sacramental eating and drinking as a spiritual 
process by faith. 1 He therefore combines the sensuous and 
spiritual conceptions. 2 He assumes that the soul of the believer 

1 He denies the grossly Capernaitie conception (*' Christum vorari fas dentibu* 
non est ”) and the conversion of the body and blood of Christ into our flesh and 
blood. He confines the spiritual fruition to believers (“wfe eucharistice cibus 
non nisi JUiorum Dei est v ). The unworthy communicants, whom he compares 
to Judas, receive the sacramental “ mystery” to their judgment, but not the 
“virtue of the mystery” to their benefit. He seems not to have clearly seen 
that his premises lead to the inevitable conclusion that all communicants alike 
receive the same substance of the body and blood of Christ, though with oppo- 
site effects. But Dr. Ebrard is certainly wrong when he claims Badbert rather 
for the Augustinian view, and denies that he was the author of the theory of 
transubstantiation. See his Dogma v. heil. Abendmahl 1. 406, and his ChrisiL 
Kirehenr und Dognmgesch. II. 27 and 33, 

* See Steitz on Badbert, and also Beuter (1. 43), who says : u J Die Badbertische 
Doctrm war das synbetMsche OebUde, in wdchem die spirilmtistische Lehrt Au- 
gustin 9 * mil der uraUen Anschmmg von der realm Qegmuaxi des Leibes twi d des 
Blutes Ckristi , a her in Analogic mil dm rdigiosm MaUrudimus der Periode 
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communes with Christ, and that his body receives an imperish- 
able principle of life which culminates at last in the resurrection. 
He thus understood, like several of the ancient fathers, the 
words of our Saviour: “He that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last 
day” (John 6: 54). 

He supports his doctrine by the words of institution in their 
literal sense, and by the sixth chapter of John. lie appealed 
also to marvellous stories of the visible appearances of the body 
and blood of Christ for the removal of doubts or the satisfaction 
of the pious desire of saints. The bread on tlie altar, he reports, 
was often seen in the shape of a lamb or a little child, and when 
the priest stretched out his hand to break the bread, an angel 
descended from heaven with a knife, slaughtered the lamb or 
the child, and let his blood run into a cup ! 1 

Such stories were readily believed by the people, and helped 
to strengthen the doctrine of transubstantiation ; as the stories 
of the appearances of departed souls from purgatory confirmed 
the belief in purgatory. 

The book of Radbert created a great sensation in the West, 
which was not yet prepared to accept the doctrine of transub- 
stantiation without a vigorous struggle. Radbert himself ad- 
mits that some of his contemporaries believed only in a spiritual 
communion of the soul with Christ, and substituted the mere 
virtue of his body and blood for the real body and blood, i. e., 
as he thinks, the figure for the verity, the shadow for the sub- 
stance. 2 

combinirt vrnrde; die gegnerische Theorie der Protest gegen das Becht dieser Com- 
bination. 11 

1 See several such examples in ch. 14 ( Opera, ed. Migne, col. 1316 aqq.). 

* He clearly contrasts the two theories, probably with reference to Ratram- 
nus, in his comments on the words of institution, Matt. 26: 26 {Effpos* in Matt., 
ed. Migne, col. 890 sq.) . “ N*que Hague dixit cm fregit et dedit eis panem , 4 hoe 
est, ml m hoc mysterio est virtue vel figure corporis mei 1 sed ait non fide, 4 Hoc est 
corpus meum.' Ubi Lucas addidit , * Quod pro vobis tradetur / vel sicut alii codices 
habent, 4 datur .* Sed et Joannes ex persona Domini , 4 Panis? inquit , * quern ego 
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His opponents appealed chiefly to St. Augustin, who made a 
distinction between the historical and the eueharistic body of 
Christ, and between a false material and a true spiritual fruition 
of his body and blood. In a letter to the monk Frudegard, 
who quoted several passages of Augustin, Radbert tried to ex- 
plain them in his sense. For no divine of the Latin church 
dared openly to contradict the authority of the great African 
teacher. 


§ 127 . The Theory of Batramnus. 

The chief opponent of transubstantiation was Ratramntjs , 1 a 
contemporary monk at Corbie, and a man of considerable lite- 
rary reputation. He was the first to give the symbolical theory 
a scientific expression. At the request of Ring Charles the 
Bald he wrote a eueharistic tract against Radbert, his superior, 
but did not name him . 2 He answered two questions, whether 
the consecrated elements are called body and blood of Christ 

dabo earo mea eat, non alia quam, pro mundi mta’ (Joan. VI. 52). Ac demde, 
* Qui manducat meam camera, et bibit sanguinem meum , in me manet et ego m illo 1 
(ver. 57). Unde miror quid velmt uno quidam dicere , non m re esse ventatem carnis 
Chnsti vel sanguinis ; sed in sacramento virtutem carnis et non carnem • vzrtutem 
sanguinis et non sanguinem; figuram et non ventatem, umbram et non corpus , cum 
hie species accipit ventatem et figuram , veterum hostiarum corpus. Unde ventas cum 
porngeret disdpulis panem, ‘ Hoc est corpus meum, 9 et non aliud quam, * quod pro 
vobis tradetur;’ et cum calicem, 1 Hie est calix Novi Testamenti , qui pro multis effun - 
detur in remissionem peccatorum.' Necdum itaque erat fusus, et tamen ipse porrigetur 
in calice sanguis , qui fundendus erat . Brat quidrn jam in calice, qui adhuc tamen 
fundendus erat m pretium; et ideo ipse idemque sanguis jam erat in calice . qui et in 
corpore sicut et corpus vel caro in pane. Brat awJLem integer Qkristus et corpus 
Ohristi coram oculis omnium positum; necnon et sanguis in corpore , sicut et adhuc 
kodie integerrimum est et manet, qui vere dabatur eis ad comedendum , et ad bidendum , 
in remissionem peccatorum, quam in Christo.” 

1 In the middle ages and during the Reformation he was known by a writing 
error under the name of Bertram. 

9 He Corpore et Sanguine Domini, in Migne 121, col. 103-170, to which is 
added the Dissertation of Boileau, 171-222. The tract of Ratramnus, together 
with Bullinger’s tract on the same subject and the personal influence of Rid- 
ley, Peter Martyr, and Bucer, produced a change in Archbishop Cranmer, who 
was successively a believer in transubstantiation, consubstantiation, and a sym- 
bolic presence. See Schaflf, Creeds of Christendom, L 601. 
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after a sacramental manner (in mysteTw) } or in. the literal sense; 
and whether the eucharistic body is identical with the historical 
body which died and rose again. He denied this identity which 
Badbert had strongly asserted; and herein lies the gist of the 
difference. He concluded that the elements remain in reality as 
well as for the sensual perception what they were before the 
consecration, and that they are the body and blood of Christ 
only in a spiritual sense to the faith of believers. 1 He calls 
the consecrated bread and wine figures and pledges of the body 
and blood of Christ. They are visible tokens of the Lord’s 
death, that, remembering his passion, we may become partakers 
of its effect. He appealed to the discourse in the sixth chapter 
of John, as well as Kadbert; but, like Augustin, his chief autho- 
rity, he found the key to the whole chapter in verse 63, which 
points from the letter to the spirit and from the carnal to the 
spiritual understanding. 2 The souls of believers are nourished 
in the communion by the Word of God (the Logos), which 
dwells in the natural body of Christ, and which dwells after an 
invisible manner in the sacrament. Unbelievers cannot receive 
Christ, as they lack the spiritual organ. He refers to the ana- 
logy of baptism, which is justly called a fount of life. Viewed 
by the senses, it is simply a fluid element; but by the consecra- 
tion of the priest the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit is 
added to it, so that what properly is corruptible water becomes 
figuratively or in mystery a healing virtue. 3 

1 Cap. 88 (col. 164) : “ Quapropter corpus et sanguis, quod in eedesia geritur, 
(Effort ab illo carport et sanguine, quod in Ohristi carport per resurrectionem jam 
glorifieatum cognoscitur. Et hoc corpus pignus est et .•pedes, i Hud vero ipsa veritas.” 
— “ Videmus Hague multa differentia srparari mysterium sanguinis et corporis Ohristi, 
quod nunc afidehBus sumitur in eedesia, et iUud, quod natum est de Maria Vtrgtne, 
quod possum, quod sepultum, quod rerun-exit, quod ad ccelos ascendit, quod ad dex- 
teram Patris redd." Cap. 89, coL 165. 

1 Cap. 78-83 (coL 160-162). 

* Cap. 17 and 18 (col. 135 sq.) : “ Consideremus sacri fontem baptismatis, qui 
fans vitse non immerito nuncupatur. ... Si consideretw solummodo, quod corpareus 
opted census, dementum fluidum conspicitur. . , Sed accessit SancU Spiritusper sacer - 
dotis consecrationem virtue et efficax facta est non solum corpora, verum etiam animas 
dduere. . . . Igitur in proprietate humor corruptibilis, in mysterio vero virtue tana- 
Mir.” 
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It is consistent with this view that Ratramnus regarded the 
sacrifice of the mass not as an actual (though unbloody) repe- 
tition, but only as a commemorative celebration of Christ’s 
sacrifice whereby Christians are assured of their redemption. 
When we shall behold Christ face to face, we shall no longer 
need such instruments of remembrance. 

John Scotus Erigena is also reported to have written a book 
against Radbert at the request of Charles the Bald. Hine- 
mar of Rheims mentions among his errors this, that in the sac- 
rament of the altar the true body and blood of Christ were not 
present, but only a memorial of them . 1 The report may have 
arisen from a confusion, since the tract of Ratramnus was at a 
later period ascribed to Scotus Erigena . 2 But he expresses his 
view incidentally in other writings from which it appears that 
he agreed with Ratramnus and regarded the eucharist only as a 
typical representation of a spiritual communion with Christ . 3 
In his book De Dividone Naturae, he teaches a mystic ubiquity of 
Christ’s glorified humanity or its elevation above the limitations 
of space. Neander infers from this that he held the eucharistic 
bread and wine to be simply symbols of the deified, omnipresent 
humanity of Christ which communicates itself, in a real manner, 
to believing souls . 4 At all events the hypothesis of ubiquity 
excludes a miraculous change of the elements, and gives the real 

1 Be Freed c. 31. 

2 See Laufe, XJeber die fur vedoren gehaliene Schrift dee Johannes Scotus Erigena 
von der Eucharistie, in the fi Studien und Kritiken ,, of Ullmann and Umbreit, 
1828, p. 755 sqq. Laufe denies that Erigena wrote on the Eucharist 

* In his newly discovered Expositions on the Celestial, and on the Ecclesiastical 
Hierarchy of St. Dionysius, and the fragments of a Com. on St. John. See Op. 
ed. Floss in Migne, 122 (col. 126-356) ; Christlieb, Scotus Er., p. 68-31, and in 
Herzog 2 XIH. 790 sq., and Huber, Sc. Erig p. 98 sqq. 

4 Dr. Baur is of the same opinion ( Dogmmgesch . n. 173): u Scotus Erigena 
dachte sick (Be Biv. Eat. V. 88) eine Ubiquital der vergeistigten und vergottlichten 
Eatur , die die Annahme einer speciellen Oegenwart in den Elementen dee AbendmaMs 
nicht zuUess , sondem dieselben nur als Symbols zu nehmen gestattete. Brod und 
Wem Jconnten ihm daher nur als Symbols jener Ubiquztal der verherrhehten mensch * 
lichen Eatur gelten; er hat sick aber hieruber nicht naher erklart.” 
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presence a christo-pantheistic aspect. The Lutheran divines used 
this hypothesis in a modified form (multipresence, or mulhvoli- 
presence, dependent on the will of Christ) as a dogmatic support 
for their doctrine of the real presence. 

Among the divines of the Carolingian age who held the 
Augustinian view and rejected that of Radbert, as an error, 
were Rabanus Maurus, 'Walafrid Strabo, Christian Druthmar, 
and Floras Magister. They recognized only a dynamic and 
spiritual, not a visible and corporeal presence, of the body of 
Christ, in the sacrament. 1 

On the other hand, the theory of Radbert was accepted by 
Archbishop Hinemar of Rlieims, Bishop Haimo of Halberstadt, 
and other leading ecclesiastics. It became more and more popu- 
lar during the dark post-Carolingian period. Bishop Rathe- 
rius of Verona (about 950), who, however, repelled all curious 
questions about the mode of the change, and even the learned 
and liberal-minded Gerbert (afterwards Pope Sylvester II., from 
999 to 1003), defended the miraculous transformation of the 
eucharistic elements by the priestly consecration. It is charac- 
teristic of the grossly sensuous character of the theology of the 
tenth century that the chief point of dispute was the revolting 
and indecent question whether the consecrated elements pass 
from the communicant in the ordinary way of nature. The 
opponents of transubstantiation affirmed this, the advocates 
indignantly denied it, and fastened upon the former the new 
heretical name of “ Stercorianists.” Gerbert called stercorianism a 
diabolical blasphemy, and invented the theory that the eucha- 
ristic body and blood of Christ do not pass in noxios et super- 
fiuos humores, but are preserved in the flesh for the final resur- 
rection. 2 

Radbertus was canonized, and his memory is celebrated since 

1 u Corpus Ohristi esse non m specie vistbili , sed in virtute spiritually * etc. See 
Baur, II. 166, 172, and the notes in Gieseler, II. 80 and 82. 

* De Corpore et Sanguiid Domini, edited by Pez, in “Thes. nor. Anecd.” L, 
Pars II. 138 sqq. 
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1073, on the 26tli of April in the diocese of Soissons. 1 The 
book of Ratramnus, under the supposed authorship of Scotus 
Erigena, was twice condemned in the Berengar controversy 
(1050 and 1059), and put in the Tridentine Index of prohibited 
books. 2 

NOTES. 

In connection with this subject is the subordinate controversy on the 
delicate question whether Christ, admitting his supernatural conception, 
was bom in the natural way like other children, or miraculously (clausa 
utero). This question troubled the pious curiosity of some nuns of Ve- 
sona (?), and reached the convent of Corbie. Paschasius Radbertus, 
following the lead of St. Ambrose and St. Jerome, defended the theory 
that the holy Virgin remained virgo in partu and post partum , and 
used in proof some poetic passages on the hortus conclusus and fons 
dgnatus in Cant. 4: 12, and the porta clausa Domini in Ezek. 44: 2. The 
whole incarnation is supernatural, and as the conception so the birth of 
Christ was miraculous. He was not subject to the laws of nature, and 
entered the world “ sine dolore et sine gemitu et sine ulla corruptione carnis” 
See Radbert’s tract De Partu Virginia in his Opera, ed. Migne, col. 1365- 
1386. 

Ratramnus, in his book De eo quod Christus ex Virgine natus est (in 
D’Achery, “ Spicilegium,” L, and in Migne, Tom. 121, col. 82-102), like- 
wise taught the perpetual virginity of Mary, but assumed that Christ 
came into the world in the natural way ( u naturaliter per aulam virgin - 
earn ” or “per virginalisjanuam vulvas”). The conception in utero implies 
the birth ex utero. But he does not controvert or name Radbert, and 
uses the same Scripture passages for his view, He refers also to the 
analogy of Christ’s passing through the closed doors on the day of the 
resurrection. He quotes from Augustin, Jerome, Pope Gregory, and 
Bede in support of his view. He opposes only the monstrous opinion 
that Christ broke from the womb through some unknown channel 
(“ momtruose de seer do ventris incerto tramite luminis in auras exisse , quod 
non est nasci, sed erumpi.” Cap. 1, col. 88). Such an opinion, he thinks, 
leads to the docetic heresy, and to the conclusion that “ nec vere nodus 
Christus , nec vere genuit Maria.” 

1 See the Acta Somt. Bottand . ad 26 Apr., with the Vita of Pasch. Radb. by 
Sirmond, and the Martyrol. Bened. with the Vita by Mdnard. 

* Notwithstanding this prohibition, Mabillon, Natalis Alexander, and Boilean 
have defended the catholic orthodoxy of Ratramnus, with the apologetic aim 
to wrest from the Protestants a weighty authority of the ninth century. See 
Gieseler II. 82, and J. G. Muller in Wetzer and Welte (first ed.) ViH. 170 sq. 
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§ 128. The Berengar Controversy. 

While the doctrine of a corporeal presence and participation 
of Christ in the eucharist made steady progress in the public 
opinion of Western Christendom in dose connection with the 
rising power of the priesthood, the doctrine of a spiritual pre- 
sence and participation by faith was re-asserted by way of re- 
action in the middle of the eleventh century for a short period, 
but condemned by ecclesiastical authority. This condemnation 
decided the victory of transubstantiation. 

Let us first review the external history of the controversy, 
which runs into the next period (till 1079). 

Bebengab (c. 1000-1088), a pupil of Fulbert of Chartres (d. 
1029), was canon and director of the cathedral school in Tours, 
his native city, afterwards archdeacon of Angers, and highly 
esteemed as a man of rare learning and piety before his eucha- 
ristic views became known. 1 * He was an able dialectician 
and a popular teacher. He may be ranked among the fore- 
runners of a Christian rationalism, who dared to criticize 
church authority and aimed to reconcile the claims of reason 
and faith. 3 But he had not the courage of a martyr, and twice 
recanted from fear of death. Nor did he carry out his principle. 
He seems to have been in full accord with catholic orthodoxy 
except on the point of the sacrament. He was ascetic in his 

1 During and after the eucharistic controversy he was charged with vanity, 

ambition, and using improper means, such as money and patronage, for the 
spread of his opinions. See Hefele, IV. 742. Card. Hergenrother (I. 707) 
calls Berengar oberfldehlkh, eitd, ehrgemg, verwegen and neuerungssiichtig. Arch- 
bishop Trench (Lectures on Medieval Church History, p. 189 sq.), dissenting 
from Coleridge’s charitable judgment, finds fault with Berengar’s ‘‘insolent 
tone of superiority” in addressing Lanfranc, and with a “ passionate feeble- 
ness’’ and ‘‘want of personal dignity” in his whole conduct. He thinks his 
success would have been a calamity, since it would have involved the loss of 
the truth which was concealed under the doctrine of transubstantiation. “Su- 
perstition sometimes guards the truth which it distorts, caricatures, and in 
part conceals.” Coleridge wrote a touching poem on Berengar’s recantation. 

* As an ‘‘ Aufld&rer,” Berengar is one-sidedly represented by Reuter, l. c. 
Comp, also Baur, in Iris ESrchmgeseh. des MittetaJiers, p. 66 sqq. 
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habits and shared the prevailing respect for monastic life, but 
saw dearly its danger. “ The hermit,” he says with as much 
beauty as truth, in an Exhortatory Discourse to hermits who 
had asked his advice, “ is alone in his cell, but sin loiters about 
the door with enticing words and seeks admittance. I am thy 
beloved — says she— whom thou didst court in the world. I was 
with thee at the table, slept with thee on thy conch ; without 
me, thou didst nothing. How darest thou think of forsaking 
me? I have followed thy every step ; and dost thou expect to 
hide away from me in thy cell? I was with thee in the world, 
when thou didst eat flesh and drink wine; and shall be with 
thee in the wilderness, where thou livest only on bread and 
water. Purple and silk are not the only colors seen in hell, — 
the monk's cowl is also to be found there. Thou, hermit, hast 
something of mine. The nature of the flesh, which thou wearest 
about thee, is my sister, begotten with me, brought up with me. 
So long as the flesh is flesh, so long shall I be in thy flesh. 
Dost thou subdue thy flesh by abstinence? — thou becomest 
proud ; and lo ! sin is there. Art thou overcome by the flesh, 
and dost thou yield to lust? sin is there. Perhaps thou hast 
none of the mere human sins, I mean such as proceed from 
sense ; beware then of devilish sins. Pride is a sin which be- 
longs in common to evil spirits and to hermits.” 1 

By continued biblical and patristic studies Berengar came 
between the years 1040 and 1045 to the conclusion that the 
eucharistic doctrine of Paschasius Radbertus was a vulgar 
superstition contrary to the Scriptures, to the fathers, and to 
reason. He divulged his view among his many pupils in 
France and Germany, and created a great sensation. Eusebius 
Bruno, bishop of Angers, to whose diocese he belonged, and 
Proliant, bishop of Senlis, took his part, but the majority was 
against him. Adelmann, his former fellow-student, then arch- 

1 Neander III. 504 The Discourse is published in MartSne and Durand, 
The*, noe. Aneedotorum, Tom. I. 
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deacon at Liittich (Li£ge), afterwards bishop of Bresci, remon- 
strated with him in two letters of warning (1046 and 1048). 

The controversy was fairly opened by Berengar himself in 
a letter to Lanfranc of Bee, his former fellow-student (1049). 
He respectfully, yet in a tone of intellectual superiority, perhaps 
with some feeling of jealousy of the rising fame of Bee, expressed 
his surprise that Lanfranc, as he had been informed by Ingel- 
ram of Chartres, should agree with Paschasius Radbertus and 
condemn John Scotus (confounded with Ratramnus) as heretical; 
this showed an ignorance of Scripture and involved a con- 
demnation of Ambrose (?), Jerome, and Augustin, not to speak 
of others. The letter was sent to Rome, where Lanfranc then 
sojourned, and caused, with his co-operation, the first condemna- 
tion of Berengar by a Roman Synod held under Pope Leo IX. in 
April, 1050, and attended mostly by Italian bishops. At the 
6ame time he was summoned before another Synod which was 
held at Yereelli in September of the same year; and as he did 
not appear, 1 he was condemned a second time without a hearing, 
and the book of Ratramnus on the eucharist was burned. “ If 
we are still in the figure,” asked one member indignantly 
(probably Peter Damiani), "when shall we have the thing?” 
A Synod of Paris in October, 1050 or 1051, is said to have 
confirmed this judgment and threatened Berengar and his 
friends with the severest punishment, even death; but it is 
uncertain whether such a Synod was held. 2 

After a short interval of silence, he was tried before a Synod 
of Tours in 1054 under Leo IX., 3 but escaped condemnation 

1 He was prevented by a violent act of King Henry I. of France, who com- 
mitted him to prison and seized his property. 

2 Berengar makes no mention of this Synod. Lessing, Gieseler and Baur 
(II. 178) doubt whether it was held. Neander, Sudendorf, Robertson and 
Hefele (IV. 753 sqq.) credit the report of Durandus, but correct his dates. 

* This seems to be the correct date, instead of 1055 under Victor II., accord- 
ing to Lanfrancte account. The difference involves the veracity of Berengar, 
who assigns the Synod to the pontificate of Leo IX. ; but it is safer to assume, 
with Lessing, Sudendorf (p. 45), and Hefele (IV. 778), that Lanfranc, after a 
lapse of ten or more years, had forgotten the correct date. 
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through the aid of Hildebrand who presided as papal represen- 
tative, listened calmly to his arguments and was perfectly 
satisfied with his admission that the consecrated bread and wine 
are (in a spiritual sense) the body and blood of Christ. 1 At the 
same time he was invited by Hildebrand to accompany him to 
Home for a final settlement. 

Confiding in this powerful advocate, Berengar appeared 
before a Lateran council held in 1059, under Nicolas II., 
but was bitterly disappointed. The assembled one hundred 
and thirteen bishops, whom he compares to “wild beasts,” 
would not listen to his notion of a spiritual communion, and 
insisted on a sensuous participation of the body and blood 
of Christ. The violent and bigoted Cardinal Humbert, in 
the name of the Synod, forced on him a formula of recanta- 
tion which cuts off all spiritual interpretation and teaches 
a literal mastication of Christ’s body. 2 Berengar was weak 
enough from fear of death to accept this confession on his 
knees, and to throw his books into the fire. 3 “ Human wicked- 

1 “Pawis atque rinum altaris post consecrationem sunt corpus Christi et sanguis, ” 
De S. Gena , p. 52. Berengar meant a real, though uncorporeal presence. 
He admitted a conversion of the elements in the sense of consecration, but 
without change of substance. Hildebrand was willing to leave this an open 
question. See below 

2 u Ego Berengarius, indignus diaconus . . . anathematko omnem hccresim, prce- 
cipue cam de qua hactenus infamatus sum , qwcz astruere conatur, panem et vinum 3 
quos in altari ponuntur , post consecrationem solummodo sacramentum, et non verum 
corpus et sanguinem Domini nostri I. Ch. esse 1 nec posse sensualiter in solo Sac- 
ramento [ non solum Sacramento, sed in ventate ] mambus sacerdotum tractari, vel 
fbangi, aul fidelium dentibus atteri” etc. So Lanfranc reports the creed 
in De Corp. et Sang . Horn., c. 2 (Migne, vol. 150, p. 410); comp. Berengar, De 
S. Gem, p. 68. Gieseler calls this creed <l truly Capernaitic.” Hergenro- 
ther (I. 703) admits that it sounds very hard, but may be defended by simi- 
lar language of Chrysostom. Luther expressed his faith in the real presence 
almost as strongly when he instructed Melanchthon to insist, in his conference 
with Bucer, 1534, that Christ’s body was literally eaten and torn with the 
teeth ( u gegessen und mil den Zahnen zerbissen”). See his letters to Jonas and 
Melanchthon in Brief e, ed. De Wette, Bd. IV. 569 and 572. But I doubt 
whether any Lutheran divine would endorse such language now. 

* Lanfranc charges him with downright perjury. But according to his own 
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ness,” he says, “extorted from human weakness a different 
confession , but a change of conviction can be effected only by 
the agency of Almighty God.” He would rather trust to the 
mercy of God than the charity of his enemies, and found com- 
fort in the pardon granted to Aaron and to St. Peter. 

As soon as he returned to France, he defended his real con- 
viction more boldly than ever. He spoke of Pope Leo TX. 
and Nicolas H. in language as severe as Luther used five 
centuries later. 1 Lanfranc attacked him in his book on the 
eucharist, and Berengar replied very sharply in his chief work 
on the Lord’s Supper (between 1063 and 1069.) 2 His friends 
gradually withdrew, and the wrath of his enemies grew so 
intense that he was nearly killed at a synod in Poitiers (1075 
or 1076). 

Hildebrand who in the mean time had ascended the papal 
throne as Gregory YII., summoned Berengar once more to 
Borne in 1078, hoping to give him peace, as he had done at 
Tours in 1054. He made several attempts to protect him 
against the fanaticism of his enemies. But they demanded 
absolute recantation or death. A Lateran Council in Febru- 
ary, 1079, required Berengar to sign a formula which affirmed 

report, Berengar did not sign the formula, nor was he required to do so. Be 
S. Coena, p. 25 sq.; comp. p. 59 sq. 

1 Leo is “minims leo de tritm luda •" the pope is not a pontifex, hut a pomp- 
ifex and p/dpifac, and the Bee of Rome not a sedes apostoliea, but a seeks Salance. 
De. S. Coena, p. 34, 40, 42, 71. Lanfranc, c. 16. See Meander, HI. 513, who 
refers to other testimony in Bibl. P. Lugd. XYHI. 836. 

1 De Sacra Coma adversus Lanfraneum Liber posterior (290 pages). This 
book, after having been long lost, was discovered by Lessing in the library 
of Wolfenbuttd (1770), who gave large extracts from it, and was published in 
full by A. F. and F. Th. Viseher, Berlin, 1834, with a short preface by Mean- 
der. Berengar gives here a very different version of the previous history, and 
charges Lanfranc with falsehood. He fortifies his view by quotations from 
Ambrose and Augustin, and abounds in passion, vituperation and repetition. 
The style is obscure and barbarous. The MS. is defective at the beginning 
and the dose. Lessing traced it to the eleventh or twelfth century, Staudlin 
to Berengar himself, the editors (p. 23), more correctly to a negligent copyist 
who had the original before him. Comp. Sudendorfj p. 47. 
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the conversion of substance in terms that cut off all sophistical 
escape. 1 He imprudently appealed to his private interviews with 
Gregory, but the pope could no longer protect him without 
risking his own reputation for orthodoxy, and ordered him to 
confess his error. Berengar submitted. “ Confounded by the 
sudden madness of the pope,” he says, “and because God in 
punishment for my sins did not give me a steadfast heart, I 
threw myself on the ground and confessed with impious voice 
that I had erred, fearing the pope would instantly pronounce 
against me the sentence of excommunication, and that, as a 
necessary consequence, the populace would hurry me to the 
worst of deaths.” The pope, however, remained so far true to 
him that he gave him two letters of recommendation, one to 
the bishops of Tours and Angers, and one to all the faithful, 
in which he threatened all with the anathema who should do 
him any harm in person or estate, or call him a heretic. 2 

Berengar returned to France with a desponding heart and 
gave up the hopeless contest. He was now an old man and 
spent the rest of his life in strict ascetic seclusion on the island 
of St. C6me (Cosmas) near Tours, where he died in peace 1088. 
Many believed that he did penance for his heresy, and his 
friends held an annual celebration of his memory on his grave. 
But what he really regretted was his cowardly treason to the 
truth as he held it. This is evident from the report of his trial 

1 “ Corde credo et ore confiteor, panem et vinum, quae pmunbir in altari, per mys- 
tervum sacrce orationis et verba nostri Bedemptom SUBSTANTIAUTER CONTERTI 
in veram et propriam et vivifratricem camem et sanguinem Jem Christi Domini 
nostri , et post consecrationem esse verum Christi corpus, quod natum est de Virgine, 
et quod pro salute mundi oblaium in cruce pepmdit, et quod sedet ad dexteram Pa- 
iris, et verum sanguinem Christi, qui de latere ejus effusus est, non tcmtum per sig- 
num et virintem sacramenti, sed in proprietale naturce et veritate substantia.” 
Berengar was willing to admit a conversio panis, but salva srn mbstantia, i. e. 
non amittens quod erat, sed assumens quod non eral; in other words, conversion 
without annihilation. A mere sophistry. Substantialiter can mean nothing else 
but secundum substantiam. See the Acts of the Council in Mansi, XXX. 762. 

* HAchery, Spicileg . HI 413. Mansi, XX. 621. Neander, III. 520. Sn- 
dendor£ 57* 
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at Home which he drew up after his return. 1 It concludes with 
a prayer to God for forgiveness, and to the Christian reader for 
the exercise of charity. “ Pray for me that these tears may 
procure me the compassion of the Almighty.” 

His doctrine was misrepresented by Lanfranc and the older 
historians, as denying the real presence. 2 But since the discovery 
of the sources it is admitted also by Roman Catholics that, while 
he emphatically rejected transubstantiation, he held to a spirit- 
ual real presence and participation of Christ in the eucharist. 

This explains also the conduct of Gregory VII., which is all 
the more remarkable, as he was in every other respect the most 
strenuous champion of the Roman church and the papal power. 
This great pope was more an ecclesiastic than a theologian. 
He was willing to allow a certain freedom on the mysterious 
mode of the eucharistic presence and the precise nature of the 
change in the elements, which at that time had not yet been 
authoritatively defined as a change of substance. He therefore 
protected Berengar, with diplomatic caution, as long and as 
far as he could without endangering his great reforms and in- 
curring himself the suspicion of heresy.® The latest known 
writing of Berengar is a letter on the death of Gregory (1085), 
in which he speaks of the pope with regard, expresses a convic- 
tion of his salvation, and excuses his conduct towards himself. 

Berengar was a strange compound of moral courage and phy- 
sical cowardice. Had he died a martyr, his doctrine would have 
gained strength ; but by his repeated recantations he injured his 
own cause and promoted the victory of transubstantiation. 

1 See the Acta Concilii Romani stub Gregorio papa VII. in causa Berengarii ah 
ipso Berengario conscripta cum ipsius recantatione (after Febr., 1079), printed in 
Mansi, XIX. 761, Comp. Heander, III. 521, and Sudendorf, p. 58 sqq. Beren- 
gar is reported to have repeated his creed before one of the two Synods which 
were held at Bordeaux in 1079 and 1080, but of these we have only fragmentary 
accounts. See Manai, XX. 527; Hefele, V. 142 sq.; Sudendorf, p. 196. 

2 He was treated as a heretic not only by Roman Catholics, but also by 
Luther and several Lutheran historians, including Guericke. 

3 His enemies of the parly of Henry IV. charged him with skepticism or infidelity 
onaccoantofhissympathy with Berengar. See the quotations in Gieseler, 11.172. 
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NOTES. HILDEBRAND AND BERENGAR. 

Sudendorf’s Berengarius Turonensis (1850) is, next to the discovery 
and publication of Berengar’s Be Sacra Ccena (1834), the most important 
contribution to the literature on this chapter. 1 Dr. Sudendorf does not 
enter into the eucharistic controversy, and refers to the account of Staud- 
lin and Neander as sufficient; but he gives 1) a complete chronological 
list of the Berengar literature, including all the notices by friends and 
foes (p. 7-68) ; 2) an account of Gaufried Martell, Count of Anjou, step- 
father of the then-ruling Empress Agnes of Germany, and the most 
zealous and powerful protector of Berengar (p. 69-87) ; and 3) twenty- 
two letters bearing on Berengar, with notes (p. 88-233). These letters 
were here published for the first time from manuscripts of the royal 
library at Hanover, contained in a folio volume entitled: “ Codex epkto- 
laris Imperatorum, Begum , Pontificum , EpiscoporumP They throw no 
new light on the eucharistic doctrine of Berengar; but three of them 
give us interesting information on his relation to Hildebrand. 

I. A letter of Count Gaufried of Anjou (d. 1060) to Cardinal Hilde- 
brand, written in March, 1059, shortly before the Lateran Synod (April, 
1059), which condemned Berengar (p. 128 and 215). The Count calls 
here, with surprising boldness and confidence, on the mighty Cardinal 
to protect Berengar at the approaching Synod of Rome, under the im- 
pression that he thoroughly agreed with him, and had concealed his 
real opinion at Tours. He begins thus: “To the venerable son of the 
church of the Romans, H. [ildebrand]. Count Gauf. Bear thyself not 
unworthy of so great a mother. B. [erengar] has gone to Rome accord- 
ing to thy wishes and letters of invitation. Now is the time for thee to 
act with Christian magnanimity [nunc magnanimitate Christiana tibi 
agendum est ), lest Berengar have the same experience with thee as at 
Tours [1054 J, when thou earnest to us as delegate of apostolic authority. 
He expected thy advent as ihat of an angel. Thou wast there to give 
life to souls that were dead, and to kill souls that should live. . . . Thou 
didst behave thyself like that person of whom it is written [John 19: 38] : 
‘He was himself a disciple of Jesus, but secretly from fear of the Jews.’ 
Thou resemblest him who said [Luke 23: 22] : ‘I find no cause of death 
in him/ but did not set him free because he feared Caesar. Thou hast 
even done less than Pilate, who called Jesus to him and was not ashamed 
to bear witness: I find no guilt in him. ... To thee applies the sentence 
of the gospel [Luke 9: 26] : ‘Whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of 
my words, of him shall I be ashamed before my heavenly Father.’ To 

1 1 obtained a copy by the kindness of Professor Thayer from the library of 
Harvard College, after hunting for one in vain in the libraries of New 
York, and the Niedner library in Andover (which has B.’s B. S. Coena , but not 
Sudendorf’s B. T.). 
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thee applies the word of the Lord [Luke 11 : 52] : 1 Woe unto you, for ye 
took away the key of knowledge; ye entered not in yourselves, and hin- 
dered those that were entering. 1 . . . Now the opportune time has come. 
Thou hast Berengar present with the pope. If thou again keepest silence 
on the error of those fools, it is clear that thou formerly didst not from 
good reasons wait for the proper time, but from weakness and fear didst 
not dare to defend the cause of the innocent. Should it come to this, 
which God forbid, we would be wholly disappointed in our great hope 
placed on thee; but thou wouldst commit a monstrous injustice to thy- 
self, yea even to God. By thee the Orient with all its perverseness would 
be introduced into the Occident; instead of illuminating our darkness, 
thou wouldest turn our light into darkness according to the best of thy 
ability. All those who excel in erudition and judge the case according 
to the Scriptures, bore testimony that Berengar has the right view ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. . . . That popular delusion [of transubstantia- 
tion] leads to pernicious heresy. The resurrection of the body, of which 
Paul says that the corruptible must put on the incorruptible, cannot 
stand, if we contend that the body of Christ is in a sensuous manner 
broken by the priest and torn with the teeth (senmaliter sacerdotum 
manibus frangi , dentibus atteri ). Thou boastest of thy Borne that she 
was never conquered in faith and military glory. Thou wilt put to shame 
that glory, if, at this time when God has elevated thee above all others at 
the papal see, that false doctrine, that nursery of the most certain heresy, 
by thy dissimulation and silence should raise its head. Leave not 
thine honor to others, by retiring to the corner of disgraceful silence.” 

2. A letter of Berengar to Pope Gregory VII. from the year 1077, in 
which he addresses him as 41 pater optime” and assures him of his pro- 
found reverence and love (p. 182 and 230). He thanks him for a letter 
of protection he had written to his legate, Bishop Hugo of Die (after- 
wards Archbishop of Lyons), but begs him to excuse him for not attend- 
ing a French council of his enemies, to which he had been summoned. 
He expresses the hope of a personal conference with the pope [opportu- 
nitatem vivendi prsesentiam tuam et audiendi), and concludes with the 
request to continue his patronage. “ Vel [i. e. Valeat] Chrutianitas tua, 
pater optime, longo parvitati meae tempore dignum sede apostolica patrocir 
nium impemura” The result of this correspondence is unknown. Be- 
repgaPs hope of seeing and hearing the pope was fulfilled in 1078, when 
he was summoned to the Council in Borne; but the result, as we have 
seen, was his condemnation by the Council with the pope’s consent. 

3. A letter of Berengar to Archbishop Joscelin of Bordeaux, written 
in a charitable Christian spirit after May 25, 1085, when Gregory VII. 
died (p. 196 and 231). It begins thus: “The unexpected death of our 
G. [regory] causes me no little disturbance (ft nostri me non parum 
mors mopimto [a] perturbed)” The nostri sounds rather too familiar in 
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view of Gregory's conduct in 1079, but must be understood of the per- 
sonal sympathy shown him before and after in the last commendatory 
letters. B. then goes on to express confidence in the pope’s salvation, and 
forgives him his defection, which he strangely compares with the separa- 
tion of Barnabas from Paul. u Sed, quantum mihi videor novisse hominem , 
de salute hominis cerium constat , quicquid illi prejudicent, qui secundum 
dominicam sententiam [Matt. 23: 24], culicem culantes , camelum sorbent 
In Christo lesu , inquit Apostolus [Gal. 6: 15], neque drcumcisio est aliquid, 
neque preputium, sed nova creatura , Quod ilium fuisse , quantum ilium 
noveram , de misericordia presumo divina. Discessit a Paulo Barnabas 
[Acts 15 : 39, 40], ut non cum illo secundum exteriorem commaneret homi- 
nem , nee minus tamen secundum interiorem hominem Barnabas in libro 
vitce permansit In remembrance of Gregory’s conduct in forcing him 
at the Roman Council in 1079 to swear to a formula against his convic- 
tion, he asserts that the power of the keys which Christ gave to Peter 
(Matt. 16 : 19) is limited. The binding must not be arbitrary and unjust. 
The Lord speaks through the prophet to the priests (per prophetam ad 
prelatos) : “I will curse your blessings (Mai. 2: 2: maledicam benedic- 
tionibus vestris)” From this it follows necessarily that He also blesses 
their curses (Ex quo necessarium constat , quod etiam benedicat malediction - 
i bus talium). Hence the Psalmist says (Ps. 109: 28): “Let them curse, 
but bless thou.” The blessed Augustin, in his book on the Words of 
the Lord, says: “Justice solves the bonds of injustice;” and the blessed 
Gregory [I.] says [Homil. XXVI.] : “ He forfeits the power to bind and 
to loose, who uses it not for the benefit of his subjects, but according to 
his arbitrary will (ipsa hac ligandi atque solvendi potentate se privat, qui 
hanc non pro subditorum moribus, sed pro suae voluntatis motibus exercet ).” 
Berengar thus turns the first Gregory against the seventh Gregory. 

Hildebrand’s real opinion on the eucharistic presence can only be 
inferred from his conduct during the controversy. He sincerely pro- 
tected Berengar against violence and persecution even after his final 
condemnation ; but the public opinion of the church in 1059 and again 
in 1079 expressed itself so strongly in favor of a substantial or essential 
change of the eucharistic elements, that he was forced to yield. Person- 
ally, he favored a certain freedom of opinion on the mode of the change, 
provided only the change itself was admitted, as was expressly done by Be- 
rengar. Only a few days before the Council of 1078 the pope sought the 
opinion of the Virgin Mary through an esteemed monk, and received as an 
answer that nothing more should be held or required on the real presence 
than what was found iu the Holy Scriptures, namely, that the bread 
after consecration was the true body of Christ. So Berengar reports; see 
Mansi, XIX. 766; Gieseler, II. 172; Neander, III. 519. (The charge of 
Ebrard that the pope acted hypocritically and treacherously towards B., 
is contradicted by facts). 
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The same view of a change of the elements in a manner inexplicable 
and therefore indefinable, is expressed in a fragment of a commentary on 
Matthew by a certain “ Magister Hildebrand,” published by Peter Allix 
(in Determinatio Ioannis prcedicatoris de modo existendi corp . Christi in 
Sacramento altaris , Lond., 1686). “In this fragment,” says Neander, 
III. 511, “ after an investigation of the different ways in which the con- 
versio of the bread into the body of Christ may be conceived, the conclu- 
sion is arrived at, that nothing can be decided with certainty on this 
point; that the conoersio therefore is the only essential part of the doc- 
trine, namely, that bread and wine become body and blood of Christ, 
and that with regard to the way in which that conversion takes place, 
men should not seek to inquire. This coincides with the view which 
evidently lies at the basis of the cardinal’s proceedings. But whether 
the author was this Hildebrand, must ever remain a very doubtful ques- 
tion, since it is not probable, that if a man whose life constitutes an 
epoch in history wrote a commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, it 
should have been so entirely forgotten.” Sudendorf, however (p. 186), 
ascribes the fragment to Pope Hildebrand. 

§ 129. Berengar’s Theory of the Lord's Supper . 

The chief source is Berengar’s second book against Lanfranc, already 
quoted. His first book is lost with the exception of a few fragments 
in Lan franc’s reply. 

Berengar attacked the doctrine of transubstantiation, and 
used against it nearly every argument: it is not only above 
reason, but against reason and against the testimony of the 
senses; it involves a contradiction between subject and predi- 
cate, and between substance and its qualities, which are insepa- 
rable ; it is inconsistent with the fact of Christ’s ascension and 
presence in heaven; it virtually assumes either a multiplication 
or an omnipresence of his body, which contradicts the necessary 
limitations of corporeality. 1 There can be only one body of 
Christ, and only one sacrifice of Christ. The stories of the 
appearances of blood on the altar, he treated with scorn, from 
which some of his enemies inferred that he denied all miracles. 
He called the doctrine of transubstantiation an absurdity (mep- 
tio) and an insane folly of the populace (veeordia vulgi). 

To this notion of a corporeal or material presence on the 

1 “ Quod diversis in loots eodem momento sensuditer adsit corpus , corpus non 
esse constabitP De S. Coena , p. 199. 
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altar, he opposed the idea of a spiritual or dynamic presence 
and participation. His positive view agrees essentially with 
that of Ratramnus ; but he went beyond him, as Calvin went 
beyond Zwingli. He endeavors to save the spiritual reality 
without the carnal form. He distinguishes, with St. Augustin 
and Ratramnus, between the historical and the eucharistic body 
of Christ, and between the visible symbol or sacramentum and 
the thing symbolized or the res sacramenti. He maintains that 
we cannot literally eat and drink Christ’s body and blood, but 
that nevertheless we may have real spiritual communion by 
faith with the flesh, that is, with the glorified humanity of 
Christ in heaven. His theory is substantially the same as that 
of Calvin. 1 The salient points are these : 

1) The elements remain in substance as well as in appearance, 
after the consecration, although they acquire a new significance. 
Hence the predicate in the words of institution must be taken 
figuratively, as in many other passages, where Christ is called 
the lion, the lamb, the door, the vine, the corner-stone, the rock, 
etc. 2 The discourse in the sixth chapter of John is likewise 
figurative, and does not refer to the sacrament at all, but to the 
believing reception of Christ’s death. 3 

1 Baur very clearly puts the case (II. 190) : u Bie Lehre Berengar^s scMiesst 
sick gam an die des Ratramnus an, ist aber zugleich erne Fortbildung dersdben- 
Wie Ratramnus sick eigentlich nur in der Sphat'e des Verhaltnisses von BUd und 
Sadie bewegt , so suckt dagegen Berengar m zeigen., dass ungeachtet Heine andere 
Ansicht vom Abendmahl moglich sei, ak die symbolische , dem Abendmald dock seine 
voile RealUdt bleibe, dass , wenn man auch vm. Abendmahl den Leib und das Blut 
Christi nicht wirldich geniesse, dock auch so eine reelle Verbindung mit dem Fleisch 
oder der in den Himmel crhohtm Menschheit Christi stattfinde. JSs ist im Allge- 
meinen zwischen Ratramnus und Berengar ein analoges Yerhaltniss wie spater 
zioischen Zwingli und Calvin ” Comp, also the exposition of Neander, III. 521- 
526, and of Herzog, in his Kirchengesch II. 112-114. 

2 j DeS. Coena, p. 83. B. lays down the hermeneutic principle: “ Ubicunque pros- 
dicatur non prcedicabile, quia tropica locutio est , de non suscepiibili t alter proposition^ 
terminus tropice, alter proprie accipiatur ” Zwingli used thesame and other examples 
of figurative speech in his controversy with Luther. He found the figure in the 
verb (estv==signijicat), CEcolampadius in the predicate (corpus—figura corporis). 

3 L. c., p. 165 and 236. He quotes Augustin in his favor, and refers to the 
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2) Nevertheless bread and wine are not empty symbols, but in 
some sense the body and blood of Christ which they represent. 
They are converted by being consecrated ; for whatever is con- 
secrated is lifted to a higher sphere and transformed. They do 
not lose their substance after consecration ; but they lose their 
emptiness, and become efficacious to the believer. So water in 
baptism remains water, but becomes the vehicle of regeneration. 
Wherever the saeramentvm is, there is also the res saeramenti. 

3) Christ is spiritually present and is spiritually received by 
faith. Without faith we can have no real communion with 
him, nor share in his benefits. “ The true body of Christ,” he 
says in a letter to Adelmann, “ is placed on the altar, but spirit- 
ually to the inner man and to those only who are members of 
Christ, for spiritual manducation. This the fathers teach 
openly, and distinguish between the body and blood of Christ 
and the sacramental signs of the body and blood. The pious 
receive both, the sacramental sign (sacramentum) visibly, the 
sacramental substance (rm sacramenti) invisibly; while the un- 
godly receive only the sacramental sign to their own judgment.” 

4) The communion in the Lord’s Supper is a communion 
with the whole undivided person of Christ, and not with flesh 
and blood as separate elements. As the whole body of Christ 
was sacrificed in death, so we receive the whole body in a spirit- 
ual manner; and as Christ’s body is now glorified in heaven, 
we must spiritually ascend to heaven. 1 

Here again is a strong point of contact with Calvin, who like- 
wise taught such an elevation of the soul to heaven as a neces- 
sary condition of true communion with the life-giving power of 
Christ’s humanity. He meant, of course, no locomotion, but the 
mrsrnn. corda, which is necessary in every act of prayer. It is 

fourth cb. of John, where Christ speaks of drinking the water of life (ver. 14) 
and eating meat (vers. 32-34), in a spiritual sense. 

1 P. 157. The believer receives “totem et integrum, Domini Dei at d comem, 
non emtem ado devocatam, ted in eodo manentem” and he ascends to heaven 
“ cordis ad widemdim Dewm mundati deootione spatmmma.’’ 
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the Holy Spirit who lifts us up to Christ on the wings of faith, 
and brings him down to us, and thus unites heaven and earth. 

A view quite similar to that of Berengar seems to have ob- 
tained about that time in the Anglo-Saxon Church, if we are 
to judge from the Homilies of JSlfric, which enjoyed great 
authority and popularity. 1 

§ 130. Lanfrano and the. Triumph of Transubstaniiatim. 

The chief opponent of Berengar was his former friend, Lau- 
feanc, a native of Pavia (b. 1005), prior of the Convent of Bee 
in Normandy (1045), afterwards archbishop of Canterbury 
(1070-1089), and in both positions the predecessor of the more 
distinguished Anselm. 2 He was, next to Berengar, the greatest 
dialectician of his age, but used dialectics only in support of 
church authority and tradition, and thus prepared the way for 
orthodox scholasticism. He assailed Berengar in a treatise of 
twenty-three chapters on the eucharist, written after 1063, in 
epistolary form, and advocated the doctrine of transubstantiation 
(without using the term) with its consequences. 3 He describes 
the change as a miraculous and incomprehensible change of the 

1 Thus he says in the Homily on Easter day; “Great is the difference be- 
tween the invisible might of the holy housel [sacrament] and the visible ap- 
pearance of its own nature. Ey nature it is corruptible bread and corruptible 
wine, and is, by the power of the Divine word, truly Christ’s body and blood : 
not, however, bodily, but spiritually. Great is the difference between the body 
in which Christ suffered and the body which is hallowed for housel. ... In his 
ghostly body, which we call housel, there is nothing to be understood bodily, 
but all is to be understood spiritually.” The passage is quoted by J. C. Ko- 
bertson from Thorpe’s edition of JSlfric, II. 271. Thorpe identifies the author 
of these Anglo-Saxon Homilies with JElfric, Archbishop of York, who lived 
till the beginning of the Berengar controversy (d. 1051), but the identity is dis- 
puted. See Hardwick, p. 174, and L. Stephen’s “ Diet, of Hat Biogr.” I.164sqq. 

* He was the first of the Norman line of English archbishops, and the chief 
adviser of William the Conqueror in the conquest of England. See Freeman, 
Bistory of the Norman Conquest, vols. III. and IV.; and B. C. Jenkins, Diocesan 
History of CamUrbwry (London, 1880), p. 78 sqq. 

* On the different editions and the date of the book (between 1063 and 1069), 
see Sndendorfj p. 39 sqq. 
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substance of bread and wine into the very body and blood of 
Christ. 1 He also teaches (what Radbert had not done expressly) 
that even unworthy communicants ( indigne sumentes) receive the 
same sacramental substance as believers, though with opposite 
effect. 2 

Among the less distinguished writers on the Eucharist must 
be mentioned Adelmann, Durandus, and Guitmund, who de- 
fended the catholic doctrine agaiust Berengar. Guitmund (a 
pupil of Lanfraue, and archbishop of Aversa in Apulia) reports 
that the Berengarians differed, some holding only a symbolical 
presence, others (with Berengar) a real, but latent presence, or a 
sort of impanatiou, but all denied a change of substance. This 
change he regards as the main thing which nourishes piety. 
“What can be more salutary,” he asks, “than such a faith? 
Purely receiving into itself the pure and simple Christ alone, 
in the consciousness of possessing so glorious a gift, it guards 
with the greater vigilance against sin; it glows with a more 
earnest longing after all righteousness; it strives every day to 
escape from the world . . . and to embrace in unclouded vision 
the fountain of life itself.” 3 

From this time on, transubstantiation may be regarded as a 
dogma of the Latin church. It was defended by the orthodox 
schoolmen, and oecumenically sanctioned under Pope Innocent 
IH. in 1216. 

1 De Oorp. el Scmg. Dom., c. 18 (in Migne, T. 150, col. 430): “Orcdmus ter- 
renas substantial, qua in mensa Dominica per sacerdotale mysterium divinitus sane - 
tificantur, Lnejfabiliter, mcomprehensibiliter, mirabduer , operante supema potentia, 
converti in essentiam Dominvei corporis, reservatis ipsarum rerum spedebus , et quv - 
busdam aim qualitatihus , ne percipientes cruda et cruenta horrerent, et ut credmtes 
fidei prcemia ampliora perciperent, ipso tamen Dominico corpore emtente in ccdesti- 
bus ad dexter am Patris, immortali, inmolato, integro, mcontammato , illceso: ut vere 
dim posset t et ipsum corpus, quod de Virgine sumptum est, nos sumere, et tamen non 
ipsum / 

3 Cap 20 (col. 436J: u Est quidem et peccatoribus et indigne sumentibus vera 
Christi caro , verusque sanguis, sed essentia , non salubri efficientm. 1> 

* Neander, III. 529 sq., from Guitmund's De Oorp . et Sang . Christi verUate 
in eucharistia. It was written about 1076, according to Sudendorf, p. 52 sqq. 
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With the triumph of transubstantiation is closely connected 
the withdrawal of the communion cup from the laity, -which 
gradually spread in the twelfth century, 1 and the adoration of 
the presence of Christ in the consecrated elements, which dates 
from the eleventh century, was enjoined by Honorius III. in 
1217, and gave rise to the Corpus Christi festival appointed by 
Urban IV., in 1264. The withdrawal of the cup had its origin 
partly in considerations of expediency, but chiefly in the super- 
stitious solicitude to guard against profanation by spilling tire 
blood of Christ. The schoolmen defended the practice by the 
doctrine that the whole Christ is present in either kind. 2 It 
strengthened the power of the priesthood at the expense of the 
rights of the laity and in plain violation of the command of 
Christ: “Drink ye all of it” (Matt. 26: 27). 

The doctrine of transubstantiation is the most characteristic 
tenet of the Catholic Church of the middle age, and its modern 
successor, the Eoman Church. It reflects a magical supernatu- 
ralism which puts the severest tax upon the intellect, and re- 
quires it to contradict the unanimous testimony of our senses of 
sight, touch and taste. It furnishes the doctrinal basis for the 
daily sacrifice of the mass and the power of the priesthood with 
its awful claim to create and to offer the very body and blood 
of the Saviour of the world. For if the self-same body of 
Christ which suffered on the cross, is truly present and eaten in 
the eucharist, it must also be the self-same sacrifice of Calvary 
which is repeated in the mass; and a true sacrifice requires a 
true priest who offers it on the altar. Priest, sacrifice, and altar 
form an inseparable trio; a literal conception of one requires 

1 In place of the older custom of administering the bread dipped in vine, 
especially to infants and sick persons. In the Greek church, where infont 
communion still prevails, both elements are delivered in a golden spoon ; but 
the priest receives each element separately as in the Roman church. 

1 Anselm was the first to teach “in vtraque specie totum Christum sumA 
See J. J. de Lith, De Adorations Panic covsecrati, et Interdictions sacn Calicis 
in Euchamtia, 1753; Spittler, Geteh. des Kdchs im Ahendmahl, 1780; Gieseler, 
IT. 480 sqq., notes. 
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a literal conception of the other two, and a spiritual conception 
of one necessarily leads to a spiritual conception of all. 

NOTES. 

A few additional remarks must conclude this subject, so that we 
need not return to it in the next volume. 

1. The scholastic terms transsubstantiatio, transsubstantiare (in Greek 
fierovaioaiCy Engl, transubstantiation, Germ. Wesensverwandlung), signify 
a change of one substance into another, and were introduced in the ele- 
venth and twelfth centuries. The phrase substantialiter converti was used 
by the Roman Synod of 1079 (see p. 559). Transsubstantiatio occurs first 
in Peter Damiani (d. 1072) in his Expos, can. Missce (published by Angelo 
Mai in “Script. Yet. Nova Coll.” VI. 215), and then in the sermons of Hil- 
debert, archbishop of Tours (d. 1134) ; the verb transsubstantiare first in 
Stephanus, Bishop of Autun (1113-1129), Tract, de Sacr. Alfaris, c. 14 
(“panem, quem accepi, in corpus meum transsubstantiavi ”), and then offi- 
cially in the fourth Lateran Council, 1215. See Gieseler, II. ii. 434 sq. 
(fourth Germ. ed.). Similar terms, as rrmtatio , tranmutatio , transformation 
conversio, transitio , had been in use before. The corresponding Greek 
noun psTovafuatg was formally accepted by the Oriental Church in the 
Orthodox Confession of Peter Mogilas, 1643, and later documents, yet 
with the remark that the word is not to be taken as a definition of the 
manner in which the bread and wine are changed into the body and 
blood of Christ. See ScliafTs Creeds of Christendom , II. 382, 427, 431, 
495, 497 sq. Similar expressions, such as fieTafioVi, \LZTafi6Xkuv, fiErairoielv, 
had been employed by the Greek fathers, especially by Cyril of Jerusa- 
lem, Chrysostom, and John of Damascus. The last is the chief authority 
quoted in the Russian Catechism (see Schaff, l. c . II. 498). 

All these terms attempt, to explain the inexplicable and to rationalize 
the irrational— the contradiction between substance and accidents, be- 
tween reality and appearance. Transubstantiation is devotion turned 
into rhetoric, and rhetoric turned into irrational logic. 

2. The doctrine of transubstantiation was first strongly expressed in the 
confessions of two Roman Synods of 1059 and 1079, which Berengar was 
forced to accept against his conscience ; see p. 557 and 559. It was cecu- 
menically sanctioned for the whole Latin chnrch by the fourth Lateran 
Council under Pope Innocent III., A D. 1215, in the creed of the Synod, 
cap. 1: “Corpus et sanguis [ Christi\ in Sacramento altaris sub spedebus 
panic et mni veradter continentur, TRANSSUBSTANTIATIS PANE IN CORPUS 
ET VINO IN SANGUINEM, potestate DiviNA, ut ad perfidendum myste- 
Hum unitatis aedpiamus ipsi de suo, quod aecepit ipse de nostro . Et hoe 
vtique sacramentum nemo potest conficere, nisi sacerdoSj qui fuent rite ordi- 
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natus secundum claves Ecclesice, quas ipse concessit Apostolis et eorum sue - 
cessoribus Iesus Chris tus.” 

The Council of Trent, in the thirteenth session, 1551, reaffirmed the 
doctrine against the Protestants in these words: "that, by the consecra- 
tion of the bread and of the wine, a conversion is made of the whole 
substance of the bread into the substance of the body of Christ our Lord 
(conversionem fieri totius substantiae panis in substantiam corporis Christi 
Domini ), and of the whole substance of the wine into the substance of 
his blood; which conversion is by the holy Catholic Church suitably 
and properly called Transubstantiation .” The same synod sanctioned the 
adoration of the sacrament (i. e. Christ on the altar under the figure of 
the elements), and anathematizes those who deny this doctrine and 
practice. See Schaff, Creeds of Christendom , II. 130-139. 

3. Thomas Aquinas, the prince of scholastic divines, has given the 
clearest poetic expression to the dogma of transubstantiation in the fol- 
lowing stanzas of his famous hymn, 11 Lauda Sion Salvatorem” for the 

"Hear what holy Church maintameth. 
That the bread its substance changeth 
Into Flesh, the wine to Blood. 

Doth it pass thy comprehending? 
Faith, the law of sight transcending, 
Leaps to things not understood. 

Here, in outward signs, are hidden 
Priceless things, to sense forbidden ; 

Signs, not things, are all we see: 
Flesh from bread, and Blood from wine: 
Yet is Christ, in either sign, 

All entire, confess’d to be. 

They, too, who of Him partake, 

Sever not, nor rend, nor break. 

But entire, their Lord receive. 
Whether one or thousands eat, 

All receive the self-same meat, 

Nor the less for others leave. 

Both the wicked and the good 
Eat of this celestial Food; 

But with ends how opposite! 

Here ’tis life, and there ’tis death; 

The same, yet issuing to each 
In a difference infinite.” 


Corpus Christi Festival: 

u Dogma datur Christianis , 

Quod in camem transit panis f 
Et vinum in sanguinem* 

Quod non capis, quod non vides, 
Animosa firrmt fides 
Procter rerum ordinem . 

<‘Sub diver sis speciebus, 

Signis tantum et non rebus , 
Latent res eximioe . 

Caro eibus, sanguis potus , 
Manet tamen Christus totus, 

Svb utraque specie . 

U A sumente non coneisus, 

Eon confractus , von divisus, 
Integer aedpitur. 

Sumit unus, sumunt mfile , 
Quantum isti, tantum file, 

Nee mmitus consumitur* 

“ Sumunt boni, sumunt modi, 
Sorte tamen inaequali 
Vitae vel interitus . 

Mors est malts , vita bonis : 

Vide, paris swmptwnis 
Quam sit dispar exitut P 



572 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


See the Thes. Eymnol. of Daniel, II. 97-100, who calls St. Thomas 
“i summus laudator venerabilis sacramenti” and quotes the interesting, 
but opposite judgments of Mohler and Luther. The translation is by- 
Edward Caswall ( Hymns and Poems, 2nd ed., 1873, and previously in 
Lyra Catholica, Lond., 1849, p. 238). The translation of the last two 
stanzas is not as felicitous as that of the other two. The following ver- 
sion preserves the double rhyme of the original : 

“ Eaton, but without incision, (t Here alike the good and evil. 

Broken, but without division, High and low in social level. 

Each the whole of Christ receives: Take the Feast for woe or weal: 

Thousands take what each is taking, Wonder! from the self-same eating, 
Each one breaks what all are breaking, Good and bad their bliss are meeting 
None a lessened body leaves. Or their doom herein they seal.*' 

4. The doctrine of transubstantiation has always been regarded by 
Protestants as one of the fundamental errors and grossest superstitions 
of Romanism. But we must not forget the underlying truth which gives 
tenacity to error. A doctrine cannot be wholly false, which has been 
believed for centuries not only by the Greek and Latin churches alike, 
but as regards the chief point, namely, the real presence of the very 
body and blood of Christ — also by the Lutheran and a considerable por- 
tion of the Anglican communions, and which still nourishes the piety of 
innumerable guests at the Lord's table. The mysterious discourse of our 
Saviour in the synagogue of Capernaum after the miraculous feeding of 
the multitude, expresses the great truth which is materialized and carnal- 
ized in transubstantiation. Christ is in the deepest spiritual sense the 
bread of life from heaven which gives nourishment to believers, and in 
the holy communion we receive the actual benefit of his broken body 
and shed blood, which are truly present in their power; for his sacrifice, 
though offered but once, is of perpetual force to all who accept it in faith. 
The literal miracle of the feeding of the five thousand is spiritually car- 
ried on in the vital union of Christ and the believer, and culminates in 
the sacramental feast. Our Lord thus explains the symbolic significance 
of that miracle in the strongest language; but he expressly excludes the 
carnal, Capernaitic conception, and furnishes the key for the true under- 
standing, in the sentence: “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 
profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and 
are life” (John 6: 63). 
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CHAPTER XII. 

HERETICAL SECTS. 

§ 131. The Pauliaums. 

L Petbus Siculus (imperial commissioner in Armenia, about 870) : 3is~ 
toria Manichwnm, gui Paulieiani dicuntur ( ‘larop'ta nepl ryj xsvys km 
paraiag alpeaeag tov Mavi^atW rav fail TLavKuuavCw Aeyofievov). Gr, el 
Lot. ed. Matth. Raderus. Ingolst,, 1604. Newly ed. by J. 0. L. 
Gieseler. Gottingen, 1846, with an appendix, 1849. Photius (d, 
891): Adv. recentiores Manichmos, lib. IV. Ed. by J. Chr. Wolf. 
Hamburg, 1722; in Gallandii “Bibl. PP.’ 1 XTTT- 603 sq., and in 
Photix Opera ed. Migne, Tom. II., col. 9-264 (reprint of Wolf). 
For the history of the sect after A. D. 870 we must depend on the 
Byzantine historians, Constantine Porphyrogenitus and Cedrenus. 
II. Mosheim: Century IX., ch. V. Schkceckh: yols. XX. 365 sqq., 
and XXIII. 318 sqq. Gibbon: Ch. LIY. (yol. V. 534-554). F. 
Schmidt: Historia Paulidanorwm OrientaHum. Kopenhagen, 1826. 
GlESELEB: Untermchunqen liber die Qesck. der Paulidaner, m the 
“Studien und Kritiken,” 1829, No. L, 79 sqq. ; and his Church Bm- 
tory, II. 21 sqq., and 231 sqq. (Germ. ed. II. 1, 13 and 400). Nean- 
dek, III. 244r-270, and 586-592. Bauk: Christl. K. im Mirtelalter, 
p. 22-25. Hergenrother, I. 524-527. Hardwick, Middle Age, 
p. 78-84. Robertson, II. 164-173 (revised ed. IV. 117-127). C. 
Schmidt, in Herzog’ XI. 343-348. A. Lombard : Pauliciem, £ul- 
gares et Bons-hommes en Orient et Occident. Geneve, 1879. 

The Monothelites, the Adoptionists, the Predestinarians, and 
the Berengarians moved within the limits of the Catholic 
church, dissented from it only in one doctrine, and are inter- 
woven with the development of catholic orthodoxy which has 
been described in the preceding chapter. But there were also 
radical heretical sects which mixed Christianity with heathen 
notions, disowned all connection with the historic church, and 
set themselves up against it as rival communities. They were 
essentially dualistic, like the ancient Gnostics and Manichseans, 
and hence their Catholic opponents called them by the conve- 
nient and hated name of New Manichoeans; though the system of 
the Paulicians has more affinity with that of Mansion. They 
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appeared first in tlie East, and spread afterwards by unknown 
tracks in the West. They reached their height in the thirteenth 
century, when they were crushed, but not annihilated, by a 
crusade under Pope Innocent III. 

These sects have often been falsely represented 1 as forerun- 
ners of Protestantism; they are so only in a purely negative 
sense, while in their positive opinions they differ as widely from 
the evangelical as from the Greek and Roman creed. The Re- 
formation came out of the bosom of Mediaeval Catholicism, 
retained its oecumenical doctrines, and kept up the historic 
continuity. 

The Patjlicians 2 are the most important sect in our period. 
They were confined to the territory of the Eastern church. 
They flourished in Armenia, where Christianity came in con- 
flict with Parsism and was mixed with dualistic ideas. They 
probably inherited some traditions of the Manichseans and 
Marcionites. 

I. Their name is derived by their Greek opponents 3 from 
two brothers, Paul and John, sons of a Manichsean woman, 
Kallinike, in Samosata; but, more probably, by modem histo- 
rians 4 from their preference for St. Paul, whom they placed 
highest among the Apostles. They borrowed the names of 
their leading teachers from his disciples (Sylvanus, Titus, Timo- 
thy, Tychicus, Epaphroditus), and called their congregations 
after his (Corinth, Philippi, Achaia, etc.). They themselves 
preferred simply the name “Christians” ( Xpcariavoi ' Xpioxo- 
TtoXc vat), in opposition to the professors of the Roman state- 
religion (P<opatouz). 

II. The founder of the sect is Constahtine, a Syrian from 

1 Antipathetically by Roman Catholic, sympathetically by Protestant histo- 

rians. 

3 TLavfoicoc, TLavXuuavoU TLavTaavlrou 

8 Peter the Sicilian and Photius, followed by Mosheim and Schroeckh. 

4 Gibbon, Gieseler, Neander, Baur, Hardwick. 
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a Gnostic (Marcionite) congregation in Mananalis near Samo- 
sata. Inspired by the epistles of St. Paul and pretending to 
be his genuine disciple, he propagated under the name of Syl- 
vanus dualistie doctrines in Kibossa in Armenia and in the 
regions of Pontus and Cappadocia, with great success for twenty- 
seven years, until the Emperor Constantine Pogonatus (668— 
685) sent an officer, Symeon, for his arrest and execution. He 
was stoned to death in 684, and his congregation scattered. 
But Symeon was struck and converted by the serene courage 
of Constantine-Sylvanus, revived the congregation, and ruled it 
under the name of Titus. When Justinian II. heard of it, he 
condemned him and the other leaders to death by fire (690), 
according to the laws against the Manichaeans. 

But in spite of repeated persecution and inner dissensions, 
the sect spread throughout Asia Minor. When it decayed, a 
zealous reformer rose in the person of Sergius, called Tychi- 
cus, the second founder of the sect (801-835). He had been 
converted by a woman, visited the old congregations and 
founded new ones, preached and wrote epistles, opposed the 
antinomian practices of Baanes, called “ the Filthy ” (6 {nnta- 
p6$), and introduced strict discipline. His followers were called 
Sergiotes in distinction from the Baanites. 

The fate of the sect varied with the policy of the Greek 
emperors. The iconoclastic Leo the Isaurian did not disturb 
them, and gave the leader of the sect, Gegnsesius, after a satis- 
factory examination by the patriarch, a letter of protection 
against persecution; but the wily heretic had answered the 
questions in a way that deceived the patriarch. Leo the Arme- 
nian (813-820) organized an expedition for their conversion, 
pardoning the apostates and executing the constant. Theodora, 
who restored the worship of images, cruelly persecuted them, 
and under her short reign one hundred thousand Paulicians 
were put to death by the sword, the gibbet, or the flames (844). 
Perhaps this large number included many iconoclasts. 
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Provoked by these cruelties, the Paulicians raised the stand- 
ard of revolt under the lead of Kakbeas. He fled with five 
thousand to the Saracens, built a strong fort, Tephrica, 1 on the 
Arab frontier, and in alliance with the Moslems made success- 
ful military invasions into the Byzantine territory. His son- 
in-law, Chrysocheres, proceeded as far as Ephesus, and turned 
the cathedral into a stable (867), but was killed by the Greeks 
in 871, and the sect had to submit to the Emperor Basil the 
Macedonian. He sent among them the monk Petrus Siculus, 
who thus became acquainted with their doctrines and collected 
the materials for his work. 

After this the sect lost its political significance, and gradually 
disappeared from history. Many were transferred to Philip- 
popolis in Thrace about 970, as guards of the frontier, and 
enjoyed toleration. Alexius Comnenus (1081-1118) disputed 
with their leaders, rewarded the converts, and punished the 
obstinate. The Crusaders found some remains in 1204, when 
they captured Constantinople. 

III. The doctrines and practices of the Paulicians are known 
to us only from the reports of the orthodox opponents and a 
few fragments of the epistles of Sergius. They were a strange 
mixture of dualism, demiurgism, docetism, mysticism and 
pseudo-Paulinism, and resemble in many respects the Gnostic 
system of Marcion. 

(1) Dualism was their fundamental principle.® The good 
God created the spiritual world; the bad God or demiurge cre- 
ated the sensual world. The former is worshipped by the 
Paulicians, i. e. the true Christians, the latter by the “Romans” 
or Catholics. 

1 Now Divrigni in the mountains between Sirvas and Trebizond, still occu- 
pied by a fierce r eople. 

2 Petrus Siculus puts this first fp. 16): Tlpurov pht ydp ion to turf avrovc 
yv6piopa to dvn ap^ag ofudoyeiv, tt ovqpov tiebv not ayatidv. He savs the Pani- 
icians reject the impious writings of the Manichaeans, but propagate their c*.n* 
tents by tradition from generation to generation. 
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(2) Contempt of matter. The body is the seat of evil desire, 
and is itself impure. It holds the divine soul as in a prison. 

(3) Docetism. Christ descended from heaven in an ethereal 
body, passed through the womb of Mary as through a channel, 
suffered in appearance, but not in reality, and began the process 
of redemption of the spirit from the chains of matter. 

(4) The Virgin Mary was not “the mother of God,” and has 
a purely external connection with Jesus. Peter the Sicilian 
says, that they did not even allow her a place among the good 
and virtuous women. The true theotokos is the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, from which Christ came out and to which he returned. 

(5) They rejected the Old Testament as the work of the 
Demiurge, and the Epistles of Peter. They regarded Peter as 
a false apostle, because he denied his master, preached Judaism 
rather than Christianity, was the enemy of Paul (Gal. 2: 11) 
and the pillar of the Catholic hierarchy. They accepted the 
four Gospels, the Acts, fourteen Epistles of Paul, and the Epis- 
tles of James, John and Jude. At a later period, however, 
they seem to have confined themselves, like Marcion, to the 
writings of Paul and Luke, adding to them probably the Gos- 
pel of John. They claimed also to possess an Epistle to the 
Laodiceans; but this was probably identical with the Epistle 
to the Ephesians. Their method of exposition was allegorical. 

(6) They rejected the priesthood, the sacraments, the worship 
of saints and relics, the sign of the cross (except in cases of 
serious illness), and all externals in religion. Baptism means 
only the baptism of the Spirit; the communion with the body 
and blood of Christ is only a communion with his word and 
doctrine. 

In the place of priests (lepslc and irpeffjHutepot) the Paulicians 
had teachers and pastors [dcddamloc and notpivs c), companions 
or itinerant missionaries ( <rt)vix8/jpot ), and scribes ( vwzdpcoe ) 
In the place of churches they had meeting-houses called “ora- 
tories” (itpoovjyalt)’, but the founders and leaders were esteemed 
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as “apostles” and “prophets.” There is no trace of the Mani- 
chaean distinction between two classes of the eleeti and c redentes. 

(7) Their morals were ascetic. They aimed to emancipate the 
spirit from the power of the material body, without, however, 
condemning marriage and the eating of flesh; but the Baanites 
ran into the opposite extreme of an antinomian abuse of the 
flesh, and reveled in licentiousness, even incest. In both ex- 
tremes they resembled the Gnostic sects. According to Photius, 
the Paulicians were also utterly deficient in veracity, and de- 
nied their faith without scruple on the principle that falsehood 
is justifiable for a good end. 

§ 132. The Euchites and other Seats in the East. 

I. MT ctTAFT. Psellus (a learned Constantinopolitan, 11th cent.) : Atd2o- 
yoc vspi hepyecac daiuSvuv, ed. Gaulmin. Par. 1615 ; also by J. F. 
Boisso7ia.de. Norimbergse, 1838. Cedrenus (in the 11th cent.): 
Uistor. Compend. (ed. Bonn. I. 514). — On the older Euchites and 
Messalians see Epiphanius (Hoar. 80), Theodoret (Hist. Fed. TV. 10), 
John of Damascus (Be Hcer., c. 80), Photius (Bibl. cod. 52), and 
Walch : Ketzer-Historie, in. 481 sqq. and 536 sqq. 

IL Schbxtzbr: Die Euchiten im elften Jahrh., in Stirm’s “Studien der 
evang. Geistlichfceit Wurtemberg’s,” vol. XI., H. 1. 169. Gieseler, 
II. 232 sq. Neander, III. 590 sqq., comp. II. 277 sqq. 

The Etjchxtes were mystic monks with dualistic principles 
derived from Parsism. They held that a demon dwells in 
every man from his birth, and can be expelled only by un- 
ceasing silent prayer, which they exalted above every spiritual 
exercise. Hence their name. 1 They were also called Enthu- 
siasts by the people on account of their boasted ecstasies, in 
which they fancied that they received special revelations. 
Psellus calls them “devil-worshippers.” They despised all 
outward forms of worship. Rumor charged them with lewd- 
ness and infanticide in their secret assemblies; but the same 
stories were told of the early Christians, and deserve no credit. 

* Evxfirai or Evxirat, from n>xb> prayer. The Syriac name Messalians 
0’ < 73fO) ) praying people, from kSx, oravit (Dan. 6: 11; Ezra 6: 10). 
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They appear in the eleventh century in Mesopotamia and 
Armenia, in some connection with the Paulicians. They were 
probably the successors of the older Syrian Euchites or Mes- 
salians of the fourth and fifth centuries, who in their conceit 
had reached the height of ascetic perfection, despised manual 
labor and all common occupations, and lived on alms — the 
first specimens of mendicant friars. 

From the Euchites sprang towards the close of the eleventh 
century the Bogomiles (the Slavonic name for Euchites), 1 * and 
Catharists (i. e. the Purists, Puritans), and spread from Bul- 
garia into the West. They will occupy our attention in the 
next period. 

Another Eastern sect, called Thondracians (from the vil- 
lage Thondrac), was organized by Sembat, a Paulidan, in the 
province of Ararat, between 833 and 854. They sprang from 
the Paulicians, and in spite of persecution made numerous con- 
verts in Armenia, among them a bishop, Jacob, in 1002, who 
preached against the corruptions in the Armenian church, but 
was branded, exposed to public scorn, imprisoned, and at last 
killed by his enemies. 5 

Little is known of the sect of the Athenians who appeared 
in Upper Phrygia. 3 * They seem to have been strongly Juda- 
istic. They observed all the rites of the law except circum- 
cision, for which they substituted baptism. Neander conjectures, 
that they were the successors of the Colossian errorists opposed 
by St. Paul. 

1 From Eospodi pomdui, the Slavonic Eyrie deism, Lord, have mercy upon vs. 
It is the response in the Russian litany, and is usually chanted by a choir with 
touching effect Schaffarik derives the name from a Bulgarian bishop named 
Bogomil, who represented that heresy in the middle of the tenth century. 

* See Tschamtschean’s “Eistory of Armenia ” used by Neander (from Peter- 
mann’s communications), III. 587-589. 

* ’Adiyyavot, from dcyyavo, to touch, to handle ; probably with reference to 

Col. 2: 21, touch not (things that defile). The translator of Neander 

calls them Athinganians (EH. 592). 
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§ 133. The New Manichceans in the West. 

I. The chief sources for the sects of the Middle Age belong to the next 

period, namely, the letters of Pope Innocent IIL, Honorius HL, 
Bernhard of Clair vaux, Peter the Venerable; the acts of Coun- 
cils; the chronicles; and the special writings against them, chiefly 
those of the Dominican monk Reinerius Sacchoni of Lombardy (d. 
1259), who was himself a heretic for seventeen years. The sources 
are collected in the “Maxima Biblioth. Patr.” (Lugd., 1677, Tom. 
XXII., XXIV.) ; inMarteneand Durand’s “Thesaurus novus anec- 
dotorum’’ (Par., 1682); in Muratori’s “Rerum Italic. Scriptores” 
(Mediol., 1723 sqq.); in Bouquet’s “Recueil des historiens des Gaules 
et de la France” (Par., 1738 sqq.), etc. See the Lit. in Hahn I. 23 
sqq. 

II. J. Coke. Ftjesslin: j Neue unparth. Kircken-und Ketzerhistorie der 
mittleren Zeit. Frankf., 1770. 2 Parts. 

Che. IJ. Hahn: GeschicMe der Ketzer im Mittelalter, besonders im 11., 
12. und 13. Jahrh., nach den Quellen bearbeitet. Stuttgart, 1845- 50, 
3 vols. The first vol. contains the History of the New Manichseans. 
C. Schmidt: Histoire et doctrine de la secte des Cathares. Paris, 1849, 
2 vols. 

Razki : Bogomili i Oataremi. Agram, 1869. 

Neandeb, in. 592-606. Gieseler, H. 234-239. Hardwick:, p. 187- 
190. Robertson, II. 417-424. 

The heretical sects in the West are chiefly of three distinct 
classes: 1) the dualistic or Manichsean; 2) the pantheistic and 
mystic; 3) the biblical (the Waldenses). Widely differing 
among themselves, they were united in hatred of the papal 
church and the sacerdotal system. They arose from various 
causes: the remains of heathen notions and older heresies; op- 
position to the corruptions of the church and the clergy; the 
revolt of reason against tyrannical authority; and popular thirst 
for the word of God. They spread with astonishing rapidity 
during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries from Bulgaria to 
Spain, especially through Italy and Southern France, and called 
forth all the energies of the papacy at the zenith of its power 
(under Innocent III.) for their forcible suppression. One only 
survived the crusade, the Waldenses, owing to their faithful 
adherence to the positive truths of the Scriptures. 
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In the West the heretical tendency in organized form made 
its first appearance during the eleventh century, when the cor- 
ruption of the church and the papacy had reached its height. 
It appeared to that age as a continuation or revival of the 
Manichaean heresy. 1 The connecting link is the dualistic prin- 
ciple. The old Manichaeans were never quite extirpated with 
fire and sword, but continued secretly in Italy and France, 
waiting for a favorable opportunity to emerge from obscurity. 
Nor must we overlook the influence from the East. Paulicians 
were often transported under Byzantine standards from Thrace 
and Bulgaria to the Greek provinces of Italy and Sicily, and 
spread the seed of their dualism and docetism and hatred of the 
ruling church. 2 

New Manichaeans were first discovered in Aquitania and Or- 
leans, in 1022, in Arras, 1025, in Monteforte near Turin, 1030, 
in Goslar, 1025. They taught a dualistic antagonism between 
God and matter, a docetic view of the humanity of Christ, op- 
posed the worship of saints and images, and rejected the whole 
Catholic church with all the material means of grace, for which 
they substituted a spiritual baptism, a spiritual eucharist, and a 
symbol of initiation by the imposition of hands. Some resolved 
the life of Christ into a myth or symbol of the divine life in every 
man. They generally observed an austere code of morals, ab- 
stained from marriage, animal food, and intoxicating drinks. A 
pallid, emaciated face was regarded by the people as a sign of he- 
resy. The adherents of the sect were common people, but among 
their leaders were priests, sometimes in disguise. One of them, 
DieudonnA precentor of the church in Orleans, died a Catholic; 


1 Other names, however, were invented to distinguish the different branches 
which were compared to foxes with tails tied together. In the time of Inno- 
cent 111., more than forty heretical names were used, about twelve of them for 
the Manichaean branch, chiefly “ Manichaeans,” “Catharists,” and “Patareni.” 
See Hahn, I. 49 sqq. 

* On the different derivations see the notes of Gieseler, II. 234 sq., and 
Hahn, I- 30 sqq. 
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but when three years after his death his connection with the 
heretics was discovered, his bones were dug up and removed 
from consecrated ground. 

The Oriental fashion of persecuting dissenters by the faggot 
and the sword was imitated in the West. The fanatical fury of 
the people supported the priests in their intolerance. Thirteen 
New Manichseans were condemned to the stake at Orleans in 
1022. Similar executions occurred in other places. At Milan 
the heretics were left the choice either to bow before the cross, 
or to die ; but the majority plunged into the flames. 

A few men rose above the persecuting spirit of the age, fol- 
lowing the example of St. Martin of Tours, who had vigorously 
protested against the execution of the Priscillianists at Treves. 
Wazo, bishop of LiSge, about 1047, raised his voice for tolera- 
tion when he was asked for his opinion concerning the treat- 
ment of the heretics in the diocese of CMlons-sur-Marne. Such 
doctrines, he said, must be condemned as unchristian; but we 
are bound to bear with the teachers after the example of our 
Saviour, who was meek and humble and came not to strive, but 
rather to endure shame and the death of the cross. The parable 
of the wheat and the tares teaches us to wait patiently for the 
repentance of erring neighbors. “We bishops,” he tells his 
fellow-bishops, “should remember that we did not receive, at 
our ordination, the sword of secular power, the vocation to slay, 
but only the vocation to make alive.” All they had’ to do was 
to exclude obstinate heretics from the communion of the church 
and to guard others against their dangerous doctrines. 1 

1 Neander, HI. 605 sq.; Gieseler, n. 289, note. 
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Comp, the list of works in vol. II. 621 sqq. 

I. The ecclesiastical writers of this period are collected for the first time 

by Migne, the Greek in his Patrologia Grceca , Tom. 90 (Maximus 
Confessor) to 136 (Eustathius) ; the Latin in his Patrologia Latina, 
Tom. 69 (Cassiodorus) and 75 (Gregory I.) to 148 (Gregory VII.). 

II. General works: Du Pin, Ceillieb, and Gate, and the bibliographi- 

cal works of Fabbicius ( Biblioth . Grceca, and BibL Latina); espe- 
cially the j5 istoire Generate des auteurs sacr6s eccUsiastiques by the 
Benedictine Dorn Remy Ceillieb (1688-1761), first ed., 1729-63, 
in 23 yoIs. ; revised ed. by Abbe Bauzon , Paris, 1857-62, in 14 vols. 
4to. This ed. comes down to St. Bernard and Peter the Lombard. 
Tom. XI., XII. and XIII. cover the 6th century to the 11th. 

A. H. L. Heeren (Prof, in Gottingen) : Geschichte der classischen Lite - 
ratur im Mittelalter . Gottingen, 1822. 2 Parts. The first part goes 
from the beginning of the Middle Age to the 15th century. 

Henry HALL AM: State of Europe in the Middle Ages . Ch. IX. (New 
York ed. of 1880, vol. III. 254 sqq.); and his Introduction to the 
Literature of Europe in the 1 5th, 1 6th and 17 th Centuries . Part I., 
Ch. 1 (N. York ed. of 1880, vol. L, p. 25-103). 

HERMANN Reuter: Geschichte der relig. Aufklarung im Mittelalter . 

Berlin, 1875, 2 vols. 

HI. Special works. 

(1) Learning and Literature in the East: Leo Allatius: Grcedoe ortho- 
doxy Scriptores . Rom., 1652- , 59, 2 vols. The Byzantine Historians, 
ed. by Niebuhr and others, Gr. and Lat. Bonn, 1828-78, 50 vols., 
8vo. Monographs on Photius , especially Hergenrother (the third 
volume), and on John of Damascus by Langen (1879), etc.; in part 
also Gass : Symbolik der gnech . Eirche (1872). 

(2) Literature in the Latin church: Johann Christ. Felix Bahr: 

Geschichte der romischen Literatur. Carlsruhe, 1836 sqq. ; 4th revised 
ed., 1868-72, 4 vols. The 4th vol. embraces the Christian Roman lite- 
rature to the age of Charlemagne. This formerly appeared in three 
supplementary vols., 1836, 1837 and 1840, the third under the title: 
Gesch. der rom . Lit. im karolingischen Zeitalter (619 pages). — W il- 
helm S. Teufeel : Geschichte der romischen Literatur . Leipzig, 
1870, 4th ed. edited by L. Schwabe, 1882. Closes with the middle 
of the eighth century. Adolph Ebert : Geschichte der Literatur 
des MittelaUers im Ahendlande . Leipzig, 1874- , 80, 2 vols. 
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Comp, also L£on Maitre : Les tcoles episcopates et monastiques de P Occi- 
dent depuis Charlemagne jusqu’ a Philippe- Auguste, ,1866. H. Jos. 
SCHMITZ: Das Volksschulwesen im Mittelalter, Frankf. a. M., 1881. 

(3) For Italy: Muratori: Antiquitates italicce medii asm (Mediol., 1738- 
'42, 6 vols. fol.), and Rerum italicarum Scriptores preedpui oh anno 
D . ad MD . (Mediol., 1723-51, 29 vols. fol.). Tiraboschi (a very 
learned Jesuit): Storia delta letteratura italiana , antica e modema. 
Modena, 1771-82, and again 1787- 94; another ed. Milan, 1822-26, 
16 vols. Gregorovius : Oeschichte * der Stadt Rom . im Mittelalter . 
Stuttgart, 1859 sqq., 3rd ed. 1874 sqq., 8 vols. 

(4) For France: the Benedictine Histoire litteraire de la France . Paris, 
1733-63, 12 vols. 4to., continued by members of the Academie des 
inscriptions et belles-lettres, 1814 sqq. — Bouquet: Recueil des histo- 
riens des Qaules et de la France . Paris, 1738-1865, 22 vols. fol.; new 
ed. 1867 sqq. Guizot: Histoire generate de la civilisation en Europe 
et en France depuis la chute de V empire romain jusqu 1 d la revolution 
frangaise. Paris, 1830, 6 vols., and many editions, also two English 
translations. — OzANAM : La civilisation chretienne chez les Francs , 
Paris, 1849, 

(5) For Spain: The works of Isidore of Seville. Comp. Balmez: 
European Civilization , in Spanish, Barcelona, 1842- ? 44, in 4 vols. ; 
transl. into French and English (against Guizot and in the interest 
of Romanism). 

(6) For England: The works and biographies of Bede, Alcuin, Al- 
fred. Monumenta Historica Brittannica y ed. by Petrie, Sharpe, 
and Hardy. Lond., 1848 (the first vol. extends to the Norman 
conquest). Rerum Britannicarum medii cevi Scriptores , or Chronicles 
and Memorials of Great Britain . London, 1858-1865, 55 vols. 8vo. 
Comp. J. R. Lumby : Greek Learning in the Western Church during 
the Seventh and Eighth Centuries . Cambridge, 1878. 

(7) For Germany: The works and biographies of Bonifacius, Charle- 
magne, Rabanus Maurus. The Scriptores in the Monumenta Ger- 
manics historica, ed. Pertz and others, Han., 1826 sqq. (from 500 to 
1500) ; also in a small ed. Scriptores rer. Germ, in usum scholarum, 
1840-1866, 16 vols. 8vo. Wilhelm Wattenbach : Deutschlands 
Geschichtsquellen im Mittelalter his zur Mitte des 13. Jahrhunderts . 
Berlin, 1858, 4th ed., 1877-78, 2 vols. 

(8) On the era of Charlemagne in particular: J. J. Ampere: Histoire 
litUraire de la France avant Charlemagne (second ed., 1867, 2 vols.), 
and Histoire litteraire de la France sous Charlemagne et durant les 
X e et XI* silcles. Paris, 1868. — Bahr: De litter . studiis a Carolo 
M. revocatis ac schola Palatina . Heidelb., 1856. — J. Bass Mullin- 
ger: The Schools of Charles the Great, and the Restoration of Educa- 
tion in the Ninth Century . London, 1877.— Ebert: Die liter . Rewe- 
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gang zur Zeit Karls des Gr., in “Deutsche Rundscliau,” XI. 1877. 
Comp, also Rettbekg : Kirchengeschichie Deutschlands, 1 . 427 sqq., 
and the works quoted on p. 236. The poetry of the Carolingian age 
is collected in two magnificent volumes by E. Dummleb: Pottce 
Latini JEvi Carolini. Berlin, 2 vols. in 3 parts, 1880-’84 (in the 
Saryptorum series of the Mon. Germania). 

§ 135. Literary Character of the Early Middle Ages. 

The prevailing character of this period in sacred learning is 
a faithful traditionalism which saved the remains of the ancient 
classical and Christian literature, and transferred them to a new 
soil. The six centuries which intervene between the downfall 
of the West Roman Empire (476) and the age of Hildebrand 
(1049-1085), are a period of transition from an effete heathen 
to a new Christian civilization, and from patristic to scholastic 
theology. It was a period of darkness with the signs of ap- 
proaching daylight. The fathers were dead, and the schoolmen 
were not yet born. The best that could be done was to pre- 
serve the inheritance of the past for the benefit of the future. 
The productive power was exhausted, and gave way to imita- 
tion and compilation. Literary industry took the place of 
independent investigation. 

The Greek church kept up the connection with classical and 
patristic learning, and adhered closely to the teaching of the 
JSTicene fathers and the seven oecumenical councils. The Latin 
church bowed before the authority of St. Augustin and St. Je- 
rome. The East had more learning; the West had more 
practical energy, which showed itself chiefly in the missionary 
field. The Greek church, with her head turned towards the 
past, tenaciously maintains to this day the doctrinal position of 
the eighth century; the Latin church, looking to the future, 
passed through a deep night of ignorance, but gathered new 
strength from new blood. The Greek church presents ancient 
Christianity at rest ; while the Latin church of the middle ages 
is Christianity in motion towards the modern era. 
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§ 136. Learning in the Eastern Church. 

The Eastern church had the advantage over the Western in 
the knowledge of the Greek language, which gave her direct 
access to the Greek Testament, the Greek classics, and the 
Greek fathers ; but, on the other hand, she had to suffer from 
the Mohammedan invasions, and from the intrigues and inter- 
meddling of a despotic court. 

The most flourishing seats of patristic learning, Alexandria 
and Antioch, were lost by the conquests of Islam. The im- 
mense library at Alexandria was burned by order of Omar 
(638), who reasoned: “If these writings of the Greeks agree 
with the book of God (the Koran), they are useless and need 
not be preserved; if they disagree, they are pernicious and 
ought to be destroyed.” 1 In the eighth century, however, the 
Saracens themselves began to cultivate learning, to translate 
Greek authors, to collect large libraries in Bagdad, Cairo, and 
Cordova. The age of Arabic learning continued about five 
hundred years, till the irruption of the Moguls. It had a 
stimulating effect upon the scholarship of the church, especially 
upon the development of scholastic philosophy, through the 
writings of Averroes of Cordova (d. 1198), the translator and 
commentator of Aristotle. 

Constantinople was the centre of the literary activity of the 
Greek church during the middle ages. Here or in the imme- 
diate vicinity (Chaleedon, Nicsea) the oecumenical councils were 
held; here were the scholars, the libraries, the imperial patron- 
age, and all the facilities for the prosecution of studies. Many 
a library was destroyed, but always replaced again. 2 Thessalo- 

1 Gibbon (ch- 50) donbts this fact, related by Abulpharagius and other 
Mohammedan authorities; but Von Hammer, Silv. de Sacy, and other Ori- 
ental scholars accept it as well authenticated. See the note of Smith in his 
edition of Gibbon (vol. V. 358 sq.). The library was variously estimated as 
containing from four to seven hundred thousand volumes. 

1 A library of 120,000 volumes, begun by Constantins and Julian the Apos- 
tate, was burned by accident under Basiliscus (478). Another Constantino- 
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nica and Mount Athos were also important seats of learning, 
especially in the twelfth century. 

The Latin was the official language of the Byzantine court, 
and Justinian, who regained, after a divorce of sixty years, the 
dominion of ancient Rome through the valor of Belisarius 
(536), asserted the proud title of Emperor of the Romans, and 
published his code of laws in Latin. But the Greek always 
was and remained the language of the people, of literature, phi- 
losophy, and theology. 

Classical learning revived in the ninth century under the 
patronage of the court. The reigns of Caesar Bardas (860-366), 
Basilius I. the Macedonian (867-886), Leo VI. the Philosopher 
(886-911), who was himself an author, Constantine YU. Por- 
phyrogenitus (911-959), likewise an author, mark the most 
prosperous period of Byzantine literature. The family of the 
Comneni, who upheld the power of the sinking empire from 
1057 to 1185, continued the literary patronage, and the Em- 
press Eudocia and the Princess Anna Comnena cultivated the 
art of rhetoric and the study of philosophy. 

Even during the confusion of the crusades and the disasters 
which overtook the empire, the love for learning continued; 
and when .Constantinople at last fell into the hands of the 
Turks, Greek scholarship took refuge in the West, kindled the 
renaissance, and became an important factor in the preparation 
for the Reformation. 

The Byzantine literature presents a vast mass of learning 
without an animating, controlling and organizing genius. “The 
Greeks of Constantinople,” says Gibbon, 1 with some rhetorical 
exaggeration, “held in their lifeless hands the riches of the 
fathers, without inheriting the spirit which had created and 

politan library of 33,000 volumes perished in the reign of the iconoclastic 
Leo the Isanrian, who is made responsible for the calamity by Cedrenos and 
other orthodox historians. 

1 Dedme and FaU, Oh. Lin. (V - 529). 
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improved that sacred patrimony : they read, they praised, they 
compiled; but their languid souls seemed alike incapable of 
thought and action. In the revolution of ten centuries, not a 
single discovery was made to exalt the dignity or promote the 
happiness of mankind. Not a single idea has been added to 
the speculative systems of antiquity; and a succession of patient 
disciples became in their turn the dogmatic teachers of the next 
servile generation. Not a single composition of history, philo- 
sophy or literature has been saved from oblivion by the intrin- 
sic beauties of style or sentiment, of original fancy, and even of 
successful imitation. . . . The leaders of the Greek church were 
humbly content to admire and copy the oracles of antiquity, 
nor did the schools or pulpit produce any rivals of the fame of 
Athanasius and Chrysostom.” 

The theological controversies developed dialectical skill, a 
love for metaphysical subtleties, and an over-estimate of theo- 
retical orthodoxy at the expense of practical piety. The Mono- 
theletic controversy resulted in an addition to the christological 
creed; the iconoclastic controversy determined the character of 
public worship and the relation of religion to art. 

The most gifted Eastern divines were Maximus Confessor in 
the seventh, John of Damascus in the eighth, and Photius in 
the ninth century. Maximus, the hero of Monotheletism, was 
an acute and profound thinker, and the first to utilize the 
pseudo-Dyonysian philosophy in support of a mystic ortho- 
doxy. John of Damascus, the champion of image-worship, 
systematized the doctrines of the orthodox fathers, especially 
the three great Cappadocians, Basil, Gregory of Nazianzum, 
and Gregory of Nyssa, and produced a monumental work on 
theology which enjoys to this day the same authority in the 
Greek church as the <c Summa ” of Thomas Aquinas in the 
Latin. Photius, the antagonist of Pope Nicolas, was the great- 
est scholar of his age, who read and digested with independent 
judgment all ancient heathen and Christian books on philology, 
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philosophy, theology, canon law, history, medicine, and general 
literature. In extent of information and fertility of pen he had 
a successor in Michael Psellus (d. 1106). 

Exegesis was cultivated by CEcumenius in the tenth, Theo- 
phylact in the eleventh, and Euthymius Zygabenus in the 
twelfth century. They compiled the valuable exegetical col- 
lections called “Catenae.” 1 Simeon Metaphrastes (about 900) 
wrote legendary biographies and eulogies of one hundred and 
twenty-two saints. Suidas, in the eleventh century, prepared a 
Lexicon, which contains much valuable philological and his- 
torical information. 2 3 The Byzantine historians, Theophanes, 
Syncellus, Cedrenus, Leo Grammaticus, and others, describe the 
political and ecclesiastical events of the slowly declining empire. 
The most eminent scholar of the twelfth century was Eusta- 
thius, Archbishop of Thessalonica, best known as the commen- 
tator of Homer, but deserving a high place also as a theologian, 
ecclesiastical ruler, and reformer of monasticism. 

§ 137. Christian Platonism and the Pseudo-Dionysian Writings. 

LITERATURE. 

I. Best ed. of Pseudo-Dionysius in Greek and Latin by Balthasar Cords - 
Hus (Jesuit), Antwerp, 1634; reprinted at Paris, 1644; Venice, 1755; 
Brixise, 1854; and by Migne, in “Patrol. Gr.,” Tom. III. and IV., 
Paris, 1857, with the scholia of Pachymeres, St. Maximus, and va- 

1 So called from being connected like chains, oetpat, catenae . Other terms 
are: eicirofiai or avXkoyal IpfiijvetQv , glossoe, postiMae. Among Latin collections 
of that kind, the Catena Aurea of Thomas Aquinas on the Gospels is the most 
famous. See Fabricius, Bibliotk Grceca , vol. VII., and Noesselt, Be Catenis 
Patrvm Ghraecorum in N. T. Hal., 1762. What these Cateruz did for patristic 
exegesis, the Qritid Sacri (London, 1660 sqq.; Frankfort, 1695 sqq.; Amster- 
dam, 1698-1732, with supplements, 13 vols.), and Matthew Poole’s Synopsis 

(London, 1669 sqq., an abridgment of the former) did for the exegesis of the 
reformers and other commentators of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

3 Still indispensable to Greek scholars, and important to theologians and 
historians for the biblical glosses, the explanations of theological terms, and 
the biographical and literary notices of ecclesiastical writers. Best editions 
by Gaisford (Oxford, 1834), and Berahardy (Halle, 1853, 4 vols.). 
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rions dissertations on the life and writings of Dionysius. French 
translations by Darjboy (1845), and Dulac (1865). German transl. 
by Engelhardt (see below). An English transl. of the Mystical 
Theology in Everard’s Gospel Treasures, London, 1653. 

II. Older treatises by Latooy: De Areopagitids Hilduini (Paris, 1641); 
and De duabus Dionysiis (Par., 1660). Pere Siemond: Dissert in 
qua ostenditur Dion . Paris . et Dion . Areop . discrimen (Par., 1641). J. 
Daille: De scriptis quce sub Dionys . Areop . et Ignatii Antioch . no- 
minibus drcumferuntur (Geneva, 1666, reproduced by Engelhardt). 

III. Engelhaedt: Die angeblichen Schriften des Areop . Dion, ubersetzt 
und mit Abhandl. begleitet (Sulzbach, 1823) ; De Dion . Platonizanle 
(Erlangen, 1820); and De Origine script Dion . Areop. (Erlangen, 
1823). VOGT: Neuplatonismus und Christenthum. Berlin, 1836. G. 
A. Meyee: Dionys. Areop . Halle, 1845. L. Montet: Les livres du 
Pseudo-Dionys., 1848. Neander: III. 169 sqq.; 466 sq. Gieselee: 
I. 468; II. 103 sq. Batje: Gesch. der Lehre v. der Dreieinighdt und 
Menschwerdung Gottes , II. 251-263. Dorner : Entw. Gesch. der L. 
v . d. Pers. Christi, II. 196-203. Fe. Hipler: Dionys . der Areopagite. 
Regensb., 1861. E. Bohmee: Dion. Areop., 1864. Westcott: Dion. 
Areop. in the “Contemp. Review” for May, 1867 (with good trans- 
lations of characteristic passages). Joh. Niemeyer: Dion. Areop . 
doctrina philos. et theolog. Halle, 1869. Dean Colet: On the Hie- 
rarchies of Dionysius. 1869. J. FOWLER: On St Dion, in relation 
to Christian Art, in the “Sacristy,” Febr., 1872. Kakakis: Dionys. 
der Areop. nach sdnem Character als Philosoph. Leipz., 1881. Mol- 
LER in “Herzog” 2 III. 617 sqq.; and Lupton in “Smith & Wace,” 
1. 841 sqq. Comp, the Histories of Philosophy by Rittee, II. 514 
Bqq., and Ueberweg (Am. ed.), II. 349-352. 

THE REAL AND THE FICTITIOUS DIONYSIUS. 

The tendency to mystic speculation was kept up and nour- 
ished chiefly through the writings which exhibit a fusion of 
Neo-Platonism and Christianity, and which go under the name 
of Dionysius Areopagita, the distinguished Athenian convert 
of St. Paul (Acts 17 : 34). He was, according to a tradition of 
the second century, the first bishop of Athens. 1 In the ninth 

1 Dionysius of Corinth (d. 170) in Euseb., Hist. Ecd. XII. 4; IV. 23. So 

also in Const. Apost VII. 46. Nothing is said in these passages of his mar- 
tyrdom, which is an nncertain tradition of later date. Quadratus, the oldest 
Christian writer of Athens, makes no mention of him. Suidas (eleventh cen- 
tury), in his Lexicon, sub Atovbctog 6 'kpzmayinis (KustePs ed., Cambridge, 
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century, when the French became acquainted with his supposed 
writings, he was confounded with St Denis, the first bishop of 
Paris and patron saint of France, who lived and died about two 
hundred years after the Areopagite . 1 He thus became, by a 
glaring anachronism, the connecting link between Athens and 
Paris, between Greek philosophy and Christian theology, and 
acquired an almost apostolic authority. He furnishes one of 
the most rema r kable examples of the posthumous influence of 
unknown authorship and of the power of the dead over the 
living. For centuries he was regarded as the prince of theolo- 
gians. He represented to the Greek and Latin church the eso- 

1705, vol. I. 598-600), says that Dionysius visited Egypt in the reign of Tibe- 
rius, witnessed with a Mend at Heliopolis the extraordinary eclipse of the 
sun which occurred at the time of the crucifixion (comp, the 7th Ep. of Dion.) ; 
that he was converted by Paul and elected bishop of the Athenians ; that he 
excelled in all secular and sacred learning, and was so profound that his works 
seem to be the productions of a celestial and divine faculty rather than of a 
human genius. He knows nothing of the French Dionysius. 

1 According to the oldest authorities (Sulpicius Severus, d. 410, and Gregoiy 
of Tours, d. 595, see his Hist Franc . 1. 28), the French Dionysius belongs to the 
middle of the third century, and died a martyr either under Decius (249-251) 
or under Aurelian (270-273). Afterwards he was put back to the first century. 
The confusion of the French martyr with the Areopagite of the same name is 
traced to Hilduin, abbot of St. Denis, A. D. 835, who at the request of the 
Emperor Louis the Pious compiled an uncritical collection of the traditions 
concerning Dionysius (Areopagitica). Gieseler (II. 103) traces it further back 
to the age of Charlemagne and the Acta Dionys., which were first printed in 
the Acta Sand. mens. Oct. IY. 792. After that time it was currently believed 
that Dionysius was sent by Pope Clement of Rome to Gaul with twelve com- 
panions, or (according to another tradition) with a presbyter Rusticus, and a 
deacon Eleutherius, and that he suffered martyrdom with them under Domi- 
tian. His identity with the Areopagite became almost an article of faith; and 
when Abelard dared to call it in question, he was expelled from St. Denis as a 
dangerous heretic. It has been conclusively disproved by Launoy, Sirmond, 
Morinus, Le Nourry, Dailld ; and yet it still finds defenders among French 
Catholics, e. g. the Archbishop Darboy of Paris, who was shot by the Commune 
in May, 1871. The Abb4 Dulac thus epigrammatically expresses this ex- 
ploded tradition ( CEhivres de Saint Denis, 1865, p. 13): u Ne dans Alh&nes, Im- 
t&ce 6! Orient, it meurt & I/utlce, Athtenes d! Occident; snccessivement epoux de dews 
iglises, dont Vune possidera son borceau, et l* autre sa tombe. Montmartre vaudra 
la cottme de Mars* 9 
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terie wisdom of the gospel, and the mysterious harmony between 
faith and r eason and between the celestial and terrestrial hier- 
archy. 

Pseudo-Dionysius is a philosophical counterpart of Pseudo- 
Xsidor : both are pious frauds in the interest of the catholic sys- 
tem, the one with regard to theology, the other with regard to 
church polity ; both reflect the uncritical character of mediaeval 
Christianity; both derived from the belief in their antiquity a 
fictitious importance far beyond their intrinsic merits. Doubts 
were entertained of the genuineness of the Areopagitica by Lau- 
rentius Valla, Erasmus, and Cardinal Cajetan ; but it was only 
in the seventeenth century that the illusion of the identity of 
Pseudo-Dionysius with the apostolic convert and the patron- 
saint of Prance was finally dispelled by the torch of historical 
criticism. Since that time his writings have lost their authority 
and attraction; but they will always occupy a prominent place 
among the curiosities of literature, and among the most remark- 
able systems of mystic philosophy. 

AUTHORSHIP. 

Who is the real author of those productions? The writer 
is called simply Dionysius, and only once . 1 He repeatedly 
mentions an unknown Hierotheos, as his teacher; but he praises 
also “the divine Paul,” as the spiritual guide of both, and ad- 
dresses persons who bear apostolic names, as Timothy, Titus, 
Caius, Polycarp, and St. John. He refers to a visit he made 
with Hierotheos, and with James, the brother of the Lord (ddel- 
fdtfeoc), and Peter, “the chief and noblest head of the inspired 
apostles,” to gaze upon the (dead) body of her (Mary) who was 
“the beginning of life and the recipient of God;” on which 
occasion Hierotheos gave utterance to their feelings in ecstatic 
hymns. It is Evident then that he either lived in the apostolic 
age and its surroundings, or that he transferred himself back in 

1 In Ep. YU. 3, where Agollophanes addresses him: “0 Dionysius.” 
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imagination to that age. 1 The former alternative is impossible. 
The inflated style, the reference to later persons (as Ignatius of 
Antioch and Clement of Alexandria), the acquaintance with 
Neo-Platonic ideas, the appeal to the “old tradition” (apycua 
Ttapddooa ;) of the church as well as the Scriptures, and the 
elaborate system of church polity and ritual which he presup- 
poses, clearly prove his post-apostolic origin. He was not 
known to Eusebius or Jeroihe or any ecclesiastical author be- 
fore 533. In that year his writings were first mentioned in a 
conference between orthodox bishops and heretical Severians at 
Constantinople under Justinian I. 2 The Severians quoted them 
as an authority for their Monophysitic Christology and against 
tiie Council of Chalcedon; and in reply to the objection that 
they were unknown, they asserted that Cyril of Alexandria had 
used them against the Nestorians. If this be so, they must 
have existed before 444, when Cyril died; but no trace can be 
found in Cyril’s writings. On the other hand, Dionysius pre- 
supposes the christological controversies of the fifth century, and 
shows a leaning to Monophysitic views, and a familiarity with 
the last and best representatives of Neo-Platonism, especially 
with Proclus, who died in Athens, A. D. 485. The resem- 
blance is so strong that the admirers of Dionysius charged 
Proclus with plagiarism. 3 The writer then was a Christian 
Neo-Platonist who wrote towards the close of the fifth or the 
beginning of the sixth century in Greece or in Egypt, and who 
by a literary fiction clothed his religious speculations with the 
name and authority of the first Christian bishop of Athens/ 

1 Hipler and Bohmer assume that those names do not refer to the well-known 
apostolic characters, but this is untenable. 

3 See the CoUaiio Catholicorum cum Severianis in Mansi, VEIL 817 sqq , and 
an account of the conference in Walch’s Ketzergmhichte, VII 134 sqq. 

3 Westcott asserts (p. 6) that the coincidences with Damascius, the second in 
succession from Proclus, and the last Platonic teacher at Athens, are even 
more remarkable. He was of Syrian origin. 

4 Different conjectures as to the author, time and place of composition: 1) A 
pseudonymous Dionysius (of Egypt) at the end of the fifth century. Gieseler, 
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In the same way the pseudo-Clementine writings were assigned 
to the first bishop of Borne. 

THE FORTUNES OF PSEUDO-DIONYSIUS. 

Pseudo-Dionysius appears first in the interest of the her etical 
doctrine of one nature and one will in the person of Christ. 1 
But he soon commended himself even more to orthodox theolo- 
gians. He was commented on by Johannes Scythopolitanus in 
the sixth century, and by St Maximus Confessor in the seventh. 
John of Damascus often quotes him as high authority. Even 
Photius, who as a critic doubted the genuineness, numbers him 
among the great church teachers and praises his depth of 
thought. 1 

In the West the writings of Pseudo-Dionysius were first 

noticed about 590 by Pope Gregory I., who probably became 

acquainted with them while ambassador at Constantinople. 

Pope Hadrian I. mentions them in a letter to Charlemagne. 

* 

Engelhard t, Domer, and others. 2) Dionysius of Alexandria, d. 265. Bara- 
tier. 3) Another Dionysius of the fourth century. 4) During the Eutychian 
and Nev torian controversies. Le Nourry. 5) A Pseudo-DionyBitis of the third 
century, who wished to introduce the Eleusynian mysteries into the church. 
Baumga.?ten Crusius. 6) Apollinaris the elder, d. 360. 7) Apollinaris the 
younger, d. 370. Laurentius Valla. S) Synesius of Ptolemais, c. 410. La 
Croze. Sf) Peter Gnapheus or Fullo, patriarch of Constantinople. Le Quien. 
10) A writer in Edessa, or under the influence of the Edessene school, between 
480 and 520. Westcott — See the Prolegomena of Le Nourry, De Rubeis, 
Cordenus, in the first vol. of Migne’s ed., and Lupton, l. e. 

1 The Monothelites appealed to a passage in Bp. IV. ad C&ium. See Hefele, 
IIL 127 sq. Domer (II. 196 sqq.) correctly represents the mystic Christology 
of Pseudo- Dionysius as a connecting link between Monophysitism and the 
orthodox dogma. 

* The first book which he notices in his Bibliotheca” (about 845) is a de- 
fense of the genuineness of the Dionysian writings by a presbyter Theodoras, 
who mentions four objections: 1) they were unknown to the earlier fathers; 2) 
they are not mentioned in the catalogues of writings by Eusebius; 3) they are 
filled with comments on church traditions which grew by degrees long after 
the apostolic age; 4) they quote an epistle of Ignatius, written on his way to 
marfyrdom under Trajan. Photius seems to think that the objections are 
stronger than the answers of Theodoras. See Neander, III. 170; Westcott^ 
l p. 4, and Hergenrother, Fhotm, III. 29 and 331. 
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The Emperor Michael II. the Stammerer, sent a copy to Louis 
the Pious, 827. Their arrival at St. Denis on the eve of the 
feast of the saint who reposed there, was followed by no less 
than nineteen miraculous cures in the neighborhood. They 
naturally recalled the memory of the patron-saint of Prance, 
and were traced to his authorship. The emperor instructed 
Hilduin, the abbot of St. Denis, to translate them into Latin ; 
but his scholarship was not equal to the task. John Sco- 
tus Erigena, the best Greek scholar in the West, at the re- 
quest of Charles the Bald, prepared a literal translation with 
comments, about 850, and praised the author as “venerable 
alike for his antiquity and for the sublimity of the heavenly 
mysteries” with which he dealt. 1 Pope Nicolas I. complained 
that the work had not been sent to him for approval, “accord- 
ing to the custom of the church” (861); but a few years later 
Anas tasius, the papal librarian, highly commended it (c. 865). 

The Areopagitica stimulated an intuitive and speculative bent 
of mind, and became an important factor in the development of 
scholastic and mystic theology. Hugo of St. Victor, Peter the 
Lombard, Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Robert Grosse- 
teste, and Dionysius Carthusianus wrote commentaries on them, 
and drew from them inspiration for their own writings. 2 The 
Platonists of the Italian renaissance likewise were influenced 
by them. 

Dante places Dionysius among the theologians in the heaven 
of the sun: 

“Thou seest next the lustre of that taper, 

Which in the flesh below looked most within 
The angelic nature and its ministry.”* 

1 Other Latin versions were made afterwards by Johannes Sarracinus in the 
twelfth century, by Ambrosius Camaldulensis in the fifteenth, by Corderius in 
the seventeenth. 

* St. Thomas^ the “ Angelic Doctor,” is so fall of quotations from Dionysius 
that Gordearius says, he drew from him u totam fere doctrinam theolofficcm .” See 
Migne 1. 96. 

* Paradiso, X. 116. 
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Luther called him a dreamer, and this was one of his hereti- 
cal views which the Sorbonne of Paris condemned. 

THE SEVERAL WRITINGS. 

The Dionysian writings, as far as preserved, are four treatises 
addressed to Timothy, his "fellow-presbyter,” namely: 1) On 
the Celestial Hierarchy (itepi rqz obpaviat; Upapylaz). 2) On 
the Ecclesiastical Hierarchy (itepc rye ixxAyoiaoTaaji; kpap%tac). 
3) On the Divine Names [itepc d-eem dvopdzm). 4) On Mys- 
tic Theology (itepc pxxrzcxip deoAoj-cat;). To these are added 
ten letters addressed to various persons of the apostolic age. 1 

THE SYSTEM OP DIONYSIUS. 

These books reveal the same authorship and the same system 
of mystic symbolism, in which Neo-Platonism and Christianity 
are interwoven. The last phase of Hellenic philosophy which 
heretofore had been hostile to the church, is here made subser- 
vient to it. The connecting ideas are the progressive revelation 
of the infinite, the hierarchic triads, the negative conception of 
evil, and the striving of man after mystic union with the tran- 
scendent God. The system is a counterpart of the Grseco- 
Jewish theology of Philo of Alexandria, who in similar maimer 
mingled the Platonic philosophy with the Mosaic religion. 
The Areopagite and Philo teach theology in the garb of philo- 
sophy; both appeal to Scripture, tradition, and reason; both go 
behind the letter of the Bible and the facts of history to a 
deeper symbolic and allegoric meaning; both adulterate the 
revealed truths by foreign elements. But Philo is confined to 
the Old Testament, and ignores the New, which was then not 
yet written; while the system of the Areopagite is a sort of 
philosophy of Christianity. 

The Areopagite reverently ascends the heights and sounds 

1 An eleventh letter which exists only in Latin (said to have been written 
by Scotns Erigena), and a Latin Liturgy of Dionysius (published by fienaudot 
and in Migne’s ed. L 1123-1132), are spurious. 
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the depths of metaphysical and religious speculation, and makes 
the impression of profound insight and sublime spirituality; 
and hence he exerted such a charm upon the great schoolmen 
and mystics of the middle ages. But he abounds in repetitions; 
he covers the poverty of thought with high-sounding phrases ; 
he uses the terminology of the Hellenic mysteries ; 1 and his 
style is artificial, turgid, involved, and monotonous. 

The unity of the Godhead and the hierarchical order of the 
universe are the two leading ideas of the Areopagite. He de- 
scends from the divine unity through a succession of manifesta- 
tions to variety, and ascends back again to mystic union with 
God. His text, we may say, is the sentence of St. Paul : “ Prom 
God, and through God, and unto God, are all things” (Bom. 
11 : 36 ). 

He starts from the Neo-Platonic conception of the Godhead, 
as a being which transcends all being and existence , 2 and yet is 
the beginning and the end of all existence, as unknowable and 
yet the source of all reason and knowledge, as nameless and 
inexpressible and yet giving names to all things, as a simple 
unity and yet causing all variety. He describes God as “a 
unity of three persons, who with his loving providence pene- 
trates to all things, from super-celestial essences to the last 
things of earth, as being the beginning and cause of all beings, 
beyond all beginning, and enfolding all things transcendentally 
in his infinite embrace.” If we would know God, we must go 
out of ourselves and become absorbed in Him. All being pro- 
ceeds from God by a sort of emanation, and tends upward to 
him. 

Hie world forms a double hierarchy, that is, as he defines it, 
“a holy order, and science, and activity or energy, assimilated 

1 As for the three stages of spiritual ascent, Mapoic, /ibi/mc, refeioot f, and 
the verb broTrrehecr&ai, %. e, to be admitted to the highest grade at mysteries, to 
become an kn Sirnjc or pioryc. For other rare words see the vocabulary of 
Dion, in Migne, 1. 1134 sqq., and II. 23 sqq. 

1 rb hv i ncepovotov , das uberseiende Scin . 
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as far as possible to the godlike and elevated to the imitation of 
God in proportion to the divine illuminations conceded to it.” 
There are two hierarchies, one in heaven, and one on earth, each 
with three triadic degrees. 

The celestial or supermundane hierarchy consists of angelic 
b eing s in three orders: 1) thrones, cherubim, and seraphim, in 
the immediate presence of God ; 2) powers, mights, and domi- 
nions; 3) angels (in the narrower sense), archangels, and prin- 
cipalities. 1 The first order is illuminated, purified and perfected 
by God, the second order by the first, the third by the second. 

The earthly or ecclesiastical hierarchy is a reflex of the hea- 
venly, and a school to train us up to the closest possible com- 
munion with God. Its orders form the lower steps of the 
heavenly ladder which reaches in its summit to the throne of 
God. It requires sensible symbols or sacraments, which, like 
the parables of our Lord, serve the double purpose of revealing 
the truth to the holy and hiding it from the profane. The first 
and highest triad of the ecclesiastical hierarchy are the sacra- 
ments of baptism which is called illumination [tpdiriap.d) J the 
eucharist (<rum«c, gathering, communion), which is the most 

1 Or, in the descending order, they are: 

(a) ff€pa$w t x s P° v PWi $p6voi. 

(b) Kvpi67ijre$ t tiwapeic, kJ-ovoiat. 

(c) bpx&h apxdyyeXoty byyeTuou 

Five of these orders are derived from St Paul, Eph. 1 : 21 (apxfi, kgowta, 
dvvafiic, Kvpc6m) f and Col. 1 : 16 (&p6voi } Kvpi6Tijrec, apxai , kfowriat) ; the other 
four (cepatifi, xepovfip, apxayyetot, ayyshjt) are likewise biblical designations 
of angelic beings, but nowhere mentioned in this order. Thomas Aquinas, in 
his doctrine of angels, closely follows Dionysius, quoting him literally, or 
more frequently interpreting his meaning. Dante introduced the three celes- 
tial triads into his Diviiut Ommedia (Paradiso, Canto XXVIII. 97 sqq.) : 

"These orders upward all of them are gazing, 

And downward so prevail, that unto God 
They all attracted are and all attract. 

And Dionysius with so great desire 
To contemplate these orders set himself 
He named them and distinguished them as I do,” 

(Longfdlovts trandatum.) 
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sacred of consecrations, and the holy unction or chrism which 
represents our perfecting. Three other sacraments are men- 
tioned: the ordination of priests, the consecration of monks, 
and the rites of burial, especially the anointing of the dead. 
The three orders of the ministry form the second triad . 1 The 
third triad consists of monks, the holy laity, and the catechu- 
mens. 

These two hierarchies with their nine-fold orders of heavenly 
and earthly ministrations are, so to speak, the machinery of 
God’s government and of his self-communication to man. They 
express the divine law of subordination and mutual dependence 
of the different ranks of beings. 

The Divine Names or attributes, which are the subject of a 
long treatise, disclose to us through veils and shadows the foun- 
tain-head of all life and light, thought and desire. The good- 
ness, the beauty, and the loveliness of God shine forth upon all 
created things, like the rays of the sun, and attract all to Him- 
self. How then can evil exist? Evil is nothing real and posi- 
tive, but only a negation, a defect. Cold is the absence of heat, 
darkness is the absence of light ; so is evil the absence of good- 
ness. But how then can God punish evil? For the answer to 
this question the author refers to another treatise which is lost.* 

The Mystic Theology briefly shows the way by which the 
human soul ascends to mystic union with God as previously set 
forth under the Divine Names. The soul now rises above 
signs and symbols, above earthly conceptions and definitions to 
the pure knowledge and intuition of God. 

Dionysius distinguishes between eataphatic or affirmative theo- 
logy,® and apophatic or negative theology . 4 The former descends 
from the infinite God, as the unity of all names, to the finite 

1 They are not called bishop, priest, and deacon, but Upapxvt, kptfit, and 
XeerovpySe. Yet Dionysius writes to Timothy as irptof}vnpo{ rp ovpirptefhripy. 

* Hepl Sucaiov ntdi deiov Suauonipum. 

* Karcufiariicic, affirmative, from Kara^iaaica (*or fyi/pt), to affirm. 

* airofarucSt, negative, from airofdoKo (air6$ti/u), to deny. 
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and manifold; the latter ascends from the finite and manifold 
to God, until it reaches fhat height of sublimity where it be- 
comes completely passive, its voice is stilled, and man is united 
with the nameless, unspeakable, super-essential Being of Beings. 

The ten Letters treat of separate theological or moral topics, 
and are addressed, four to Caius, a monk (^epaarerayc), one to 
Dorotheus, a deacon (hiroopyos), one to Sosipater, a priest 
(Ispetic), one to Demophilus, a monk, one to Polycarp (called 
tepdpXVS, no doubt the well-known bishop of Smyrna), one to 
Titus {kpdpzrjs, bishop of Crete), and the tenth to John, “the 
theologian,” L e. the Apostle John at Patmos, foretelling his 
future release from exile. 

DIONYSIAN LEGENDS. 

Two legends of the Pseudo-Dionysian writings have passed 
in exaggerated forms into Latin Breviaries ,and other books 
of devotion. One is his gathering with the apostles around the 
death-bed of the Virgin Mary . 1 The other is the exclamation 
of Dionysius when he witnessed at Heliopolis in Egypt the 
miraculous solar eclipse at the time of the crucifixion : 2 “ Either 
the God of nature is suffering, or He sympathizes with a suffer- 
ing God .” 3 No such sentence occurs in the writings of Diony- 

1 See above p. 592, and TJepl detent bvofiar. cap. III. 2 (ed. of Migne, I. 682 
sq.) Comp, the lengthy discussion of Baronius, Arvnal. ad arm. 48. In this 
connection St. Peter is called by Dionysius KopvtpcuaKal irpeopvT&TTj tqv dtoT&yurv 
cucp&njc (suprema ista aique anliquissima summitas theologorum). Corderius (see 
Migne 1, 686) regards this as “firmissimum argwnmtum proprimatu Petri et 
eonsequmter (?) Pcmtificum Bomanorum ejusd&m successorum” 

1 Matt 27: 45; Mark 15: 33; Luke 23 : 44. See the notes in Lange, on 
Matthew, p. 525 (Am. ed.). 

* The exclamation is variously given : <5 hyvocroc h caput iehxsxti deSc (by 
Syngelns); or # rd deiov irdaxei, % r£ rrdcxovn avfiiracxet (“ Aut Deux patitwr, 
aut patient i compatitwr ’*) ; or, as the Roman Breviary has it: “ Aut Deas naturae 
patitur, aut mundi machina dissolwturp u Either the God of nature is suffering, or 
the fabric of the world is breaking up.” See Corderius in his annotations to 
Ep. VIT., in Migne, 1. 1083, and Halloix, in Vita S. Dion., ibid . II. 698. The 
exclamation of Dionysius is sometimes (even by so accurate a scholar as Dr. 
Westcott, l. c., p. 8) erroneously traced to the 7th Ep. of Dion., as a response 
to the exclamation of Apollophanes. 
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sms as his own utterance; but a similar one is attributed by him 
to the sophist Apollophanes, his fellow-student at Heliopolis. 1 

The Homan Breviary has given solemn sanction, for devo- 
tional purposes, to several historical errors connected with 
Dionysius the Areopagite : 1) his identity with the French St. 
Denis of the third century; 2) his authorship of the books 
upon “The Names of God,” upon “The Orders in Heaven and 
in the Church,” upon “The Mystic Theology,” and “divers 
others,” which cannot have been written before the end of the 
fifth century; 3) his witness of the supernatural eclipse at the 
time of the crucifixion, and his exclamation just referred to, 
which he himself ascribes to Apollophanes. The Breviary also 
relates that Dionysius was sent by Pope Clement of Rome 
to Gaul with Rusticus, a priest, and Eleutherius, a deacon; 
that he was tortured with fire upon a grating, and beheaded 
with an axe on the 9th day of October in Domitian’s reign, 
being over a hundred years old, but that “after his head was 
cut off, he took it in his hands and walked two hundred paces, 
carrying it all the while!”* 

§ 138. Prevailing Ignorance in the Western Church. 

The ancient Homan civilization began to decline soon after 
the reign of the Antonines, and was overthrown at last by the 
Northern barbarians. The treasures of literature and art were 
buried, and a dark night settled over Europe. The few scho- 
lals felt isolated and sad. Gregory of Tours (540-594) com- 
plains, in the Preface to his Church History of the Franks, 

1 In Ep. VIL 2, where Dionysius asks Polycarp to silence the objections of 
Apollophanes to Christianity and to remind him of that incident when he 
exclaimed: ravra, £ nale Aiovvctt, afiotpal irpayfiaruv, “Istiz, o prcedare 
Dwnysij divinarum sunt imssUudines rerum.' 9 The same incident is alluded to 
in the spurious eleventh letter addressed to Apollophanes himself. So Suidas 
also gives the exclamation of Apollophanes, sub verba Am. 

* Bren. Bom. for Oct. 9, in the English ed. of the Marquess of Bute, vol. II. 
1311. Even Alban Butler, in his Lives of the Saints (Oct 9), rejects the fable 
of the identity of the two DionysiL 
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that the study of letters had nearly perished from Gaul, and 
that no man could be found who was able to commit to writing 
the events of the times . 1 

“Middle Ages” and “Dark Ages” have become synonymous 
terms. The tenth century is emphatically called the iron age, 
or the scecidum obscurum . 2 The seventh and eighth were no bet- 
ter . 3 Corruption of morals went hand in hand with ignorance. 
It is reported that when the papacy had sunk to the lowest 
depth of degradation, there was scarcely a person in Kome who 
knew the first elements of letters. We hear complaints of 
priests who did not know even the Lord’s Prayer and the 
Creed. If we judge by the number of works, the seventh, 
eighth and tenth centuries were the least productive; the ninth 
was the most productive; there was a slight increase of pro- 
ductiveness in the eleventh over the tenth, a much greater one 
in the twelfth, but again a decline in the thirteenth century . 4 


1 In Migne’s ed., Tom. LXXIX. 159. 

* According to the terminology of Cave and others, the 7th century is called 
ScRCuhm Monothdeticum; the eighth, S. Eiccmodasticum ; the ninth, S. Photia- 
mm; the eleventh, & Hildebrandinum ; the twelfth, S. Waldense ; the thir- 
teenth, 8. Seholasticum ; the fourteenth, S. Wicldevianum ; the fifteenth, 8. 
Synodale; the sixteenth, S. Reformations. All one-sided or wrong except 
the last Historical periods do not run parallel with centuries. 

* Hallam (Lit. of Europe , etc., ch. 1, 2 10) puts the seventh and eighth cen- 
turies far beneath the tenth as to illumination in France, and quotes Meinerg 
who makes the same assertion in regard to Germany. Guizot dates French 
civilization from the tenth century; hut it began rather with Charlemagne in 
the eighth. 

4 In Migneta Patrologia Latina the number of volumes which contain the 
works of Latin writers, is as follows: 

Writers of the seventh century, Tom. 80-88 8 vols. 
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Hone of those centuries comes up to the Nicene and post-Hicene ages. 
Migne gives to Augustine alone 12, and to Jerome 11 volumes, and both of 
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But we must not be misled by isolated facts into sweeping 
generalities. For England and Germany the tenth century was 
in advance of the ninth. In France the eighth and ninth cen- 
turies produced the seeds of a new culture which were indeed 
covered by winter frosts, but not destroyed, and which bore 
abundant fruit in the eleventh and twelfth. 

Secular and sacred learning was confined to the clergy and 
the monks. The great mass of the laity, including the nobility, 
could neither read nor write, and most contracts were signed 
with the mark of the cross. Even the Emperor Charlemagne 
wrote only with difficulty. The people depended for their 
limited knowledge on the teaching of a poorly educated priest- 
hood. But several emperors and kings, especially Charlemagne 
and Alfred, were liberal patrons of learning and even contribu- 
tors to literature. 

SCARCITY OP LIBRARIES. 

One of the chief causes of the prevailing ignorance was the 
scarcity of books. The old libraries were destroyed by ruthless 
barbarians and the ravages of war. After the conquest of 
Alexandria by the Saracens, the cultivation and exportation of 
Egyptian papyrus ceased, and parchment or vellum, which took 
its place, was so expensive that complete copies of the Bible 
cost as much as a palace or a farm. Xing Alfred paid eight 
acres of land for one volume of a cosmography. Hence the 
custom of chaining valuable books, which continued even to 
the sixteenth century. Hence also the custom of erasing the 
original text of manuscripts of classical works, to give place to 
worthless monkish legends and ascetic homilies. Even the 
Bible was sometimes submitted to this process, and thus “the 
word of God was made void by the traditions of men .” 1 

these were no compilers, bnt original writers. The contrast between the liter- 
ary poverty of the middle ages and the exuberant riches of the sixteenth or 
nineteenth century is still greater ; but of course the invention of the art of 
printing and ail the modern facilities of education must be taken into account. 

1 One of the most important uncial manuscripts of the Scriptures, the Codex 
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The libraries of conventual and cathedral schools were often 
limited to half a dozen or a dozen volumes, such as a Latin 
Bible or portions of it, the liturgical books, some works of St. 
Augustin and St. Gregory, Cassiodorus and Boethius, the gram- 
mars of Donatus and Priscianus, the poems of Virgil and 
Horace. Most of the books had to be imported from Italy, 
especially from Borne. 

The introduction of cotton paper in the tenth or eleventh 
century, and of linen paper in the twelfth, facilitated the mul- 
tiplication of books. 1 

§ 139. Educational Efforts of the Church. 

The mediaeval church is often unjustly charged with hostility 
to secular learning. Pope Gregory I. is made responsible for 
the destruction of the Bibliotheca Palatina and the classical 
statues in Borne. But this rests on an unreliable tradition of 
very late date. 2 Gregory was himself, next to Isidore of Seville 
(on whom he conferred the pall, in 599), the best scholar and 
most popular writer of his age, and is lauded by his biographers 
and Gregory of Tours as a patron of learning. If he made 
some disparaging remarks about Latin grammar and syntax, in 
two letters addressed to bishops, they must be understood as a 
protest against an over-estimate of these lower studies and of 

Epfcraem (G), is a palimpsest (codex rescripts), bnt the original text can with 
difficulty be deciphered, and has beat published by Tischendorf (Lipeise, 
1848). See SchafFs Companion to the Greet Testament, p. 120 sq., and Gre- 
gory’s Prolegomena, to Tischendorf ’s eighth critical ed. of the Gr. Test (Leip- 
zig, 1884), 1. 366 sq. 

1 The oldest manuscript on cotton paper in the British Museum is dated 
1049 ; the oldest in the National Library of Paris, 1050. The oldest dated 
specimen of linen paper is said to be a treaty of peace between the kings of 
Aragon and Castile of 1177. 

* The testimony of John of Salisbury in the twelfth century (c. 1172) is more 
than neutralized by opposite contemporary testimonies, and is justly rejected 
by Bayle (Diction.), Heeren (L 66), Gregorovius, Neander (III. 150 sq.), Baur 
( Dogmengeseh. IL 4), and Ebert (L 525). Gieseler (L 490 sq.) speaks of ‘‘the 
monkish contempt of Gregory for the liberal sciences;” bnt he adds that “the 
later traditions of his hostility to all literature are not to be fully believed.” 
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heathen writers, as compared with higher episcopal duties, and 
with that allegorical interpretation of the Bible which he car- 
ried to arbitrary excess in his own exposition of Job. 1 * In the 
Commentary on Kings ascribed to him, he commends the 
study of the liberal arts as a useful and necessary means for 
the proper understanding of the Scriptures, and refers in sup- 
port to the examples of Moses, Isaiah, and St. Paul* We 
may say then that he was an advocate of learning and art, but 
in subordination and subserviency to the interests of the Ca- 
tholic church. This has been the attitude of the papal chair 
ever since. 3 4 

The preservation and study of ancient literature during the 
entire mediaeval period are due chiefly to the clergy and monks, 
and a few secular rulers. The convents were the nurseries of 
manuscripts. 

The connection with classical antiquity was never entirely 
broken. Boethius (beheaded at Pavia, c. 525), and Cassio- 
dorus (who retired to the monastery of Viviers, and died there 
about 570), both statesmen under Theodoric, the Ostrogothic 
king of Italy, form the connecting links between ancient and 
mediaeval learning. They were the last of the old Romans; 
they dipped the pen of Cicero and Seneca in barbaric ink, 1 and 
stimulated the rising energies of the Romanic and Germanic 
nations: Boethius by his “ Consolation of Philosophy” (written 

1 Ep. ad Ltandrum, prefixed to his Expos, of Job, and Ep. ad Desiderkm, 
XI. 54 ( Opera, ed. Migne, HI. 1171). 

1 The author of this commentary represents it as a device of the evil spirit 
to dissuade Christians from liberal studies, “vl et seeularia neseiant et ad tub- 
limitatem spiritualium non pertingant.” 

* The Vatican library, which can be traced back to Pope Nicolas V., is per- 
haps the most valuable in the world for manuscripts (a g. the Cod. B. of the 
Greek Bible) and important ecclesiastical documents, but also one of the most 
inaccessible to outsiders. The present Pope Leo XIII. has liberalized the 
management, but under the exclusive direction of cardinals and in the inte- 
rest of the Roman church (1883). 

4 “Boetitu barbara verba mueuit Latinie.” Opera, ed. Migne, II. 578. 
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in prison ), 1 Cassiodorus by his encyclopaedic u Institutes of Divine 
Letters” a brief introduction to the profitable study of the Holy 
Scriptures . 2 The former looked back to Greek philosophy; the 
latter looked forward to Christian theology. The influence of 
their writings was enhanced by the scarcity of books beyond 
their intrinsic merits. 

Boethius has had the singular fortune of enjoying the reputa- 
tion of a saint and martyr who was put to death, not for alleged 
political treason, but for defending orthodoxy against the Arian- 
ism of Theodoric. He is assigned by Dante to the fourth heaven 
in company with Albertus Magnus, Thomas Aquinas, Gratian, 
Peter the Lombard, Dionysius the Areopagite, and other great 
teachers of the church : 

“The saintly soul that maketh manifest 

The world’s deceitfulness to all who hear well, 

Is feasting on the sight of every good. 

The body, whence it was expelled, is lying 
Down in Cieldauro, and horn martyrdom 
And exile rose the soul to such a peace.” s 

1 De (hrmbtime Philosophies Libri F M first printed, Venice, 1497 ; best ed. 
by Theod. Obbarius, Jen«, 1843, in Migne’s ed., I. 578-862. Boethius trans- 
lated also works of Aristotle, and wrote books on arithmetic, geometry, rheto- 
ric^ and music; but the theological works which bear his name, De sanrta 
Trinitate, De duabus naturis et una persona Christi, Fidei Confmio sen Brevis 
Institutio rdigionis Christiana s, based upon the Aristotelian categories and drawn 
in great part from St. Augustin, are not mentioned before Alcuin and Hino 
mar, three centuries after his death, and are probably the production of an*- 
other Boethius^ or of the martyr St Severinus, with whom he was confounded. 
The most complete edition of his works is that of Migne in two vols. (in the 
“Patrol. Lat,” Tom. 63 and 64). Comp. Fr. Nitzsch, Das System des Boethius 
und die ihm zugeschrUbenen theol. Schriften (Berlin, 1860) ; Dean Stanley’s arti- 
cle in Smith’s “ Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography,” I. 496; and 
Jourdain, De V origins des traditions swr le christimisme de Bolce, Paris, 3861. 

* De Institutions Dwinamm IMerarum, in 33 clips., in Migne, Tom. 70, col. 
1106-1150. Cassiodorus wrote also a work on the liberal Arts, twelve books 
of Varieties (letters, edicts, and rescripts), a Tripartite Church-History from 
Constantine to his time (an epitome of Sozomen, Socrates, Theodoret), and 
commentaries. Best edition is that of Migne, “Patrol. I^at.” in 2 vols. (vols. 
69 and 70.) He will he more fully discussed in the next chapter, \ 153. 

* Paradnxo, X. 125-129. Cieldauro or Cleldoro is the church Pietro in 
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And yet it is doubtful whether Boethius was a Christian at all. 
He was indeed intimate with Cassiodorus and lived in a Christian 
atmosphere, which accounts for the moral elevation of his philo- 
sophy. But, if we except a few Christian phrases , 1 his “ Con- 
solation” might almost have been written by a noble heathen 
of the school of Plato or Seneca. It is an echo of Greek philo- 
sophy; it takes an optimistic view of life; it breathes a beauti- 
ful spirit of resignation and hope, and derives comfort from a 
firm belief in God, in an all-ruling providence, and in prayer, 
but is totally silent about Christ and his gospel . 1 It is a dia- 
logue partly in prose and partly in verse between the author 
and philosophy in the garb of a dignified woman (who acts as 
his celestial guide, like Dante’s Beatrice). The work enjoyed 
an extraordinary popularity throughout the middle ages, and 
was translated into several languages, Greek, Old High Ger- 
man (by Notker of St. Gall), Anglo-Saxon (by King Alfred), 
Norman English (by Chaucer), French (by Meun), and He- 
brew (by, Ben Banshet). Gibbon admires it all the more 
for its ignoring Christianity, and calls it "a golden volume 
not unworthy of the leisure of Plato or Tully, but which claims 
incomparable merit from the barbarism of the times and the 
situation of the author. The celestial guide whom he had so 
long invoked at Rome and Athens, now condescended to illu- 
mine his dungeon, to revive his courage, and to pour into his 
wounds her salutary balm. . . . From the earth Boethius ascended 
to heaven in search of the Supreme Good j explored the meta- 
physical labyrinth of chance and destiny, of prescience and free- 
will, of lime and eternity; and generously attempted to reeon- 

Ciel d’oro at Pavia, where Liutprand, King of the Lombards, erected a monu- 
ment to BoSthius, about 726. So says Karl Witte, in Dante AMghierUe OotUiche 
Komodie (1865), p. 676. 

* As angelica, virtue, cocetenm, pwrgatoria dementia. 

1 Some suppose that he reserved this for a sixth book which he was pre- 
vented from writing; others read Christianity into the work by allegorical 
interpretation, or supplement it by theological works falsely ascribed to him. 
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cile the perfect attributes of Deity with the apparent disorders 
of his moral and physical’government .” 1 

GREEK AND HEBREW LEARNING. 

The original languages of the Scriptures were little under- 
stood in the West. The Latin took the place of the Greek as 
a literary and sacred language, and formed a bond of union 
among scholars of different nationalities. As a spoken language 
it rapidly degenerated under the influx of barbaric dialects, but 
gave birth in the course of time to the musical Romanic lan- 
guages of Southern Europe. 

The Hebrew, which very few of the fathers (Origen and 
Jerome) had understood, continued to live in the Synagogue, 
and among eminent Jewish grammarians and commentators of 
the Old Testament; but it was not revived in the Christian 
Church till shortly before the Reformation. Very few of the 
divines of our period (Isidore, and, perhaps, Scotus Erigena) 
show any trace of Hebrew learning. 

The Greek, which had been used almost exclusively, even by 
writers of the Western church, till the time of Tertullian and 
Cyprian, gave way to the Latin. Hence the great majority of 
Western divines could not read even the New Testament in the 

1 Decline and Fall, Ch. 39 (vol. IV. 138). Ebert ( Gesch . der christl. lot. Lit, 
I. 472) assumes a partial influence of Christianity upon this work. “Boetius” 
he says, “war nur dn Namenchrist , aber dock immerhin dn solcher ; die erste 
ehristliche Erziehung war kdneswegs spurlos an ihm vorubergegangen. Sdn Werk 
ruht Tswar sdnem ganzen Qehalt rack auf der heidniscbantihen Philosophic , haupt- 
sdchlidf dem, Platonismus , und zwar in der neuplatonischen Form , wie schon dne 
sehr fluchtiqe Kmniniss desselben alsbald zdgt, und in alien Binzdheiten, frdlich 
nickt ohne dmge TJebertrdbung, von Nitesch nachgewiesen warden ist ; aber das 
Werk erhalt nicht bloss durch das starke Hervortreten stoischromischer Ethik dntn 
christlirhen Amchein » sondcm diese nimmt Mer auch mitunier in der That dne 
spedfisch chrisdiche Fdrbung an, wie es denn selbst auch an Reminiscenzen aus der 
Bibel nicht gnnzfehlt. Hochsl merkwurdig ist, wie in diesem Werke d*>s letzten der 
romischen Philosophen, wie Zeller ihn mit JRccfU nennt, diese verschiedenen, mm 
Thed ganz heterogenen Elements dch durchdringen zu dner dock einigen Gesammtr 
wirkwnq in Folqe des sitllichen Moments, worin seine, wie uberhaupt des romiscken 
EkkkUeimus Starke beruht.” 
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original. Pope Gregory did not know Greek, although he 
lived several years as papal ambassador in Constantinople. The 
same is true of most of the schoolmen down to the sixteenth 
century. 

But there were not a few honorable exceptions. 1 The Mono- 
theletic and Iconoclastic controversies brought the Greek and 
the Latin churches into lively contact. The conflict between 
Photius and Nicolas stimulated Latin divines to self-defence. 

As to Italy, the Greek continued to be spoken in the Greek 
colonies in Calabria and Sicily down to the eleventh century. 
Boethius was familiar with the Greek philosophers. Cassiodo- 
rus often gives the Greek equivalents for Latin technical terms. 2 

Several popes of this period were Greeks by birth, as Theo- 
dore L (642), John VI. (701), John VII. (705), Zachary (741); 
while others were Syrians, as John V. (685), Sergius I. (687), 
Sisinnius (708), Constantine I. (708), Gregory III. (731). — 
Zachary translated Gregory’s “Dialogues” from Latin into 
Greek. Pope Paul I. (757 — 768) took pains to spread a know- 
ledge of Greek and sent several Greek books, including a 
grammar, some works of Aristotle, and Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, to King Pepin of France. He provided Greek service 
for several monks who had been banished from the East by 
the iconoclastic emperor Copronymus. Anastasius, librarian of 
the Vatican, translated the canons of the eighth general Conn- 

1 Comp. Cramer, De Greeds medii aem studvis, and the pamphlet of Lnmby 
quoted on p. 584. 

2 E. g. in De Artibus , etc., cap. 1 (in Migne’s ed. IL 1154) : “ Nminis partes 
sunt: 

Qualitas, itoiStvc* 

Comparatio, aityicpituc. 

Genus , yhog. 

Numervs, apt&pdg. 

Figura, offliia. 

Casus, irroaig.' 9 

In the same work he gives the divisions of philosophy and the categories of 
Aristotle in Greek and Latin, and uses such words as fftog, nddog, napiKpaaig, ava- 
crdaig, avriyichffia, avriaraatg , npayparucg, airdded-Lg, brixeip^uara, etc. 
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cil of Constantinople (869) into Latin by order of Pope Ha- 
drian II. 1 

Isidore of Seville (d. 636) mentions a learned Spanish bishop, 
John of Gerona, -who in his youth had studied seven years in 
Constantinople. He himself quotes in his “Etymologies” from 
many Greek authors, and is described as “learned in Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew.” 

Ireland was for a long time in advance of England, and sent 
learned missionaries to the sister island as well as to the Conti- 
nent. That Greek was not unknown there, is evident from 
Scotus Erigena. 

England derived her knowledge of Greek from Archbishop 
'Theodore, who was a native of Tarsus, educated in Athens 
and appointed by the pope to the see of Canterbury (A. D. 
668 ). 2 He and his companion Hadrian, 3 an Italian abbot of 
African descent, spread Greek learning among the clergy. Bede 
says that some of their disciples were living in his day who 
were as well versed in Greek and Latin as in their native 
Saxon. Among these must be mentioned Aldhelm, bishop 
of Sherborne, and Tobias, bishop of Rochester (d. 726). 4 The 
Venerable Bede (d. 735) gives evidence of Greek knowledge in 
his commentaries, 5 his references to a Greek Codex of the Acts 
of the Apostles, and especially in his book on the Aj*t of Poetry.® 

In France, Greek began to be studied under Charles the 
Great. Alcuin (d. 804) brought some knowledge of it from 

1 See Hefele, IV. 385 sq. 

1 Bede (Hist. End. IY. 1) calls him “vir et sceculari et dmm Uteratura et 
Grace instructs* et Latine.” Pope Zachary speaks of Theodore as “Aiheni* 
eruditus” and “ Grceco-Latinus philosophua.” 

3 William of Malmesbury calls this Hadrian “a fountain of letters and a 
river of arts.” 

4 L. «. IV. c. 2, and V- 8, 23. 

* He qnotes e. g. In Luc. 6: 2 the Greek, for Sobbohm secundum primm 
fdrorepArpormi). Opera, ed. Migne, III. 392. 

* be Arte Kebrico, Opera, L 150-176. Be explains here the different metres 
of Greek poetry. 
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his native England, but his references may all have been de- 
rived from Jerome and Cassiodorus. 1 Paulus Diaconus fre- 
quently uses Greek words. Charlemagne himself learned Greek, 
and the I/ihri Carolini show a familiarity with the details of 
the image-controversy of the Greek Church. His sister Giesela, 
who was abbess of Challes near Paris, uses a few Greek words 
in Latin letters, 2 in her correspondence with Alcuin, though 
these may have been derived from the Latin. 

The greatest Greek scholar of the ninth century, and of the 
whole period in the West was John Scotus Erigena (850), who 
was of Irish birth and education, but lived in France at the 
court of Charles the Bald. He displays his knowledge in his 
Latin books, translated the pseudo- Dionysian writings, and at- 
tempted original Greek composition. 

In Germany, Babanus Maurus, Haymo of Halberstadt, and 
Walafrid Strabo had some knowledge of Greek, but not sufficient 
to be of any material use in the interpretation of the Scriptures. 

THE COURSE OP STUDY . 3 

Education was carried on in the cathedral and conventual 
schools, and these prepared the way for the Universities which 
began to be founded in the twelfth century. 

The course of secular learning embraced the so-called seven 
liberal arts, namely, grammar, dialectics (logic), rhetoric, music, 
arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy. The first three consti- 
tuted the Trivium, the other four the Quadrwivm .* Seven, 
three, and four were all regarded as sacred numbers. The 

1 Lmnby ( l . c., p. 15) mentions his allusions to Eusebius, Athanasius, and 
Chrysostom, and a few familiar words, as «r«nawroc, jrapojlMnjf, and av&paxoc. 

1 As paradeigma, gaeophylaoia, paraditus. 

* Comp, besides the lit. already quoted on p. 584, the following: Hepfe: 
Baa Schiuhmm dea Mittdatiera. Marburg, 1860. KAmmel: MtttdaUerUehes 
Sehdwesen, in Schmid’s “ Encykl. des gesammten Erziehungs und Unter- 
ricbswesens.” Gotha. Bd. IV. (1865), p. 766-826. 

4 The division is expressed in the memorial lines: 

“ Orammatiea loquitur, Bialeetica verba docet, Bhetorica verba colorat; 

Muaiea emit, ArUhmetwa nvmcrat, Geometria ponderat, Astrommia eotit astro? 
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division is derived from St. Augustin, 1 and was adopted by 
Boethius and Cassiodorus. The first and most popular com- 
pend of the middle ages was the book of Cassiodorus, De Septem 
Disdplim is. 2 

These studies were preparatory to sacred learning, which was 
based upon the Latin Bible and the Latin fathers. 

THE CHIEF THEOLOGIANS. 

A few divines embraced all the secular and religious know- 
ledge of their age. In Spain, Isidore of Seville (d. 636) 
was the most learned man at the end of the sixth and the begin- 
ning of the seventh century. His twenty books of “ Origins” 
or “ Etymologies” embrace the entire contents of the seven 
liberal arts, together with theology, jurisprudence, medicine, 
natural history, etc., and show familiarity with Plato, Aristotle, 
Boethius, Demosthenes, Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, Anacreon, 
Herodotus, Cicero, Horace, Yirgil, Ovid, Terence, Juvenal, 
Caesar, Livy, Sallust. 3 The Venerable Bede occupied the 
same height of encyclopaedic knowledge a century later. 
Alcuin was the leading divine of the Carolingian age. 
From his school proceeded Rabantts Matjrtjs, the founder of 
learning and higher education in Germany. 4 Sootus Erigena 
(d. about 877) was a marvel not only of learning, but also of 
independent thought, in the reign of Charles the Bald, and 
showed, by prophetic anticipation, the latent capacity of the 
Western church for speculative theology.® With Berengar and 

1 De Ordime, n, c. 12 sqq., in Migne’s ed. of Augustin, Tom. I. 1011 sqq. 
Augustin connects poetica with musica. 

1 Or, De Artibus oe Disciplines Liberalium Literarum, in Migne’s ed. of Gas* 
siodori Opera, IL 1150-1218- It is exceedingly meagre if judged by the stan- 
dard of modern learning, but very useful for the middle ages. 

3 "However we may be disposed to treat the labors of Isidore with something 
of contempt, it is probably not possible to overrate the value and usefulness of 
this treatise to the age in which he lived, and indeed for many ages it was the 
most available handbook to which the world had access.” Smith & Wace III. 308. 
Comp, below 3 155. 

* See below 3 169. * Comp. 33 123 and 175, 
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Lanfranc, in the middle of the eleventh century, dialectical 
skill was applied in opposing and defending the dogma of tran- 
substantiation . 1 The doctrinal controversies about adoption- 
ism, predestination, and the real presence stimulated the study 
of the Scriptures and of the fathers, and kept alive the intel- 
lectual activity. 

BIBLICAL STUDIES. 

The literature of the Latin church embraced penitential 
books, homilies, annals, translations, compilations, polemic dis- 
cussions, and commentaries. The last are the most impor- 
tant, but fall far below the achievements of the fathers and 
reformers. 

Exegesis was cultivated in an exclusively practical and homi- 
letics! spirit and aim by Gregory the Great, Isidore, Bede, 
Alcuin, Claudius of Turin, Paschasius Radbertus, Rabanus Mau- 
rus, Haymo, Walafrid Strabo, and others. The Latin Vulgate 
was the text, and the Greek or Hebrew seldom referred to. 
Augustin and Jerome were the chief sources. Charlemagne 
felt the need of a revision of the corrupt text of the Vulgate, 
and entrusted Alcuin with the task. The theory of a verbal 
inspiration was generally accepted, and opposed only by Ago- 
bard of Lyons who confined inspiration to the sense and the 
arguments, but not to the “ ipsa eorporalia verba” 

The favorite mode of interpretation was the spiritual, that 
is, allegorical and mystical. The literal, that is, grammatico- 
historical exegesis was neglected. The spiritual interpretation 
was again divided into three ramifications : the allegorical 
proper, the moral, and the anagogical , 2 corresponding to the 
three cardinal virtues of the Christian : the first refers to faith 
(eredenda), the second to practice or charity (agenda), the third 
to hope (speranda, desideranda). Thus Jerusalem means lite- 

1 See 128-130. 

* From avayuymic, exalting, lifting up ; avayayfi, a leading up, is used In 
ecdemutual Greek for higher, spiritual interpretation. 
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rally or historically, the city in Palestine; allegorically, the 
church ; morally, the believing soul ; anagogically, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. The fourfold sense was expressed in the memorial 
verse: 

iC Litera GESTA docet; quid CBEDAS, AUegoria; 

Moralis, quid AGAS; quo tekdas, Anagogia” 

STOTES. 

St. Extcherxxts, bishop of Lyons, who was first (like Cyprian, and 
Ambrose) a distinguished layman, and father of four children, before he 
became a monk, and then a bishop, wrote in the middle of the fifth cen- 
tury (he died c. 450) a brief manual of mediaeval hermeneutics under 
the title Liber Formularum Spiritalis Intelligentice (Rom., 1564, etc., in 
Migne’s “ Patrol.” Tom. 50, col. 727-772). This work is often quoted by 
Bede and is sometimes erroneously ascribed to him. Eucherius shows 
an extensive knowledge of the Bible and a devout spirit. He anticipates 
many favorite interpretations of mediaeval commentators and mystics. 
He vindicates the allegorical method from the Scripture itself, and from 
its use of anthropomorphic and anthropopathic expressions which can not 
be understood literally. Yet he allows the literal sense its proper place 
in history as well as the moral and mystical. He identifies the Finger 
of God [Digitus Dei ) with the Spirit of God (cap. 2; comp. Luke 11 : 20 
with Matt. 12 : 28), and explains the several meanings of Jerusalem 
[ecdesia, Del anima, cap. 10), ark ( caro Dominica , corda sanctorum Deo 
plena , ecdesia intra quarn salvanda dauduntur), Babylon ( mundus , Roma, 
inimici),fures ( hcsretid et pseudoprophetes, gentes , vitia), chirographum, pac- 
tum, prceputium, circumcisio, etc. In the last chapter he treats of the sym- 
bolical significance of numbers, as l==Divine Unity; 2=the two cove- 
nants, the two chief commandments ; 3=the trinity in heaven and on 
earth (he quotes the spurious passage 1 John 5:7); 4=the four Gospels, 
the four rivers of Paradise ; 5=the five books of Moses, five loaves, five 
wounds of Christ (John 20 : 25); 6— the days of creation, the ages of 
the world ; 7=the day of rest, of perfection ; 8=the day of resurrection ; 
10=the Decalogue ; 12=the Apostles, the universal multitude of be- 
lievers, etc. 

The theoiy of the fourfold interpretation was more fully developed by 
Rabanus Matjbtxs (776-856), in his curious book, Allegories in Univer - 
sam Sacram Scripturam ( Opera , ed. Migne, Tom. VI. col. 849-1088). He 
calls the four senses the four daughters of wisdom, by whom she nourishes 
her children, giving to beginners drink in lade histories, to the believers 
food in pane cdlegoriee, to those engaged in good works encouragement in 
refedione tropologies, to those longing for heavenly rest delight in vino 
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anagogioe. He also gives the following definition at the beginning of the 
treatise : u Historia ad aptam rerum gestarum narrationem pertinet, gum 
et in super fide litterce continetur, et sic intelligitur sieut legitur. Allegoria 
vero aliquid in se plus continet , quod per hoc quod, locus \loquens\ de rei 
veritate.ad quiddam dat intelligendum de fidei puritate y et sanctm Ecclesice 
mysteria, sive prceserdia, sive futura, aliud dicens, aliud significant , semper 
autem figmentis et velatis ostendit Tropologia quoque et ipsa, sicut allego - 
ria , in figuratis , sive dictis, sivefactis , constat: sed in hoc ab allegoria distat 
quod ALLEGORIA quidem fidem , tropologia vero mdificat moralitem* 
Akagogia autem, sive velatis , sive apertis dictis , de cetemis supemce patriae 
gaudiis constat , et gum merces vel fidem rectam , vel vitam maneat sandam, 
verbis vel opertis , vel apertis demonstrat. Historia namque perfectorum 
exempla quce narrat, legentem ad imitoMonem sanctitatis exdtat ; allegoria 
in fidei revelatione ad cognitionem veritatis ; TROPOLOGIA in instrudione 
morum ad amorem virtutis ; ANAGOGIA in manifestations sempitemorum 
gaudiorum ad desiderium cetemce felicitaMs . In nostrm ergo animce dome 
HISTORIA fundamentum ponit ; ALLEGORIA parietes erigit ; ahagogia tec- 
tum supponit; tropologia vero tam interius per affectum quam exterius 
per effectum boni opens , variis omatibus depingit ” 

§ 140. Patronage of Letters by Charles the Great , and Charles 

the Bald. 

Comp. \\ 56, 90, 184 (pp. 236, 390, 584). 

Charlemagne stands out like a far-shining beacon-light in the 
darkness of his age. He is the founder of a new era of learn- 
ing, as well as of a new empire. He is the pioneer of French 
and German civilization. Great in war, he was greater still as 
a legislator and promoter of the arts of peace. He clearly saw 
that religion and education are the only solid and permanent 
basis of a state. In this respect he rose far above Alexander 
the Great and Caesar, and is unsurpassed by Christian rulers. 

He invited the best scholars from Italy and England to his 
court, — Peter of Pisa, Paul Warnefrid, Paulinus of Aquileia, 
Theodulph of Orleans, Alcuin of York. 1 They formed a sort of 
royal academy of sciences and arts, and held literary syraposiaes. 
Each member bore a nom, de plvme borrowed from the Bible or 
classic lore: the king presided as “ David” or u Solomon 99 ; 

1 * Twites les provinces de I’oceident” says Ozanam, “cmamrurent m grand 
ouvrage des fades carfamngienned 9 
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Alcuin, a great admirer of Horace and Virgil, was “Flaccus”; 
Angilbert (his son-in-law) was “Homerus ”j Einhard (his biog- 
rapher), “ Bezaleel,” after the skilful artificer of the Tabernacle 
(Ex. 31 : 2 ); Wizo, “ Candidus ” ; Arno, “Aquila Fredegisus, 
“ Nathanael ” ; Richbod, “ Macarius,” etc. Even ladies were 
not excluded: the emperor’s sister, Gisela, under the name 
“ Lucia ” ; his learned cousin, Gundrad, as “ Eulalia ; ” his 
daughter, Rotrude, as “ Columba.” He called Alcuin, whom 
he first met in Italy (781), his own “beloved teacher,” and he 
was himself his most docile pupil. He had an insatiable thirst 
for knowledge, and put all sorts of questions to him in his let- 
ters, even on the most difficult problems of theology. He 
learned in the years of his manhood the art of writing, the Latin 
grammar, a little Greek (that he might compare the Latin Tes- 
tament with the original), and acquired some knowledge of rhe- 
toric, dialectics, mathematics and astronomy. He delighted in 
reading the poets and historians of ancient Rome, and Augustin’s 
“ City of God.” He longed for a dozen Jeromes and Augustins, 
but Alcuin told him to be content since the Creator of heaven 
and earth had been pleased to give to the world only two such 
giants. He had some share in the composition of the JLibri 
Oarolini, which raised an enlightened protest against the super- 
stition of image-worship. Poems are also attributed to him or 
to his inspiration. He ordered Paul Warnefrid (Paulus Diaco- 
nus) to prepare a collection of the best homilies of the Latin 
fathers for the use of the churches, and published it with a 
preface in which he admonished the clergy to a diligent study of 
the Scriptures. Several Synods held during his reign (813) at 
Eheims, Tours, Chalons, Mainz, ordered the clergy to keep a 
Homiliarium and to translate the Latin sermons clearly into 
rutticam Romanam linguam aut Theotiscam, so that all might 
understand them. 

Charles aimed at the higher education not only of the clergy, 
but also of thehigher nobility and state offi cials - Tfia sons and 
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daughters were well informed. He issued a circular letter to all 
the bishops and abbots of his empire (787), urging them to 
establish schools in connection with cathedrals and convents. 
At a later period he rose even to the grand but premature scheme 
of popular education, and required in a capitulary (802) that 
every parent should send his sons to school that they might 
learn to read. Theodulph of Orleans (who died 821) directed 
the priests of his diocese to hold school in every town and vil- 
lage, 1 to receive the pupils with kindness, and not to ask pay, 
but to receive only voluntary gifts. 

The emperor founded the Court or Palace School (Schola 
Palatina ) for higher education and placed it under the direction 
of Alcuin. 2 * It was an imitation of the Pcedagogium ingenuorum 
of the Roman emperors. It followed him in his changing resi- 
dence to Aix-la-Chapelle, Worms, Frankfurt, Mainz, Regens- 
burg, Ingelheim, Paris. It was not the beginning of the Paris 
University, which is of much later date, but the chief nursery 
of educated clergymen, noblemen and statesmen of that age. It 
embraced in its course of study all the branch' $ of secular and 
sacred learning. 8 It became the model of si milar schools, old 
and new, at Tours, Lyons, Orleans, Rheims, Khartres, Troyes, 
Old Corbey and New Corbey, Metz, St. Gall, trecht, Luttich. 4 * * * 

The rich literature of the Carolingian age Rows the fruits of 
this imperial patronage and example. It vrte however, a for- 
eign rather than a native product. It was e ither French nor 
German, but essentially Latin, and so far afldiicial. Nor could 
it be otherwise ; for the Latin classics, the bektin Bible, and the 
Latin fathers were the only accessible soiflbs of learning, and 

1 “per villas et vicos” 

2 A similar school had existed before under the koviisgiax^ but did not 

accomplish much. 

* Comp. Oebeke, JDe academi a Caroli M. Aajcfl 184?. Philips, Karl der 

Or. im Kreise der Gdehrtm. Wien, 1856. 

* The Histoire litteraire de France, Tom. ITT lerSm fcbool twenty epis* 

copal schools in the kingdom of the Franks. 
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the French and German languages were not yet organs of liter- 
ature. This fact explains the speedy decay, as well as the sub- 
sequent revival in close connection with the Roman church. 

The creations of Charlemagne were threatened with utter 
destruction during the civil wars of his weak successors. But 
Charles the Bald, a son of Louis the Pious, and king of France 
(843-877), followed his grandfather in zeal for learning, and 
gave new lustre to the Palace School at Paris under the direction 
of John Scotus Erigena, whom he was liberal enough to protect, 
notwithstanding his eccentricities. The predestinarian contro- 
versy, and the first eucharistic controversy took place during his 
reign, and called forth a great deal of intellectual activity and 
learning, as shown in the writings of Rabanus Maurus, 
Hincmar, Remigius, Prudentius, Servatus Lupus, John Scotus 
Erigena, Paschasius Radbertus, and Ratramnus. We find 
among these writers the three tendencies, conservative, liberal, 
and speculative or mystic, which usually characterize periods of 
intellectual energy and literary productivity. 

After the death of Charles the Bald a darker night of igno- 
rance and barbarism settled on Europe than ever before. It 
lasted till towards the middle of the eleventh century, when the 
Berengar controversy on the eucharist roused the slumbering 
intellectual energies of the church, and prepared the way for the 
scholastic philosophy and theology of the twelfth century. 

The Carolingian male line lasted in Italy till 875, in Germany 
till 911, in France till 987. 

§ 141. Alfred the Great, and Education in England. 

Comp, the Jubilee edition of the Whole Works of Alfred the Great, 
icith Preliminary Essays illustrative of the History, Arts and Manners 
of the Ninth Century. London, 1858, 2 vols. The biographies of 
Alfred, quoted on p. 395, and Freeman's Old English History 1859. 

In England the beginning of culture was imported with 
Christianity by Augustin, the first archbishop of Canterbury, 
who brought with him the Bible, the church books, the writings 
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of Pope Gregory and the doctrines and practices of Roman Chris- 
tianity; but little progress was made for a century. Among 
his successors the Greek monk, Theodore of Tarsus (668-690), 
was most active in promoting education and discipline among the 
clergy. The most distinguished scholar of the Saxon period is 
the Venerable Bede (d. 735), who, as already stated, represented 
all historical, exegetical and general knowledge of his age. 
Egbert, archbishop of York, founded a flourishing school in 
York (732), from which proceeded Alcuin, the teacher and 
friend of Charlemagne. 

During the invasion of the heathen Danes and Normans 
many churches, convents and libraries were destroyed, and the 
clergy itself relapsed into barbarism so that they did not know 
the meaning of the Latin formulas which they used in public 
worship. 

In this period of wild confusion King Alfred the Great 
(871-901), in his twenty-second year, ascended the throne. He 
is first in war and first in peace of all the Anglo-Saxon rulers. 
What Charlemagne was for Germany and France, Alfred was 
for England. He conquered the forces of the Danes by land 
and by sea, delivered his country from foreign rule, and intro- 
duced a new era of Christian education. He invited scholars 
from the old British churches in Wales, from Ireland, and the 
Continent to influential positions. He made collections of choice 
sentences from the Bible and the fathers. In his thirty-sixth 
year he learned Latin from Asser, a monk of Wales, who after- 
wards wrote his biography. He himself, no doubt with the aid 
of scholars, translated several standard works from Latin into 
the Anglo-Saxon, and accompanied them with notes, namely a 
part of the Psalter, Boethius on the Consolation of Philosophy, 
Bede’s English Church History, Pope Gregory’s Pastoral Theo- 
logy, Augustin’s Meditations, the Universal History of Orosius, 
and iEsop’s Fables. He sent a copy of Gregory’s Pastoral 
Theology to every diocese for the benefit of the clergy. It is 
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due to his influence chiefly that the Scriptures and service-books 
at this period were illustrated by so many vernacular glosses. 

He stood in close connection with the Roman see, as the centre 
of ecclesiastical unity and civilization. He devoted half of his 
income to church and school. He founded a school in Oxford 
similar to the Schola Palatina; but the University of Oxford, 
like those of Cambridge and Paris, is of much later date (twelfth 
or thirteenth century). He seems to have conceived even the 
plan of a general education of the people. 1 Amid great physical 
infirmity (he had the epilepsy), he developed an extraordinary 
activity during a reign of twenty-nine years, and left; an endu- 
ring fame for purity and piety of character and unselfish devo- 
tion to the best interests of his people. 2 

His example of promoting learning in the vernacular lan- 
guage was followed by JDlfric, a grammarian, homilist and 
hagiographer. He has been identified with the archbishop 
JElfric of Canterbury (996-1009), and with the archbishop 
iElfric of York (1023-1051), but there are insuperable diffi- 
culties in either view. He calls himself simply “monk and 
priest.” He left behind him a series of eighty Anglo-Saxon 
Homilies for Sundays and great festivals, and another series for 
Anglo-Saxon Saints’ days, which were used as an authority in 
the Anglo-Saxon Church. 3 

1 In the preface to Gregory’s Pastoral^ he expresses his desire that every 
freeborn English youth might learn to read English. The work has also great 
philological importance, and was edited by H. Sweet in 1872 for the ‘‘Early 
English Text Society ” 

2 Freeman calls Alfred “the most perfect character in history,” a saint 
without superstition, a scholar without ostentation, a conqueror whose hands 
were never stained by cruelty. History of the Norman Conquest , I. 49, third 
ed. (1877) 

3 They were edited by Thorpe. See Wright’s Biograph Britan. Lit. (Anglo- 
Saxon Period), pp. 485, 486; and article “iElfric” in Leslie Stephen’s “Dic- 
tionary of National Biography.” London and New York, 1885, vol. 1. 164- 
166. 
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CHAPTEK XIV. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF ECCLESIASTICAL WRITERS. 

[This chapter, with the exception of the last four sections, has been 
prepared under my direction by the Rev. Samtjel IT. Jackson, M. k 
from the original sources, with the use of the best modem authori- 
ties, and has been revised, completed and adapted to the plan of the 
work. — P. S. 

§ 142 . Chronological List of the Principal Ecclesiastical Writers 
from the Sixth to the Twelfth Century. 


I. GREEK AUTHORS. 


St. Maximus Confessor 




c. 580-662* 

St. John of Damascus . 



• 

c. 676-754* 

Photius 


• 


c. 805-891* 

Simeon Metaphrastes . 


• 

• 

10th century. 

CEcumenius . 


• 

• 

10th century. 

Theophylact ; 



• 

11th century. 

Michael Psellus . 



* 

c. 1020-e. 1106 

Euthymius Zigabenus. 



• 

12th century. 

Eustathius of Thessalonica . 



% 

12th century. 

Nicetas Acominatos 


• 

• 

d. c. 1126 

II. LATIN 

AUTHORS. 


Cassiodorus .... 




c. 477 -c. 580 

St Gregory of Tours . 




538-594 

St. Gregory the Great . 




e. 540-604* 

St. Isidore of Seville . 




c. 560-636 

The Venerable Bede (Basda) 




674-735* 

Paulus Diaconus (Paul Warnefirid) 



e. 725-800 

St. Paulinus of Aquileia 




c. 726-804 

Alcuin 




735-804* 

Liudger 




e. 744-809 

Theodulph of Orleans . 




-821 

Eigil ..... 




-822 

Amalarius .... 




-837 


» See 22 109-112, pp. 495, 496, 498. 

1 See 22 94, 100-102, pp. 405 sq., 413, 450, 456. 

* See 22 67, 70, 107 and 108, pp. 304, 312 sqq, 476 sqq. 

* See 2 10, p. 30 sqq., and 22 60, 52, pp. 211 Bqq. 6 See 2 13, p. 40 sq. 

* See 2 116, p. 511 sqq. 
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Claudius of Turin 

• 





-839 1 

Agobard of Lyons 

• 





779-840“ 

Einhard (Eginhard) 

• 





c. 770-840 

Smaragdus . 

• 





-c. 840 

Jonas of Orleans . 

• 





-844 

Rabanus Maurus . 






c. 776-856® 

Haymo . 






c. 778-853 

Walafdd Strabo . 






c. 809-849 

Floras of Lyons . 






— c. 860 

Servatus Lupus . 






805—862 

Druthmar 






o. 860 

St. Paschasius Radbertus 





c. 790-865 5 

Ratramnus . 

• 





-c. 868* 

Hincmar of Rheims 

. 





e. 806-882 7 

Johannes Scotus Erigena 





e. 815-877® 

Anastasius . 

• 





-886 

Ratherius of Verona 

. 





c. 890-974 

Pope Sylvester II. (Gerbert) 




-1003® 

Fulhert of Chartres 

m 

0 




c. 950-1029 

Peter Damiani 

0 

0 




1007-1072 

Berengar 

0 

0 




c. 1000-1088* 

Lanfranc 

0 

0 




1005-1089“ 


§ 143. St Maximus Confessor. 

1 Maximus Confessor : Opera in Migne, Patrol . Or. Tom. XC., XCI., 
reprint of ed. of Fr. Combefis, Paris, 1673 (only the first two vol- 
umes ever appeared), with a few additional treatises from other 
sources. There is need of a complete critical edition. 

II. For his life and writings see his Acta in Migne, XC. col. 109-205 ; 
Vita Maximi (unknown authorship) col. 67-110 ; Acta Sanctorum, 
under Aug. 13 ,* Du Pin (Eng. transl., Lond. 1693 sqq.), VI. 24-58; 
Ceillier (second ed., Paris, 1857 sqq.), XI. 760-772. 

HI. For his relation to the Monotheletic controversy see C. W. Franz 
Walch: Historic der Kezereien, etc., IX. 60-499, sqq.; Neander: 
III. 171 sqq.; this History , IV. 409, 496-498. On other aspects 
see J . 1ST. Huber : Hie Philosophic der Kirchenvater. Miinchen, 1859. 
Josef Bach : Hie Hogmengeschichte des Mittelalters. Wien, 1873-75, 
2 parts, L 15-49. Of. Weser : Maximi Confessoris de incarnations 
et deificatione dodrina. Berlin, 1869. 

1 See 2 105, p. 472 sqq. * See 2 105, p. 471 sq. 

* See i 96, p. 426, and 2 120, p. 525 sq. 4 See| 127, p. 549. 

5 See 1 126, p. 546 sqq. 6 See \ 123, p. 529 sqq. 

T See 2 121, p. 528 sqq. 8 2? 64 and 65, pp. 292 and 295. 

9 See 22 128 and 129, p. 554 sqq.; 564 sqq. 10 See 2 130, p. 567 sqq. 
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As a sketch of St. Maximus Confessoe (c. 580-Aug. 13, 662) 
has been elsewhere given, 1 it is only necessary in this place to 
pass in review his literary activity, and state briefly his theo- 
logical position. 

Notwithstanding his frequent changes of residence, Maximus 
is one of the most prolific writers of the Greek Church, and by 
reason of his ability stands in the front rank. Forty-eight of 
his treatises have been printed, others exist in MS., and some 
are lost. By reason of his pregnant and spiritual thoughts 
he has always been popular with his readers, notwi thstanding 
his prolixity and frequent obscurity of which even Photius and 
Scotus Erigena complain. 

His Works may be divided into five classes. I. Exegetical. 
A follower of the Alexandrian school, he does not so much an- 
alyze and expound as allegorize, and make the text a starting 
point for theological digressions. He wrote (1) Questions [and 
Answers] upon difficult Scripture passages, 2 sixty-five in number 
addressed to Thalassius, a friend who had originally asked him 
the questions. The answers are sometimes very short, sometimes 
rich speculative essays. Thus he begins with a disquisition 
upon evil. Unless one is expert in allegorical and mystical 
writings, the answers of Maximus will be hard reading. He 
6eems to have felt this himself, for he added explanatory notes 
in different places. 3 (2) Questions, seventy-five in number, 
similar to the preceding, but briefer and less obscure. (3) Ex- 
position of Psalm, LIX* (4) The Lord’s Prayer. 6 Both are 
very mystical. 

II. Scholia upon Dionysius Areopagita and Gregory Nazian- 
zen, which were translated by Scotus Erigena (864).* 

III. Dogmatical and polemical. (1) Treatises. 7 The first 
twenty-five are in defense of the orthodox dyotheletic doctrine 

1 See pp. 409, 496-498. * Migne, XC. col 244-785. 

* l. c. col. 785-856. * l c col. 856-872. 

* l. e. col 872-909. * XCL coL 1032-1417. 

U e. col. 9-285. 
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(i. e. that there are in Christ two perfect natures, two wills 
and two operations) against the Severians. One treatise is on 
the Holy Trinity; another is on the procession of the Holy 
Spirit; the rest are upon cognate topics. (2) Debate with 
Pyrrhus (held July, 645) upon the Person of Christ, in favor 
of two wills. 1 It resulted in Pyrrhus’ retraction of his Mo- 
notheletic error. This work is easier to read than most of the 
others. (3) Five Dialogues on the Trinity? (4) On the Soul? 

IV. Ethical and ascetic. (1) On asceticism ? a dialogue be- 
tween an abbot and a young monk, upon the duties of the mo- 
nastic life. A famous treatise, very simple, clear and edifying 
for all Christians. It insists upon love to God, our neighbors 
and our enemies, and the renunciation of the world. (2) Chap- 
ters upon Charity? four in number, of one hundred aphorisms 
each, ascetic, dogmatic and mystical, added to the preceding, but 
not all are upon charity. There are Greek scholia upon this 
book. (3) Two Chapters, theological and ceconomical? each of 
one hundred aphorisms, upon the principles of theology. (4) 
Catena, 7 five chapters of one hundred aphorisms each, upon 
theology. 

V. Miscellaneous. (1) Initiation into the mysteries? an alle- 
gorical exposition of the Church and her worship. Incidentally 
it proves that the Greek liturgy has not changed since the 
seventh century. (2) Commonplaces? seventy-one sections, con- 
taining texts of Scripture and quotations from the Fathers, 
arranged under heads. (3) Letters ?° forty-five in number, on 
theological and moral matters; several are on the Severian 
heresy, others supply biographical details. Many of his let- 
ters exist in MS. only. (4) Hymns? 1 three in number. 


1 1. c. col. 288-353. 

* XCI. col. 353-361. 

* l e. cols. 960-1080. 
'U cols. 1177-1392. 
» l. c. cols. 721-1017. 


* Migne, XXVHI. coL 1116-1286, 

* XC. col. 912-956. 

* i. e. cols. 1084-1176. 

* XCI. cols. 657-717. 
w l. e. cols. 364-649. 


n l.e. cols. 1417-1424, and this vol., p. 409. 
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M axim us was the pupil of Dionysius A reopagita, and the 
teacher of John of Damascus and John Scotus Erigena, in the 
sense that he elucidated and developed the ideas of Dionysius, 
and in turn was an inspiration and guide to the latter. John of 
Damascus has perpetuated his influence in the Greek Church to 
the present day. Scotus Erigena introduced some of his works 
to Western Europe. The prominent points of the theology of 
Maximus are these : 1 Sin is not a positive quality, but an inborn 
defect in the creature. In Christ this defect is supplied, new 
life is imparted, and the power to obey the will of God is 
given. The Incarnation is thus the Divine remedy for sin’s 
awful consequences : the loss of free inclination to good, and the 
loss of immortality. Grace comes to man in consequence of 
Christ’s work. It is not the divine nature in itself but in union 
with the human nature which is the principle of atoning and 
saving grace. God is the fountain of all being and life, the 
alpha and omega of creation. By means of the Incarnation he 
is the Head of the kingdom of grace. Christ is fully Man, 
and not only fully God. This is the mystery of the Incarna- 
tion. Opposed to the Monophysites and Monothelites, Maximus 
exerts all his ingenuity to prove that the difference of natures in 
Christ requires two wills, a human and a divine will, not sepa- 
rated or mixed, but in harmony. Christ was bom from eternity 
from the Father, and in time from the Virgin, who was the 
veritable Mother of God. Christ’s will was a natural, human 
will, one of the energies of his human nature. The parallel to 
this union of the divine and human in Christ is the human soul 
wrought upon by the Holy Spirit. The divine life begins in 
faith, rules in love, and comes to its highest development in the 
contemplative life. The Christian fulfils the command to pray 
without ceasing, by constantly directing his mind to God in 
true piety and sincere aspiration. All rational essences shall 


1 Cf. Neander and Bach in loco ♦ 
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ultimately be re-united with God, and the final glorification of 
God will be by the complete destruction of all evil. 

An interesting point of a humane interest is his declaration 
that slavery is a dissolution, introduced by sin, of the original 
unity of human nature, and a denial of the original dignity of 
man, created after the image of God. 

§ 144. John of Damascus. 

Of. % 89 and 103. 

I. Joannes Damascenes: Opera omnia in Migne, Patrol. Or. Tom. 

XCIV.-XCVI. (reprint, with additions, of Lequien’s ed. Paris, 
1712. 2 vols. fol. 2d ed. Venice, 1748). 

II. John of Jerusalem : Vita Damasceni (Migne, XCIV. col. 429-489) ; 
the Prolegomena of Leo Allatius (/. c. 118-192). Perrier : Jean Da- 
mascene, sa vie et see Merits. Paris, 1862. F. H. J. Grtjndlehner : 
Johannes Damascenus. Utrecht, 1876 (in Dutch). Joseph Langen 
(Old-Catholic professor at Bonn) : Johannes von Damascus. Gotha, 
1879. J. H. Lepton : St. John of Damascus. London, 1882. Cf. 
De Pin, V. 103-106 ; Ceillieb, XII., 67-99 ; Schboeckh, XX., 
222-230; Neandeb, iii. passim; Felix Neve: Jean de D. et son 
influence en Orient sous les premiers khalifs , in “ Revue Beige et 
etrangere,” July and August, 1861. 

I. Life. John op Damascus, Saint and Doctor of the 
Eastern Church, last of the Greek Fathers, 1 was born in 
the city of Damascus in the fourth quarter of the seventh 
century. 2 3 His common epithet of Chrysorrhoas ( streaming with, 
gold) was given to him because of his eloquence, but also pro- 
bably in allusion to the river of that name, the Abana of Scrip- 
ture, the Barada of the present day, which flows through his 
native city, and makes it a blooming garden in the desert. Our 
knowledge of his life is mainly derived from the semi-legendary 
account of John of Jerusalem, who used an earlier Arabic biog- 
raphy of unknown authorship and date. 8 

i Grundlehner, p. 22; Langen, p. 20. 

* The usual date is 676. Grundlehner says (p. 19), “probably about the 
year 680.” 

3 This Life is summarized by Lupton, pp. 22-36. 
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The facts seem to be these. He sprang from a distinguished 
Christian family with the Arabic name of Mansur (ransomed). 
His father, Sergius, was treasurer to the Saracenic caliph, 
Abdulmeled (685—705), an office frequently held by Christians 
under the caliphs. His education was derived from Cosmas, 
a learned Italian monk, whom Sergius had ransomed from 
slavery. He made rapid progress, and early gave promise of 
his brilliant career. On the death of his father he was taken 
by the caliph into his service and given an even higher office 
than his father had held. 1 When the emperor Leo the Isaurian 
issued his first edict against images (726) z , he prepared a circular 
letter upon the subject which showed great controversial ability 
and at once raised him to the position of leader of the image 
worshippers. This letter and the two which followed made a 
profound impression. They are classical, and no one has put 
the case better. 3 John was perfectly safe from the emperor’s 
rage, and could tranquilly learn that the letters everywhere 
stirred up the monks and the clergy to fanatical opposition to 
Leo’s decrees. Yet. he may well have found his position at 
court uncomfortable, owing to the emperor’s feelings towards 
him and his attempts at punishment. However this may be, 
shortly after 730 John is found as a monk in the Convent 
of St. Sabas, near the shore of the Dead Sea, ten miles south- 
east from Jerusalem. A few years later he was ordained 
priest. 4 His last days were spent in study and literary labor. 
In the closing decade of his life he is said to have made a 
journey through Palestine, Syria, and even as far as Constanti- 

1 The term is nr paTootofiftovTioe, u chief councillor.” This is commonly inter- 
preted “ vizier,” but that office did not then exist. Langen (p. 19) thinks 
“ chief tax-gatherer” a more likely translation. Cf. Lupton, p. 27. 

2 See this vol. p. 456. 

2 See analysis, p. 630. 

4 Lequien (i. 2 452) conjectures that he was ordained before the iconoclastic 
controversy broke out, because in a sermon he alludes to the peacefnl condition 
of the empire, which was not applicable to the time after that event. C £ 
Lupton, p. 57. 
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nople, for the purpose of exciting opposition to the iconoclastic 
efforts of the Emperor Copronymus. He died at St. Sabas ; 
the exact date is not known, probably 754. 1 The Greek Church 
commemorates him upon Dec. 4th (or Nov. 29 in some Meno- 
logies) j the Latin upon May 6. 

Many legends are told of him. The most famous is that 
Leo the Isaurian, enraged at his opposition to the iconoclastic 
edicts, sent to the caliph a letter addressed to himself which 
purported to have come from John, and was written in imita- 
tion of his hand and style, in which the latter proposed to the 
emperor to capture Damascus — a feat easily accomplished, the 
writer said, because of the insufficient guard of the city. More- 
over, in the business he could count upon his support. The 
letter was of course a forgery, but so clever that when the 
caliph showed John the letter he acknowledged the similarity 
of the writing, while he denied the authorship. But the caliph 
in punishment of his (supposed) treachery had his right hand 
cut off, and, as was the custom, hung up in a public place. In 
answer’ to John’s request it was, however, given to him in the 
evening, ostensibly for burial. He then put the hand to the 
stump of his arm, prostrated himself before an image of the 
Virgin Mary in his private chapel, and prayed the Virgin to 
cause the parts to adhere. He fell asleep: in a vision the 
Virgin told him that his prayer had been granted, and he awoke 
to find it true. Only a scar remained to tell the story of his 
mutilation. The miracle of course convinced the caliph of the 
innocence of his servant, and he would fain have retained him 
in office, but John requested his absolute dismission. 2 This 

1 Grundlehner (p. 55, n. 1) accepts the statement of the Menaa Ghonamm 
that John of Damascus died at the age of 104, and sets the date at u about 
780.” 

* This famous tale fells of its own weight. Even Roman Catholics, like 
Alzog (Palrologie, 2d ed., p. 405) admit that it lacks support. It is certainly 
noteworthy that the second Nicene council apparently knew nothing of this 
miracle. Of Grundlehner, p. 42 n. ; Langen, p. 22. 



? 144. JOHN OF DAMASCUS. 629 

story was manifestly invented to make ont that the great de- 
fender of image-worship deserved a martyr’s crown. 1 

Other legends which have more of a basis of fact r ela te to 
his residence in the convent of St. Sabas. Here, it is said, he 
was enthusiastically received, but no one would at first under- 
take the instruction of so famous a scholar. At length an old 

O 

monk undertook it, and subjected him to the most hu miliating 
tests and vexatious restrictions, which he bore in a very saintly 
way. Thus he sent him once to Damascus to sell a load of 
convent-made baskets at double their real value, in order that 
his pride might be broken by the jeers and the violence of the 
rabble. He was at first insulted ; but at last a man who had 
been formerly his servant, bought out of compassion the baskets 
at the exorbitant price, and the saint returned victorious over 
vanity and pride. He was also put to the most menial ser- 
vices. And, what must have been equally trying, he was for- 
bidden to write prose or poetry. But these trials ended on a 
hint from the Virgin Mary who appeared one night to the old 
monk and told him that John was destined to play a great part 
in the church. He was accordingly allowed to follow the bent 
of his genius and put his immense learning at the service of 
religion. 

II. Whitings. The order of his numerous writings 2 is a 
mere matter of conjecture. It seems natural to begin with 
those which first brought their author into notice, and upon 
which his fame popularly rests. These were his three Ora- 
tions, 3 properly circular letters, upon image worship, univer- 
sally considered as the ablest presentation of die subject from 
the side of the image-worshippers. The first* appeared proba- 
bly in 727, shortly after the Emperor Leo the Isaurian had 
issued his edict forbidding the worship of “images,” by which 


1 Langen, p. 22. 

1 Carefully analyzed by Lnpton and Langen. 

J Dt lmaginibus Orahonu III, in Migne, XCIV. 4 1 c. col. 1232-1284. 
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term was meant not sculptures, but in the Greek Church pic- 
tures exclusively; the second 1 after Leo’s edict of 730 ordering 
the destruction of the images; and the third 2 at some later time. 

In the first of these three letters John advanced these argu- 
ments: the Mosaic prohibitions of idolatry were directed against 
representations of God, not of men, and against the service of 
images, not their honor. Cherubim made by human hands were 
above the mercy-seat. Since the Incarnation it is allowable 
to represent God himself. The picture is to the ignorant what 
the book is to the learned. In the Old Testament there are 
signs to quicken the memory and promote devotion (the ark, 
the rod of Aaron, the brazen serpent). Why should the suffer- 
ings and miracles of Christ not be portrayed for the same pur- 
poses? And if Christ and the Virgin have their images, why 
should not the saints have theirs? Since the Old Testament 
Temple contained cherubim and other images, churches may be 
adorned with images of the saints. If one must not worship 
an image, then one must not worship Christ, for he is the 
image of the Father. If the shadows and handkerchiefs of 
apostles had healing properties, why can one not honor the 
representations of the saints? It is true there is nothing about 
such worship in the Holy Scriptures, but Church ordinances 
depend for authority on tradition no less than on Scripture. 
The passages against images refer to idols. "The heathens 
dedicate their images to demons, whom they call gods; we 
dedicate ours to the incarnate God and his friends, through 
whom we exorcise demons.” He ends his letter with a num- 
ber of patristic quotations of greater or less relevancy, to each 
of which he appends a comment. The second letter, which 
is substantially a repetition of the first, is characterized by a 
violent attack upon the Emperor, because of his deposition and 
banishment of Germanus, the patriarch of Constantinople. It 


1 i e. col. 1284-1317. 


* le. col. 1317-1420. 
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closes with the same patristic quotations, and a few new ones. 
The third letter is almost necessarily a repetition of the prece- 
ding, since it goes oyer the same ground. It likewise looks 
upon the iconoclasts as the servants of the devil. But it bears 
marks of more care in preparation, and its proofs are more sys- 
tematically arranged and its quotations more numerous. 1 

For his writings in favor of images he was enthusiastically 
lauded by the second Nicene’ Council (787). 2 

But the fame of John of Damascus as one of the greatest the- 
ologians of history rests chiefly on his work entitled the Fount 
of Knowledge? It is made up of three separate and complete 
books, which yet were designed to go together and constitute 
in outline a cyclopaedia of Christian theology and of all other 
kinds of knowledge. 4 It is dedicated to Cosmas, bishop of 
Maiuma, his foster-brother and fellow-student under the old 
monk. Its date is after 743, the year of Cos mas’s consecration. 
In it the author avows that he has introduced nothing which 
had not been previously said, and herein is its value : it epito- 
mizes Greek theology. 

The first part of the trilogy, “ Heads of Philosophy,” 5 com- 
monly called, by the Latin title, Dialeetica, is a series of short 
chapters upon the Categories of Aristotle and the Universals of 
Porphyry, applied to Christian doctrines. The Dialeehca is 
found in two forms, one with sixiy-eight, and the other with 
only fifteen chapters. The explanation is probably the well- 
known fact that the author carefully revised his works before 
liia death.® The longer form is therefore probably the later. 
Its principal value is the light it throws upon the Church ter- 

* Langen, p. 141. * Page 46L 

* Tbryi) yv&oeut, in Migne, l e. col. 521-1228. 

* This is his own statement, l. e. col. 533. 

> K efiXaia <t>t\ooo<pLK&, l. e. col. 521-676. Lnpton, pp. 67, 68 ; Langen, pp. 
46-52. There is a special essay by Benoux, entitled, De Dialeetica Saudi 
Joannis Damaseeni (1863). 

* Langen, p. 46. 
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minology of the period, and its proof that Christians preceded 
the Arabs in their study’ of Aristotle, by one hundred years. 
The second part of the trilogy, the “Compendium of Heresies,’’ 1 
is a description of one hundred and three heresies, compiled 
mostly from Epiphanius, but with two sections, on the Moham- 
medans and Iconoclasts, which are probably original. A con- 
fession of faith closes the book. The third, the longest, and by 
far the most important member of the trilogy is “ An accurate 
Summary of the Orthodox Faith.” 2 The authors drawn upon 
are almost exclusively Greek. Gregory Nazianzen is the chief 
source. This part was apparently divided by John into one 
hundred chapters, but when it reached Western Europe in the 
Latin translation of John Burgundio of Pisa, made by order of 
Pope Eugenius III. (1 150), 3 it was divided into four books to 
make it correspond in outward form to Peter Lombard’s Sen- 
tences. Accepting the division into four books, their contents 
may be thus stated : Bk.L, Theology proper. In this he main- 
tains the Greek Church doctrine of the single procession of the 
Holy Spirit. Bk. II. Doctrines of Creation (severally of angels, 
demons, external nature, paradise, man and all his attributes 
and capacities) ; and of Providence, foreknowledge and predesti- 
nation. In this part he shows his wide acquaintance with natural 
science. Bk. III. Doctrine of the Incarnation. Bk. IY. Mis- 
cellaneous subjects. Christ’s passion, death, burial, resurrection, 
ascension, session; the two-fold nature of Christ; faith; bap- 
tism; praying towards the East; the Eucharist; images; the 
Scriptures; Manichseism ; Judaism; virginity; circumcision; 
Antichrist; resurrection. 

The entire work is a noteworthy application of Aristotelian 
categories to Christian theology. In regard to Christology he 

1 Xlepi alpiatuv b owrofiia, l c. col. 677-780. 

2 7 Ejt(5<M«f aKpcffic vfft op$o66!;ov mcTsog, l. c. col. 789-1228. 

8 The exact date rests upon the statement of John of Brompton that the 
translation was made in the same year in which the Thames was frozen over, 
u e. in the Great Frost of 1160. Cf. Lupton, p. 70. 
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repudiates both Nestorianism and Monophysitism, and teaches 
that each nature in Christ possessed its peculiar attributes and 
was not mixed with the other. But the divine in Christ strongly 
predominated over the human. The Logos was bound to the 
flesh through the Spirit, which stands between the purely divine 
and the materiality of the flesh. The human nature of Jesus 
was incorporated in the one divine personality of the Logos 
(Enhypostasia). John recognizes only two sacraments, properly 
so called, i. e. mysteries instituted by Christ — Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper. In the latter the elements are at the moment 
when the Holy Ghost is called upon, changed into the Body 
and Blood of Christ, but how is not known. He does not 
therefore teach transubstantiation exactly, yet his doctrine is 
very near to it. About the remaining five so-called sacraments 
he is either silent or vague. He holds to the perpetual virginity 
of Mary, the Mother of our Lord, and that her conception of 
Christ took place through the ear. He recognizes the Hebrew 
canon of twenty-two books, corresponding to the twenty-two 
Hebrew letters, or rather twenty-seven, since five of these letters 
have double forms Of the Apocrypha he mentions only 
Ecclesiasticus and Wisdom, and these as uneanonical. To the 
New Testament canon he adds the Apostolical Canons of 
Clement. The Sabbath was made for the fleshly Jews — 
Christians dedicate their whole time to God. The true Sabbath 
is the rest from sin. He extols virginity, for as high as angels 
are above men so high is virginity above marriage. Yet 
marriage is a good as preventive of unchastity and for the sake 
of propagation. At the end of the world comes Antichrist, 
who is a man in whom the devil lives. He persecutes the 
Church, kills Enoch and Elijah, who are supposed to appear 
again upon the earth, but is destroyed by Christ at his second 
coming . 1 The resurrection body is like Christ’s, in that it is 


1 Migne, l. e. col. 1217. 
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immutable, passionless, spiritual, not held in by material limita- 
tion, nor dependent upon food. Otherwise it is the same as the 
former. The fire of hell is not material, but in what it consists 
God alone knows. 

His remaining works are minor theological treatises, including 
a brief catechism on the Holy Trinity; controversial writings 
against Mohammedanism (particularly interesting because of 
the nearness of their author to the beginnings of that religion), 
and against Jacobites, Manichaeans, Nestorians and Iconoclasts; 
homilies , 1 among them an eulogy upon Chrysostom; a comment- 
ary on Paul’s Epistles, taken almost entirely from Chrysos- 
tom’s homilies; the sacred Parallels, Bible sentences with 
patristic illustrations on doctrinal and moral subjects, arranged 
in alphabetical order, for which a leading word in the sentence 
serves as guide. He also wrote a number of hymns which 
have been noticed in a previous section . 2 

Besides these, there is a writing attributed to him, The Life 
of Barlaam and Joasaph 3 the story of the conversion of the 
only son of an Indian King by a monk (Barlaam). It is a 
monastic romance of much interest and not a little beauty. It 
has been translated into many languages, frequently reprinted, 
and widely circulated . 4 Whether John of -Damascus wrote it 
is a question. Many things about it seem to demand an affirm- 
ative answer . 5 His materials were very old, indeed pre-Chris- 
tian, for the story is really a repetition of the Lolita Vistara , 
the legendary life of Buddha . 6 

Another writing of dubious authorship is the Panegyric on 

1 Lequien gives thirteen and the fragment of a fourteenth; bnt some, if not 
many, of them are not genuine. 

* See p. 405. 

* Migne, voL XCVL, col. 860-1240. 

4 Brunet gives the titles of Latin, French, Italian, Spanish, German, Danish, 

Norwegian and Bohemian translations. It was abridged in English under the 
title Saint JosaphaU Lond., 1711. It appears in the Golden Legend. The 
Greek text was first printed in 1832. 

s So Langen, pp. 251-254. 


* Lnpton, p. 217. 
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St. Barbara ,* a marvellous tale of a suffering saint. Compe- 
tent judges assign it to him . 2 These two are characteristic 
specimens of monastic legends in which so much pious super- 
stition was handed down from generation to generation. 

III. Position. John of Damascus considered either as a 
Christian office-holder under a Mohammedan Saracenic Caliph, 
as the great defender of image-worship, as a learned though 
credulous monk, or as a sweet and holy poet, is in every way an 
interesting and important character. But it is as the summarizer 
of the theology of the Greek fathers that he is most worthy of 
attentive study ; for although he seldom ventures upon an ori- 
ginal remark, he is no blind, servile copyist. His great work, 
the "Fount of Knowledge,” was not only the summary of the 
theological discussions of the ancient Eastern Church, which 
was then and is to-day accepted as authoritative in that commu- 
nion, but by means of the Latin translation a powerful stimulus 
to theological study in the West. Peter Lombard, Thomas 
Aquinas and other schoolmen are greatly indebted to it. The 
epithets, “Father of Scholasticism” and “Lombard of the 
Greeks,” have been given to its author. He was not a scho- 
lastic in the proper meaning of that term, but merely applied 
Aristotelian dialects to the treatment of traditional theology. 
Yet by so doing he became in truth the forerunner of scholasti- 
cism. 

An important but incidental service rendered by this great 
Father was as conserver of Greek learning. “ The numerous 
quotations, not only from Gregory Nazianzen, but from a multi- 
tude of Greek authors besides would provide a field of Hellenic 
literature sufficient for the wants of that generation. In having 
so provided it, and having thus become the initiator of a warlike 
but ill-taught race into the mysteries of an earlier civilization, 
Damascenus is entitled to the praise that the elder Lenormant 


1 1. c. col. 781-813. 


* Langen, p. 238. 
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awarded him of being in the front rank of the master spirits 
from whom the genius of the Arabs drew its inspiration .” 1 

One other interesting fact deserves mention. It was to John 
of Damascus that the Old Catholics and Oriental and Anglo- 
Catholics turned for a definition of the relation of the Holy 
Spirit to the Father and Son which should afford a solid basis 
of union . 2 “ He restored unity to the Triad, by following the 
ancient theory of the Greek church, representing God the Father 
as the an( f in this view, the being of the Holy Spirit no 
less than the being of the Son, as grounded in and derived from 
the Father. The Holy Spirit is from the Father, and the Spirit 
of the Father ; not from the Son, but still the Spirit of the Son. 
He proceeds from the Father, the one dp#j of all being, and he 
is communicated through the Son ; through the Son the whole 
creation shares in the Spirit’s work ; by himself he creates, 
moulds, sanctifies all and binds all together .” 3 

§ 145. Photius, Patriarch of Constantinople. 

I. Photius : Opera omnia, in Migne, “ Patrol. Gr.” Tom. CI.-CIV. (1860) . 

Also Monumenta Gram ad Photium ejusque historiam pertinentia, ed. 
Hergenrother. Regensburg, 1869. 

II. David Nicetas: Vita Ignatii, in Migne, CV., 488-573. The part 
■which relates to Photius begins with col. 509 ; partly quoted in Cl. 
iiL P. DE H. E. (anonymous) : Histoire de Photius. Paris, 1772. 
Jageb: Histoire de Photius. Paris, 1845, 2d ed., 1854. L. Tosti: 
Storia dell’ origine dello scisma greco. Florence, 1856, 2 vols. A. 
PlCHLEB: Geschichte der kirchlichen Trennung zwischen Orient und 
Occident. Munich, 1864-65, 2 vols. J. Hergenrother: Photius, 
Patriarch von Gonstantinopel. Sein Leben, seine Schriften und das 
griechische Schisma. Regensburg, 1867-69, 3 vols. (The Monumenta 
mentioned above forms part of the third vol.) Cf. Du Pm, VII., 
105-110; Ceiulier, XII., 719-734. 

Phottus was bom in Constantinople in the first decade of the 
ninth century. He belonged to a rich and distinguished family. 
He had an insatiable thirst for learning, and included theology 

1 Lupton, p. 212. a Schaff, Creeds, vol. ii , pp. 552-54. 

* Neander, vol. iiL, p. 554. Comp, above, p. 307 sqq. 
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among his studies, but he was not originally a theologian. 
Rather he was a courtier and a diplomate. When Bardas chose 
him to succeed Ignatius as Patriarch of Constantinople he was 
captain of the Emperor’s body-guard. Gregory of Syracuse, a 
bitter enemy of Ignatius, in five days hurried him through the 
five orders of monk, lector, sub-deacon, deacon, and presbyter, 
and on the sixth consecrated him patriarch. He died an o-rilft 
in an Armenian monastery, 891. 

As the history of Photius after his elevation to the patriarch- 
ate has been already treated, 1 this section will be confined to a 
brief recital of his services to literature, sacred and secular. 2 

The greatest of these was his so-called Library , 3 which is a 
unique work, being nothing less than notices, critiques and ex- 
tracts of two hundred and eighty works of the most diverse kinds, 
which he had read. Of the authors quoted about eighty are 
known to us only through this work. The Library was the re- 
sponse to the wish of his brother Tarasius, and was composed while 
Photius was a layman. The majority of the works mentioned 
are theological, the rest are grammatical, lexical, rhetorical, im- 
aginative, historical, philosophical, scientific and medical. No 
poets are mentioned or quoted, except the authors of three or 
four metrical paraphrases of portions of Scripture. The works 
are all in Greek, either as originals or, as in the case of a few, in 
Greek translations. Gregory the Great and Cassian are the only 
Latin ecclesiastical writers with whom Photius betrays any inti- 
mate acquaintance. As far as profane literature is concerned, the 
Library makes the best exhibit in history, and the poorest in 
grammar. Romances are mentioned, also miscellanies. In the 
religious part of his work Chrysostom and Athanasius are most 
prominent. Of the now lost works mentioned by Photius the 

* Of chapter V. pp. 312-317. 

* Cf. the exhaustive analysis of his works by Hergenrother (vol. iii. pp. 3- 
260. 

* Bibliotheca or Mt ipLopljftiov, Migne, CIIL, CIV. col. 9-356 ; Hergenrother; 
ni. pp. i3-3i. 
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most important is by an anonymous Constantinopolitan author 
of the first half of the seventh century, who in fifteen books 
presented testimoiiies in favor of Christianity by different Greek, 
Pe rsian , Thracian, Egyptian, Babylonian, Chaldean and Jewish 
scholars. 

Unique and invaluable as the Library is, it has been criticized 
because more attention is given to some minor works than to 
other important ones; the criticisms are not always fair or 
worthy; the works spoken of are really few, while a much 
larger anthology might have been made; and again there is no 
order or method in the selection. It is, however, to be borne 
in mind that the object of the work was to mention only those 
books which had been read in the circle to which he and his 
brother belonged, during the absence of the latter ; that it was 
hastily prepared, and was to have been followed by a second . 1 
Taking these facts into consideration there is nothing but praise 
to be given to the great scholar who in a wholly undesigned 
fashion has laid posterity under heavy obligation by jotting 
down his criticisms upon or making excerpts of the more im- 
portant works which came under his observation during a com- 
paratively short space of time. 

Among the Greek fathers, he esteems most highly Athanasius, 
Chrysostom, Basil, Gregory Nazianzen, Epiphanius, Ephrsem, 
Cyril of Alexandria, the fictitious Dionysius the Areopagite, 
and Maximus; among the Latin fathers, Leo. I. and Gregory I. 
He recognizes also Ambrose, Augustin, and Jerome as fathers, 
but often disputes their views. Of the ante-Nicene writers he 
has a rather low opinion, because they did not come up to his 
standard of orthodoxy; he charges Origen with blasphemous 
errors, and Eusebius with Arianism. 

One of the earlier works of Photius, perhaps his earliest, 
was his Greek Lexicon* which he began in his youth and com- 

1 Hergenrother, p. 14, 28-31. 

’Best edition, by Dobrde, iurlm lit-eov owayayi). PhatH Lexicon e eod i ee 
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pleted before the Library , although he revis<xl it from time to 
time. He made use of the glossaries and lexica of former 
•workers, whose names he has preserved in his Library, and has 
been in turn used by later lexicographers, e. g. Suidas ( nin th 
century). Photius designed to remove the difficulties in the 
reading of the earlier and classic Greek profane and sacred lite- 
rature. To this end he paid particular attention to the expla- 
nation of the old Attic expressions and figures of speech. 

The most important of the theological works of Photius is 
the Amphilochian Questions 1 — so called because these questions 
had been asked by his friend, Amphilochius, metropolitan of 
Lyzikus. The work consists of three hundred and twenty-four 
discussions, mostly in biblical exegesis, but also dogmatical, 
philosophical, mythological, grammatical, historical, medical, 
and scientific. Like the other works of Photius it displays 
rare learning and ability. It was composed during his first 
exile, and contains many complaints of lack of books and ex- 
cerpts. It has no plan, is very disjointed, unequal, and evi- 
dently was written at different times. Many of the answers are 
taken literally from the works of others. The same question is 
sometimes repeatedly discussed in different ways . 2 

Although it is doubtful whether Photius composed a complete 
commentary on any book of the Old Testament, it is very likely 
that he wrote on the Gospels and on Romans, Corinthians and 
Hebrews, since in the printed and unprinted catenae upon these 
books there are found many citations of Photius . 3 No such 
commentary as a unit, however, now exists. 

Two canonical works are attributed to Photius, “A Collection 

Gcdeano descripsit R. Pormw. London, 1822, 2 vols. ; reprinted 1823 in 
Leipzig. 

1 Migne, Cl. col. 45-1172. 

* Hergenrother fvol. iii., pp. 31 sqq.) tells at length the curious story of the 
singular wav in which the Amphihchia has gradually come to the knowledge 
of modem scholars. 

3 Collected in Migne, l c. col. 1189-1253. 
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of Canons” and “A Collection of Ecclesiastical and Civil Laws.” 1 
To these some add a third. The second of these works, the 
Nomocanon, is authoritative on canonical law in the Greek 
Church. 2 The word “ Nomocanon” itself is the Greek name for 
a combination of ecclesiastical laws (xavdves) and secular, espe- 
cially imperial, laws (vo ( uot). Photius made such a collection in 
883, on the basis of earlier collections. It contains (1) the 
canons of the seven universally accepted oecumenical councils 
(325-787), of the Trullan council of 692 (Quinisexta), the 
synods of 861 and 879; and (2) the laws of Justinian relative 
to the Greek Church. Photius was not only a collector of 
canonical laws, but also a legislator and commentator. The 
canons of the councils held by him in 861 and 879, and his 
canonical letters or decretals had a great and permanent influ- 
ence upon Greek canonical law. The Nomocanon was enlarged 
and commented on by Balsamon in the twelfth century, and is 
usually published in connection with these commentaries. It 
is used in the orthodox church of Russia under the name 
Kormcssia Kniga , i. e ,, “ The Book for the Pilot.” As in his 
other works, he builded upon the foundations of his predecessors. 

The historical and dogmatico-polemical writings of Photius 
may be divided into two classes, those against the Paulicians or 
Manichseans, and those against the Roman Church. In the first 
class are four books which bear in the editions the general title 
u Against the new Manichseans.” 3 The first is a history of the old 
and new Manichseans, written during Photius* first patriarchate, 

1 Commonly called Syntagma Canonum, Migne, CIV. col. 441-976, and No- 
mocanon , ibid . col. 976-1217. 

2 The Nomocanon is minutely discussed by Hergenrother, l. c . iii. 92-128. 
See also F. A Biener, Geschichte der Novellen Justimans, Btrlm, 1824; and De 
Collectionibm canonum ecclesicz Grcccx. Schediasma htlerarivm. Berlin, 1827 
Card. J. B. Pitra, Juris ecdes. Grcec. kistoria et monumenta Rome, 1868. Her- 
genrother, Griech, Kvrckenrecht bis zam Unde des 9 ten Jahrhunderts . Mainz, 
1870. 

3 A ifiYQoiq wspi T7jg t&v veoQ&vruv Mavixaiov avaplacrr/oecog, in Migne, CII. 
ool. 16-264. Cf. Hergenrother, l c. iii. 148-153. 
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and apparently largely borrowed from a contemporary author; 
the remaining three are polemical treatises upon the new Man- 
ichaeans, in which biblical rather than philosophical arguments 
are relied upon, and mostly those which had already been used 
against the Manichseans. 

The works against the Latin Church embrace (1) The Mys- 
tagogia, or doctrine of the Holy Spirit; his most important 
writing against the Latins. 1 It is a discussion of the procession 
alone, not of the personality and divinity, of the Holy Spirit, for 
upon these latter points there was no difference between the 
Latin and Greek Churches. It appears to be entirely original 
with Pliotius. 2 It is characterized by acuteness and great dia- 
lectical skill. There exists an epitome of this book, 3 but it is 
doubtful whether Photius himself made it. (2) A collection 4 
of ten questions and answers upon such matters as, “In what 
respects have the Romans acted unjustly?” “How many and 
what true patriarchs are not recognized by the Romans, except 
compromisingly?” “Which emperor contends for the peace of 
the Church?” The collection has great historical interest, 
since it embraces materials which otherwise would be entirely 
lost. (3) Treatise against the Roman primacy. (4) Tractate 
against the Franks, from which there are extracts in the Xorm- 
ezaia Kniga of the Oriental Slavs, which was extensively circu- 
lated in the thirteenth century, and enjoys among the Russians 
great authority as a book of canonical law. It has been attrib- 
uted to Photius, but in its present shape is not his.® (5) His 
famous Encyclical Letter to the Eastern Patriarchs, written in 
867.® 

The genuine works of Photius include besides those already 

1 Liber de 8. Spiritm Mystagogia, first published by Hergenrother at Regens- 
burg, 1857 ; comp, his Photius, III. 154-160, and Migne, Cl I. 280-400. The 
■word nvorayuryia is used in the same sense as kpahoyia or QeoZuyla, sacra doctrina. 

a Hergenrother, Photius, III. 157. 3 Ibid. 160-165. 

4 Xvrayvyai koI air6Sut;ei( atzpiflzip, in Migne, CIV. col. 1220-1232. 

6 Hergenrother, l. c. p. 174. 6 See above, p. 314 sq. 
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mentioned three books of letters 1 of different contents, private 
and public, ■written generally in verbose style ; homilies, 2 two 
printed entire and two in fragments and twenty unprinted j 
several poems 2 and moral sentences, probably a compilation. 
Several other works attributed to Photius are only of doubtful 
genuineness. 

§ 146. Simeon Metaphrastes. 

I. Simeon Metaphrastes : Opera omnia, in Migne, Patrol. Gr . Tom. 
CXIV.-CXVI. 

IL Panegyric by Psellus, in Migne, CXIV. col. 200-208 ; Leo Ai- 
latius : Be Symeonum scriptis, in Migne, CXIV. col. 19-148 ; and 
the Preface to Migne’s ed. Of. Du Pin, VIII. 3; Ceillier, XIL 
814-819. 

This voluminous author probably lived in Constantinople 
during the reigns of Leo the Philosopher (886-911) and Con- 
stantine Porphyrogenitus (911-959).* He was the Imperial 
Secretary, High Chancellor and Master of the Palace. When 
somewhat advanced in years he was sent by the Emperor Leo 
on a mission to the Cretan Arabs for the purpose, which was 
accomplished, of turning them from their proposed campaign 
against the Thessalonians. It was on this journey that he met 
on the island of Pharos, an anchorite, who suggested to him 
the writing of the lives of the saints and martyrs. 

To this collection Simeon owes his fame. 5 He apparently 
never carried out his original plan, which was to cover the year, 
for the genuine Lives of his now extant are nearly all of Sep- 
tember (the first month of the Greek Church year), October, No- 
vember and December. The remaining months have very few. 
But how many he wrote cannot be determined. AJlatius credits 
him with only one hundred and twenty-two. MSS. attributed 

1 Migne, OIL, col. 585-989. They are analyzed by Du Pin, l. e . 106-109. 

* Migne, CII., col. 548-576. * Ibid. col. 577-584. 

4 Of. Gass in Herzog* IX. pp. 677-679. 

* It ia found in Migne, and utilized in the great hagiographies of A. Lippo- 
mani (Paris, 1551-60, 8 vote.), Suiius (Cologne, 1570-79, 6 vds.) and the Boi- 
•andists (1643-1875, 61 vote.). 
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to him are found in the libraries of Munich, Venice, Florence, 
Madrid, Paris, London and elsewhere. The character of his 
work is sufficiently indicated by his epithet Simeon the Para- 
phraser, given to him because he turned “ the ancient lives of 
the saints into another sort of a style than that wherein they 
were formerly written.” 1 He used old material in most cases, 
and sometimes he did no more than edit it, at other times he 
re-wrote it, with a view to make it more accurate or attractive. 
Some of the lives are, however, original compositions. His 
work is of very unequal value, and as his credulity led him 
to admit very doubtful matter, it must be used with caution. 
However, he deserves thanks for his diligence in rescuing from 
obscurity many now illustrious names. 

Besides the Lives, nine Epistles, several sermons, orations, 
hymns, and a canonical epitome bear his name. 2 The Simeonis 
Ckronieon is probably the work of a Simeon of the twelfth 
century. 

§ 147. (Emmenius . 

L (Ecumenius : Opera omnia, in Migne, Patrol. Gr. Tom. CXVIII., 
CXDL, col. 726, reprint of ed. of Hentenius. Paris, 1630-31, 2 vote, 
fol. Ceilliek, XII. 913, 914 

(Eoumenitts was bishop of Tricca, in Thessaly, toward the 
close of the 10th century, and wrote a commentary upon the 
Acts, the Epistles of Paul and the Catholic Epistles, which is 
only a catena, drawn from twenty-three Fathers and writers of 
the Greek Church, 3 with an occasional original comment. The 
work displays taste and judgment. 

§ 148. Theophylact. 

I. Theophylact : Opera omnia, in Migne, Patrol. Or. Tom. C XX I P .- 
CXXVI., reprint of ed. of de Rtjbeis. Venice, 1764-68, 4 vols. fol. 
Dtr Pnsr, IX. 108, 109; Neandeb, III. 684-686; Ceilleeb, XIII. 
654-658. 

1 Du Pin, in loco. * Migne, CXIV • coi. 209-292. 

* Their names are given in Migne, CXVIII. coL 9. 
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Theophylact, the most learned exegete of the Greek Church 
in his day, was probably born at Euripus, 1 on the Island of 
Euboea, in the JEgean Sea. Very little is known about him. 
He lived under the Greek Emperors Romanus IV. Diogenes 
(1067-1071), Michael VII. Ducas Parapinaces (1071-1078), 
Nicephoros III. Botoniates (1078-1081), Alexius I. Comnenus 
(1081-1118). The early part of his life he spent in Constan- 
tinople ; and on account of his learning and virtues was chosen 
tutor to Prince Constantine Porphyrogenitus, the sou of Mi- 
chael Ducas. From 1078 until after 1107 he was archbishop 
of Achrida and metropolitan of Bulgaria. He ruled his diocese 
in an independent manner, but his letters show the difficulties 
he had to contend with. It is not known when he died. 

His fame rests upon his commentary 2 on the Gospels, Acts, 
Pauline, and Catholic Epistles ; and on Hosea, Jonah, Nahum 
and Habakkulc, which has recently received the special com- 
mendation of such exegetes as De Wctte and Meyer. It is 
drawn from the older writers, especially from Chrysostom, but 
Theophylact shows true exegetical insight, explaining the text 
clearly and making many original remarks of great value. 

Besides his commentary, his works embrace orations on the 
Adoration of the Cross, 3 the Presentation of the Virgin, i and on 
the Envperor Alexius Comnenus ;* a treatise on the Education 
of Primes; 6 a History of Fifteen Martyrdoms; 7 and an Ad- 
dress on the Eirors of the Latin Chur eh. 3 Two of these call for 
further mention. The Education of Princes is addressed to Con- 
stantine Porphyrogenitus. It is in two books, of which the 
first is historical and discourses upon the parents of the prince, 
the second discusses his duties and trials. It was formerly a 
very popular work. It is instructive to compare it with the 

1 This is the name likewise of the narrowest part of the Euboic Sea. 

* Migne, CXXIII.-CXXVI. col. 104. 

1 Migne, CXXVI. col. 105-129. 

5 Ibvi. col 288-805. 

1 Thirl col. 152-221. 


*Ibid. col. 129-144. 
9 Ibid. coL 258-285. 
8 Ibid. col. 221-249. 
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similar works by Paulinus, Alcuin, and S mar agdus . 1 The Ad- 
dress is the most interesting work of Theophylaet. It is writ- 
ten in a singularly conservative and moderate strain, although 
it discusses the two great matters in dispute between the Greek 
and Latin Churches, — the procession of the Holy Spirit, and 
the bread of the Eucharist. Of these matters Theophylaet con- 
sidered the first only important, and upon it took unhesitatingly 
the full Greek position of hostility to the Latins. Yet his fair- 
ness comes out in the remark that the error of the Latins may 
be due to the poverty of their language which compelled them 
to “ employ the same term to denote the causality of the com- 
munication of the Holy Spirit and the causality of his being. 
The Latins, he observed, moreover, might retain the less ac- 
curate forms of expression in their homiletic discourses, if they 
only guarded against misconception, by carefully explaining 
their meaning. It was only in the confession of faith in the 
symbol, that perfect clearness was requisite .” 2 In regard to 
the bread of the Eucharist the Latins held that it should be un- 
leavened, the Greeks that it should be leavened. Each church 
claimed to follow the usage of Christ. Theophylaet admitted 
that Christ used unleavened bread, but maintained that His 
example in this respect is not binding, for if it were in this 
then it would be in everything connected with the Supper, and 
it would be necessary to use barley bread and the wine of Pales- 
tine, to recline at table and to hold the Supper in a hall or 
upper room. But there is such a thing as Christian liberty, and 
the kind of bread to be used is one of the things which this 
liberty allows. Upon both these points of fierce and long con- 
troversy he counseled continual remembrance of the common 
Christian faith and the common Christian fellowship. 

1 Viz. Exhortations, On Virtues and Vices, and Way of the King, spoken of 
farther on. 

’Neander, l. e- p. 586. 



646 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


§ 149. Michael PseUus. 

L Michael Pselltjs: Opera, in Migne, Patrol. Or., Tom. CXXTL, col. 

477-1358. His Hist. Byzant. et alia opuscula, ed. by Constantin Sathas. 

Paris, 1874 

IL Leo Allatius: Diatriba de Psettis, in Migne, l . e., col. 477-536. 

Ceillieb, XIH. 335-337. 

Michael Pselltjs, the third of the five of that name 
mentioned by Allatius, was born of a consular and patrician 
family in Constantinople about 1020. He took naturally to 
study, and denied himself the amusements and recreations of 
youth in order that he might make all the more rapid progress. 
Having completed his studies at Athens, he returned to Con- 
stantinople, and was appointed chief professor of philosophy. 
Constantine Monomachus invited him to his court, and entrusted 
him with secular business. He then turned his attention from 
philosophy and rhetoric to theology, physics, medicine, mathe- 
matics, astronomy and military science. In short., he explored the 
entire domain of knowledge, and as his memory was tenacious, 
he was able to retain eveiything he studied. “ It has been said 
that in him human nature yielded up its inmost powers in order 
that he might ward OS' the downfall of Greek learning.” 1 He 
was made the tutor of Michael Ducas, the future emperor, who 
when he came to the throne retained him in his councils. 
PseUus, of course, took the Greek position upon the Filioque 
question, and thwarted the movement of Peter, bishop of 
Anagni, to establish peace between the Greek and Latin 
churches. When Michael Ducas was deposed (1078), he was 
deprived of his professorship, and so he retired to a monastery, 
where he died. The last mention of him is made in 1105. 

Psellus was a prolific author, but many of his writings are 
unprinted, and many are lost. 2 Of the theological works which 
have been printed the most important are : 

1 Gass in Herzog,* *. «. xii. 340. 

* See lists in Allatius, Diatriba , in Migne, CXXII, col. 498-532. 
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(1) Exposition of the Song of Songs t, 1 2 * a paraphrase in verse 
with a commentary and excerpts from Gregory of Nyssa, Nilus, 
and Maximus. 

(2) A Learned Miscellany , z in 157 paragraphs, in which nearly 
everything is treated of, from the relations of the persons of the 
Trinity to the rise of the Nile and the changes of the weather. 
It is one of those prodigies of learning which really indicate 
the comparative ignorance of the past, and are now mere 
curiosities. 

(3) The Operations of Demons ,* an attack, in the form of a 
dialogue, upon the Euchites, whom he charges with revolt- 
ing and disgusting crimes, under the prompting of demons. 
But he passes on to discuss the subject more broadly and rest- 
ing on the testimony of a certain monk who had actually seen 
demons he teaches their perpetual activity in human affairs; 
that they can propagate their species ; and go anywhere at will 
under either a male or female form. From them come diseases 
and innumerable woes. The book is very curious, and has per- 
manent value as a contribution to the demonology of the Middle 
Ages. 

Twelve letters of Psellus have been printed. 4 His panegyric 
upon Simeon Metaphrastes has already been mentioned.* He 
wrote a criticism of the eloquence of Gregory the Theologian, 
Basil, and Chrysostom, 6 and celebrated these Fathers also in 
verse. 7 

Besides certain legal and philosophical treatises he wrote a 
poem on Doctrine , 8 and a metrical Synopsis of Law. 9 

1 ‘Ep/oyve/a Kara irapa<j>pa(jLV tov pafictroc tSw aafi&TQv. Ibid* col. 537—686. 

2 AidacmVa iravToSair^. Ibid* col. 688-784. 

* TUpl bepyeia c 6aip6vuv. Ibid . col. 820-876. 

* 'KmaroUL Ibid. col. 1161-1185. 5 See p. 642. 

6 XapaicriipEC. Migne, CXXII. col, 901-908. 

» Ibid. col. 908-910. 

* II spl Soy/iaroc* Ibid L col. 812-817. 

9 'Zvvorfic tov vdfiuv. Ibid. col. 925-974. 
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§ 150. Euthymius Zigabenus. 

L Euthymtus Zigabenus : Opera omnia, in Migne, Patrol. Gr ., Tom. 

cxxvtil-cxxxi. 

IL See the Prolegomena in Migne. Ceillier, XIV. 150-155. 

Euthymius Zigabenus (or Zigadenus) was a learned and 
able Greek monk of the order of St. Basil in the convent of 
the Virgin Mary near Constantinople, and enjoyed the marked 
favor of the emperor Alexius Comnenus (1081-1118) and his 
wife Anna. 1 * Being requested by Alexius to refute the Bogo- 
miles, who had become alarmingly numerous, he was led to 
prepare an extensive work upon heresy, entitled The Panoply .* 
Among the heretics he included the Pantheists, Jews, the Pope 
and the Latins. His materials were the decisions of councils 
and the Greek Fathers and other writers, including some other- 
wise unknown. 3 In this important work and in separate treat- 
ises 4 * he imparts much valuable historical information respecting 
the Bogomiles, Massalians, Armenians, Paulicians, and even 
about the Jews and Mohammedans, although it is evident that 
he was not well informed about the last, and was much preju- 
diced against them. Like other Greeks, he finds the latter here- 
tical upon the procession of the Holy Spirit and upon the bread 
of the Eucharist. Besides the Panoply , Euthymius wrote com- 
mentaries upon the Psalms,* much dependent upon Chrysostom, 
and on the Gospels, 6 more independent and exhibiting exegetical 
tact which in the judgment of some puts him next to Theophy- 
lact 

1 In her Alexiad (XV. 490, Migne, CXXXI. col. 1176) she extols his learn- 
ing and piety. 

a Migne, CXXX. 

* Migne gim the sources. 

* Contra Masealianos ; Contra Sogmiloi ; DispiUatio dc fide cum phUosopho 
Satraceno; Dialogue Chnetinni cum lmadua (all in Migne, CXXXI. coL 40- 
48; 48-57; 20-37 ; 37-40). 

« Migne, CXXVIII. col. 41-end. 

* Migne, CXXIX. coL 107-end. 
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§ 161. Eustathius of Thessalonica. 

I* Eustathius : Opera omnia in Migne, Patrol. Or. Tom, CXXXV. coL 
517 ; CXXXVI. col. 764 (reprint of L. F. Tafel’s ed. of the Opuscula . 
Frankfort, 1832, and appendix to JDe Thessalonica. Berlin, 1839. 
Tafel published a translation of Eustathius' 'Ex foKnpig /Slav fiovaxwov. 
Betrachtungen uber dm Monchstand. Berlin, 1847. The valuable 
JDe capta Thessalonica narratio was reprinted from Tafel in a vol. of 
the “Corpus scriptorum historic Byzantinse” (Bonn, 1842, pp. 365- 
512), accompanied with a Latin translation. 

IL The funeral orations by Euthymius of Neopatria and Michael 
Chohiates in Migne, Patrol. Gr. CXXXVI. col. 756-764, and CXL. 
col. 337-361. Fabricius : Bibliotheca Grceca, ed. Harless, XL 282-84. 
Neahder, IV. 530-533, and his essay, Charaderistik des Eustathius 
von Thessalonich in seiner reformatorischen Bichtung, 1841, reprinted 
in his “ Wissenschaftliche Abhandlungen,” Berlin, 1851, pp. 6-21, 
trans. in Kitto’s “Journal of Sacred Literature,” vol. TV., pp. 101 sqq. 

Eustathius, archbishop of Thessalonica and metropolitan, 
the most learned man of his day, was born in Constantinople, 
and lived under the Greek emperors from John Comnenus to 
Isaac II. Angelus. i. e., between 1118 and 1195. His proper 
name is unknown, that of Eustathius having been assumed on 
taking monastic vows. His education was carried on in the 
convent of St. Euphemia, but he became a monk in the convent 
of St. Florus. He early distinguished himself for learning, 
piety and eloquence, and thus attracted the notice of the Emperor 
Manuel, who made him successively tutor to his son John, dea- 
con of St. Sophia and master of petitions, a court position. In 
the last capacity he presented at least one petition to the Empe- 
ror, that from the Constantinopolitans during a severe drought. 1 

To this period of his life probably belong those famous 
commentaries upon the classic authors, 2 by which alone he 

1 Manuel was warlike and dissolute and ground the people down under 
heavy taxes. The petition alluded to is given in Migne, CXXXV. col. 925- 
932 Cf. Gibbon, Harpers’ ed. V- 81, 82. 

3 Homer, Dionysius Periegetes the geographer, Pindar and probably Aristo- 
phanes. His “ vast commentary” on Homer is a perfect storehouse of classical 
learning and Homeric criticism, and has unique value from its numerous ex- 
tracts of lost scholia. It was first published and beautifully printed, at Rome, 
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was known until Tafel published his theological and histori- 
cal works. But Providence designed Eustathius to play a prom- 
inent part in practical affairs, and so the Emperor Manuel 
appointed him bishop of Myra, 1 the capital of Lycia in Asia 
Minor, and ere he had entered on this office transferred him 
to the archbishopric of Thessalonica (1175). He was a model 
bishop, pious, faithful, unselfish, unsparing in rebuke and wise 
in counsel, “ one of those pure characters so rarely met among 
the Greeks— a man who well knew the failings [superstition, 
mock-holiness and indecorous frivolity] of his nation and his 
times, which he was more exempt from than any of his contem- 
poraries.” 2 His courage was conspicuous on several occasions. 
The Emperor Manuel in a synod at Constantinople in 1180 
attempted to have abrogated the formula of adjuration, “Ana- 
thema to Mohammed’s God, of whom he says that he neither 
begat nor was begotten,” which all who came over from Moham- 
medanism to Christianity had to repeat. Manuel argued that 
this formula was both blasphemous and prejudicial to the spread 
of Christianity in Islam. But Eustathius dared to brave 
the emperor’s rage and deny the truth of this argument. The 
result was a modification of the formula. 3 Although Manuel 
threatened to impeach Eustathius, he really did not withdraw 
his favor, and the archbishop was summoned to preach the 
sermon at the emperor’s funeral. 4 When in 1185 Thessalonica 

1542-50- 4 vols. Perhaps tidings of its prospective issue had reached Zwingli ; 
for his friend James Amman writ 's to him from Milan on April 19. 1520, 
evidenth in answer to his queries : Oommenfaria Evstathii, in Homenim Medio- 
lani non extant. nec satis eompertum habeo, nwn Batm an vel alibi err.nsa, sint ; 
nemo id me edocere -potest. Zwingli, Opera, VII. 131. The Proce-ninm to Pin- 
dar, all that is now extant, is given in Migne, CXXXVI. col. 309-372 (Greek 
only). The commentary on Dionysius Periegetes was first printed by Robert 
Stepht ns, Paris, 1547. 

1 See his Albmtio ad Imperatorem cum met Myronm metropotita declue in 
Migne, CXXXV. col. 933-973. 

3 Neander, IV. 530-531. » Ibid 535. 

* Migne, CXXXV. col. 973-1032. 
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■was sacked by Count Alduin acting under William II. of 
Sicily, Eustathius remained in the city and by direct personal 
effort procured some alleviation of the people’s sufferings, and 
defended their worship against the fanatical Latins. 1 Again, 
he interposed his influence to keep the Thessalonians from the 
rapacity of the imperial tax-gatherers. But notwithstanding 
his high character and unsparing exertions on behalf of Thes- 
salonica there were enough persons there who were inoensed 
against him by his plain speaking to effect his banishment. 
This probably happened during the reign of the infamous An- 
dronicus (1180-1183), who was unfriendly to Eustathius. A 
brief experience of the result of his absence led to his recall, 
and he ended his days in increased esteem. It is strange indeed 
to find Eustathius and Calvin alike in their expulsion and re- 
call to the city they had done so much to save. 

His whitings upon practical religious topics have great 
interest and value. Besides sermons upon Psalm xlviii., 4 on 
an auspicious year, 3 four during Lent, 4 in which he specially 
inveighs against the lax marital customs, and five on different 
martyrs,® he wrote an enthusiastic treatise in praise of monasti- 
cism® if properly used, while at the same time he faithfully re- 
buked the common faults of the monks, their sloth, their hypoo- 
risy and their ignorance, which had made the very name of 
monk a reproach. To the Stylites, 7 he was particularly plain 
in setting forth their duty. By reason of their supposed sanc- 
tity they were sought by all classes as oracles. He seeks there- 
fore to impress them with their responsibility, and tells them 
always to speak fearlessly, irrespective of person ; not flattering 
the strong nor domineering the weak. He addressed also the 

1 He wrote a valuable history of this siege, Nanratio de Thestalomca urbe a 
Lcdinis capta, Migne, CXXXVI. col. 9-140. 

> Migne, CXXXV. col. 520-540. 8 Ibid. col. 540-560. 

* Four orations, ibid. col. 561-728. * CXXXVI. col. 141-216 ; 264-301. 

* De mmdanda vita monachiea, CXXXV. col. 729-909. 

1 Ad Stylitcm quondam, Themdomeaum, CXXXVI. eoL 217-264. 
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laity, not only in the sermons already mentioned, but in sepa- 
rate treatises, 1 and with great earnestness and tenderness exhorted 
them, to obedience to their lawful rulers, and rebuked them for 
their hypocrisy, which was the crying sin of the day, and for 
their vindictiveness. He laid down the true gospel principle : 
love is the central point of the Christian life. His letters, 2 of 
which 75 have been published, give us a vivid picture of the 
time, and bear unconscious testimony to his virtue. To his 
Interpretation of the Pentecostal hymn of John of Damascus 
Cardinal Mai accords the highest praise. 3 

§ 152. Nicetas Acominatos. 

L Nicetas Choniates: Opera, in Migne, Tom. CXXXIX., col. 287 — 
CXL., col. 292. His History was edited by Immanuel Bekker in 
Scriptores Byzantines. Bonn, 1835. 

II. See Allatius in Migne, CXXXIX., col. 287-302. Ceillter, XIV. 
1176, 1177- Karl Ullsiann : Die Dogmatik der griechischen Kirche 
im 12. Jahrhundert, re-printed from the “Studienund Kritiken,” 
1833. 

Nicetas Acominatos, also called Choniates, to denote his 
birth at Chonae, the old Colossas in Phrygia, was one of the 
great scholars and authors of the twelfth and thirteenth cen- 
turies. He was educated at Constantinople, studied law and 
early rose to prominence at the imperial court. He married 
a descendant of Belisarius ; and at the time when Constanti- 
nople was taken by the crusaders (1204) he was governor of 
Philippopolis. He fled to Nicsea, and there died about 1216. It 
was during this last period of his life that he composed his 
Treasury of Orthodoxy , 4 for the consolation and instruction of 
his suffering fellow-religionists. This work was in twenty- 

i-Epistola ad Thessalonicenses, C XXXV. col. 1032-1060; De obedientia mag- 
istratui Christiano debiin, CXXXVI. col. 301-357 ; De simdatione, ibid . col. 
373-408 ; Adverms implacabilitatU aamationem (or Contra injuriarum memor- 
iam), ibid. coL 408-500. 

1 CXXXVI. col. 1245-1334 (Greek only). 

3 Interpretatio Itymni Pentecoslalis Darrmmd in Mai, Spiedegium Bomanvm, V. 
(Rome, 1841) pp xriv. 161-383, and in Migne, CXXXVI. col. 504-753. 

* Orioovpbf opBoSo&as. Migne, CXXXIX. col. 1093-CXL. col. 292. 
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seven books, bat only five have been published complete, and 
that only in the Latin translation of Peter Morel, made from 
the original MS. brought to Paris from Mt. Athos. 1 Cardinal 
Mai has, however, given fragments of Books vi. viii. ix. x. xii. xv. 
xvii. xx. xxiii. xxiv. xxv., and these Migne has reprinted with a 
Latin translation. The work is, like the Panoply of Euthy- 
mius, a learned text-book of theology and a refutation of heresy, 
but it has more original matter in it, and being written by a 
layman and a statesman is more popular. 

Book 1st is a statement of Gentile philosophy and of the 
errors of the Jews. Book 2d treats of the Holy Trinity, and 
of angels and men. Book 3d of the Incarnate Word. From 
Book 4th to the end the several heresies are described and 
combated. Nicetas begins with Simon Magus and goes down 
to his own day. 

But his fame really rests upon his History , 2 which tells the 
story of Byzantine affairs from 1117 to 1205 ; and is an able 
and reliable book. The closing portions interestingly describe 
the destruction or mutilation of the monuments in Constanti- 
nople by the Latins. 

§ 153. Cassiodorus. 

I. Magnus Aurelius Cassiodorus Senator : Opera omnia, in Migne, 

“Patrol. Lat.” Tom. LXIX. col. 421-LXX. Reprint of ed.of the 
Benedictine Jean Garet, Rouen, 1679, 2 vols. 2d ed., Venice, 1729. 
The Chronicon was edited from MSS. by Theodor Mommsen, Leip- 
zig, 1861, separately published from Abhandlungen der koniglich- 
sachsisohen Gesellschqft der Wissemchaften. Historische Klasse. Bd.III. 
The Liber de rhetorica, a part of his Institutiones, was edited by C. 
Halm, Leipzig, 1863. 

II. Vita, by Jean Garet, in Migne, LXIX., col. 437-484, and JDevita 
monastica dissertatio, by the same, col. 483-498. Denis de Sainte- 
Martee: Vie de Cassiodore. Paris, 1694. Olleris: Cassiodore 
conservateur des livres de V antiquity latine. Paris, 1841. A. Thor- 
beoke: Cassiodorus Senator. Heidelberg, 1867. A. Franz : Mag- 

1 So Morel believed. See the interesting story in Migne, CXXXIX. col 295. 

* ‘I orop'ia. Ibid. col. 309-1057. 
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nut Aurelius Cassiodorius Senator. Breslau, 1872. Ignazio Ciampi : 
I. Cassiodori nel V. e net VI. secolo. Imola, 1876. Cf. Du Pin, V. 
43-44. Cexlli&b, XL 207-254. Teueeel, 1098-1104. A. Ebebt, 
1. 473-490. 

Magnus Aurelius Cassiodorus Senator , 1 whose services 
to classical literature can not be over-estimated, was descended 
from an old Roman family, famous for its efficiency in state 
affairs. He was born about 477, at Scyllacium in Bruttium, the 
present Squillace in Calabria, the extreme southwest division 
of Italy. His father, whose name was Cassiodorus also, 
was pretorian prefect to Theodoric, and senator. The son, 
in recognition of his extraordinary abilities, was made quaestor 
when about twenty years of age, and continued in the service 
of Theodoric, as private secretary and indeed prime minis- 
ter, being also with him on terms of friendship, until the 
latteris death, Aug. 30, 526. He directed the administration of 
jbnalasontha, the daughter of Theodoric, during the minority of 
her son Athalaric, and witnessed her downfall (535), but retained 
his position near the throne under Theodatus and Vitiges. He 
was also consul and three times pretorian prefect. He labored 
earnestly to reconcile the Eomans to their conquerors. 

But about 540 he withdrew from the cares and dangers 
of office, and found in the seclusion of his charming pater- 
nal domains in Bruttium abundant scope for his activities in the 
pursuit of knowledge and the preservation of learning. He 
voluntarily closed one chapter of his life, one, too, full of honor 
and fame, and opened another which, little as he expected it, 
was destined to be of world-wide importance. Cassiodorus the 
statesman became Cassiodorus the monk, and unwittingly ex- 
changed the service of the Goths for the service of humanity. The 
place of his retirement was the monastery of Yiviers (Monaste- 
rium Vivariense), at the foot of Mt. Moscius, 2 in southwestern 

1 Senator was a part of Mb proper name. Cassiodorius is a variant of Cas- 
siodorua. 

* For. xii. 15 (Migne, LXIX. col. 867). 
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Italy, which he had himself founded and richly endowed. Upon 
the mountain he built another monastery (Castellense) in which 
the less accomplished monks seem to have lived, while the society 
of Viviers was highly cultivated and devoted to literature. Those 
monks who could do it were employed in copying and correct- 
ing classical and Christian MSS., while the others bound books, 
prepared medicine and cultivated the garden. 1 He moved his 
own large library to the monastery and increased it at great ex- 
pense. Thus Viviers in that sadly confused and degenerate 
time became an asylum of culture and a fountain of learning. 
The example he set was happily followed by other monasteries, 
particularly by the Benedictine, and copying of MSS. was added 
to the list of monastic duties. By this means the literature of 
the old classical world has come down to us. And since the 
initiation of the movement was given by Cassiodorus he deserves 
to be honored as the link between the old thought and the new. 
His life thus usefully spent was unusually prolonged. The year 
of his death is uncertain, but it was between 570 and 580. 

The Works of Cassiodorus are quite numerous. They are 
characterized by great erudition, ingenuity and labor, but disfig- 
ured by an incorrect and artificial style. Some were written 
while a statesman, more while a monk. 2 

1. The most important is the Miscellany , 3 in twelve books, a 
collection of about four hundred rescripts and edicts issued by 
Cassiodorus in the King’s name while Qucestor and Magister 
officiorum, and in his own name while Pretorian prefect. He 
gives also in the sixth and seventh books a collection of formulas 
for the different offices, an idea which found imitation in the 
MiVIdlo. Age. From the Miscellany a true insight into the state 
of Italy in the period can be obtained. One noticeable feature 
of thftBfl rescripts is the amount of animation and variety which 

1 De Instil, div. lilt- c. 28, 30, 31 (Migne, LXX. cols. 1141-1147). 

* The order here followed is that of Migne. 

* Variorum. libri duodedm, in Migne, LX IX. col. 501-880. 
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Cassiodorus man ages to give their naturally stiff and formal con- 
tents. This he does by ingeniously changing the style to suit the 
occasion and often by interweaving a disquisition upon some 
relevant theme. The work was prepared at the request of 
friends and as a guide to his successors, and published between 
534 and 538. 

2. His Ecclesiastical History, called Tripartita' is a compila- 
tion. His own part in it is confined to a revision of the Latin 
condensation of Sozomen, Socrates aDd Theodoret, made by 
Epiphanius Scholasticus. It was designed by Cassiodorus to 
supply the omissions of Bufinus’ translation of Eusebius, and 
was indeed with Rufinus the monastic text-book on church his- 
tory in the Middle Age. But it is by no means a model work, 
being obscure, inaccurate and confused. 

3. The Chronicle , 1 2 the earliest of his productions, dating from 
519, is a consular list drawn from different sources, with occasional 
notes of historical events. Prefaced to the list proper, which 
goes from Junius Brutus to' Theodoric, is a very defective list of 
Assyrian (!), Latin and Roman Kings. 

4. The Computation of Easter, written in 562. 3 

5. Origin and History of the Goths, originally in twelve books, 
but now extant only in the excerpt of Jordanis. 4 5 6 In it Cassio- 
dorus reveals his great desire to cultivate friendship between the 
Goths and the Romans. It dates from about 534. 

6. Exposition of the Psalter . s This is by far the longest, as it 
was in the Middle Age the most influential, of his works. It 
was prepared in Viviers, and was begun before but finished 
after the Institutes 6 (see below). Its chief source is Augustin. 

1 Historica ecdesiastica vocata Tripartita , ibid. col. 879-1214. 

* Chronicon, ibid . col. 1213-1248. 

* Computus Paschalis, ibid. col. 1249, 1250. 

4 De Getarum me Gothorum origine et rebus gestis , ibid. 1251-1296. 

5 Expositio in PsaUerium. Migne, LXX. col. 9-1056. 

6 Inst. I. 4. 1. 1. (Migne, LXX. col. l\lh)“Sequitur PsaUerium codex quartos, 
qui nobis primus est in cmmmtaiorum labors” 
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The exposition is thorough in its way. Its peculiarities are in 
its mystic use of numbers, and its drafts upon profane science, 
particularly rhetoric. 1 

7. Institutions of Sacred and Secular Letters ,* from 644, in 
two books, 3 which are commonly regarded as independent 
works. The first book is a sort of theological encyclopedia, 
intended by Cassiodorus primarily for his own monks. It 
therefore refers to different’ authors which were to be found in 
their library. It is in thirty-three chapters — a division pointing 
to the thirty-three years of our Lord’s life — which treat succes- 
sively of the books of the Bible, what authors to read upon 
them, the arrangement of the books, church history and its 
chief writers, and the scheme he had devised for usefully em- 
ploying the monks in copying MSS., or, if not sufficiently edu- 
cated, in manual labor of various kinds. In the second book he 
treats in an elementary way of the seven liberal arts (grammar, 
rhetoric, dialectics, arithmetic, music, geometry, and astronomy). 

8. On Orthography , 4 a work of his ninety-third year,® and a 
mere collection of extracts from the pertinent literature in his 
library. 

9. The Soul, 6 written at the request of friends shortly after 
the publication of his Miscellany. It is rather the product 
of learning than of thought. It treats of the soul, its nature, 
capacities and final destiny. 

10. Notes upon some verses in the Epistles, Acts of the 
Apostles, and Apocalypse. 7 This was a product of his monastic 

1 The Expositio in Gantieum, which comes next in the editions, is now 
thought to be by another author. So Garet (Migne, LXX. col. 1055). 

* Institutumes divinarum etseadarium leetionum. Ibid. col. 1105-1220. 

•So Ebert 1. 477. Their common titles are (a) De institutions divinanm 
litterarum. (b) De arlSm el dieeiplinis liberdium litterwrvm. 

* De orthographia Migne, LXX., col. 1239-1270. 

6 Brefatio. Ibid. col. 1241, 1 . 9. 

6 De amima. Ibid. col. 1279-1308- 

i Complexiones in Epistolas et Adtte apostdornm neenon m Apocalyptim. Ibid, 

col. 1321-1418. 
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period, strangely forgotten in the Middle Age. It was un- 
known to Garet, but found at Verona and published by Maffei 
in 1702. Besides these a Comm entarium de oratione et de octo 
partibus orationis is attributed to him and so published. 1 But 
its authorship is doubtful. 

§ 154. St Gregory of Tours . 

t. St. Georgius Florentius Gregorius : Opera omnia, in Migne,Tom. 
LXXI. (reprint of Ruin art's ed. Paris, 1699). The best critical edition 
of Gregory’s great work, Historic e Franeorum libri decern, is by W. 
Arndt and Br. Krusch. Hannover, 1884 ( Qregorii Turonensis opera 
pars I. in “Scriptorum rerum Merovingicarum/’ T. I., pars I. in the 
great “ Monumenta Germanise historical series), and of his other 
works that by H. L. Bordier, Libri miraculorum aliaque opera 
minora , or with the French title, Les livres des miracles et autres 
opuscules de Georges Florent Gregoire, evdque de Tours . Paris, 1857- 
64, 4 vols., of which the first three have the Latin text and a 
French translation on opposite pages, and the last, containing the 
Be cursu stellarum and the doubtful works, the Latin only. There 
are several translations of the Historia Franeorum into French 
(e. g. } by Guizot Paris, 1823, new ed. 1861, 2 vols. ; by H. L. 
Bordier, 1859-61, 2 vols.), and into German (e. g. } by Giesebrecht, 
Berlin, 1851, 2 vols., 2d ed., 1878, as part of Pertz, “ Geschichts- 
schreiber der deutschen-Vorzeit”). The Be cursu stellarum was 
discovered and first edited by F. Hasse, Breslau, 1853. 

H. The Lives of Gregory, by Odo of Cluny (d. 943, valuable,) Migne, 
1. c., and by Joannes Egidius (Jean Gilles of Tours, 16th cent., of 
small account) are given by Bordier, 1. c. IY. 212-237. Modern bio- 
graphies and sketches of Gregory are: C. J. KrieS: Be Qregorii 
Turonensis Episcopi vita et scriptis. Breslau, 1839. J. W. Lobell: 
Gregor von Tours. Leipzig, 1839, 2d ed. 1869. Gabriel Monod: Qr6- 
gorie de Tours , in Tome III. tl Bibliothlque de VEcole des hautes Mudes 
Paris, 1872 (pp. 21-146). Cf. Du Pin, V. 63. Ceillibr, XI, 3G5- 
399. Hist, lit de la France , III. 372-397. Teuffel, pp. 1109-10. 
Wattenbach, 1. 70 sqq. Ebert, 1. 539-51. L. yon Ranke : Welt- 
geschichte, 4ter Theil, 2te Abtheilung (Leipzig, 1883), pp. 328-368, 
mainly a discussion of the relation of Gregory’s Historia to Frede- 
gar s Historia Fpitomata and to the Gesta regum Franeorum . ITo 
maintains that they are independent. Cf. W. Arndt’s preface (30pp.) 
to edition mentioned above. 

Georgius Florentius, or as he called himself on his con- 
1 Ibid. col. 1219-1240. 
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secretion Gregoruts, after his mother’s grand-father, the sainted 
bishop of Langres, was born in Arverna (now Clermont), 1 the 
principal city of Auvergne, Nov. 30, 538. His family was of 
senatorial rank on both sides, and its position and influence are 
attested by the number of bishops that belonged to it. His 
father (Florentius) apparently died early, and his mother 
(Armentaria) removed to Burgundy, her native country, but 
his uncle Gallus, bishop of Auvergne, who died in 554, and 
Avitus the successor of Gallus, cared for his education. He 
entered the church in discharge of a vow made at the shrine of 
St. Illidius, the patron saint of Arverna, during a severe and 
supposed fatal illness. In 563 he was ordained deacon by 
Avitus, and served in some ecclesiastical capacity at the court 
of Sigebert king of Austrasia, until in 573, at the unanimous 
request of the clergy and people of that city, the king appointed 
him bishop of Tours. Although loath to take so prominent 
and responsible a position, he at last consented, was consecrated 
by Egidius, archbishop of Rheims, and welcomed by Fortunatus 
in an official, which yet had more real feeling in it than such 
productions usually have, and was a true prophecy of Gregory’s 
career. 

Tours was the religious centre of Gaul. The shrine of 
St. Martin was the most famous in the land and so fre- 
quented by pilgrims that it was the source of an immense 
revenue. In Alcuin’s day (eighth century) the monastery of 
Tours owned 20,000 serfs, and was the richest in the kingdom. 
Tours was also important as the frontier city of Austrasia, par- 
ticularly liable to attack. The influences which secured the 
position to Gregory were probably personal. Several facts 
operated to bring it about. First, that all but five of the 
bishops of Tours had been members of his family (Euphronius 
whom he succeeded was his mother’s cousin), and further, 

1 The birth-place of Pascal, in the department of Pay de Dome, 220 miles 
S. by E. from Paris. 
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that he was in Tours on a pilgrimage to the shrine of St. 
Martin to recover his health about the time of Euphronius’ 
death, and by his life there secured the love of the people. 
Add to this his travels, his austerities, his predominant love for 
religion, and his election is explained. 1 Gregory found the posi- 
tion no sinecure. War broke out between Sigebert and the 
savage Chilperic, and Tours was taken by the latter in 575. 
Confusion and anarchy prevailed. Churches were destroyed, 
ecclesiastics killed. Might made right, and the weak went to 
the wall. But in that dark and tempestuous time Gregory of 
Tours shines like a beacon light. The persecuted found in him 
a refuge; the perplexed a guide ; the wicked king a determined 
opponent. Vigilant, sleepless, untiring in his care for Tours he 
averted an attempt to tax it unjustly ; he maintained the sanc- 
tuary rights of St. Martin against all avengers ; and he put an 
end to partisan strifes. His influence was exerted in the neighbor- 
ing country. Such was his well earned repute for holiness 
founded upon innumerable services that the lying accusation of 
Leudastes at the council of Braine (580) excited popular indig- 
nation and was refuted by his solemn declaration of innocence. 2 

In 584 Chilperic died. Tours then fell to Guntram, king of 
Orleans, until in 587 it was restored to Childebert, the son of 
Sigebert. The last nine years of Gregory’s life were compara- 
tively quiet. He enjoyed the favor of Guntram and Childebert, 
did much to beautify the city of Tours, built many churches, 
and particularly the church of St. Martin (590). But at length 
the time of his release came, and on .Nov. 17, 594, he went to 
his reward. His saintship was immediately recognized by the 
people he had served, and the Latin Church formally beatified 
and canonized him. His day in the calendar is November 17. 
The Works of Gregory were all produced while bishop. 

1 Monod, p. 29. 

* He was charged with having accused Fredegund wife of Chilperic, of 
adultery with Bertrand, bishop of Bordeaux. Hist. Frame. V. 49, (Migne, L c., 
col. 364). 
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Their number attests his diligence, but their style proves the 
correctness of his own judgment that he was not able to write 
good Latin. Only one is of real importance, but that is simply 
inestimable, as it is the only abundant source for French history 
of the fifth and sixth centuries. It is the Ecclesiastical History 
of the Franks, in ten books, 1 begun in 576, and not finished until 
592. By reason of it Gregory has been styled the Herodotus 
of France. It was his object to tell the history of his own 
times for the benefit of posterity, although he was aware of his 
own unfitness for the task. But like the chroniclers of the 
period he must needs begin with Adam, and it is not till the 
close of the first book that the history of Gaul properly begins. 
The last five books tell the story of the events in Gregory’s own 
life-time, and have therefore most value. Gregory is not a 
model historian, but when speaking of facts within his experi- 
ence he is reliable in his statements, and impartial in his narra- 
tive, although partial in his judgments. 

Gregory gives at the close of his Ecclesiastical History a cata- 
logue of his writings, all of which have been preserved, with the 
exception of the commentary on the Psalms, of which only the 
preface and the titles of the chapters are now extant. 4 The com- 
plete list is as follows : * The Miracles of St. Martin, in four books, 
begun in 574, finished 594 ; the miracles were recorded by direc- 
tion of Gregory’s mother, who appeared to him in a vision ; The 
Passion of St. Julian the Martyr, written between 582 and 586 ; 
The Martyr’s Glory, written about 586 ; The Confessor's Glory, 
about 588 ; The Lives of the Fathers, written at different times and 
finished in 594. The last is the most interesting and important of 
these hagiographical works, which do not call for further men- 
tion. 4 The Course of the Stars, or as Gregory calls it, The Ecclesi- 
astical Circuit, is a liturgical work, giving the proper offices at 
the appearance of the most important stars. 

1 Histories eeelesiasticce Francorum libri decern. Migne, LXXI. coL 159-572. 

* X. xxxi. 19. Migne, col. 571-572. 5 Ibid. coL 705 ajq. 

* The dates given above are Monod’s, l. c. pp. 41-49. 
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§ 155. St. Isidore of Seville. 

I. St. Isidore's Hisfalehsis Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. LXXXI.- 

LXXXTV. (reprint of F. Arevalo’s ed. Rome, 1797-1808, 7 vols., 
with the addition of the CoUectio canonum ascribed to Isidore). 
Migne’s Tom. LXXXV. and LXXXVI. contain the I/iturgia 
Mozardbica secundum rcgulam beati Isidori. Editions of separate 
works: De libris Hi. sententiarum. Konigsburg, 1826, 1827, 2 parts. 
Be nativitate Domini, passione et resurrectione, regno atquejudicio, ed. 
A. Holtzmann, Carlsruhe, 1836. De natura rerum liber, ed. G. 
Becker, Berlin, 1857. 

II. Besides the Prolegomena of Arevalo, which fill all Tom. L XX XI., 
see Vita S. Isidori, LXXXIL, col. 19-56. P.B. Gams : Kirchengeschichte 
von Spanien. Regensburg, 1862-1879, 5 parts. (II. 2, 102 sqq). J. 
0. E. Bourket : IJ&cole chritienne de Seville sous la monarchic des 
Visigoths. Paris, 1855. C. F. Montalembert : Les moines d’ Occi- 
dent. Paris, 1860-67, 5 vols. (II. 200-218), Eog. trans. Monks of the 
West. Boston, 1872, 2 vols, (I. 421-424). Hugo Hertzberg: 
Die Historien und die Ghronikm des Isidorus von Semlla, lste, Th. 
Die Historien. Gottingen, 1874. “Die Chroniken’’ appeared in 
Forschungen zur deutchen Geschichte, 1875, XIV. 289-362. CHEVA- 
LIER: Repertoire des sources liistoriqves du moyen dge. Paris, 1877, 
sqq. II. 112, sqq. Du Pin, VI. 1-5; Ceillier, XL 710-728; 
Clarke, II. 364r-372 ; BIhr, IV. I. pp. 270-286 ; TEUFFEL,pp. 1131- 
1134; Ebert, L 555-568. 

Isidore of Seville, saint and doctor of the Latin Church, 
was bom about 560 either at Carthagena or Seville. He was 
the youngest child of an honored Roman family of the ortho- 
dox Christian faith. His father’s name was Severianus. His 
eldest brother, Leander, the well-known friend of Gregory 
the Great, and the successful upholder of the Catholic faith 
against Arianism, was archbishop of Seville, the most promi- 
nent see in Spain, from about 579 to 600 ; another brother, 
Fulgentius, was bishop of Astigi (Ecija) in that diocese, where 
his sister, Florentina, was a nun. 1 Isidore is called Senior to 
distinguish him from Isidore of Pax Julia, now Beja (Isidorus 
Pacensis), and Junior to distinguish him from Isidore of Cor- 
dova. His parents died apparently while he was quite young. 

1 M< n'alembert savs she was the superior of forty convents and a thousand 
nuns (Eng. trans. L 419). Bat this is mere tradition. 
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At all events he was educated by his brother Leander. In 
the year 600 he succeeded his brother in the archiepiscopate 
of Seville. In this position he became the great leader of 
the Spanish Church, and is known to have presided at two 
councils, the second council of Seville, opened November 13, 
619, and the fourth council of Toledo, opened December 5, 633. 1 
The first of these was of local interest, but the other was 
much more important. It was the largest ever held in Spain, 
being attended by all the six metropolitans, fifty-six bishops 
and seven bishops’ deputies. It has political significance be- 
cause it was called by King Sisenand, who had just deposed 
Suintila, the former king. Sisenand was received by the 
oouncil with great respect. He threw himself before the bishops 
and with tears asked their prayers. He then exhorted them to 
do their duty in correcting abuses. Of the seventy-five canons 
passed by the council several are of curious interest. Thus 
it was forbidden to plunge the recipient of baptism more than 
once under the water, because the Arians did it three times to 
indicate that the Trinity was divided (e. 6). It was not right 
to reject all the hymns written by Hilary and Ambrose and 
employ only Scriptural language in public worship (c. 13). If 
a clergyman is ever made a judge by the king he must exact 
an oath from the king that no blood is to be shed in his 
court (c. 31). By order of King Sisenand the clergy were 
freed from all state taxes and services (c. 47). Once a monk 
always a monk, although one was made so by his parents 
(c. 49).* While compulsory conversion of the Jews was forbidden, 
yet no Jew converted by force was allowed to return to Judaism 
(c. 57). Very strenuous laws were passed relative to both the 
baptized and the unbaptized Jews (c. 58-66). The king was 
upheld in his government and the deposed king and his family 
perpetually excluded from power. When Isidore’s position is 

1 The canons of these councils are given by Hefele, III. 72, 73 ; 79-88. 

* This has its bearings on the case of Gottschalk. 
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considered it is a probable conjecture that these canons express 
his opinions and convictions upon the different matters. 

Warned by disease of death’s approach, Isidore began the 
distribution of his property. For tire last six months of his 
life he dispensed alms from morn till night. His end was 
highly edifying. Accompanied by his assembled bishops he had 
himself carried to the church of St. Vincent the Martyr, and 
there, having publicly confessed his sins, prayed God for forgive- 
ness. He then asked the pardon and prayers of those present, 
gave away the last thing he owned, received the Holy Com- 
munion, and was carried to his cell, in which he died four days 
later, Thursday, April 4, 636. 1 He was immediately enrolled 
among the popular saints and in the 15th council of Toledo 
(688) is styled “excellent doctor,” and by Benedict XIV. 
(April 25, 1722) made a Doctor of the Church. 

Isidore of Seville was the greatest scholar of his day. He 
was well read in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, in profane as well 
as in sacred and patristic literature. He was also a vigorous and 
dignified prelate, admired for his wondrous eloquence and be- 
loved for his private virtues. He did much for education, 
especially of the clergy, and established at Seville a highly suc- 
cessful school, in which he himself taught. But his universal 
fame rests upon his literary works, which embrace .every 
branch of knowledge then cultivated, and which though al- 
most entirely compilations can not be too highly praised for 
their ability and usefulness. He performed the inestimable 
service of perpetuating learning, both sacred and secular. It 
is a striking testimony to his greatness that works have been 
attributed to him with which he had nothing to do, as the re- 
vision of the Mozarabic Liturgy and of Spanish ecclesiastical 
and secular laws, and especially the famous Pseudo-Iaidorian 
decretals. 

' Vita S. Tridori, 33-36, in Migne, LXXXIL col. 45-49. 
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His Works may be divided loosely into six classes. We 
have two lists of them, one by his friend and colleague Braulio, 
bishop of Saragossa, and the other by his pupil, Ildefonsus of 
Toledo. No strict division of these works is possible, because 
as will be seen several of them belong in parts to different 
classes. 

I. Biblical. This class embraces, 1. Scripture Allegories , l 
allegorical explanations, each in a single sentence, of 129 
names and passages in the Old Testament, and of 211 in 
the New Testament; a curious and, in its way, valuable 
treatise, compiled from the older commentaries. 2. Lives and 
Deaths of Biblical Saints. 2 Very brief biographies of sixty-four’ 
Old Testament and twenty-one New Testament worthies. 3. 
Introductions in the Old and New Testaments , 3 * * a very general 
introduction to the entire Bible, followed by brief accounts of 
the several books, including Esdras and Maccabees. The four 
Gospels, the epistles of Paul, Peter and John are treated to- 
gether in respective sections. Acts comes between Jude and 
.Revelation. It was compiled from different authors. 4. Scrip- 
ture Numbers 4 (1-16, 18-20, 24, 30, 40, 46, 50, 60), mystically 
interpreted. Thus under one, the church is one, the Mediator is 
one. Under two, there are two Testaments, two Seraphim, two 
Cherubim. 5. Questions on the Old and New Testaments , s a 
Biblical catechism of forty-one questions and answers. Some 
arc very trivial. 6. Expositions of Holy Mysteries, or Questions 
on the Old Testament, 6 a paraphrase of Genesis, and notes upon 
Joshua, Judges, the four books of Kings, Ezra and Maccabees. 
The work is compiled from Origen, Victorinus, Ambrose, 

1 Allegories qutedam Saerce Scripture, Migne, LXXXIII. col. 97-130. 

* De ortu et obitu patrum qvi in Scriptura laudibus efferuntwr, ibid. col. 129-150. 

* In libros V- ac 2f. T- proomia, ibid . col. 155-180. 

*I/£ber numerorum, qvi in S. S. oeeurmt, ibid. col. 179-200. 

* DeV.etN.T. qucesliones, ibid. col. 201-208. 

* MytHcorvm expositions sacramentorum sen quoationes in V. T. ibid. col. 207- 
434. 
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Jerome, Augustin, Fulgentius, Cassianus and Gregory the Great. 
A summary of each chapter of the books mentioned is given. 
The exposition is allegorical. 

II. Dogmatic. 1. The Catholie Faith defended against the 
Jews. 1 A treatise in two books, dedicated to his sister Floren- 
tina, the nun. In the first book he marshals the Scripture pro- 
phecies and statements relative to Christ, and shows how they 
have been verified. In the second book in like manner he 
treats of the call of the Gentiles, the unbelief of the Jews and 
their consequent rejection, the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
abolition of the ceremonial law, and closes with a brief state- 
ment of Christian doctrine. The work was doubtless an honest 
attempt to win the Jews over to Christianity, and Spain in the 
7th century was full of Jews. Whatever may have been its 
success as an apology, it was very popular in the Middle Age 
among Christians, and was translated into several languages. 2 
2. Three books of Sentences* compiled from Augustin and 
Gregory the Great’s Moralia. This work is a compend of 
theology, and is Isidore’s most important production in this 
class. Its influence has been incalculable. Innumerable copies 
were made of it during the Middle Age, and it led to the prepara- 
tion of similar works, e. g., Peter Lombard’s Sentences .* 3. 
Synonyms, in two books; 5 the first is a dialogue between 
sinful and despairing Man and Season (or the Logos), who 
consoles him, rescues him from despair, shows him that sin is 
the cause of his misery, and sets him on the heavenly way. 
The second is a discourse by Reason upon vices and their op- 
posite virtues.® 

1 Defide eatholiea ex V. el N T. contra Judceos, ibid. col. 449-538. 

* Fragments of an old High German translation have been published by A. 
Boltzmann, Karlsruhe, 1836, and by Weinhold, Paderborn, 1874. 

3 Senlentiarum. lUri tree, Migne, LXXXIII. col. 537-738. 

* It was probably itself suggested by Prospers Sentences from Augustin. 

* Synonyma de lamentations animce peccalricis, Migne, ibid. col. 825-868. 

•The term “synonyms” was apparently giveu to it because there are so 

many ideas repeated in slightly different words. 
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4. The Order of Creation. 1 It treats of the Trinity, the crea- 
tion, the devil and demons, paradise, fallen man, purgatory, and 
the future life. 

III. Ecclesiastic and monastic. 1 . The Ecclesiastical Offices, 
i. e., the old Spanish liturgy. 2 It is dedicated to his brother 
Fulgentius, and is in two books, for the most part original. 
The first is called “the origin of the offices,” and treats of 
choirs, psalms, hymns and other topics in ecclesiastical archae- 
ology. Under the head “ sacrifice” 3 * Isidore expresses his view 
of the Lord’s Supper, which is substantially that “ Body and 
Blood ” denote the consecrated elements, but not that these are 
identical with the Body and Blood of our Lord. The second 
hook, “the origin of the ministry,” treats of the different 
clerical grades; also of monks, penitents, virgins, widows, the 
married, catechumens, the rule of faith, baptism, chrism, laying 
on of hands and confirmation. 2. A Monastic Rule. 1 It was 
designed for Spanish monasteries, drawn from old sources, and 
resembles the Benedictine, with which, however, it is not iden- 
tical. It throws much light upon the contemporary Spanish 
monasticism, as it discusses the situation of the monastery, the 
choice of the abbot, the monks, their duties, meals, festivals, 
fasts, dress, punishment, sickness and death. It recalls the 
somewhat similar Institutes of Cassiodorus already mentioned. 5 

IV. Educational and philosophical. 1. Twenty books of 
Etymologies. 6 This is his greatest work, and considering its 
date truly an astonishing work. 'Caspar Barth’s list of the one 
hundred and fifiy-four authors quoted in it shows Isidore’s wide 
reading. Along with many Christian writers are the following 
classic authors : JEsop, Anacreon, Apuleius, Aristotle, Boethius, 
Caesar, Cato, Catullus, Celsus, Cicero, Demosthenes, Ennius, 

1 De ordine creaturarum liber , ibid. 913-954. 

2 De ecdwmticis officm, ibid . col. 737-826. 

9 1. 18, ibid. col. 754-757. 4 Begula imnachonm } ibid* col. 867-894. 

5 See p. 657. 6 Etymologiarum libri XX. Migne, LXXXII. col. 78-728. 
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Herodotus, Hesiod, Homer, Horace, Juvenal, Livy, Lucan, 
Lucretius, Martial, Ovid, Persius, Pindar, Plato, Plautus, 
Pliny, Quint ilian , Sallust, Suetonius, Terence, Varro, Virgil. 1 
It is a concise encyclopedia of universal learning, embracing 
the seven liberal arts (grammar, rhetoric, dialectics, arithmetic, 
geometry, music, and astronomy), and medicine, law, chro- 
nology, angelology, mineralogy, architecture, agriculture and 
many other topics. Although much of his information is 
erroneous, and the tenth book, that of Etymology proper, is full 
of absurdities, the work as a whole is worthy of high praise. 
It was authoritative throughout Europe for centuries, and re- 
peatedly copied and printed. Rabanus Maurus drew largely 
upon it for his De Univcrso. 2. The Differences, or ike proper 
signification of terms, 2 in two books. The first treats of the dif- 
ferences of words. It is a dictionary of synonyms and of words 
which sound somewhat alike, arranged alphabetically. The 
second book treats of the differences of things, and is a diction- 
ary of theology, brief yet comprehensive. 3. On the Nature of 
Things , 3 in forty-eight chapters, dedicated to King Sisebut (612- 
620), who had given him the subject. It is a sort of natural 
philosophy, treating of the divisions of time, the heavens and 
the earth and the waters under the earth. It also has illustra- 
tive diagrams. Like Isidore’s other works it is a skilful com- 
pilation from patristic and profane authors, 4 and was extremely 
popular in the Middle Age. 

V. Historical. 1. A Chronicle , s containing the principal 
events in the world from the creation to 616. It is divided 
into six periods or ages, corresponding to the six days of crea- 

> Arevalo, Prolegomena, c. 53, In Migne, LXXXI. col. 337-340. 

* Differentiamm, ewe de proprietate sermomm, libri duo, LXXXIXI- col. 9-98. 

* De notura rerwn, {bid. coL 963-1018. 

4 See Becker’s ed. for a careful statement of his sources. 

* Chroniam, LXXXUI. coL 1017-1058. In abbreviated form in the Ety- 
mologies, cf. V. 39. Migne, LXXXII. col. 224-228. 
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tion, a division plainly borrowed from Augustin. 1 Its sources 
are Julius Africanus, Eusebius, Jerome, and Victor of Tun- 
nena. 2 2. History of the Goths, Vandals and Sued, 3 brought 
down to 61. A work which, like Gregory of Tours’ History of 
the Franks, is the only source for certain periods. It nas been 
remarked 4 * that Isidore, like Cassiodorus, in spite of his Homan 
origin, had a high regard for the Goths. 3. Famous Men, 3 a 
continuation of Gennadius’ appendix to Jerome’s work with 
the same title. It sketches forty-six authors, beginning with 
Bishop Hosius of Cordova, and extending to the beginning of 
the seventh century. 

VI. Miscellaneous. Under this head come thirteen brief 
Letters 6 and minor works of doubtful genuineness. There are 
also numerous spurious works which bear his name, among 
which are hymns. 

§ 156. The Venerable Bede ( Eceda ). 

L Venerabilis ByEDA : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. XC.-XCV., sub- 
stantially a reprint of Dr. J. A. Giles’ edition. London, 1843-1844, 
12 vols. His Ecclesiastical History [Historica ecclesiastica) has been 
often edited, e. g. by John Smith, Cambridge, 1722; Joseph Steven- 
son, London, 1838, and in the Monumenta historica Britannica I. 
1848; George H. Moberley, Oxford, 1869; Alfred Holder, Freiburg 
im Breisgau, 1882. Books III.-V. 24 were separately ed. by John 
E. B. Mayor and John R. Lumby, Cambridge, 1878. The best known 
English translation of the History is Dr. Giles’ in his edition, and 
since 1844 in Bohn’s Antiquarian Library. His scientific writings 
are contained in Thomas Weight: Popular Treatises on Science 
written during the Middle Ages. London, 1841. Marshall trans- 
lated his Explanation of the Apocalypse, London, 1878. For fur- 
ther bibliographical information regarding the editions of Bede’s 
History, see Giles’ ed. ii. 5-8. 

1 He Cmtate Dei, XXII. 30 (ed. Dorabart, II. 635, Clark’s Aug Lib. II. 544). 

* See the essays of Hertzberg, already mentioned in Lit on p. 662. 

5 Historic, de regibus Ooiherum, Wandalorm et Suevorum, Migne, LXXXIQ. 
col 1057-1082. 

* Ebert, I. 566. 

* He wris illustribus, Migne, LXXXIII. coL 1081-1106. 

* Epistoke, ibid. col. 893 -914 
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TT. Biographies are contained in the above-mentioned editions, llist. 
V. 24, and the letter on his death by Cuthbert (Giles’ trans. in Bohn, 
pp. xviii.-xxi.) are the best original sources. The old Vita given 
in the complete editions are almost worthless. Modern works aie 
Henrik Gehle : Disputatio historico-theoiogica de Bedce venerabihs 
presbyteri Anglo-Saxonis vita et scriptis. Leyden, 1838. CARE 
Schcele : De ecclesiasticw Britonum Scotorumque historic n fontibus. 
Berlin, 1851. Karl Werner: Beda der Ehrvmrdige und seine 
Zeit. Wien, 1875. 2d ed. (unchanged), 1881. Geo. F. Browne: 
The Venerable Bede. London, 1879. Cf. Du Pin, VI. 89-91. Cate, 
n. 241-245. Ceillier, XII. 1-19. Clarke, II. 426-429. Bahr, 
IV. 175-178, 292-298. Ebert, I. 595-611. 

The Venerable Bede (properly Bseda) is never spoken of 
without affectionate interest, and yet so uneventful was his 
useful life that very little can be said about him personally. 
He was born in 673, probably in the village of Jarrow, on the 
south bank of the Tyne, Northumbria, near the Scottish border. 
At the age of seven, being probably an orphan, he was placed 
in the monastery of St. Peter, at Wearmouth, on the north bank 
of the Wear, which had been founded by Benedict Biscop in 
674. In 682 he was transferred to the newly-founded sister 
monastery of St. Paul, five miles off, at Jarrow. 1 He is not 
known ever to have gone away from it farther than to the sister 
monastery and to visit friends in contiguous places, such as York. 
The stories of his visit to Rome and professorship at Cambridge 
scarcely deserve mention. His first teacher was Benedict Bis- 
cop, a nobleman who at twenty-five became a monk and freely 
put his properly and his learning at the public service. Biscop 
traveled five times to Rome and each time returned, like Ethel- 
bert and Alcuin subsequently, laden with rich literary spoils and 
also with pictures and relics. Thus the library at Wearmouth 
became the largest and best appointed in England at the time. 2 
It was Biscop’s enterprise and liberality which rendered it possible 


1 King Egfrid gave the land for these monasteries. 

1 Biscop was the first to import masons and glaziers into En g la nd , and to 
introduce the Boman liturgy and the art of chanting. 
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that Bede’s natural taste for learning should receive such careful 
culture. So amid the wealth of books he acquired Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew, and laid up a rich store of multifarious knowledge. 
Such was his character and attainments that at nineteen, six 
years before the then canonical age, he was ordained deacon, and 
at thirty a priest. He thus describes his mode of life : “All the 
remaining time of my life [i. e., after leaving Wearmouth] I 
spent in that monastery [of Harrow], wholly applying myself to 
the study of Scripture, and amidst observance of regular disci- 
pline and the daily care of singing in the church. I always 
took delight in learning, teaching and writing.” 1 He declined 
to be abbot because the office, as he said, demands close attention, 
and therefore cares come which impede the pursuit of learning. 
As it was, the “ pursuit of learning” took up only a portion of his 
time, for the necessary duties of a monk were many, 2 and such a 
man as Bede would be frequently required to preach. It appears 
that he published nothing before he was thirty years old, for he 
says himself : “ From which time [i. e., of his taking priest’s 
orders] till the fifty-ninth year of my age, I have made it my 
business, for the use of me and mine, to compile out of the works 
of the venerable Fathers, and to interpret and explain according 
to their meaning these following pieces.” 3 Then follows his lint 
of his works. The result of such study and writing was that 
Bede became the most learned man of his time, and also the 
greatest of its authors. Yet he was also one of the humblest 
and simplest of men. 

He died on Wednesday, May 26, 735, of a complaint 
accompanied with asthma, from which he had long suffered 
The circumstances of his death are related by his pupil Cuth- 
bert.* During Lent of the year 735 Bede carried on the 
translation of the Gospel of John and “some collections out of 

> Hist. V. 24 (Giles’ trans. in Bolin’s Library, p. 297, altered slightly). 

* Giles, ilnd., p. x. * Hist. V. 24 (Giles, ibuL, p. 297). 

4 Giles gives Cuthberfs letter in full, ibid., pp. xviiL-xxL 
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lie Book of Notes” of Archbishop Isidore of Seville. The 
lay before he died he spent in dictating his translations, saying 
now and then, “ Go on quickly, I know not how long I shall 
hold out, and whether my Maker will not soon take me away.” 
He progressed so far with his rendering of John’s Gospel that 
at the third hour on Wednesday morning only one chapter 
remained to be done. On being told this he said, “ Take your 
pen, and make ready, and write fast.” The scribe did so, 
but at the ninth hour Bede said to Cuthbert, tu l have some 
little articles of value in my chest, such as pepper, napkins and 
incense : run quickly, and bring the priests of our monastery to 
me, that I may distribute among them the gifts which God has 
bestowed on me. The rich in this world are bent on giving gold 
and silver and other precious things. But I, in charity, will 
joyfully give my brothers what God has given unto me.” He 
spoke to every one of them, admonishing and entreating them 
that they would carefully say masses and prayers for him, which 
they readily promised ; but they all mourned and wept, espe- 
cially because he said, “ they should no more see his face in this 
world.” They rejoiced for that he said, “ It is time that I re- 
turn to Him who formed me out of nothing: I have lived long; 
my merciful Judge well foresaw my life for me; the time of my 
dissolution draws nigh ; for I desire to die and to be with Christ.” 
Having said much more, he passed the day joyfully till the 
evening, and the boy p. e., his scribe] said, “ Dear master, there 
is yet one sentence not written.” He answered, “ Write quickly.” 
Soon after the boy said, “It is ended.” He replied, “It is well, 
you have said the truth. It is ended. Receive my head into 
your hands, for it is a great satisfaction to me to sit facing my 
holy place, where I was wont to pray, that I may also sitting 
call upon my Father.” And thus on the pavement of his little 
cell, singing, “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost,” when he had named the Holy Ghost, he 
breathed his last, and so departed to the heavenly kingdom.” 
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Bede’s body was buried in the church at Jarrow, but between 
1021 and 1042 it was stolen and removed to Durham by Elfred, 
a priest of its cathedral, who put it in the same chest with the 
body of St. Cuthbert. In 1104 the bodies were separated, and 
in 1154 the relics of Bede were placed in a shrine of gold and 
silver, adorned with jewels. This shrine was destroyed by an 
ignorant mob in Henry VIII’s time (1541), and only a monkish 
inscription remains to chronicle the feet that Bede was ever 
buried there. 

The epithet, “ Venerable,” now so commonly applied to Bede, 
is used by him to denote a holy man who had not been canon- 
ized, and had no more reference to age than the same name 
applied to-day to an archdeacon in the Church of England. By 
his contemporaries he was called either Presbyter or Dominus. 
He is first called the Venerable in the middle of the tenth 
century. 

Bede’s Writings are very numerous, and attest the width 
and profundity of his learning, and also the independence and 
soundness of his judgment. “Having centred in himself and 
his writings nearly all the knowledge of his day, he was enabled 
before his death, by promoting the foundation of the school of 
York, to kindle the flame of learning in the West at the moment 
that it seemed both in Ireland and in France to be expiring. 
The school of York transmitted to Alcuin the learning of Bede, 
and opened the way for culture on the continent, when England 
under the terrors of the Danes was relapsing into barbarism.” 
“ His fame, if we may judge from the demand for his works 
immediately after his death, extended wherever the English 
missionaries or negotiators found their way.” 1 

Bede himself, perhaps in imitation of Gregory of Tours, 3 
gives a list of his works at the conclusion of his History .* 
There are few data to tell when any one of them was composed. 

1 Beda in Smith and Wace, Diet. Chr. Biog. 1. 801, 302. 

* See p- 661. * Mist. V. 24 (Bohn’s ed , pp. 297-299). 
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The probable dates are given in the following general account 
and enumeration of bis genuine writings. Very many other 
writings have been attributed to him. 1 

I. Educational treatises, (a) On orthography 2 (about 700). 
The words are divided alphabetically, (b) On prosody 3 (702). 
(c) On the Biblical figures and tropes .* (d) On the natv/re of 
things 5 (702), a treatise upon natural philosophy, (e) On the 
times 6 (702). (f) On the order of times 7 (702). (g) On the 
computation of time 6 (726). [K) On the celebration of Easter .* 
(i) On thunder. 16 

II. Expository works. These are compilations from the 
Fathers, which originally were carefully assigned by marginal 
notes to their proper source, but the notes have been obliterated 
in the course of frequent copying. He wrote either on the 
whole or a part of the Pentateuch, Samuel, Kings, Ezra, Ne- 
hemiah, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Daniel, the Twelve Minor Prophets, Tobit, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Catholic Epistles and the Apocalypse. 11 His com- 
ments are of course made upon the Latin Bible, but his scho- 
larship comes out in the frequent correction and emendation of 
the Latin text by reference to the original. The most frequent 
subject of remark is the want of an article in the Latin, which 
gave rise to frequent ambiguity. 12 Throughout he shows him- 
self a careful textual student. 13 

I Stubb’s art., p. 301. 1 De orthographic in Migne, XC. col. 123-150. 

5 De arte metrica. Ibid., col. 149-176. 

4 De schematis et tropie sacra scriptune. Ibid., col. 175-186. 

* De n atura rerum. Ibid, col. 187-278. * De temporibue. Ibid., coL 277-292. 

* De temponm rations. Ibid , col. 293-578. 

* De ratione compvti. Ibid., col, 579-600. 

* De Paseha eeUibratione. Ibid-, col. 599-606. 

10 De tonitniis. Ibid., col. 609-614. 

II Bede’s expository works fill Tom. XGL, XC1L, XCIIL in Migne’s series. 

M G. F. Browne, The Venerable Bede, pp. 129-132. A translation of one of 

Bede’s homilies is given on pp. 148-159. 

u The Uncial E (2), the Codex Laadianos, which dates from the end of the 
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III. Homilies. 1 These are mostly doctrinal and objective. 
The fact that they were delivered to a monastic audience explains 
their infrequent allusion to current events or to daily life. 
They are calm and careful expositions of passages of Scripture 
rather than compact or stirring sermons. 

IV. Poetry. 2 Most of the poetry attributed to him is 
spurious. But a few pieces are genuine, such as the hymn 
in his History upon Virginity, in honor of Etheldrida, the 
virgin wife of King Egfrid; 8 the metrical version of the 
life of Saint Cuthbert and of the Passion of Justin Martyr, 
and some other pieces. The Booh of Hymns, of which he speaks 
in his own list of his writings, is apparently lost. 

V. Epistles. 4 These are sixteen in number. The second, 
addressed to the Archbishop Egbert of York, is the most inter- 
esting. It dates from 734, and gives a word-picture of the 
time which shows how bad it was. 5 Even the archbishop him- 
self comes in for faithful rebuke. Bede had already made 
him one visit and expected to make him another, but 
being prevented wrote to him what he desired to tell him by 
word of mouth. The chief topics of the letter are the avarice 
of the bishops and the disorders of the religious houses. After 
dwelling upon these and kindred topics at considerable length, 
Bede concludes by saying that if he had treated drunkenness, 
gluttony, luxury and other contagious diseases of the body 
politic his letter would have been immoderately long. The 
third letter, addressed to the abbot of Plegwin, is upon the 
Six Ages of the "World. Most of the remainder are dedi- 
catory. 

sixth century, and contains an almost complete Greefc-Latin text of the Acts, 
is known to have been used by Bede iu writing his Retractations on the Ads. 
The Codex was brought to England in 668. 

' Tom. XCIV., col. 9-268. 

* Ibid., col. 515-529, 575-638. 

* Hist. IV. 20. Bohn’s ed., pp. 207, 208. 

4 Migne, XCIV. col. 655-710. * Browne (l . «., pp. 172-179) reproduces it. 
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VI. Hagiographies. 1 (a) Lives of the five holy abbots of 

Wearmputh and Jarrow, Benedict, Ceolfrid , Easterwine, Sigfrid 
and Euetberct. The work is divided into two books, of which 
the first relates to Benedict. (5) The prose version of the 
Life of St. Outhbert of Lindisfarne. The poetical version al- 
ready spoken of, is earlier in time and different in character in 
as much as it dwells more upon Cuthbert’s miracles. The 
prose version has for its principal source an older life of Cuth- 
bert still extant, and relates many facts along with evident 
fictions. Great pains were bestowed upon it and it was even 
submitted for criticism, prior to publication, to the monks of 
Lindisfarne. (c) The life of Felix of Nola, Confessor, a prose 
version of the life already written by Paulinus of Nola. (d) 
Martyrology. It is drawn from old Roman sources, and shows 
at once the learning and the simplicity of its author. 

VII. Ecclesiastical History of England ? This is Bede’s 
great work. Begun at the request of King Ceolwulf, it was 
his occupation for many years, and was only finished a short 
time before his death. It consists of five books and tolls 
in a simple, clear style the history of England from the 
earliest times down to 731. The first twenty-two chapters 
of the first book are compiled from Orosius and Gildas, 
but from the mission of Augustin in the 23d chapter (a. d. 
596) it rests upon original investigation. Bede took great 
pains to ensure accuracy, and he gives the names of all persons 
who were helpful to him. The History is thus the chief and in 
many respects the only source for the church history of England 
down to the eighth century. In it as in his other books Bede 
relates a great many strange things ; but he is careful to give 
his authorities for each statement. It is quite evident, how- 
ever, that he believed in these “ miracles,” many of which are 

1 Misme, XCrV., col. 718-1148. Browne (pp. 80-126) gives a full account of 
the first two of these works. 

1 Historic wdesiastica genii* Anglorum. Tom. XCV., col. 21-290. 
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susceptible of rational explanation. It is from this modest, 
simple, conscientious History that multitudes have learned to 
love the Venerable Bede. 

§ 157. Paul the Deacon . 

I. Paulus Winfridus Diaconus : Opera omnia in Migne, Tom. XCV., 

col. 413-1710. Editions ot Paul’s separate works : Historia Lango - 
bardorum in : Monumenia Gcrmanioe historica . Scnptores rerum lango - 
bardorum el italicarum . Saec. VI. -IX. edd. L. Betlimann et G. 
Waitz, Hannover, 1878, pp. 45-187. Historia romana in : Monrnn . 
Germ , . hist . auctor . antiquissimor . Tom. II. ed. H. Droysen, Berlin, 
1879. Gesta episcoporum Mettensium in : Mon. Germ . hist. Script 
Tom. II. ed. Pertz, pp. 260-270. Homilioe in : Martene et Durand, 
Veterum scriptorum collectio, Paris, 1733, Tom. IX. Carmina (both 
his and Peter’s) in : Poetce latini cevi Caroling ed. E. Dummler, Ber- 
lin, 1880, 1, 1. pp 27-86. Translations : Lie LangobardengescMchte, 
iibertsetzt von Karl von Spruner, Hamburg, 1838 ; Paulus Diaconus 
und die iibrigen Gcschichtsclireiber der Langobarden , ubersetzt von 
Otto Abel, Berlin, 1849. 

II. Felix Dahn: Paulus Diaconus. I. Abtheilung, Leipzig, 1876. Each 
of the above mentioned editions contains an elaborate introduction in 
which the life and works of Paul are discussed, e. g. Waitz ed. Hist 
pp. 12-45. For further investigations see Bethmann : Paulus Dia- 
conus 7 Leben und Schriften , and Die Gesckicktschreibung der Lango- 
barden, both in Pertz’s “Archiv der Gesellsch. fur altere deutsche 
Gesehichtskunde.” Bd. X. Hannover, 1851 ; Bauch : Ueber die his - 
toriaromana des Paulus Diaconus , eine Quellenuntersuchung , Gottingen, 
1873; R. JACOBI: Die Quellen der Langobardengeschichte des Paulus 
Diaconus , Halle, 1877 ; and Mommsen: Die Quellen der Langobar- 
dengeschichte des Paulus Diaconus in : Neues Archiv der Gesellsch. fur 
altere Geschichtshunde, Bd. V. pp. 51 sqq. Du Pin, VI. 115-116. 
Ceillier, XII. 141-148. Ebert, II. 36-56. 

Paul the Deacon {Paulus Diaconus ), the historian of the 
Lombards, was the son of Warnefrid and Theudelinda. Hence 
he is frequently called Paul Warnefrid. He was descended 
from a noble Lombard family and was born in Forum Julii 
(Friuli, Northern Italy), probably between 720 and 725. His 
education was completed at the court of King Liutprand in 
Pavia. His attainments included a knowledge of Greek, rare 
in that age. Under the influence of Ratchis, Liutprand's sue- 
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cessor (744-749), he entered the church and became a deacon. 
TTing Desiderius (756-774) made him his chancellor, 1 and 
entrusted to his instruction his daughter Adelperga, the wife 
of Arichis, duke of Benevenlo. In 774 the Lombard king- 
dom fell, and Paul after residing for a time at the duke’s 
court entered the Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino. 
There he contentedly lived until fraternal love led him to leave 
his beloved abode. In 776 his brother, Arichis, having pro- 
bably participated in Hruodgaud’s rebellion, was taken prisoner 
by Charlemagne, carried into France, and the family estates 
were confiscated. This brought the entire family to beggary. 2 

Paul sought Charlemagne ; in a touching little poem of 
twenty-eight lines, probably written in Gaul in 782, he set 
the pitiful case before him 3 and implored the great king’s 
clemency. 

He did not plead in vain. He would then at once have re- 
turned to Monte Cassino, but Charlemagne, always anxious to 
retain in his immediate service learned and brilliant men, did 
not allow him to go. He was employed as court poet, teacher 
of Greek, and scribe, and thus exerted great influence. His 
heart was, however, in his monastery, and in 787 he is found 
there. The remainder of his life was busily employed in 
literary labors. He died, April 13, probably in the year 800, 
with an unfinished work, the history of the Lombards, upon 
his hands. 

Paul was a Christian scholar, gentle, loving, and beloved ; 
ever learning and disseminating learning. Although not a 
great man, he was a most useful one, and his homilies and 
histories of the Lombards are deservedly held in high esteem. 

His Works embrace histories, homilies, letters, and poems. 

1 Fabricius in MJgne, XOV. col. 413. * Ebert, l. e. p. 37. 

* Migne, l. e. coL 1599, Carmen VIII. cf. lines 9, 10: 

“ Ittius in patria conjux tmseratuJa per omnes 
Mendieat plate as, ore tremerUe, alios.” 
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I. Histories. (1) Chief in importance is the History oj 
the Lombards. 1 It is divided into six books, and carries the 
history of the Lombards from their rise in Scandinavia down 
to the death of Liutprand in 744. It was evidently Paul’s 
intention to continue and revise the work, for it has no pre- 
face or proper conclusion ; moreover, it has manifest slips in 
writing, which would have been corrected by a final reading. 
It is therefore likely that he died before its completion. It is 
not a model of historical composition, being discursive, indefi- 
nite as to chronology, largely a compilation from known and 
unknown sources, full of legendary and irrelevant matter. 
Nevertheless it is on the whole well arranged and exhibits a 
love of truth, independence and impartiality. Though a 
patriot, Paul was not a partisan. He can see some good even 
in his hereditary foes. The popularity of the History in the 
Middle Age is attested by the appearance of more than fifteen 
editions of it and of ten continuations. 

(2) Some scholars 2 consider the History of the Lombards the 
continuation of Paul’s Roman History, 3 * which he compiled (c. 770) 
for Adelperga from Eutropius ( Rreviarum histories Romance);* 
Jerome, Orosius ( Historia advmus Faganos ), 6 Aurelius Victor 
(De Ccesanbus historia), Jordanis (De breviatione chronico- 
rum ),* Prosper (Chronicon)? Bede and others. The Historia 
is in sixteen books, of which the first ten are mere excerpts of 
Eutropius, with insertions from other sources. The last six 
carry the history from Valens, where Eutropius ends, down to 
Justinian. The plan of these latter books is the same as that 
of the former : some author is excerpted, and in the excerpts 

1 Be gestis Langobardorum, Migne, XCV. ool. 433-672. 

* Mommsen quoted by Ebert, l. e. p. 45 ; Weizgacker in Herzog, 5 xi. 390. 

* Historia romana, with its additions, Migne, XCV. col. 743-1158. 

* Best edition by Hartel, Berlin, 1872. Eng. trans. in Bohn's Class. Lib. 

* Migne, XXXI. col. 663-1174. 

* Muratori, Bar. ltd. script. I. 222-242. 

» In Migne, LI. col. 535-608. 
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are inserted extracts from other writers. The History is worth- 
less to us, but in the Middle Age it was extremely popular. 
To the sixteen books of Paul’s were added eight from the Church 
History of Anastasius Bibliothecarius, and the whole called His- 
toria Misceda, and to it Landulph Sagax wrote an appendix, 
which brings the work down to 813. 

Besides these histories several other briefer works in the 
same line have come down to us. 

(3) Life of St. Gregory the Great, 1 * a compilation from Bede’s 
Church History of England, and Gregory’s own works. 

(4) A short History of the bishopric of Metz? It was written 
about 784, at the request of Angilram, bishop of Metz. It is 
in good part only a list of names. In order to please Charle- 
magne, Paul inserted irrelevantly a section upon that monarch’s 
ancestry. 

II. Homilies. 3 A collection made by request of Charlemagne, 
and which for ten centuries was in use in the Roman Church. 
It is in three series. 1. Homilies upon festivals, two hun- 
dred and two in number, all from the Fathers. 2. Homilies 
upon saints’ days, ninety-six in number. 3. Homilies, five in 
number. Many of the second series and all of the last appear to 
be original. 

III. Letters, 4 four in number, two to Charlemagne, one 
each to Adalhard, abbot of Corbie, in France, and to the abbot 
Theudemar. 

IV. Poems, including epitaphs. 5 From the first stanza of 
He Srncto Joanne BapUsta, Guido of Arezzo took the names of 
the musical notes. 

1 Vita S. Oregorii Magm, Migne, LXXV. col. 41-60. 

* Oesta episcoporum Mettemi.um, Migne, XCY. col. 699-724. 

8 ffomUarius , ibid. col. 1159-1584. 

4 Epistolce, ibid . 1583-1592. 

8 Carrnirui, ibid. col. 1591-1604. Ebert discusses those at length, l c. pp 
4&-56. 
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§ 158. St. Paulinus of Aqwileia. 

I. Sandies Paulinus, patriarcha Aquileiensis : Opera omnia, in Migne, 

Tom. XCIX. col. 9-684, reprint of Madrisius’ ed., Venice, 1737, 
folio, 2d ed. 1782. His poems’are given by Dummler : PoeLLat. 
cevi Carolini I. (Berlin, 1880), pp. 123-148. 

II. Vita Paulini, by Madrisius in Migne’s ed. col. 17-130. Cf. Du Pin, 
VI. 124. Ceillier, XII. 157-164. Hist. lilt, de la France, IV. 
284-295; Bahr : Geschichte der romischen Literatur im Karolinyi- 
schen Zdtalter, Carlsruhe, 1840 (pp. 88, 356-359); Ebert, II., 
89-91. 

Paulinus, patriarch of Aquileia, was bom about 726 1 ia 
Forum Julii, now Friuli, near Venice. He entered the priest- 
hood, was employed in teaching and arrived at eminence as a 
scholar. He played a prominent part in the affairs of his 
country, and his services in suppressing a Lombard insurrec- 
tion met, in the year 776, with recognition and reward by 
Charlemagne, who gave him an estate and in 787 elevated 
him to the patriarchal see of Aquileia. 2 He carried on a suc- 
cessful mission among the Carinthians, a tribe which lived 
near Aquileia, and also another among their neighbors, the 
Avari (the Huns). 3 He opposed with vigor the Adoptionists, 
and his writings contributed much to the extinction of the sect. 
He lived entirely for God and his church, and won the hearts 
of his spiritual children. Perhaps the most striking proof of 
his virtue is the warm friendship which existed between him- 
self and Alcuin. The latter is very enthusiastic in his praise 
of the learning and accomplishments of Paulinus. Charle- 
magne seems to have valued him no less. 4 With such encour- 
agement Paulinus led a busy and fruitful life, participating in 
synods and managing wisely his see until his death on January 

1 Migne, l. c. Vita 11. v. (col. 30, 1. 4). 2 Ja fife, Mon. Ale., p. 162. 

* At the request of Alenin he wrote explicit directions for their conversion 
and baptism. Ebert ii. p. 89. Mon. Ale., ed. Jaffl, p. 311-318. Ale. Epist. 
56. Ed. Migne, Epist. 39 (G. col. 198). 

4 Madrisius devotes a chapter of his biography to Panlinus' friendships with 
the illustrious men of his time. Migne, l. e. Vita, XVI. (col. 109-117). 
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11, 804. 1 Yery soon thereafter he was popularly numbered 
among the saints, 2 and stories began to be told of his miracu- 
lous powers. 3 His bones were deposited in the high altar of 
the collegiate church of Friuli, or as the place was called Civitas 
Austri®. The church underwent repairs, and his bones were 
for a time laid by those of the martyr Donatus, but at length 
on Januaiy 26, 1734, they were separated and with much 
pomp placed in the chapel under the choir of the' great basilica 
of Friuli. 4 5 * 

The writings of Paulinus comprise (1) Brief treatise against 
Flipandus ,* archbishop of Toledo and primate of Spain, who is 
generally regarded as the father of Adoptionism. It was issued 
in the name of the council of Frankfort-on-the-Main (794), 
and sent into Spain. It was first published by Jean de 
Tillet, in 1549. (2) Three boohs against Felix of XJrgdf 

also against the Adoptionists. It was prepared in 796 by 
order of Charlemagne, and probably submitted to Alcuin, 
agreeably to the author’s request. 7 It is the most important 
work of Paulinus, though by no means the best in point of 
style. The Felix addressed was bishop of Urgel and the 
leader of the Adoptionists. Paulinus refutes the heretics by 
quotations of Scripture and the Fathers. The work is elabor- 
ately annotated by Madrisius, and thus rendered much more 
intelligible. 8 (3) A deliverance by the council of Friuli, held 
in 796, upon the Trinity and the Incarnation. 9 (4) An exhor- 

1 Migne, l. e. col. 149.1- 2. * Vita XVII. iii. (col. 118). 

* Ibid. XIV. rri. (col 100). 

4 Ibid. XVII. vii viii. (col. 123-126) Madrisius prints the oration deliv* 

ered on the latter occasion (col. 133-142). 

5 Libeling sacrosyllabus contra EHpandum. Migne, XCIX. col. 161-166. 

* 0>ntra Felicem Urgdlitanum episeopim Ubri tres., ibid. col. 843-468. 

7 Ibid. col. 468,1. 12. 

* The writings of Felix and Elipandus are found in Migne, Pair. Lot, 
XCVT. 

* Concilium Forqjvlimse, Migne, XCIX. col. 283-302. 
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taiion to virtue, 1 addressed to Henry, count or duke of Friuli 
It was written about 795, and consists of sixty-six chapters 
upon the virtues to be practiced and the vices to be shunned 
by the duke. The style is excellent. The work was once claimed 
for Augustin, but this is now conceded to be an error. Nine 
of the chapters (x.-xv. xvii.-xix.) are copied from The contem- 
plative life, a work by Pomerius, a Gallican churchman of the 
fifth century. On the other hand, chapters xx.-xlv. have been 
plagiarized in an Admonitio ad filiwm, spiritualem which was 
long supposed to be by Basil the Great. 2 

(5) Epistles, (a) To Heistulfus, 5 who had murdered his wife 
on a charge of adultery preferred against her by a man of bad 
character. It was written from Frankfort, in 794, during the 
council mentioned above. Paulinus sternly rebukes Heistulfus 
for his crime, and tells him that if he would be saved he must 
either enter a monastery or lead a life of perpetual penitence, 
of which he gives an interesting description. The letter passed 
into the Canon Law about 866. 4 It has been falsely attributed 
to Stephen V. 6 (b) To Charlemagne, 6 an account of the council 
of Altinum 7 in 803. (c) Fragments of three other letters to 
Charlemagne, and of one (probably) to Leo III. 8 

(6) Verses, (a) The rule of faith, 9 a poem of one hundred 
and fifty-one hexameters, devoid of poetical merit, in which 
along with a statement of his belief in the Trinity and the In- 
carnation Paulinus gives a curious description of Paradise and 
of Gehenna, and to the latter sends the heretics, several of whom 
he names, (b) Hymns and verses, 10 upon different subjects, 
(c) A poem on duke Eric. u 

1 Liber exkortaivmis, ibid . col. 197-282. a Col. 206, 212 n. a. 

8 Ibid . col. 181-186. 

4 Smith and Wace, Diet. Christ. Biog. s. v. Heistulfus. 

5 Madrisins in Migne, l. c. col. 185. 6 Ibid. col. 511-516. 

T The present Altino, a town on the Adriatic, near Venice. 

8 Migne, 1 c. col. 503-510. 9 De regula fidd } ibid. coL 467-472. 

10 Symni et rhythmi, ibid . col. 479-504 

u De JBerico dnce, ibid. col. 685-686. 
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(7) A Mass. 1 

(8) The preface to a tract upon repentance, 2 which enjoins 
confession to God in tender words. 

(9) A treatise upon baptism. 3 

§ 159. Almin . 

I. Beatus Flaccus Albinus seu Alcuinus: Opera omnia, Migne, 

Tom. C. Cl., reprint of the ed. of Frobenius. Ratisbon, 1772, 2 
vols. fol. Monumenta Alminiana, a P. Jafft preparata, ed. Watten- 
bach et Duemmler (vol. vi. Bibliotheca rerum germanicarum). 
Berlin, 1773. It contains his letters, poems and life of Willibrord. 
His poems ( Carmina ) have been separately edited by E, Dummler 
in Poets, Latini aevi Caroling 1. 1. 169-351, and some additional poe- 
try is given in Addenda, Tom. II. 692. 

II. Vita (Migne, C. col. 89-106), anonymous, but probably by a monk 
of FerriSres, based upon information given by Sigulf, Alcuin’s pupil 
and successor as abbot of Ferrieres. JDe vita B. F. Albini seu Alcuini 
commentatio (col. 17-90), by Froben, for the most part an expan- 
sion of the former by the introduction of discussions upon many 
points. Eulogium historicum Beati Alcuini (Cl. col. 1416-1442), by 
Mabillon. Of interest and value also are the Testimonia veterum et 
quorumdam recenliorum scriptorum (col. 121-134), brief notices of 
Alcuin by contemporaries and others. 

HI. Modern biographies and more general works in which Alcuin is 
discussed. Friedrich Lorentz: Alcuin 7 s Leben, Halle, 1829, 
Eng. trans. by Jane Mary Slee, London, 1837. Francis Monnier : 
Alcuin et son influence litttraire , religieuse et politique chez les Francs ■ 
Paris, 1853, 2d ed. entitled Alcuin et Charlemagne, Paris, 1864. Karl 
Werner: Alcuin and sein Juhrhundert, Paderbom, 1876, 2d ed. 
(unchanged), 1881. J. Bass Mtjllinger : The schools of Charles 
the Great, London, 1877. Cf. Du Pin, YI. 121-124. Ceiller, XII. 
165-214* Hist lit de la France, IV. 295-347. Clarke, II. 453-459. 
BIhr, 78-84 ; 192-195 ; 302-341. Wattisnbach, 3d ed. 1. 123 sqq ; 
Ebert, II. 12-36. Guizot : History of Civilization , Eng, trans., 
Bohn's ed. ii. 231-253. The art. Alcuin by Bishop Stubbs in Smith 
and Wace, Did . Chr. Biog . (i. 73-76), deserves particular mention. 

Flaccus Albinus, or, as he is commonly called in the Old 
English form, Alcuin 4 (“friend of the temple”), the ecclesiastical 


1 Ibid. col. 625-627. 

8 Hot in Migne, but in Mansi, Tom. XIII. 

4 Other forms are Ealdwine, Alchwin, Alquinus. 


* Ibid. col. 627-628. 
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prime minister of Charlemagne, was born in Yorkshire about 
735. He sprang from a noble Northumbrian family, the one to 
which Willibrord, apostle of the Frisians, belonged, and inherited 
considerable property, including the income of a monastic society 
on the Y orkshire coast. 1 At tender age he was taken to the famous 
cathedral school at York, and there was educated by his loving and 
admiring friends, Egbert, archbishop of York (782-766) and 
founder of the school, and Ethelbert, its master. With the 
latter he made several literary journeys on the continent, once 
as far as Rome, and each time returned laden with MS. treasures, 
secured, by a liberal expenditure of money, from different mon- 
asteries. Thus they greatly enlarged the library which Egbert 
had founded. 2 In 766 Ethelbert succeeded Egbert in the arch- 
bishopric of York, and appointed Alcuin, who had previously 
been a teacher, master of the cathedral school, ordained him a 
deacon, Feb. 2, 767, and made him one of the secular canons of 
York minster. In 767 he had Liudger for a pupil. Some 
time between the latter year and 780,’ Ethelbert sent him to 
Italy on a commission to Charlemagne, whom he met, probably 
at Pavia. In 780 Ethelbert retired from his see and gave over 
to Alcuin the care of the library, which now was without a rival 
in England. Alcuin gives a catalogue of it, 4 thus throwing wel- 
come light upon the state of learning at the time. In 780 Alcuin 
again visited Rome to fetch the pallium for Eanbald, Ethelbertfs 
successor. 

On his return he met Charlemagne at Parma (Easter, 781), 
and was invited by him to become master of the School of the 
Palace. This school was designed for noble youth, was attached 
to the court, and held whenever the court was. Charlemagne 
and his family and courtiers frequently attended its sessions, 

1 Vita S. WiUibrordi, I. i. (Migne, 01. col. 695). 

* De pontificibm et someth cedes. JEbor., vv. 1453-56 (Cl. col. 841). 

* Mullinger (p. 47) says in 768. 

4 De poni. et samet. cedes. Eh. vers. 1535-1561 (Diimmler, l. e. 203, 204; Migne, 
OL col. 843 sq.). 
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although they could not be said to be regular scholars. The 
invitation to teach this school was a striking recognition of the 
learning and ability of Alcuin, and as he perceived the 
possibilities of the future thus unexpectedly opened to him he 
accepted it, although the step involved a virtual abnegation 
of his just claim upon the archiepiscopate of York. In the next 
year (782), having received the necessary permission to go 
from his king and archbishop, he began his work. The provi- 
dential design in this event is unmistakable. Just at the time 
when the dissensions of the English kings practically put a stop 
to educational advance in England, Alcuin, the greatest teacher 
of the day, was transferred to the continent in order that under 
the fostering and stimulating care of Charlemagne he might 
rescue it from the bondage of ignorance. But the effort taxed 
his strength. Charlemagne, although he attended his instruction 
and styles him “ his dear teacher,” at the same time abused his 
industry and patience, and laid many very heavy burdens upon 
him. 1 Alc uin had not only to teach the Palatine school, which ne- 
cessitated his moving about with the migratory court to the serious 
interruption of his studies, but to prepare and revise books for 
educational and ecclesiastical uses, and in general to superintend 
the grand reformatory schemes of Charlemagne. How admira- 
bly he fulfilled his multifarious duties, history attests. The 
famous capitulary of 787, 2 which Charlemagne issued and which 
did so much to advance learning, was of his composition. The 
Caroline books, 3 “which werejquite as remarkable in the sphere of 
church life, were his work, at least in large measure. For his 
pecuniajy support and as a mark of esteem Charlemagne gave 
him the monasteries of St. Lupus at Troyes and Bethlehem at 
Ferriferes, and the cell of St. Judecus on the coast of Picardy 

1 On this ground Guizot ( l . e. 246-7) explains in part Alenin’s frequent ex- 
pressions of weariness. 

3 There is an English translation in Guizot, L e. 237, and in Mullinger, 
97-99. 

* See pp. 466 sqq. 
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(St. Josse sur mer). But the care of these only added to his 
burdens. In 789 he went to England on commission from 
Charlemagne to King Offa of Mercia, and apparently desired to 
remain there. Thence in 792 he sent in the name of the Eng- 
lish bishops a refutation of image-worship. But in 793 Charle- 
magne summoned him to his side to defend the church against 
the heresy of Adoptionism and image-worship, and he came. 
In 794 he took a prominent part, although simply a deacon, in 
the council of Frankfort, which spoke out so strongly against 
both, and in 799, at the council of Aachen, he had a six days’ 
debate with Felix, the leader of the Adoptionists, which resulted 
in the latter’s recantation. In his negotiations with the Adop- 
tionists he had the invaluable aid of the indefatigable monk, 
Benedict of Nursia. In 796, Charlemagne gave him in addition 
to the monasteries already mentioned that of St. Martin at 
Tours and in 800 those of Cormery and Flavigny. The mon- 
astery of Tours 1 owned twenty thousand serfs and its revenue 
was regal. To it Alcuin retired, although he would have pre- 
ferred to go to Fulda. 2 There he did good work in reforming 
the monks, regulating the school and enlarging the library. His 
most famous pupil during this period of his life was Rabanus 
Maurus. In the year of his death he established a hospice at 
Duodecim Pontes near Troyes ; and just prior to this event he 
gave over the monastery of Tours to his pupil Fredegis, and 
that of Fcrridres to another pupil, Sigulf. It is remarkable that 
he died upon the anniversaiy on which he had desired to die, 
the Festival of Pentecost, May 19, 804. He was buried in the 
church of St. Martin, although in his humility he had requested 
to be buried outside of it. 

One of his important services to religion was his revision of 
the Vulgate (about 802) by order of Charlemagne, on the basis 
of old and correct MSS., for he probably knew little Greek and 
no Hebrew. This preserved a good Vulgate test for some time. 

* Already spoken of in connection with Gregory of Tours. 

* See the old life of Alcuin, cap. YIII. in Migne, C. coL 98. 
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Alenin was of a gentle disposition, willing, patient and hum- 
ble, and an unwearied student. He had amassed all the treas- 
ures of learning then accessible. He led his age, yet did not 
transcend it, as Scotus Erigena did his. He was not a deep 
thinker, rather he brought out from his memory the thoughts of 
others. He was also mechanical in his methods. Yet he was more 
than a great scholar and teacher, he was a leader in church 
affairs, not only on the continent, but, as his letters show, also in 
England. Charlemagne consulted him continually, and would 
have done better had he more frequently followed his advice. 
Particularly is this true respecting missions. Alcuin saw with 
regret that force had been applied to induce the Saxons to sub- 
mit to baptism. He warned Charlemagne that the result would 
be disastrous. True Christians can not be made by violence, but 
by plain preaching of the gospel in the spirit of love. He 
would have the gospel precepts gradually unfolded to the pagan 
Saxons, and then as they grew in knowledge would require from 
them stricter compliance. Alcuin gave similar council in regard 
to the Huns . 1 His opinions upon other practical points 2 are 
worthy of mention. Thus, he objected to the employment of 
bishops in military affairs, to capital punishment, to the giving 
up of persons who had taken refuge in a church, and to priests 
following a secular calling. He was zealous for the revival of 
preaching and for the study of the Bible. On the other hand 
he placed a low estimate upon pilgrimages, and preferred that 
the money so spent should be given to the poor . 3 

Writings. — The works of Alcuin are divided into nine 
classes. 

I. Letters.* A striking peculiarity of these letters is 
their address. Alcuin and his familiar correspondents, follow- 

1 He requested advice on this point from Paulinus of Aqnileia. See p. 681. 

* Froben in his life of Alenin, cap. XIV., gives his doctrinal position at 
length. Migne, col. 1. e. 82-90. 

* For the proof of the statements in this paragraph see Neander, III p asrim 

* Epietoke, Migne, C. coL 139-512. 
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ing an affectation of scholars in the middle age, write under 
assumed names. 1 Among his correspondents are kings, pa- 
triarchs, bishops and abbots. The value of these letters is 
very great. They throw light upon contemporary history, and 
such as are private, and these are numerous, allow us to look 
into Alcuin’s heart. Many of them, unfortunately, are lost, and 
some are known to exist unprinted, as in the Cotton collection. 
Those now printed mostly date from Tours, and so belong 
to his closing years. They may be roughly divided into three 
groups: 2 (1) those to English correspondents. These show how 
dear his native land was to Alcuin, and how deeply interested 
he was in her affairs. (2) Those to Charlemagne, a large and 
the most important group. 3 Alcuin speaks with freedom, yet 
always with profound respect. (3) Those to his bosom friend, 
Amo of Salzburg. 

II. Exegetical Miscellany. 4 (a) Questions and answers 
respecting the interpretation of Genesis, (b) Edifying and brief 
exposition of the Penitential Psalms , Psalm CXVIII and the 
Psalms of Degrees, (c) Short commentary on Canticles, (d) 
Commentary on Ecclesiastes, (e) A literal, allegorical and moral 
Interpretation of the Hebrew names of our Lord’s ancestors (in 
which he makes much out of the symbolism of the numbers), 
(f) Commentary on portions of John’s Gospel, (g) On Titus, 
Philemon, Hebrews . 5 These comments are chiefly derived from 
the Fathers, and develop the allegorical and moral sense of 
Scripture. That on John’s Gospel is the most important. The 
plan of making a commentary out of extracts was quickly fol- 
lowed and was indeed the only plan in general use in the 
Middle Age. 

1 See above, p. 616 sq. 

’ Ebert, II. 32-36. 

* Guizot analyzes them ( l . c. 243-246). 

* Opwcida exegetica, Migne, 0. 616-1086. 

« That on Revelation in Migne is not bis, but probably by a pupil of Al- 
cuin. It is, however, a more compilation from Ambrosias Autpertus (d. 779.) 
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III. Dogmatic Miscellany . 1 (a) The Trinity, written in 
802 , dedicated to Charlemagne, a condensed statement of Augus- 
tin’s teaching on the subject. It was the model for the “ Sen- 
tences” of the twelfth century. It is followed by twenty-eight 
questions and answers on the Trinity, (b) The Procession of 
the Holy Spirit, similarly dedicated and made up of patristic quo- 
tations. (c) Brief treatise against the heresy of Felix (Adoption- 
ism). (d) Another against it in seven books, (e) A treatise against 
Flipandus in four books, (f ) Letter against Adoptionism, ad- 
dressed to some woman. These writings on Adoptionism are 
very able and reveal learning and some independence. 

TV. Litubgical and Ethical Works . 2 * (a) The Sacraments, 
a collection of mass-formulae, from the use of Tours, (b) The 
use of the Psalms, a distribution of the Psalms under appro- 
priate headings so that they can be used as prayers, together 
with explanations and original prayers : a useful piece of work, 
(c) Offices for festivals, the Psalms sung upon the feast days, 
with prayers, hymns, confessions and litanies : a sort of lay. 
breviary, made for Charlemagne, (d) A letter to Oduin, a 
presbyter, upon the ceremony of baptism, (e) Virtues and vices, 
dedicated to Count Wido, compiled from Augustin, (f ) The 
human soul, addressed in epistolary form to E ulalia (Gundrada), 
the sister of Adalhard, abbot of Corbie, in Prance, (g) Confes- 
sion of sins, addressed to his pupils at St. Martin’s of Tours. 

Y. Hagiogbaphical Wobks . 8 (a) Life of St. Martin of 
Tour*, rewritten from Sulpicius Severus. (b) Life of St. 
Vedast, bishop of Atrebates (Arras), and (c) Life of the most 
blessed presbyter Bequier, both rewritten from old accounts, (d) 
Life of St. WiUibrord, bishop of Utrecht, his own ancestor, in 
two books, one prose, the other verse. This is an original work, 
and valuable as history. 

1 Opweula dogmatiea, Migne, CL col. 11-804 

* Opweula liiurgiea a moralia, ibid. coL 445-656. 

* Opweula kagiographica, Hid. col. 657-724 
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YI. Poems . 1 The poetical works of Alcuin are very numer- 
ous, and of very varied character, including prayers, inscriptions 
for books, churches, altars, monasteries, etc., epigrams, moral 
exhortations, epistles, epitaphs, enigmas, a fable, 2 and a long his- 
torical poem in sixteen hundred and fifty-seven lines upon the 
bishops and saints of the church of York from its foundation 
to the accession of Eanbald. 3 It is very valuable. In its earlier 
part it rests upon Bede, but from the ten hundred and seventh 
line to the close upon original information. It seems to have 
been written by Alcuin in his youth at York. Its style is evi- 
dently influenced by Yirgil and Prudentius. 

YII. Pedagogical Works . 4 (a) Grammar, (b) Orthogra- 
phy. (c) Rhetoric, (d) Dialectics, (e) Dialogue between Pip- 
pin and Alcuin 6 (f) On the courses and changes of the moon 
and the intercalary day (Feb. 24th). These works admit us 
into Alcuin’s school-room, and are therefore of great importance 
for the study of the learning of his day. 

YIIL Dubious Works . 6 (a) A confession of faith , in four 
parts, probably his. (b) Dialogue between teacher and pupils 
upon religion, (c) Propositions, (d) Poems. 

IX. Pbeteeded Works . 7 (a) The holy days, (b) Four 
homilies, (c) Poems. 

§ 160. St. Liudger. 

L S. Liudgebus, Mnigardefordensis Epvscopw : Opera, in Migne, Tom. 
XCIX. col. 746-820. 

IL The old Lives of S. Liudger are four in number. They are found in 
Migne, but best in Die "Vitae Sancti Liudgeri ed. Dr. Wilhelm Die- 
Jeamp. Munster, 1881 (Bd. IV. of the series : Die Gesehiehtsquellen dee 

> Carmina , Ibid. col. 728-848. 

* De gatlo fabuta, Ibid. col. 805. Diimmler, Z. e. 262. 

* Ibid. col. 814-846. Diimmler, Z. e. 169-206. 

4 Opueeula didasealica , Migne, CL col. 849-1002 

4 Guizot gives a translation of this in his Mist. Civilization (Eng. trans. iL 
289-242. 

* Opueeula duhut, Migne, Cl. coL 1027-1170. 

’ Opueeula su pposda, ibid. col. 1173-1314 
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BistJiums Munster). Dr. Diekamp presents revised texts and ample 
prolegomena and notes. (1) The oldest Vita (pp. 8-53) is by Alt- 
frid, a near relative of Liudger and his second successor in the see 
of Munster. It was written by request of the monks of Werden 
about thirty years after Liudger’s death, rests directly upon family 
and other contemporary testimony, and is the source of all later 
Lives. He probably divided his work into two books, but as the 
first book is in two parts, Leibnitz, Pertz and Migne divide the work 
into three books, of which the first contains the life proper, the 
second the miracles wrought by the saint himself, and the third 
those wrought by his relics. (2) Vita Secunda (pp. 54-83) was writ- 
ten by a monk of Werden about 850. The so-called second book of 
this Life really belongs to (3) Vita tertia (pp. 85-134). (2) Follows 
Altfrid, but adds legendary and erroneous matter. (3) Written also 
by a Werden monk about 890, builds upon (1) and (2) and adds new 
matter of a legendary kind. (4) Vita rythmica (pp. 135-220), writ- 
ten by a Werden monk about 1140. Biographies of Liudger have 
been recently written in German by Luise voiff Bo&ktstedt (Mun- 
ster, 1842); P. W. Behreitds (Neuhaldensleben u. Gardelegen, 
1843) ; A. Istvank (Coesfeld, 1860) ; A. Husing (Munster, 1878) ; 
L. Th. W. Pingsmann (Freiburg im Breisgau, 1879). Cf. Die- 
kamp’s full bibliography, pp. CXVIIL-CXXII. For literary criti- 
cism see Ceillier, XII. 218. Hist . lit de la loanee, V. 57-59. 
Ebert, II. 107, 338, 339. 

Liudger, or Ludger, first bishop of Munster, was born 
about 744 at Suecsnon (now Zuilen) on the Yecht, in Frisia. 
His parents, Thiadgrim and Liaf burg, were earnest Christians. 
His paternal grandfather, Wursing, had been one of Willi- 
brord's most zealous supporters (c. 5). 1 He early showed a 
pious and studious disposition (c. 7). He entered the cloister 
school of Utrecht, taught by the abbot Gregory, whose bio- 
grapher he became, laid aside his secular habit and devoted 
himself to the cause of religion. His proficiency in study was 
such that Gregory made him a teacher (c. 8). During the year 

1 This sketch has been derived for the most part directly from Altfrid's Acta 
seu Vita ( ed. Diekamp, pp. 3-53, Migne, col. 769-796) The letter “ c " through- 
out refers to the chapter of the Ada in Migne in which the statement imme- 
diately preceding is found. The dates are mainly conjectural. The Acta gives 
none except that of the saint’s death, but merely occasionally notes the lapse 
of time. 
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767 he received further instruction from Alcuin at York, and 
was ordained a deacon (c. 9). In 768 he was in Utrecht; but 
for the next three years and a half with Alcuin, although Gre- 
gory had been very loath to allow him to go the second time. 
He would have staid longer if a Frisian trader had not mur- 
dered in a quarrel a son of a count of York. The ill feeling 
which this event caused, made it unsafe for any Frisian to re- 
main in York, and so taking with him “ many books” ( oopiam 
librorum ), he returned to Utrecht (c. 10). Gregory had died 
during his absence (probably in 771), and his successor was his 
nephew, Albric, a man of zeal and i piety. Liudger was im- 
mediately on his return to York pressed into active service. 

He was sent to Deventer on the Yssel in Holland, where the 

| 

saintly English missionary Liafwin had just died. A horde of 
pagan Saxons had devastated the place, burnt the church and 
apparently undone Liafwin’s work (c. 13). Liudger was com- 
missioned to rebuild the church and to bury the body of Liaf- 
win, which was lost. Arrived at the spot he was at first unsuc- 
cessful in finding the body, and was about to rebuild the church 
without further search when Liafwin appeared to him in a 
vision and told him that his body was in the south wall of the 
church, and there it was found (c. 14). Albric next sent him 
to Frisia to destroy the idols and temples there. Of the enorm- 
ous treasure taken from the temples Charlemagne gave one- 
third to Albric. In 777 Albric was consecrated bishop at 
Cologne, and Liudger at the same time ordained a presbyter. 

For the next seven years Liudger was priest at Doccum in 
the Ostergau, where Boniface had died, but during the three 
autumn months of each year he taught in the cloister school at 
Utrecht (c. 15). At the end of this period Liudger was fleeing 
for his life, for the pagan Wutukint, duke of the Saxons, in- 
vaded Frisia, drove out the clergy, and set up the pagan altars. 
Albric died of a broken heart, unable to stand the cruel blow. 
Liudger with two companions, Hildigrim and Gerbert, retired 
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to Rome, where for two and a half years he lived in the great 
Benedictine monastery of Monte Cassino (c. 18). There he not 
only had a pleasant retreat but also opportunity to study the 
working of the Benedictine rule. He did not, however, take 
monastic vows. 

His fame for pieiy and learning had meanwhile reached the 
ears of Charlemagne, — probably through Alcuin, — and so on 
his return the emperor assigned to his care five Frisian dis- 
tricts (Hugmerchi, Hunusga, Fuulga, Emisga, Fedirga) upon 
the eastern side of the river Labekus (Lauwers), and also the 
island of Bant. His success as missionary induced him to under- 
take an enterprise in which even Willibrord had failed. He 
sailed over the German Ocean to Heligoland, then called Fosete- 
lant (the land of the god Fosete). His confidence was justified 
by events. He made many converts, among them the son of the 
chief of the island who became a priest and a missionary. Shortly 
after on the mainland there was another irruption of pagans from 
East Frisia, and the usual disheartening scenes of burnt churches, 
scattered congregations, and martyred brethren were enacted. 
But once more the Christian faith conquered (c. 19). Charle- 
magne’s continued regard for Liudger was proved by his gift 
to him of the abbey Lothusa (probably Zele, near Ghent in 
Belgium), in order that its revenues might contribute to his 
support, or that being far from Frisia he might retreat thither 
in times of danger ; and further by his appointment of him to 
the bishopric of Mimigernaford (later form Mimigardevord, 
now Munster, so called from the monasterium which he built 
there), in "Westphalia, which was now sufficiently christianized 
to be ruled ecclesiastically. He still had under his care the 
five districts already named, although so far off. At first these 
charges were held by him as a simple presbyter, and in that 
capacity he carried out one of his darling purposes and built the 
famous monastery of Werden 1 on the Ruhr, formerly called 

1 C- 18. Migne, l & col. 778. Erat mim cu pirns hareditate sua eomobium 
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Diapanbeci. But persuaded by Hildebald he became the first 
bishop of Munster (c. 20). The year of this event is unknown, 
but it was between 802 and 80S. 1 ' Tireless in his activity he 
died in the harness On Sunday, March 26, 809, he preached 
and performed mass at Coesfeld and at Billerbeck. In the 
evening he died (Ada II. c. 7). He was buried at Werden, 
which thus became a shrine of pilgrims. 

The only extant writing of Liudger is his Life of St. Gregory ,* 
which gives a pleasing picture of the saint, in whose school at 
Utrecht many famous men, including bishops, were trained. 
Twelve of its twenty-two chapters are taken up with Boniface. 
Much of the matter is legendary. He also wrote a life of 
Albric,* which is lost. His connection with Helmstedt is 
purely imaginary. The Liudger monastery there was not 
founded by him, for it dates from the tenth century. The 
colony of monks may, however, have well come from Werden, 
and have therefore given the name Liudger to the monastery. 

§ 161 . Theodulph of Orleans. 

I. Theodulph, Aurelianenm episcopus : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. 
CV. col. 187-380. His Carmina are in Diimmler’s Poetas Lai. an. 
Oar. I. 2. pp. 437-581, 629, 630. 

H. L. Batin' Akd : Thiodulfe, Orleans, 1860. Rzehtjxka: Theodulf, Bres- 
lau, 1875 (Dissertation). Cf. the general works, Mabillon : Analecta, 
Paris, 1675. Tom. I. pp. 386 sqq. ; Tiiuboschi : Btstoria della let- 
teratura italiana, new ed. Florence. 1805-13, 20 parts, HI. 1. pp. 196- 
205 (particularly valuable for its investigation of the obscure points 
of Theodulph’s life). Dtj Prsr,YI. 124; Met. lit. de la Prance, IV. 
459-474; Ceulieb, XII. 262-271; B1hb, 91-95, 859, 860; Ebert, 
H 70-84. 

Theodulph, bishop of Orleans, one of the most useful 
churchmen of the Carolingian period, was probably bom in 

construere monaehorum, quod ita poetea Domino opitulante eoncestim eet in loot 
qui vocatur Vuertldna. 

1 A document of Jan., 802, calls Mm " abbott,” and one of April 23, 805, 
ealls him "bishop.” 

* Vita S. Qregorii, Migne, L e. col. 749-770. 

* VUa Alt/ridi, IL c. 6, Migne, l e. col. 783, L 4. 



696 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


Spain, 1 past the middle of the eighth century. In 788 he at- 
tracted the notice of Charlemagne, who called him into France 
and made him abbot of Fleury and of Aignan, both Benedictine 
monasteries in the diocese of Orleans, and later bishop of 
Orleans. He stood in high favor with his king and was en- 
trusted with important commissions. He participated in the 
council of Frankfort (794); was made missus dominions 2 in 798; 
accompanied Charlemagne to Rome, sat as one of the judges in 
the investigation of the charges against Leo III. (800) and received 
from the supreme pontiff the pallium (801). 3 He succeeded 
Alcuin (804) as first theological imperial counsellor. In 809 
he sat in the council of Aix la Chapelle and by request of the 
emperor collected the patristic quotations in defence of the 
FUioque clause. In 811 he was witness to the emperor’s will. 
Louis the Pious, Charlemagne’s son and successor, for a time 
showed him equal honor and confidence, for instance in appoint- 
ing him to meet Pope Stephen V. when he came to the coronation 
at Rheims (816). But two years afterwards he was suspected, 
it would seem without good reason, of complicity in king Ber- 
nard’s rebellion, and on Easter 818 was deposed and imprisoned 
at Angers, in the convent either of St. Aubin or of St. Serge. 
He stoutly persisted in his declaration of innocence, and in 821 
he was released and reinstated, but died 4 on his way back or 
shortly after his arrival in Orleans, and was buried in Orleans 
Sept. 19, 821. 

Theodulph was an excellent prelate; faithful, discreet and 

1 Curiously enough the word used in his epitaph to express his native land 
is ambiguous. The line reads: “Protulit hune Spena, Gallia sed nviriit” 
(Migne, l. e. col. 192) ; but Speria (Hesperia) is a poetical term for either Italy 
or Spain. Cf. Ebert L c. p. 70. 

’ I. e the official dispenser of justice who accompanied the bishop on his 
visitation, and was particularly charged with the examination of the church 
buildings. It was a post of great responsibility. 

* On which Alenin congratulated him (Migne, Patrol. Lot. C. col. 391, Man. 
Ale , Rpixt 156, p. 606). 

4 It is said he was poisoned by order of the person who hod received his see. 



i 161. THEODULPH OP ORLEANS. 


697 


wise. He greatly deplored the ignorance of his clergy and earn- 
estly labored to elevate them. To this end he established many 
schools, and also wrote the Capitula ad presbyteros parochice 
suce mentioned below. In this work he was particularly suc- 
cessful. The episcopal school of Orleans was famous for the 
number, beauty and accuracy of the MSS. it produced. In 
his educational work he enjoyed the assistance of the accom- 
plished poet Wulfin. Theddulph was himself a scholar, well 
read both in secular and religious literature. 1 He had also a 
taste for architecture, and restored many convents and churches 
and built the splendid basilica at Germigny, which was modelled 
after that at Aix la Chapelle. His love for the Bible comes 
out not only in the revision of the Vulgate he had made, and 
practically in his exhortation to his clergy to expound it, but 
also in those costly copies of the Bible which are such master- 
pieces of calligraphy. 2 * 4 He was moreover the first poet of his 
day, which however is not equivalent to saying that he had 
much genius. His productions, especially his didactic poems, 
are highly praised and prized for their pictures of the times, 
rather than for their poetical power. From one of his minor 
poems the interesting fact comes out that he had been married 
and had a daughter called Gisla, who was the wife of a certain 
Suavaric.® 

The extant prose works of Theodulph are : 1. Directions to 
the priests of his diocese* written in 797. They are forty-six in 

1 Cf. Carmina, IV. i. (Migne, l. c. col- 331), in which he names his favorite 
authors. Aicuin proposed him to Charlemagne as competent to refute Felix 
the Adoptionist. Cf. Aicuin, Epistola, LXXXIV- (Migne, Patrol. Lai. C. col 
276). 

1 Leopold Delisle, Les bibles de Th&odvlfe, Paris, 1879. Cf Herzog* VIII. 
449. ! 

* (hrmmay III. 4 (Migne, CV. col. 326). Her husband’s name is given 
thus: “ Suaveque, Gisla, tuo feliciter utere rico,” 1. 29. The occasion of 
the poem was Theodulph ’ b presentation to her of a beautifully illuminated 
psalter. 

4 Gapitvla ad presbyteros parochice sues, Migne, C V. col. 191-208. 
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number and relate to the general and special duties of priests. 
The following are some of the more instructive directions : 
Women must not approach the altar during the celebration of 
mass (c. 6). Nothing may be kept in the churches except hojj 
things (c. 8). No one save priests and unusually holy laity may 
be buried in churches (c. 9). No woman is allowed to live in the 
house with a priest (c. 12). Priests must not get drunk or fre- 
quent taverns (c. 13). Priests may send their relatives to monastic 
schools (c. 19). They may keep schools themselves in which free 
instruction is given (c. 20). They must teach everybody the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed (c. 22). No work must 
be done on the Lord’s JDay (c. 24). Priests are exhorted to pre- 
pare themselves to preach (c. 28). Daily, honest confession of 
sins to God ensures pardon ; but confession to a priest is also 
enjoined in order that through his counsels and prayers the 
stain of sin may be removed (c. 30). True charity consists in 
the union of good deeds and a virtuous life (c. 34). Merchants 
should not sell their souls for filthy lucre (c. 35). Regulations 
respecting fasting (c. 36-43). All should come to church to 
celebrate mass and hear the preaching, and no one should eat 
before communicating (c. 46). 2. To the same, a treatise upon 
sins and their ecclesiastical punishment; and upon the admin- 
istration of extreme unction. 1 3. The Holy Spirit? The collec- 
tion of patristic passages in defense of the FUioque, made by 
order of Charlemagne (809), as mentioned above. It has a 
metrical dedication to the emperor. 4. The ceremony of baptism ,* 
written in 812 in response to Charlemagne’s circular letter on 
baptism which Magnus, archbishop of Sens (801-818), had for- 
warded to him. It consists of eighteen chapters, which minutely 
describe all the steps in the ceremony of baptism. 5. Fragments 
of two sermons .* 

1 GapUuCare ad eosdem, ibid . col. 207-224 

* De Spiritu Sancto, ibid, col. 230-276. 

5 j De ordine baptimi ad Magnum Senonemm libri, ibid . col. 223-240. 

* Fragmertla aerwonum duorwn , ibid, col. 275-282. 
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The Poetical works of Theodulph are divided into six books. 1 
Th c first is entirely devoted to one poem, The exhortation to 
judges , 2 * in which besides describing a model judge and exhort- 
ing all judges to the discharge of their duties he relates his own 
experiences while missus and thus gives a most interesting 
picture of the time.® The second book contains sixteen pieces, 
including epitaphs, and the verses which he wrote in the front of 
one of his illuminated Bibles giving a summary in a line of each 
book, and thus revealing his Biblical scholarship. The verses 
are prefaced in prose with a list of the books. The third book 
contains twelve pieces, including the verses to Gisla already 
mentioned. The fourth book contains nine pieces, the most in- 
teresting of which are c. 1 on his favorite authors, and c. 2 on 
the seven liberal arts, — grammar, rhetoric, dialectics, arithmetic, 
music, geometry and astrology. The fifth book contains four 
pieces : Consolation for the death of a certain brother, a fragment 
On the seven deadly sins, An exhortation to bishops , and four 
lines which express the evangelical sentiment that only by a 
holy life is heaven gained; without it pilgrimages avail nothing. 
The sixth book contains thirty pieces. Ten other poems appear 
in an appendix in Migne. 4 

§ 162. St. EtgU. 

I. Sanctus Eicon, Fuldensis abbas : Opera, in Migne, Tom. CV. col. 
381-444. His Carmina are in Poetos Latini xvi Carolini, ed. 
Dummler I. 2 (Berlin, 1881). 

IT. S. JEigilis vita auctore Candido monacko Fuldensi, in Migne CV. col. 
383-418. mt. lit. de la France, IV. 475-478. Ceillier, XII. 272, 
278. Ebrrt, H. Of. Carl Schwartz : Uebersetzung und Bemer- 
hmgen zu EigiVs Nachrichten iiber die Grmdung und Urgeschichte 
des K loiters Fulda. Fulda, 1858. 

1 Carmina, ibid. col. 283-380. Ebert (I. c. pp. 73-84) analyzes these poems 
at length. 

1 Percenesis ad Judiees, ibid. col. 283-300. 

* Of. H. Hagen: Theodvlji episcopi AureHanensii de iudieibus versus recogniti, 
Bern, 1882 (pp. 31). 

*lbid. col. 377*380. 
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Eigil was a native of Noricum, the name then given to the 
country south of the Danube, around the rivers Inn and Drave, 
and extending on the south to the banks of the Save. In early 
childhood, probably about 760, he was placed in the famous 
Benedictine monastery of Fulda in Hesse, whose abbot, its 
founder Sturm (Sturmi, Sturmin), was his relative. There 
Eigil lived for many years as a simple monk, beloved and re- 
spected for piety and learning. Sturm was succeeded on his 
death (779) by Baugolf, and on Baugolf’s resignation Ratgar 
became abbot (802). Ratgar proved to be a tyrant, 1 and expelled 
Eigil because he was too feeble to work. In 817, Ratgar was 
deposed, and the next year (818) Eigil was elected abbot. A 
few months afterwards, Ratgar appeared as a suppliant for re- 
admission to the monastery. “It was not in Eigil’s power to 
grant this request, but his influence was used to gain for it a 
favorable response at court [i. e. with Louis the Pious], and 
Ratgar for thirteen years longer lived a submissive and penitent 
member of the community which had suffered so much at his 
hands.” 2 This single incident in the life of Eigil goes far to 
prove his right to the title of saint. 

Loath as he had been to accept the responsible position of 
abbot in a monastery which was in trouble, he discharged its 
duties with great assuiduity. He continued Ratgar’s building 
operations, but without exciting the hatred and rebellion of his 
monks. On the contrary, Fulda once more prospered, and when 
he died, June 15, 822, he was able to give over to his successor 
and intimate friend, Rabanus Maurus, a well ordered commu- 
nity. 

The only prose writing of Eigil extant is his valuable life 
of Sturm.’ It was written by request of Angildruth, abbess 
of Bischof heim, and gives an authentic account of the founding 


1 See section on Rabanus Maurus. 

* Mullinger, Schools of Charles the Great, London, |1877, pp. 141, 142. 

* Migne, CV. col. 423-444. 
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Fulda. Every year on Sturm’s day (Dec. 17) it was read 
lid to the monks while at dinner. Eigil’s own biography 
5 written by Candidus, properly Brunn, whom Ratgar had 
t for instruction to Einhard at Seligenstadt, and who was 
ncipal of the convent school under Rabanus Maurus. The 
graphy is in two parts, the second being substantially only a 
etition in verse of the first. 1 

§ 163. Amalarius. 

Symphositjs Am a Tj abius : Opera omnia in Migne, Tom. CV. col. 
815-1340. His Carmina are in DtiMMLEB, Poetce Latini cevi Caro- 
lini, 1. 426-428. 

Dtr Pin, VII. 79, 158-160. Ceillieb, XII. 221-223. Hist. lit. de la 
France, IV. 531-546. Clarke, II. 471-473. Bahb, 380-383. 
Heeele, IV. 10, 45, 87, 88. Ebebt, II. 221, 222. 

^MALAKitrs was a deacon and priest in Metz, and died in 837, 
abbot of Hornbach in the same diocese. It is not known 
en or where he was born. During the deposition of Agobard 
3-837), Amalarius was head of the church at Lyons. He 
3 one of the ecclesiastics who enjoyed the friendship of Louis 
Pious, and took part in the predestination controversy, but 
work against Gottschalk, undertaken at Hincmar’s request, 
lost. lie was prominent in councils. Thus he made the 
ristic compilation from the Fathers (particularly from Isidore 
Seville) and councils upon the canonical life, which was pre- 
ted at the Diet at Aix-la-Chapelle in 817,’ and partly that 
on image-worship in the theological congress of Paris, pre- 
ted Dec. 6, 825. In 834, as representative of Agobard, he 
d a council at Lyons and discoursed to the members for three 
7B upon the ecclesiastical offices, as explained in his work 
ntioned below. The majority approved, but Floras of Lyons 
[ not, and sent two letters to the council at Diedenhofen, call- 

The second part is in Diimmler, Poetce , II. pp. 94-117. 

The Forma imtHutionu carionicorum et sanctimonicdium in Migne, Torn. CV. 
-976, is the full collection in two books, but Amalarius* share was confined 
he first book and probably only to a part of that. Of. Hefele, IV. 10. 



702 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


ing attention to Amalarius’ insistence upon the use of the Roman 
order and his dangerous teaching : that there was a threefold body 
of Christ, (1) the body which he had assumed, (2) the body 
which he has in us so long as we live, (3) the body which is in 
the d^d . Hence the host must be divided into three parts, one 
of which is put in the cup, one on the paten and one on the 
altar, corresponding to these three forms respectively. Farther 
he was charged with teaching that the bread of the Eucharist 
stood for the body, the wine for the soul of Christ, the chalice for 
his sepulchre, the celebrant for Joseph of Arimathea, the archdea- 
con for Mcodemus, the deacons for the apostles, the sub-deacons 
for the women at the sepulchre. But the council had business in 
hand of too pressing a character to admit of their investigating 
these charges. Hot discouraged, Floras sent a similar letter to 
the council of Quiercy (838), and by this council the work of 
Amalarius was censured. 1 

His writings embrace (1) Rules for the canonical life? already 
referred to. It treats of the duties of ecclesiastics of all grades. 

(2) Four books upon The ecclesiastical offices? It was written 
by request of Louis the Pious, to whom it is dedicated, and was 
completed about 820. In order to make it better, Amalarius 
pursued special investigations in Tours, at the monasteiy of 
Corbie, and even went to Rome. In 827 he brought out a sec- 
ond and greatly improved edition. In its present shape the 
work is important for the study of liturgies, since it describes 
minutely the exact order of service as it was observed in the 
Roman church in the ninth century. If Amalarius had been 
content to have given merely information it would have been 
better for his reputation. As it was he attempted to give the 
reasons and the meanings of each part of the service, and of 
each article in any way connected with the service, and hence 

1 See Floras’ letters in Migne, Tom. CXIX. col. 71-95. 

* Begula eanomcorum, in Migne, C V. col. 815-934. 

* De eedetiaetieis officiis Ubri quotum, i bid L coL 985-1242. 
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was led into wild and often ridiculous theorizing and allegorizing. 
Thus the priest's alb signifies the subduing of the passions, his 
shoes, upright walking; his cope, good works; his surplice, 
readiness to serve his neighbors; his handkerchief good 
thoughts, etc. 

(3) On the order of the anthems, 1 i. e. in the Roman service. 
It- is a compilation of the antiphones of the Roman and French 
churches. 

(4) Eclogues on the office of the mass, 2 meaning again the Ro- 
man mass. This insistence upon the Roman order was directed 
against Archbishop Agobard of Lyons, who had not only not 
adopted the Roman order, but had expurgated the liturgy of his 
church of everything which in his judgment savored of false 
doctrine or which was undignified in liturgical expression. 

(5) Epistles? The first letter, addressed to Jeremiah, arch- 
bishop of Sens, on the question whether one should write Jhesus 
or Jesus. The second is Jeremiah’s reply, deciding in favor of 
Jhesus. In the third, Amalarius asks Jonas of Orleans whether 
one should uselHCorlHSasa contraction of Jesus. 
Jonas favored I H S. The fourth is on the Eucharist. Rant- 
garius is his correspondent Amalarius maintains the Real 
Presence. He says the first cup at supper signified the Old Tes- 
tament sacrifices, the figure of the true blood, which was in the 
second cup. Th e fifth letter is to Hetto, a monk, who had asked 
whether “ seraphin ” or “ seraphim ” is the correct form. Ama- 
larius replies with learned ignorance that both are correct, for 
“seraphin” is neuter and “seraphim,” masculine! The sixth 
is the most important of the series. It is addressed to a certain 
Guntrad, who had been greatly troubled because Amalarius had 
spit shortly after having partaken of the Eucharist, and there- 
fore had voided a particle of the body of Christ. Amalarius, 

1 Liber de ordine antvphonarii, ibid. col. 1243-1316. 

* Edogat de officio miuce, ibid. col. 1315-1332. 

* Epistolae, ibid. 1333-1340. 
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in his reply, says that he had so much phlegm in his throat that 
he was obliged to spit very frequently. He did not believe, 
however, that God would make that which helped his bodily 
injure his spiritual health. He then goes on to say that the true 
honor of the body of Christ is by the inner man, into which it 
enters as life. Hence if one who inwardly revered the host 
should accidentally or unavoidably spit out a fragment of the 
host he must not be judged as thereby dishonoring the body of 
Christ. He thus touches, without passing judgment upon, the 
position of the Stercoranists. The last letter is only a fragment 
and is so different in style from the former that it probably is 
not by Amalarius of Metz. 

§ 164. Mnhard. 

I. Einhardus : Opera in Migne, Tom. CIY. col. 351-610; and Vita 

Caroli in Tom. XCVII. col. 25-62 ; also complete Latin and French 
ed. by A. Teijlet: (Euvres completes d* Eginhard , reunies pour la pre- 
mise fois et traduites en frangais. Paris, 1840-43, 2 vols. The An- 
nates and Vita of Migne’s ed. are reprinted from Pertz’s Monumenta 
Qermaniae historica (I. 135-189 and II. 433-463, respectively); 
separate ed. of the Vita , Hannover, 1839. The best edition of the 
EpistolcB and Vita is in Philipp Jaff£ : Monumenta Carolina , Ber- 
lin, 1867, pp. 437-541 ; and of the Passio Marcellini et Petri is in 
Ernest Dt^MMLER ; Poltce Latini cevi Caroling Tom. II. (Berlin, 
1884), pp. 125-135. Teulet’s translation of Einhard's complete 
works has been separately issued, Paris, 1856. Einhard's Vita Caroli 
has been translated into German by J. L. Ideler, Hamburg, 1839, 2 
vols. (with very elaborate notes), and by Otto Abel, Berlin, 1850; 
and into English by W. Glaister, London, 1877, and by Samuel Epes 
Turner, New York, 1880. Einhard's Annales have been translated 
by Otto Abel (Einhard's Jahrbiicher), Berlin, 1850. 

II. Cf. the prefaces and notes in the works mentioned above. Also Ceil- 

lier, XII. 352-357. Hist, lit de la Prance, IY. 550-567. Bahr, 
200-214. Ebert, II. 92-104. Also J. W. Oh. Steiner: Qeschichte 
und Beschreibmg der Stadt und ehemal Abtd Seligenstadt . Aschaffen- 
burg, 1820. 

Einhard (or Eginhard ), 1 the biographer of Charlemagne 

1 The name is variously spelled, but the now common form B ginhard is first 
found in the twelfth century. 
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and the best of the historians of the Carolingian age, was the 
son of Einhard and Eugilfrita, and was bom about 770, in that 
part of the Valley of the Main which belongs to Hesse- 
Darmstadt. His family was noble and his education was con- 
ducted in the famous Benedictine monastic school of St. Boni- 
face at Fulda, to which his parents sent gifts. 1 About 792 the 
abbot Baugolf sent him to the court of Charlemagne, in order 
that his already remarkable attainments might be increaed and 
his ability find ample scope. The favorable judgment and pro- 
phet of Baugolf were justified by events. He soon won all 
hearts by his amiable disposition and applause by his versatile 
learning. He married Imma, a maiden of noble family, sister 
of Bernharius, bishop of Worms, and with her lived very happily 
for many years. 2 She bore him a son named Wussin who be- 
came a monk at Fulda. He enjoyed the Emperor’s favor to 
a marked degree, 3 and figured in important and delicate matters. 
Thus he was sent in 806 to Rome to obtain the papal signature 
to Charlemagne’s will dividing the empire among his sons. 4 
Again in 813 it was he who first suggested the admission of 
Louis to the co-rcgency. He superintended the building opera- 
tions of Charlemagne, e. g. at Aix la Chapelle (Aachen), ac- 
cording to the ideas of Vitruvius, whom he studied diligently.® 
His skill as a craftsman won him the academic title of Beza- 
leel.® He pursued his studies and gathered a fine library of 
classic authors. He edited the court annals. 7 Charlemagne’s 
death (814) did not alter his position. Louis the Pious re- 
tained him as councillor and appointed him in 817 instructor 

1 JafF4 1. c. p. 488. 

’The legend that Imma was the daughter of Charlemagne dates from 
the twelfth century, and probably arose from the false reading nepttiatem 
(“ nephew ”) for ne pietatem in Eginhard’s letter to Lothair. See JaffS, p. 446 

* Walahfrid’s Prologue to the Vita, see JaffS, p. 508. 

4 Annates 806, in Migne, CIV. col. 466, L 2, fr. bel. 

5 Epi&ldos, ed. Jaflfc, no. 56, p. 478, ed. Migne, no. 30 (coL 620). 

* Alcuin, Epiit. ed. JaflS, no. 112, p. 459. 

T See below. 



706 


FOURTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


to his son Lothair. When trouble broke out (830) between 
father and son he did his best to reconcile them. 

Alth ough a layman he had received at different times since 
815 a number of church preferments. Louis made him abbot 
of Fontenelle in the diocese of Rouen, of St. Peter’s of Bland- 
igny and St. Bavon’s at Ghent, of St. Servais , at Maastricht, 
and head of the church of St. John the Baptist at Pavia. On 
Jan. 11, 815, Louis gave Einhard and Imma the domains of 
Miehelstadt and Mulinheim in the Odenwald on the Main; 
and on June 2 of that year he is first addressed as abbot. 1 As 
the political affairs of the empire became more complicated he 
withdrew more and more from public life, and turned his at- 
tention to literature. He resigned the care of the abbey of 
Fontenelle in 823, and after administrating other abbeys sought 
rest at Miehelstadt. There he built a church in which he put 
(827) the relics of the saints Marcellinus and Petrus which had 
been stolen from the church of St. Tiburtius near Rome. 2 * 4 A 
year later, however, he removed to Mulinheim, which name he 
changed to Seligenstadt; there he built a splendid church and 
founded a monastery. After his unsuccessful attempt to end 
the strife between Louis and Lothair he retired altogether to 
Seligenstadt. About 836 he wrote his now lost work upon 
the Worship of the Gross, which he dedicated to Servatus 
Lupus* In 836 his wife died. His grief was inconsolable, 
and aroused the commiseration of his friends ; * and even the 
emperor Louis made him a visit of condolence.® But he carried 
his burden till his death on March 14, 840. He is honored 
as a saint in the abbey of Fontenelle on February 20. His 
epitaph was written by Rabanus Maurus. 

1 For Ms preferments see Jafig p. 493-495. On p. 493, Jaflffe proves that 
Einhard did not separate himself from his wife after becoming an abbot. 

* 8ee Account of the removal, etc., below. 

* See Lupus’ reply to his letter (Lupus, Epist. ed. Migne, CXIX. col 445). 

4 See Mr letter to Lupus and Lupus’ reply, ibid. col. 437-446. 

* Jaflg ed. p. 499. 
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He and his wife were originally buried in one sarcophagu: 
in the choir of the church in Seligenstadt, but in 1810 th< 
sarcophagus was presented by the Grand Duke of Hesse to th< 
count of Erbach, who claims descent from Einhard as the hus 
band of Imma, the reputed daughter of Charlemagne. Th< 
count put it in the famous chapel of his castle at Erbach in thi 
Odenwald. 

Einhard was in stature almost a dwarf, but in mind he wai 
in the esteem of his contemporaries a giant. His classical train- 
ing fitted him to write an immortal work, the 'Life of Chcurle 
magne. His position at court brought him into contact on terms 
of equality with all the famous men of the day. In youth h< 
sat under Alcuin, in old age he was himself the friend and in- 
spirer of such a man as Servatus Lupus. His life seems t< 
have been on the whole favored, and although a courtier, h< 
preserved his simplicity and purity of character. 

His Writings embrace : 

1. The Life of the Emperor Charlemagne } This is one of th< 
imperishable works in literature. It is a tribute of sincere admi 
ration to one who was in many respects the greatest statesmai 
that ever lived. It was Einhard’s ambition to do for Charle 
magne what Suetonius had done for Augustus. Accordingly 
he attempted an imitation of Suetonius in style and as far a 
possible in contents, 2 and it is high praise to say that Einhart 
has not failed. The Life is the chief source of knowledge abou 
Charlemagne personally, and it is so written as to carry th< 
stamp of candor and truth, so that his private life stands re 
vealed and his public life sufficiently outlined. Einhard begai 
it soon after Charlemagne’s death (814) and finished it abou 
820. It quickly attained a wide-spread and enthusiastic recep 
tion* It was looked upon as a model production. Late 

1 Vita Caroli Imperatoru, in Migne, XGVH. col. 27-62. Cf. Jafffe’s ed., pj 
507-641. 

* The critical editions of the Vita bring this fact out yeiy plainly. C 
Ebert, 1.0. 96. s Pertz collated sixty MSS. of it. 



708 


FOTJBTH PERIOD. A.D. 590-1049. 


writers drew freely upon it and portions were rendered into 
verse 1 . It is not, however, entirely free from inaccuracies, as 
the critical editions show. 

2. The Annals of Lorsch. 2 Einhard edited and partly re- 
wrote them from 741 to 801, 3 and wrote entirely those from 
802 to 829. These annals give a brief record of the events of 
each year from the beginning of Pepin’s reign till the withdrawal 
of Einhard from court. 

3. Account of the removed of the relics of the blessed martyrs 
MarceUinus and Petrus* This is a very extraordinary narra- 
tive of fraud and cunning and “ miracles.” In brief it very 
candidly states that the relics were stolen by Deusdona, a Roman 
deacon, Ratleik, Einhard’s representative, and Hun, a servant 
of the abbey of Soissons. But after they had been safely con- 
veyed from Rome they were openly exhibited, and very many 
“miracles” were wrought by them, and it was to relate these 
that the book was written. 

4. The Passion of Marcellinus and Petrus 5 is a poem of three 
hundred and fifty-four trochaic tetrameters. It has been attri- 
buted to Einhard, but the absence of all allusion to the removal 
of the relics of these saints renders the authorship very doubt- 
ful.® 

5. Letters / There are seventy-one in all; many of them 
defective. They are mostly very brief and on matters of busi- 
ness. Several are addressed to Louis and Lothair, and one to 
Servatus Lupus on the death of his (Einhard’s) wife, which 
deserves particular attention. 

1 Cf. Bahr, l. e. 210. 

1 Annates Laiirimnses et Egmhard, in Migne, CIV. col. 367-508. Mon. Oerrn. 
Script. 1. 134-218. 

8 These are known as The Annates Laurissensfs because the oldest and com- 
pl-itest MS. was found in the monastery of Lorsch. Their original text is 
printed alongside of Einhard’s revision. 

4 Historia trandationis BB. Christi martyrum MareelMni et Petri in Migne. 
Ibid. co 1 . 537-594 * Be passions M. et P. Ibid. col. 593-600. 

! So Ebert, l. c. 103. 7 Epistolos in Migne, ibid. col. 509-538. 
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§ 165. Smaragdus. 

I. SMARAGDUS, abbas monasterii Saneti Michcelis Virdunensis: Optra 
omnia in Migne, Tom. CHI. cols. 9-980 : with Picra’s notes, cols. 
1111-1132. His Oarmina are in Dummler, Pcetas Latini am Caro- 
Uni, 1. 605-019. 

IL Haukeau : Singularity historiques et litteraires. Paris, 1861 (pp. 
100 sqq.) H. Keil : De grammatieie quibusdam latinis infimrn cetatis 
(Program). Erlangen, 1868. Hist. lit. de'la France, IV. 439-447. Ceil- 
liek, XII. 254r-257. BAhr, 362-364. Ebert, II. 108-12. 

Of the early life of Smaragdus nothing is known. He joined 
the Benedictine order of monks, and after serving as principal 
of the convent school was elected about 805 abbot of the monas- 
tery on Mt. Castellion. Sometime later he moved his monks 
a few miles away and founded the monastery of St. Mihiel on 
the banks of the Meuse, in the diocese of Verdun. He was a 
man of learning and of practical activity. In consequence he 
was highly esteemed by the two monarchs under whom he lived, 
Charlemagne and Louis the Pious. The former employed him 
to write the letter to Pope Leo III. in which was communicated 
the decision of the council of Aix la Chapelle (809) respecting 
the adoption of the Filioqae, and sent him to Rome with the 
commissioners to lay the matter before the pope. He acted as 
secretary, and drew up the protocol. Louis the Pious showed 
him equal consideration, richly endowed his monastery, and in 
824 appointed him to act with Frotharius, bishop of Toul (813— 
837) as arbitrator between Ismund, abbot of Milan, and his 
monks. Smaragdus died about 840. 

His writings show diligence and piety, but no originality. 
His published works in prose are : (I) Collections of Comments 
on the Epistle and Gospd for each holy day in the year, 1 an un- 
critical but comprehensive compilation from numerous ecclesi- 
astical writers, prepared for the use of preachers, and described 

1 Colb’ctumes in spatulas et evangelic de tempore et de eanetis. Migne, CII. col 
13-552. 
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by the author as a liber comitis. (2) The moulds diadem f a col- 
lection in one hundred chapters of ascetic rules and reflections 
concerning the principal duties and virtues of the monastic life. 
It is for the most part a compilation. The sources are the Col- 
leetiones patrum of Cassian and the writings of Gregory the 
Great. Smaragdus made it after his elevation to the abbotship 
and enjoined its daily evening reading upon his monks. 1 2 It 
proved to be a very popular work, was widely circulated during 
the Middle Age, and has been repeatedly published. 3 4 (3) Com- 
mentary upon the rule of St. Benedict* undertaken in aid of the 
monastic reforms instituted by the council of Aix la Chapelle 
(817). It is characterized by great strictness. (4) The Royal 
way, 5 dedicated to Louis the Pious while king of Aquitania. 6 
It consists of thirty-two chapters of moral and spiritual coun- 
sels, which if faithfully followed will conduct an earthly king 
into the heavenly kingdom. The work is really only an adap- 
tation of the Diadem to the wants of the secular life. (5) Acts 
of the Roman conference , 7 the protocol already alluded to. (6) 
Epistle of Charles the Great to Leo the Pope upon the procession 
of the Holy Spirit , 8 the letter mentioned above. (7) Epistle of 
Frotharius and Smaragdus to the Emperor Louis, 9 the report of 
the arbitrators. (8) A larger grammar or a commentary upon 
Donatus. 10 His earliest work, written at the request of his 

1 JDiadema monachorum, ibid. col. 593- 690. 

3 U M quia mos est monachorum. ut regulam beati Benedidi ad capitulum leg ant 
quotidie matutinum: volumus ut iete libellus ad eorum capitulum quotidie legatur 
veepertmum (col. 693).” 

* Paris, 1532, 1640; Antwerp, 1540; Bibliotheca Maxima, Lyons, 1677, Tom. 
XVI. pp. 1 305—1342, and Migne, Patrol Lot Cl I., Phhs, 1851. 

4 Gmvrymtaria in regvlum Sancti Benedidi, Migne, OIL col. 689-932. 

6 Via regia, ibid . col 933-970. 6 So Ebert, l. c. p. 111. 

* Acta coflafionis Bomanoe Migne, CII. col. 971-976 

1 Epistota Caroli Magni ad Leonem Papam de procesmne Spirits Sandi, 

Migne, XCVIII. col. 923-929. 

* Epi&tola Frotharii et Smaragdi ad Ludovicum Imperatorem, Migne, CVI. col 
865-866. 

10 Grammatica major seu commmtariue in Donatom. 
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scholars, probably between 800 and 805. It is still unprinted, 
except a small portion. 1 There yet remain in MS. a Commen- 
tary on the Prophets, and a History of the Monastery of St. 
Michael . 2 Smaragdus also wrote poetry. Besides a hymn to 
Christ, 3 there have been preserved his metrical introductions to 
his Collections and Commentary on the rule of St. Benedict, of 
which the first has twenty-nine lines in hexameter, and the 
second thirty-seven distichs. 

§ 166. Jonas of Orleans. 

L JONAS, Aurelianensis episcopm : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. CVX 
coL 117-394 

II. Du Pin, VII. 3, 4 Ceiuliek, XII. 389-394. Hist. lit. de la France, 
V. 20-31. BAhr, 394r-398. Ebert, II. 225-230. 

Jonas was a native of Aquitania, and in 821 succeeded Theo- 
dulph as archbishop of Orleans. In the first year of his episco- 
pate he reformed the convent at Mici, near Orleans, and there- 
by greatly extended its usefulness. His learning in classical 
and theological literature joined to his administrative ability 
made him a leader in important councils, and also led to his 
frequent employment by Louis the Pious on delicate and diffi- 
cult commissions. Thus the emperor sent him to examine the 
administration of the law in certain districts of his empire, and 
in 835 to the monasteries of Fleury and St. Calez in Le Mans. 
His most conspicuous service was, however, in connection with 
the gathering of bishops and theologians held at Paris in Nov. 
825 to consider the question of image-worship. The emperor 
sent him and Jeremiah, archbishop of Sens, to Rome to lay be- 
fore the pope that part of the collection of patristic quotations 
on the subject made by Halitgar and Amalarius, which was- 
most appropriate. 4 The issue of this transaction is unknown. 
He was the leading spirit in the reform council of Paris (829), 
and probably drew up its acts ; 6 and again at Diedenhofen, 

1 Mabillon, Vetera analecta, Not. ed. (Paris, 1723) pp. 357, 358. 

> Of. Mabillon, l. c * Ebert, l. e. p. 112. * Hefele, IV. 46. 

* Ebert, l e. p. 226. Hefele does not mention him in this connection. 
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where, on March 4, 835, he dictated the protocol of Ebo’s depo- 
sition. 1 He died at Orleans in 843 or 844. 

His Writings are interesting and important, although few. 

1. The layman’ 8 rule of life, 2 in three books, composed in 828 
for Mathfred, count of Orleans, who had requested instruction 
how to lead a godly life while in the bonds of matrimony. The 
first and last books are general in their contents, but the second 
is for the most part specially addressed to married people. As 
might be expected Jonas takes strong ground against vice in all 
its forms and so his work has great value in the history of 
ethics. It is very likely that the second book was composed 
first. 3 

2. The King’s rule of life* written about 829 and dedicated 
to Pepin. Both the above-mentioned works are little more 
than compilations from the Bible and the fathers, especially from 
Augustin, but the author’s own remarks throw a flood of light 
upon the sins and follies of his time. 5 

3. The Worship of Images . 6 This is his chief work, and a 
very important one. It is in three books, and was written 
against Claudius of Turin. It was nearly finished at the time 
of the latter’s death (839), and then laid aside since Jonas fancied 
that the bold position of Claudius would scarcely be assumed by 
any one else. But when he found that the pupils and followers 
of Claudius were propagating the same opinions he took up 
his book again and finished it about 842. It had been begun 
at the request of Louis the Pious; but he having died in 840, 
Jonas dedicated the work to his son, Charles the Bald, in a let- 
ter in which the above-mentioned facts about its origin are 

1 Hefele, IV. 87. 

* Be institutions Imcdi. Migne, CVL ool. 121-278. 

1 Ebert, L «. p. 229. 

4 Be imstitutione regia. Migne, CVI. col. 279-306. 

4 The fact that portions of these two books not only agree word for word but 
also with the Acts of the Paris reform-council of 829 is proof) as Ebert main- 
tains (pp. 227-29), of the prior existence of the Acts. 

* Be cttftu imaginim, Migne, CVI. col. 305-388. 
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stated. Jonas opposes Claudius with his own weapons of irony 
and satire, gives his portrait in no flattering colors and even 
ridicules his latinity. The first book defends the use of images 
(pictures), the invocation and worship of the saints, the doctrine 
of their intercession, and the veneration due to their relics, but 
asserts that the French do not worship images. The second 
book defends the veneration of the cross, and the third pilgrim- 
ages to Rome. 

4. History of the translation of the relics of Saint Hubert . l 
Hubert, patron saint of hunters, died in 727 as first bishop of 
Li6ge, and was buried there in St. Peter’s church. In 744 he 
was moved to another portion of the church, but in 825 bishop 
Walcand of Li6ge removed his relics to the monastery of And- 
vin which he had re-established, and it is this second translation 
which Jonas describes. 

§ 167. JRabanus Mawrus. 

I. Rabanus Maurus : Opera, omnia, in Migne, Tom. OYII.-CXII. His 

Garmina are in Diimmler’s Poetos Lalini osvi Oarolini, II. 159-258. 
Migne’s edition is a reprint, with additions, of that of Colvenerius, 
Cologne, 1617, hut is not quite complete, for Diimmler gives new 
pieces, and others are known to exist in MS. 

II. The Prolegomena in Migne, CVII. col. 9-106, which contains the 

Vitce by Mabillon, Rudolf, Raban’s pupil, and by Trithemius. 
Johann Franz Buddeus : JDissertatio de vita ac doctrina Rabani 
Mauri Magnentii, Jena, 1724. Friedrich Heinrich Christian 
Schwarz : Commentatio de Rabano Mauro, primo Gerrnanice prcecep- 
tore (Program). Heidelberg, 1811. Johann Konrad Dahl.- 
Leben und Schriften des Erzbischofs Rabanus Mawrus. Fulda, 1828. 
NiCOLAS Bach : Hrabanus Maurus ; der Sehopfer des deutschen Sohul- 
wesem (Program). Fulda, 1835. Friedrich Kunstmann : JBraba- 
nus Magnentius Maurus. Mainz, 1841. THEODOR SPENGLER : 
Leben des heiliaen Rhabanus Maurus. Regensburg, 1856. K6HLER : 
Hrabanus Maurus und die Schulezu Fulda (Dissertation). Leipzig, 
1870. RICHTER : Rabanus Maurus. Fin Beitrag ear Geschiohte der 
Padagogik im MUtelalter (Program). Malchin, 1883. Cf. E. F. J. 
Dronke : Codex dip. Fuld. Oassel, 1850. J. Bass MullINGER : 
The Schools of Charles the Great. London, 1877, pp. 138-167. J. F. 

1 EMoria trandationis S- Hucberti, ibid. col. 389-394. 
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BoHMEB: Begmten zur Qeteh. d. Mainzer Erzbischofe, ed. C. Will. 
1. Bd. A. D. 742-1160. Innsbruck, 1877. 

TTT Du Put, VH. 160-166. CEILLIEB, XII. 446-476. JBUt. lit. de la 
France, V. 151-203. BAhb, 415-447. Ebebt, H. 120-145. 

HIS LIFE. 

Magnentius Hbabahus Matjeus is the full name, as 
■written by himself, 1 of one of the greatest scholars and teachers 
of the Carolingian age. He was bom in Mainz 4 about 776. 
At the age of nine he was placed by his parents in the famous 
Benedictine monastery of Fulda, in the Grand-duchy of 
Hesse, which was then in a very flourishing condition under 
Baugolf (780-802). There he received a careful education both 
in sacred and secular learning, for Baugolf was himself a class- 
ical scholar. Baban took the monastic vows, and in 801 was 
ordained deacon. In 802 Baugolf died and was succeeded by 
Batgar. The new abbot at first followed the example of his 
predecessor, and in order to keep up the reputation of the 
monastery for learning he sent the brightest of the inmates to 
Tours to receive the instruction of Alcuin, not only in theology 
but particularly in the liberal arts. Among them was Raban, 
who indeed had a great desire to go. The meeting of the able 
and experienced, though old, wearied and somewhat mechanical 
teacher, and the fresh, vigorous, insatiable student, was fraught 
with momentous consequences for Europe. Alcuin taught 
Baban far more than book knowledge; he fitted him to 
teach others, and so put him in the line of the great teachers — 
Isidore, Bede, Alcuin. Between Alcuin and Baban there sprang 
up a very warm friendship, but death removed the former in 

1 Prxfaiio to hia De laudibut tan eta crude, Migne, CVT1. col. 147, 148. Mag- 
ncntiue indicates his birth at Mainz, which was called in the Old High 
German Mageme (see Ebert II. 121 n.). Hrabanm is the Latinized form of 
Hraban (i e. “raven”). Rabanwa is the ordinary spelling. Afaunw was the 
epithet given to him by Alenin (Migne, CIX. col. 10) to indicate that in Ba- 
boons were found the virtnea which had. made Maurua the favorite disciple 
of the great St. Benedict. 

* Ct his self-written epitaph, Migne, CXII. col. 1671. 
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the same year in which Raban returned to Fulda (804), and so 
what would doubtless have been a most interesting correspond- 
ence was limited to a single interchange of letters. 1 

Raban was appointed principal of the monastery’s school. In 
his work he was at first assisted by Samuel, his fellow-pupil 
at Tours, but when the latter was elected bishop of Worms 
Raban carried on the school alone. The new abbot, Ratgar, 
quickly degenerated into a tyrant with an architectural mania. 
He begrudged the time spent in study and instruction. Accord- 
ingly he chose very effective measures to break up the school. 
He took the books away from the scholars and even from their 
principal, Raban Maur. 2 In 807 the monastery was visited with 
a malignant fever, and a large proportion of the monks, espe- 
cially of the younger ones, died, and many left. Thus by death 
and defection the number was reduced from 400 to 150, but 
those who remained had to work all the harder. It was pro- 
bably during this period of misrule and misery that Raban 
made his journey to Palestine, to which, however, he only once 
alludes. 8 On December 23, 814, he was ordained priest. 4 

In 817 Ratgar was deposed and Raban’s friend Eigil elected 
in his place.® With Eigil a better day dawned for the mon- 
astery. Raban was now unhampered in teaching and able once 
more to write. The school grew so large that it had to be divided. 
Those scholars who were designed for the secular life were 
taught in a separate place outside the monastery. The library 
was also much increased. 

In 822 Eigil died and Raban was elected his successor. He 

1 Only one of the two, Alcuin's, has been preserved (Migne, C. coL 398). 
That Raban wrote first is a reasonable conjecture from Alenin’s letter. Cf. 
Mullinger, p. 139. 

3 In a poem (Migne, CXII. col. 1600) addressed to Ratgar, he gently pleads 
for the return of his books and papers. In another longer poem he describes 
the defection caused by Ratgar’s tyranny (ibid. col. 1621). 

* In his comment on Joshua xL 8 (Migne, CVIII. col. 1068, 1. 88). 

* Migne. CVII. ooL 16. 

* See p. 700. 
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proved a good leader in spiritual affairs. He took personal 
interest in the monks, and frequently preached to them. He 
paid particular attention to the education of the priests. He 
compiled books for their especial benefit, and as far as possible 
taught in the school, particularly on Biblical topics. The prin- 
cipal of the school under him was Candidus, already mentioned 
as the biographer of Eigil. 1 His most famous pupils belong 
to this period: Servatus Lupus, Walahfrid Strabo (826—829) 
and Otfrid. He showed his passion for collecting relics, which 
he enshrined in a very costly way. He also built churches 
and extended the influence of Fulda by colonizing his monks 
in different places, adding six affiliated monasteries to the six- 
teen already existing. 

In the spring of 842 Baban laid down his office and retired 
to the “ cell ” on the Petersberg, in the neighborhood of Fulda. 
There he thought he should be able to end his days in literary 
activity undisturbed by the cares of office. To this end he 
called in the aid of several assistants and so worked rapidly. 
But he was too valuable a man to be allowed to retire from 
active life. Accordingly on the death of Otgar, archbishop of 
Mainz (April 21, 847), he was unanimously elected by the chap- 
ter, the nobility and the people of Mainz his successor. He 
reluctantly consented, and was consecrated June 26, 847. In 
October of that year he held his first synod in the monastery 
of St. Alban’s, Mainz. It was a provincial council by com- 
mand of Louis the German. Among the notables present 
were his suffragans, Samuel of Worms, his former fellow-teacher, 
Ebo of Hildesheim, Haymo of Halberstadt, his fellow-student 
under Alcuin, and also Ansgar of Hamburg, who had come to 
plead for the Northern mission. This synod renewed the com- 
mand to the priests to preach. In this act Baban is recog- 
nized. On October 1, 848, a second synod was held at Mainz, 
which is memorable as the first in which the Gottschalk matter 


1 See p.701. 
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was discussed. Gottschalk had been a pupil at Fulda and his 
course had incurred the anger of Raban, who accordingly op- 
posed him in the council. The result was that the synod, de- 
cided adversely to Gottschalk and sent him for judgment to 
Hincmar. In the Annals of Fulda begun by Enhard (not to 
be confounded with Einhard), and continued by Rudolf, it is 
gratefully recorded that during the great famine in Germany in 
850 Raban fed more than 300 persons daily in the village of 
Winzel. 1 In October, 851 or 852, Raban presided over a third 
synod at Mainz, which passed a number of reform canons ; such 
as one forbidding the clergy to hunt, and another anathematizing 
a layman who withdrew from a priest who had been married, 
thinking it wrong to receive the eucharist from such a one. 2 

Raban died at Mainz Feb. 4, 456, and was buried in the mon- 
astery of St. Alban’s. He wrote his own epitaph which is 
modest yet just. In 1515 Cardinal Albert of Brandenburg 
removed his bones to Halle. 

HIS POSITION AND INFLUENCE. 

Raban was one of the most eminent men in the ninth century 
for virtue, piety and scholarship. As pupil he was unremitting in 
his pursuit of learning ; as teacher he was painstaking, inspiring 
and instructive ; as abbot he strove to do his whole duty ; as arch- 
bishop he zealously contended for the faith regardless of adversa- 
ries ; according to his own motto, “ When the cause is Christ’s, the 
opposition of the bad counts for naught.’ | He bore his honors 
modestly, and was free from pride or envy. While willing to yield 
to proper demands and patient of criticism, he was inflexible 
and rigorous in maintaining a principle. He had the epurage 
to oppose alone the decision of the council of 829 that a monk 
might leave his order. He denied the virtues of astrology and 
opposed trial by ordeal. He early declared himself a friend of 
Louis the Pious and plainly and earnestly rebuked the unfllial 
conduct of his sons. After the death of Louis he threw in his 
i Misjne, CVH, col. 24. J Hefele, IV. 179-181. 
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fortune with Lotkair and the defeat of the latter at Fontenai, 
June 25, 841, was a personal affliction and may have hastened his 
resignation of the abbotship, which took place in the spring of 
the following year. The relations, however, between him and 
his new king, Louis the German, were friendly. Louis called 
him to his court and appointed him archbishop of Mainz. 

Raban’s permanent fame rests upon his labors as teacher 
and educational writer. From these he has won the proud 
epithet, j Primus Germanios Brceeeptor. The school at Fulda 
became famous for piety and erudition throughout the length and 
breadth of the Frankish kingdom. Many noble youth, as well 
as those of the lower classes, were educated there and afterwards 
became the bishops and pastors of the Church of Germany. No 
one was refused on the score of poverty. Fulda started the 
example, quickly followed in other monasteries, of diligent Bible 
study. And what is much more remarkable, Raban was the first 
one in Germany to conduct a monastic school in which many 
boys were trained for the secular life. 1 It is this latter action 
which entitles him to be called the founder of the German school 
system. The pupils of Raban were in demand elsewhere as 
teachers ; and princes could not find a better school than his for 
their sons. One of the strongest proofs of its excellence is the 
fact that Einhard, himself a former pupil at Fulda, and now a 
great scholar and teacher, sent his son Wussin there, and in a 
letter still extant exhorts his son to make diligent use of his rare 
advantages, and above all to attend to what is said by that “great 
orator,” Raban Maur. 1 Raban’s encyclopaedia, The Universe, 
attests his possession of universal learning and of the power to 
impart it to others. So, while Alcuin was his model, he enlarged 
upon his master’s conception of education, and in himself and 
his works set an example whose influence has never been lost, 
ms WRITINGS. 

Raban was a voluminous author. But like the other writers 

1 Migne, CVH. coL 82, 83, 84. * Migne, CTV. col. 519. 
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of his time, he made mostly compilations from the Fathers and 
the later ecclesiastics. He was quick to respond to the needs 
of his day, and to answer questions of enquiring students. He 
betrays a profound acquaintance with the Holy Scripture. His 
works may be divided into seven classes. 

I. Biblical. (1) Commentaries upon the whole Bible, ex- 
cept Ezra, Nehemiah, Job, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, the 
Minor Prophets, Catholic Epistles and Bevelation. He com- 
mented also on the Apocryphal books, Judith, Wisdom, Ecde- 
siasticus and Maccabees . 1 These commentaries were probably 
in part compiled by his pupils, under his direction. They pre- 
served a knowledge both of the Bible and of the Fathers in an 
age when books were very scarce and libraries still rarer. A 
single fact very strikingly brings out this state of things. Fre- 
chulf, bishop of Lisieux, in urging Baban to comment on the 
Pentateuch, states that in his diocese there were very few books 
of any kind, not even a whole Bible, much less any complete 
exposition of it.’ Baban thus gives his views of biblical inter- 
pretation : s "If any one would master the Scriptures he must 
first of all diligently find out the amount of history, allegory, 
anagoge and trope there may be in the part under consideration. 
For there are four senses to the Scriptures, the historical, the 
allegorical, the tropological and the anagogical, which we call the 
daughters of wisdom. Through these Wisdom feeds her chil- 
dren. To those who are young and beginning to learn she gives 
the milk of history ; to those advancing in the faith the bread 
of allegory ; those who are truly and constantly doing good so 
that they abound therein she satisfies with the savory repast of 
tropology ; while, finally, those who despise earthly .things and 
ardently desire the heavenly she fills to the full with the wine 
of anagoge.” 

> Unprinted are the commentaries on Isaiah, Daniel and John ; lost those 
on Mark, Luke and Acts. The remainder are found in Migne, CVII. col. 
489-670; 727-1166. CVIII, CIX., CXI. 679-1616. CXn 9-834. 

* Preface to Matt., Migne, CVII. col. 727. * Migne, CXII. col. 849. 
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Tn accordance with these principles his commentaries, except 
that of Matthew, the earliest issued (819), contain very little 
proper exegesis, but a great deal of mystical and spiritual inter- 
pretation. The labor in their composition must have been con- 
siderable, but he carried it on for twenty years. He did not 
always copy the exact language of his sources, but reproduced it 
in his own words. He was particular to state the place of his 
excerpts. Ea ch successive commentary had a separate dedication. 
Thus, those on Judith and Esther were dedicated to the empress 
Judith, because, he says, she resembled the Hebrew heroines; 
that on Chronicles to Louis the Pious, her husband, as a guide 
in government ; that on Maccabees to Louis the German ; that 
on Jeremiah to Lothair. 

(2) He also prepared a commentary in the same style upon 
the Biblical hymns sung in morning worship. 1 

(3) Scripture Allegories' a conveniently arranged dictionary 
in alphabetical order of terms which were defined allegori- 
cally. Thus, “ Annus is the time of grace, as in Isaiah [lxi. 2], 
‘the acceptable year of the Lord.’ Also, the multitude of 
the redeemed, as in Job [iii. 6], ‘ let it not be joined unto the 
days of the year ’ among the elect who are saved. Also the eter- 
nity of Christ, as in Psalm [cii. 24], ‘ thy years are throughout 
all generations,’ because the eternity of God lasts forever. It 
also signifies our life, as in Psalm [xc. 9], ‘our years are thought 
upon as if a cobweb’ (Yulg.) i. e., our life rushes along in 
emptiness and corruption.” s 

(4) The life of Mary Magdalene and her sister Martha.* It 
includes the related sections of our Lord’s life and the legendary 
history of the sisters, and is in its way an interesting worK. 
But he confounds Mary the sister of Lazarus with Mary of 

1 Comment, in eantiea quae ad matutinas laudes diewntw. fCXII. coL 1089-1166. 

1 Allegories in universam Saeram, Scripturam. Ibid. col. 849-1088. 

* Ibid. col. 858. 

4 JDe vita 5 eat® Maria Magdalena tt maria ejw rnietot Martha, ibid. col. 1431 
-1508. 
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Magdala, and the latter again with the woman that was a sin- 
ner. Hence after declaring that Mary was a miracle of beauty 
he is obliged to touch upon her unchastity prior to her meeting 
with Christ. 

II. Educational. (1) The Institutes of the clergy } This 
important work was written in 819 in answer to numerous re- 
quests. It is in three books, prefaced by a poetical epigram. 
The prose preface gives an- outline of the work, and states its 
sources. The work is very largely directly compiled from 
Augustin's De dodrina Christiana , Cassiodorus’ Institutiones, 
and Gregory’s Cura pastoralis. The first book of Raban’s 
Institutes relates to ecclesiastical orders, clerical vestments, the 
sacraments, 2 and the office of the mass. The second book re- 
lates to the canonical hours, the litany, fasting, alms, penance, 
the feasts, prayers for the dead, singing of psalms and hymns, 
reading of the Scriptures, the creed and gives a list of the heresies. 
The third book treats of the education requisite to make an 
efficient servant of the church. It is noteworthy that he lays 
primary stress upon a knowledge of the Scriptures, 3 and gives 
directions for their study and explanation. He then passes on to 
discuss the components of education as then conducted, i. e. the 
seven liberal arts, and closes with directions how to speak and 
teach with the best results. He properly remarks that the preacher 
should have regard to the age, sex, and failings of his audience. 
He is to come forth as God’s spokesman, and if he is truly a man 
of God he will be upheld by divine power. This is the proper 
spirit. Man is nothing. God is everything. “Let him who glo- 
rieth glory in Him in whose hand both we and our sermons arc.’’ 4 

1 Be dericorwm institutions, CVII. col. 293-420. 

2 He defends the us fe of unleavened bread in the Eucharist by an appeal to 
Jewish Passover usage, the Eucharist being the Christian passover, and the 
use of wine mingled with water for the reason thal out of the Saviour’s pierced 
side there flowed both water and blood. The water signifies the people, the 
wine the blood of Christ. Therefore their union in the cup signifies the union 
of the people with Christ, ibid . Lib. I. Cap. XXXI. (col. 319, 320.) 

* Ibid . Lib. III. Cap. II. (col. 379.) « Ibid. Lib. III. Cap. XXXIX. col. 420 
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(2) On OompuMion. 1 It was written in 820, and is in the 
form of a dialogue between a master and his disciple. Much 
of it was copied verbatim from Bede’s De temporum ratione , 
Isidore’s Etymologies, and Boethius’ Arithmetic. But the re- 
sulting work marked an advance in instruction in the important 
matter of computing numbers, times and seasons. 

(3) The Universe} Isidore of Seville had already set the ex- 
ample of preparing an encyclopedia of universal knowledge, and 
Raban in his Universe merely reproduces Isidore’s Etymologies, 
with some difference in the arrangement of the material, and 
with the addition of allegorical and spiritual matter, interpreta- 
tions of the names and words, together with many quotations of 
Scripture. The work was one of the early fruits of his learned 
leisure, being written about 844. It is in twenty-two books, 
the number in the Hieronymian canon of the Old Testament, 
and is dedicated to Haymo of Halberstadt, and to King Louis. 
It begins with the doctrine of God, and the first five books 
relate to religion and worship. The remaining books relate to 
secular things, ranging from man himself, considered as an ani- 
mal, through the beasts to the starry heavens, time and the 
divisions of time, the waters on and under the earth, the clouds 
above it, and the earth itself. He then speaks of mountains 
and valleys and divers places; of public buildings and their 
parts; of philosophy and linguistics, stones and metals, weights 
and measures, diseases and remedies, trees and plants, wars and 
triumphs, shows and games, pictures and colors, dress and orna- 
ments, food and drink, vehicles and harness. 

(4) Excerpt from Priscian’s Grammar, 3 an abridged edition 
of a standard grammar. It is almost entirely confined to pro- 
sody, but it served to introduce Priscian into schools. 4 

(5) The holy orders, divine sacraments and priestly garments .* 

1 Liber de compute, CVH. col. 669-728. * De universe, CXI. col. 9-614. 

* Eccerptio de arte gramm afiea Priseiani, ibid. coL 613-678. 4 fia.hr, t. e. 419. 

* Liber do saeris ordmibus, saerammtis dirnnis, et vestimentis sacerdotaKbus, 
Migne, CXIL coL 1165-1192. 
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(6) Ecclesiastical discipline} The last two treatises, made 
during the author’s archiepiscopate, are merely extracts from 
the Institutes , with slight alterations. 

(7) The parts of the human body, in Latin and German. 1 2 
This glossary was drawn up by Walahfrid Strabo from Raban’s 
lectures. At the end are the months and the winds in Latin 
and German. 3 4 

(8) The invention of languages 4 [letters], a curious collection 
of alphabets — Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Scythian and Runic, with 
the names of the supposed inventors. The little tract also in- 
cludes the commonest abbreviations and monograms. 

III. Occasional writings, i. e., upon current questions and 
in answer to questions. (1) The oblation of boys, 5 the famous 
treatise in which Raban argued against the position the Mainz 
Council of 829 had taken in allowing Gottschalk to leave his 
older. Gottschalk produced two arguments, the first that it 
was not right to compel a person to remain a monk just be- 
cause his parents had in his infancy or immature youth put 
him in a monastery. The second was that the oblation of a 
minor must be established by a properly qualified witness, and 
that in his case only Saxons could give such testimony, since, 
according to Saxon law, it was illegal to deprive a Saxon of his 
liberty on the testimony of a non-Saxon. Raban tries to refute 
him upon both points. He shows that both the Scriptures and 
the Fathers by precept and example allow of the consecration 
of children, and in relation to the second point he rejoins: 
“As if the service of Christ deprived a man of his liberty 

1 Be ecdemstica discipline!, libri ires, CXII. col. 1191-1262. 

* Qlotsoc latino-barbaricce de partibus humani corporis, ibid. col. 1675-1578. 

* There are also extant a few words from his Latin-German glossary to the 
Bible, ibid. col. 1583. Cf. Steinmever u. Sievers, Die althochdeutschen Qlossen 
gestmmelt u. bearbeitet, Berlin, 1879 (I. 3 sqq.) ; quoted by Ebert, 1 e. 127. 

4 Be invention e lingmrvm, Migne, CXII. col. 1579-1584. 

* Liber de oblatione pueronm, CVII. col. 419-440. 
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and nobility!” 1 But the real objection to Gottsclialk’s second 
argument was the latter’s assertion that Frankish testimony 
could not be received. This roused ftaban’s patriotism and 
incited his eloquence. “Who does not know,” he says, “that 
the Franks were Christians long before the Saxons? Yet the 
latter, contrary to all human and divine law, arrogate to them- 
selves the right to reject Frankish testimony.” 2 Having thus 
answered Gottschalk, he proves by the Bible his third argu- 
ment, that a vow to God must not be broken. His final point 
is that monasticism is a divine institution. In this treatise he 
does not name Gottschalk, but the reference is uumistakcable. 
His whole conduct towards the unfortunate Gottschalk was 
intolerant. 

(2) The reverence of children to their parents, and of subjects 
to their Mng. 3 4 This was addressed to Louis the Pious after 
his deposition and imprisonment in the year 833. By Biblical 
quotations he shows that God has commanded children to honor 
their parents and subjects their kings, and has put his curse 
upon those who do not. Then coming directly to the point he 
makes the application to the existing circumstances, and calls 
the sons of Louis to obedience. He defends Louis against the 
charge of homicide in executing Bernard ; and finally address- 
ing the emperor he comforts him in his sorrow and counsels 
him to exercise clemency when he is restored to power. The 
whole treatise does great credit to Raban’s head and heart. 

(3) On the degrees of relationship mthin which marriage is 
permissible.* 

(4) Magic arts.* Raban was singularly free from the super- 

1 Qu an illi libertalem ae nobilitaim generis swi perdant qwi seroitium Qhristi 
p rofitenlur. CVII. col 431. 

J Ibid. col. 432 

3 He reoerentia j&wnm ergo, patres et subditorum ergot reges. Cf. Ebert, i e. 
139, 140. 

4 He consangtiineorum nwptm et de magorwm preestigiis fahisque divinationibus 
tractates, (JX col. 1087-1110. 
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stitions of his time, for in the second part of this tract, written 
in 842, he takes strong ground against necromancy in all its 
forms, of which he gives an interesting catalogue, and while 
explaining the appearance of ghosts, evil spirits and similar 
supposed existences on the ground of demoniac influence, he yet 
admits the possibility that the senses may be deceived. Curi- 
ously enough, lie cites in point the appearance of Samuel to 
Saul. He denies the reality of Samuel’s appearance and holds 
that Saul was deceived by the devil ; for two reasons, (1) the 
real Samuel, the man of God, would not have permitted the 
worship which Saul paid to the supposed Samuel ; (2) the real 
Samuel was in Abraham’s bosom ; he would, therefore, not say 
to the impious king, “ To-morrow thou shalt be with me.” 1 * 

(4) A diesponsc. to certain Canonical Questions of the Suffragan 
Bishop Reginald .* 

(5) Whether H is permissible for a suffragan Inshop to ordain 
priests and deacons with the consent of his bishoj). 3 He replies 
in the affirmative. 

IV. Writings upon Penance. (1) Two Pcnitcntials. 4 They 
give the decisions of councils respecting penance. (2) Canonical 
questions relating to penance. 5 * (8) The. virtues and vices and 
the. satisfaction for sin. B 

V. Miscellaneous. (1) Homilies. 1 There arc two collec- 
tions, the first seventy in number upon the principal feasts aud 
on the virtues; the second, one hundred and sixty-three upon the 
Gospels and Epistles, The first collection must have been made 

i OX. col. 1100. 

* Response canonim super quibutdam interrogadonSm Reginbaldi chorepiteopi. 
Slid. col. 1187-1 UKi. 

* Si Herat ehorepisropis prtebyieroe e.t diaemoa ordinate turn emeim episeopi no, 
Slid. col. 1 195-1200. 

* Pmitentiale, ibid. col. 467-404. Pomitentium liber, CXII. col. 1307-1424. 

»J)« qnmlionibiu canonim pcmUentudium lS>ri tree, ibid. col. 1333-1336. 

(The preface only.) 

* Be vitiis tt virtvlibut et peccaionm ta Usfaetione, ibid. col. 1836-1308. (Only 

the third book.) 7 HomHua, GX. col. 0-468. 
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earlier than 826, for it is dedicated to bishop Haistulf, ■who died 
in that year. The most of these homilies were doubtless actu- 
ally delivered by Raban. The sermons of Leo the Great, 
Augustin, Alcuin and others have been liberally drawn on, and 
so the homilies are compilations in great measure, like the rest 
of his works. Yet a few are apparently original and have the 
greatest interest, inasmuch as they treat of the vices then cur- 
rent and so furnish a picture of the times. 1 

(2) Treatise on the Soul. 2 It is an extract with slight addi- 
tions from Cassiodorus’ Be Anima, as he acknowledges in his 
preface to king Lothair. To it are appended extracts from the 
Be discipline;, Romance militm of Flavius Vegetius Renatus. 
The reason given for this strange appendix is “the frequent 
incursions of the Barbarians.” The treatise was perhaps the 
last product of Rabanus. 3 

(3) A martyrology * The saints for the different days are 
noted, in most cases merely the name is given, in others there 
are short sketches. Its principal source is Jerome. It was 
prepared at the request of Ratleik, who stole the relics of SS. 
Marcellinus and Petrus for Einhard; and is prefaced by a 
short poem addressed to the abbot Grimold. 

(4) The vision of God, purity of heart and mode of penance .* 
Three books dedicated to the abbot Bonosus (Hatto). The 
first is mostly extracted from Augustin's Be vivendo Deo ; the 
second and the third from other old sources. 

* Ebert, l. e. p 141, mentions particularly M>. I, Horn. XLII, XLIII. and 
LXIII. The first is directed against the ridiculous custom of making a great 
noise, shooting arrows and throwing fire in the air when the moon is waning in 
order to prevent its being swallowed up by a monster. The second is directed 
against soothsaying in its various forms, and the third against gluttony, drunk* 
enne*s and scurrility. 

3 Tractates de amnia, Migne, CX. col. 1109-1120. The Vegitian extracts are 
not given in Migne, but by Dummler, cf. Ebert l c. p. 136. 

8 So Ebert conjectures, 1 c. p. 336. 

4 Marl^obgmn, Migne, OX. col. 1121-1188. 

8 De vivendo Dam, depwrUate cordis etmodopmtientice, C XU. col. 1261-1832. 
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(5) The Passion of our Lord, 1 a brief and pious meditation 
upon our Lord’s sufferings. 

VI. Letters. (1) A letter to Bishop Humbert upon law- 
ful degrees of relationship between married persons. 5 (2) Seven 
miscellaneous letters. 3 Epist. i. to suffragan bishop Begimbald 
on discipline. Epist. iii. to Eigil against Radbcrtus’s view of 
the Lord’s Supper. Epist. iv. v. vi. to Hincmar, Notingus 
and Count Eberhard upon predestination. Epist vii. to Louis 
the German ; the acts of the Mainz council of 848. Epist viii. 
on Gottsehalk, a synodical letter to Hincmar. 

VII. Poems. Raban was no poetic genius; yet he had 
earcfully studied prosody and he was able to write verses to 
his friends and for different occasions. 4 He also wrote some 
epitaphs, including his own. His most extraordinary produc- 
tion is a long poem, "The praise of the Cross.” This was begun 
at the suggestion of Alcuin in Tours, but not completed until 
815. It is a monument of misdirected skill and patience. He 
presents twenty-eight drawings by his friend Hatto. Some 
are geometrical, others arc of persons or objects. The page on 
which is the drawing is filled in by a stanza of the poem, the 
letters of which are regularly spaced and some are purposely 
arranged in prominent and peculiar positions so that they catch 
the eye and form other words. Each stanza is followed by an 
explanatory section in prose, and the second book is a prose 
treatise upon the subject. The whole is prefaced by three 
poems ; the first pleads for the intercession of Alcuin, the sec- 
ond is the dedication to the Pope, and the third, "The figure 
of Ca»ar,” is the dedication to Louis the Pious. Alcuin had 
written a poem, “On the Holy Cross,” upon a somewhat simi- 
lar plan. So that the suggestion may have come from him, 
but the idea may be traced to Fortunatus. This poem of 

* Ik junta* Domini, 0X11. col. 1426-1430. 

* Quota generation* lidiatU oomubiwn epittola, OX. col. 1083-1088. 

* Epittola, CXIL col. 1607-1676. < Comma, ibid. ocL 1683-1682. 
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T?.ahan Maur was very popular in the Middle Age and was 
considered a marvel of ingenuity. 

The hymns of Raban are few in number, for although many 
have been attributed to him his right to most of them is very 
doubtful. 

§ 168. Haymo. 

I. Haymo, Halbmtatenm episcopus : Opera, in Migne, Tom. CXVI.- 
CXVIII. 

IL Paul Anton : De vita et doctrina Haymonis, Halle, 1700, 2d ed. 
1705; C. G. Derling: Comm. hist, de Haymone, Helmstadt, 1747. 
Ceillieb XII. 434^-439. Hist. lit. de la France, V. 111-126. Bahr, 
408-413. 

Haymo (Haimo, Aymo , Aimo) was a Saxon, and was probably 
born about 778. He took monastic vows at Fulda, was sent by 
his abbot (Ratgar) with his intimate friend Rabanus Maurus 
in 803 to Tours to study under Alcuin ; on his return he taught 
at Fulda until in 889 he was chosen abbot of Hirschfeld. In 
841 he was consecrated bishop of Halberstadt. In 848 he sat 
in the Council of Mayence which condemned Gottschalk. He 
founded at considerable expense the cathedral library of Hal- 
berstadt, which unfortunately was burnt in 1179. He died 
March 27, 853. He was an excellent scholar. As an exegete 
he was simple and clear, but rather too verbal. 

His writings are voluminous, and were first published by 
the Roman Catholics in the Reformation period (1519-36). 
They teach a freer and less prejudiced Catholic theology than 
the Tridentine. Thus he denies that Peter founded the Roman 
church, that the pope has universal supremacy, and rejects the 
Paschasian doctrine of transubstantiation. His works consist 
principally of (1) Oommentaries. 1 He wrote or compiled upon 
the Psalms, certain songs in the Old Testament, Isaiah, the 
Minor Prophets, Canticles, Pauline Epistles and the Apocalypse. 

Besides these commentaries, (2) Homilies , 2 upon the festivals 

iMisme, CXVL col. 193-CXVII. col. 1220. 

* HomUios, Migne, OXYHI. col 11-816. 
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of the church year and (3) Miscellanies, “The Body and Blood 
of the Lord,” 1 which is an extract from his commentary on 
1st Cor., “Epitome of sacred history,”’ substantially though 
not entirely an extract from Rufinus’ Latin translation of 
Eusebius’ “ Ecclesiastical history,” and an ascetic piece in three 
books, “ The love for the heavenly country .” 3 

§ 169. Walahfnd Strabo. 

I. WALAFRirvus Strabos, Puldenm momehus : Opera, in Migne, Tom. 

CXIIL-CXIV. Ills Carmina have been edited in a very thorough 
manner by Ernst D&mmler: Poetce Latxni ccvi Carolini. Tom. 
II. (Berlin, 1884), pp. 259-473. 

II. For his life seo the Preface of Dummler and Ebert, I L 145-166. Of. 
also for his works besides Ebert, Chillier, XII. 410-417 ; Hist. lit. 
de la France, V. 59-76 ; BIur, pp. 100-105, 398-401. 

WaItAIIFRID, poet and commentator, theologian and teacher, 
was born of obscure parentage in Alemannia about 809, and 
educated in the Benedictine abbey school of Reichenau on the 
island in Lake Constance. His cognomen Strabus or, generally, 
Strabo was given to him because he squinted, but was by him- 
self assumed as his name. 4 From 826 to 829 he studied at 
Fulda under Eabanus Maurus. There he formed a friendship 
with Gottschalk, and there he appears to have lived all alone 
in a cell, the bettor perhaps to study. 5 On leaving Fulda he 
went to Aix la Chapollc, and was befriended by Hilduin, the 
lord chancellor, who introduced him to the emperor Louis 
the Pious. The latter was much pleased with him and appro- 
dating his scholarship made him tutor to his son Charles. The 
empress Judith was also particularly friendly to him. In 838 
Louis the Pious appointed him abbot of Reichenau, but two 
years later Louis the German drove him from his post and he 

1 De corpore et sanguine Domini, OXYTIf. col. 816-818. 
i Bistori<seacros Epitome, ibid. col. 817-874. 

* De varittale librorum, sin de amors oceUetis patriot, ibid ■ col. 876-958. 

*E g. in preface to his epitome of Raban’s commentary on Leviticus. 
Migne, OXIV. col. 796. 

'Ebert, p. 147. 
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went to Spires, where he lived until 842, when the same Louis 
restored him to his abbotship, probably at the solicitation of 
Grimald, his chancellor. 1 In 849 he went over to France on a 
diplomatic mission from Louis the German to Charles the 
Bald, but died on August 18th of that year while crossing the 
Loire, and was buried at Beichenau. 2 

Walahfrid was a very amiable, genial and witty man, pos- 
sessed remarkable attainments in both ecclesiastical and classical 
literature, and was moreover a poet with a dash of genius, and 
in this latter respect is a contrast to the merely mechanical 
versifiers of the period. He began writing poetry while a mere 
boy, and in the course of his comparatively brief life produced 
many poems, several of them of considerable length. 

His Writings embrace 

I. Expository Works. 1. Glosses, 3 i. e., brief notes upon the 
entire Latin Bible, including the Apocrypha ; a very meritorious 
compilation, made especially from Augustin, Gregory the Great, 
Isidore of Seville, and Bede, with very many original remarks. 
This work was for five hundred years honored by the widest 
use in the West. Peter Lombard quotes it as “ the authority” 
without further designation ; and by many its notes have been 
given equal weight with the Bible text they accompany. It 
was one of the earliest printed works, notwithstanding its ex- 
tent. 4 2. Imposition of (he first twenty Psalms 3 rather alle- 
gorical than really explanatory. 3. Epitome of Bdbmus Mau- 
rvrf Commentary on Leviticus 3 This work is an indication of 
Walahfrid’s reverence for his great teacher. 4. Exposition of 
the Four Evangelists. 7 It was formerly printed among the 
works of Jerome. The notes are brief and designed to bring 

2 D&mmler, l e. 261. * XV. Kal. Sept. Dihnmler, l e. 261. 

* Gloom ordmaria, Migne, CXIII.-CXIV. col. 752. 

4 Bahr (pp. 398 sq.) gives the dates of nine editions between 1472 and 1684. 

* EspositioinXX. primes Ptahnos, Migne, CXIV. col. 752-794. 

* Epitome eommmtariorum Raimi in Lemtiam, ibid. col. 795-860. 

* Expotiiio in quatuor Evangdia, ibid. coL 849-916. 
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out the “ inner sense.” 5. The beginnings and growth of t he 
divine offices} This valuable and original ■work upon the 
archeology of the liturgy was written about 840 at the request 
of Reginbert, the learned librarian of the abbey of Rcichcnau, 
who desired more accurate information upon the origin of the 
different parts of the liturgy. The supplementary character of 
the work explains its lack of system. Walahfrid treats in dis- 
connected chapters of temples and altars ; bells ; the derivation 
of several words for holy places ; the use of (C pictures,” as orna- 
ments and aids to devotion, but not as objects of worship ; the 
things fitting divine worship ; “ the sacrifices of the New Testa- 
ment” (in this chap., No. XVI., he dissents from the tran- 
substantiation theory of Radbcrtus, saying, Christ “ after the 
Paschal supper gave to his disciples the sacrament of his body 
and blood in the substance of the bread and wine and taught 
them to celebrate [die sacrament] in memory of his passion” 3 ) ; 
then follow a number of chapters upon the Eucharist ; sacred 
vestments; canonical hours and hymns; baptisms; titles, &c. 
The work closes with a comparison of ecclesiastical and secular 
dignities. 

II. A. Ilomily on the Fall of Jerusalem .* Walahfrid gives 
Josephus' account of the fall of the city and then proceeds to 
the spiritual application of our Lord's prophetic discourse 
(Matt. xxiv.). 

III. Biographies. 1. Life of the Abbot 8t. Gall * the apostle 
of Switzerland (d. 645 or 646). It is not original, but a re- 
writing of the life by Wettin, Walahfrid's honored teacher at 
Reichenau. Walahfrid reproduced the same in verse. 5 2. Life 
of St. OOmar, abbot of Si Gall,* similarly reproduced. 3. The 

1 De eadeeiaetioanim rerun exordiie el xncrmenifc, CXIV. col. 919-966. 

1 De rebus ecd. XVI. Ibid, col 936. 

1 De mibversione Jerusalem, ibid. col. 966-974 

4 Vita 8 Galli, ibid. col. 976-1030. 

» Mramler, l e., Vita Gotti, pp. 428-473. 

* Vita 8 Oilman, Migne, OXIV. col. 1031-1042.. 
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prologue to his edition of Einhard’s Life of Charlemagne, 
which gives valuable information about Einhard. 1 * 

IV. Poetry. 1. The Vision of Wettin ? This is the oldest 
of his poems, dating according to his own assertion from his 
eighteenth year 3 (i. e., c. 826). It is not original, but a versi- 
fication, with additions, of the prose work of Heito. The 
ultimate source is Wettin himself, who relates what he saw 
(October 824) on his journey, under angelic guidance, to Hell, 
Purgatory, and Paradise. The fact that Wettin was very 
sick at the time explains the occasion of the vision and 
his reading its contents, but the poem is interesting not only 
in itself, but as a precursor of Dante’s Divine Comedy. 4 * * 2. 
The Life and Death of St. Marnmes ,* an ascetic from childhood, 
who preached to the wild sheep gathered by a strange im- 
pulse in a little chapel. This extraordinary performance at- 
tracted adverse notice from the authorities. Mammos was ac- 
cused of witchcraft and, on refusing to sacrifice to the gods, 
also of atheism. His enemies vainly attempted to kill him by 
fire, by wild beasts, and by stoning. Finally he was peace- 
fully called from life by the voice of God. 3. The Life and 
Death of St. Blaithmaie, abbot of Hy and martyr.® It relates 
how an Irish crown prince embraced an ascetic life in child- 
hood and attained a martyr’s crown on the island of Hy. 4. 
GardenrCuMure, 7 a curious poem upon the plants in the convent 
garden. 5. On the Image of Tetricm 8 (Dietrich), an ingenious 
poem in laudation of Louis the Pious and his family.® 6. Mis- 

1 Jafffc, Monumenta Carolina, pp. 507-8. 

3 De ms tone Weltini, Migne, CXIV. col. 1063-1082. Heito’s work is in Tom. 
CV. col. 771-780. Both are given by Dummler, l. c:pp. 267-275 ; 301-333. 

* Migne, CXIV. col. 1064, “qui pene octarnm decimum jam annum transegi .** 

4 Ebert, L c. 149. Cf. Bemold’s Vision in section on Hincmar. 

8 Vita S. Mamma, Migne, CXIV. col. 1047-1062. Dummler, l c. pp. 275-296. 

4 Vita S. JBlaitmaici, Dummler, l e. pp. 297-301. Migne, col. 1043-1046. 

7 Hbrttulus, Dummler, pp. 335-350. Migne, col. 1121-1130. 
g Be imagine Tetrid, Dummler, pp. 370-378. Migne, col. 1089-1092. 

• See Ebert, pp. 154-158. 
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cellaneous Poems, 1 including epistles, epigrams, inscriptions and 
hymns. 

§ 170. Florus Magister, of Lyons. 

L Florus, diaconw Lugdunensis : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. CXIX. 
col. 9-424. His poems are given by Dummler : Poet. Lot. cet>. Oaro~ 
Uni, II. (Berlin, 1884), pp. 507-566. 

EL Bach: Dogmengeschichte des Mittelatters, Wien, 1873-1875, 2 Abth. 
I. 240. Mat. lit. de la Prance, V. 213-240. Ceillier, XII. 478- 
493. BIhr, 108, 109 ; 447-453. Ebert, II. 268-272. 

Florus was probably born in the closing year of the eighth 
century and lived in Lyons during the reigns of Louis the 
Pious, Charles the Bald and Louis IX. He was head of the 
cathedral school, on which account he is commonly called 
Florus Magister. He was also a deacon or sub-deacon. He 
enjoyed a wide reputation for learning, virtue and ability. He 
stood in confidential relations with his bishop, Agobard, and 
with some of the most distinguished men of his time. His 
library was a subject of remark and wonder for its large size. 2 

Like every other scholar under Charles the Bald, he made 
his contribution to the Eucharistic and Predestination contro- 
versies. In the former he took the side of Itabanus Maurus 
and Katrarnnus against the trausubstantiation theory of Pas- 
chasius Radbcrtus; in the latter he opposed Johannes Scotus 
Erigcna, without, however, going entirely over to the side of 
Gottsehalk. I fe sat in the council of Quieroy (849), the first one 
called by M incmar in the ease of Gottsehalk. He died about 860. 

His complete works are : 

1. A patriotic, cm to on the election of Bishops, 3 written in 834, 
toshowthatin primitive Christian times the bishops were always 
chosen by the free vote of the congregation and the clergy. There- 
fore the interference of the king in such elections, which was 

1 DHmmler, pp. 850-428. Migne, CXIV, col. 1083-1120. 

» Cf. Warulalbcrt, in Migne, OXXL col. 577. 

* TAber de electionibm qriaooporwn, eoUectut ex aententiit poJtnm, Migne 
CXIX. col. 11-14. 
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one of the growing evils of the time, was unwarranted by tradi- 
tion and only defensible on the plea of necessity to preserve the 
union between Church and State. 

2. An Exposition of the Mass f compiled, according to his 
own express statement, for the most part, from Cyprian, Am- 
brose, Augustin, and other Fathers. 

3. A Treatise against Amalarius, 2 in which he supports Ago- 
bard against Amalarius, who had explained the liturgy in a 
mystical and allegorical manner. 8 

4. A Martyrology* a continuation of Bede’s. 

5. Sermon on Predestination »* 

6. A treatise against Seotus Erigencis errors ,® written in 852, 
in the name of the church of Lyons. He calls attention to 
Erigena’s rationalistic treatment of the Scriptures and the 
Fathers ; rejects the definition of evil as negation ; insists that 
faith in Christ and an inner revelation are necessary to a right 
understanding of the Scriptures. It is noticeable that while he 
censures Erigena for his abuse of secular science, he claims that 
it has its proper use. 7 

7. St. Augustin’s Exposition of the Pauline Epistles 9 long 
attributed to Bede. 

8. Capitulary collected from the Law and the Canons. 9 

9. Miscellaneous Poems, 19 which prove him to have had a 
spark of true poetic genius. 11 

10. There is also extant a letter which he wrote to the empress 
Judith. 12 

I Opusadum de expositions miss os, Migne, CXIX, coL 16-72. 

* Opusadum adversus Amalarium, ibid. col. 71-96. 

* See Amalarius in Migne, CV. col- 815 sqq. 

* Martyrologivm, Migne, ,XCIV. col. 797 sqq. 

* Sermo de prcedestmatione, Migne, CXIX col. 95-102. 

* Adversus J. S. Erigems erroneas definitions s liber, ibid. col. 101-250. 

T See his preface (col. 101-103). 

® Exposido in epistolas Seati Pauli ex operdnu Saneti Augustm colleeta, ibid. coL 
279-420. * Capitula ex lege et canons colleeta, ibid. col. 419-422. 

“ Gamma varia , ibid. col. 249-278. u Ebert discusses them, H. 269-272. 

II Flori epistola ad imperatricem Judith, Migne, CX IX . col. 423, 424. 
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§ 171. Servatus Lupus. 

L Beatus Servatus Lupus : Opera, in Migne, Tom. CXIX. col. 423- 
694 (a reprint of the edition of Baluze. Paris, 1664, 2d cd. 1710). 
The Homilies and hymns given by Migne (col. 693-700) are spurious. 
II. Notitia historica et bibliographica in Servatum Lupum by Baluze, in 
Migne, l. c. col. 423-6. jN ICO las : Etude sur let lettres de Servai 
Loup, Olennont Fcrraut, 186J ; Franz Sl’ROTTE : Biographie des 
Abies Servatus Lupus von Ferribres, Regensburg, 1880. Du Pin, VII. 
169-73. Chillier, XII. 600-514. Hist. lit. de la France, V. 255-272. 
BIhk, 456-461. Ebert, II. 203-209. J. Bass Mullinger : The 
Schools of Charles the Great. London, 1877, pp. 158-170. For Lu- 
pus' part in the different councils he attended, see Hefele: Con- 
dliengeschichte, IV. passim. 

Lupus, surnamed Servatus, 1 was descended from a promi- 
nent family. He was born in Sens (70 miles S. E. of Paris) in 
the year 805 and educated in the neighboring Benedictine mon- 
astery of SS. Mary and Peter anciently called Bethlehem, at 
Fcrridrcs, then under abbot Aldrich, who in 829 became arch- 
bishop of Sens, and died early in 836. He took monastic vows, 
was ordained a deacon and then taught in the convent-school 
until in 830 on advice of Aldrich he went to Fulda. Einhard, 
whose life of Charlemagne had already deeply impressed him,* 
was then abbot of Seligcnstadt, only a few miles away, but his 
son Wussin was being educated at Fulda, and it was on a visit 
that he made to see his son that Lupus first met him. With 
him and with die abbot of Fulda, the famous Iiabanus Maurus, 
he entered into friendship. It was he who incited Rabanus to 
make his great compilation upon the Epistles of Paul;* and to 
him Einhard dedicated his now lost treatise De adormda cruoe.* 
lie pursued his studies at Fulda and also gave instruction until 
the spring of 836, when he returned to FerriSrcs.* lie then 

1 Perhaps in memory of his recovery from some severe illness, as that which 
in the winter of 838-9 confined him for a time in the convent of fit. Trond in 
the diocese of LiSge. * Lupus, JSpist. I. (Migne, CXIX. col. 438). 

* Baluze, in Migne* ibid, col. 425. * Migne* ibid col. 446, 

■Although he thus lived six years in Germany he never obtained a mastery 
of German. Wetser u< Welte, Eirahenledeon, s. v. Lupus, 
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took priest’s orders and taught grammar and rhetoric in the 
abbey school. In 837 he was presented at the court of Lcuis 
the Pious, and by special request of the empress Judith appeared 
the next year (Sept. 22, 838). 1 The favor showed him led him 
naturally to expect speedy preferment, but he was doomed to 
disappointment. In the winter of 838 and 839 he accompa- 
nied Odo, who had succeeded Aldrich, to Frankfort, 2 where the 
emperor Louis spent January and February, 839. Louis died 
in 840 and was succeeded by Charles the Bald. In 842 Charles 
deposed Odo because of his connection with Lothair, and by 
request of the emperor the monks elected Lupus their abbot, 
Nov. 22, 842, 3 and the emperor confirmed the election. It was 
with diffiulty that Odo was removed. The year 844 was an 
eventful one with Lupus. The monks of Ferrihres were bound 
yearly to supply money and military service to Charles, and 
Lupus had to take the field in person. 4 In this year he went 
against the rebellious Aquitanians. On June 14th he was 
taken prisoner by them in the battle of AngoulGme, but re- 
leased after a few days by intervention of Turpio, count of 
Angoul&ne, and on July 3d he was back again in Ferrteres. 
Later on he was sent by Charles, with Prudentius, bishop of 
Troyes, to visit the monasteries of Burgundy, and at the close 
of the year he sat in the council of Verneuil, and drew up the 
canons. 5 Can. XII. is directed against the king’s seizure on 
ecclesiastical property. His own special grievance was that 
Charles had rewarded the fidelity of a certain Count Odulf by 
allowing him the revenues of the cell or monastery of St. Judo- 
cus on the coast of Picardy (St. Josse sur mer), which had be- 
longed to Alcuin, but was given to FerriSres by Louis the 
Pious, and the loss of which greatly crippled his already ex- 

1 So Bslnze, in Mime, CXIX col. 423. 

1 It was upon this journey that Lupus fell side. See n. 1 on p. 735. 

* So Baluze, ibid. col. 425. * Pert*, Legg. L 223. 

« Hefele, IV. 111. Pertss, Legg. I. 383. 
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pensive monastery. 1 It was not., however, until 849 that the 
cell was restored. This is the more strange because Charles had 
a high regard for his learning and diplomatic skill, as is shown 
by his employment of Lupus in delicate public business. Thus 
in 847 Lupus sat in the peace congress at Utrecht between 
Lotkair, Louis and Charles the Bald. In midsummer 849 
Charles sent him to Leo IV. at Rome concerning the ecclesi- 
astical encroachments of the Breton Duke Nominoi. In the 
spring of 853 he sat in the council of Soissons and took Ilinc- 
mar’s side regarding the deposition of those priests whom Ebo 
had ordained, after his own deposition in 835. In the same 
year he attended the convocation of the diocese of Sens and 
there sided with Prudcnlins against llinemar’s deliverances in 
the Cottsehalk controversy. It is supposed that he was also at 
the council of Quiercy, 857, because his Admonitio 2 is written in 
the spirit of the deliberations of that council respecting the 
troubles of the times. In 858 lie was sent on diplomatic hush, 
ness to Louis the German. But in the same year he was forced 
by the exigencies of the times to deposit the abbey’s valuables 
with the monks of St. Germain Auxerrois for safe keeping. In 

861 Folerie of Troyes offered protection to his monastery. In 

862 he was at Pistes, and drew up the sentence of the council 
against Robert, archbishop of Mans. As after this date all 
trace of Lupus is lost, his death during that year is probable. 

Scrvatus Lupus was one of the great scholars of the ninth 
centuiy. But ho gained knowledge under great difficulties, for 
the stress of circumstances drove him out of the seclusion he 
loved, and forced him to appear as a soldier, although ho knew 
not how to fight, to write begging letters instead of pursuing his 
studies, and even to stiller imprisonment Yet the love of 
learning which manifested itself in his childhood and increased 
with his years, notwithstanding the poor educational arrange* 

i 71, Migne, CXrX. col. 533. 

1 It appears aa EpUt. 100 in Migne, ibid, col. 576. 
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ments at Ferrises, 1 became at length a master passion and domi- 
nated his thoughts. 2 It mattered not how pressing was the 
business in hand, he would not let business drive study out 
of his mind. He set before him the costly and laborious 
project of collecting a library of the Latin classics, and applied 
to all who could assist him, even to the pope (Benedict III.). 
He was thankful for the loan of codices, so that by compari- 
son he might make a good text. lie was constantly at work 
upon the classics and gives abundant evidence of the culture 
which such study produces, in his “uncommon skill in the 
lucid exposition of a subject.” s 

His Works are very few. Perhaps the horrible confusion 
of the period hindered authorship, or like many another scholar 
he may have shrunk from the labor and the after criticism. In 
his collected works the first place is occupied by his 

1. Letters * one hundred and thirty in number. They prove 
the high position he occupied, for his correspondents are the 
greatest ecclesiastics of his day, such as Raban Maur, Hinc- 
mar of Rheims, Einhard, Radbert, Ratramn and Gottschalk. His 
letters are interesting and instructive.® 

2. The Canons of VerneuU, 844.® See above. 

3. The Three Questions, in 852. 7 They relate to free will, the 
two-fold predestination, and whether Christ died for all men or 
only for the elect. It was his contribution to the Gottschalk con- 
troversy in answer to Charles the Bald’s request. In general 
he sides with Gottschalk, or rather follows Augustin. In tone 
and style the book is excellent. 

1 Epiet. 1, ibid. col. 433. * Epiet. 85, ibid. col. 502. 

* Neander, vol. iii. p. 482. Ebert has a. good passage on this point (J. c. p. 
405-206). Also Mullinger, p. 165 sqq. 

1 Epittolm, Migne, CXIX. col. 431-610. 

* “No other correspondence, for centuries, reveals such pleasant glimpses of 
a scholar’s life, or better illustrates the difficulties which attended its pursuits. 1 ’ 
Mullinger p. 166. 

« Oanonee eoneOU m Vemo, Migne, l. e. col. 611-620. 

T Liber de tribui quxttionibtu, ibid. col. 621-666. 
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4. Life of St. Maximinus, bishop of Treves .* It is in fifteen 
chapters and was written in 839. It is only a working over of 
an older Vita, and the connection of Lupus with it is question- 
able* 

5. Life of St. Wigbert, in thirty chapters, written in 836 at 
the request of Bun, abbot of Hersfeld. 3 It tells the interesting 
story of how Wigbert came from England to Germany at the 
request of Boniface, how he became abbot of Eritzlar, where he 
died in 747, how he wrought miracles and how miracles at- 
tended the removal of his relies to Hersfeld and were performed 
at his tomb. 

§ 172. JDruthmar. 

I. Cbkistiantjs Drutbcmarus : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. OVI. col. 
1259-ir>20. 

IT. ChiTjMRR, xrr. 419-423. Hist. lit . de la Prance, V. 84-90. Mint, 
401-403. 

Christian Druthmak was born in Aquitania in the first 
part of the ninth century. Before the middle of the century he 
became a monk of the Benedictine monastery of old Corbie. 4 
About 850 he was tailed thence to the abbey of Stavelot-Mal- 
m(kly, in the diocese of Liigc, to teach the Bible to the monks.® 
It is not known whether he died there or returned to Corbie. 

He was a very superior scholar for his age, well versed in 
Greek and with some knowledge of Hebrew. Hence his 
epithet, the "Grammarian” (i. e. Philologist). His fame rests 

i Vita Sancti Maximinu fijpwopi 7 Vmrmsis, Migne, CXTX. col. 665-680. 

* Of. Baluao (Migne, L c. col. 425) and Ebert, l <•* p. 208. 

* Vita Sancti Wiffhcrti, abbatui Fritzlariems, Migne, l . 679-694. 

* The monastery of Old Corbie was in Picardy, in the present department 
of Somme, nine miles by rail east of Amiens. That of New Corbie was in 
Westphalia, and was founded by Louis the Pious in 822 by a colony of monks 
from Old Corbie. 

* Stavelot is twenty-four miles southeast of Lifcge, in present Belgium. It 
is now a busy manufacturing place of four thousand inhabitants. Its abbey 
was founded in 651, and its abbots bad princely rank and independent juris- 
diction down to the peace of Luneville in 1801. The town of Malmfedy lies 
about five miles to tbe northeast* and until 1815 belonged to the abbey of 
Stavelot It is now in Prussia. 
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upon his Commentary on Matthew’s Gospel , a work distinguished 
for its clearness of statement, and particularly noticeable for its 
insistence upon the paramount importance of the historic sense, 
as the foundation of interpretation. 1 2 To such a man the views 
of Paschasius Radbertus upon the Lord’s Supper could have no 
attraction. Yet an attempt has been persistently made to show 
that in his comments upon Matt. 26 : 26-28, he teaches tran- 
substantiation. Curiously enough, his exact language upon this 
interesting point cannot be now determined beyond peradven- 
ture, because every copy of the first printed edition, prepared by 
Wimphelin de Scbelestadt, Strassburg 1514, has perished, and 
in the MS. in possession of the Cordelier Fathers at Lyons the 
critical passage reads differently from that in the second edition, 
by the Lutheran, Johannes Secerius, Hagcnau 1 530. Ln the 
Secerius text, now printed in the Lyons edition of the Fathers, 
and in Migne, the words are, verse 26, “Hoe est corpus meum. 
Id est, in sacramento” (“ This is my body. That is, in tire sac- 
rament,” or the sacramental sign as distinct from the res sacra- 
menti, or the substance represented). Verse 28, “ Transfer ms 
spiritaliter corpus in panem, vinum in sanguinem” (“ Transfer- 
ring spiritually body into bread, wine into blood”). 3 In the 
MS. the first passage reads: “Id est , vere in sacramento sub- 
sistens” ("That is, truly subsisting in the sacrament”); and in 
the second the word “spiritaliter’’ is omitted. The Roman 
Catholics now generally admit the correctness of the printed 
text, and that the MS. has been tampered with, but insist that 
Druthmar is not opposed to the Catholic doctrine on the 
Eucharist. 

The brief expositions of Luke and John 4 5 are probably mere 

1 JExpositio in Matthseum Evangelistam, Migne, CVI. col. 1261-1504. 

2 “ Studui autem plus kistoricum senstrn segui quam spiritalem , quia irrationabile 
mki mdetur spiritalem intelligmtiam in libro aliquo queer ere, et kistoricam penilus 

ignorare: cum historia fundammtwm omnis intelligmtm sit” etc. Ibid. col. 1262, 

L 6, fr. bel. 

5 Ibid. col. 1476, 1. 16 and 3 ft. bel. 4 Ibid. col. 1503-1514, 1515-1520. 
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notes of Dr utli mar’s expository lectures on those books, and not 
the works he promises in his preface to Matthew. 1 

§ 173. 8t. Pctschasim lladbertus. 

I. Sanctus Paschasiuh Radbkrtus: Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. 

cxx. 

II. Besides the Prolegomena in Migne, see Melchior Hausher : Der 
heilige Pasehasiux Jladbertus. Mainz 1862. Carl Roden BERG: Die 
Vita Walae. ale hktorinc/w Quelle (Inaugural Dissertation). Gottingen 
1877. Du Pin, VII. 69-73, 81. Ceillier, XI T. 528-549. Hist. lit. 
de la France, V. 287-314. Baiir, 233, 234, 462-471. Ebert, IJ. 
230-244. 

Radbektus, snrnamcd Pasohasius / the famous promulgator 
of the doctrine of Transubstantiation, was born of poor and un- 
known parents, about 790, in or near the city of Soissons in 
France. His mother died while he was a very little child, and 
as he was himself very sick he was “ exposed” in the church of 
Soissons. The nuns of the Benedictine abbey of Our Lady in 
that place had compassion upon him and nursed him back to 
health. 5 His education was conducted by the adjoining Benedic- 
tine monks of St. Peter, and he received the tonsure, yet for a 
time he led a secular life. His thirst for knowledge and his 
pious nature, however, induced him to take up again with the 
restraints of monasticism, and he entered (c. 812) the Benedictine 
monastery at Corbie, in Picardy, then under abbot Adalhard. 
There he applied himself diligently to study and to the cultiva- 
tion of the monastic virtues, and so successfully that he soon won 
an enviable reputation for ascetic piety and learning. lie was 
well read in classical literature, particularly familiar with Yirgil, 
Horace and Terence, and equally well read in the Fathers, lie 
knew Greek and perhaps a little Hebrew. His qualifications 
for the post of teacher of the monastery’s school were, therefore, 
for that day unusual, and he brought the school up to a high 

1 Ibid. col. 1263. 

1 From Pauha, probably in allusion to bis position in tbe Eucharistic con- 
troversy. 

* Their abbess was Theodrada. Mabillon, Armola, lib. 27 (rol. 2, p. 371). 



742 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


grade of proficiency. Among his famous pupils were Adalhard 
the Younger, St. Ansgar, Odo, bishop of Beauvais, and Warinus, 
abbot of New Corbie. He preached regularly and with great 
acceptance, and was strict in the observance by himself and 
others of the Benedictine rule. 

In the year 822 he accompanied his abbot, Adalhard, and the 
abbot’s brother and successor, Wala, to Corbie in Saxony, in 
order to establish there the monastery which is generally known 
as New Corbie. In 826 Adalhard died, and Wala was elected 
his successor. With this election Radbertus probably had much 
to do ; at all events, he was deputed by the community to secure 
from Louis the Pious the confirmation of their choice. This 
meeting with the emperor led to a friendship between them, and 
Louis on several occasions showed his appreciation of Radbcrtus. 
Thus in 831 he sent him to Saxony to consult with Ansgar about 
the latter’s northern mission, and several times asked his advice. 
Louis took the liveliest interest in Radbertus’s eucharistic views, 
and asked his ecclesiastics for their opinion. 

In 844 Radbertus was elected abbot of his monastery. He 
was then, and always remained, a simple monk, for in his 
humility, and probably also because of his view of the Lord’s 
Supper, he refused to be ordained a priest. His name first 
appears as abbot in the Council of Paris, Feb. 14, 846. He 
was then able to carry through a measure which gave his mon- 
astery freedom to choose its abbot and to govern its own pro- 
perty. 1 These extra privileges are proofs that the favor shown 
toward him by Louis was continued by his sons. Radbertus 
was also present in the Council of Quiercy in 849, and joined in 
the condemnation of Gottschalk. Two years later (851) he 
resigned his abbotship. He had been reluctant to take the posi- 
tion, and had found it by no means pleasant. Its duties were 
so multiform and onerous that he had little or no time for study ; 

i Privilegiim mowatmi Oorbeiemit, in Migne, CSX col. 27-82. Cf. Hefele, 
IV. 119. 
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besides, his strict discipline made his monks restive. But per- 
haps a principal reason for retiring was the fact that one of his 
monks, Batramnus, had ventured to criticize, publicly and 
severely, his position upon the Eucharist ; thus stirring up oppo- 
sition to him in his own monastery. 

Immediately upon his resignation, Kadbertus went to the 
neighboring abbey of St. Riquier, but shortly returned to Corbie, 
and took the position of monk under the new abbot. His last 
days were probably his pleasantest. He devoted himself to the 
undisturbed study of his favorite books and to his beloved 
literary labors. On April 26, 865, 1 he breathed his last. He 
was buried in the Chapel of St. John. In the eleventh century 
miracles began to be wrought at his tomb. Accordingly he was 
canonized in 1073, and on July 12th of that year his remains 
were removed with great pomp to St. Peter’s Church at Corbie. 

The fame of Paschasius Kadbertus rests upon his treatise on 
The body and blood of the Lord, 2 which appeared in 831, and in 
an improved form in 844. His arguments in it and in the 
Epistle to j Frudcgard 3 on the same subject have already been 
handled at length in this volume. 4 His treatiso on The birth by 
the Virgin? i. e. whether Christ was born in the ordinary man- 
ner or not, has also been sufficiently noticed. 4 

Besides these, Kadbertus wrote, 1. An Exposition of the Gospel 
of Matthew. 7 He explained this Gospel in his sermons to the 
monks. At their request, he began to write out his lectures, 
and completed four of the twelve books before his election as 
abbot, but was then compelled to lay the work aside. The 
monks at St Rtquier’s requested its continuance, and it finally 
was finished. The special prefaces to each book are worth 

1 This i» the date given in the Necrology of Novel on. See M&billon, An- 
nate, lib. XXXVI. (vol.Iir, p. 119). 

* De oorpore et tanguinc Domini, in Migne, CXX. col. 1259-1850. 

* EpUMa de corporc et sanguine Domini ad Phtdegardum. Ibid, col 1851-1866. 

4 Pp. 648. 546 sqq. * De partu Virginia , Mlgne, CXX. col. 1867-1886. 

* Page 553. 1 Expod&o in evmgtlim Mattkcd, Migne, CXX. eol. 81-094. 
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attentive reading for their information concerning the origin and 
progress of the commentary, and for the views they present upon 
Biblical study in general. As the prologue states, the principal 
sources are Jerome, Ambrose, Augustin, Chrysostom, Gregory 
the Great, and Bede. 1 Of these, Jerome was most used. His 
excerpts are not always literal. He frequently alters and expands 
the expressions. 2 Kadbertus was particular to mark on the 
margin of his pages the names of the authors drawn upon, but 
in transcribing his marks have been obliterated. His interpre- 
tation is rather more literal than was customary in his day, and 
he enlivens his pages with allusions to passing events, dwelling 
especially upon the disorders of the time, the wickedness of the 
clergy and monks, the abuses of the confessional, and the errors 
of the Adoptionists, Claudius of Turin and of Scotus Erigena. 
He also frequently quotes classic authors* 

2. An Exposition of Psalm XLIV} It was written for the 
nuns of Soissons, to whom he owed his life, and the dedication 
to them is an integral part of the first of its four books. It is 
allegorical and very diffuse, but edifying. 

3. An Exposition of the Lamentations of Jeremiah .* This was 
the fruit of his old age, and once more, as in his early manhood, 
he deplored the vices, both lay and clerical, which disgraced his 
times. His allusion to the Norman incursions in the neighbor- 
hood of Paris, 6 which took place in 857, proves that he must 
have written the work after that date. In his prologue, Rad- 
bertus states that he had never read a commentary on Lamenta- 
tions written by a Latin author. Hence his information must 
have been derived from Greek sources, and he was unacquainted 
with the similar work by Rabanus Maurus. He distinguished 
a triple sense, a literal, spiritual, and a moral, and paid especial 
regard to types and prophecies, as he considered that there were 
prophecies in Lamentations which referred to his own day. 

1 Ibid. col. 35. * Ibid. col. 394. *Bahr,465. 

* Exponitw in Paalmun, XL1V. Ibid. col. 993-1060. 

4 In Threnat trim £omenfcrfton« Jeremtce. Ibid. col. 1059-1256. t Ibid. col. 1220. 
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4. Faith , Hope and Love. 1 This work is preceded by an 
acrostic poem, the first letters of each line forming the name “ Rad- 
bertus Lcvita.” Each of the three books is devoted to one of the 
Christian virtues. Eadbcrtus wrote the treatise at the request of 
abbot Wala, for the instruction of the younger monks. The book 
on faith is remarkable for its statement that faith precedes knowl- 
edge, thus antedating the scholastics in their assertion, which is 
most pregnantly put in the famous expression of Anselm, Credo 
id intettigam? The third book, On Love, is much later than the 
others on account of the author’s distractions. 

5. Life of Adalhard? the first abbot of New Corbie. It is a 
panegyric rather than a strict biography, but contains much in- 
teresting and valuable information respecting the abbot and the 
founding of the German monastery of Corbie. The model for 
the work is the funeral oration of Ambrose upon Yalentinian II. 
Its date is 826, the year of Adalkard’s death. It contains much 
edifying matter. 

6. Life of Wala* the brother of Adalhard at Old Corbie, 
and his successor. It is in the peculiar form of conversations. 
In the first book the interlocutors are Paschasius, as he calls him- 
self, and four fellow Corbie monks — Adeodatus, Scvcrus, Chromes, 
Allabicus; and in the second, Paschasius, Adeotatus and Theo- 
phrastus. Tlrcse names are, like Asenius, as he calls Wala, mani- 
festly pseudonyms. He borrowed the idea of such a dialogue 
from Sulpicius Scvcrus, who used it in his life of St. Martin of 
Tours. The date of the book is 836, the year of Wala’s death. 

7. The Passion of llufmus and Valerius ? who were martyrs 
to the Christian faith, at or near Soissons, in the year 287. In 
this work he uses old materials, but weakens the interest of his 
subject by his frequent digressions and long paraphrases. 

) Be fid?., spe H rharilate. Miftne, OXIX, col. 1387-1490. a Ebert, l. e. 235- 

* Vila Mined AitalhmH, Migno. CXX. col. 1307-1656. Ebert, l. c. 236-244, 
gives a fii 1 account of Pas' humus’ Liven of Adalhard and Wala. 

* Epitaphium Arsenti mu vita veneraJbUk Waist. Migne, CXX. col, 1659-1660. 

* Be Pastime SS. JRvfini et Valerii. Ibid. col. 1489-1508. 
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§ 174. Ratramnus. 

L Ratramnus, Gorbeiensis monachus: Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. 
CXXI. The treatise Be corpore et sanguine Domini was first pub- 
lished by Johannes Prael under the title Bertrami presbyleri ad Car- 
olum Magnum imperaiorum, Cologne, 1532 It was translated into 
German, Zurich 1532, and has repeatedly appeared in English under 
the title, The Book of Bertram the Priest , London 1549, 1582, 1623, 
1686, 1688 (the last two editions are by Hopkins and give the Latin 
text also), 1832; and Baltimore, U. S. A., 1843. The best edition of 
the original text is by Jacques Boileau, Paris, 1712, reprinted with 
all the explanatory matter in Migne. 

TT. For discussion and criticism see the modem works, Du Pin, VII. pas- 
sim ; Ceilliek, XII. 555-568. Hist. lit. de la France, V- 332-851. 
BIhr, 471-479. Ebert, II. 244-247. Joseph Bach: Dogmenge- 
schichte des Mittelalters, Wien, 1873-75, 2 parts (1. 193 sqq.) ; Joseph 
Schwane : Dogmengeschichte der mittleren Zeit, Freiburg in Br., 1882 
(pp. 631 sqq.) Also Neander, III. 482, 497-501, 567-68. 

Of Ratramnus 1 very little is known. He was a monk of 
the monastery of Corbie, in Picardy, which he had entered at 
some time prior to 835, and was famed for his learning and 
ability. Charles the Bald frequently appealed to his judgment, 
and the archbishop of Rheims gave over to him the defense of 
the Roman Church against Photius. He participated in the 
great controversies upon Predestination and the Eucharist. He 
was an Augustinian, but like his fellows he gathered his argu- 
ments from all the patristic writers. In his works he shows 
independence and ingenuity. One of his peculiarities is, that 
like Bishop Butler in the Analogy, he docs not name those 
whom he opposes or defends. He was living in 868 ; how 
long thereafter is unknown. 

He was not a prolific author. Only six treatises have come 
down to us. 

1. A letter upon the eynoeephali .* It is a very curious piece, 
addressed to the presbyter Rimbert who had answered his 

1 Bertramnus, although a common variant, is due to a slip of the pen on the 
part of a scribe and is therefore not an allowable form. 

* Epistola de oynocephdis, Migne, CXXI. col. 1153-1166. 
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queries in regard to the cynocephali, and had asked in return for 
an opinion respecting their position in the scale of being. Ra- 
tramnus replied that from what he knew about them he con- 
sidered them degenerated descendants of Adam, although the 
Church generally classed them with beasts. They may even 
receive baptism by being rained upon. 1 

2. Sow Christ was bom , 2 In this treatise Ratramnus refutes 
the theory of some Germans that Christ issued from the body 
of the Virgin Mary in some abnormal way. 3 He maintains, 
on the contrary, that the birth was one of the ordinary kind, ex- 
cept that his mother was before it, during it, and after it a 
virgin, 4 because her womb was closed. He compares Christ's 
birth to his issuing from the sealed tomb and going through 
closed doors. 5 * The book is usually regarded as a reply to the 
De partu virginis of Radbertus, but there is good reason to con- 
sider it independent of and even earlier than the latter.® 

3. The soul (De anima). It exists in MS. in several English 
libraries, but has never been printed. It is directed against the 
view of Macarius (or Marianus) Scotus, derived from a misin- 
terpreted sentence of Augustin that the whole human race had 
only one soul. The opinion was condemned by the Lateran 
council under Leo X. (1612-17). 

4. Divine predestination , 7 It was written about 849 at the 
request of Charles the Bald, who sought Ratramnus' opinion in 
the Gottschalk controversy. Ratramnus defended Gottschalk, al- 
though he does not mention his name, maintaining likewise a 
two-fold predestination, regardless of the fact that the synods of 
Mayencc (848) and of Quiercy (849) had condemned it, and 
Gottschalk had been cruelly persecuted by Hincmar of Rheims. 


1 “ Nam et baptism i sammentum dMnitus ilium eonsecutum/uisu, me bis minis - 

terio mm perfundente, sieut libdlus ipse testator , creditor, ” col. 1155. 

* Be so quod Christas ex virgins natus sst liber, ibid. col. 81 [not 81. m in table 

<rfoontents]-102. 1 Chap. I. col. 88. * Chap. II. col. 84. 6 Chap. VIII. ool. 96. 

* See Steltz in Herzog 1 (art. Radbertus) XII. 482-488. 

T De prmdesti n atsone Dei libri duo, Migne, CXXI. ool, 11-80. 
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In the first book Ratramnus maintains the predestination of the 
good to salvation by an appeal to the patristic Scriptural quota- 
tions and interpretations upon this point, particularly those of 
Augustin. In the second book he follows the same method to 
prove that God has predestinated the bad to eternal damnation. 
But this is not a predestination to sin. Rather God foresees 
their determinination to sin and therefore withholds his help, 
so that they are lost in consequence of their own sins. 

5. Four books upon the Greeks’ indictment of the Roman 
Church. 1 Like the former work, it was written by request. 
In 967 Photius addressed a circular letter to the Eastern 
bishops in which he charged the Roman Church with certain 
errors in faith and practice: e. g., the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, the celibacy of the clergy, the Sabbath and Lent fasts. 
Nicholas I. called upon his bishops to refute this charge. Ilinc- 
mar of Rheims commissioned Odo of Beauvais to write an apolo- 
getic treatise, but his work not proving satisfactory he next 
asked Ratramnus. The work thus produced is very famous. 
The first three books are taken up with the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit ; but in the fourth he branches out upon a general 
defense of the ecclesiastical practices of the Latin Church. He 
does this in an admirable, liberal and Christian spirit. In 
the first chapter of the fourth book he mildly rebukes the Greeks 
for prescribing their peculiar customs to others, because the 
difference in such things is no hindrance to the unity of the 
feith which Paul enjoins in 1 Cor. i. 10. This unity lie finds in 
the faith in the Trinity, the birth of Christ from a Virgin, his 
sufferings, resurrection, ascension, session at God’s right hand, 
return to judgment, and in the baptism into Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit* In the first three chapters of the book he proves 
this proposition by a review of the condition of the Early 
Church. He then passes on to defend the Roman customs.® 

1 Contra Qrcecorum opposite Eomanam eccUsiam infamantium libri quatiuor , ibid, 
col. 225-346. * IV. h Ibid col. 303. 

* It is instructive to compare the apology of JEneas, bishop of Paris (re- 
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6. The Body and Blood of the Lord. 1 This is the most valu- 
able writing of Ratramnus. It is a reply to Paschasius Rad- 
bcrt’s book with the same title. 2 It is dedicated to Charles the 
Bald who had requested (in 944) his opinion in the eucharistic 
controversy. Without naming Radbert, who was his own abbot, 
he proceeds to investigate the latter’s doctrines. The whole con- 
troveiy has been fully stated in another section.* 

The book has had a strange fate. It failed to turn the tide 
setting so strongly in favor of the views of Radbertus, and was 
in the Middle Age almost forgotten. Later it was believed to 
be the product of Scotus Erigona and as such condemned to be 
burnt by the council of Vercelli (1050). The first person to 
use it in print was John Fisher, bishop of Rochester, who in 
writing against Oceolampadius quotes from it as good Catholic 
authority. 4 This called the attention of the Zwinglian party to 
it and they quickly turned the weapon thus furnished against the 
Catholics. In the same year in which it was published at Co- 
logne (1532), Leo Judas made a German translation of it (Zurich, 
1532) which was used by the Zurich ministers in proof that the 
Zwinglian doctrine of the Lord’s Supper was no novelty. 5 But 
the fact that it had such a cordial reception by the Reformed 
theologians made it suspicious in Catholic eyes. The Council of 
Trent pronounced it a Protestant forgery, and in 1 559 it was 
put upon the Index. The foremost Catholic theologians such as 
Bollarniin and Allan agreed with the Council. A little later 
(1571) the theologians of Louvain (or Douay) came to the de- 
fense of the book. In 1655 Sainte Bcuve formally defended 
its orthodoxy. Finally Jacques Boileau (Paris, 1712) set all 
doubt at rest, and the book is now accepted as a genuine 
production of Ratramnus. 

printed in the name vol. of Migno, eol. 685-762), which is a mere cento of 
patristic passages. 

1 De corpora el sanguine Domini liber. Ibid. col. 125-170. 

* See p. 748. * P. 543 sqq. 

4 De Verit. eorp. et tang. Gkritti corUra CEcolampad., Cologne, 1627. 

* Ruchat, Jltform. de la Suiete, vol. iv. p. 207 ; ed. Vulliemin, vol. iii. p. 122. 
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It remains but to add that in addition to learning, perspicuity 
and judgment Ratramnus had remarkable critical power. The 
latter was most conspicuously displayed in his exposure of the 
fra ud ulent character of the Apocryphal tale, Be nabivttate Vir- 
ginia, and of the homily of Pseudo- Jerome, Be ammvptione 
Virginia, both of which Hincmar of Rheims had copied and 
sumptuously bound. 

§ 175. Hincmar of Eheima. 

I. Hincmarus, Ithemensis archiepiscopus : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. 
, CXXV.-CXXVI., col. 648. First collected edition by Sirmond. 
Paris, 1645. 

IL Prolegomena in Migne, CXXV. Wolfgang Friedrich Gess: 
MerkujurdigkeHen aus dem Leben und Sehriften Hincmars, Gottingen, 
1806. Prichard : The life and times of Hincmar, Liltlemore, 1849. 
Carl von Noorden: Hznkmar, Erzbischof von Rheims, Bonn, 1863. 
Loupot: Hincmar, ivtgue de Reims, sa vie, see oeuvres, son influence, 
Beims, 1869. Auguste Vidieu: Hincmar de Reims, Paris, 1875. 
Heinrich Schrors : Hincmar, Erzbischof von Reims, Freiburg im 
Br., 1884 (588 pages). 

III. C£ also Flodoard: Historia ecclesice Remensis, in Migne, CXXXV., 
col. 25-328 (Book III., col. 137-262, relates to Hincmar) ; French 
trans. by Lejenne, Reims, 1854, 2 vols. G. Marlot: Histoire de 
Reims, Reims, 1843-45, 3 vols. F. Mokniek: Luttes politiques et 
religieuses sous les Carlovingiens, Paris, 1852. Max SDRALEK: 
Hinkmar von Rheims kanonistisches Outachten uber die Ehescheidung 
des Konigs Lothar II. Freiburg im Br., 1881. Du PIN, VII. 10-54. 
Ceillier, XII. 654-689, Hist. lit. de la France, V., 544-594 (reprinted 
in Migne, OXXV. col. 11-44). BIhr, 507-523. Ebert, II. 247- 
257. Hefele: Conciliengeschichte , 2d ed. IV. passim. 

Hincmar, archbishop of Rheims, was bom of noble and 
distinguished ancestry, probably in the province of that name, 1 
in the year 806. His name is also spelled Ingumar, Ingmer 
and Igmar. He was educated in the Benedictine monastery 
of St. Denis, near Paris, under abbot Hilduin. When the lat- 
ter was appointed (822) chancellor to Louis the Pious he took 
young Hi n c mar to court with him. There his talents soon 
brought him into prominence, while his asceticism obtained for 

i Schrors, l e. p. 9. 
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him the especial favor of Louis the Pious. This interest lie 
used to advance the cause of reform in the monastery of St. 
Denis, which had become lax in its discipline, and when the 
Synod of Paris in 829 appointed a commission to bring this 
about he heartily co-operated with it, and entered the monastery 
as a monk. In 830, Hilduin was banished to New Corbie, in 
Saxony, for participation in the conspiracy of Lothair against 
Louis the Pious. Ilincmar had no part in or sympathy with 
the conspiracy, yet out of love for Hilduin he shared his exile. 
Through his influence with Louis, Hilduin was pardoned and 
re-instated in his abbey after only a year’s absence. Hincmar 
for the next nine or ten years lived partly at the abbey and 
partly at court. He applied himself diligently to “Study, and 
laid up those stores of patristic learning of which he afterwards 
made such an effective use. In 840 Charles the Bald succeeded 
Louis, and soon after took him into his permanent service, and 
then began that eventful public life which was destined to render 
him one of the most famous of churchmen. After his ordina- 
tion as priest in 844, Charles the Bald gave him the oversight 
of the abbeys of St. Mary's, at Compiegnc, and of St. Germer’s, 
at Plaix. He also gave him an estate, 1 which he made over to 
the hospice of St. Denis, on his elevation to the archiepiscopate. 
In December, 844, Hincmar took a prominent part in the coun- 
cil at Vcrneuil, and in April of the following year at the council 
of Beauvais he was elected by the clergy and people of Bheims 
to bo their archbishop. This choice being ratified by Charles 
the Bald, and the permission of his abbot being received, he was 
consecrated by Rothad, bishop of Soissons, archbishop of Iiheims 
and metropolitan, May 3, 845. 

No sooner had he been established in his see and had secured 
from Charles the restitution of all property that belonged to it, 
than trouble broke out. His diocese had fallen into more or 
less disorder in consequence of the ten years which had elapsed 
1 August 12, 844. See Sobrora, l. «. p. 26. 
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between Ebo’s deposition and bis election. Hincmar’s first 
trouble came from Ebo, who contested Hincmar’s election, on 
the ground that he was still archbishop. But the council of 
Paris in 846 affirmed Hincmar’s election, and, in 847, Leo IV. 
sent him the pallium. The first difficulty being overcome, a 
second presented itself. For a few months in 840 Ebo had oc- 
cupied his old see by force, and during this time had ordained 
several priests. Hincmar degraded them and the council of 
Soissons in 853 approved his act. But naturally his course was 
opposed. The leader of the malcontents was Wulfad, one of 
the deposed priests. The matter was not disposed of until 868, 
when Pope Hadrian decided practically in favor of the deposed 
priests, for while exonerating Hincmar of all blame, at the 
same time he confirmed the election of Wulfad (866) as arch- 
bishop of Bourges. 

Another trouble came from Rothad, bishop of Soissons, who 
had consecrated him, and who was one of his suffragans. 
Rothad had deposed a priest for unchastity and the deposition 
was confirmed by an episcopal council. Hincmar took the 
ground that Rothad, being only a suffragan bishop, had no 
right of deposition, and also no right to call a council, ne also 
brought formal charges of disobedience against him and de- 
manded the re-instatement of the deposed priest. Rothad per- 
sistently refusing compliance was then himself deposed (861). 
Both parties appealed to the pope, who at last (January 21, 865) 
decided in Rothad’s favor and re-instated him. 1 

In 863 Hincmar refused to give his assent as metropolitan to 
the elevation of Hilduin, brother of Gunther of Cologne, to the 
bishopric of Cambrai. Hilduin had been nominated to this posi- 
tion by Lothair, but Hincmar said that he was unfit, and the 
pope approved of his action. 

His longest and hardest fight was with his nephew and name- 
sake, Hincmar , bishop of Laon. The latter was certainly very 

1 Hefele, IV- 292. 
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insubordinate and disobedient both to his metropolitan and his 
king. In consequence Ilincmar of Rheims deposed him (871) 
and the king took him prisoner and blinded him. Pope Had- 
rian II. (d. 872) defended him but accomplished nothing. Pope 
John Ylll. also pleaded his cause, and in 878 gave him permis- 
sion to recite mass. He died in 882. 

These controversies, and those upon Predestination and the 
Eucharist, and his persecution of Gottschalk, elsewhere treated 
at length, 1 have tended to obscure Ilincmar’s just reputation as a 
statesman. Yet he was unquestionably the leader in the West 
Frankish kingdom, and by his wisdom and energy preserved the 
state during a sadly disordered time. His relations with Louis 
the Pious, Charles the Bald and Carloman were friendly. He 
crowned several queens of the Carol ingian family, and in 869 
Charles the Bald. He also solemnized their marriages. In 859 
he headed the German delegation to Louis, and in 860 conducted 
the peace deliberations at Coblenz. He took the side of Charles 
the Bald in his fight with Rome, and in 871 wrote for him a very 
violent letter to Pope Hadrian IT.* It may be said that in state 
politics he was more successful than in church politics. He pre- 
served his king from disgrace, and secured his independence, but 
he was unable to secure for himself the papal sanction at all 
times, and the much coveted honor of the primacy of France 
which John VTH.,in 876, gave to Ansegis, archbishop of Sens. 

One of the most important facts about these Ilincmarian con- 
troversies is that in them for t he first time the famous pscudo- 
Isidorian decretals 3 arc quoted ; and that by all parties. 
Whether Ilincmar knew of their fraudulent character may well 
be questioned, for that he had little if any critical ability is 
proved by his belief in two literary forgeries, an apocryphal tale 
of the birth of the Virgin, and a homily upon her assumption, 4 

1 See pp. 528 sqq ; 552. 

* See Me, IV. 507. The letter it in Mipie, CXXIV. col. 881-896. 

* See pp. 268 sqq. < See p. 750. 
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attributed to Jerome. The fraud was exposed by Ratramnus. 
Hifi use of the decretals was arbitrary. He quoted them when 
they would help him, as against the pope in contending for the 
liberty of the Frankish Church. He ignored them when they 
opposed his ideas, as in his struggle with his nephew, because in 
their original design they asserted the independence of bishops 
from their metropolitans. 

Hincmar was not only a valiant fighter, but also a faithful 
shepherd. He performed with efficiency all the usual duties of 
a bishop, such as holding councils, hearing complaints, settling 
difficulties, laying plans and carrying out improvements. He 
paid particular attention to education and the promotion of learn- 
ing generally. He was himself a scholar and urged life clergy 
to do all in their power to build up the schools. He also gave 
many books to the libraries of the cathedral at Rheims and the 
monastery of St. Remi, and had many copied especially for them. 
His own writings enriched these collections. His attention to 
architecture was manifested in the stately cathedral of Rheims, 
begun by Ebo, but which he completed, and in the enlarge- 
ment of the monastery of St. Remi. 

The career of this extraordinary man was troubled to its very 
end. In 881 he came in conflict with Louis the Third by ab- 
solutely refusing to consecrate one of the king’s favorites, Odo- 
acer, bishop of Beauvais. Hincmar maintained that he was 
entirely unfit for the office, and as the Pope agreed with him 
Odoacer was excommunicated. In the early part of the follow- 
ing year the dreaded Normans made their appearance in the 
neighborhood of Rheims. Hincmar bethought himself of the 
precious relics of St Remi and removed them for safety’s sake 
to Epernay when he himself fled thither. There he died, Dec. 
21, 882. He was buried two days after at Rheims. 

Looking back upon Hincmar through the vista of ten cen- 
turies, he stands forth as the determined, irrepressible, tireless 
opponent of both royal and papal tyranny over the Church. 
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He asserted the liberty of the Gallican Church at a time when 
the State on the one hand endeavored to absorb her revenues 
and utilize her clergy in its struggles and wars, and the Pope on 
the other hand strove to make his authority in ecclesiastical 
matters supreme. That Hincmar was arrogant, relentless, self- 
seeking, is true. But withal he was a pure man, a stern moral- 
ist, and the very depth and vigor of his belief in his own opinions 
rendered him the more intolerant of the opinions of opponents, 
as of those of the unfortunate Gottschalk. The cause he defended 
was a just and noble one, and his failure to stem the tide setting 
toward anarchy in Church and State was fraught with far-reach- 
ing consequences. 

HIS WRITINGS. 

His writings reveal his essentially practical character. They 
are very numerous, but usually very short. In contents they 
are designed for the most part to answer a temporary purpose. 
This makes them all the more interesting to the historian, but 
in the same degree of less permanent importance. The patris- 
tic learning they exhibit is considerable, and the ability great; 
hut the circumstances of his life as prelate precluded him from 
study and quiet thought, so he was content to rely upon the 
labors of others and reproduce and adapt their arguments and 
information to his own design. Only the more important tan 
be here mentioned. Some twenty-three writings are known to 
he lost. 1 

I. Writings in the Gottschalk Controversy.* 

1. The first was in 855, Divine Predestination and (he Free- 
dom of (he WE. It was in three books. All has perished, 
except the prefatory epistle to Charles the Bald.* 

1 See 5»W. lit. de la France, t. e. The philosophical treatise D« divma (t mul- 
tiplid animte raiionc (Migne, CXXV. col. 929-952) is probably falsely attributed 
to him. Of. Ebert, l e. p. 250. 

* See pp. 528 sqq. * Migne, CXXV. col. 49-60. 
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2. At the request of this king he wrote a second treatise upon 
the same subject. 1 

3. In 857 he refuted the charge made against him by Gott- 
schalk and Batramnus that in altering a line of a hymn from 
« Te, trim Deitas,” to “ Te, sanda Deitas,” he showed a Sabellian 
leaning. 2 

II. Writings in the Hincmar of Laon Controversy.* They 
consist of letters from each disputant to the other, formal charges 
against FTinnma.r of Laon, the sentence of his deposition, the 
synodical letter to Pope Hadrian II. and the letter of Hinc- 
mar of Laon to the same. 

III. Writings relative to political and social affairs. 

1. The divorce of king Lothair and queen Theutberga* This 
treatise dates from 863 and is the reply to thirty questions upon the 
general subject asked Hincmar by different bishops. It reveals 
his firm belief in witches, sorcery and trial by ordeal, and 
abounds in interesting and valuable allusions to contemporary 
life and manners. 5 

2. Addresses and prayers at the coronation of Charles the 
Bald, his son Louis II. the Stammerer, his daughter Judith, 
and his wife Hermintrude.* 

3. The personal character of the king and the royal adminis- 
tration. 7 It is dedicated to Charles the Bald, and is avowedly a 
compilation. The Scriptures and the Fathers, chiefly Ambrose, 
Augustin, and Gregory the Great are its sources. Its twenty-three 
chapters are distributed by Hincmar himself 8 under three heads : 
(a) the royal person and office in general [chaps. 1-15] ; (b) the 

1 De Prmdestiinatione , ibid, col. 55-474. 

* Oollectio de una ft non trim JDeitate, ibid . col. 473-518. 

3 Opmcula et epistolos in causa Hincmri Lcmdunems, Migne, CXXVX col, 
279-648. 

4 De divortio Lotharii regie et Tetbergce regime, Mierne, CXX V. col. 619-772. 

5 See especially Inter . vi. t xvii., xviii., t bid. col. 659-673, 726-730, 

* CknmaMones regies, ibid . col. 803-818 

* De regie persona et regio ministerio, ibid . col. 833-856. 

8 See preface, col. 833, 834. 
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discretion to be shown in the administration of justice [chaps. 
lb‘-28] ; (c) the duty of a king in the unsparing punishment 
of rebels against God, the Church and the State, even though 
they be near relatives [chaps. 29-33]. It was composed in a 
time of frequent rebellion, and therefore the king had need 
to exercise severity as well as gentleness in dealing with his 
subjects. 1 * Hincmar delivers himself with great plainness and 
gives wise counsels. 

4. The. vices to be shunned and the virtues to be exercised? An- 
other treatise designed for the guidance of Charles the Bald, 
compiled chiefly from Gregory the Great’s Homilies and Morals. 
Its occasion was Charles’s request of Hincmar to send him 
Gregory the Great’s letter to king Reccared, when the latter 
came over to Catholicism. Hincmar’s treatise is a sort of ap- 
pendix. It begins with a reference to the letter’s allusion to 
the works of mercy, and then out of Gregory’s writings Hinc- 
mar proceeds to treat of these works and their opposite vices. 
In chaps. 9 and 10 Hincmar discusses the eucharist and shows 
his acceptance of the' view of Paschasius Radbcrtus. 

5, 6. Treatises upon rape, a common offense in those lawless 
days. 3 

7. To the noblemen of the Kingdom, for the instruction of King 
Carloman? It was Hincmar’s response to the highly compli- 
mentary request of the Frankish nobles, that he draw up some 
instructions for the young King Carloman, on his accession in 
882. It was therefore one of the last pieces the old statesman 
prepared. 

XV. Writings upon ecclesiastical affairs. 1. The ChpiMaries 

1 Ebert (II. 251) accordingly finds the explanation of the treatise in its third 
division. 

* De emmdiit vUiie el virtutibu* exereemdio, ibid. col. 867-930. 

* De cocrcendi* militum rapiwis, and De eoeremdo et exHirpando raptu mdwtnim, 
tmdlanm ae mnetimoniedium, ibid. col. 953-956, 1017-1036. 

* Ad proeera regni, ibid. col. 993-1008. 



758 


FOUBTH PERIOD, k. D. 590-1049. 


of 852, 874, 877, 881. 1 2. A defense of the liberties of the church , 
addressed to Charles ? It is in three parts, called respectively 
Quaiemiones, Rotula and Admonitio ; the first sets forth the 
necessity of the independence of the Church of the State, and 
quotes the ancient Christian Roman imperial laws on the subject. 
The second is on the trial of charges against the clergy as laid 
down in synodical decrees and papal decisions. The third is an 
exhortation to the king to respect ecclesiastical rights. 

3. The crimination of priests, a valuable treatise upon the 
way in which their trials should be conducted, as shown by 
synodical decrees and quotations from Gregory the Great and 
others. 3 

4. The case of the 'presbyter Tewtfrid, who had stolen Queen 
Imma’s tunic, a golden girdle set with gems, an ivory box, and 
other things. 4 The treatise deals with the ecclesiastico-lcgal 
aspects of the case, and shows how the criminal should be treated. 
Gregory the Great is freely quoted. 

V. Miscellaneous. 1. Exposition of Psalm civ. 17* In the 
Vulgate the second clause of the verse reads, “ the nest of the 
stork is their chief.” The treatise was written in answer to Louis 
the German’s question as to the meaning of these words. He 
begins with a criticism of the text, in which be quotes the Scp- 
tuagint rendering, the exposition of Jerome, Augustin, Prosper 
and Cassiodorus. The meaning he advocates is that the nest of 
the stork surpasses that of the little birds of which it is the 
chief or leader. The treatise is particularly interesting for its 
manner of dealing with one of the so-called Scripture difficulties. 

2. The vision of Bemold.* This interesting little story dates 
from 877, the year of Charles the Bald’s death. Bemold lived 

» Oapituh, ibid, col 773-804, 1069-1086. 

* Pro ecclexias hbrrtatum defemime . ibid L col, 1035-1070. 

1 De presbyfrris criminom, {bid . col. 1093-1110. 

4 j De causa Teutfridi presbyter^ ibid . col. 1111-1116. 

5 De verbis Herod H domm dm est corum, ibid . coL 057-962. 

• De vmone Bemoidi presbyteri, ibid . col. 1115-1120. 
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in Rheims, and was known to Hincmar. He had a vision after 
he had been four days at the point of death, which he related to 
his confessor, and the confessor to Hincmar, who for obvious 
reasons published it. Bernold regained his health, and was 
therefore a living witness to the accuracy of his story. In his 
vision he went to “a certain place,” i. e. purgatory, in which he 
found forty-one bishops, ragged and dirty, exposed alternately to 
extreme cold and scorching heat. Among them, was Ebo, nine- 
mar’s predecessor, who immediately implored Bernold to go to 
their parishioners and clergy and tell them to offer alms, prayers 
and the sacred oblation for them. This he did, and on his return 
found the bishops radiant in countenance, as if just bathed and 
shaved, dressed in alb, stole and sandals, but without chasubles. 
Leaving them, Bernold went in his vision to a dark place, where 
he saw Charles the Bald sitting in a heap of putrefaction, gnawed 
by worms and worn to a mere skeleton. Charles called him by 
name and implored him to help him. Bernold asked how he 
could. Then Charles told him that he was suffering because he 
had not obeyed Hincmar’s counsels, but if Bernold would secure 
Ilinemar’s help he would be delivered. This Bernold did, and 
on his return he found the king clad in royal robes, sound in flesh 
and amid beautiful surroundings. Bernold went further and 
encountered two other characters — Jesse, an archbishop, and a 
Count Othar, whom ho helped by going to the earth and securing 
the prayers, alms and oblations of their friends. He finally 
came across a man who told him that in fourteen years he would 
leave the body and go back to the place he was then in for good, 
but that if ho was careful to give alms and to do other good 
works he would have a beautiful mansion. A rustic of stern 
countenance expressed his lack of faith in Bernold’s ability to do 
this, but was silenced by the first man. Whereupon Bernold 
asked for the Eucharist, and when it was given to him he drank 
almost half a goblet of wine, and said, “ I could eat some food, 
if I had it” He was fed, revived and recovered. Hincmar, in 
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relating this vision, calls attention to its similarity to those told 
in the Dialogues of Gregory the Great, the Ecclesiastical History 
of Bede, in the •writings of St. Boniface, and to that of Wettin, 
which Walahfrid Strabo related. 1 He ends by exhorting his 
readers to be more fervent in their prayers, and especially to 
pray for king Charles and the other dead. 

3. The life of St. Rmigius , 2 the patron saint of Klicims. This 
is an expansion of Fortunatus’ brief biography by means of 
extracts from the Gesta Francorum, Gregory of Tours, and 
legendary and traditional sources, and particularly by means of 
moralizing and allegorizing. The length of the book is out of 
all proportion to its value or interest. To the life he adds an 
Encomium, of St. Bemigius. 3 The object of these two books is 
not to produce history or criticism, but an edifying work and to 
exalt the church of Eheims by exalting its patron. Perhaps 
also he would hint that the gift which Chlodwig made to JEte- 
migius might be acceptably imitated. 4 5 

4. Hincmar appears as a genuine historian in the third part 
of the Bertinian Annals, 3 so called because first published from 
a MS. found in tire convent of St. Bertin. These Annals of the 
West Frankish Kingdom begin with the year 741 and go down 
to 882. Hincmar wrote them from 861 to 882. He evidently 
felt the responsibility of the work he conducted, for he put every 
fact down in a singularly impartial manner, especially when it is 
remembered that he was himself an important part of contem- 
porary history. 6 

5. Letters J These are fifty-five in number, and are upon 

1 See ? 169, p. 732. 

* Vita Sandii Bemigii, Migne. CXXV. col. 1129-1188. 

* Fncomwm ejusdem S. Bemiyii, ibid. col. 1187-1198. 

* Ebert. 1. c. p. 256 

5 AnnaJium Bertinianomm pars tertia, Migne, CXXV. col. 1203-1302. Re- 
print f Pertz, “Monnm. Germ. hist. Script.” 1. 455-515. 

* Ebert, l. e. 367, 868. 

Epitfohe, Migne, CXXVT. col. 9-280 
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weighty matters ; indeed they are official documents, and not 
familiar correspondence. 

6. Poem. 1 They arc very few and devoid of poetical merit 2 

§ 17t>. Johannes ticotus Erigctm. 

L Johannes Sootuh : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. CXXTI. (1853). 
11. J. Floes prepared thin edition, which is more complete than any 
other, for Mignc’.s series. The Da dwhionc naturae was separately 
edited by (!. II. Milkier, Minister, 1838, who reprints in the same vol. 
(pp. 593-610) thirteen religions poems of Heotus as edited by Cardinal 
Mai [(Hass. A art. V. ‘12(5 sqq.). />. llmrf.au has edited Seotus’s com- 
mentary on Marcianos Capelin, Paris, 1801 ; and Cardinal Mai, his 
commentary on the lira mill/ Uimmlnjid Dionysius Aroopagitnin 
Appendix at opera edita <d> Mid, Romo, 1871. There is an excellent 
Gorman translation of the l)e IHv. Not. by L Noack [fh-'ujma iiber 
die Kintheilwuj der Natur, mil einer Hchlmahhandlwig Berlin, 1870-4, 
Ijfiipsitg, 1870, 3 pis.), 

E Besides the Prolegomena and notes of the works already mentioned, 
see Pkokh IIjort: ,/. F. other von (hem Ursjmmy einer christlichen 
Fhilosophie. and ihrrm hciliym He.ru/, Copenhagen, 1823. F. A. 
Btauoknmajer: J. F. PL, u. d. Wlssenschuft e. Zed., vol. I. (all pub- 
lished), Krankl'ort-on-lhc-Main, 1834. B'r. IlftNf: Taireaniiibr : 
S. PL e.1 la philosophic scholastUpte, Strasbourg, 1843. N. Moller : 
,/. F. PL u. s. Irrthiimer, Mayenco, 1844. Theodor Christlieb 
Men u. Mire. d.J. F. PI., Gotha, 1860; comp, also his article in 
Herzog, 9 XIII. 788-804 (L884). Johannes Huber: J. 8. PL Mn 
lic.itratj sur (lesehiehte. dcr Fhilosophie und Theologie im MUielaHer, 
Munich, 1801. A. H'riiOKR: lie. J. F. li., Munster, 1867. 0. Hermens: 
Das Men dee J. F. PL, Jena, I860. It. Hoffmann : lie J. F. E. vita 
a doelriha, Hallo, 1877 (pp. 37). Of. Baitr : Ocsehichte der Lchre von 
der Dreinnigkdt, II. 263-344. Corner : Oesch. d. Lchre v. d. Person 
Christ. i, II. 844-350. Neander, III. 461-466. 

HI. Oil particular points. Torstrick: IMomphia Erigenm; L Trim- 
Mis noth, Gottingen, 1844. Francis Monnier : J)e Gothescalci etj. 
& E eontroversin, Paris, 1853. W. Kauuoii : Das speculative System 
des J. F. PL, Prog, 1860. M mm. : Dodrina J . F. E. cum Christiana 
eomparavit, Budissm (Bautzen), 1869. F. J. Hoffmann: Der 
Gotten- w. FcMpfmgtbegriff des J. S. E, Jena, 1876. G. Anders: 

* Carmim, Migne, CXXV. col. 1201-1202. There are a few verses else- 
where in Migne, and a poem on the Virgin Mary in Mai, “Class, emtoree 
Valicanis mlicibus,” 452 *qq. 

* Ebert, l. e. 257. 
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Darstellung u. Kritik d. Ansicht dass d. Kategerien nicht mf Gott 
anwendbar sden, Sorau, 1877 (pp. 37). G. Bucuwald : Per 
Logosbegriff deJ. S. E., Leipzig, 1884. For his logic see Prantl : 
Geschichte d. Logik in. Abendlande, Leipzig, 1855-70, 4 vols. (II. 
20-37). For his philosophy in general see B. Haur£au: Tlistoire de 
la philosophic scholastique, Paris, 1850, 2 voIr., 2d ed. 1872-81, (chap, 
viii). F. D. Maurice : Mediaeval Philosophy, London, 1856, 2d ed. 
1870 (pp. 45-79). F. Ueberweg : History of Philosophy, Eng. 
trans. I., 358-365. Reuter : Geschichte d. religibsen Aufkldrung in 
Mittelcdter, Berlin, 1875-1877, 2 vols. (I. 51-64). J. Bass Murl- 
iuger: The Schools of Charles the Greed, London, 1877 (pp. 171- 
193). Also Du Pin, VII. 82-84. Ceilrier, XII. 605-609. Hist, 
lit. de la France, V. 416-429. Bahr, 483-500. EBERT, II 257-267. 

HIS LIFE. 

Of Johannes Scotus Erigena, philosopher and theologian, 
one of the great men of history, very little is known. His an- 
cestry, and places of birth, education, residence and death are 
disputed. Upon only a few facts of his life, such as his position 
at the court of Charles the Bald, and his literary works, can one 
venture to speak authoritatively. 

He was bom in Ireland 1 between 800 and 815, educated in 
one of its famous monastic schools, where the Greek Fathers, 
particularly Origen, were studied as well as the Latin. He went 
to France about 843, attracted the notice of Charles the Bald, 
and was honored with his friendship. 2 The king appointed him 
principal of the School of the Palace, and frequently deferred 
to his judgment. John Scotus was one of the ornaments of 
the court by reason of his great learning, his signal ability both 
as teacher and philosopher, and his blameless life. He was 
popularly regarded as having boundless knowledge, and in 
reality his attainments were uncommon. He knew Greek fairly 
well and often introduces Greek words into his writings. He 
owed much to Greek theologians, especially Pseudo-Dionysius 

1 See supplementary note to this section* 

* He even stood on a very familiar footing if the story of Matthew of Paris 
mentioned on p. 639 may be credited. Of. Matthew Paris, Chronica major, ed. 
Xuard, pp, 415 sq. 
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and Maximus. 1 He was acquainted with the Timms of Plato in 
the translation of Chalddus and with the Categories of Aristotle. 2 * 
He was also well read in Augustin, Boethius, Cassiodorus and 
Isidore. He took a leading part in the two great doctrinal 
controversies of his age, on predestination and the eucharist,* 
and by request of Charles the Bald translated into Latin the 
Pseudo-Dionysian writings. The single known fact about his 
personal appearance is that, like Einhard, he was of small stature. 
He died about 877, probably shortly after Charles the Bald. 

HIS WHITINGS. 

Besides the treatise upon Predestination and the translation 
of Dionysius, already discussed, 4 * Scotus Erigena wrote : 

1. A translation of the Obscurities of Gregory Nazianzen, by 
Maximus Confessor.® This was made at the instance of Charles 
the Bald, in 864. 

2. Oppositions of the Heavenly Hierarchy , the DccImasHcd 
Hierarchy, and the Mystical Theology of Dionysius. 6 

3. Homily upon the prologue to John’s Oospel. 7 

4. A commentary upon John’s Gospel. 8 * * Only four fragments 
of it have as yet been found. 

5. A commentary upon the Dialectic of Martianus CapeUa. 
This has been published by Ilaurdau.® 

6. The out-going and in-coming of a soul to God. 16 Of this 
only a small fragment has as yet been found. 

i His affinity with Maximus has been shown by Baur mid Homer. 

* TJeberweg, l c. p. 369. 

* See full account in this vol. pp. 539 sqq. and 551 sqq. 

* These works are in Migne, CXXII. ool. 355-440, and col. 1029-1194. 

* Versio Ambigwnm 8. Maxmi. Migne, CXXII. col. 1193-1222. 

* Expoffiturm super ierarchiam coelestem 8. Dionydi, etc. Ibid. col. 125-284. 

7 Bomlia in prologum 8. Evangdii secundum Joannm. Ibid, col. 283-296. 

* Oommmtariue in 8. Evangelism secundum Joannm. Ibid. col. 297-548. 

* See lit., p. 762. 

u Liber ds egremetregressu anmot ad Bern. Migne, CXXII. co„ 1028, 1024. 
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7. The vision of God. This is in MS. at St. Omer and not 
yet printed. 

8. Verses. 1 Among them are some Greek verses-, with a self- 
made Latin interlineal translation. He introduces both single 
Greek words and verses similarly interlineated into his other 
poems. 

9. The great work of Scotus Erigena is The Division of Na- 
ture. 2 It consists of five books in the form of a dialogue between 
a teacher and a disciple. The latter, generally speaking, repre- 
sents the ecclesiastical conscience, but always in the end echoes 
his teacher. The style is lively and the range of topics em- 
braces the most important theological, cosmological and anthro- 
pological questions. The work was the first practical attempt 
made in the West to unite philosophy and theology. As in the 
dedication to Wulfad, the well-known opponent of Ilincmar, 
John calls him simply “brother/’ the work must have been 
written prior to 865, the year of Wulfad’s elevation to the 
archiepiscopate of Bourges. 3 

HIS THEOLOGICAL TEACHING. 

In the Division of Nature Scotus Erigena has embodied his 
theology and philosophy. By the term “ Nature” he means all 
that is and is not. 4 The latter expression he further interprets 
as including, 1st, that which is above the reach of our senses or our 
reason ; 2d, that which though known to those higher in the 
scale of being is not known to those lower ; 3d, that which is yet 
only potentially existent, like the human race in Adam, tire plant 
in the seed, etc. ; 4th, the material which comes and goes and 
therefore is not truly existent like the intelligible ; 5th, sin as 

i Ibid, Verses, col. 1221-1240. 

3 TLepi tyvoeog fiepia/iov. Id eat, de divisions natwroB. Ibid . col. 411-1022. 

3 Y. 40, xbide col. 1022,1. 13. 

4 “Eat igitur natura generate nomen , ut dixmus, omnium qua amt et qua non 
sunt” De Div . not. L Ibid. col. 441, 1. 10. 
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being the loss of the Divine image. 1 Nature is divided into 
four species: (1) that which creates and is not created, (2; that 
which is created and creates, (3) that which is created and does 
not create, (4) that which neither creates nor is created. The 
first three divisions are a Neo-Platonic and Christian modifica- 
tion of the three-fold ontological division of Aristotle: 2 the un- 
moved and the moving, the moved and moving, and the moved 
and not moving. The fourth form was suggested by the Pseudo- 
Dionysian doctrine of the return of all things to God. 

One of the fundamental ideas of his theology Is the identity 
of true philosophy and true religion. Both have the same 
divine source. 8 “ True religion ” and authority, i. e. the Church 
doctrine, are however not with him exactly identical, and in a . 
conflict between them he sides with the former. In his use of 
Scripture he follows the allegorical method. He puts the 
Fathers almost upon a level with the Sacred Writers and claims 
that their wisdom in interpreting Scripture must not be ques- 
tioned. At the same time ho holds that it is permissible, espe- 
cially when the Fathers differ among themselves, to select that 
interpretation of Scripture which most recommends itself to reason 
as accordant with Scripture. 4 It is, he says, the province of reason 
to bring out the hidden meaning of the text, which is manifold, 
inexhaustible, and striking like a peacock’s feathers. 5 It is in- 
teresting to note in this connection that John Scotus read the 
New Testament in the original Greek, and the Old Testament 
in Jerome’s version, not in the Septuagint.® And it is still 
more interesting to know that ho prayed most earnestly for 
daily guidance in the study of the Scriptures. 7 
» 1. 8-7. Cf. Uobemg, l. e. } p. 361. 

* Mtlaiph. XII. 7 ; cf. Augustin, who mentions the first three forms, De civ. 
Dei, V 9, and tJobrrweg, l c. I. 363. 

* “Ambo riquidm n unofrmte , divina videlicet sapient ia, mmare dubium non at.” 
De div. not. I. 66, Migne, ed. col. fill, L 28. 

* Ibid. ir. 16, col. 648. TV. 16. col. 816, cf. ool. 829. 

* Ibid. IV. 5, col. 749. * “Saptuagintaprce mamibut non habemm.” Migne, col. 243. 

* Neander, III. p. 462. 
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The doctrinal teaching of Scotus Erigena can be reduced, as 
he him self states, to three heads. (1) God, the simple and at 
the same time the multiform cause of all things; (2) Procession 
from God, the divine goodness showing itself in all that is, 
from general to particular; (3) Return to God, the manifold 
going back into the one. 

First Head. God, or Nature, which creates but is not created, 
a. The Being of God in itself considered. God is the essence 
of all things, alone truly is, 1 and is the beginning, middle and 
end of all things. 2 He is incomprehensible. 3 4 * While the pre- 
dicates of essence, truth, goodness, wisdom, <fec., can be, accord- 
ing to the "affirmative” theology, applied to God, it can only be 
done metaphorically, because each such predicate has an opposite, 
while in God there is no opposition. Hence the “negative” 
theology correctly maintains they can not be.* Neither can sclf- 
eonsciousness be predicated of God.® Although not even the 
angels can see the essence of God, yet his being (i e. the Father) 
can be seen in the being of things ; his vrisdom ( i . e. the Son) 
in their orderly arrangement!, and his life (i. e. the Holy Spirit) 
in their constant motion. 6 God is therefore an essence in three 
substances. Scotus Erigena takes up the doctrine of John of 
Damascus concerning the procession of the Holy Spirit and 
applies it to the relation of the Son to the Father : “ As the 
Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father through the Son, so is 
the Son born of the Father through the Holy Spirit.” 7 In 
the old patristic fashion he compares the Three Persons to light, 
heat and radiance united in the flame. But he understood under 

1 “Ipse namque (minium essentia est , qui solus vere est” Migne, Ibid. I. 3 (col. 

443). 2 44 Est igtiur prindpium, medium, et finis” I. 11 (col. 451). 

s “Deus per seipsum inccmprehmsibilis est” 1. 10 (col. 451). 

4 T. 14 (col. 459). 

4 II. 28 (col. 593). For a discussion of this point see Christlieb, X S 
pp. 168-176. 

e De div. Nat. T. 13 (col 455). Ueberweg, l. a, p. 361. 

1 De div . Nat . II. 33 (col. 612). 
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“ persons ” no real beings, only names of the aspects and rela- 
tions under which God’s being comes out. God realizes himself 
in creation, and in every part of it, yet ho does not thereby 
yield the simplicity of his essence. lie is still removed from 
all, subsists outside of and above the world, which has no inde- 
pendent existence apart from God, but is simply his manifes- 
tation. lie is both the substance and the accidents of all that 
exists. “ God therefore is all and all is God.” 1 But God reveals 
himself to the creature. He appeared first to the pious in visions, 
but this was only occasional. 2 He then appeared constantly in 
the form of the different virtues. 3 The intellect is itself a 
thcophany ; and so is the whole world, visible and invisible. 4 

2. The Procession from God or Nature, a. Nature which 
creates and is created, or the primordial ideas of the world and 
their unity in the Logos. God is the nature and essence of the 
world. Creation is the effect of the divine nature, which as 
cause eternally produces its effects, indeed is itself in the 
primordial ideas the first forms and grounds of things.® As the 
pure Being of God cannot immediately manifest itself in the 
finite, it Is necessary that God should create the prototypes in 
which ho can appear. In creation God passes through these 
prototypes or primordial causes into the world of visible crea- 
tures. So the Triune God enters the finite, not only in the 
Incarnation, but in all created existences. Our life is God’s life 
in us. As remarked above, we know God because in us he re- 
veals himself. These prototypes have only subjective existence, 
except as they find their unity in the Logos.® Under the 

1 III. 10 (col. 660). This is the remark of the “disciple,’’ but the “ master” 
does not contradict it. Cf. III. 17, Y. 80 ; 1. 13. 

* I. 7, 8 (cols. 446-448). 

* “Igitwr omnit theophartia, id at omm virtue, el in hae vita . . . etin futura 
vita,” I. 9 (col. 449). 

* 1. 7, 8, 13 (cols. 446-448, 464-459). 

•III. 28 (col. 689). 

* H. 15, 22 (cols. 646-648, 562-666, especially col. 666). 



768 


FOURTH PERIOD. A. D. 590-1049. 


influence of the Holy Spirit they produce the external world of 
time and space. 

b. Nature, which is created and does not create, or the phe- 
nomenal world and its union in man. In the Logos all tilings 
existed from eternity. Creation is their appearance in time. 
The principle of the development of the primordial ideas is the 
Holy Spirit . 1 The materiality of the world is only apparent, 
space and time only exist in the mind. The “nothing” from 
which God made the heavens and the earth was his own incom- 
prehensible essence . 2 The whole phenomenal world is but the 
shadow of the real existence . 3 Man is the centre of the 
phenomena] world, uniting in himself all the contradictions 
and differences of creation . 4 His intellect has the power to 
grasp the sensuous and intelligible, and is itself the substance 
of things.* So all nature is created in man, and subsists in him, 
because the idea of all its parts is implanted in him . 8 The 
divine thought is the primary, the human the secondary 
substance of things . 7 

Paradise is to be interpreted spiritually. Adam is not so 
much an historical personage as the human race in its preexistent 
condition. Man was never sinless, for sin, as a limitation and 
defect, is not accidental or temporal, but original in the creation 
and nature of man . 8 

c. The union of divinity and created existence, or the God- 
man. Scotus Erigena shows upon this point the duality of his 
system. On the one hand he presents Christ as an historical 
character, with body, mind, soul, spirit, in short the union of 

1 n. 22 (col. 566). 

1 irr. 19 (coi. 680). 

» I. 27, 56-58 (col. 474, 475; 498-501). 

* II 9 (col. 536). 

6 “ InteUeetm omnium est omnia,” III. 4 (col. 632, 1. 3 fr. bet.)- “ I nletlech u) 
rerum veradter ipso e ws sunt ” II. 8 (col. 535). 

6 IV. 7 (cols. 762-772), e. In homine omnis crealura mbxtantudiler creata &U” 

(col* 772). 

i TV. 7 (col. 762-772). » IV. 14 (col 807, 808). 
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the entire sensible and intellectual qualities of the creature. 1 
But on the other hand he maintains that the Incarnation was an 
eternal and mxiessary fact, 2 and that it came about through an 
ineffable and multiplex theopliany in the consciousness of men 
and angels. 3 

3. The return to God, or the completion of the world in 
Nature, which creates not and is not created, a. The return to 
God according to its pro- temporal idea, or the doctrine of pre- 
destination. There is only one true predestination, viz. to 
holiness. There is no foreknowledge of the bad God has 
completest unity and simplicity; hence his being is not different 
from lus knowledge and will ; and since he has full liberty, the 
organization of his nature is free. But this organization is at 
the same time to the world law and government, i. c. its predes- 
tination ; and because God is himself goodness, the predestination 
can only be to good. The very character of wickedness, — it is op- 
posed to God, not substantial in nature, a defect mixed up with 
the good, transitory, yet essential to the development of the world, 
-—renders it. unreal and therefore not an object of divine know- 
ledge. God does not know the bad as such, but only as the 
negation of the good. “ God’s knowledge is the revelation of 
his (‘SKonoe, one and the same thing with his willing and his 
ereating. As evil cannot be derived from the divine causality, 
neither can it be considered as an object of divine knowledge.” * 
Nor is there any divine predestination or foreknowledge 
respect-mg the punishment of the bad, for this ensues in con- 
sequence of their violation of law. They punish themselves.® 

» ‘ Otrpu* quippe’ inqult, ‘ef wmm H animam ccnmdnm nm bahens' CAristux 
videlicet, ‘ct intdketum:’ Hi* mm vcluti quataor partibua Itumma natma am- 
itituitur," It 13 (ml 541). 

* V. ST* (eel. 91*4. 

* V. J!ft (eel. 912). 

* Nemuier, l. e. III. p. 465. 

* e M ilium p/rrutum nt quod non w ipmtm puni/tt, ocaifte tm*n vn hoc. vita, apart* 
v,to in altmt, qutr tttfuiim}' Dt Divcna Frxdntmatime, XVI. vi. (col. 4236) 
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Hell is in the rebellions will. Predestination is, in brief, the 
eternal law and the immutable order of nature, whereby the 
elect are restored from their ruin and the rejected are shut up in 
their ruin. 1 

b. The return of all things to God considered according to 
their temporal principles, or the doctrine of salvation. There 
are only a few scattered remarks upon this subject in Scotus 
Erigena. Christ is the Saviour by what he is in himself, not by 
what he does. His death is only important as the means of 
resurrection; which began with the resurrection and exaltation 
of Christ, because then all things began to return to their union 
in their primordial causes, and this return constitutes salvation. 
The consequences of salvation are therefore felt by angels as well 
as men, and even by inanimate things. 2 Salvation, as far as we 
are concerned, consists in speculative knowledge. We unite 
ourselves with God by virtue of contemplation. 3 

c. The return of all things to God considered according to 
their future completion. All things came out from God, all 
things go back to God. This is the law of creation. The 
foundation of this return is the return of man to the Logos. 
The steps are, 1st, deliverance from the bodily forms; 2d, 
resurrection and the abrogation of sex ; 3d, the transformation 
of body into spirit; 4th, the return to the primordial causes; 
5th, the recession of nature, along with these causes, into God. 
But this, of course, implies that God alone will exist forever, 

1 “Sicut enim Deus electorum, quos prsedestinavit ad gratiam, Uberavit volmtatm, 
eamqve caritatis sum affectibus imptnrit, ut non solum intra fines mtemm legis gaudeant 
contifieri, sed etiam ipsos transire nec veils . nec posts maximum sum glorim munus esse 
non dvbitent: ita reproborum , quos prmdestinavit ad pcenam turpissinum , coercet 
voluntatem , ut e contrario, quicquid tilts periinet ad gmdiurn beatrn vim, istis verta* 
tur in snpphcium miserix” De dtv Fried. XVIII. vii. (col. 484), cf. XVIL i. V. 

J 41 Nonne Verbum ommene horninm, mum crealuram mibUrn et invmbilm 
accepit, et totvm, quod in homine accepit salmm fecit, iy De div. not . F. 26 (col. 918). 

* u Commune ommium , quos facta emi guodam vduti interUu redire in eausae, qua i 
m Deo aubmiunt ; proprium vero intdledmlis et raiUmUs srubstemtim, mum cm 
Deo virtute contemplationis, et JDeue per groliam fieri” F. 21 (col. 898)* 
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and that there can be no eternal punishment. Scotue Erigcna 
tries in vain to escape both these logical conclusions . 1 

HIS PHILOSOPHY. 

Ueberwcg thus states Scotus Erigena’s philosophical position 
and teachings : 2 “The fundamental idea, and at the same time 
the fundamental error, in Erigena’s doctrine is the idea that the 
degrees of abstraction correspond with the degrees in the scale 
of real existence. He hypostasizes the Tabula Loyica. The 
universals are before and also m the individual objects which 
exist, or rather the latter are in the former : the distinction be- 
tween these (Realistic) formulae appears not yet developed in 
his writings. ... He is throughout a Realist. He teaches, it is 
true, that grammar and rhetoric, as branches of dialectic or 
aids to it, relate only to words, not to things, and that they arc 
therefore not properly sciences; but he co-ordinates dialectic 
itself with ethics, physics and theology, defining it as the doc- 
trine of the methodical form of knowledge, and assigning to it 
in particular, as its work, the discussion of the mast general 
conceptions or logical categories (predicaments); which cate- 
gories he by no means regards as merely subjective forms or 
images, but as the names of the highest genera of all created 
things 

“ The most noteworthy features in his theory of the categories 
are his doctrine of the combination of the categories with each 
other, and his attempt to subsume them under the conceptions 
of motion and rest; as also his identification of the categories of 
place with definition in logic, which, he says, is the work of the 
understanding. The dialectical precepts which relate to the 
form or method of philosophising are not discussed by him in 
detail; the most essential thing in his regard is the use of the 
four forms, called by the Greeks division, definition, demonstra- 

* II. 6, 8, V. 7, 8, 8-6. a Chmtlieb, l, c. p. 802. 

* I. pp. 860, 363, 364. 
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tion and analysis. Under the latter he understands the re- 
duction of the derivative and composite to the simple, universal 
and fundamental; but uses the term also in the opposite sense, 
to denote the unfolding of God in creation.” 

HIS INFLUENCE AND IMPORTANCE. 

Scotus Erigena was considered a heretic or a madman while 
he lived, and this fact joined to the other that his views were 
tar in advance of his age, caused his influence to be at first much 
less than might have been expected. He passed into almost com- 
plete obscurity before he died, as the conflicting reports of bis 
later years show. Yet he did wield a posthumous influence. 
His idea of the unity of philosophy and theology comes up in 
Anselm and Thomas Aquinas; his speculation concerning 
primordial causes in Alexander of Hales and Albertus Magnus, 
From him Amalrich of Bena, and David of Dinauto drew 
their pautheism; and various mystical sects of the Middle Ages 
were inspired by him. The Church, ever watchful for ortho- 
doxy, perceived that his book, De Divisione Naturae, was doing 
mischief. Young persons, even in convents, read it eagerly. 
Everywhere it attracted notice. Accordingly a council, at Sens, 
formally condemned it, and then the Pope (Honorius III.) or- 
dered, by a bull of Jan. 23, 1225, the destruction of all copies 
that could be found, styling it “a book teeming with the worms 
of heretical depravity.” 1 This order probably had the desired 
effect. The book passed out of notice. But in 1681 Thomas 
Gale issued it in Oxford. Again the Roman Church was 
alarmed, and Gregory XIH., by bull of April 3, 1685, put it 
on the Index. 

Scotus Erigena was a man of rare originality and mental 
vigor. His writings are full of ideas and bold arguments. 
His strongly syllogistic mode of developing his theme was all 
his own, and the emphasis he put upon logic proves his 

1 The full text of the bull is given by Floss, Migne, CXXII. col. 439. 
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superiority to his age. Unlike the scholastics, who meekly 
bowed to tradition, he treated it with manly independence. 
To his “disciple” he said: "Let no authority terrify thee .” 1 
Hence it is erroneous to call him “the Father of Scholasti- 
cism;” rather is he the founder of Speculative Philosophy . 2 The 
scholastics drew from him, but he was not a scholastic. The 
mystics drew from him, but he was not a mystic. As a path- 
finder it was not given to him to thoroughly explore the rich 
country he traversed. But others eagerly pressed in along the 
way he opened. He is one of the most interesting figures 
among the mediaeval writers. He demands study and he 
rewards it. De Division# Naturae is a master-piece, and, as 
Baur well says, “ an organized system which comprehends the 
highest speculative ideas .” 3 

NOTE ON THE COUNTRY OP BIRTH AND DEATH OP SCOTUS 

ERIGENA. 

The statement that John was born in Ireland rests upon the interpreta- 
tion of his name. Scotus is indefinite, since it was used of both Ireland 
and Scotland, the former country being called Scotia Major. But Erigcm 
is most probably a corruption of 'lepov [*c. vfaow] ye»a, Hierugena, which 
John, with his fondness for using Greek words on all occasions, added to 
his original name to indicate his birth in the “holy isle,” or “isle of 
saints,” a common designation of Ireland. The derivation is the more 
probable since he himself calls Maximus Confessor Graiga-gena, to indi- 
cate the latter's birth in Greece. By his contemporaries and in the 
oldest codices he is called Joannes Scotus or Scottus * but in the oldest 
MSS. of his translation of Dionysius Joannes Ierugena . # In course of 
time, owing to his scribes’ ignorance of Greek, the epithet was written 
Eriugena, Erygcna, and finally Erigem. Another derivation of the 

« De div. Nat. I. 66 (col. 511). 

* In the line of Spinoza, Schclling, and especially Hegel. On the other 
hand he sums up the ancient philosophy in its Christianized shape. 

9 “Ein organisch gegliedertes, die hochsten speetulativen Idem, uinfassendes Sys- 
tem:’ L. e. 11.274. 

4 So Pope Nicolas I. (Epist. cxv. in Migne, Putrol. Bat. CXIX. col. 1119); 
Prudentius (De Prcedestinntione contra J. Seolvm, in Migne, CXV. coL 1011), 
and the oounoil of Langres (859). 

4 Christlieb in Herzog 9 vol. xiii. p. 789. 
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epithet, which has less to commend it, in from ‘Upvg )/ *<», ‘Kim/ being 
the Greek name for Ireland. Hut this leaven the <liHappearanre of Ihe 
first v to be accounted for. The far-fetched explanations of Krigena 
either from Ayr, a city on the west coast of Heotland, or Krgrne in Here- 
ford, a shire in England on the south Welsh border, and gnut, may be 
dismissed without discussion. 

The absonce of authentic information to the contrary makes it probable 
that Scotus Erigona died in Franco. But there is a tradit ion that he was 
called by Alfred the Great into England and made abbot of Malmes- 
bury, and there died a violent death ah the hands 0 f )>;« scholars. It is 
inherently improbable that a conservative and loyal son of the church 
like Alfred, would invito to any position so eccentric, if not heretical, a 
man as Scotus Erigona. Charles the Bald died in 877 . It is not likely 
that Erigena would leave Franco boforo that date, but then lie was at 
least sixty-two, and hence rathor old to change his residence. A refer- 
ence to A user's biography of King Alfred affords a rational explanation 
of the tradition. Asser Bays that Alfred invited from Gaul a priest and 
monk named John, who was remarkable for energy, talent and learn- 
ing, in order that the king might profit by his conversation. A few 
pages further on, Asser calls this John an old Haxon, and says that Alfred 
appointed him the first abbot of Athclncy, and that he was almost mur- 
dered by hired ruffians. Mon. hist Brit. vol. f. (1848), pp. 481), 493, 4 
Eng.trans. Six Old English Chronialrs in Bohn’s "Antiquarian Library,” 
pp. 70, 80, 81. It needed only that the fame of John Honttw should 
reach England for the John of Asser’s biography to he confounded with 
him, and thus the story arose as it is found in Iuguiph, William of 
Malmesbury, and Matthew Paris. 

§ 177. Anadatiu*. 

I. AwASTAflnre Bibliothecarius : Optra omnia in Migne, Tom. OXXVIL- 

CXXIX. col. 744. 

II. The Prolegomena in Migne, 0XXV1I. Oan.UKH, XII. 712-718. 

Bin* 201-271. 

ANASTAanra, librarian of the Roman Church, hence surnamed 
“ the Librarian/' to distinguish him from othem of Um same 
name, was abbot of the monastery of Banda Maria trans 
Tiborim under Nicolas I. (858-867). Ho wuh wait in 869 to 
Constantinople as ambassador to arrange a marriage Imtwoen 
the daughter of Iiouis'IL and a son of Basil the Macedonian. 
While there the eighth asoumenioal oounoil was in session, and 
by his knowledge of Greek he was very useful to the Papal 
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ambassador in attendance. He brought back with him the 
canons of the council and at the request of Hadrian II. trans- 
lated them into Latin. He died, according to Baronius, in 886. 

He has been identified by some (e. g. Fabricius 1 and Her- 
genrother 2 ) with the Cardinal presbyter Anastasius who was 
deposed and excommunicated in 850, anathematized in 853, 
but elected pope in 855 in opposition to Benedict III. whom he 
imprisoned. He was deposed in 856 and died in 879. Those 
who accept the statement are obliged to suppose that for some 
reason Nicolas and Louis II. condoned his fault and Hadrian II. 
continued him in favor. The name Anastasius is too common 
in Church history to render it necessary or safe to resort to 
such an improbable identification. 

The fame of Anastasius rests upon his numerous translations 
from the Greek and his supposed connection with the Liber 
Pontificalia. 3 His style is rude and semi-barbarous, but he 
brought to the knowledge of the Latins much information about 
the Greeks. He translated the canons of the sixth, seventh 
and eighth oecumenical councils; 4 the Chronology of Niceph- 
orus ; ® the collection of documents in Greek for the history of 
Monothcletism which John the Deacon had made;® and the 
lives of several saints. 7 He also compiled and translated from 
Nicephorus, George Syncellus, and Thcophanus Confessor a 
church history, which has been incorporated with the so-called 
Bhtoria Miscdla of Paulus Diaconus. 

His original writings now extant consist of a valuable histori- 
cal introduction to the translation of the canons of the Eighth 
(Ecumenical Council, a preface to that of the Collectanea, three 

1 B3>. Lot, mod., Hamburg, 1734, 1. 230. 

* Photiiu, II. 230-240. Wetaer u. Welte, 2d ed. I. col. 788-792. 

* Migne, CXXVH. col. 103-CXXVIII. 

* Migne, CXXIX. col. 27-512. Those of the sixth oouucil are unprated, 

4 Idem. col. 511-654. 

« GoU'Meom. Idem. col. 557-714. 

* Idem. col. 718-738. 
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letters (two to Charles the Bald and one to archbishop Ado), 1 
and probably the life of Pope Nicolas I.® in the Liber Pontiji- 
calis. 

§ 178. Batherius of Verona. 

I. Ratherius, Veronensis episcopus : Opera omnia, in Migne, Tom. 

CXXXVI. col. 9-768 (reprint of ed. by Peter and Jerome BaUerini, 
Verona, 1765). 

II. See Vita by Ballerini in Migne, l. c. col. 27-142. Albrecht 
Vogel : Batherius von Verona und das 10. Jahrhundert. Jena, 1854, 
2 vols. Cf. his art. in Herzog *, XIL 508-506. Du Pin, VIII. 20-26. 
Ceillier, XII. 846-860. Hist, de la France, VI. 339-383. Baiir, 
546-553. 

Ratherius (Bathier) was born of noble ancestry at or near 
Lifcge in 890 (or 891) and educated at the convent of Lobbcs. 
He became a monk, acquired much learning and in 931 was 
consecrated bishop of Verona. By his vigorous denunciation 
of the faults and failings of his clergy, particularly of their 
marriages or, as he called them, adulteries, he raised a storm of 
opposition. When Arnold of Bavaria took Verona (934), king 
Hugo of Italy deposed him for alleged connivance with Arnold 
and held him a close prisoner at Pavia from February, 935, 
until August, 937, when he was transferred to the oversight of 
the bishop of Como. 

In the early part of 941 Ratherius escaped to Southern 
France, was tutor in a rich family of Provence, and in 944 
re-entered the monastery of Lobbes. Two years later he was 
restored to his see of Verona; whence he was driven again in 
948. From 953 to 955 he was bishop of Liege. On his de- 
position he became abbot of Aina, a dependency of the monas- 
tery of Lobbes, where he stirred up a controversy upon the 
eucharist by his revival of Pasehasian views. In 961 he was 
for the third time bishop of Verona, but having learned no 
moderation from his misfortunes he was forced by his indignant 

1 Idem. col. 737-742. 

* CXXVIH. col. 1357-1378. 
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dergy to leave in 968. He returned to Ltege and the abbot- 
ship of Aina. By money he secured other charges, and even 
for a year (971) forcibly held the abbotship of Lobbes. On 
April 25, 974, he died at the court of the count of Namur. 

Bathcrius “ deserves in many respects to be styled the Tertul- 
lian of his time/’ 1 Some see in his castigation of vice the 
zeal of a Protestant reformer, but his standpoint was different. 
He was learned and ambitious, but also headstrong and envious. 
His works are obscure in style, but full of information. The 
chief are 

1. The Combat, also called Preliminary discourses, in six books. 2 
It treats in prolix style of the different occupations and relations 
in life, and dwells particularly upon the duties of bishops. It 
was the fruit of his prison-leisure (935-937), when he was 
without books and friends. 

2. On contempt for canonical lau j*. It dates from 961, and is 
upon the disorders in his diocese, particularly his clergy’s op- 
position to his dispensation of its revenues. In all this Rathe- 
rius sees contempt of the canons which ho cites. 

3. A conjecture of a certain quality} This is a vigorous de- 
fense of his conduct, written in 966. Fourteen of his Letters 
and eleven of his Sermons have been printed. 5 In the first letter 
lie avows his belief in transubstantiation. 

§ 179. Gerbert (Sylvester II). 

L Silvester II. papa (Gerberttjb) : Opera, in Migne, Tom. CXXXIX. 
col. 57-350. Contains also the biographical and literary notices of 
Natalis Alexander, Fabricius, and the Boned. Hist. lit. de la France. 
CEuvres de Gerbert .par A. Olleris. Clermont, 1807. Pertz: Monum. 
Gem. Tom. Y. Script. III. contains Gerberti archiep. Jtemensis Acta 
Concilii Bemensie, and the lAbri IV. Historiarm of Bicherus mow 

* Neander, Hist. Or. Oh. III. 469. 

* Agnosticon or Uhri Prodoquiorum. Migne, CXXXVI. col. 145-344. 

* De contempta canonvm. Ibid. col. 485-522. 

* Quditatif conjtciura cujuadam. Ibid. col. 521-550. 

* EpistoUs. Ibid. ool. 648-688. Semonee. Ibid. col. 689-768. 
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chits S. Remigii. Richer was a pupil of Gerbert, and his history of 
France was first edited by Pertz. 

IL Abb. Bzovius : Sylvester vindicatus. Rom., 1629. Hist. lit. de la 
France, VI., 559-614 C. F. Hock : Gerbert oder Papst Sylvester und 
sein Jahrh. Wien, 1837. Max Budistgeb : Ueber Qerberts voissen- 
sckaftt. und polit. Stellmg. Marburg, 1851. GfbBbeb : Altgem. 
Kirchengeschichte, Bd. III. Abth. 3. WiLMANNS: Jahrbucher des 
deutschen Reichs unter Otto III. Berlin, 1840. Giesebbecht: 
Geschichte der deutschen Kaiserzeit, Bd. I. 613-616; 712-715: 842 
(3d ed. 1865). Hefele : Conciliengesch. Bd. IV. 637 and passim. 
(2d ed. 1879). A. Ollebis: Vie de Gerbert. Clermont-Ferrand, 
1867. Eduard Babthelemy : Gerbert, etude mrsavieet ses outr- 
ages, suivie de la traduction de ses lettres. Paris, 1868. Loupot : 
Gerbert, sa vie et ses ecrits. Lille, 1869. Karl Werner: Gerbert 
von AuriUae. Wien, 1878. Hauck : Silvester II., in Herzog, XIV. 
233-240. Comp, also Ceillieb, XII. 901-911. Neastdeb : III. 
371-374, and Reuter : AufJclarung im Mittelalter, 1. 78-84 

Gerbert, the scholar and philosopher in the Fisherman’s 
chair, and the brightest light in the darkness of the tenth 
century, was bom before 950, of low parentage, in or near 
Aurilac in Auvergne, and educated as a monk in the Benedic- 
tine convent of that place. He accompanied Count Borel of 
Barcelona to Spain and acquired there some knowledge of 
Arabic learning, but probably only through Latin translations. 
He also visited Rome (968) in company of his patron Borel, 
and attracted the attention of Pope John XIII., who recom- 
mended him to Emperor Otho the Great. He afterwards be- 
came the tutor and friend of the youthful Otho III., and in- 
spired him with the romantic and abortive scheme of re-estab- 
lishing the Graco-Roman empire of Constantine the Great in 
the city of Rome. He was ambitious and fond of basking in 
the sunshine of imperial and royal favor. 

Gerbert became master of the cathedral school of Rheims 
and acquired great fame as a scholar and teacher. He collected 
rare and valuable books on every subject. He was intensely 
interested in every branch of knowledge, divine and human, 
especially in mathematics, astronomy, physios, and music ; he fimfc 
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introduced the Arabic numerals and the decimal notation into 
France, and showed his scientific and mechanical genius by the 
construction of astronomical instruments and an organ blown 
by steam. At the same time he was a man of affairs, a states- 
man and politician. 1 

In 972 he obtained through imperial favor the abbey of 
Bobbio, but was involved in contentions with the neighboring 
nobles and left in disgust, though retaining his dignity. “All 
Italy,” he wrote to a friend, “ appears to me a Borne, and the 
morals of the Romans are the horror of the world.” He re- 
turned to his position at Rheims, attracted pupils from near and 
far and raised the cathedral school to the height of prosperity. 
He was the secretary of the council held in the basilica of St. 
Basolus near Rheims in 991, and gave shape to the fiaming 
speech of the learned bishop Arnulf of Orleans against the 
assumptions and corruptions of the papacy. 2 No Gallican 
could have spoken more boldly. By the same synod Arnulf, 
archbishop of Rheims, an illegitimate son of one of the last 
Carolingian kings, was deposed on the charge of treason against 
Hugh Capet, and Gerbert was chosen in his place, at the desire 
of the king. But his election was disputed, and he assumed an 
almost schismatics! attitude towards Rome. He was deposed, 
and his rival Arnulf, with the aid of the pope, reinstated by a 
Council of Senlis or Rheims (996). 3 He now left France and 

* Giesebrecht (I. 616) says of Gerbert: “J&r geh&rte tu dm aritmm Gchhrten, 
He in den wdtUchm Dingen gleich hrimiech rind, wit in dm Reich der Idem, die von 
unbegrenxter JEmpfdngUehkeit rich jtden Stoff anrignen, Iricht edit VerhSMnme durchr 
tchaum und bemittem, denm die Biitfmittel dee Geietee nie verriegm, wnd derm 
Krafte etuch die eeretreuleete Thdrighrit kaum erschopft.” 

* See above, p. 290 sqq. Baronins declares this synod a fiction of Gerbert, 
and makes him responsible for the sentiments, the Benedictine editors of the 
Hist. Kt. only for the style, of the acts, “qui eat beaucoup au-deeeus de crime de 
quorum <T autrei tents du mrine tempt.” The ants were first published in the 
Magdeburg Centuries, and then by Mansi and Pertz. See Hefele, IV. 647 eq. 

* Richer says Senlis (in the provinoe of Rheims) ; Airaons, his cootinuaton 
says Rheims. The acts of that synod are lost See Hefele, IV. 646. 
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accepted an invitation of his pupjil Otho III. to Magdeburg, 
followed him to Italy (996), was by imperial favor made arch- 
bishop of Ravenna (998), and a year afterwards raised to the 
papal throne as Sylvester II. He was the first French pope. 
The three R’s (Rheims, Ravenna, Rome) mark his highest dig- 
nities, as expressed in the line ascribed to him : 

“Scandit ab B, Oerbertus in B., fit postea papa vigens B” 

As Gerbert of Rheims he had advocated liberal views and 
boldly attacked the Roman Antichrists who at that time were 
seated in the temple of God ; but as Sylvester II. he disowned 
his Gallican antecedents and supported the claims of the papacy. 1 
He did, however, nothing remarkable during his short and 
troublesome pontificate (between 999-1003), except crown King 
Stephen of Hungary and give the first impulse, though prema- 
turely, to the crusades at a time when hundreds of pilgrims 
flocked to the Holy Land in expectation of the end of the world 
after the lapse of the first Christian millennium. 2 

His character has been very differently judged. The papal 
biographers of the later middle ages malignantly represent him 
as a magician in league with the devil, and his life and pontifi- 
«cate as a series of monstrous crimes. 3 This story arose partly 

1 Hefele (IV. 654} assumes a gradual change in his views on the papal 
power in consequence of deeper reflection and bitter experience, and applies 
to him the words of Pius II.: (i JEneam rejicile, Plum recipite” Eeuter says 
(I. 84) : “ Per Heros dear Aufkldrung wurde der Beprtisentant dear auf vhernatur~ 
lichem Fundament basirten Autoritdt ” But Gerber t' was a strong supernatural! st 
before that time, as his book on the Lord’s Supper proves. His controversy 
with the papacy had nothing to do with doctrine any more than the contro- 
versy between Gallicanism and Ultramontanism. It was simply a question 
as to the extent of papal jurisdiction. 

2 See above, p. 295 sq.. 

A Dollinger, in his Papstfabdn dee Mittelalters (English transL cd. by Henry 
B. Smith, pp. 267-272), devotes several pages to this fable, and traces it to 
Borne and to Cardinal Benno, the calumnious enemy of Gregory VII., who 
was likewise accused of black arts. According to Benno, Satan promised his 
pupil Gerbert that he should not die till he had said mass in Jerusalem. 
Gerbert thought himself safe till he should get to Palestine; but when he read 
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from his uncommon learning and supposed contact with Mo- 
hammedanism, partly from his former antagonistic position to 
Rome. Some modern historians make him an ambitious in- 
triguer . 1 

llis literary labors are chiefly mathematical . 2 His theologi- 
cal works are few and unimportant, and do not rise above the 
superstition of his age. His short treatise, u De Corpore at San- 
guine Domini ” is a defense of the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion as taught by Paschasius Radbertus, with the additional 
notion that the consecrated elements are not digested like other 
food (as the Stercorianists held), but are imperishable spiritual 
nourishment for the inner man, and constitute the germ of the 
future resurrection body . 3 Where words give out there is the 
more room for faith . 4 

In his sermon I)e informatione episcoporum , if genuine , 6 he 
presents the high theocratic view of the middle ages, raises the 
episcopate far above royalty , 0 and attacks the common traffic in 
ecclesiastical dignities (simony), but maintains also that all 

him in the Jerusalem church (Santa Croce in Jerusalmme) at Rome, he was 
summoned to die, and caused his longue and hand to be cut off by way of ex- 
piation. The Dominicans adopted the myth, and believed that Gerbert early 
sold himself to Satan, was raised by him to the papal throne, and had daily 
intercourse with him, but confessed at last his enormous crimes, and showed his 
repentance by hacking of F one limb after another. Since that time the rattling 
of his bones in the tomb gives notice of the approaching death of the pope. 

1 So especially Gfrdrer, partly also Ilauck. But Hock, Biidinger and Dam- 
berger defend his character and orthodoxy. Neandor, Ilefde, Giesebrecht 
deal justly with him. 

3 u Lc smmr dominant do Gerbert Stait la science des mathmatiques” (Hist, lit 
de. la Frame,) He wrote Da numerorum divisione; l)e geometria; J)e spheres 
constructions ; De Rationali et Ralione uti, etc. Soo Migne, l. c. 126 sqq. 

8 In Migne, col. 179-188. Comp, above, p. 662. 

* Dt Oorp . et Sang . T), c. 7 (col. 1 85) : “ Ecce quantum fidesprofidt, ubisermo deficit?' 

* Ollerifl and Giesebrecht doubt the genuineness. 

« L, c. col. 170: **• Suhlmitas episcopal is mllis potent comparationibus mqwtri. 
Si regum compares infulas et principum diademata, longs erit inferius $ quasi pktmH 
metaUum ad auri fulgorm compares^ 
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bishops share with Peter the care of Christ’s flock. 1 This indi- 
cates that the tract was written before his elevation to the 
papacy, and that he did not hold the ultramontane or Vatican 
doctrine of papal absolutism. 

His Epistles to popes, emperors, kings, queens, archbishops 
and other dignitaries, shed light on the history of the times, 
and show his high connections, and his genius for politics and 
intrigue. 2 They are mostly short, and include also some letters 
of Otho III. The longest and most interesting is addressed to 
Queen Adelaide, wife of Hugo Capet, and the suffragans of 
the diocese of Rheims, 3 in defense of his ordination as arch- 
bishop of Rheims in opposition to his rival Arnulf, whom he 
afterwards reinstated in his see as soon as he became pope. 4 

§ 180. JMbert of Chartres. 

L Sandies Fulbektus, Oamotensis episcopns: Opera, in Migne, Tom. 

CXLLcol. 163-374. They were first printed by Masson at Paris, 1585. 
II. Du Prtr, IX. 1-6. Chillier, XHL 78-89. Hist. lit. de la France, 
VII. 261-279 (reprinted in Migne, l. c. col. 167-184). Neander, III. 
passim. Reuter : Gesch. der rel. Aufklarung im Mittelalter (1875), 
I. 89-91. J. B. Souchet : Hist, du diocise et de la ville de Chartres. 
Chartres, 1867-1876. 4 vols. C£ Earl Werner : Oerbert von Au- 
rillac. Wien, 1878. A. Vooel in Herzog 4 IV. 707 sq. 

The most distinguished pupils of Gerbert were the Emperor 
Otho III., King Robert of France, Richer, the historian of 
France, and Fulbcrt of Chartres,' the most renowned teacher of 
his age. They represent the rise of a new zeal for learning 
which began to dispel the darkness of the tenth century. 
France took the lead, Italy folloVed. 

1 L. c. col. 171, in explaining “Pasce oves meat” (John 21 : 15 sqq.), he says : 
“ Quas oves non solum tunc beatus suscepit apostolus , sed et nobiscum eas accepit , et 
cum illo eas suscipimus omnes." 

* Migne, col 201-286. 

* “Domnas et gloriosse Adelaidi reginas temper Augustas Gerbertus, gratia Domini 
Bmorum episeppus , et omnibus suis confratribua et coepiacopis 1 lemorum aioeceseoa, 
bene vdlere in Christo.' 9 Migne, 242-244. 

4 Mansi, XIX. 242; fiefele, IV. 654. 
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Fulbert, called by his admiring disciples “the Socrates of 
the Franks,” was born of poor and obscure parents, probably at 
Chartres, about 950, and educated in the cathedral school of 
Rheims by Gerbort. He founded a similar school at Chartres, 
which soon acquired a brilliant reputation and rivalled that of 
Rheims. About 1003 ho was elected chancellor of the church 
of Chartres, and in 1007 its bishop. When the cathedral burned 
down (1020), he received contributions from all parts of France 
and other countries for its reconstruction, but did not live to 
finish it. He was involved in the political and ecclesiastical 
disturbances of his country, opposed the use of the sword by the 
bishops, and the appropriation of church property and sale of 
offices by the avaricious laity. He lost the favor of the court 
by his opposition to the intrigues of Queen Constantia. He 
died April 10, 1029. 1 

Fulbcrt’s fame rests chiefly on his success as a living teacher. 
This is indicated by his surname. 2 He was not an original 
thinker, but knew how to inspire his pupils with enthusiasm. 3 
His personality was greater than his learning. He wisely com- 
bined spiritual edification with intellectual instruction, and 
aimed at the eternal welfare of his students. He used to walk 
with them at eventide in the garden and to engage in familiar 
conversations on the celestial country; sometimes he was over- 

1 An epitaph (in Migne, l. e. 16$) describes Fulbert as “mue tempestatis [su» 
temporis] pontificim dee us, fox prceelara mrndo a Deo data, paupenm snstentalor, 
deeolatorum coneolator, preedonvm et latronum nfrmdor, vir domentmmus, et 
sapimtisgimux tarn in divinis quam in liberalimn artiun libris.” There is also an 
epitaph in poetry, l. e. col. 171. 

* “ Venerabilix Ule Socrates” he is called by Adelmann. 

* Reuter (1. 89) characterizes him very well: “Din ungewbknUches padago- 
gisches Talent xst sieher'dengemgen eigen geweten, welehtn die bewundemden Sehiiler 
den Socrates der Frahken nannten. Die Fereonliehkeit war imgleieh grosser ale die 
wssenschafdiche Leistmg, doe individueU Anfassende bedeateamer ale die materielle 
Unterweieung. Nicht fUhig origmelle Qedanken w entwickeln und mitmtheilen, hat 
Fulbert ale BUdner der Mgenthumlichkeit begabier Sehiiler seine Virtuoeitat in der 
emrtgmdm Kraft seines Umgangt geteigt. Dieter Merer wards der Voter gar ter 
tUttden geetwmter wiueruehqftlicher Sohne.” 
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come by his feelings, and adjured them with tears, never to 
depart from the path of truth and to strive with all might after 
that heavenly home. 1 

His ablest pupil was Berengar of Tours, the vigorous oppo- 
nent of transubstantiation, and it has sometimes been conjectured 
that he derived his views from him. 2 But Fulbert adhered to 
the traditional orthodoxy, and expressed himself against innova- 
tions, in letters to his metropolitan, Leutherich, archbishop of 
Sens. He regarded the real presence as an object of faith and 
adoration rather than of curious speculation, but thought that it 
is not more difficult to believe in a transformation of substance 
by Divine power than in the creation of substance. 3 4 5 He was a 
zealous worshipper of the saints, especially of the Virgin Mary, 
and one of the first who celebrated the festival of her Nativity. 

The works of Fulbert consist of one hundred and thirty-nino 
(or 138) Letters, including some letters of his correspondents; 1 
nine Sermons; 6 twenty-seven Hymns and Poems , 6 and a for 


1 Adelmann, one of his pupils, in a letter to Berengar, his fellow-student, 
reminded him of these memorable conversations, and warned him against 
error. See p. 554, and Neander, III. 502. 

2 By Bishop Cosin (m his Hist. Transmbstantiaiionis), as quoted by Rol>ert- 
son, II. 607. 

a Ep. Y. (Migne, col. 201) : “Jam nunc ad illud Dominici corporis et sanguinis 
transeamus verier abile sacr amentum , quod quidm tantum formidabile est ad loquen- 
dum: quantum non terrenum, sed cceleste est mysterium; non humanm mtirrmtioni 
comparable, sed admirdbile; non disputandum , sed metuendum. De quo silcre potius 
sestimaveram quam temeraria disputatione mdigne aliquid definire; quia codestis alii - 
tudo mysterii plane non valet officio linguse corruptihlis exponi. Est enim mysterium 
fide non specie sestimandum , non visu corporeo , sed spintu intuendum Then 
towards the close of the same letter (col. 204) he says: u Si Deum omnia posse 
credit, et hoc eonsequitur ut credos ; nec humanis disputationibus discemere curiosus 
insistes , si creaturas quas de nihilo potuit creare , has ipsas multo magis valeat in 
ex eellentioris naturse dignitatem converters , et in sui corporis substantiam transfun - 
dere.” The last phrase is nearly equivalent to transubstantiation. 

4 Epistoloe, Migne, l. c. col. 189-278. Giesebrecht, Bamberger, and Werner 
have analyzed and made much use of them. 

5 JSermones ad populum. Ibid . col. 317-340. 

6 Hymni et carmina eccleeiastica. Ibid . col. 339-352. See above, 2 96, p. 483. 
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minor compositions, including probably a life of St. Autbert. 1 
His letters have considerable interest and importance for the 
history ol his age. The longest and most important letter treats 
of tin-tie doctrines which ho regarded as essential and fundamen- 
tal, namely, the trinity, baptism, and the eucharist. 2 

From the school of Gcrbert at Rheims proceeded the school 
of Fulbcrt at Chartres, and from this again the school of Be- 
rengar at Tours — all equally distinguished for popularity and 
efficiency. They in turn were succeeded by the monastic school 
of Lanfranc at Bee, who came from Italy, labored in France, 
opposed Berongar, his rival, and completed his career in Eng- 
land as archbishop of Canterbury. He was excelled by his 
pupil and successor, Anselm, the second Augustin, the father 
of Catholic scholasticism. With him began a new and impor- 
tant chapter in the development of theology. 

§ 181. Rodulfus Glaba>\ Adam of Bremen. 

I. RonutPtrs OhKRm (Cluniacmsis monachus) : Opera, in Migne, Tom. 
CXLII. col. 611-720. The Hist or ia mi temporis or Uistoria Franco- 
rum, is also printed in part, with textual emendations by G. Waltz, 
in the Monum. Germ. Script., ed. by Pertz, Tom. VII. 48-72, and 
the Vita Willdmi abbatis in Tom. IV. 655-658. Comp. Ceijllieb: 
XIII. 148-147. WATTENBAOH : Jleutschlands Gesckichtsquellen. Porr- 
II AST: Bibfiolh. hist, medti avi, p. 521. 

U. A 1)A MBS BliKMENSIS: OrMa Hammaburgensis ecdesice Pontificum, ecu 
Uistoria ecdesiastica. JAbri IV. Best. ed. by Lappenberg in Pertz, 
Mon. Germ. Smptoret, Tom. VII. 267-389. German translation by 
Laurent, with introduction by Lappcnberg, Berlin, 1850 (in “Go- 
HclrichtRchreibcr dcr deutschen Vorzcit;” XI. Jahrh. B. VII.). In 
Migne, Tom. CXLVI. col. 433-566 (reprinted from Pertz).—Comp. 
Gikskbreciit: Wcndische Oeschichte, III. 816 sqq.; WattenbacH: 
Deutschlands Gesckichtsquellen (first ed. p. 252 sqq.); Koppmann: 
Diemittelalterlichen GeschichtsqwUa n in Bemg a/uf Barnbura (1868); 

* Vita S. Autberti, Qmerucmis epitwpi. Ibid, col. 855-368. 

* J Up. V. (formerly Ep. 1, in Migne, col. 196 sqq.), De tribus qua sunt wees- 
tana ad profectm Christiana rsligionis, from die year 1007, addressed to his 
metropolitan superior. See the extract on the eucharist above, p. 784, note 8. 
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PoiTHAST, L c. p. 100 ; 0. Bebtheaet in Herzog* 1. 140 sqq. Of older 
notices see Ceiixieb, XIV. 201-206. 

Among the historical writers of the eleventh century, Ko- 
dttl fot G lab er, and Adam of Bremen deserve special men- 
tion, the one for France, the other for the North of Europe. 

Bodtjlftjs Glaber 1 was a native of Burgundy, sent to a 
convent in early youth by his uncle, and expelled for bad con- 
duct; but he reformed and joined the strict Benedictine school 
of Cluny. He lived a while in the monastery of St. Benignus, 
at Dijon, then at Cluny, and died about 1050. 

His chief work is a history of his own time, from 1000-1045, 
in five books. Though written in barbarous Latin and full of 
inaccuracies, chronological blunders, and legendary miracles, it 
is an interesting and indispensable source of information, and 
gives vivid pictures of the corrupt morals of that period. 2 He 
wrote also a biography of St. William, abbot of Dijon, who 
died 1031. 3 

At>am of Bremen, a Saxon by birth, educated (probably) at 
Magdeburg, teacher and canon of the chapter at Bremen (1068), 
composed, between 1072 and 1076, a history of the Bishops of 
Hamburg-Bremen. 4 This is the chief source for the oldest 
church history of North Germany and Scandinavia, from 788 
to the death of Adalbert, who was archbishop of Bremen from 
1045-1072. Adam drew from the written sources in the rich 

1 i. «. Galiw, Kahlkopf, Bddhead. His proper name was Bodulfus or Ra- 

dnlphus. Ceillier (1 c. p. 143) : “ Bodubphe ou Baovl, Glaber pare e 

qytil etait chauve et sans poU” 

2 This is the judgment of Waltz (Mon. Germ, VH, 49), and Giesebrecht (II. 
567). Wattenbach (Deutschland# Gmhichtsquettm, first ed., 1858, p. 822) calls 
it * ( ein WerJc voll merJcwwrdiger Dinge, m d mmnigfach hdehrend , after ohne festen 
Plan und chronologische Or timing.” 

2 The Vita S. GuUldmi or WiUdmi, in Migne, l. c. col. 701-720. 

* Hamburg was the original seat of the Northern episcopate, and remained 
so nominally, bnt owing to the constant irruptions of the Wends and Normans, 
It was transferred to Bremen. 
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library of the church at Bremen, and from oral traditions. 1 
He went to the Danish King Sven Estrithson, who “preserved 
the whole history of the barbarians in his memory as in a 
book ” He is impartial and reliable, but neglects the chrono- 
logy. He may almost be called the Herodotus of the North 
except for his want of simplicity. He was familiar with Vir- 
gil, Horace, Lucian, and formed his style chiefly after Sallust j 
hence his artificial brevity and sententiousness. 2 He ranks with 
the first historians of the middle ages. 3 

§ 182. St Peter Damiani. 

I. Beati Petri Damiani (8. R. E. Oardinalis Episcopi Ostiensis Ordinis 
8. Bencdicti) Opera omnia in quatuor tomos distributa , studio et labore 
Bomni Constantini Cajetani (of Montecassino), first publ. Rom. 
1606-13; in Paris, 1663; in Yen ice, 1783. Reprinted with Vitos 
and Prolegomena in Migne’s “ Patrol. Lat.,” Tom. CXLIV. and 
CXLV. (1853), Tom. f. 1060 cols. ; Tom. II. 1224 cols. 

H. Three biographies of Damiani, *one by his pupil, Joannes monachus, 
who, however, only describes his monastic character. See Migne, 
1.47-204. Acta Sanctorum (Holland.), for February 23, Tom. III. 
406-427. Acta Sanctorum Ordinis S. Bened., Sacc. VI. Also the 
Annales Ordinis 8. Benedieti, ed. Mabiilon, Tom. IV., lib. LVIIL- 
LXH. (which extend from A. I). 1039-1066, and notice the public 
acts of Damiani in chronological order). 

III. JAC, Lapbroih; Vita 8. Pef/ri Damiani 8. ft. E. Oardinalis . Rom. 
1702. 8 Tom. Albk. Vogel: Peter Damiani. Jena, 1856. Comp, 
his art, in Herzog 3 III. 466 sqq. F. Neukiroh: Das Leben des 
Peter D<m. Gottingen, 1876. Jos.. Kleinermanns (R. C.): Petrus 
Damiani in s, Leben und Wirkrn, nach den Quellen dargestellt. Steyl, 
1882. Comp, also Ckieeier, XIII, 296-324, Neantder, III. 882, 

1 Lapponberg gives a full account of all his sources. 

3 Wuttcmbach (p. 254) : “Sein Vorbild %st bmnders 8allust f der in den Schulen 
vorxugmem gelesen rnrde tend darvm auch einen vbet'grmm Einflm an f den 
StU der Zsti UbleP He adds (p. 255): “Jede gewissenhafle Fomhung ge,ht ouf 
Adam mrikk, und seine AutoritcU stand von Anfang an wit Becht in hohrn An- 
sehmP 

9 Lappenberg (in Mon. derm. VII. 267) : "Paucimmi sane sunt inter medii ssvi 
Mstorioos, girt rerum traditarum gravitate, perspinuitate, iudieii ingenmtate, fotUium 
seriptortm eognitione, semonum ore traditorum accurata perceptione iia emneant, ut 
Adams, magister soohnm Mrememsf* 
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397 and passim; Gfrorer Gregor. VII., Bd. I.; H5fler : Die 
deutschen Pdpste; Will: Die Anfange der Bestauration der Kirche 
im elften Jahrh. ; Giesebrecht t Oesch. der deutschen Kaizerzeit, vol. 
II.; Hefele: Conciliengesch., yol. IV. 

I. Life. Peter Damianus or Damiani (1007-1072), 1 a 
friend of Hildebrand and zealous promoter of the moral reform 
of the clergy, was a native of Ravenna, had a very hard youth, 
but with the help of his brother Damianus (whose name he 
adopted), 2 he was enabled to study at Ravenna, Faenza and 
Parma. He acquired honor and fortune as a teacher of the 
liberal arts in his native city. In his thirtieth year he suddenly 
left the world and became a hermit at Fonte Avellano near 
Gubbio (Eugubium) in Umbria, following the example of his 
countryman, Romuald, whose life he described. 3 He soon 
reached the height of ascetic holiness and became abbot and 
disciplinarian of the hermits and monks of the whole surround- 
ing region. Even miracles were attributed to him. 

He systematized and popularized a method of meritorious 
self-flagellation in connection with the recital of the Psalms ; 
each Psalm was accompanied with a hundred strokes of a leathern 
thong on the bare back, the whole Psalter with fifteen thousand 
strokes. This penance became a rage, and many a monk flogged 
himself to death to the music of the Psalms for his own benefit, 
or for the release of souls in purgatory. The greatest cxjiert 
was Dominicus, who wore an iron cuirass around his bare body 
(hence called Loricatus ), and so accelerated the strokes that he 
absolved without a break twelve Psalters ; at last he died of 

1 There are several distinguished persons of that name, (a) Damianus, 
brother of Cosmas; they were physicians in Sicily who took no fees, and died 
as “ailverless” martyrs of the Diocletian persecution (303), and became the 
patrons of physicians and druggists throughout the middle ages. The Greeks 
distinguish three pairs of these brothers. (6) Damianus, patriarch of Alexan- 
dria, d. 601, who leaned to Sabellianism and Monophysitism. (<j) D., bishop of 
Pavia, who drew up a confession of faith against the Monothelites, A. D. 679. 

1 As Eusebius called himself Pamphili after his friend and patron Pamphilus- 

* See above, p. 366 sqq. 
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exhaustion (1063). 1 Even noble women ardently practiced “hoe 
purgatorii genus,” as Damiani calls it. Ho defended this self- 
imposed penance against the opponents as a voluntary imitation 
of the passion of Christ and the sufferings of martyrs, but he 
found it necessary also to check unnatural excesses among his 
disciples, and ordered that no one should be forced to scourge 
himself, and that forty Psalms with four thousand strokes at a 
time should be sufficient as a rule. 

The ascetic practice which ho encouraged by word and ex- 
ample, had far-reaching consequences ; it became a part of the 
monastic discipline among Dominicans 2 and Franciscans, and as- 
sumed gigantic proportions in the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries, especially during the reign of the Black Death (1349), 
when fraternities of Flagellants or Cross-bearers, moved by a 
spirit of repentance, preceded by crosses, stripped to the waist, 
with faces veiled, made pilgrimages through Italy, Germany 
and England and scourged themselves, while chanting the 
penitential psalms, twice a day for thirty-three clays, in memory 
of the thirty-three years of our Lord's life. 3 

Damiani became die leader of the strict monastic party which 
centred at Cluny and labored, from the sacerdotal and theocratic 
point of view, for a reformation of the clergy and the church 
at a time of their deepest degradation and corruption. He 
compared the condition of his ago to that of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah ; he opposed simony and the concubinage of priests, as the 
two chief sources of evil. He advocated a law which punished 
simony with deposition, and which prohibited the laity from 
hearing maas said by married priests. Such a law was enacted 

1 Sec Damiani ’ h account in Vila Dminici Loricati, c. 10, in Migne, 1. 1017. 

* St. Dominic, the founder of the order of the Dominicans (1170-1221), is 
said to have scourged himself every night three times, first for himself, then 
for his contemporaries, and last for the souls in purgatory. 

* Boileau, -Histories Flagellantium, Paris, 1700; Forstemann, Dig ehristi. Geim- 
lergadbchaflen, Halle, 1828; Cooper, FlagtUatMn and the Flagellants, London, 
187a 3d ed., 1877. 
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by the Lateran Council of 1059. He also condemned in the 
clergy the practice of bearing arms, although even Pope Leo 
IX., in 1053, led ao army against the pillaging Normans. He 
firmly maintained that a priest should not draw the sword 
even in defense of the faith, but contend only with the Word 
of God and the weapon of the Spirit. 

A man of such talent, piety and energy could not remain 
hidden in the desert. He was drawn to Rome, and against 
his will chosen bishop of Ostia and Cardinal of the Roman 
church by Stephen X. in 1058. He narrowly escaped the triple 
crown in 1061. He was the spiritual counsellor and censor of 
the Hildebrandian popes (Gregory VI., Clement II., Leo IX., 
Victor II., Stephen X., Nicolas II., Alexander II.), and of Hil- 
debrand himself. He was employed on important missions at 
Milan, Florence, Montecassino, Cluny, Mainz, Frankfort. He 
helped to put down the papal schism of Cadalous. 1 He had the 
confidence of the Emperor Henry III. whom he highly praised 
as a second David, became confessor of the widowed Empress 
Agnes, and prevented the divorce of her son Henry IV. from 
his wife Bertha. He resigned his bishopric, but was again 
called out from his retreat by Hildebrand ; hence he called him 
his holy Satan, and also the lord of the pope.* He despised 
the vanities and dignities of high office. He preferred his 
monastic cell in the Apennines, where he could conquer his 
own world within, recite the Psalter, scourge himself, and for 
a change write satires and epigrams, and make wooden spoons. 
"What would the bishops of old have done,” he said, "had 
they to endure the torments which now attend the episcopate ? 

1 Or Cadalus, bishop of Parma, very rich and guilty of simony. 

* In two of his best epigrams, he says of Hildebrand (Migne, H. 961, 967) : 

“ There vis Romm, clara depromito voce ; 

Plus Domino papse qua/m Domno pareo papm. 
******** 

Papcm rite colo , sed te prostratus adoro: 

Tu fads hunc Dormnum ; te facit iste DeumP 
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To ride forth constantly accompanied by troops of soldiers with 
swords and lances, to be girt about with armed men, like a 
heathen general ! Every day royal banquets, every day pa- 
rade ! The table loaded with delicacies for voluptuous guests ; 
while the poor pine away with famine ! ” 

His last work was to heal a‘ schism in the church of his 
native city. On his return he died of fever at Faenza, Feb. 23, 
1072, one year before Hildebrand ascended the papal chair to 
carry out the reforms for which Damiani had prepared the way 
with narrow, but honest, earnest and unselfish devotion. 

II. The Works of Damiani consist of Epistles, Sermons, 
Lives of Saints, ascetic tracts, and Poems. They are a mirror 
of the church of his age. 

1. The Epistles are divided into eight books. They are ad- 
dressed (a) to contemporary Roman Bishops (Gregory VI., 
Clement II., Leo IX., Victor II., Nicolas II., Alexander II., 
and the Anti-pope Cadalous or Honorius II .) ; (b) to the Car- 
dinal Bishops, and to Cardinal Hildebrand in particular; (c) 
to Patriarchs and to the Archbishops of Ravenna and Cologne ; 
(d) to various Bishops ; (e) to Arehprcsbytcrs, Archdeacons, 
Presbyters and other clergy. They give a graphic picture of 
the corruptions of the church in his times, and are full of zeal 
for a moral reform. He subscribes himself “ Petrus peceator 
monachw.” The letters to the anti-pope Cadalous show his 
power of sarcasm ; he tells him that his veiy name from c ado, 
to fall, and labs, people, was ominous, that he deserved a triple 
deposition, that his new crime was adultery and simony of the 
worst sort, that he had sold his own church (Parma) and 
bought another, that the church was desecrated to the very 
top by such adulteries. He prophesied his death within one 
year, but Cadalous outlived it, and Damiani defended his pro- 
phecy as applying to moral death. 

2. Sermons, seventy-four in number. 1 They are short and 

1 Migne, I. 508-924. 
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treat of church festivals, apostles, the Virgin Mary, martyrs, 
saints, relics, and enjoin a churchly and ascetic piety. 

3. Lives of Saints, of the Benedictine order, namely, Odilo 

of Cluny, Romuald, Rodulphus, and Dominicus Loricatus (the 
hero of self-flagellation), whose examples are held up for imi- 
tation. 1 * 

4. Dogmatic Discussions, De Fide Catholiea; Contra Judceos ; 
Dialogus inter Judceumet Christianum ; De Divina Omnipotentia ; 
De Processione Spiritus JSaneti (against the Greeks), etc. 2 

5. Polemic and ascetic treatises. The most important is the 
Liber Gomorrhianus (1051), a fearless exposure of clerical immo- 
rality which appeared to him as bad as the lewdness of Sodom 
and Gomorrah (hence the title). 3 It is addressed to Pope Leo 
IX. and calls on him to exercise his authority In removing 
the scandals. The Liber Gratissimus, addressed to Henry, 
archbishop of Ravenna, is directed against simony. 4 He wrote 
also tracts on the contempt of the world, on monastic perfec- 
tion, on the life of hermits, on sacerdotal celibacy, against in- 
temperance, against avarice, etc. 6 

6. On Miracles and Apparitions. 6 

7. On the Pictures of the chief Apostles, especially Peter 
and Paul. 7 

8. Exposition of the Canon of the Mass, and other liturgi- 
cal topics. 8 

9. Exegetical Fragments on the Old and New Testaments. 2 

10. Poems, satires, epigrams and Prayers. 10 His best hymn 
is on the glory of Paradise, based on poetic prose of St. Augus- 
tin : u Ad permnis vitoe fontem mens sativit arida” 11 

1 Miffne, 925-1024. 3 II. 20 sqq. and 595 sqq. • II. 159-190. 

* II 99 sqq. « II. 191 sqq. • II. 571 sqq. 

T * I 590 *qq. 8 II. 979 sqq. • II 892 sqq. and 985 sqq. 

10 II. 918 sqq. 11 II. 862. See above, p. 431 sq. 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX 


Acta Sanctobtjm (Bolland.) often 
quoted in Lit. 

Adam of Bremen, 110 ; life and writ- 
ings, 785 sqq. 

Adan or call to prayer, 193 
Adelbert, 91 

Adoptionism and Adoptionist Contro- 
versy, 511 sqq. 

Aelfric, 507, 020 
Agatho, Pope, 495. 

Agobard of Lyons, against ordeals, 347 ; 

against image-worship, 471 sqq. 
Aidan, 38 

Alcuin, against Adoptionism, 512, 516 ; 
at the head of Charlemagne's palace 
school, 615; his life and writings, 684 
sqq. 

Alexandria, library of, 586 
Alfonso the Wise, 350 
Alfred, King of England, 394; 618 sqq. 
Al-Kaaba, 157 sq. 

All Saints, festival of, 445 sq. 

All Souls, festival of, 446 
Allegorical Interpretation, 614 sq. 
Amalarius of Metz, life and writings, 
701 sqq. 

Anastas ius, Bibliothecarius, life and 
writings, 774 sqq. 

Anathema, 179 
Andrew of Crete, 409 
Anglo-Saxons, conversion of, 27 sqq. 
Ansgar, 112 sqq. 

Antichrist in Borne, 291 
Areopagite, Dionysius the, 589 sqq. 
Arianism, among the Goths and other 
German tribes, 77 sqq. 

Armagh, Book of, 57 
Arnulf of Orleans, 290, 779 


Arnulf of Rheims, 290, 779, 782 
Athingians, 579 

Augustin of Canterbury, 31, 33, 37 
Augustinianismand Senu-Augustinian- 
ism, 523 sqq. 

Avitus, against ordeals, 347 
Aymardus, 368 

Bach, 534 

Bahr, 583 sq. and often in Lit. last ch. 
Balmez, 327 

Baronius, 292, 779, and passim 
Bartsch, 417 

Baur, 551, 565, and referred to in Lit. 

and notes 
Beatus, 515. 

Bede, 40 sqq. ; his hymns, 423 ; his schol- 
arship, 610, 612 ; his life and writings, 
669 sqq. 

Bell (church), 440 sq. 

Benedict VIII., 296 sq 
Benedict IX., 297 sq. 

Bertram, see Ratramnus 
Berengar, 554 sqq. ; his theory on the 
Lord's Supper, 56 4 sqq. 

Benedict of Aniane, 364 
Biblical Studies, 613 sq. 

Bickell, 402 
Black Stone, 158. 

Boethius, 605 sqq. 

Bogomiles, 579 sq. 

Boniface or WinfHd, 92 sqq., sermon of, 
96 sq., pupils of, 100 sqq. 

Boniface III., 280 

Boniface IV., 230 

Bonizo (Bonitho), 299 

Brace, Ch. L., 326, 348 ; on torture, 354 

Britons, conversion of, 22 sqq. 
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Bruno, Count, first abbot of Cluny, 368 
Bruno, Bishop of Tool, 369, see Leo IX 
Bulgarians, conversion of, 134 sq. 

Cjedmon, 41 
Cserularius, 304, 318 sqq. 

Canonical life, 332 
C&pitula Carisiacensia, 535 
Capitularies of Charlemagne, 390 sqq. 
Caroline Books, 465 sq. 

Cassiodorus, 605, 612; life and writings, 
653 sqq. 

Catenae, 589 
Celibacy, 332 

Charity, Christian, 355 sqq ; Gregory 
upon, 358 sqq. See Hospitals 
Charlemagne, 103 sqq. ; character and 
aim of, 238 sq.; his reign, 239 sq.; 
appearance and habits, 240 sq. ; zeal 
for education, 241 sq.; his vices, 242 
sq. ; his death and burial, 243 sq. ; his 
personal character, 245 sq.; canoni- 
zation of, 249 ; monogram of, 249 ; as 
legislator, 390 sqq. ; on image wor- 
ship, 467 sq. ; the Carolingian age of 
learning, 615 sqq. 

Charles the Bald, promotes learning in 
France, 618 
Childeric III., 233 sqq. 

Christlieb, on Scotus Erigena, 761, 771, 
773. 

Church and State, 386 sqq. 

Claudius of Turin, 472 sqq. 

Clemens, 91 

Clerical Morals, 330 sqq. 

Clovis and the Franks, conversion of, 
80 sqq 

Cluny, convent of, 367 sqq; 786, 789, 
791. 

Columba, 65 sqq. 

Columbanus and the Irish missionaries, 
84 sqq., 90 

Concilium Quinisextum, 507 sqq. 
Constans, 497 

Constantine Pogonatus, 495 
Constantine V., 457 
Consfcantine-Sylvanus, 575 
Constantinople, fall of, 324; literary 
centre of the Eastern Church, 586 


Constantinople, oecumenical council of, 
499. See Council. 

Convents, 363 sqq.; of Cluny, 367 sqq. 
Cosmas of Jerusalem, 406 
Council, the sixth oecumenical, 499 
sqq. ; Quini&extum, 507 sqq.; seventh 
oecumenical, 459 sqq. National and 
Provincial Councils often referred to 
Culdees, 72 sqq. 

Cuthbert, 64 

Cyrillus and Methodius, 128 sqq. 
Cyxilla of Spain, hymn of, 432 

Damiani, Life of "Romuald, 367 ; hymns 
of, 431 sq. ; life and writings, 787 sqq. 
Daniel, 416 

Dante, on Mohammed, 196; on Con- 
stantine, and Church and State, 236; 
on Dionysius, 595 : on the Celestial 
Hierarchy, 598 ; on Boethius, 606 

Denmark, Christianization of, 110 sqq,. 
Dervishes, 194 

Dionysius the Areopagite, 689 sqq. 
Dionysian Legends, 600 sqq. 

Discipline, 371 

Dollinger, on Johanna Papessa, 266; 
on Honorius, 500, 503 ; on Sylvester 
II., 780 

Druthmar, life and writings, 739 sq. 
Dummler, 288, and often referred to in 
Lit. last ch. 

Dunstan, archbishop of Canterbury, 370 
Dyotheletism, 492 sq. 

Eastern and Western Churches and 
their separation, 304 sqq. 

Ebert, 418, 584, 608, and passim in 
last ch. 

Eginhard or Einhard, on Charlemagne, 
237 ; 245 sqq. ; 326 ; life and writings, 
704 sqq. 

Eigil, life and writings, 699 sqq. 
Ekthesis, 496 
Elias, Greek hymnist, 412 
Elipandus, 534 

Engelhardt, on the Pseudo-Dionysian 
writings, 590 

English legislation on religion, 392 sqq. 
English culture, 618 sqq. 
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Ethelbert, 32 sq. 

Etherius, 515 

Eucharistic controversies, 543 sqq. 
Eucherius of Lyons, on biblical inter- 
pretation, 614 
Euchitcs, 578 sqq. 

Eustathius of Thessalonica, 648 sqq. 
Euthymius Zigabenus. See Zigabenus 
Excommunication, 377 sqq. 

Felix of Urgcl, 514 
Ferrara-Florcnce, council of, 323 
Feuds, 339 sqq. 

Filioquo controversy, 476 sqq. 
Flagellation, Flagellants, 788 
Floras Magister, 522, 532; life and 
writings, 733 sqq. 

Floss, 288, 761, 772 
Fortunatus, his hymns, 422 
Frankfort, synod of, 468 
Frederick IT., 258 

Freeman, on Alfred the Great, 618, 620 
Fridold or Fridolin, 89 
Fulbert of Chartres, hymns of, 433 ; 
life and writings, 782 sq. 

Gams, 514 
Gall, St.,88sq. 

Gentilly, synod of, 466 
Gerbert, 292, 552, 777 sqq. See Sylves- 
ter II. 

Germanic or Teutonic nations, 9 
German Confederation, 262 
German Empire, 259 sqq.; decline and 
fall of, 260 sqq. ; the new, 262 sq. 
Germanus, 409 

Gfrdrer, 203, 778, 781, and passim 
Gibbon, 321 ; on Justinian IT., 508, on 
Faulicians, 57 3 ; on Byzantine learn- 
ing, 587 ; on Boethius, 607 sq. 
Giesebrecht, on Charlemagne, 248, 391 ; 
on Henry II. and Kunigunde, 297 
(note); on Gerbert, 778; Rodulfhs 
786, and passim 

Giescler,317, and very often in Lit. and 
foot notes 

Glaber, see Bodulfus 
Gottschalk and the predestinarian con- 
troversy, 522 sqq., 530 sqq. 


Godescalcus, hymns of, 433 
Godwin, on Charlemagne, 248 
Goldast, 447 
Gratry, 501 

Greek church, in relation to the Latin, 
306 sqq. 

Greek nationality, 11 
Greek learning in the West, 608 sqq. 
Gregory and Augustin, Anglo-Saxon 
mission of, 30 sqq. 

Gregory I., (Pope) the Great, 211 sqq.; 
estimates of, 216 ; the Universal Epis- 
copate, 218 sqq. ; writings of, 225 sqq. ; 
representative of mediaeval charity, 
358, 360; on the mass and purgatory, 
397 ; as preacher, 400 ; his hymns, 423 ; 
on predestination, 524; patron of 
learning, 604 sq. 

Gregory II., 231 
Gregory III., 231 
Gregory V., 292, 294 sq. 

Gregory VL, 299 

Gregory VII. See Hildebrand 

Gregory IX., 258 

Gregory of Tours, 326, 601; life and 
writings, 658 sqq. 

Gregory of Utrecht, 101 
Gualbcrt, St. John, 369 
Guizot, on Charlemagne, 248 ; on civili- 
zation, 326, and passim 

Hadkian I., Pope., 249, 466 

Hadrian II., 277 

Hahn on heresies, 580 sq. 

Hakon the Good, 121 sq 
llallam on Charlemagne, 247 ; on the 
Dark Ages, 602 
Hauck, 778, 781 

Haymo, of Halberstadt, life and 
writings, 728 sq. 

Hefele, 305, 317, 326, 341, 353, 448, 464, 
466, 468, 501 ; on the heresy of Hono- 
rius, 506; and often quoted in lit 
and foot notes 
Holland, 105 
Henry IT., 296 sq. 

Henry III. aud the synod of Sutri, 299 
sq. 

Henry IV, and Gregory VII., 257 sq. 
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Heretical sects, 573 

Hergenrother, 305, 317, 321, 501; on 
the heresy of Honorius, 507 
Hildebrand, believer in ordeals, 343; 
relation to the reform party in Cluny , 
368 sq. ; his relation to Berengar and 
the real presence, 556, 558, 561 sq. ; 
relation to Damiani, 788, 790; be- 
comes pope, 791 

Hincmar of Rheims, controversy with 
Pope Nicolas, 276 sq.; with Gott- 
schalk, 528, 534 sq.; on the real 
presence, 552 ; his life and writings, 
780 sqq. 

Hirsau, congregation of, 369 
Hohenstaufen, house of, 257 sq. * 

Holy Spirit, procession of, 307 sqq. 
Homiliaria, 401. 

Honorius I., 495; heresy of, 500 sq. 
Hospitals, 356 ; founders of, 356, 357 ; 

management and support, 360 
Hugo Capet, 290, 779, 782 
Hugo of Cluny, 368 
Hymns and hymnists of the Greek 
church, 402 sqq. 

Hymns and hymnists of the Latin 
church, 420 sqq. 

Iconoclastic theory, 451. See Image- 
worship 

Iconoclastic war, 454 sqq. 
Image-worship, controversy on, 447 
sqq. ; council of Trent on, 453 ; restora- 
tion of, 459 ; final triumph of, 464 sqq. 
Indulgences, 384 
Innocent III., 258 

InnocentlY., 259; and the Inquisition, 
351 ; visited Cluny, 369 
Inquisition, 351 sqq. 

Interdict, 379 

Ireland, conversion of, 43 sqq.; subjec- 
tion to English and Homan rule, 58 
sqq. 

Irene, Empress, 459 sqq, 

Irish bull-papal, 59 sq. 

Irish church after St. Patrick, 52 sq. 
Isidor of Seville, hymn of, 432 ; schol- 
arship, 610, 612; life and writings, 
662 sqq. 


Isidorian Decretals. See Pseudo-Isidor 
Islam. See Mohammedanism. 

Jacobi, 402 
Joannes, Geometra, 412 
John YIII, 282 
John X., 285 
John XII., 287 
John XV , 292 

John of Damascus, 405 sq. ; 447, 588 ; 

life and writings, 626 sqq. 

John Scotus Erigena. See Scotus Eri- 
gena 

Johanna Papessa, myth of, 265 sq. 

Jonas of Orleans, 474 ; life and writings, 
711 sqq. 

Joseph, called Hymnographus, 411 
Joseph of the Studium, 411 sqq 
Judgment of God, 341 sqq 
Justinian code, 388 
Justinian II., 507 sq. 

Karbeas, 576 
Kasias, 412 
Kayser, 418 
Kehrein, 416, 417 

Keltic church, extinction of, 75 sqq. 
Keltic race, 7 
Kentigern, St., 63 sq. 

Kilian or Kyllina, 89 
Koch, 418 

Koran and the Bible, 174 sqq. 
Kunigunde, Empress, 297 

Lanfranc, 556, 567 sqq. 

Lappenberg, 785, 787 

Latin Empire in the East, 320 sq. 

Lea, 341, 348,376; on the inquisition, 
252 

Learning, position of the mediaeval 
church towards, 604 
Lecky, 326, 330 ; on torture, 353 sqq. ; on 
Christian charity, 361 (note 1), 362 sq. ; 
on influence of monks, 364 (note) 
Legislation, 386 sqq. ; Roman law, 388 
sqq.; Carolingian legislation, 390 
sqq. ; English legislation, 392 sqq. 

Leo Allatius, 305 
Leo III., 455 
Leo IV., 459 
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Leo VIII, 290 

Leo IX., 319, 369, 790 \S 

Leo the Philosopher, 317 sq. 

Libraries in the Middle Ages, 603 sq., 
670, 695, 719, 733, 737 
Liudger, life and writings, 691 sqq. 
Llorente, 6n the inquisition, 352 
Lord’s Supper, controversies on, 543 
sqq. 

Lupus. See Servatus Lupus 
Luther, on Mohammed, 197 ; on predes- 
tination, 624 
Lyons, council of, 322 
Magyars, conversion of, 135 
Maimbourg, 305, 448 
Manichseans. See New Manichseans 
Mansi, Concilia, often referred to in lit. 

and foot notes 
Maronites, 511 
Majolus, 368 
Marozia, 284, 286 
Martin I., Pope, 497 
Mars, 397 sqq. 

Mauguin, 522 
Maropus, 412 

Maximus, the confessor, 409, 496, 498, 
588; life and writings, 622 sqq. 

Mecca, 156 sq. 

Mediaeval Christianity, literature on, 

I sqq. ; limits and general character of, 
5 sqq ; nations of, 7 sqq. ; genius of, 

II sqq. ; periods of, 14 
Metaphrastes. See Simeon Met 
Methodius, 412 
Methrophanes,412 

Michael, festival of, 446 
Mignc, his “Durans Patrol og.,” quoted 
p. 3, and very often, especially in the 
last two chapters 
Migetius, 514, (note 3) 

Milman, on Mohammed, 198; on 
Charlemagne, 247 ; on Roman law, 
389 Bq 

Missions, mediaeval, oharacterof, 17sqq. 
Mohammed, his life, 160 sqq.; his char- 
acter, 168 aqq. 

Mohammedanism, literature on, 143 
sqq. ; its home and antecedents, 155 
sqq. ; conquests of, 172 ; ethics of, 182 ; 


God in, 184 sq.; Christ in, 185 sq.; 
Polygamy, 188 sq. ; Slavery, 190; 
Worship, 190 sqq. ; Christian polemics 
against, 195 sqq. See Koran 
Monasticism, 363 sqq. 

Mone, 416 

Monks, difference between Eastern and 
Western, 363 

Monetheletic controversy, 489 sqq. 
Morals and Religion, 326 sqq. 

Morel, 417 

Mormonism, note on, 201 sq. 

Muir, on Mohammed, 190 sqq. 

Napoleon, Empire of, 261 sq. ; reply 
to invitation to visit Cluny, 370 
Neale, John Mason, 417, 419 
Neander, 326 ; and very often referred 
to in lit. and notes 
Newman, 416, 418 
Neo-Platonism, 590,596 
New Manichseans, 573, 580 sqq. 

Nicsoa, second council of, 459 sqq. 
Nicetas Acominatos, life and writings, 
652 sq. 

f Nicolas I., Pope, 273 sqq. ; Nic. and 
Photius, 275 ; and Lothair, 276; and 
Hincmar, 276 
Nilus Rossanensis, 365, 366 
Nilus Xanthopolus, 412 
Ninian, 62 sq. 

Nomocanon of Photius, 640 
Norway and Iceland, Christianization 
of, 120 sqq. 

Notker, hymns of, 429 sqq. 

Ootatian. See John XXL 

Odilo of Cluny, 368 

Odo of Cluny, 368 ; hymns of, 432 

Occumenius, 589 ; life and writings 643 

Ollcris, on Gerbert, 777, 7 78 

Ordeal, 341 sqq. 

Organ, 439 

Orestes, Greek hymuist, 412 
Otfrid. 10 6 

Otbo the Great, 257, 288 
Otho II, 289, 290 
Otho III., 294 sq., 778, 780 
Ozanam, 417 
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Papacy, general literature on the, 203 
sqq. ; from Gregory I. to Gregory II., 
230 ; from Gregory II. to Zacharias, 
231 ; under the new monarchy of the 
Franks, 232 sqq. ; relation to the Em- 
pire from the death of Charlemagne 
to Nicolas I., 264 sq. ; degradation 
of, 279 sqq.; protest against corrup- 
tion, 290 sqq. ; from Otho I. to Henry 
III., 293 sqq. See Popes 
Paschasius Radbertus, on the euchar- 
ist, 643, 546 sq.; on the birth of 
Christ, 553 ; hislife and writings, 741 
sqq. 

Patriarch and the Pope, 312 sqq. 
Patrick, St., 45 sqq. ; note on, 48 sqq. : 

hymn of, 50 sq. 

Paulicians, 574 sqq. 

Paulus Diaconus, 401 ; hymns of, 432; 

life and writings, 677 sqq. 
Pelagianism and Semi-Pelagianism, 523 
sqq. 

Penance, 381 sqq. 

Penitential Books, 371 sqq. 

Pennachi, 501 
Pepin, 234 sqq. 

Pertz, Monumenta German. Often 
quoted in Lit. 

Peter Damiani. See Damiani 
Peter the Venerable, 369 
Photius, 304,312 sqq.; 588, 594; life 
and writings, 636 sqq. 

Pichler, 304 
Pitra, 402, and passim 
Platonism, Christian, 590 sqq. See 
Dionysius the Areopagite 
Popes, chronological table of, 205 sqq. 
Pontius, 369 

Predestination, controversy on, 530 sqq. 
Prideaux, on Mohammed, 198 
Procession of the Holy Spirit, 307 sqq., 
476 sqq. 

Prudentius of Troyes, 522, 530, 537, 542 
Psellus, 578, 589; life and writings, 646 
Pseudo-Isidor and Pseudo-Isidorian 
Decretals, contents of, 268 sq.; sa- 
cerdotal system of, 269 sq.; aim of, 
270; genuineness, 270; authorship, 
271; significance, 272 sq. 


Quadeivium, 611 
Quinisextum Concilium, 507 sqq. 

Bab an us Maurus, hymns of, 424 sqq.; 
controversy with Gottsehalk on pre- 
destination, 522, 525 sqq., 531, 534 ; on 
biblical interpretation, 614 sq. ; life 
and writings, 713 sqq. 

Radbert. See Paschasius Radbertus" 
Rambach, 416 

Ratherma of Verona, life and writings, 
776 sq. 

Ratramnus, 304 ; on predestination, 532 ; 
on the Lord's Supper, 549 sqq.; on 
the supernatural birth of Christ, 553 ; 
life and writings, 746 sqq. 

Remigius of Lyons, 530, 532 
Reuter, on Berengar, 523, 554; on Her- 
bert, 780 ; on Fulbert, 783, andpamm. 
Richer, 778, 782 
Rimbert, 115 

Robert King of France, hymns of, 427 
sqq. 

Rodulfus Glaber, life and writings, 785 
sq. 

Roman Emperors, chronological table 
of, 265 sqq 

Roman Empire, founding of, 250 sqq. ; 
coronation of Charles, 251 sq.; sig- 
nificance of the act, 252 sq. ; relation 
of pope and emperor, 253 sqq. 

Roman law, 388 sqq. 

Romanic or Latin nations, 7 
Romanus, 410 
Romuald, 366, 367 
Rossano, 365 

Russia, Christianization of, 138 sqq* 
Sabianus, 230 

Saints, table of, 329; worship of, 442 
sqq. 

Saxon & British clergy, antagonism of, 
35 sq. 

Saxons, conversion of, 102 sq. 
Scandinavia, conversion of, 106 sqq. 
Scandinavian heathenism, 107 sq. 

School of the Palace, 617 
Schrockh, often referred to in lit. and 
foot notes 

Scotland, conversion of, 61 sq. 
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Sootus Erigena, doctrine of predestina- 
tion, 539 &qq. ; on the Lord's Supper, 
551; on Dionysius Areopagita, 595 ; 
his Greek scholarship, 611 ; his life 
and writings, 761 sqq. 
Semi-Augustinianism and Semi-Pelag- 
ianism, 537 sq. 

Sergius of Constantinople, 408, 495 
Sergius III., Pope, 285 
Sergius, the Paulician, 575 
Sermon, 399 sqq. 

Servatus Lupus, 530, 532; life and writ- 
ings, 735 sqq. 

Seven Sacraments, 436 sqq. 

Simeon Metaphrastes, 589, 642 sq. 
Slavery, 334 sqq. 

Slavonic or Slavic races, 10 
Slavs, Christianization of, 124 sq. 
Smaragdus, life and writings, 709 sqq. 
Sophronius, 495 sq. 

Spanheim, 448 

Stephen III., 234 

Stephen the Sabaite, 415 

Strabo, Walahfrid. See Walahfrid. — 

Sturm, Abbot of Fulda, 101 sq. 

Sudcndorf, on Berenger, 544, 561 sqq. 

Suidas, 589 

Sunday of Orthodoxy, 465 
Sura of Praise and Prayer, 182 sq. 

Sutri, Synod of, 299 
Sweden, Christianization of, 118 sqq 
Sylvester (or Silvester) II., 292, 295 
sq. ; life and writings, 777 sqq, 
Sylvester 1IL, Anti-pope, 298. 

Taharitjs, 412 
Tetragamy, 317 

Theoctistus of the Studium, 411 
Theodora, 464 

Theodore of Canterbury, 40 ; his Peni- 
tential Book, 373 sqq.; introduces 
Greek learning in England, 611 
Theodore of the Studium, 464 
Theodulphof Orleans, promotes popu- 
lar education, 616 ; life and writings, 
695 sqq. 

Theophanes, 407 
Theophylact, 64$ sq. 

Theophylact, Pope. See Benedict IX. 


Thitmar of Merseburg, 297 
Thomas Aquinas, on transubstanti- 
ation, 571; on Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite, 595 
Thoraasius, 416 
Thondracians, 579 
Torquemada, 352 
Torture, 348 sqq. 

Transubstanliation, 564, 567, 570 sqq* 
Trench, 417 ; on Berengar, 554, note 
Trivium. 611 
Truce of God, 340 sq. 

Trullan Council, 507 
Trygveson, 122 
Tusculan Popes, 297 
Type, 497 

TJhlhorn, quoted, 361 
Ussher, 522 

Valence, synod of, 532 
Vallombrosa, congregation of, 369 
V^tault, on Charlemagne, 248 
Vladimir, 140 sq. 

Vogel, on Ratherius of Verona, 776 ; on 
Fulbert, 782 ; on Damiani, 787 
Voltaire, on Mohammed, 198 

WaokbKNagel, 417 
Walahfrid Strabo, life and writings, 
729 sqq. 

Walch, 448, 464, 466, 521, 578 
Wattenbach, 204, 785, 787, quotedinlit 
Wosacrschleben, 371, 373 
Waczo, 582 

Weizsacker, ,Tul., 522, 538 
Wcuds, Christian mission among, 126 sq, 
Westcotfc, on the Dionysian writings, 590 
Widukind, 103 
Wilfrid, 39 sq. 

Winfrid. See Boniface 
William of Aquitania, founder of 
Cluny, 368 
Willebrord, 90 
Willibald, St., 100 

XlMENES, 353 

ZaCHAIUAS, Pope, 232 sq. 

Zigabenus, (or Zigadenus) Euthymiu* 
589, 647 sq. 









